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Whew, six years ago, I began to make researciiob for the purpose 
of aaoertaining at what time the first settlements were made in 
Tcnnonti on the banks of the Connecticut river, hj the whites, it 
was m7 iiitentio% if I put pen to paper, to write but a small book. 
Mid to tnst only of tlie aontliettrteni portions of the stale. As I 
oontmned my iniestigalioDS, I beoame ooavinoed that it would be 
yeary difBcolt to eany ont this phm m an Intelligible manner, with- 
ont introdiiomg into mj contemplated work mnch that wonld 
api)oar too geoenl fi)r its narrow Ihiits. At the laoM time, I dis- 
covered that the diq^ntes in which New York, New Hampshire, 
and Vermont were so long engaged reqieoting the jnrlBdiotion of 
the latter state, exerted an inflnenoe at the tune^ which told on the 
p ro g r eas and development of every town and viUsge and hamlet in 
Yermont I then sought for some pnUioation containing a dear 
and fiill statement of these disputes. My search was nnrewaarded» 
I found that the Nntural and Civil History of Vermont, by the 
learned Dr. Samnd Williams, was more particularly devoted to the 
discussion of questions of a scientific nature, and to a general account 
of the condition of the northern frontier of the United States, than 
to a specific description of the settlement and growth of Ver- 
mont. I found that the Natural and Political History of the 
State of Vermont, prepared by Col. Ira Allen, while in London, 
and printed nt n, London press, abounded in innccurncics, and 
was only minute in the narration of affairs witli which the author 
had been connected. I found that the Descriptive Sketch of the 
Present State of Vermont, by Dr. John Andrew (ti aliMm, was little 
else than a collection of unrehable, gossiping, ( nteitaiiiiug letters, 
written more lor self-gratitication than to subserve any worthy or 
periiiiiLient interest. In the carefully collated History of Vermont, 
Natural, Civil, and Statistical, by the late Prof. Zadoek Thrnapson, 
I found the evidenoes of thorough research and patient mvealiga- 
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tion, and much iiiformation illustrative of the natural resources of 

Vermont, 

Failing in these efforts to find a clear statement of the subject 
on wliicli I desired light, I judged it neccs«iary to extend my 
own examination to sources hitherto undeveloijcd, and to accom- 
pany whatever I might write with an outline sketch of the jnrigdic- 
tional controversy already referred to, that so the reader might not 
be ignorant of tlie causes which led to the internal commotions 
with which Vermont wds iur many years afflicted. Becoming con- 
vinced that the connection between the early liistory of tlie towns 
in the southeastern part of Vermont, wan mucli closer llian I liad anti- 
cipated, I determined to enlarge my work so as to include in it the 
annals of the old counties of Cumberland and Gloucester. Having 
reached this stage in my proceedings, I was led to fix the western 
limit of my historical bailiwick at the Green Mountains, the natural 
division of YermoDt^ 

In the pages that fi>llow, I think I hare resoaed from ohliTioii 
many &ct8 which the lover of American history will rejoice to 
know. The work, it is tme, is local, hat in it are described the 
character and deeds of a people who were pioneers in the march 
of civilization, patriots in the day of danger, oaeful citizens in the 
time of peace. In the preparation of this volome, I have collected 
a mass of ncedited materials, from which the taak would be com- 
paratively easy, to constmct a history of the whole state. Such 
a history should contain, not only a narrative of all the warlike 
events which have oconrred within the limits of Vermont, bat a 
fhll accouit, also, of the controversy for jnrisdiotion, which began 
in 1749 and closed in 1791 ; of the skilMy designed but unsaccess- 
fhl diplomatio efforts of the British government in Canada, for more 
than two years previous to the peace of 1 783, to reduce Vermont to 
the condition of a Crown dependency ; of the straggles of Vermont 
for her own separate independence ; and of the manner in which, un- 
aided by Congress, she maintained her name, het rank, and her 
honor nnsnllied, until admitted into the Union as a sovereign state, 
^onld an interest be hereafter awakened in the minds of the citi- 
zens of Vermont, to know more of the thoughts and acts of their 
virtuous, manly, and independent ancestry — an ancestry which I 
am prouil to claim as my own — I shall not deny myself the pleasare 
of aidinir in increasinf]^ that knowledtxe. 

By fir the lart^est jiart of this volume has been [iro|>ared flT'om 
papers wiiich have never before been consulted for I heir hislorio 
value. In the offices of the Secretaries of the 8lnte»? of Vermont, 
New York, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, iiul Conneetieut, 
thoroncrh and critical examinations have l)een made of the <l<><'n- 
ments and papers wbigh arc there prcsci'ved. The twenty-tluee 
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large volumes, called the "George Clinton Papers,** which have 
been lately added to the New York State Library, at Albany, 
have been diligently eonsolted, and ftom them baa been drawn 
much information that baa nevpr until now been made pablia 
The letters and memoranda contained in these well amnged and 
carefully indexed Tolnmea are inTaluable to the historian, not only 
of New York bat of Vermont aUo. 

To the Hon. William C Bradley, of Westminster, a statesman, 
a lawyer, and a man of lettersi whose learning and ability have for 
a half centmy been the boast of his natiTe state^ I would make my 
gratfllnl acknowledgments for the many personal reoolleotions and 
&niily papers he has placed at my service, withont which, indeed, 
this work wonl<l been inconqtlote in many partionlars. From 
the Hon. James H, Phelps» of West Townshend, I have received 
mnch aid and encouragement, and many MS8. of importance re^ 
lating to the part which his ancestors bore in the intestine stnig- 
^es that so loner disturb^ the peace of the state. For these 
manifestations of iiis kindness, and for the actiTe interest ho has 
ever evinced in the success of my labors, I own my obligation. 
I would also express my appreciation of the value of the assi*?tance 
I have received from the Hon. Ferrand F. Merrill, of Mont]»elier, 
the Hon. TTilliam M. Pingry, of Helhel, and othor citizens of Ver- 
mont, whose scn'ices I may not have elsewhere acknowlcdi^ed. 
To the skilful pencil of Larlcin G. Mead Jr., Esq., of Brat lie- 
borough, I am indebted for the drawiriL:::s from which have been 
engHAved several of the illustrations which adorn the work. 

I cannot but indulge a hope that not only those who still remain 
amon<' the hills and vallevs ofUit-ir native slato, hnt those also who 
have wandered from the old root-tree to find a home in llie different 
sections of the Union, may receive some graLilicatiou from the 
perusal of the history of tlieir uucestors. 
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OHAPTERL 

SUMT SSnUDIBmB* 

Bidy DitUooi of EMtoniyeniKnt<^€himbcriaad Oomrty— Glo w ti p O a miy ■ 
CSblo^llftin's Voyage— Sqnakheag or Northfield — Philip's Wan — ^Indian Ii^ 
ettTMouB — King WQliam's War — Burning of Deerfield — Tlie ifarch k» Canada— 
Attempta of the English tx) reduce Canada — Port Royal cftf<tured — Trt^at}* of 
Utrecht— Equiralent Lands— Oreat Meadow — Order to buiid a Biock Ilouse 
aboT« Koflhfldd— Tiiiiolliy Dwigkt— Fori DoniMr-Iti MuioM—IiidiHi 
Soldkn— ClMi»lttii^oMph KiUogg-Sooiitiiig •Pwti«»-Skiiiiiiihi»— Peltry 
Trade at Fort Dumme»--4o«ffiial of JiUMi Cois — Rev. Kb6D«Mr ffinadeU^ 
"Sestieookf mad. Oangfanswigft Induutt— tRroity at FoH I>iiiiim«r. - 

VERMoirr is divided into fourteen counties. Of these Windsor 
and Windham, situated in the south-eastern part of the state, 
comprehend nearly the same territory that under the govern- 
ment of Kew York was known, during a part of the last cen- 
tury, by the name of Ormiberland county. Tin's connty was 
the fifst estahlished in Vermont, then caUed the New Ilamp- 
shire Grants, and probably received its name firom Prince 
William the Duke of Ckmiberland, who in 1746 met with dis- 
tingoished snccess in oppoaing the rebels in Scotland. 

Its bomidaries^ as declared in the act of establishment passed 
by the Leg^latoie of the province of i^Tew York, on the 3d of 
Jnljr, 1766, were described as ^ be^nning at the west bank of 
OonnectieQt river, opposite to where the division line between * 
the province of the ICassachnsetts Bay comes to the aforesaid 
river ; thence running on a direct line, about twenty-six miles, to 
the soQth-east comer of the township of Stamford ; fW)m thence, 
on a direct line, about sixty miles, to the north-east comer of 
the township of Rutland ; thence norths thirty-one deforces east, 
eighteen miles ; thence easterly, to the uorth-wcst corner ot' the 
township of Liuiield thence easterly, along the north side of 

*irov fbe township of HoyaltoiL 
1 
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the towBshipB of Linfield, Sharon, and Norwich, to Connecticut 
river aforesaid ; thence, along the west bank of the said rivery 
to the phice of begimung." 

When the aabject vaa braaght before the Lords of the Privy 
Coimoil) in order that the royal approbation or disallowance'' 
might be signifiled, the King, on tiie 26th of Jnne, 1T67, de> 
clared the act of the New York Legishitureby which the county 
of Onmberland was established, void, and the Governor of the 
province of New York was ordered to act in accordance with 
this dedffknL Numerous applications were now nuule to the 
Crown for a new charter, and the inconveniences to which the 
inhabitants of the disfranchised county were subjected, through 
the want of a due administration of justice, were plainly set 
forth. In consequence of these representations, the King, on 
the 19th of March, 176S, re-established the county of Cumber- 
laud, by Tietters Patent imder the Great Seal of the Province 
of New York, within the following liniits : — 

« Beginning at a point on the west bank oi' Conueciicut river, 
opposite to where tlie line run for the partition line between our 
said provinces of the Massachusetts Bay and Now Hampshire, 
touches the east side of the same river, and nimdng thence 
west, ten degrees north on a direct line about twenty-six miles 
to the south-east comer of a tract of land called Stamford ; 
thence north, about thirteen degrees east on a direct line fifty-six 
miles to the south-east corner of the township of Socialborough 
in the connly of Albany, in the south bounds of a tract of iand 
formerly called Rutland ; thence north, about fifty-three degrees 
east on a direct line tliirty miles to the south-west comer of the 
township of Tunbridge ; thence along the south bounds thereof 
and of Stratford and Thetford abont eighteen miles to Con- 
nectient river aforesaid, and thence along the west banks of the 
same river to the place of beginning." * 

By an act of the Legislatare of Kew York, passed March 
24th, 1772, the boundaries were again changed, as wiU appear 
fipom a description of the limits then oonstitnted. Beginning 
on the west bank of ConnecticQt river opposite the point where 
the partition line between the cdonies of the MassadraseUa Bay 
and IKTew Hampshire, touches die east side of the river, and 
extending from thence north eighty degrees west nntil snch line 
shall meet widi and be intersected by another line proceeding 
on a course south ten degrees west ^m the north-west comer 
of a tract of land granted under the Great Seal of this colony, on 
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tbe 4th dn^ of September, 1770, to James Abeel, and nine 
odier pen(Hi8y and extending from the eaid point of intersection, 
north ten degrees east imtil such line ehall meet -with and be in* 
teiseeted by aootlifir Une to be drawn on a course north sixty 
degrees west from the sonth-west comer of a tract of land 
gamM under the C^t Seal of this colniy, on the 13th daj 
of Novembery ajk 1769, and erected into a to¥niflhip by the 
name of Boyaltcm, and mnning from the last-mentioned point 
of intersection sonih sixty de^ees east to the west bank of 
Coimecticnt riyer, and so down along the west bank of the 
liyer, as the same riyer winds and tarns to the place of begin- 
ning." 

On the 1st of April, 1775, other alterations were made^ and 
the western portion of the coonty was so extended as to be 

bounded by a " line, beginning in the north boundary line of 
the province of Maissacliusetts Bay, at the south-west comer of 
ilia towusliip of Readesborough, and ruuning thence along part 
of the westerly bounds thereof, to a certain tract ot land, 
granted to George Brewerton, Jiuiior, aud others, and erected 
into a township by the nauie of Leinster; thence along the 
southerly and westerly bounds of the said tract of land, to the 
north-west comer of Uie same ; thence on a direct course to the 
south-easterly comer of the town.-liip of Princetown; thence 
along the easterly bounds of the same tract, as it runs to the 
nortli-easterly comer thereof ; and thence on a direct course to 
the soutlierly corner Uonritls of the township of Hnltou, where 
it meets with and is intt ivected by the west boundary line of 
the county of Ciunberland, as established" by former acts. By 
this change, the townships of Beadesborough, and what are 
now Scarsborough, Somereety and Stratton, were added to 
Cumberland county. 

At the first session of the General Assembly of Vermont in 
1778, the state was, on the 17th of March, divided into two 
connties. The territory lying on the west side of the Green 
Hountaina was called 1 knnington oonnty, and that on the east 
side^ Unity connly. The latter name was on the Slst of the 
same month chuiged, and that of Cumberland was snbstltated. 
By an act of the Le^^slatore^ passed Pebmary 11th, 1778) the 
division line between these two conntiee was fixed* Com- 
mencing at a point in the south line of the pioyince of Qnebec» 
fifty miles east of the centre of the deepest channel of Lake 
CSuunplain, it extended south to the ncith-east comer of the 
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town of Worcester, and alonsr the east lines of "Worcester, 
Middiesex, and lieriiii, to the suuth-east corner of the latter 
town; thence on a straight line to tlic north-west comer of 
Tunbridge, and on the west line of Tunbridge to the south- 
west corner ol tliat town ; tlieiice in a straight line to the north- 
west comer of Barnard ;* thence on the west line of Barnard 
and Bridgewater and the east line of Shrewsbury to the south- 
east comer thereof; thence west to the north-east comer of Wak* 
lingford ; thence south on the east lines of Wallingfcml, Har- 
wich,! Broiikle]r4 Winhall, and Stratton, to the south-east comer 
of the latter, and west on the sonth line of Stratton to the 
north-west comer of Somerset; thence sonth on the west line 
of Bomenet to the aonth-west comer thereof ; thence east to 
the north'west corner d Bnqier^ thoice sonth on the west 
lines of Draper and Cnml>erland| to the north line of Massa- * 
ehnsetts. Onmbeiland connty was bonnded on the sonth by 
tiie north line of Hassachusetta, on the east bj Oonneetiont 
riyer, and <m the north bj the sonlii line of the province of 
Qnebec 

Jn the laws of Yermonf, paiased October, 1780, the county of 
Onmbeiland, as just described, was referred to aa being divided 
into the halfHshires of Onmberland and Glonoester, die division 

lino between them being nearly identical with the northern 

boundary of what is now Windsor county. By an act of the 
General Assembly of Vermont, passed in February, 1781, "for 
the division of connties within this state," the cuunty of Cum- 
berland, as established in 1778 and 1779, was subdivided into the 
counties of Windham, Windsor, and Orange. Connecticut river 
being the easteni bonndar}^, and the division line on the west 
from Quebec to Massachusetts, remaininir ar^ lixed in February, 
1779, all the laud south of a line "Itirinning at the south- 
east corner of Springfield, tlienctj running westerly on the 
south line of said Springtieid and Chester to the east line of 
Bennington county," was erected into the county of Windham. 
The land included between the north line of Windham coun- 
ty, and the north lines of the towns of Korwich, Sharon, 
BpyaltODi and Bethel, was called Windsor county. Orange 
county comprehended all north of this to the Qnebec line. 
Yarions changes have since been made in the limits of Wind- 

* In the printed act Bradford. Barnard was undoubtedly intended. 

f Vow Momt Tbbor. % Bow Ptfra. 

% Kov Wihnhigton. | Kow WUtiiigtai. 
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hm nd Windsor counties, by the addition of towoB^ and 
from other eaowB wliich it will bo of but littlo benefit to record 
bare. 

Afb&r die aecoDd establiflhmcnt of Onmberland eountjr by 
New York in 1768^ inunigration to the Qranti" increased, and 
flie noalh'eaBteni part of that teiritoij became the abode of a 
nixed and heterogoDeoas popoladon. The mote peaceable and 
intelligent portion of the inhabitantB, being deeirooe of a oonntj 
ofganintion, presented their request to the Coondl of Kew 
York, and on the 16ih of Havcfa, 1779, an ordinance was passed, 
establishing as a separate county, by the name of Gloucester, 
^all that certain tract or distrii^ of land, situate, lying, and 
• being to the northward of the county of Cumberland, begin- 
ning ut :hc north-west comer uf tlie bald county of Cmnber- 
iaiul, and thence running north iib the needle points fifty 
miles; thence east to Coimecticut river; thence along tlie west 
bauk of tlie same river, as it runs, to the north-east comer of 
the said county of (yuiiil>erland on the said river, and thence 
aioug tlie iiortli bounds of the said county of Cumberlaad to 
the place of bcgimiing." 

Oa the 24th ot March, 1772, by an act tor the better ascer- 
taiiiing the boundaries of the counties of Cuni])erland and 
GkMLcester," these limits were changed, and thencetorth Glou- 
cester county was bounded " on the south by the north bounds 
of the conn^ of Cumberland ; on the east by the cast bounds 
of this eolooj ; on the north by the north bounds thereof; on 
the west, and north-west, partly by a Une to be drawn from the 
Dorthrwest comer of the aaid ooonly of Onmberiand, on a course 
north ten degrees east, until such line shall meet with and be 
iDtenected by another line proceeding on an esat course from 
tbe south bank of the mouth of Otter creek, and partly by 
flQOther line to be drawn and continued from the said last men* 
tioned point of intersection, on a coune north fifty degrees east, 
until it meets with and terminates at the said ncurth bounds of 
the colony." 

At'ter the establishment of Vermont as a separate and inde- 
pendent" jurisdiction, the counties of Cund>erland and Glou- 
cester, by an act of the Legislature, passed March 17th, 1778, 
were merged under the name of the conntv of Unity, as iiich 
Mnie was changed to Cnniberlaiid on tlie lilst. This large 
conntv, comprising the whole of Eastern Vermont, was subdi- 
vided in February, 1781, and Windham and Windsor counties 



Digitized by Google 



6 mSTOBT OF EASTEBH TXBMOBT. [1609. 

eatabliflhed wiHi limits nearly identical with those by 
wliich Ihey are now bounded. At the same time^ the re- 
mainder of the tenitory east of the monntainB, and extending 
to the Canada line,' was formed into a connty by the name of 
Orange. Erom Orange connly, Essex and Caledonia conn* 
tiee and a portion of Orieans connty were taken on the 5th of 
KoYember, 1792. At a later period other encroachments were 
made by the formation of "Washington county ; and thus, by gra- 
dual curtailment, Orange has been reduced to its ]»rei=>eiit liniita. 

It will be seen by the boundaries which have been recited, 
that much doubt prevailed as to the true western line of Cum- 
berhiud and Gloucester counties. Certainty on this point is of 
but little consequence, except geogrfiphically, as the events 
which form tlie Ih^roKY of EASXEiiif YEiiMONT were mostly 
coniined to tho towns lying east of those composing the most 
western tier,* 

Tlie territory now comprising the state of Ycrmont, although 
noticed by Champlain in his voyage in 1609, when he dis- 
covered the lake that bears his name, was probably never 
Tisited by him. In the accoont which he gave of the explora- 
tion of Lake Champlain, passing reference is made to the Green 
Mountains and to the plains which lie at their foot. Con- 
tinuing onr route along the west side of the lake^ contemplating 
the country, I saw," said he, on the east side Tory high moun- 
tains capped with snow. I asked the Indians if those parts 
were inhabited. They answered me, ye% and that they [the 
inhabitants] were Iroquois, and that there were in those parts 
beautifbl Tallies, and fields fertile in com as good as I had erer 
eaten in the country, with an infinitude of otibier fimits, and that 
the lake extended dose to the mountains, which were, according 
to my judgment, fifteen leagues from us. I saw others to the 
south not less high than the fonner; only that they were with- 
out snow.'* This is undoubtedly the first information on record 
in regard to the scenezy, condition, and inhabitants of Vermont, 
and like the accounts which were generally given by the Indians 
to the early travellers in the New World, contains, in some 

• Book of Connoil Mmutee, 1761-1768, zztL 442: also, 1764-1772, zxiz. 25a 
Act of 12th George IIL, in Lam of New York, 1691-1773, Van Schaack'0 ed, 
PIK 699^700. A«fc of ISfh O^oigtt HL, in New York Ooloirf hm, 1774, 177S> 
pp. 187, 12a Acts and T>aw» «f Oencral A«embly of Vermont, Febntiiy 
1779, p, 7. Also, those of Febninry, 1781, p. 1. Brattleboro' E.it^lo, JanelO^ISM^ 
aad SeptemUr 87, 1S49. Slade'a Yannool State Pa|)«x%p|>. 8»i, 29ft. 
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particnkiB at leagt^ the usual amonnt of exaggmdon and 

Owing to the oomparatiyely imall immigratiaii, and the difl- 
cnltieB incident to a new and dangerons mode of life, BetdementB 
did not extend rerj rapidly ; and it waa not nntil more than 
sixty yean had paasedy that any settlement was made within 
the territory which Ghamplain descrihed, either fccm the hike 
side or ihmi the banks Gomiecticnt river* In the year 
1B72^ a township was granted to John F^eheon, Mr, Pesnon, 
and others, at Sqnakheag, afterwards Novthfield, on Goonecti- 
Cttt riTer, and in 1678, a few people removed there from North- 
ampton, Hadley, and Hatfield. The township was laid out on' 
both sides of the river, and inclosed an area of six miles by 
twelve, extending several miles into the present states of Ver- 
mont and New Hampshire, and including a valuable tract of 
interval land. The northern boundary of Massachusetts being 
undetermined at that time, the whole of this town waa supposed 
to be within that province.f 

For several years preceding the settlement of Northfield, the 
Massachusetts Indians had carried on a war with the Mohawk 
tribe who dwelt on the banlcs of tlio river of that name in tlie 
province of New York. As the English extended their boun- 
daries, the enmity of the Indians towards one another seemed 
partially to abate, and centre upon those whom they regarded as 
their natural foes. The war of Philip, which raged most fiercely 
daring the latter part of 1675, was ehamcterized by the savage- 
nessand determination with which the red man hunted the 
white, and the white man, in turn, attacked the red. To detail 
the events of this period, would be foreign to the purpose of this 
work, as it would involve the recital of acts bnt little connected 
with the history of the territoiy afterwards known as Yermont 
It may not, however, be oat of place to refer to some of Hie in- 
cidents which oocarred within the limits of Korthfleld. Philip^ 
haying made an attack npon Swanaey, on the 34th of Jane, 

♦ Doc ni«t N'. Y., ill 6. 

f " A deed to William Cli^k aad John £ing, of Kortbampton, agents for the pro* 
prietors of Northfield, oovering the grant, was made Angait ISth, 1687, by Naw- 
«l«t|r Ooogegiu, Aipianibekty Addtnnraasel» and ]iegui«bdi% IiMUaiwof Uit 

plaee, in eontideration of 'two hundred fathoms of wampum, and fiAy-serea 

pounds in tradi^^f^ goofla.* It woa signe*^ ■vrith fho marks of the ^rnTitors, nml wit- 
needed by Jonathan Hunt, Preserved Clap, William ( Inrk, Jr., Feter Jethro, Jo- 
seph Athcrtoa, and Israel Chatuoey.** ^orthfield Town liuok iu Uoyt'a Indian 
Wars, pp. 11, IB 
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1675, deserted Mount Hope, his favorite retreat, and was iiume- 
diately pursued bj Capt. Benjamin Church, and otherB, con- 
spicuous aa leaders at that time. "Witli the removal of Philip, 
the scene of the war was changed from the neighborhood of 
Plymouth ; and Lancaster, Marlborough, and Brook£eld^ towns 
in the more inland parts of Massachofietts, soon began to suffer 
from the incursions of the Indiana After they had burned 
Brookfieldf a large military force was Btationed at that plac6| 
under the oonunand of Major Simon Willard, and the country 
adjacent being thoroughly scoured by detached parties, the 
Indians fled westward and joined their allies at Deerfield. 
JSmall garrisons were now posted at l^orthamptcnii Hatfield, 
Deerfield, and Nortbfield^ and Hadlej was made " the English 
head-quarters ibr this part of the country.'' But no vigilance 
eould ward off the invasions of the Lidians. Deerfield, slightly 
guarded, was attacked on the 1st of September, 1075, and befora 
assistance could be brought, one man had becoi killed and seve- 
ral houses burned. Shortly after, nine or ten persons were 
killed in the woods at Northfield, and a garrisoned house saved 
tlie lives of a larger number, who otherwise would have been 
exposed to a similar fate. For some time after^ these two towns 
were wholly deserted by the English, and served as rendezvous 
for the Indians. Depredations were now constanrly recurring, 
HTid Krarcoly a day passed that did not record snnio story of pil- 
lage Of slaughter. An expedition for the purpt)se of driving 
the Indians from Northfield was at length decided upon, and 
the Connecticut and Massachusetts connnanders having j oined 
their forces, proceeded up Connecticut river in two columns, 
one on either bank. They destroyed quantities of fish and other 
articles which the Indians had collected and concealed ; saw the 
places where the Indians had tortured and burned their captives, 
and the very stakes to which these captives had been tied. Of 
the living enemji they made no discovery, but the effective 
measuree taken, proved of great secoiitj to the towns <m Con- 
necticut liver. 

With the death of Fhilip, departed the power which had 
given life and direction to the enmi^ of many of the Indiana. 
Some of the settlers who had been driven fh>m their homes on 
the Ooimecticnt, now returned ; but the Indians in the north- 
western parts of MassachusettSi who had not depended upon 
PhlHp as a leader, still continued their depredations. Some of 
these tribes having attacked Hatfield on the 19th of September, 
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1677, Were pursued by the English. Resting one niglit at 
Northfield, they continued their retreat northward, and at a 
place in the neigh V)orh. A)d of the present town of Rockingham, 
Tennont, built a cabin, where, secure from the scouting parties 
of the whites, they remained for &onie time. 

From the year 1089, when the French papists lu'gan to 
spread their doctrines among the Indians in Canada, until the 
Tear 1763, the border eettlement^ on the Connecticut and Mer- 
rimack rivers were constantly exposed to the ravages of the 
French and Canada Indians, and the territory of Vermont 
would have become the eeat of war, had there been attractioDB 
40011^ within her bordeiB to excite the feeling of lnst> or 
weslUi snfiBicient to arouse the desire of plnnder. Poor as tiiey 
were, her earlj* settlers patiently ]>ore their share of suffering 
and violence ; manfully sustained the attacks of the enemy, and 
cheerfuDy oontribnted ihdr quota of men and anns for defenca 
13ie peace of Byswick, signed in September, 1697| and pro 
dasmed at Boston on the 10th of Deoember following, closed 
the war between England and France, bat it did not put a stop 
Ift incDnions against the English colaniee. Among the incidents 
iduch occonred at this period, the following, related by Hoyt, 
may be mentioned. One eyening in the month of July, 1698, 
a diort time before sunset, " a small party of Indians killed a 
man and boy in HatlieUl meadow, on Connecticut river, and 
captured t^vo lads, Samuel Dickinson, and one Charley, put 
them on board of canoes, and proceeded up tlie river. The 
intelligence being received at Deerfield, thirteen miles above, 
twelve men were detached from that place, to intercept the 
Indians." 

Advancing about twenty miles, tliey choso a favorable spot 
on the right Inmk of the river, with in the present town of Yer- 
nun. Here thev lay till morning, " wlien thev discovered the 
Indians coming up near tlie opposite bank with the captured 
lads, in two canoes. Carefully marking their objects, the 
▼hole party gave the Indians an unexpected fire, by which one 
was wounded. Tlie others, with one of the lads, leaped from 
the canoes, and gained the shore. They then attempted to kill 
the lads, but receiving another well directed fire, they fell back, 
DO which the lad on shore joined his companion in the canoe, 
lod both eecaped across the river to their deHveieia. Fi^e or 
lix of the party then embarked with the design of seizing llie 
otiiar canoe, which at this time had lodged on an ishind a littile 
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below. Two Lidians who lay secreted not far distant, fired and 
killed Nathaniel Poniroy, one of the party. The Indians then 
retired into the woods, and the English returned to Deer- 
field."* 

On the death of WilUam m. of Enghma in 1705, and the 
acceeeion of Anne to the throne, war was a^j-aiu declared 
between France and England, and as a natural consequence, 
between the French and English colonics in America. North- 
field, at the commencement of King William's war, had been 
protected hj small works, and occupied by a few settlen. The 
people having been compelled to abandon it, the hoiuee and 
foTts were destroyed by the Indians, and the place was not 
oocapied at the beginning of Queen Anne's war. Int^igence 
was received in the smnmer of 1703, that an attad^ was to be 
made on the frontier towns, and the truth of the report was 
BOOH after fnlly realised In the winter of 1704, Major Hertel 
de EouTille, aided hj Mi two biotherSy and a force it two hun- 
dred French, and one hundred and forty-two Indians, set oat from 
Canada for the pnipose of attacking Deeifield, then one of the 
most flourishing, and with the exception of Northfield, the most 
northern town in Hassachusetts. Proceeding up lake Oham- 
plain to the mouth of Winooski riyer, and following np that 
stream, they crossed over to Connecticut river, down which 
tliey passed on the ice, and reached Doerfield on the evening 
of tlic 20th of February. At midnight the attack was made, 
and by sunrise they had killed forty-seven of the inhabitants, 
tiiken one hundred and twelve cai)tive, and burned every build- 
ing in the town, with the exception of the meeting-house, and 
one dwelling. The story of the capture of the Reverend John 
Williams, the minister of this town, and his family, has long 
been familiar to every American Bch<»olboy, and its f;iTne lias 
now become world-wide as cnniiccted with the late attenij)t to 
identify the Ttcvcrond Eleazer Williams, the reputed great- 
great-grandson of the Keverend John Williams, and Louis 
XYU. the dauphin of Erance, whose fate has been so long 
shrouded in obscurity. 

During their march to Canada, the captives suffered the 
most cruel privations. They rested at the close of their first 
day's joumeyy at what is now the town of Greenfield, the 
Indiana having first taken eveiy precaution available to prevent 

• BojtnilBaiMi Wan^ isi. 
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^eir «eespe» The second night wns spent within the limits of 
flie present town of Bemardston. The fourth day brought them 
to a spot probably in the npper part of what ia now the town 
of BrattleboroDgh, where Hgfat aledgea were oonstmcted for the 
oonTejanee of tibe children, the dck and wounded. The mareh, 
h&ng now performed on Ihe ice, became more rapid. On the 
first Snnday of their captivity, the priaonerB were allowed to 
rest Their halting-place ia said to hare been at the month of 
Williama'a river in the preeent town of Bockingliam, where the 
Reverend John Williama delivered a diaoonne from these 
worda: *^The Lord is righteona; for I have rebelled against 
his commandments : hear, I pray you, all people, and behold 
my sorrow ; my virgins and my youiig men are gone into cap- 
tivity."* From this circumstance the river received its name. 
At the mouth of White river, Rouville divided his company 
into several parties, and thence they took different routes to the 
St. Lawrence. Tliat party which Mr. Williama accompanied 
ascended Wliit« river, and passing the highlands struck the 
Winooski or Onion, then called French river. Journeying 
down that stream to Lake Champlain, they continued their 
march on tlie lake to Misaisco bay. Tlience they procecnied 
to tho river Sorel where they built canoes, and passing down 
to Chambly, continued on to the vilhure of Sorel, where 
some of the party remained, but Mr. Williams was conveyed 
thence down the St. Lawrence to the Lidian village of St. 
Fran9oi8, and was subsequently sent to Quebec. 

Another party ascended Connecticut river, and halting some 
time at Coos meadows, their provisions being exhausted, barely 
escaped starvation by procuring wild game ; two of the party 
actoally died of hunger. The majority of the captives were 
soon afterwards redeemed, and were allowed to return to their 
friends. One of them, however, Eunice the daughter of the 
Bev. John Williams, became so mnch attached to Indian life, 
that she married an Indian, and became the* ancestor of the 
Indian branch of the Williams familj.f 

The enemy, emboldened bylhe success they had met with at 
Deerfield, were contuinallj harassing the frontier settlem^ts^ 
and endeavoring to eat off the soontmg parties which were ^ 
f 

* Lamentaiioiu, ohap. I, t. 18. 

f BiogntphiaalM«moirofR«T.JolwWilliaiiii,6f«eiifi«ia,H^ Hcjtfb 
baka W«% ppw ISS-M WflluuBtfi Hkt Yt, ad. M, 8M-807. 
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sent out from them. On the Slst of July, 1704, they attacked 
Lancaster in Ma&dachiisettj^, and reduced most of the dwellinga 
to aslies, and in the yeai>; 17i '5 and 17< »G many towns in New 
Ilanipohire and MaissachufcOtts HiillVivd severely from their de- 
predations. In order to put an end to tliese incuisiuiiB by de- 
gtroyinfr tlie sources whence they emanated, on army was sent 
in 1707 against Port Roval in Canada, but the issue was un^uc- 
ccssfnl, and the troops returned lionie, haviiin^ etfected nothing 
of importance. The next year llertel de Ivouville, at the head 
of a party of French and Indians, phmdered and burnt the 
town of Haverhill in Massachusetts on the 2yth of August, 
killed about forty of the inhabitaata, and took a large nmnber of 
them captiTe* Not long after, as a aeouting party fix>m Deer- 
field was retnnung from White river in the present state of 
Yennoot) 0100 of its members, Barber by name, was killed by 
the IndiaoB, and another, Martin Kellogg Jr., was captured. 

Galling into service a larger body of troops, the British 
govomment again resolved, in 1709, on the reduction of Canada. 
The event of this attempt was like that of the former. The 
English squadron did not arrive, and the New York forcee 
being greatly lessened in numbers by sickness, the expedition 
proved a complete faOnre. The French, notwithstanding the 
threatened invasion of Canada, kept small parties of Indians on 
the English frontiers. By some one of these straggling forces 
laent John Wells and John Burt, while on a scouting expedi- 
tion, were, in May, 1709, killed in a skirmiBh on Onion river in 
the present state of Yermont Enraged at this loss, the scont to 
which they belonged penetrated to Lake Champlain, and killed 
several of the enemy. In June of the same year another 
attack was made on Deerfield by a force of one hundred and 
eighty French and Indians, under the command of one of the De 
BouiHlles, but on account of the vigilance of the inhabitants the 
effort proved unsuccessfuL In 1710 an armament raised in 
Massachusetts, ^ew Hampshire, and Connecticut^ in conjunction 
with forces from England, all commanded by Colonel Nicholson, 
sailed from BostoTi, besieged and captured Port Royal, and 
clmuEfed the uamc to Amiapolis. 

During the year 1711 another expedition was fitted out 
against Canada. Tlie fleet jiceonipanyin«:; it sailrd from Bost4.>n 
on tlie ^>Oth of July, l>ut was wrecked at the moutli of the St. 
Lawrence on the 25th of iVugust fullowinnr. As the resnh of 
this disaster, by which a thousand lives were lost^ the expedi- 
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lamkf Ihe thiid wldoh liad b«ni made agaioflt Oanada in the 
Bp«ee of four yem, vas abandoned, lie treatjr of Utrecht 
was signed on the llth of Aprils 1718, and on the 29th of the 
ftlkming October, was proclaimed at Boston. A Ibnnal peace 
was msde with the Indiana on the 11th of Jnljr, 1T14, at Porta- 
moBthy Kew Hampshire, and te a f&w years the land had rest 
from war,* 

Frtyiom to, and dnring the late wars, the General Court of 

the Prorince of the Maflsachnsetts Bay had granted seyeral large 

tracts of land, which were supposed to be situated within the 
prorincial limits. Upon tliis presumption tliese tracts liad been 
Uikeu up and surveyed by the grantees, find many of them had 
akeady become the centres of permanent and Hoiirisliing settle- 
mentB. On determining the boundaries between thia province 
and the colony of Connecticut, in tlie year 1713, 107,793 acres 
of the land so granted, were found to be without the true limita 
of the fonner government. Massachusetts, wi^hincr to retain all 
the territory whicli she had hitherto supposed her own, entered 
into an agreement with her sister colony, in accordance with 
which it was determined, " that the said colony of Connecticut 
should have 107,793 acres of land as an equivalent to the said 
ookmy for lands allowed and granted to belong to the said pro- 
Tince, that fall to the southward of the line lately run between 
the said province and colony." Although the southern bound- 
aij <tf Maflsaehnaetts was fixed by thia determination, yet it was 
BtH] uncertain how far her territoiy extended to the north. 

Ihe eqnivalent lands were located in torn different places. 
One of the portiona containing 48,948 acres, sitoated above 
Korfhfield, on llie west bank of Oonneeticat river, within the 
boonds of the present towns of Pntney , Dnmmerston, and Brat- 
tieborough, in the state of Vermont, was limited in the following 
manner: ^ The north east comer bonndary is the month of the 
brook, at the northward end of the Great Meadow, where 
brook eraptieth itself into 0>nnecticut river att the foot of Tay- 
ier'si ishind, from whence it bounds upon Connecticut river (as 
the river run?,) eastwardly down to the mouth of the brouk that 
euiptieth itself into Connecticutt river ntt the lower end of the 
Meadow, about tliree miles southward of the West river. And 
from the month of s** ]>r >«)k it extends west north west by the 
needie of the surveying instrument aix miles and half and irom 

* Hojtfa ladaaa Wan^ Pf^ IM-SOS. 
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theuce it exteuds nearest north north east by tlie needle of the 
Burvejing instrument twelve miles, wliich is the wi-tc i ly bound- 
ary of 8** landfl) and froin tliencc it extends east soutii eivst by the 
needle of the snrveyini^^ instrument six miles and half to the 
mouth of the brook at the uper end of the Great Meadow."'* 

The colony of Connecticut, having received iiU tlie land to 
which she was entitled, caused it to be sold in Hartford at public 
vendae, on the MUi and 2dth of April, 1716. It was divided 
into sixteen shares, and was bought by gentlemen from Con- 
necticut, Massachusetts, and London, who paid for it six hundred 
and eighty-three ponuds, New England cunrencj, which amount- 
ed to ^ a little more than a fiuthing per acre." The money thna 
obtained was applied to the use of Yal^ C}oUege.t 

Hie pnrehaBers of the land, being then tenants in eommon, 
made partition of the whole amonnt^ and the tract situated aboye 
NortJifieldy on the west bank of Connecticut liyer, fell to WilUam 
Dummer, afterwards lieatmant Governor of Massachusetts, 
AnthonyStoddardyWiUiamBrattleyand John White. Bjadeed 
from the Honorable Guidon SaltonstaU, Governor of Gonnecticnt^ 
and the rest of the propzietoz% this tract was conveyed to the 
four above named gentlemen^ *'as their part and proportion^" 
and was by them, and those holding under them, impi*oved and 
possessed for many year84 

The colonies being now at peace with the Indians, the frontier 
settlements began to assume a iiiorc prosperous aj ii'caraiice, and 
the losses whidi had been sustained by the ravt^es of the enemy 
were in a great measure repaired. But by the time that atlairs 
had become so arranged as to invite immigration, and warrant 
the safety of new settlements, Massachusetts «and New Hanip- 
sliiro were again compelled to prepare to defend tlieir iM.rders 
, agiiinst the Indians. By the instigatiorm of SebasLiaii iiale, 
a French Jesuit, who had gained the esteem and resjiect 
of the Indians, tlu y, m 1721, began tlieir usual depredations, 
and the next year war was declared against them bj Massa- 
chusetts. 

j^orthfield and Deerfield were still the frontiers of this pro- 

* Records in tlie office of the Secret nry of the State ot OoiiiMetioa^ Aatitiad, 
** Colonial Boumlana^, vol iii., Maaaaehusett^, 1070-1827.* 

f See Appendix A. Trumbull's History of Coonecticat, i. 47L Williams** His- 
tory of YmoDl^ a 10. Doo. Hilt N. T., it. 547, S4S. 

% Patilktt of JoMphBiywil^ dated AngnilUfh^ 
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vince on Coimeedciit ri ver, and these, witii other ezpoeed towns, 
were rendered defensible against the attacks of the enemy. In 
order more effectually to secure the safety of the inhal)itants, the 
General Court of the province of the Massachuscttd JJay voted, 
on the 27th of December, 1723, "tliat it will he of great seryico 
to all the western frt)ntier8, both in this and ike neighboring 
government of Connecticut, to build a Block House, above 
Northfield, in the most convenient place on the lands callM the 
Equivalent Lands, and to post in it 40 able men, EnirH-li and 
Western Indians, to be employed in Bcouting at a g<x>d distance 
np Connecticut river, "West river, Otter creek, and sometimes 
eastwardly, above great Monadnuck, for the discovery of the 
eneuiv coming towards any of the frontier towns, and that so 
much of tlie said Eqnivaleiit Lands as shall be necessary^ for a 
Block House be taken up with the consent of the owners of 
the said land, together with five or six acres of their interval 
land, to be broke up or plowed for the present use of the West- 
ern Indians, in case any of them shall think fit to bzing their 
fiunilies thither."* 

To fulfil the proyidonfl contained in this vote, to which Lieu- 
tenan^Oovemor Dnnnner gave his assent, CoL John Stoddardf 
of IN'orthampton was ordered to superintend the building of 
the block house. T!io immediate oversight of the work wai 
conunitfced to Lieut Timothy Dwight^ who witii a oompetent 
force, consisting of ^ four carpenters, twelve soldiers wi& nar- 
row azee, and two teams,'' commenced operationa on the 9d of 
Febmary, 1724.§ 

Before the summer had began the fort was so &r ooanpleted, 

* Massacbiuetta Court Kecorda, 1128-1726, p. 163. 

f Aa estimAte of the character of " this dbtingiuBhed man** i» girea in Dwi^f i 

I Vmk Ifanothy Dwi^t of Northampton, Maaa., was tb« lint eoaunander at 

FortDnmmer, and probably occupied that position fromFebmsry, 1724, until the 
cloi^e of the year 1726, But this office did not engrosB Km whole attention. In 
July aod August, 1724, he superintended the erection of a fort at ^orth&eld, and 
in WM engaged aa • ■nrrayor. Ha iraa aft tr^ Mja ft Jvdga of PMliata in 
Ih* eoonlj «f HampAlMb «ad im ptMeM b llial aCaftkii by Jolm Stoddard 
Karthampton, and Sama«l Fiwtndga of Hatfield, nd looQaaM by Imal Wit> 

liams of the latter place. 

S *' It [the fort] was built by earpenters of Northfield at 6 shilliDgs pep diem, 
except Crowfoot [John Crowfoot, an Indian of Springfield] who reeelTcd 6 shil- 
lings. The wtAdkn dept ia flia woods, and aanwd i ahillings per diem berfdia 
ttieir aliiled pay. Uka honea worked hard, «t oats and nothing else. They 
earned 2 shilfiii0itoMmM,per diam."— Baaordi in offioa Saei 8laK ]IamMbfr> 
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as to be habitable. It was situated on the west bank of Con> 
necticut river, in the sonth-eaat oomer of the present town of 
Brattleboix>ugh, on what m now called Dummer Meadows,'' 
and was named Fort Dumm^, in honor of Sir William Dum- 
incr, at that time Lientenant-Qoyemor of Massachusetts.* 
This was the first civiliaed settlement within the borders of the 
present stato of YetnMmt Tb» fort was bnilt of yellow pine 
timber, which then grew in great abundaiioe on the meadow 
lands. In siae it was nearlj square^ the mdes measoTing eadi 
about one hundred and eighty feet In length. It was laid up 
in the manner of a log-house, the timbers being locked together 
at the angles. In a letter dated Febnuuy id^ 172}, written 
1^ OoL John Stoddard to lientenant-GoTeraor Dummer, in 
reference to ita oonstntction he said, I forgot to take notice of 
jonr thought of setting stockadoes round the fort to keep the 
enemy at a distance. I don't well apprehoid the benefit of it, 
for we intend the fiirt shall be so built that the soldiers shall be 
as safe, if the enemy were in the parade, as if thej were with- 
out the fort." In an answer to this letter, Gk>vemor Dummer 
adyanced other suggestions. " Untill," wrote he, " the frost bo 
out of the ground how will you lay foundation, and I think 
there ought to bo a good one of etone and tlmt carried some 
height above y* Ground, and also cellars for the use and con- 
veniency of so many people." Tlie houses within were bo con- 
structed that the walls of the fort formed the back wall of each 
building. The roof was a single one, blunting ui)ward to the 
top of the fort walls. All the houses Ironted on a b*ill(iw 
square, and were arranged in such a manner, tliat in case the 
enemy tjhould burnt the large gate which closed the entrance 
to the fort, and gain access to the parad(>, they could be 
instantly rendered defensible by barricadinL^ tlio doors and 
windows. Besides the small arms with which the soldicrR 
were fuiuished, the garrison was also defended by lour pat- 
tararoes. 

From the time the fort was commenced until the first of June 
following. Captain Dwight's force numbered in all fifly-fiye 
effective men, of whom forty-three were English soldiers, and 
the remainder Indians. The latter belonged to the Maquas*^ 
tribe, and were under the command of their sachems, Hendrick 

* Hm iila «f Foft Dunnir wd tfM w^joining uMidow Monging to it, fam m 
poftioii flf irbil it SMnr known ii tta ''Brooki Cmul" 
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MiqQa, of Ooimaiififaiwhofj, and Un^mnuit^ wbo dv«lt «ii tibe 
ImkB of Hndeon river.* 

presence of the In* 

diens, and various means were taken to letaki them in the sep* 
viee. On the 90th of Jnne, 17^ a oommittee which had been 
appointed by the Genml Gourt of Maseachvaetts to emimine a 
demand made by the ICa^uas, engaged in the servioe <tf that 
government at Fort Bnmmer, rep<Hied, pnrenant to the pro- 
mise of Col. Schuyler, " that two shillings per day be allowed 
to Heiidrick and tlmpaumet, as they are sachems, and the first 
of iliut rank that b;i\ e entered mto the Berviee of this province ; 
That none of y* Indiaus be stinte*! as to allowance of provisions ; 
That they all have the use of their aniLs trratis, and their guns 
mendeil at tree cost; That a supply of knivis, i'ipos, tobacco, 
lead, shot, and flinte, Ije sent to the commandiiiir officer at the 
fort, to be given out to tliem, accordincr to hig dificretion ; That 
tour barrels of rum be sent tn Capt. Jtm*- tills, at Doerfield, 
to be lodged in hie hands, and to be dehvered to the comnuuid- 
ing ofiicer at tlie Block-House as he sees occasion to send for it, 
that so he may be enabled to give oat one a day to each 
Indian, and some to bis other men as occasion may require." 
Bat with all these and other endeavoie the Indians eonld not 
be induced to remain at the fort for more than a year. 

From the time the ioti was oommenoed those to whom it 
was intrusted seem to have eKerdaed a care for the moral wel* 
tare of those who were there staftiaQied. In the letter of OoL 
Stoddard, above referred to, he remarked on this sabjeot: 
^Dwigbi thinks they shoold live « hnatbrmlsh life nnless a 
chaplidn be allowed, and besides the advantage the English 
solders msy receive fttm him, it msy possibly be an oppor- 
tonitj to Ohristianiae the Vidians, which the Assembly (ia the 
former part) seemed vwy dsairoiis oil" In aoeordanoe with 
this wish die Cteoend Ooort voted on the M of Jntte» Iba^ 



The iumum «f fbtm Tsdha^ wiA Mr ftMtmtt, tf mMh^ ia the 



Ufldsr H «p 3W A Maqna. 
of Conn w chivhory ; K e waoeboiiin of W«rtoiibook ; 

Conaump of WittRTijr. 
Uuder Uiupttuiiiet or Atupaamet. 
WslhnfaBMef; KoonoowMmd^ 
ToMgoi^ Poopoonuok, froni KmSmm riv«r ; 

VMUMonooweli Soekkoeooo torn **SealktiMolb" 
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Mather, Mr. Ooleman, Mr. Sewall, Mr. Wadsworth, be desired 
to procure a person of gravity, ability, and prudence," t o be pre- 
sented to the Governor for his approval, as chaplain to the fort 
Daniel Dwight, of Northampton, was chosen to this post, but it 
does not appear that he held it long. His pay was lilted at one 
hundred pounds for the year, and besides his duties as chaplain 
it was more especially enjoined upon him to instrnct ihe In- 
dian natiyes residing thereabonts in the true Ohnsfeian reli- 
gion." 

The soldiers were proyided widi goods and dodiing by the 
commander of the fort, who received his supplies frcm &e IVea- 
surer of the province of Massachusetts, and sold tiiem at a more 
reasonable rate than they could have been obtained elsewhere. 

No sooner were the necessaiy arrangements completed, and 
the fort ganrisoned by English and by fiiiendly Indians, than the 
hatred and suspicion of the Canada tribes in the employ of the 
French and of the Maseesqueeg or Scatacook Indians received 
a new impulse, and theirrecomioitring parties began to be sources 
of the greatest annoyance. On the 25th of June tlie Lidiaiis 
attached to the fort discovered tracks to the south wliich appeared 
to lia\ e been ina<io only a short time previous. A jarty of 
sixteen proceeded on a scout, and booh after fell in with aliout 
forty of the enemy; but their force being too small to ace<>Mii'lish 
what they had wislied, tliey returned without liazaniiiijL^ an 
attack. On tJic 11th of October Fort Dnmmer was attacked by 
seventy of the enemy, and four or five of its occupants were 
either killed or wounded. Col. Sto ddard of Northani])t()n, who 
M"a8 at That time intrusted with the (IciV tu o of tliis quarter of 
tlie countrv', immediately marched fn>m tiiat place with Hilly 
men, but the enemy had left tlie fort before he arrived. 

Capt. Joseph Kellogg, who was engaged at this time in 
watching Fort Dommer, and two other garrisons on the western 
frontiers of MassachnsettB, haTmg received orders to scoat, 
commenced sending ont parties on the 80th of November. 
The routes which they took " for the discovery of the enemy" 
were varionB, and can be easily traced at the present time^ ^e 
names by which the streams, moontaiiis, and falls were then 
designated being in most instances the same as at present 
Sometimes their comne 1^ akaig the west dde of Connecti- 
cat liver, and ended at the Great Falls.* Again they wonld 
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fellow np West river a few milee, and then strildBg acroflfl the 
country, reach the Great Falls l>y a different route. Sometimee 
their place <^ destiiiAticai would be the Great Meadow, and anon 
we read that thej ^came upon Sexton's river six miles from 
y month of it, w« empties itself at 7* foot of j* Great FaUs, 
and then they eame down till they eame to j* month of it and 
BO retomed.'' On another occasion they were ^sent up y* 
West Biver Momtain, there to Lodge on y* top and yiew 
Eyening and» Homing for smoak, and from thence up to y* 
mountain at y* Great Falls and there also to Lodge on y* top 
and yiew morning and evening for smoaks.'' l^ns most of the 
winter was spent, in traversing the wilderness, fording bridgeless 
streams, and climbing mountains slippery with enow and ice. 
To such vigilance and activity it was owing that for nearly a 
year, and at a time wlicn the Indians were exceedingly trouble- 
some and unfriendly, Fort Dummer and the adjacent garrisons 
were unmolested by them. 

Durinpr the month of July, in the year 1725, Ca|f. Benja- 
min Wright, ot" Xorthampton, bein^^ on a scouting expedition 
with a coT]^9 of volunteers, consisting of about sixty men, ascend- 
ed the Connecticut river as high as AVells river, which stream 
he explored some distance ; and after linviTig ])assed several 
pmall lakes, struck Onion or Winooski river, and followed it until 
within eight of Lake Champlain. Pi-ovisions becoming scarce, 
the party retraced their steps and returned to Northtield without 
meeting the enemy. In his journal, Wright mentions " a fort at 
the mouth of Wells river.'' As we have no other accoont of 
snch an establishment than the one here given, the suggestion 
of Mr. Hoyt is no doubt correct, that it was " probably a small 
stockade, for the security of the scouts." On the fiSth of Sep- 
tember, Cap! Dwight) of Fort Dummer, sent out a party of 
six men to seont in a westerly direction. On their return, while 
halting to refresh themsdves^ they were attacked by the In- 
dians, who, fourteen in number, came suddenly upon them. 
Tbe scouts fired, but successful resistance was out of their 
power. Thomas Bodurtha of Springfield, and John Pease of 
Enfield, were killed ; Edward Baker of Snffield, John Tarrar of 
Ashford, and Nathaniel Chamberlain of Hatfield, were captur- 
ed ; and Anthony Wiersbury, a German, reached the fort in 
safety, being the only one of tiie party who escaped unharmed.* 



• M& papers in oflKeeBea Static Mmi. Hcjini Indiaii Wars, p. 21S. 
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iVltliough attacks were frequently made on the English settle- 
ments in New Hampshire and along the Ck)nnecticut, by the 
French or Abenaquis Indians, yet it must be remarked that 
this conduct did not arise from the enviity of France and £q^ 
land, for at that time those nations were at peacse with one aa* 
other. In order, if poenble, to bring to an end the war in Ame- 
rica, oommiafiioDen were sent from Massaohusetts and New 
Hampshire to Canada. They were politely reeeived by the 
Marquia de Yaudreiii], Governor of Ganaday ba| were uaable 
to effect with him the object of their mitaioxL A few depreda- 
tiona were comimtted aflter the commifiaionerB retomed, bat it 
waa flooa aeeertained that the Indians were not ayeiBe to peace. 
Li aocorda&ee widi their desire, a treaty of that nature was held 
at Boston on the 15th of December, and was ratified at Fal- 
mouth the fallowing spring. Ibis being publicly declared, 
the garrisons were withdrawn from many of the forts, and on 
the 27th of August, 1726, the forces " at the Block-House above 
Korthfield" were ordered to be dismissed from the service. l»y 
a mistake, ilic order was withheld until news came ou tlie 24:th 
of November, that some of the Caiia<iii ii ibes wore, by the com- 
mand of the Governor of Canada, " spirited out for niiscliief on 
the frontiers." On the receipt ol ihis inturnuition, hy the advice 
of tlie Lieutenant-Governor, the garrison wa<j continued until 
the cause of danger was removed.* 

Ca|>t. Jose]>h Kellogg, who had been fur many years a pri- 
soner among the French and Indians iu Canada, and had leai'ned 
the manner in wliicli tlie peltry trade was conducted between 
them and the western Indians, ha>ang presented a memorial to 
the General Court of Massachusetts, on the 1 5th of January, 
1727, in which he expressed his belief that the same kind of 
trade might be carried on by the MassachufiettB gOTenunent to 
good advantage^ followed up this statement with a request that 
a trading^houae might be established at Fort Dummer or further 
np Connecticut river. To this petition a favorable answer was 
given. In order to iosflre a continuance of the friendship of 
the Indians, ^e General CSourt agreed to suppler them with 
iuch articles of food and dothiug as they should need, and take 
tfaehr fan in exchange. Fort Dummer, being conveniently 
situated for a Thusk-house," was selected for that puq)ose, 
and was thus ^ improved'' for many yean, the business being 

• Ma papei% Bdk Wet R, il VO-sa 
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under the charge of Joeeph EeUogg^ who boro the titles both 
of Captain and Truck-master.* 

The Indians, findiing that thej could carry on a oheaper trade 
at this station tiiaa at the French trading-hooMSy Morted 
hither in large numbers, bringing with them, among other 
artieies of traffic, deer ikinf , mooee akiDB| and tallow. Tbaitnt 
WM soon found to be too Bmall to accommodate all who oame to 
it, and Oapt KaUogg wat aooordingly oidmd} oa the lOtli of 
April, 17^, to riiaa an onMiowe in soma eonTement plaea 
near tha IVoekAioiiaa^ hr tfaa leoeption of tfaa Indiana.'' At 
tlie Bama tuna he waa difeeted to build a boat for InpiiqMnrting 
tibe supplies, to advanea fifteen laalead «f fifty per eeat on pto« 
vkaona, and to supply die Boldien with doUiing at the aame price 
with the Indiana. He waa alao permitted to aell bearer aldna 
to dbe people rending in the Tieinit^ iriio ahonld deaire to 
obtain Aem fofr the purpoae of oonTwting them into hati. la 
July, 1731, further improrements were made at the block-house 
by the addition of a store-house at the back of the maio build- 
in <x, and by repairs which had become nece86an\ 

The route wliicb tlic Indians ii^imlly took in goinar from 
Canada to Fort Dummer, was by Lake Champlaiu, Otter 
creek, and Black and Connecticut riverg. The goTemment of 
Massachugetts being about to take niea*»ures to ascertain tlie 
exact course of this ''Indian road," obuiined from a certain 
Jame^ Coss or Ctoshi, the following diary f>f a journey from Fort 
Dummer to Lake Champlain, })erli»rmed in tiie year 1730. 
FrMin it sometliing may be len-irned of tlie manner of travelling 
in the wilderness in those early timee^ and of the hardships per- 
taining tliereto. 

"Monday, y* 2Tth Aj)ril, 1780, at about twelve of y^ clock 
we left Fort Dummer, and travailed that day three miles, and 
lay down that night by West Kiver, which is three miles die- 
tant firom Fort Dummer. Notabene. I trayailed with twelve 
Canady Mohawks that drank to great excess at y* fort and 
killed a Skatacook Indian in their dranken o ondition> that eame 
to amoke with them. 

* Th« first appropriation for trading parpocM WM mftde on th« 19th of June, 

1723 trhen the (^l^n*^!^! Carxi-t voted to wt apart "JflfWi, fqual to about £333 
6*. 8d. sterling, for the purchasing g(>n<l« to be lodged nt thv 1 ruck liouae above 
>'orthfield, to supply the Indians withaL" The Truok-nuuter waa order^ " to 
■dfaaee 90 par mdI <mi nuu, 8ugsr» aid adiMii^ tadn pat «m 8d«|whi 
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"Tuesday. We travailed upoa the great Biver* about tea 
miles. 

"Wednesday. We kept y® same course upon great Kiver 
travailed about ten miles, and eat a drowned Buck that night. 

"Thursday. We travailed upon the great River within two 
miles of y* Great Falisf i^ said iiiver, then we went upon Land 
to the Black River above y* Great Falls, went up in that River 
and lodged about a mile and a half frc^m the mouth o£ Black 
Biyer, which days travail we judged was about ten miles. 

Fry day. We cross Black River at ye FallsJ afterwAidft 
trayail through y* woods N.N.W. then croM Black River again 
about 17 mileB above our fizst crofldBg, afterwards travailed y^ 
same conrae, and pitched our tent on y* liomeward aide of 
Black BiTer. 

^ Saturday. We eroflsed Blaek Birer, left a great mountain 
on y* right hand and another on ye left.$ Keep a N. W. oonrae 
till we pitch our tent after 11 milea trarail by a Brook which we 
called a branch of Black Biyer. 

Sabbath Day. Soon after we b^gan onr days wetk^ an old 
pregnant squaw that trayailed wil£ ub, stopt alone and waa 
deliyered of a child, and by Monday noon oyertook ns with a 
living child upon her Back. We tiayall to Black Biyer. At 
ye three islandB, between which and a large pound we paet y* 
River, enter a mountain, || tluit afforded us a prospect of y* 
place of Fort Dimimer. Soon atYer we enter a descending 
country, and travail till we arrive at Artlmr Creek^ in a 
descending land, in this days travail which is 21 mih's, we 
came upon seven Brooks which ruu a S. W. course at ye north 
end of said Mountain. From lilack lliver to Arthui- Creek we 
judge is 25 miles. 

"Monday. Made Canoes. 

••Tuesday, iiindered travailing hy rain. 

" '\\\ diicBdav. We ^^o in our Canoes upon Arthur Cre<j!k, till 
we meet twu i^^oat falls in said River.** Said Kiver is very 
Black and deep and surrounded with f^ood laud to y* extremity 
of our prospect Thia days travail 35 milea. 

* Coonectieat rirer. f Bellows Falls. 

I At €«Dtre village in dM town of Bpringa«ld. Sm Zadoek llMmptoii^ y«b 
mont, Part III , p. 164. 

g In the iowuship of Ludlow. 

I XatlMtoiwiMliip«f njBovlb^iriMnBlMk limtlMt. 

TOttWMMk. ••Fkobiljl^iiitkMtowiiflf BuiiiBd. 
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" Tliursday. We sail 40 miles ia Arthur Creek. "We meet 
with great Falls,* and a little below thera, we meet with two 
other great Falls,! and about 10 miles below y* aaid Falls we 
meet two other pret^ large Falls4 We canyd our Canoes 
by these Falls and come to j* Lake."§ 

The gaxrison at Fort Dummer, which had been redaoed in 
1727, was, in Jannaxy, 17dl» reinforced by the addition of ten 
aoldien, and from that time nntil the year 1750, it seldom 
waabmd less than twenty men, and in times of daai^er often 
amounted to tESj. The Bev. Ebeneser Hindelll was in 1780 
iqppointed to the chiq^lainey of the fort, which post he probably 
held twelve or fonrteen years, being mn^ beloved bodi by the 
Vidians and the Fnglisk^ 

In order to render tradie with the Indians more advantageous, 
and to strengthen the bonds of peace and friendship, Capt 
Kellogg rseeived into the Ibrt on the 6th of October, 1734^ three 
commiadoneis from the Scaticodc^ tribe, whose names and 
titles wm, Massegnnn, first captain ; iN'snnatoohan, second cap- 
tain ; Massamah, lieutenant ; and on the 1st of September, 1735, 
three other commission officers of the Cauglmawaga tribe, 

• Middlebary FhIU. f At Weybndg«b 

t At Vergeimea. 

i BoonauaB. iaoOeeSM Btat^ KaMi, A. nxriil m« 187. 

I H« WM for mtwaI jmn a nuMioiiATy to ih« ConiMeticat lirer Li^ni In 

a letter which he wrote from Fort Dummer, dated Janiwry 26th, 178|, refers 
riis: to his labors, he stated thst " a j»ood dii'positiofj'* was prpval^^nt nmong the 
IndiHiia, that on Snnday * number of them usually aMembled to luten to huo, 
that a child had been presented to him for baptism, to which he had refused to 
f^8wi«ft^ ihe rite bfieaiiM its parent! vere not Christiane, that be bad endeik 
fored to instmet the parents in Ghrialianity, but had as yet met with no BttBSSW. 
In 1748, Mr. ITinsdoll erooted a fort withiu t\\e limits of the present town of 
Hinsdale, iS'ew Hampshire, and in the some year he an<l Josiah Willani, the com- 
mander of Fort Bummer, were appointed under^»>mmiBsioner8 for the northern 
p<Htiooa of MewiiibnieHe, and tb« a^laeeni frontieia. Tliie fNiet tit«j beld until 
Oetober SStb, HbedeUli efforto in behalf of the grcnrth and f iiwp eri ly 

of the prorinee were not nnobsenred, and on November lOth, 1748. GoTemor 
BbTrlcy desired the Ofneral Cotirt " to provide a few men for tlie defence of 
51r. llinFdeH's fort below Fort Dumiuer for the winter Bea»*oii, ' a rtt^uest wliieh 
was undoubtedly complied with. In the year 1769, he resided near Sugar 
Lorf liwinlein> fa the tp>wn nMeh Si now knffwn ae Boath Dee >a dd »¥i i Bhn - 

^ R ii dWenH to esoertain the exact date of transactions which oecurred at 
tlus period, owing to the burning of tbe Town House in Boston, on December 
9tb, 1747, at which time were destroyed " Ihe Books of Records of the Oeneral 
Assembly of Maasachiuetta, from July 5th, 1737, to Septemb^ SOtl^ 1746, and 
efbielliiiei^OoBMa'' 
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named Ontanssoocroe, colooei ; Thyhansilhaii, lieuft naiit-coloiiel ; 
Ci'Tiiii-ighan, major. Yearly peiisioiiB were grantod to them, 
aiid they remained in the ]>ay of the truok-hovM VOiii 1744y 
when it was again turned into a fort. 

Maseochufietts having deemed it necessary to renew a certain 
treaty which had been made with the Indians some years 
beiore, appointed John Stoddnrd, Eleawr Porter, Tfagmas WaL- 
lu, Joseph KeUogg, and Israel Williams, commissioiicts, who hj 
ngnmsoU met Ontaussoogoe and other delegates of the Oaii|^- 
tiswftga tribe, at Fovt DHmmei, on the 5th and 6th of October, 
1787. FrieiMUj spoeohes were mkle bj both ptrtieg, 4iie health 
of King Geoi^ was dnak^ and the deatii of die €k»y«nior's Mj 
deplored. Blankets and wampum were exoihangid, and IJm 
lepreeentsfiTes of the ladiaiia and die Englkh sepanted with 
exproasionfl of mntoal good-will and ftiendahipu* In the same 
year the tmdL^honse was burned, bat whedier entMj or par- 
tially, there is nolhing on ncord to show.f 

Dnring this season of comparative quiet, Maflsaehmetls and 
New Hampeliirc granted several new townships on their fron- 
tiers, the former extending her grants to the northward and 
westward, and along Connecticut river, above Korthfield, era- 
bracing on the east banks of tliat stream the present towns of 
Hiiisdale, Chesterfield, Westmoreland, Walpole, and Chark'S- 
town. These five towns were at first included in four, and for 
several years were known by their nnmbers. Beginning at 
Hinsdale, Charl^town M'as Numl>er Fonr. As to tlie eettlem ents 
west of the Green Mountains, the first ot them was made bv tlie 
French in 1731, at Ciiinmey Point, in the south-west comer of 
what is now the township of Addison. But this, as well as the 
settlement at Fort Frederick, now Crown Point, on tlio west side 
of the Lake, was subsequently broken up, and tlio settlers^ with 
the ganTBon of the fort, were, in the year 1759, ramoyed to 
OanadSk 

* AppiBdiaifi^«MkliiiiiBgaBaMoaiiftof l^ frm> c tin fi«tth»t m i>» i l<l 

the treAty. 

f Th« only hint of ihii oirowmtanee if eonUua«d in * petitiua Ut Govorn<»^ 
liiBilM MA«,taiMBflM«M«,*MllM:SMh» IVSS^Ia wUA ho uya ht 
WM " ftmnorly tikta priooner to Can*d% ■lUrvsfdi was aate O^ntala Kolkif 
■t the trtickhoiiMb aoHb oT MoMMi, lad wis agwat ia XW wte It 
VMbaHMd." 
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CHAPTER n. 

OOSrUCtS WITH TU£ INDIANS. 

Boundary- Disputes— Sartweii i Fort — Bridgmau's Fort — Defence* at Fort Dum- 
TMBs iiMi €bt ladUuw-lfrintoiiMMw Foft Buomp— OfafMitat 
WiWttBB th« AMMsbly of New UmafMn «id the Genml Ooart of Muift* 
chusette Bay— Declaration of W&r between EngUnd and Frcaee^EBtablifthmeot 

of Forts — Indian Deiiredations — William Phip;* — rr«sent« to the Indians^ 
Attack on the Fort at the Great Meadow — Capture of Nehemtah How — For fear 
of Ike SiMBay th* Settleft Imm UMlr Abadea— Sieg« of KooriMr Foot, aft«r> 
vwdi GhAiMawB— Bimiaf «r Bridgnoi'a Fbrt Seoopd AitaA oa ITvnbtr 

Four — Fight between OepL Ifdvin and the Indiana— Capt SteTena'a Expedt 

tion — An Ambu9«ft<le — Account of tho rnpHvi^g wlm wert- Ukcn t<j Carm<l»— 
Bnnnincr the Oauntlet — C'apt Humphrey Hobt^s's Kiicounter with tlie Indiana- 
Conflict uear Fort Danomer — Brave Conduct of the Soldiers — Route pursued 
tiM TnitiMM Tlfht eft Fiteh'e Bleek-lMaefr-^Propoulkae fbr fteteettea 

Thb dispute between Haasachiuntti and New Hampehire m to 

the northern boundary of the former prcmnoe, wMeh had con- 
tinued since tlic vl";u 1730, was determined on the 9th of April, 
1740. Tlie decibiou gave to New Hampshire a tract of country 
fourteen miles in breadth, and above lil'ty in length— -a greater 
<^u;Liitity than she had ever claimed — and took from Massa- 
chusetts twenty-eight new townships bctwoon the Merrimack 
and G liuecticnt riveiTi, be«i lis a laige aniomit of vacant lands. 
But the settlement of one dispute only gave rise to another. 
A part of the soutli boundary of Xew Hampshire, beginning at 
a point three miles due north of Patucket falls, was declared in 
the decision referred to, to be a straight line, drawn &am thence 
due west, till it meets with hia M^mtj^n other govemmentg 
bat the mioertainty whieh theo preyailed as to legal extent 
of ^ hie Miyestj's other goyemments," was the canse not only 
ef a contvoTeny in this instance, but of another which at a later 
period engaged the attention of New Hampehiie^ New Yoirl^ 
and tlie *^ New Hampehire Grante" for many yean. 
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HISXOXr OF XABTXBH YXBMOHT. 



[17^. 



Tlie command of Fort Dummer having been given to Capt, 
Josiali Willard in 1740, its tbnner commander, Joseph Kellogg, 
was appointed Indian interpreter for the garrison, whicli otiice 
he held until the year 1749. Great pains were taken to obtain 
from the Indians then in the eervice of the fort, as madi 
aeslstance as wae compatible with their indolent dispoeitions; 
and in order to remoye one €i the caoiea which had too long 
tended to lower their condition, they were deprived of the snp- 
plies of liquor which had for a long time composed a part of 
their latkms. As the frontier setUementi extended, it became 
necesBaiy &r the inhabitants to incresM and gtrengthen their 
defenoee. Hie forta or, more properly, block-honaee of thia 
period were generally built widi laige aqnaied timben laid 
horiaontally one aboTC the other, in the ahape .of an oUoog <Nr 
aqnare, and lodrad together at the angles in the manner of alog 
cabin. This etmctnre was roofed, and fnmished with loopholea 
on every side, through which to observe and attack the enemy. 
Tlie upper story usually projected over the lower, and under- 
neath this projection other loopholes were cut, to enable those 
within to fire down on the assailuntp, in ca^e of a close approach. 
In this maimer did Josiah Sartweli build the fort which was 

afterwards called bv his 
name. It stood about 
one hundred rods from 
Connecticut river, in the 
north part of what was 
for a long time Hinsdale, 
now Vernon, Vermont, 
and four miles south of 
Brattleborough. To the 
east of it ran the pub- 
lic road. It was taken 
down in 1838, after hav- 
ing stood nine^-eiglit 
yean, and on its site 
there has since been erected a honse which is owned and 
oceiqiied by the Hcs. Ebeneaer How Jr., a greatgreatgrand- 
aon of Josiah Sartweli, and a greatgrandeoncf Caleb How, who 
was killed by the Indiana. Bridgman'e Fort, of similar con- 
stmction, was pvobaUy bnilt the same year by Oriando Bridg- 
man. It was situated one half of a mile south of Sartwell'a 
Fort, on the east side of the road, and with the exception of 
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Fort Diiniiner, was the only place picketed and secure in tluit 
vicijiity. About the saine time a settlement was made on tlie 
'* Great Meadow," in what is now the town of Putney, and a 
garrison called Fort Hill was built iu the <ieDtre of tlie Mea- 
dow ;" but by whom it was erected or ooenpied is not known. 
On the other aide of Connecticut iiTer, Number Four, after- 
wards ObarkBtown, which, Mrith a number of other townships^ 
had been granted by MaflMchuetto in 1786, although bat Utoly 
Beittled, had already begun to be a poet of Bome importanee. 
Another station of note waa HinsdeU or jSUnadale^B Fort It 
ma aitoated in the town of Hinsdale, N. H., nearly opposite to 
Sartwell's Foit, and was built by the Bey. Ebenezer HinsdeU, 
in 1748. 

Fort Dnnuner being in a de&neelQSB oondition, OupL Josiah 
Willard, for himself and those under his oommand," informed 
the GoTenior <tf MaeeaehusettB on the 34th day of June, 1740, 
that they were ** willing to be at the cost of putting y* garrison 
into a posture of defence, and erect two sufiicient bastions at 
opposite angles^ providing the government will be at the charge 
of hiring a caq)enter and provide naiU, ironwork and boards.'' 
The proposition woa acceiled to, and Uie furt was made more 
defensible than it had ever been before. Witliin were four 
province liouses, as they were called, two stories in lu itrlit, 
comfortaljle, and for these da^-s even convenient ; besides 
which there Avere two or thrve smaller houses, containing a 
room eaclu which could be occni^ied when the garriison num- 
bered more than its complement oi iih n. Without, the fort was 
picketed. Posts twenty tuet in height })lacod perpendicularly 
in the gromid side by side, and 6barj)encd i\t the upper end, 
surrounded it on every side. Openings were left in the pickets 
through which to lire on the enemy, and at opposite angles of 
the fort, twenty -five feet from the ground and five above the 
tops of the pickets, square boxes were placed in which the 
sentinels kept guard. To the patteraroes with which the ^'ai- 
rison was origiimlly famished, several swiyels were now added, 
whieh enabled the inmates of the fort to reeeive the enemy 
with an enfilading fire, thus rendering the place comparatively 
seenre. The '^Great Gun" of whioh mention is so often made 
in pa^en relating to Fort Dummer, whose rsport oouM be heard 
Ibr many miles, was nerer fired except as a signal for assistanoe, 
or on the reception of some fortunate or pleasing news.* 

• Bound MS. in office bee. of State Maas. Izzii. 496. 
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BttXOBT OF SAiTEBN YSBMOKT. 



[1744. 



Tlie declaration of war by Groat Britain against France and 
Spain on the 2Dth of March, 1744, was followed by its procla- 
miitiun at Boston in the month of Jnne following. An Indian 
war was n noressuiy a]t]*Lti(Uii::ti in the Aniencan colonies to a 
war with France, and (hiring this contest, called by some the 
first French war, and by others the Cape Breton war, the almost 
daily cmeltiee practised by the Indiaoa were witness to their 
long-fostered determination of Tengeance for the misfortmiet 
which they had suffered on account of the whiteB. The 
Indian commissioners who had realded at Fort Dummer giaoe 
the year 1734, and had heoome used to English ways and 
onstoms, would, it was supposed, remain doling the war wher» 
they had so long lived, and endeavor hy their influence to 
afford some protection to their friends from the ravages of 
the enemy. Bnt the Inst of gain, and the desire of plmider, 
broke down Ihe nicer harriers which had sprung fW>m friendly 
eommanieation and social intercourse ; and not only was Foii 
Dnnuner deserted by the Indians, bnt also all the stations in the 
vicinity where they had dwelt, their numbers going to angment 
the forces of the hostile (ribes in Osnada. At the same time 
the truck establishment at Fort Dummer was al^ discontinued. 

The traffic which during the sixteen years previotis liad hwn 
there carried on with tlie Indians by the tJ-overnuient of Ma.-sa- 
chusette, had i)roved of no pecuniary p rot it to the latter. De- 
ducting the charge of transportation, and a remuneration for tlie 
waste incidental tliereto, the Indians were euppli* d with (,'(k mIs 
at nearly first cost, wliile for their furs, deer gkin,-, iih>ose skins, 
and taliow, they were alkAVi d the Boston mai'ket-jirices. Tlie 
province had also a trans|Mi]t sli»r»p in pay for tlie use of this 
fort, and of Forts Richmond and Georges on tlie eastern 
frontiers, which forts were also used as trading" houses in time 
of peace. Had it not been deemed necessary to supply the 
Indians with goods in order to protect themfifom the abuses of 
private traders, and to turn their attention as mneh as possible 
from unfHendly and warlike designs, the government would not 
have continued a trade so diaadvantageons and one-sided, so 
long as they did. 

Since ii^ efecti(m by Massachusetts, Fort Dummer had beoi 
maintained and garrisoned at the expense of that province ; but 
by the late determination of the boundary Unes between Massa- 
chosetts and Hew HampiJtire, the fort was supposed by many 
to have fiillen within the limita of the latter province* Kassa- 
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cliusett8, "however, continued to support and maintain it until 
war was declared in 1744, when GoTemor Shirley opened a 
communication with the home goTemment on the subject In 
his letters to the Lord Preudent the King^s Council and to 
the Duke of Newcastle, one of his Majesty's principaL 8ecre- 
tenea of Statey he clearly showed tliat the great expense which 
tbo ptoviiusa waa likoly to maai in providing for its own defonoo 
in many other plaooi would no kvogar justify it in continuing 
the establishment of Fort Dummer. At the same time he 
declared it to be <tf the last importance at that time, that thia 
poet shonid be etrongly fortified, not only for the de&nce of the 
aettleie in the immediate neighborhood, but alao on acconnt of 
the position of the fort^ it being situated within three or four 
days' march of die Trmi^ fort at Grown Point, which latter 
place was a coDstant retreat and resort for the iVench and 
Indiana in all their' ezpeditioDs against the English settlements. 
Be fnrther stated that the lifassachnsetta goTerament did not 
think it their duty to provide for a fi>rt no longer their own, 
and proposed that Ihe proyince of New Hampsliire, to which 
it properly belonged, should make provision lor its support. 

Uu the receipt of this representation, the King in Council, 
on tlie 0th of September, ordered that the fort and it^ garrison 
should be HiaiiitaiiiLd, and that the Governor of Xew llamp- 
shire shnuKi niovo the Assembly of tliat province in his Ma- 
jesty's name, to make a proper proviiaou fur that service, and 
at the same time inform tliem, that in case they should refuse to 
comply with a proposal so necessaxy and reasonable, his Majesty 
would restore the fort, and a "proper district cuutiguous there- 
to," to the MatN^iachusetts Bay. In view of the importance of 
tlie station, and of the sad results which niiglit follow, Bhonld it 
fall into the hands of the enemy, Governor Shirley was ordered 
in the same report to represent to the Provincial ApscmMy of 
the Ma^jsacliusetts Bay, the necessity of continuing to j>rovi(le 
for Fort Dummer until a final answer should he ohtained from 
l^ew Hampshire, and his Majealy'B pleasure in relation to the 
snbject, further signified. 

^niis order, together with a message from Gbvemor Shirley, 
was jn-esented to the House of Beprosentatives of Massachu- 
setts, and that body, with the concunrence of the Council, in 
consideration of the great danger there was that the inhabitants 
fiom Gontooeook,* in New Hampshire, to Connecticnt river. 
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would be driveu froiii tLeir HettleiHeutcj ^llOTlkl tlie furt Le taken, 
unanimously voted that " tlie captain-general }>c - Irsired to cause 
the same ninn]»*.r of officers and men as were in tlie last esta- 
blislunent at said fort, to be enliBted and there posted ; and 
that the Bame allowanoe as before be made iot their wages and 
subsistence, for a term not exceeding three months, provided 
that this vote or grant shall not be deemed or urged as a pre- 
cedent for this goTemment's taking into their pay at any time 
hereafter tiiis fort, or anj eliher fort which may serve as a pre> 
taction to any inhabitants or estates, the jorisdiction whmof is 
claimed by any other govenmient" It was ako voted that the 
term of Ubiee months should commence with the dOth of Janii- 
aiy, 1745* For the better secnrity of ihis garrison, Ihe strongs 
est, and, with the exception of the stockade then building on 
ihe Great Meadows, the most noarthem, two swivel gims and 
two fonr-pomidm were added to its mnnitions. 

In accordance with his instmetioTis, Governor Shirley inform- 
ed Gk)vemor Wentworth, of New Hampshire, on the 25th of 
Februarv, of tlie nature of the order he had received from his 
Alajestj, and of the action of the Massachusetts Assembly 
tliereon. He further requested Im Excollcncv to make provi- 
sion for the tiiture sustenance of the garrison, or at lea^t to come 
to a H]»eedj resolution on the subject, in order that an answer 
mi^^lit be returned without delay to the King. The suiiject was 
brought before ihe New Hatni shire Assembly on the 3d of 
May, but a majority of the lower bouse declined making any 
grant for tliis purpose, and adduced, in support of this deter- 
mination, the following reasons : — "Tliat the fort was fifty miles 
distant from any towns which had been settled by the goven^ 
ment or people of New Hampshire ; that the people had no 
right to the lands which, by the dividing line, had fallen within 
New Hampshire, notwithstanding the plausible arguments 
which had been used to induce them to bear the expense of the 
line, viz. that the land would be i^ren to them, or else would 
be sold to pay that expense ; that the charge of maintaining 
that fort, at so great a distance, and to which there was no com- 
munication by roads, would exceed what had been the whole 
expense of govenunent before the line was established ; that the 
gi eat load of debt contracted on that account, and the yearly sup- 
port of government, with the unavoidable expenses of the war, 
were as much as the ]>eople could bear ; that if they should take 
upon them to maintain this fort, there was anodier much better 
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and mm Goareniait tot at a place called Kmnber Four, be- 
sides Beveial ofliar setHementB, wbieh they Bhovld, al80» be 
obliged to defend ; and, fbally, diat there waa no danger that 
llieee forts wonld want Bnpport^ flince it was the interest of Has- 
saehnsettB, by whom they were erected, to mamtsin them as a 
cover to their frontier.'^ 

Upon this deelarationy l2ie Governor dissolred the Assembly 
and celled another, to whom, in the most pressing and eloqnent 
terms, he recommended the same measnre. In aceordanoe witli 
his wishes, that body resolved, on the 15th of June, that his Ex- 
cellency the Captain General be desired to enlist or iinprc'ss 
twenty good, effective men, to be by him employed in Lis ^la- 
jesty's service for six months, a garrison for Fort Dnm- 
mer.f This resolution was notified to Governor Shirley by 
Governor Wentworth, and was acconipaniud with a request 
that the fort mierht be delivered to New KainpBhire, and the 
Maasachusetts forces lie drawn within tlie bounds of that ])ro- 
vinee. In answer, Governor Shirley desire*! (Tovemor WoTit- 
worth to take poggcssion, and sent orders to (japt. AViilard to 
deliver tbe fort to his charge on demand. Previous to this, 
however, the Assembly of New Hampshire, as has been seen, 
had refused to support the fort, and Massachusetts had thero> 
upon agreed to maintain it. By consequence, when Gk)vemor 
l^lurley acqnainted his Majesty's Council of Massachusetts with 
his action on the last resolve of the Assembly of New Hamp- 
shire, they were of opinion that he could not, according to the 
tenns of hh ^rajosty's order, be justified in delivering op the 
fort imtil his Majesty's pleasore should be known. A suspicion 
prevailed that the Assembly of New Hampshire intended to 
provide for the fort, only nntil they conld obtain f idl possession 
of it, and that they would then slight it It was also well known 
that the allowance proposed by New Hampshire for the support 
of the soldiers, was not half as large as that ^ven by Massachn- 
settS) which many deemed too small Under these coosidmp 
tions, Gkyvemor Shirley judged it best to oonntermand his 
orders, and the fort was again supported by ICaasaclmsetts. 

• BdlmAp'8 Hist N. H., il 288, 287. 

f wigMaOomd an fhw •tatod: " OnttOftptain to b«fe SS fUDiiigi per 
moAi «M linltiMnt to have ISe. 6d. per mmtii; one Scrgeent to have IS*. 6d» 

per montb ; one Corporal to have 128. per month ; aud elxte^n Centinels to hare, 
each, lew. per month ; and each of Uie said twenty meo beaUowed Se^ per mootb 
for proTiding themaelveft with proTiuona.** 
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In this condition the subject remained until 1747, when 
Governor Skirley a^dn wrote to Governor Wentworth, to know 
whether he would take upon himself the cluuge of supporting 
the fort After a long delaji hia Ezoellencj, on the 2Stibt of 
October, 1748, signified Ids iiiiwillingne» to bear the expense, 
and the subject was then brought before the Board of Trade in 
consequenoe of a letter from GoYemor Shirley to that body. 
This conunumcation eontamed an aeocmt of the condition of 
Fort Dnmnier, and an offer to fiorward to the Board of Tnde a 
schedule of the chaiges incoxred for supportmg the fort smee the 
oommenceznent of the war. The committee to whom the ma^ 
ter was referred, reported on the 8d of Augu&t, 1749, that it 
was proper fbr New Hampshire to reimbiiijBe MaMchusetts £br 
maintaining the fort, and advised that the GoTemor of Kew 
Hampshire should be directed to recommend to the Assembly 
of liiri province, a permanent provision for the fort, and that it 
should be allowed to remain where it was, hincc, were it re- 
moved within the lines, it would be in the midst of ijarrisou 
houses, and woidd thius defeat the object of its erectioci, whicli 
was to keep the enemy at a distance. 

Although this report was favorable to Massachusetts, yet 
when Parliament granted to New Hampshire a reimbursement 
for the Canada expedition, tlio petition of the government of 
Massachusetts praying that a deduction might be made in their 
favor from tliis fund, was denied. This denial was owiug to the 
vigilance and address of Capt. John Tliomlinson, formerly a sea 
captauiybtit at that time the agent at London for j^ew Hampshire. 

As soon aa the declaration of war between England and 
France was proclaimed at Boston in June, 1744, orders were 
issued by GoyermF Shirley for the building of a line of forts, 
more efiectoallj to protect the western frontiers of Massachu- 
setts from the ravages of the Indians. Of the routes which had 
been pursued by tlie enemy in the former waiB in approaclung 
the frontieiB from Oanada, the most northern was by the riyer 
St Francis, through Lake Memphramagog^ dienee by portage 
to the Passnmsic, down that riTer to the Connecticut, and 
thence to the settlements bordering the banks of the latter 
stream. Sometimes the enemy, having sailed down Lake Ghaxn* 
plain as &r as Whitehall, would proceed up Pawlet liver to its 
souroes, theooe across the monntains to West ri w and down 
that stream to the Ootmectieut. At other times th^ would 
approach that river by followmg up Otter creek to its sources. 
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Kor were the firm Lamome, "WinoosW, and "Wliite, unknown to 
them in their journeys to Connecticut riyer. But the moet com- 
mon iroad from Canada, and that most frequently trareraed, waa^ 
hj the way of Otter creek and Black rirer. This has been pr*- 
vionsly described under the name of the Indian road, and WM 
fio called at the time of the earlieaft EngUsh eettlements.* 

Fort Dnmmer was a eerione obatametioii to the Indian eoemj, 
wiio hating approached by the vnsy of Wett xiver, were de- 
scending into lliasaachQaettB. After the building of Number 
FonTy tbit station occupied the same position ibr ^oae who had 
leached Oomiecticnt riror by the way of the more northern 
streams. The ibrts which were ordered to be built by govern- 
ment, extended from Fort Dummer to HboaaCynow Adams, and 
WiOiamstjpW. Hiey were sitnated in the fbflowing towns. 
Fort MasAchueetts or Hoosac was fn Adams, Fort Pelham in 



Luiraiii, ami Sheldon's fort in Bemardston, In the latter place, 
as well as lit Colrain, ficvcral lionses were stockaded, and at 
Northfield and Greenfield the old defences were repaired. Be- 
sides those already mentioned on Connecticut river, tliere were 
forts on the New llampBhire side at Upper and i^<iwer Afilnielot. 
The western cordon of forts was ])laced under the iiiLincdiate 
command of Capt., afterwards Col. Ephraim "Williaiuj*, who 
eptahlished his head (j iKirters at Fort Maefiachii-^ tts. Col. John 
Stoddard, of Nortli;nn|)tun, commaiidcr of the i/iiliti a regiment 
in the county of naTiij)shire, Massac! ni setts, was charcred with 
the general super! iitendence of the di ti iice of the same quarter. 
Major Israel Williams of Ilattield, was appointed commissarr nf 
the department, and Col. Josiah Willard, commander of l^ort 
Dnmmer, and the iiev. Ebenezer HinBdoU, the owner of 
HinsdeU's garrison, were his nnder commissarieB. Two hnndred 
men were raised for the defence of this poison of Ihe pro- 
Tince, and ninety-six barrels gunpowder were sent to the 
towns lying within an allotted Apace, to be sold to the inhabit- 
ants at the first cost 

The rations allowed to the gam's oti forces on the frontierB 
were, for each man, one pound of bread and a half pint of peas 
or beans per diem ; two {Kmnds of pork for three days, and one 
gaUon of molasses for fbrtf*two days. Marching foras were 
aUorwed a pound of bread for each man ; the same of poi^ and 
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a gill of mm per diem. Parties were kejit continually ranging 
from fort to fort on the linv between Forts Dnmmer and Mtinsa- 
chnsetts, and thence to TMttslield, for tlie purpose of ii'iretiug 
out the Indians, and coniiniuies of lartrc dugB were trained to 
FccTit til* ir trails. Scouts from the niiiitia were also employed 
to ecour the wilderness towards the head of Wood and Otter 
creeks. To induce the soldierB to engage in this kind of war- 
fare, a bounty of thirty poimds each was offered or Indiaa 
scalps. The officer who commanded a scalping expedition," 
was required to keep a &ir and correct joumal of his marchee 
SQd operatLoDB, and retnm it to the goyenunent of the pro- 
vince.* 

Dnringthe year 1744, no depredations were committed on the 
western fixntien, and thia exemptl<ui from diatorbauce afforded 
ample opportoni^ for eimatracting forta and preparing for future 
emeigencieay which opportonily, aa haa been shown, was in 
no wise ne^eeted. The first incursion in the next year waa 
made on the 5th of Joly, by a party of the Oorondax Indians 
•from Canada. William Pldps, as he waa hoeing com, near the 
aonth-weat conier of the Great Meadow, was captured by two 
of these Indians, and carried into the woods. They had proceeded 
^th him about half a mile, and were ascending a steep hill, 
when one of them remembering that he had left something, went 
back to get it, leaving the prisoner in the charge of his comrade* 
Watching his opportunity, Phips struck down his Indian keeper 
with a hoe which he had bronijrht with him, and seizing the gun 
of the prostrate Buva^^c, blii>t tlic oiher as he was ascending the 
hill. Unfortnnately, meeting with three others of the same 
party, as he was retaming to the fort, he was seized, killed, and 
Bcali)ed. The Indian whom he had stunned, alYerwards died of 
his wonnd. On the luth of the same month, the Indians 
ap]K\ircd at Upper Ashnelot, now Iveene, and kilknl and scalped 
.lu>ii4h Fisher. Kews of these events having reached MaFsachu- 
setts, Goveriirribhirley, on the 17th, ordered '* two companieB of 
snow-fchoe men tx) scout between Connecticut and !Merriinack 
rivers ft^r tlie protection of the inhabitantSi and discovery and 
annoyance of the enemy." 

The Assemhly of New York, previous to these occurrences, 
had voted an allowance of four hundred pounds for presents to 
the IndiaDfl, Yarioos letters having been presented to them 

* ngjt'» Indira Wan» pp. 280>m 
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contahiiiig acconnte of the circnmstsnces aboTe narrated, and 
of others similar, Col. Schuyler, one of the members, stated 
that the fean and jealousiea of the Six Nations of Indians had 
Ix en aroused and wefo sustained by the deugna of the French, 
but that the destraetion of the border setdemenla might be 
pievented by the use of a single afgament. Hie stiongest whieb 
oonld be presented to the Indians, a suitable present'* The 
Assemblj aeoardingly Toted, on the 21st of Angost, that six 
bnndred pounds shoidd be added to what bad alfeady been 
given them. Of ihe wisdom of this course, those who proposed 
and supported it were the best judges ; bat the effect on the 
Indians seems to baye been far different from what was ex- 
pected. If iSbev feare and jealousies bad been excited by the 
French, their love of plunder and their hope of gain appeared 
to receive new lite by tlie favors of the English; and thus vir- 
tnallv receiviiiii rewards of both nations, tliev renewed tlieir 
depredations, which < nly differed from tlieir previous acts by 
the greater display ol" bkiil and cunning which cliaracLciized 
them. Another reason of the little effect of tlie presents <>f 
Kew York may be tbund in the fact that on tlie 23d of August, 
only two davp after the passage of the above Tote, Lieutenant- 
Governor fepencer I'hips, of Massachusetts, in consideration of 
the breach of the treaty of neutrality between that province 
and the Six Nations, form^y declared war against the Kastem 
and Canada Indians. 

To conclude the events of the year bj a bold stroke, a body 
of French and Indians, the latter being twelve in number, 
attacked the gamson at the Great Meadow, on the 12th of Oo- 
tober at noon-day. A brisk fight was carried on for an boor 
and a half, and one Indian was killed by a shot from the ram* 
parts, but the fort was defended with so much coolness and 
courage, that the enemy were not able to take it, or even essen- 
tially injure it In lieu of vietoiy they killed or droYe off the 
greater part cf the catHe in the neighborhood, a method of 
taking rerenge by no means uncommon. Nehemiah How 
who was cutting wood about eighty rods from the fort when 
the enemy appeared, was taken by them, and no attempt was 
made to rescue him, as it would have endangered the lires of 
an in the garrison. As they were leading him away, by the 
side of the river, they perceived a canoe approaching with two 
men. Firing, they killed one of them, David Rugg, but the 
other, Robert Baker, made for the opposite shore and escaped. 
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Both of the«?e meTi, together with How, beloiiged to the garrison 
at the Great ^Meadow. Proceeding further thev passed tliree 
otlier men, who, by skulking under the bank, reacdied the tVrt 
in safety. One of them was Caleb IIow, the prisoner's eon. 
Arriring opposite to Nundier Four the Indians compelled their 
captive to write his name on a piece of bark, and there left it. 
After travellmg seven days westward, thej came to a lake, 
where they found five caooea, with com, pork, and tobacco. 
Tliey embarked in the canoeB, and having stuck the scalp of 
David BnggOD a pole, proceeded to the fort at Crown Point, 
where How received humane treatment from the French. 
Thence he was taken to QneheCy where he died. He was," 
eaid Belknap, " a useful man, greatly lamented bj hie friends 
and ftUow-ci^ves.'' Not kng after these ocenrrenoes the 
fort at the Great Meadow heing eraonated, was destroyed or 
went to decay** 

On the dSdi of March, 1T46, the eneiny made tiieir appear- 
ance in the neighhorhood of Fort Shirley, and nntil late in the 
antnmn were scattered in small parties on all the frontiers. 
Several attempts were made by them to take the fort at Num- 
ber Four and some of the other garrisons in the vicinity by 
surprise, but in n<me were they sncoeBsfoL On the 24th of 
Jnne, a party of twenty Indians killed William Bobbins and 
J ames Baker,+ while working in a meadow near Bridgman's 
Fort, wounded Michael Gilson and Patrick Ray, and took John 
BeeinauJ and Daniel How prisoners, but not until tlie latter 
had killed one of his captore. So un&at'o Wiis travelling of 
every kind, that the settlers were obliged to go to tlie mills 
with a guard, wlieiicver they wanted meal. On one (occasion 
a party of twenty men who went from the west side of Con- 
necticut river to liinsdell's mill in Tsew Tratnpshire, witli Co]. 
Willard at their head, in searching round the mOl discovered a 
piU'ty of Lidians in ambush. A skirmish ensued, but the 
enemy were received with bo much rotiolution, that they made 
a precipitate retreat, leaving their packs in the hands of 
Willard and his party. 

The defence of the western frontier of New Hampshire being 
not only hazardous bnt ineffectual, the government of that 
province^ instead of increasing the nnmber of their foroesi 

• Belknap's Uist N. U., ii. 241. 

f Ttrk», in Hoyt's Indba W«n, p» SM^ 

i BctBiMitk in HojA IndiMi p. S8S* 
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reiused to furaioli tlieir regular quota. At tlie same time some 
persons in the north -wostera pai't of Massachusetts, deeming it 
inexpedient to be at the charge of defending a territory which 
was without their jurisdiction, petitioned theAteemblj to with- 
draw their troops from that quarter. Qovemor Shirley endea- 
Tored to prevail on the Assembly to keep ganiMOS in aU thtte 
forts during the winter, but hit eibm were without success. 
The inhabitants, being without protection, wm obthged to quit 
theirabodea. Masjof them d^oaited in th«eftrdti«eh of their 
effeeta ae they were imable to etarjf took wiHi them meh as 
were portable, and moyed down the rirer, leaving their hnild- 
ingji a prey to the enemy, who deedoyed them, or oanied away 
ftom th^ what they pleased. Some d the blodt-hoiueB on 
die river, which were thna left exposed, were bmned, and for 
BeTeral months Fort Dnmmer was die most northcm post on 
that fiontier provided with a gsniBon.* 

More eflTectiial mearares for the defence of the country were 
taken at the beginning of the year 174r7, than had been adopted 
for some time previous. On the 17th of Marcli, Governor 
Shirley presented to the General (>oiirt u nics8a<re relative to tlie 
ttate of Fort Dummer, and the importance of it.s ]>osition, and 
advised that it should be garrisoned with a larger Ibrco than 
was onlinarilv stationed there. Tliat liody havinir voted in 
accordance ■svith this reconinuMHliiiiun, I'rigadier-Gen, jMSp]»h 
Ihviirlit, by oRler of the govoruur, requested Lieut. Dudley 
Bradfttreet to take the command of fortv nieii, and with them 
garrison Fort J)unnncr, in place of the guard tlien stiitioned 
tiicre. Tlie request was obeyed, and the fort with its Btores 
was, on the 15th of April, delivered by Col. Josiali Wiilard 
into tlie hands of his successor. Uradstrcct retained the charge 
of the fort for live montlis, at the end of which time it was 
sgsin pkoed in the care of its former commander.f 

• In a l«tt«r from Col Jo«iah Willar<!, of Fort Dtxmmer, vritten probably in 
the year 17 H, is a rvcommendatiun tlint a General ComniandLT of the foreea 
•taltooed nortii of MaMMkchaaetta be appointed. *'Iam wiiiing," said ho, "to 
t«k« tfa« offiM VDdM dM Boo. OA. Stoddard, wd nm tiM riaqne (rf •btaining pay 
from lfa» g o y« rn BMat fcr my trwM*.* It do« not appMr tkat U» adriM wm 
taken —M^ in office S«s. State MaM. lUl 198. 

■f Whether T>riiil9tn_*<»t was incompetent to enrnmand the fort doe« not appear^ 
Gen. Dwight, when infomiiiic him of hi«5 ap|>ointnie[it, -wrote, " You must take tlip 
most effectoal care to avoid any surprise from tlio eueoiy, for ihould thai fort or 
tmj of yovr IBM be lofk by any alMondiMi in yon, it will h% vastly diahoDom^ 
«bk* H«iPMtbdMiiorth6Bev.Ihidle7B»ditrM«k wbom^'niiiil^ 
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In the latter part ol Atai ch of tlie same year, Governor Sliirley 
ordered Ciipt. Phiiieas Steveiis with thirty men, beinsr a por- 
tion of tlie levies wliich liad beeu mised for an expedition 
against Canada, to take p«>N?eteKion of Number Fonr, whicli had 
been without protection I'or more than two months, feai*s l)eing 
entertained that it would eitlicr be burned or taken by the 
enemy. This movement was most fortunate. Hardly was the 
tort garrisoned, when on the 4th of April it was attacked by a 
very large party of French and Indians^ under the command of 
Monsieur Debdine. The siege oontinned during three days, 
and in that time thousands of balls were poured npon the forty 
yet not one belonging to the garrison was killed, and two only 
were wounded. DebeUne giving up all hopes of carrying the 
fortificationi reluctantly withdrew* His forcesi howeYer, con- 
tinued to hoTer about the firontieiB in small parties, annoying 
all whom they chanced to fall In with* In admiration of the 
skill displayed by Stevens in this defence, 8ir Charles Knowles, 
who happened at that time to be in Boston, sent him an degant 
sword, and Number Four, when incorporated as a town in 1753, 
was called in honor of the commodore, Charlestown. During 
the remainder of the war, the garrison at Number Four was 
supported at the expense of ^klassachnsetts.* 

An alarm liavinof been given in the month of July, that the 
enemy liad taken and were fortifying a posit i mi upon or near 
Uliick river, Col. William Williams, in purbuance of Gov- 
ernor Shirkiy's order, sent out a scouting i)arty xmUer the 
charge of Matthew Clesson, pilot, which went as far as ( Hter 
creek, but discovering no very significant signs of Indijuis, 
returned after an absence of twent}^-one days. On the 24rth of 
Ang^urit following, as twelve men were passing down Connecti- 
cut river from Number Four, they were surprised and attacked 
by the Indians. Nathan Gould and Thomas Goodall were 
killed and scalped, Oliver Avery was wonnded, and John 
Henderson captured. The rest escaped. A few days before 

Church of Chriat" in Groton, Maasachu&ctt^, from 1706-1712, aud wa« boru in 
ibftttown, March 12, 170{.— Bailer's Hist Qroton, pp. 170, 390, 391. 

Th« tterM winoh w«r« left in fhe fort by GoL Wil]«rd» oompiM tfa« follvwifig 
artiolo.s : — " S Otrriitge gniiB and forniture ; 6 PattentfOM» one, ezolnaive of y 
five being burst, all which belonged to the Province store* of y* Truck Trade; 
1*2 Small fir<» ann" : | barrel cannon [vowder ; 20 lbs. of other powder; 140 Ibn. 
of lead ; A ^uantitj of Flints ; One large iron pot." 

* For • aaoN deteOed iMOiiiit of fhe ** Siego of If umber Fov/* lee Belknap'e 
BiA K B., H MS-SSl. Mid HojTe ladiM Wn% MS-MS. 
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fShoB oodurenoe, Jonathan Sartwell was captnred at Hinacbde. 
Several otheza in tiie vicinity were killed by the Indians, who^ 
lurking in small parties, when least expected would fall upon 
tiieir victims, and usually with mournful success. In the fiJl 
of the year, they burned Bridgman^s fort, killed several persons, 
and took others prisouci's. In consequence of this last act, 
Ool. John Stoddard, on the 22d of October, sent Capt. 
Seth Dwiglit witli a force of thirty-six men in (jucst of the 
enemy ; but the search was unsnccessfiil, it being iibual witli tlio 
Indians to depart carefully, and with the greatest secresy and 
speed, when they had accompUshed their object. In place of 
this fort, which was in more proper terms a fortiiled house, a 
similar building was soon after constructed. 

Later in the autuTrin several pei-sons at Number Four were 
taken captive, but it wjis impossible topui'sue the captors, as the 
garrison w:is not provided with snow-shoe.", thongli many luin- 
dreds had been paid for by government. For the ]»rotoction of 
the frontiers duriiiLi: the winter, a garrison of twenty men was 
continued at Fort JJunimer, and another at Number Four. The 
block-houses were also better defended than they had been 
previously at this seasofi of the year, and for these reasons those 
who remained were in greater security, and enjoyed a longer 
respite from the ravages of their foes, than they had done since 
the war was declared. 

In the month of February, 1748, the Massachusetts General 
Court directed tlie number <^ men at Forte Massachasetts and 
Number Four to be increased to one hundred at each place. 
Of these, a suitable force was to be constantly employed " to 
intercept the French and Indian enemy in their marches from 
Wood creek and Otter creek" to the irontierB ; and was to be 
continued in the service until the first day of October following. 
The commanding officers were ordered to keep fair journals'* 
of thdr matches, and in order to excite the soldiers to vigilance 
and activity, the sum of one hundred pounds was ordered to be 
divided in ecpud parts among the officers and soldiers of any 
scouting party that might capture aii Indian, or produce the 
scalp of one they had killed. Capt Stevens was again appointed 
commander of Number Four, and Oapt Hobbe was ordered to 
^e same poet as seocnd in office.* 

* The nnmber of officers allowed at this period to a company of fifty men, and' 
Am w^OiflMjiMaiTtdpflriiMntbfiraMasfoUowi: one capiaiiit £4 ; <m«li«ii> 
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A report whicli was presented to the General Court in 
Febroary by GoL Willard of Fort Bummer, showed that be had 
again made Bncb repairs as were neoessarj to the comfort of hia 
qmtrten^ and bad added two more swiyela to its muutiona. 
During this year the post of Chaplain at the fori was held by 
the Bey. Andrew Gardner.* In order to afford the greatest 
protection poasibl^^ larger garrisons were stationed at Forta 
Shirley and Pelham, at Up^)er and Lower Ashnelot and Colrain^ 
and at all the stations or ontgarrisoos where it was deemed neoea- 
saiy. The complement of men for Fort Dnmmer was fixed at 
twenty, but by the solidtationB of Col. Willard was increased 
to thirty. The first attack by the Indians this year was made 
at Xuiiiber Four, on the 15tli of March. T^'enty of them sur- 
prised eight of the garrison at a short distance from tlie fort. 
** Stevens saUied and engai^ed the enemy, and a sharp bkirmi&li 
eiLsiied." Charles Stevens was killed, l^K uzer i^-iest captured, 
and Nathaniel Andross w(»unded. A post was immediately 
sent to carry the news to Fort Duninier, and warn the garnson 
of the danger to which they were exi>oeed. Nothing was seen 
of the enemy dnnng the next two weeks, but on the 29th of 
March a party of them attacked several of the men helonging 
to Fort Dummer, as they were w^orking in an adjoining field. 
Lieut. John Serjeants, Corporal Joshua Wells, and Private 
Moses Cooper were slain, and Daniel Serjeants, son of tbelient, 
was captnred and taken to Canada. A company, nnder 
the command of Lieut Ebenezer Alexander, were soon after 
dispatched to the place of action, who bnried the dead they 
there found, bnt could discover no further traces of the enemy* 

Mucb advantage baving resulted on former occasions fh)m 
watching ihe motions of l£e enemy, an expedition for this pur- 
pose was projected dnxing the spring by some of the ranging 
officers, and was soon after accomplished. Preparations having 
been consummated, a scont of nineteen men, nnder the com* 
mand of Capt. Eleazer Melvin, marched on the ISth of May 
from Fort Dninmer. Proceeding up Connecticnt river as far as 
Knmber Pour, tiiey were tbere joined by Capts. Stevens and 
HobbS| witii a force of sixty men, and the whole party, on Bwa- 

Uaant, £B 0$. dttk, £S ISi. M; Iftrce sergeant^ 41 ISi. fA; tIfftS 

COffponli^ £2 12«. 3dL 

* A yery interesting account of all that is known concerning this quaint and 
eccentric clergyman, mny I p found in thnt TalnaWo ecclesiastical monogr^il^ 
entitled The Worcester Pulpit, by the Bey. £liim Smalley, DD., pp. 
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day the 15tli, at BUOget, pet out from Number Four on their 
hazardous euterpriFe. lliey followed the ' Indian road" along 
the banks of Black river, but sometimes would lose it in fording 
streams and in traversing the ibrests where the ground was 
ooTered with a thick growth of underbrush. On reaching the 
main bnmck of Otter oreek, Capt Melyin and his men, accord- 
ing to previous agreement, left the partjr, crossed the atreanii * 
and set out for Crown Point. Capt Stevens and bis men pur- 
sued their way down the easi side of Otter creek. 

Capt Melyin's party having met doling the two following dajs 
with many indubitable signs of the enemjy came m the S8d to 
ft laige camp iodoaed by a thick fence, whole ibeiy fi>iind aboot 
twelve pounds of good French bread, and a keg» which from 
appaaraaces bad hSdj contained wine. Having aniTed oppo* 
site to ClTOwn Point on the 25ib, they perceived two canoes 
with Indians on the lake, and impradently fired upon them* The 
garrison at Grown Point, taking the alaim, fired several guns, 
and sent out a pa: ty to intercept them. ICelvin and his party 
immediatefy^ started on their retnniy marehmg for three or fm 
mika through a deep morsak On Ibe 20th, they saw the tracks 
of a hnndred and fifty or two hundred of Ibe enemy, who had 
evidently left that morning, having taken the course by wluch 
Melvin's party had reached Lake Champlain. Upon this they 
took a south direction, marched up the south branch of Otter 
creek, and on tlie 30th came upon a branch of West river. Pro- 
vLeious ]>eiiig very short, they began their march before sunrise 
on the Slst, and travelled until about Imlt iitter nine o'clock in the 
morning. On the banks of West river, several of the com- 
pany- being faint and weary, desired to stop and refresli tliem- 
eelve^j. Having lialrc-d, they took off tlieir padv^ and began 
shooting the sahnou, then passing uj) the bhoals of the river. 
While thus engage<U the Indians, who, unknown to Melvin, were 
then in pursuit of huu and his ]>«irty, dirc cied probably by the 
report of the guns, pressed forward, and suddenly opened a fire 
upon the incautious scout, from behind the logs and trees, about 
thirty feet distant. Melvin endeavored to mUy his men, who 
had been thrown into the greatest confusion by this unexpected 
attack, hut waa nnsncosssfbl, for after firing one ToUej^ they 
retreated, some mnning up, Bome down the riyer, others croes- 
ing to the opposite side, and two or three escaping to a neigh- 
boring thicket Deeerted by his men, Capt. Melvin was left 
aloue to defend himself. Several of the Indians attempted to 
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strike liim with their hatchets, others threw them at him, and 
one of them, or a shot, canied away his helt, and with it his bul- 
lets. He thw ran down the river, and was followed by two 
Indians, who as they approaclied, called to him, " Come Cap- 
tain," " Now Captain." On pointing his musket at them, tliey 
fell back a Uttle, upon wliich he aHceiuled the bank of the river, 
wlien they again fired at him. Gainiiig a side lull, commanding 
a view of the place where the skirmish had taken place, he there 
sat down to watch for Ins men, and wait for the shout of the 
Indians, usually given when they have obtained a victory ; but 
not seeing the former, nor hearing the latter, he started for Fort 
Dummer, where he arrived on the let uf June, ahoiit noon time- 
One of his men had come in a little before him, and eleven more 
arrived, though in several companies, in the course of a lew 
hours. 

In this fight, five of Melvin's party, viz. Sergt. John TTey- 
wood, 8er<rt. Isaac Taylor, Privates John Dodd, Daniel Mann 
and Samuel Severance were killed outright. Joseph Petty was 
wounded, and his comrades being unable to take him with them 
in their flight, left him in a hut made with boughs, situated near 
a spring. Before departing, they placed beside him a pint cnp 
filled with water, and told him "to live if he eon Id" until they 
should return with assistance. On the 2d, Oapt. Melvin, with 
fortyHBOZ men, left Fort Dummer for the place whore the fight 
had occurred. Great search was made for Pet^y hnt he was 
nowhere to bo found. After having buried the dead above 
named, with the exception of Samuel Severanoe, whose bodj 
was not discovered until some time after, the par^ retomed to 
Fort Dummer, having been absent about thrise days. On the 
6ih, LientB. Alexander and Hunt, with a huge force, went again 
to search for Petty. In one report it is stated that he was found 
dead ; in another, that his body was never discovered. From 
the secresy nsed in concealing the bodies of their companions, 
it was impossible to determine the loss of the enemy. The fight 
is supposed by some to have taken place within the limits of the 
present township of New Fane, but it is more probable that the 
scene of the conflict was withhi the bounds of either Jamaica 
or Londonderry, the latter being the most likely, as the sitnar> 
(ion corresponds best with that given by Capt. Stevens, via. 

thirty-three miles from Dunamer, up West river."* 

♦ H. Hist Soc. CoH, V. 208-211. 



Digitized by Google 



A2r iJiBUflOADs. 43 

Capt. Steveiis's party, who separated from Capt. McMnV, as 
has l»eeii previoujilv Tiu'Titioned, passed down Otter creek a 
short distance, and then struck eastward in the hope of reach- 
ing White river. After travelling live days along one stream, 
which they crossed in one day thirty-five times, they reached 
its mouth and found it to be the Quarterqneecbe." Proceed- 
ing down the Oonnecticut on rafts and in canoee, thej reached 
Knmber Four on the 30th of May after an absence of two 
weeln. Having remained there a few days Capt Stevens, with 
a force of sixty men, started on the 2d of June for Fort Dum- 
mer. Setting out about sunset they arrived there the aext 
morning about three o'clock. A number of the inhabitants of 
Northampton, Hadiey, Hatfield^ Deerfield, Northfidid, and Fall 
Town, had alreadj aaaembled to render each aanstance as thej 
ixnild to Oapt. Melvin^ but on the appearance of Capt Stevens 
wUh his men they retnmed to their homes. Stevens remained 
at Fort Bommer nearly two weeks, at the end of which time he 
retnmed in safety to Number Foot with his men and a stock of 
provisions. 

On the 16th^ the day alter his retnm, a party of fourteen 
men, while on tiieir way from Hinsdale in New Hampshire to 
Fort Dummer, fell into an ambuscade of Indians, and Jona- 
than French, Joseph Richardson, and John Frost were killed. 
Henry Stevens, Benjamin Osgood, William Dlanchard, Joel 
Johnson, Matthew Wyman, Muses Perkins, and William Bick- 
ford were made prisoners, of whom the latter died of a wound 
received in the cnconnter. Of the remaining four, one was 
wounded in the thigh and throe esicaped unhurt. On the fol- 
lowing day Capt. Kbenezer Alexander, who, with a party of 
sixteen, had heen »ent I'roih Xoithtield to bring in the dead and 
wounded, discovered signs which led him to conciiitie that a 
great number of the enem}' Mere scattered in small parties 
throuichout that refcion of country. 

The prisoners, six in number, were taken to Canada, whence 
they all returned in the course of time. The stories of five of 
them, which have been preserved, may not be wholly uninter- 
esting. Henry Stevens Jr., of Chelmsford, at the time he was 
taken captive, was under the command of Col. Josiah Willard 
at Fort Dummer. After being plundered by the Indians of 
everytlung he had of value, he was carried to Quebec, where 
he arrived on the 1st of July after a journey of two weeks. 
Ihere he lay in prison until the 27th of August, when he was 
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pnt on board a French man-of-war about to sail as a flag of 
• tinice to Cape Breton, On the passage from Quebec to Capo 
Breton, where he arrived about tlie middle of September, • 
lie was very sick of a lc\ cr, and, coutinuiug so on laiRlin<r, lie 
was placed in the hospital, M'hei*e he remained uTitil the 14:ih of 
October, when he took passage lor New EngUmd, and reached 
his home on the 12tb of Isovcinber, after an absence of live 
months, having oudured iii that time many and severe hard- 
ships. 

Benjamin Osgood of Billerica, and William Blanchard of 
Ihnistable, both belonging to the garrison at Ashuelot, under 
tlie command of Capt. Josiah Willard Jr., were taken aa cap- 
tives to Canada, and atler remaining there several months were 
permitted to return under a flag of truce. Thej reached their 
homea on the 15th of October, but the former died soon after, 
from causes superinduced hj the trials he had undergone. Jo^ 
JohDfiOiiy of Woboniy who in the month of March previous had 
been impressed as a soldier, also belonged to the garrison at 
Ashuelot. ^Y[len captured he was stripped of most of his ap- 
parel, deprived of bis gun, and when be arrived in Canada 
suffered great abnse by the Indians lliere in numing the 
gi,iintlet* Hie was released in September, and reached bis 
borne in the beginning of the following month, feeble,* 
ciated, and nnfit Ibr active labor. UaMbew Wjman, of tba 

• jbi inddaat in the life <l Qmml fltik tenMwi n gplmitioc of tike torn 

used in the text It will bo neceflsary to premise Htuit Jolui Bbuk ftod Amos 
Eastman had, f>n the 28th of April, 17r»_'. V»» oti tHkr>ii prinonprfi by a party of St 
Francis Indiana, wliile banting along the banks of Baker b river in Kamney, New 
Hampshire. The namlive then proceeds: "On the 9th of June, the party 
retomod to 8t VhuMi% wliere Btirik rejoined liie eomponioii Eoetmoii. They 
wore eompelled to undergo what is cnlled the ceremony of running the gauntlet; 
a use of that term wliich modem effeminacy would Imnlly ailinit It was the 
universal practice of the North American indians to compel t!i< ir captives to pnsw 
through the young warriora of the tribe, ranged in two liues, each furnished with 
A vod, aad when highly exasperated with deodlty w6ftpoi»«-«iid to ilriko Ao 
pfieonoft «• Uiey poieed. In the ktter caee, (he eaptiTO wm flreqoentij killed 
before he could reach the council house, a4 which die two lines of Indioot tei^ 
miiiated On the present occa«ion. Kri^frnfin wn« t>ovor<»1v TT}ii|>|H>f! m bo "prt*<*ed 
throu^'h the lines; Stark, nior*» afliletie and aJriiit, ttiid Ifi-tter compreUerKUng 
the luaiuu ciiaraul<:r, snatched a club from the u«artt»t ludian, laid about him to 
tho right ond UH, eestterisg the IndioiM before him, end eeeapod with Marecly n 
blow ; greatly to the delight of the old men of the tribe, who ent at some dietaneo 
witnessing the scene, and enjoying the confusion of tlieir young warriors." — Eve- 
rett's Life of Stnrk, in Sparb^'g Library of Ameriooo Btogzafihy^ L 9, 10; HMHoir 
of General Stark, by his :3on, pp. 17i, 175. 
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flame garrison, after being relieyed of his gun and bat, waa 
treated in the same manner aa hia eompamons in affliotion. 
Being exchanged lie aailed for Boeton, whicli ] ^rt be reached 
in October, in company with Capt. Britt of l^ewboxy, and 
more than forty other prisoners of war; 

While the condition of the froutian -waa very vnaafci owing 
to the ▼irnlanee of Indian enmity, and at a time when wiae 
eonnael and diacretionate oeal were moat needed, GoL John 
Stoddard, of Korthampton, ^who had been introated with the 
general anperintendence of the defence of thia portion of the 
ew m try, and who for many years, by the luthfol diaehaii^ of 
hia Tariona dntiea in public life^ had well merited the prataaa 
he recetTcd, died while attending the Oenml Conrt at 
Boston. 

Col. Israel WiUiams of Hatfield, who had acted as Oommia- 

sarv imder him, was chosen bis saccessor ; and Major Elijah 
"W liliauiB of DeerHeld, wag appointed Commissary under John 
WheeluTigbt, the Commissary-General.* 

Soon after Col. WilliauiH had entered upon tlie duties of his 
ardur»n$ office, Capt. Iluinphrey Hobbe, with lurty men, was 
ordered ftom Nunil)er Four to Fort Shirley, in Ileuth, one of 
the forts of the ^lar^saciiusetts cordon. Their route iaj through 
the ^rood^, and the march was made for two davB witlmnt any 
iuteiTuptiunB s-ave tlm^o occasioned hy natural obstruct ion 8. i)n 
Sunday, tlic 2r>tli ol .June, hariug travelled pix miles, tlicy 
baited at a place about twelve miles noilh-weBt of Fort 
Dnmmer, in the precincts of what is now tlie town of Marl- 
borough. A large body of Indians who had discovered llobbs's 
trail bad made a rapid march, in order to cut him off. Tbej 
were commanded by n resolute chief named Sackett, said to 
have been a half-blood, a descen<hint of a captiye taken at 
Weatfield, Massaohnaetta. Although H<^ha waa not aware of 
the pmranit of the enemy, he had circumspectly poated a guard 
on Ida tail, and hia men haring apread themeelyea orer a low 
piece of ground, coyered with aldera intermixed with laige 
treea^ and watered hj a rivnlet, had prepared Ihehr dinner, and . 
were regaling themaelvea at their packs. While in ihia aitiuh 
tion, the rear guarda were driven in from their posts, which waa 
the firat intimation given of the neameaa of the enemy. Wid^ 
ont knowing the atrength of hia adTeiaariea) Capt Hohha 
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instantly lormed his men for aetioxi} each one, by bis advicei 
eelecting a tree as a cover. 

IHstmg in ibe snperiorily of their numbers and confident of 
aneceBBy the enemy rushed forward with shontSy bnt Hobbs's 
weQ dbfected fire, by which seTeral were killed^ checked their 
impetuosity and caoeed them to retreat for shelter bdiind the 
trees and brush. The action now became warm, and a severe 
conflict followed between shaipshooterB. The two oommandera 
had been known to each other in time of peace, and bolh bm 
the character of intrepidity. Sackett, who conld speak English, 
frequently called upon Hobbs in the tones of a Stentor, to snr* 
render, and threatened, in case of refiosal, to destroy his men 
with the tomahawk. Hobbs, with a. voice equally sonorous, 
retiirneil the detiauce as often as given, and urged his antago- 
nist to put Ills threat into execution. The action continued for 
four hours, Ilobbs's party displaying throughout the most cou- 
Bummate skill and ijrudence, and neither side withdrawing an 
inch from itf original situation. The Indians not nnlrequently 
af>j>roached the line of tlieir adversaries, but were as often 
driven back to their tir.-t ]i(>sition by the well directed hre of 
the sharp-sighted marksmen. Finding Hobbs determined ou 
resistance, and that his o^m men had suff(^rcd severely in the 
Btniggle, Sackett Hually ordered a retreat, aud left his opponent 
master of a well fought field. 

Hobbs's men were so well protected, that only three, £bene> 
«er Mitchei, Eli Scott, and Samuel OnTin, were killed in the con- 
flict. Of the remainder, Daniel McKinney of Wrentham, 
MassachusettB, had his thigh broken by a ball from the enemy, 
and was thereby disabled for life, fiamnel Graves Jr. of 
Sunderland, Massachusetts, a lad seventeen years of age, 
behaved with good resolution and conrage, and well acquitted 
himself in his place, and stood his ground till he was unfortu- 
nately shot by a ball fiom the Indian enemy, which struck him 
near the middle of his forehead, went through part of his head 
and came out of the left side^ almost over his ear, bringing 
with it almost two spoonfuls of his brains, by which unhappy 
acddmit his life was in very great danger and almost despaired 
of.'' ^ But through divine undeserved goodness," in the words 
of his memorial, " his life is continued, but under great diffi- 
culty, by rejison of tits of the falling sickness, which render 
him incapable of business." Natlian Walker, of Sudbury, 
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HafleaehnaettBy leeeired a wound in die arm during ^engage- 
ment, and Baiph Bioe was also injiued. 

Many of the enemj were seen to fiill, partieiilarly when they 
advanced and exposed themselTesi and althoogh then* loss was 
vndoubtedly great^ jet so effectoallj did they conceal it, that it 
was impossible to detennine its extent After Ihe Indians bed 
disappeared, Capt. Hobbs and bis men remained concealed 
tintil night, fearing another attack ; but there being no signs of 
the eneiiiy, favored by the darkiicFs ihey gathered their packs, 
took up the dead and wounded, and after burying the fonuer 
under some old logs about half a mile from the scene of action, 
an(i conducting the latter — two of wliom, Graves and Kinney, 
they were obliged to carr}- — to a more convenient place, about 
two miles distant, they encamped for the night. They arrived 
at Fort Dummer on the 27th, at four o'clock in tlie afternoon, 
and sent the wounded to Nortliheld, where tliey could receive 
proper medical attention. Two days after^ haying reoeived no 
answer to the expre^es which had been sent to Hadley and 
Hatfield for assistance, Capt Hobbs and Lieut Sheldon, with 
forty-nine men, set out from Fort Dummer, about three o'clock 
in the afternoon, for the place where the fig^t had occurred. 
About sunset hearing a gun fired in the rear, and at night a 
report in adyance, llien another in the rear, and die same 
repeated eeyeral times, they condnded they were disoovered, 
and fearing an ambush, set out for Uie fort, where they aniyed 
the nest morning in safety a little after sunrise^ and immedi> 
ately fired the Great Gun," the signal Ibr aid. 

In the fight between Hobbs and Sackett, according to the long 
established custom, whenever an Indian fell, his nearest comrade 
stealthily approaching the body under cover of the trees and 
underbnish, would attach to it a tump line and cautiously drag 
it to the rear. Although the Indians sometimes exposed them- 
selves in thiB manner more than in regular combat, yet so t-kil- 
fully was tlio action performed that the dead bodies seemed to 
Hobbs's men to slide along tlie ground as if by enchantment.* 

The number of Sackett's force, thongh not known, lias been 
estimated at the least as four times that of the English ; and it 
is probable that, had he known his numerical si^>eriority, he 

* In hk Dietkmuy <rf Americanumi^ pt. MS, Bartlett define* the Indian verb 
ramp, ** to dnnr • dMr or vfiSbxet idiBal homt llm^agh tli« voodi^ ift«r he hM 
bMD IdDedL* ^AMordiiig to the toiiM Authority • fiimpfliM ia *■ • iCnp plM«d 
•Mi tibo fbnIiMd to iMut a nan in otnying a poek on hit book* 



Digitized by Google 



4S snroBT or nMwasas YaxMOBT. [1748. 

would )ukYe adopted a different method of warfioe. Tfaia battla 
was regarded by the people in the vicinity aa a maateipieoe of 

peiaevering bravery, and seiTed, to a certain extent, to remove 
the nnfavorable impreBsioa produced by the defeat of Melvin'a 
aooat ^ If fiobbe'a men had been Bomani," obtervee one 
writer, ^ they wonld have been crowned widi laurel, and their 
namee would htm been traaemitted with perpetual honor to 
soeeeeding genmtioiis.''* 

The enemy Btill oontinaed thdr depredstiooa on the Ironti^ 
and, in the early part of July, killed at Aahnelot ten or eleven 
head of catde, and drove off all the rest they conld find in the 
neighborhood. On the 14th of the same month, as ten men were 
travelling from Korthtield to Ashuelot, by the way of Fort 
Dmnmer, in order to supply the place of the ten who had been 
killed or captured the month before, they being in conipany 
with R- .me other soldiers who belonged to Fort Dummer and 
to Capts. Stevens and Ili bhs's companies, the whole party, 
Ft'veuteen in number, were iivcd ni>on by a body of French and 
LidianB, who had ambushed tlieir path, about half a mile from 
Fort Dummer, within a few rods of the spot where the former 
conflict had taken place. Although they had taken the ] pre- 
caution to keep out an advanced guard on each side of the path, 
while on their march, yet so vnddenly were they waylaid, and 
by a force numerically so much their superior, that more than 
a hundred bullets were discharged at them, before they had 
time to reload after the first fire. They immediately fled for 
ahelter to the bank of Ihe river, bnt wm punned and overoome 
after a ahort ekinniah. 

The interposition of Oonneoticnt river, the small number of 
the men at Fort Dommer, sixteen only, half of whom were by 
sickneea imfit Ibr duty, rendeied it impoBsibk for the garrison 
there to r^ve theur Mends, or pmeae the enemy. Some of 
them, however, ran down the river, and discovering on the 
other side a woanded man, and another endeavoring to escape 
to the fort, they guarded them up and over the river to their 
l)lace of destination. Two others turned back and reached Col. 
Ilinsdell'fi fort in safety. The " Great Gun" at Fort Dummer 
wa8 Jdred, but only three persons that night responded by their 
presence to this signal for assistance. 

* MS. pnpors in ofBc« Sca State, Mam. Hojt's Indian Wars, pp. M(^i5L 
Dvight* XraTcl«, ii 8L 
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The news of the conflict haTing raidiied Komber Four on fhe 
15th, Capt Stevens with thirteen men, Lieut Hoit with thirty, 
and Lieut. Bills with more than twenty, immediately set oat for 
Korthfield. On the next day, Capt Leeds and Lieula. Stiwttoa 
and Sheldon joined Oi^ Stifreiia, and the whole force, amoon^ 
ing to one hundred and twenty*nine men, including officers, 
marched to the spot where the conflict had taken place. Thej 
fomid there the dead bodiea of AiaheL Gnivea of Hatfield, and 
Hienry Ohandler of Weelfind, entbelj stripped of anna and 
dothing. Having perfonned the lites of bnrial| and being 
joined by Gol. Willard, of Fort Dmnmer, fbr whom they had 
Bent, they followed Hie enemy's track a mile fiirtheri and dis> 
cowed the bodies of Joseph Boee of Northfield, and James 
Sillingsof Ooncocd. It was supposed that these men had been 
wonnded in the fight, and being too much exhausted to proceed 
further with their captors, had been summarily dispatched. 
They also found the body <A' n soldier who bad been slain in the 
former cnc< aniter. Keturniii^ to Fort Dnmmer, lliey were soon 
after joined by several of the inhabitants of Northampton, Had- 
ley, Hatfield, and Sunderland, who liad received orders from 
CoL Porter and Major Williams to ' r?cuur the woods." On the 
17th, a consultation was held at Tlinsdeirs Fort, where Capt. 
Leeds wa5* then statli nu d. It was detcmiincd tbat Capt. Stevens, 
who hail the coirnnand of the whole party, eliould examine the 
woods in the neighborhood, and discover, if pos-sible, the inten-. 
tions of the enemy. Returning in tlie aftenKK)n to Fort Dum^ 
mer, it being Sunday, Mr. Gardner, the chaplain, in view of tb^ 
disastrous events which had lately occnrredi, and the surprises 
with which these occurrences had invariably conurienced, 
preached from the Revelation of St. John, the third cbiapter and 
third Terse, Jf therefore thou shalt not watob, I will come oa 
thee as a tluei^ and then shalt not know what Una* X will oome 
upon tliee." 

On Monday, the Idth, Capt BteveDS^ witli one hundred and 
twenty men, set out on &e scenting expedltloQ which had been 
planned the daj preTiooA. After Yigitlng tiie spot where 
Hobbe's fight had occmred, buying the dead they there foend, 
and following the enemy some distance, whom, howeyer, tliey 
were not able to oyertake, th^ renamed on the 90th, reaching 
Fort Dommer at noon, 

IHiat ih» lose of the IVenck and Iiidiana was on this occasiop, 
ae on an former oeoasioos. It was in^poesible to dotenmne^ 
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That two Indians were dain was certain, and it was probable 
that more were killed or woonded, as the soldiers faced and fought 
ihemattilie first onsety and the scouts afterwards discorered the 
places where four bieis or littem had beea cat and prepared. 

Bobert Gooper, one of the men who escaped to Eort iSummer, 
was wonnded in his left side in two places, and his arm and 
one of his ribs were severely fractured. He remained at the 
fort nnder the care of An^w Gardner, who was ^ chyrur- 
geon'' as well as chaplain, xmtil Febraarj of the next year, by 
^Hiieh time he had recovered sufficiently to warrant his remo- 
val to a more comfortable place. 

AlthoTigli nine were taken prisoners, yet that tliey did not 
submit yory readily, will be seen from the following incident : 
John Ilcnrv, of Concord, after beinsr wounded and having re- 
ceived peveii bullets in his clothing, succeeded in escapiii*^ to 
a Tic iLrlil luring tliicket, wlicrehe might Imvr rcniaiued in satVtj, 
being entirely concealed. But happening to see an Jndiau 
seize one of his fellow-soldiers at a little distance from his place 
of retreat, he ran up within a lew I'eet of the Indian and shot 
lum throngh the body, whereupon a number of the enemy sur- 
ronnded him, whom he engaged with his gun clubbed until it 
was broken in pieces, upon which lie was obliged to surrender. 
During his captivity, he was barbarously used by the Indiana^ 
probably on account of the spirited resistance with which he 
had opposed them. Ephraim Powers of littleton, and John 
£dgebill of LezingtoDy the latter an apprentice to Jacob Pike 
of Framingham^ were, both of them, stripped of theur clothing, 
arms, and ammnnition, and the former also xecedved a wound in 
the head. After Uieir retnm firom Canada, they were for a long 
time incapable of any labor on acooimt of the hardships and 
snffeiings they had undergone. 

Ibe other eaptives were Seigt Thomas Taylor of North* 
field, Jonadian Lawrence Jr. of Littleton, Eeuben Walker of 
Chelmsford, DanieV Farmer of Granton, Daniel How of Cam- 
bridge, and Tlionias Crisson of Rutland. Most of them were 
young men, and some of them had been impressed into the ser- 
vice, as was the custom uf the times, when a sufficieucv of sol- 
diers could not be obtained by regular enlistment, lliey lu&t 
everything of value which they had with them, and were, with 
tlie others befnrr' mentioned, taken to Cannchi, where the v were 
sold to the French, who retained them until the Ist of October 
when they were released and allowed to return home. 
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The ronte pnrened by the Indians in reaching Crown Point 
on their way to Canada, ia thus described by Sergt. Taylor, 
one of the captives : " They crossed the Connecticut at a place 
then called CaiU^ne^ two or three miles above the mouth of 
West Kiver, which they fell in with at the lower fork ; thence 
proceeded up that river, part of the way on the ilatSi oyer the 
ground where Oapt Kelvin's affiur happened, three or four 
miles below the upper foik ; thence to the source of the river, 
sad oyer the high lands to Otter Greek ; thence down this 
creek sereral miles, and crossing, proceeded to Lake Ghampliun 
abont twelre miles south of Grown Point, whence they proceed- 
ed in canoes to that poet The enemy carried seyeral of their 
wonnded, and were joined on the route by another body with a 
prisoner, Mn. Eitch, taken at Lunenburgh. The Indians halted 
in the middle of the forenoon, at noon, and the middle of the 
afternoon — their march, twenly miles per day.''* 

The General Gourt of Massachusetts, in view of the services 
rendered, gave especial rewards to Sergt Taylor, to the three 
of his companions who were the greatest sufferers, and to the 
rcprcsentatives of tliose who were blain. 

This calamity, and the others which had preceded it, aroused 
the attention ol J^Uissachusetts to the nece&feitj of a more effi- 
cient defence of the frontier settlements. Brig.-Gen. Joseph 
Dwight wrote to Secretary Wiilard, of Mat»sachusettg, ou the 

♦ rioyfa Indian Wnrr, p. 251. In the year 1*789, John Fitch purchased one 
buodred mxd tweuty acres of laud, utuated ai>uut seveu auJ a half milm above the 
mooting honm in I^mmlmrgh, Mmm Mhmettii where lie built a home and culti' 
▼ated a fun. For a defenee against the enemy, he afterfrarde ereoted a block- 
bouse, at which Bcontiog parties were aocastomcd to rendezvous. On the 5th of 
July, 1748, there bein^ hnt two soldiers with him, the enemy appeared, nhut one 
of them, and drove Pitch and the other into the garrison. After besieging the 
garrison aboat an boor and a half, the other was shot through the porthole in 
the llaaker. Tifoh being left aUme and niiable longer to reriet, waa taken pinoner 
Witti bii ^vifil and five children. The Lldittis, after pewewing themsel ve« of each 
things a« they ■wished, bnrned the house and garrison, and P€t out with th< ir cnp- 
tir^ for Canada. It is probable that the party separatod before reachitig Crown 
Point, aioce Sergt. Taylor, in mentioning the arrival of Mrs. Fiteh, makes no re- 
fcrenee to her boBlNUid, who wae probably in anotbereompany. The youngest of 
tfie children waa not waaaed, and twomth«ollk«ii^llmmwaiitofp(OTieione»be^ 
oaaie nursUage on the way. After a weariiome mareh, they readied fboir plncc 
of dw!;-i,nt?nn, T.nt vrtTo not obliged to remain long in captivity, b^ng allowed to 
return home early iu the following fall. Having reached New York, they set out 
for Massachusetts by the way of Rhode Island ; but Mrs. Fitch, wearied by the 
long journey eba bad jM( ioeomplfahid, and Ofaroone by her walMngit, diod el 
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16th of July, praying for a ^ thousand men to driye the woods 
and pniane the enemy to Crown Point aUO) for seyeral troops 
of horse. He also prt^poeed, that other means than those which 
had been heretofore used, should be tried to enlist r oldiers, and 
that £1000 should be paid for eyerj Indian killed, the scalp to 
ho a sufficient order for the reward. OoL Israel 'Williams of 
Hatfield also wrote to Gk>Temor Shirley, on the 16th, advising 
that twenty or thirty of die Six nations of Indians should reside 
at Number Four and at Port Maasaehnsetts. Their presence^ 
it was urged, would ward off the attaeks of die enemy. OoL 
Josiah Willard, of Fort Dnmmer, in a letter written on the 
19th, said : " £yer since Nomber Four above ns has been so 
maniled,* they (the Indians) press exceeding hard upon Fort 
Bommer and Mr. Hinsdell's garrison, both which are very 
weak-handed. My business of procuring stores obliges us to 
go out, and having but sixteen men in y* fort, we are exceed- 
ino^ly exposed." Plis son, Major Josiali Willard, of Ashuelot, 
in a letter dated a few days previous, complained oi Uie scarce- 
ness of provisions at Number Four. 

In answer to these various coniuiunications, Governor Shirley 
ordered Col. Willard to detain twenty men of the garrison 
of ]Siinil)er Four at Fort Dummer, for a short time while the 
enemy weie near ; and it appears that Capt. Thomas Buckmiu- 
Bter, with forty-seven men, was stationed there the 6th to 
the 20th of August. 

Tlie incursions of the Indians during the remainder of the 
year, were neither numerous nor extended. On the morning 
of the :23d of July, a little before sunrise, six Indians having 
attacked Aaron Belding, killed and scalped him on the main 
street in Northfield. The inhabitants were generally in bed, 
but on hearing the alarm arose as fast as pofisible, and hnnied 
to the spot The Indians had, however, m^e good their escape, 
and thong^ they were hotly pursued, yet it was to no purpose. 

An attack on Fort Massachusetts was the last hostile act of 
the enemy for the year. Bnitable provision was made fixr mainr 
taining die principal forts dnring the coining winter; and by 
llie special adriee cf Governor Shirley, fifteen men were sta* 
tioned at Fort Dnmmer, and five at Hinsdell's Fort, there to 
remain for soTen months from the 20th of November. 
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F£02fTI£ft LIFE. 

Pr<;pamtioM for Defence— Life of tiie Frontier Settleri* — Soliiiers* Quarters— 
Dirersiona of Spring, Summer, Autumn, Winter — ^Effdcu of a Deelaratioa of 
Wn^-Qftiiti «f 7\iWBaU|» «ii €3ooiiMti«vl Bi?«r by llMMehiiMtti— Knmbcr 
One or New TawrtoD— ConditimMol ft Onuii— Hnt 9etlil«ni«ni of New Taimlaii, 
now WestminBter^The place abandoned — Re-«ettled>— Propodtion to Settle 
the Coos Ck)untr3- — .Tolin Stnrk — Convention at Albany — Incursion at Charles- 
town — Birth of Captive JuhnaoQ— Io»eription comniemorauve of the Cir- 
eumstaaoe — Other Depredations — Defences — ^Tbe Great MeaUow — Ite Bettlo> 
mflnt— PaHiMii CorpsF— Hie JJSt of « ** Baager^-^OimtutiiatioB of loeonion^ 
Attack on Bridgroan's Fort — Captivity of Hni How-^Attnck near Hinsdale*! 
Fort^Disoute M to tho iliintwwiMW of Fort jyumm^DmHh of OoL ISigbttim 
WiUiama. 

The i>eace of Aix-la-Chapelle, concluded on the 18th of 
October, 174:8, and proclaimed at Bobton in Jamiaiy, 1749, 
although it put an end to the war between England and 
France, did not immediately restore tranquillity to the colonies. 
Early in the next year, hostile Indians began as usual to hover 
around the fipoatier settlements, and on the 20th of Jnne, a 
party of them in ambush shot Ensigii Obadiah Sartwell, of 
Number Four, as he was harrowing com in his house-lot, and 
took captive Enos Stevens, Bon ' f the renowned captain. About 
llie same time Lieut. Moses Willardy in company with his two 
sons and James Porter Jr., discovered at the north of West 
river mountain five fires, and nnmerons Indian tracks ; and as 
Mr. AndroB was going from Fort Dnmmer to Hinsdell's gar* 
fisoD, be saw a gnn fired among some cattle as they were graz- 
ing bnt a short distance £rom him. These indications were 
enough to awaken snspicions of a bloody season, and the Gene- 
ral Court accordingly enlisted a force (Mf fifty men to serve as 
scouts between Northfield and Number Four, having their 
head-quarters at Fort Dummer and Ool* HinsdelFs garrison, 
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and being under the comniand of Cul. Josiali Willard. Tliey 
continued on tliis eervice from the 20th of June to the 17th of 
July, and were then dismissed, it appearing that the enemy had 
removed that portion of the country. Although lioetili* 
ties had ceased, and notwithstanding a treaty of peace was 
concluded with the Indians at Falmouth in the month of Sep- 
tember following, jet the forces were not wholly withdrawn 
from the frcntieiB. A garrison of fifteen men, afterwards 
reduced to ten, was continued at Fort Dummer from Septem* 
ber, 1749, to June, 1750, and the same number of men was 
8tati<med xeepectiTely at Number Four and Fort MaasachusettB 
during the same period. 

Throoghont the whole of this war, the Indians were gene- 
rally gaocessful in their attacks upon the whitesi and yet there 
were no instances in which deliberate murder was committed, 
or cruel torture inflicted on those who fell into fheir hands. 
On the contrary, their captives were always treated with kind- 
ness ; blankets and shoes were provided to protect them from 
the inclemencies of the weather, and in case of a scarcity' ol 
pruvisions tlic vunquislied and victor sliared alike. 

Civilization in this pai't uf the country, even if it had not 
retrogiadud tluring these struggles, had made hut little advance, 
and many of the settlements which had been commenced 
before the war, were wLuUy abandoned dnrinjnr its progress. 
The people not belonging to the garribons and who still remained 
on the frontier, lived in fortitied houses which were distin- 
gui.shed by the names of the owners or occupants, and alforded 
feufiicient defence from the attacks of musketrv. The settler 
never went to his bilsr.r-g unarmed, and were he to toil in the 
field would as soon have left his instruments of husbandry at 
home as his gun or his pistols. Often was it the case, that the 
woods which surrounded his little patch of cleai-ed ground and 
sheltered his poor but comfortable dweUing, sheltered also his 
most deadly enemy ready to plunder and destroy.* 

* Hie Ibrtiagd htmm ir<f» in ■om» fantoneet mmmnM with pdiiii<iwi ef €i<lfc 
or hewn timlwr, planted perpendieidtt'ly in the ground, and without ditches. 
The villages were inclosed by larger works of a similar style. Oocn!«ionally, 
flankhig works were j«1hc<h1 nt tho Hnsrlt^s of fortifietl hmises, similar to hiurII bua- 
tionA '* A work culled a mount wad often erected at exposed points, llieae 
[mounts] were a kind of daTatad l)]oek<^oiia«, Affording a Tiew of th» im^Umv* 
.ing flonntryi aad wbara thay weM wantiiig, Maiti74»0K!aa ww fumnSfy plaoad 
upon the Mofr of booaeih''— Hojt% JndHn Waii^ p. IWL 
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S< ilitaiT and uneocial as the life might seem to be which the 
sdldiers led in the gairisons — distant as ihey were from an^ bat 
the smaUeet settlements, and liable at almost any moment to the 
attack of the enemy — ^yet it had also its bnght side, and to a 
dose obserFer does not appear to have been wholly devoid of 
pleasnre. ^Che soldieis' qaaiiers were for the most part com- 
fortable, and their ftre, though not always the richesti was good 
of its kind. Hard labor in &e woods or field, or on camp dnty, 
afforded a seasoning to their eimple repast, the piquancy of which 
effeminate ease never imagined. Those who kept watch by 
ni<;ht, rested by day, and none, except in times of imminent 
daiii^er, were deprived of their cuHtoiiiary quota of h'leep. 

In the spring, when the ground was to bo ploughed and the 
grain sown, with a proper guard stationed in different parts of 
the field, the laborers accomplished tlieir tuil. In tlie pleasant 
aAeruoous wlien the «j:enial ennphine was bringing out " the 
blade, then the ear, after tliat tlif full corn," a L^'vnie at ball on 
the well trodden parade, f>r of wiiist with a brna l ilat ptone for 
a table, and a knapsack for an easy cnshion, nerved either to 
I * r\ 0 the arm for brave lieeds, and quicken tlie eye witli an 
ludian instinct, or to sbarpen in the Etiirllsh mind that prLii( i[ik', 
which nowadays luis its full deve1'*[i:uent in Y;uikee cunulng. 
Pleasant also was it to snare the uD-n^pectiiiL' «abnon as ho 
pursued his way up the river; exciting to spear him, when 
endeavoring to leap the falls which impeded his advance. 

The grass ripened in the hot summer's day, and the crop was 
carefhlly gathered, that the " kindly cow" might not perish in 
the long winter, and that the soldier might occasionally renew 
his homely but hcalthfoi bed of hay. By and by, when the 
golden silk that had swayed so gently on the top of tlie tall 
stalk, taming sere and crinkled, told that the maize with which 
God had supplied the hunger of the Indian for ages, was ready 
to yield noorishment to his bitterest enemy the white, then far 
a while was the sword exchanged fbr the Bidde, and the shonts 
€/[ har^estphome sonnded a strange contrast to the whoop of 
the foeman. And then at the hnsking, no spadons bam which 
had received the golden load, beheld beneath its roof the merry 
company assembled for sport as well a» labor, bnt when gather- 
ed in knots of three or four, or it might be a half dozen, as they 
stripped the dried husk, and filled the basket with the full ears, 
or cast the dishonored nubbins in some ignoble comer, who 
doubus tliat ihcii* thoughts wandered back to the dear delights 
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which even the puritaa customs of the old Bay Frovince had 
allowed them to ei^ioj) and that their minds lingered around 
the plea^nt scenes of bygone da^ until fancy had filled the 
picture to which reality had given only the frame. This aleo 
WBB t]ie season when die deer fiiniiahed the best venison, and 
the bear the richest tongue and steak ; and when there was no 
enemy near, to be attracted by the sound, the click of the rifle 
was sore premonition of a repast, which had it not been for the 
plainness of ito appolntmentSy would haTe been a feast for aa 
epicure* 

When winter had mantled the earl2i, then did the M woods, 
which had stood ftr ages undisturbed, feel the force of the 
sturdy blow, and many a noble oak yielded up its life, that the 
axe which wounded it might be new-handled, the fort repaired 
where time and the enemy had weakened i1^ and the soldiers 
wanned when benumbed by cdd and exposure. Then, too^ 
would they prepare the trap for the big moose, or on snow- 
shoes attack him on his own premises ; and when the heavy 
carcass arrived j)iecemeal at its destination, its presence spoke 
of plenty and fj^ojd cheer for a longr season. 

On the 8al)l)ath, if the gamsou was provided with a chap- 
lain, wiiat themes could not the preacher find sugerestive of 
God and g<X)dnes8? The White Hills on one side, mid on the 
other the Green Monntains, ]iointed to the heaven of which I c 
would speak, and emhlonized the majesty of him who rciL^ned 
there. The simple wild v^ood flowers taught lessons of gentle- 
ness and mercy; and when the hand of the foe had destroyed 
the habitation, and widowed the wife, and carried the babes 
captive ; when the shriek at midnight, or in the day-time the 
ambush in the path, told of surprise or insecurity, with what 
pathos could ho warn them of " tlie terror by night," of " the 
arrow that flieth by day," of the destruction that wasteth at 
noonday," and urge upon them the necessity of preparation not 
only temporally but for eternity. 

Joyful was Uie hour when the invitation came to attend the 
raising of some new block-house, or of a dwelling within the walla 
of a nei^boring garrison. As timber rose upon timber, or aa 
mortise reeeiyed tenon, and mainpost the brace with its bevel 
joint,tumultuously rose the shouts and merrily passed the canteen 
from mouth to mouth with its precious freight of rum or dder. 
And when the last log was laid, or the framework stood com* 
plete, fi>re6hadowiiig the fritnre house in its skeletmi outline, 
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then how uproarioufily would the joUieet of the party in some 
rude couplet give a name to the building, and chrigten it by 
breaking the bottle, or climbing to the top, ^Uiten to the gable 
end the leaty branch, wiule hia oompaniona rent the air with 
their lusty plaudits I 

Great was the pleaanre when the watehfol eye of the officer 
detected the drowsy sentinel sleeping on g;iitfd. Forth was 
brought the timher-mare, and the delinquent, perched on the 
wooden animal, expiated hie finlt amid the jeera of hia more 
fortimate comradeB. When the bkek night had enahionded 
all objeetB, with what terror did oTon brave men hear the hoe- 
lile whoop of the Indian, or with what anxions attention did 
they listen to the knocking of some bolder warrior at the gate 
of their gairison, and how ^adly did they hail the apprMch 
<tf light, driving with its presence fears which the daikness had 
magnified in giant proportions. 

And when thus much has been said of the pleasures and of 
the better feelings appertaining to gam'suii-life, all hiis been 
said. In many instances the soldier impressed into the Bcrvico 
was forced to fuilil an unwilling duty. Sometimes the wife or 
the mother accom|»anied the husband or sou, and shared vohm- 
tarilj his hiiiiil>le fare and hard lot. Yet there was then but 
little attention paid to tlie cultivation even of the more common 
graces of society, and tlie heart "tuned to liner ibsue?'" fnund 
but little sympathy in the continuous round of the fieverei»t 
daily duties. 

When a war was declared between England and i^Vance, the 
hostile forces of those countries, on the sea or on the land, in 
decisiTe battles determined for a time, at least, the condition of 
either nation. Bnt when the war was proclaimed at Boston, a 
aeries of border depredations, beginning perhaps in the slaughter 
of an unsuspecting family at midnight, Taried with numercma 
petty but irritating circumstances, eyery act dosing with an 
ambnah attack, and a wild foray composing the condnsioo, 
each was the result in the colonies, such waa the drama, a 
drama of tragedy and blood. Oroelty on the one hand begat 
emeUy on the odier, until laige suma were paid by the whites 
Iw the captive Lidian, or for the bloody scalp of the murdered 
one. And yet, on the part of the English in America, the war 
waa not one of retaliation. They prepared their forta and their 
garrisons, it is tme^ and sent forth their scouting parties in 
oTeiy direction ; but by the former means did they attempt to 
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repel the attack^ of invaders, and by the latter to drive tliem 
without their boundaries. The history of the natural, inherent 
rights of the Indian, involvee an argument too deep for these 
narratiTe pages. Still there is no one who can question the 
right of the settlers to defend their property, though it might be 
unwittingly placed on the land claimed under tlie law of natare» 
by which the Indian demanded as his own temtori^, thnco on 
which he had hunted, and as his streams thoee in which he had 
fished, and on which he had paddled his canoe. 

Many petitions having been presented to the General As- 
Bembl^ of Massachusetts^ in the year 1785, praying for grants 
of land on the Oonnecticnt and Merrimack riyexa, that body, on 
the 15th of Jannazy, 178|, ordered a snirey of the hoida 
between the aforesaid nvers, fiom the north*we8t comer of tiie 
town of Rnmford on the latter stream to .the Great Falls on the 
former, of twelye miles in breadth from north to sooth, and the 
same to be laid ont into townships of six miles sqnare each. 
Tliey also Toted to divide the lands bordering the east side of 
Connecticut river, south of the Great Falls, into townships of 
the same size; and on the west side, the territory between 
tlie Great Falls and the " Equivalent Lands " into two town- 
ships of the same size if tlic space would allow, and ii' net into 
one township. Eleven persons were appointed to conduct the 
survey and division. Twenty-eight townships were accordingly 
laid out l)etween the Connecticut and Merrimack rivers, and on 
the west bank of Connecticut river township ^Number One, now 
Westminster, was surveyed and granted to a number of persons 
from Taunton, ISTorton, and Easton in Mi\ssachusett8, and from 
Asht'ord and Killingly in Connecticuty who had petitioned for 
the same.* 

Tlie terms upon which the grant of I^nmber One and of the 
other townships, was made, were tlu se. Each settler was 
required to give bonds to the amount of forty pounds as sccnritj 
for performing the conditions enjoined. Those who had not 
within the space of seyen years last past receiyed grants of 
land were admitted as grantees; but in case enough of this 
class could not be found, then those were admitted who, having 
received grants of land elsewhere within the specified time, 
had fulfilled the oonditioDs upon which thej had received 
them« The grantees were obliged to build a dwelling^honse 

t * 869 Appendix €L 
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eighteen feet square and seven feet stud at tlie least, on tlieir 
respective house lotH, and fence in anfl T>reak up lor ploughing, or 
clear, and stock with English grans live acres of land, and cause 
their respective lots to be inliahited within three years from 
the date of their admittance. They were further required 
within the same time to build and furnish a conTeoient meet- 
ing-house for the public worship of God, and settle a learned 
orthodox mioieter.'' On failing to perform these terms their 
righta became forfeit, and were to be again granted to such 
settlers as would fulfil the above conditkms within one year after 
leceiying the grant. Each township was divided into eixty- 
three rights — sixty for the settlers, one for the first settled minis- 
ter, anotlier for the second settled minister, and the third for a 
BchooL The land in township Nnniber One was divided into 
house lota and ^^intervale*' lots, and one of each kind waa 
indnded in the right of every grantee. . As to the r^namder 
of the undivided land, an agreement was made that it should 
be shared equally and alike by the settlers when divided. 

Capt Joseph Tisdale, one of the principal grantees of 
dumber One, having been empowered by the General Assem- 
bly of Hassachusetts, called a meeting of the grantees at the 
sdiool-house in Taunton, on the 14th of January, Vt^, A 
committee was then appointed to repair to the new towiiship 
for the purpose of dividing the land, according to the wishes of 
the grantees. They were also required to select a suitable place 
for a meeting-house, a burying-place, a training field, sites for a 
saw mill and a grist mill, and to lay out a convenient road. 
The proprietoi*s held a number of meetings, sometimes at 
Capt Tisdale's, at other times in the old school-house, and not 
nnfreqnently at the widow Ruth Tisdale's. A sufficient time 
having elapsed, the allotment of the sixty-three rights was 
declared on the 26th of September, 1737, and proposals were 
issued for erecting a saw luill and a grist mill at I^umber One, 
which was now familiarly t ailed New Taunton, in remembrance 
of the town where the majority of the proprietors resided. At 
the same time, a nnmher of the proprietors agreed to nndertake 
the l)uilding of tlie mills, and by the records of a meeting held 
July Sth, 174:0, it appeared that the saw mill had been built, 
and that means had been taken to lay out a road from it to the 
highway. Other improvements were made at this period by 
iUchard Ellis and his son Eeuben of Easton, who having 
purchased eight rights in the new township, built there a 
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dwelling-house, and cleared and cultivated several acres of 
land. Some of the Hcttlers were also engaged at the &ame tim© 
in laying out rciads and constructing fences, who, on their 
return to Massac ImsettK. received gratuities lor tiieir services 
from the other proprietors.* 

The grantees were preparing to make other improvements, 
having in view particularly tlie construction of a road to ! ort 
Dmnmer, when, on the 5th of March, 1740, the northern bound- 
ary line of Massachusetts wtvs settled. On finding by thia 
decision tliat Number One was excluded from that province, 
they appointed an agent on the 5th of April, 1742, to acquaint 
the Qeiieral Aflsembly of Maaaachnaetts of the difiiculti^ they 
had experienced, and of the monej and labor they had expend- 
ed in settling their grant, and to ask from that body directiong 
by which they might firmly secure their rights, although under 
a different jurisdiction. The meeting at which this appoint- 
ment was made^ was probably the last held by the proprietariea 
nnder lifaasachiisettB, and there is but little doubt that the 
settlement was abandoned upon the breaking out of the Cape 
B^tonWar.". 

* At a proprietors' meeting hel<i in Ti^nntmi oa TOMday, Dfloambw id, 174Q» 
the following appropriations "wore uiacie; — - 

" To Mr. Richard Ellis who in a great meAsure as to us ap[»ears, built a dwetl* 
iii9>lMNiM^ wad bvok* «p ftTe «r riz mtm of Und, votod to be paid And dlowwd 
by said proprietors for both yean* B^nrioe, 1739 aod 1740, the ram of £U 0 0 
" Voted to be paid Liont John Horooy for hiniMlf and bond ia j* 

year 1739 £10 0 0 

" Voted to be paid James Washburn for bis service, and part of the 

taHD^ 410 0 0 

Voted to bo pud Mr. JoMph Bddy Im* bimMilf tad OM b«a4 ^ 

one third part of the team, £16 0 0 

"Voted tf> >M^ pni'l ^'Hh Tia<1>\)p for hi« InWir, 1789, . , *. £5 0 0 
** Voted Jonathan Hnrrn y y" J J, to be paid, . . .£600 

*' Voted to be paid Jouulhau ihayer for his service in the year 1740, 

on Mid townihipk £10 0 0 

£100 0 0" 

Eztroflt liron Roeovdi oCTowiuli^ 1. wider llMMobiMotli. 

In the list of the proprietors of Number One, dftted Xovember 10th, iTSfl, 
appear the names of Joseph and Jonathnn T^nmey nf Taunton. Thore is a tra- 
ditiua that one Barney c«ne to New Tuuntou a» early as the year 1749, tliat he 
built tiiOM • bomo, aad oraotod tbo framo of • nflL mien driron away by 
tfao Indiaii^ it ia aaid thai be pvoviondy took tbo proeotttioii to boiy the mffl 
irons. A certain stream in the town bore for maaj yeoia the name of Banioj 
Brook, nnd Barney li^land, in Connecticut riVOT, VaO for ft long time vaed for 
Cumiog porpoeea by the early nettlen. 
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Li the spring ui the year 1751 John Avcrill, with his mfbf 
and hk b<hi Asa, moved from Nofthfield, in MMeachmetta, to 
Nvmber One. At that tune there were bnt two honaee in the 
latter plaee. One of these^ oeoopied hj Mr. Averill, waa aito- 
ated on the top of WHlard'a or Olapp'a hill, st the loath end of 
the nudba street Hie other'below the hill, on the meadow, and 
nnoccnpied) was probftbly the house built by Mr. Ellis and his 
son in 1789. In the house into which Mr. AveriU moTed there 
had been living fonr men, one woman, and two ehildrau Hie 
men were William Qonld and hb son John, Amos Carpenter 
and Afherton Chaffee. Of these, Gkmld and Carpenter moved 
their families from Northfield to Knmber One daring the sum- 
mer of the same year. Tlie first child bom in Westminster was 
Anna AvcrilL Her birth took place in the autumn of 1751. 

On the 9th of November, 1752, Governor Leiuiing Went- 
worth, of Kew llainpisliire, re-granted Number One, and 
changed its iiauio to Westminster. The first meetinpf of the 
new granteijs was held at Winchester, New liamp;?hire, in 
Augnst, 1753, at the house of Major Joeiah Willard, whose 
father, Col. Josiah Willard of Fort Dummer, was at the time 
of his death, hj purchase from tlie original Massachusetts gran- 
tecs, one of the principal proprietors of Nninhor One.* A 
Buhsequent meeting was held at Fort Dummer, in the same 
year, at which permission was given to those ])roprietors who 
had pxufchased ri^ts under the Massachusetts title and then 
held thenii of locating their land as at the first. Further operar 
tions were suspended by the breaking oat of the French war, 
and the families above enumerated were the only inhabitants 
of Westminster until alter the close of that 0tniggle.t 

Although the treaty of Aix-la<}hapelle, as well as that with 
the IndUms at Falmonth, had promised a respite fiom the 
bloody scenes of border war&re, yet the government of Massa- 
dmsettsy knowing well the treadieiy of tihose with whom they 
had to negotiate or contend, still retained their forces on the 
ftQntiem.^ Diffieolties had already arisen in the eastem qnax^ 

* Deeds conT^'ying to him twelve of the original rights are on reoord. 
f See Appendix D. 

I noB Hm aitl «f lima, nso, xM tfa« iOtii «f FAtony, Vtt\ Watt Domiur 
VM0HriMMi«d with t«a man; flftaen wai* itatioDed at Foft Mawae!wiaet*% and 

the tame number at Number Four. The pay alio wad at tiiifl period was: to a 
eaptain, £2 2». B<L; tr. a li>n»pnnnt, £1 V?t 4\d. ; to a t<tgai&t» £1 8«. Id; tO ft 
aoiponl, £1 St, Od ; to a private aentincl, £1 It. 4d 

I 
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tere of New England, and from a letter written by Col. Ibiael 
"Williams on the 3l8t of July, 1750, it wuuld appear that the 
Indiaiits were at that time ex])octed also on the western frontier. 
But the season passed without any interruption from the ene- 
my. On the 8th of December following died Col. Josiah 
Willard, who had been for bo long a time the able and efficient 
commander of Fort Dummer, and was Bucceeded on the 18th 
bv hia 60U Major Josiah Willard, who had Ibrmerly had the 
chai'f^e of a garri«on at Ashuelot. 

Intelligence having reached Boston, in August, 1751, that a 
number of the Penobscot tribe had joined the ISt. Francis In- 
dians with the design of attacking the frontier settlements, CoL 
Israel WiUiams was ordered to apprise the garrisons at Kam- 
ber FouTy Porta Xhmmier and MaaaachqaettB, of their danger. 
The neoeeaary measures of defence were aeoordingly taken, and 
in consequence of this vigilant activi^, no incursions were 
made during this summer. A plan was projected about thin 
period of establishing a militaiy settlement on the rich inter- 
vals at Coos, extending south from Canada, a considerable dis- 
tance on both sides of Comiecticat riven Many engaged in the 
enterpriBe, and in the spring of 1752 a party was sent to view 
Coos meadowB) and lay ont the townships. Hie Indians who 
daimed this territoiy, noticing these movements, sent a delega- 
tion from their tribe to Charlestown and infonned Capt Stevens 
that they should resist by force any attempt to cany the plan 
of a settlement into ezeeation. Gh>vemor Wentwordi having 
heard of their detenninatiim, deemed it beat not to irritate 
them, and the design was relinqmshed.* 

On the 28th of tibe foUowing April, ten or twelve of the St 
Francis ^dians surprised four men who were hunting on Baker's 
river, a branch of the Merrimack. Amos Eastman and the 
sub8eqnently-distinn:iiis]ied Jolm Stark were made prisoners. 
William Stark, a ])rotJier of the latter, escaped, but David 
Stinson, his compauioii, was killed. I3y the way of Connecticut 
river and by portage to Lake Memphramagog, the ca]»tive8 
were carried to the Indian country. Stark was at first tt\ :ited 
with great Bcverity, but was Bubsequently adopted as a bou of 
the Sachem of the tribe, and was so much caressed by his cap- 
tors tiiat lie used often to observe, "that he bad experienced 
more genmne kmdnees from the savages of St Francis, than he 

• Powm't Coot Coimtiy, pp, 10-1& fieUmap's Hiat 2f. H., U. 
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ever knew priMnen of war to reoeire from any civilized 
nation."* 

In Februaij, 1752, the Qeaeral Count beiieviag that the fron- 
tien were oompaiatiyely secure, reduced the gairiaon at Fort 
Dammer to five men. In this oonditioii it renudned under the 
command of Jonah Willaid, to whom a sergeant^a pay was 
allowed, nntil January, 1754, when the same body voted thai, 
^from and after Eebmaiy SOth next, no fbrther provigion be 
made for the pay and snboatance of the five men now poated 
at Fort Dnmmer, and that the Oaptam Gtaeral be dedred to 
dhrect Major Joaiah Willard to take care that the artilleiy and 
other wailike atores be eecored for the aervioe of the govern* 
meat" Kotwithatandhig thia vote, the eame foree and the 
same commander were eontinned nntU the following Septem- 
ber. The year 1753 was one of oomparatiye quiet Settle- 
ments mnltij)lied and immigration increased. But in a conn- 
try, the power of whose masters had only been checked, no- 
thing but temporary peace could be expected. A short respite 
from the barbariti^ ot a savaire warlare, was sure to be follow- 
ed by a long period of melancliuly disasters. Kor was tlie pre- 
sent instance an exceptiuii to the rule, llie encroachments of 
tlie PVeuch on the Ohio, and the renewal of hostilities by the 
Indians on the frontiers of New Enghind, manifested tlie pre- 
sence of a disposition as fierce and warlike as that which liad 
preceded the struggles of fonner years. On this account tho 
home government ordered the colonies to place tliemselves in a 
state of preparation, and counselled them to unite for mutual 
defence. Jn comi^iance with this advice. Governor Shirley 
proposed to the govemon of the other provinces to send dele- 
gates to Albany, to draw np articles for a protective union and 
hn\ d a treaty with the Six nationa. His proposition was adopted. 
Delegates from seven provmoea met at the convention on the 
19th of Jmie, 1754. A treaty was concluded with the IndianSi 
and on the 4th of July, twenty-two years before the Declaration 
of American independence, a phm for the nnion of the colonies 
was agreed on. Copies of ihe plan were sent to each of the pro- 
vinces represented, and to the Sjng^s OonnciL By the pro- 
vinces it was rejected, because it was supposed to give too 
mnch power to ti^e representatives of the King." It met with a 

• llMioir of QmrnnX BM, by hk mo, Cooeord, ISSl, p. 174. Uojt's Indian 
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similar fate at the hands of the Conncil, " because it was sup- 
poeed to give too much jinNvor to tho ro]n"esentative8 of the peo- 
ple." By this disagreement, the colonieB were (»])liirod to fall 
baek on tlieir old gystera of warfare. Each government was 
left to contend with its enemies as best it might.* 

For tile defence of Massachusetts and her frontiers, during 
the year 1754, Grovemor Shirley, on the 2l8t of June, ordered 
the oommaadera of the piovincial regiments to assemble their 
troops for inspection, and make returns of the state of their 
forces at head-quarteis* The towns in the province irere also 
ordered to fami&h themselyes with the stock of ammunition 
Tequired by law. It was not imtil late in the summer that the 
enemy renewed Uieir incursions on the fipootien of New Hamp- 
shire. At Baker's town, on the Pemigewai^et river, they made 
an aaHnilt on a family^ on the 15th of Anguaty killed one woman, 
and took captive aeveral other peraonB. On the 18th iSbey 
killed a man and a woman at Stevens's town, in the same neigh- 
horhood. Teirified at dieee hoetile demonstnrtionBy the inhabit- 
ants deserted their abodes, and retired to the lower towns for 
safety, and " the government was obliged to post soldiers in the 
deserted places.^ At an early hour on the morning of the dOth, 
the Lidians appeared at Number Four, or Charlestown, on Con- 
necticnt river, broke into the house of James Johnson, beforo any 
of the fhmily were awake, and took him prisoner, together with 
his wife and tlircu children, liis wife's sister, Miriam Willard, a 
daughter of Licutenimt AVillard, Ebenezer Fanisworth, and 
Peter Laburee. Aaron Hosmer, who was also in the house, 
el u led the enemy by secreting himself under a bed* No blood 
was shed in the capture, and soon after daylight the Indians set 
out with their pi i^ouers for Canada, by the way of Grown Point 
On the evening; of the first day, the whole party encamped in 
the B0uth-u^>t comer of the present township of Readiiifr, in 
Vermont, near the junction of what is now called Kna})p's 
brook ^y^\h tlie Black river branch. On tlie morning of tlie 
Slst, Mrs. Johnson, who liad gone half a mile further up the 
brook, was delivered of a daughter, who, from the circumstances 
of her birth, was named Captive. Alter a halt of one day the 
march was resumed, Mrs. Johnson hcm^ earned by the Indiana 
oil a litter whi<di they had prepared for her accommodation. 
As soon as her strength wonld pennit, she was allowed to ride 

• HetaMA AjBnOt, a fOO, 901. Hoyt't Inaitti Wtn, pp. MO, Ml. 
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a horse. Tlie journey was long and tedious, and provisions 
were scanty. It tinally became necessary to kill the horse for 
food, and the iiilant waa nouriahedy for seyeral daj8| bj Bucking 
pieces of its flesh.* 

Captive Johnson was afterward the wife of Col. George 
Kiwihall of Cavendish. Upon the north bank of KiiApp's 
brook in the town of Beading, beside the road nmning from 
Spiiogfield to Woodstock, stand two stones commemorative of 
the eyents above reoorded. The larger one is in its proper 
place, and the smaller one, though designed to be kxsated 
half a mile farther ap the brook, whether by aoddent or inten- 
tion, hm alwajB stood at its side. The stones are of slate, and 
of a veiy ooane tertoie. Th«y bear the folbwiDginseriptioiiB. 




* Wben they Arrived at Montreal, Mr. Johnson obtained a parole of two 
mootha, to return and iioHcit the means of redemption, lie R]>plied to the Assem- 
bly of Nev Hampshire, and, after some delay, obtained on the 19th of Deoemb«r, 
17M, one hiftdred and fifty poundi iterling. Bnt tiM MMon mm to kg m3r 
VMHij and «h« vintar proved to Mvwt. that h« did sot raadi OanadA till tha 
wpamg. He was then charged irith brMUng hk parole ; a great pert of hia 
Money iraa taken from him by violence, and he was shut np with his family 
in prison. Uere they took the small-pox, from which, after a severe illnees, 
tb^ happily recovered. At the expiration of eighteen months, Mra. Joluuon, 
vilb hit ifalir end two deoghten, wore oont ie e oertd Mp to Ihglond, and 
ikmf returned te D ooto n . Mr. Johnson was kept in prioon tbree years, and 
then with hia son retomed and met his wife in Boeion, whora ho had the singular 
iD fortune to be suspected of designs unfriendly to his country, and was again 
im|niooned ; but no evidence being produced against him, he was liberated. His 
dieit dan gh ter wao retained in a Canadian nunnery.— Belknap's Hiii IT. H., il 
I8%m HojtTalndiflaWaiibpkMl 

5 
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This it near the tpoc 

tlut tlMS Jbdiam Eacainp<^ the 

Ni^ titer thqr took Johnson & 

Fimily W Laberee k Fanifwoith 

Augull }o^^ 1754 And M» 

Johnson wis dcfiveii of her diikl 

Half a mile up this Brook. 

When troubl" near the Lord is load 

He hean the captiYes Cits 

He can mibdue the savage mind 

And learn it sjnnpaifaf 

On the 31*^ of 

Augttft 1754 

Cap^ Janes 

Johnson had 

A Dm^g^ifter botn 

on tly* *pot of 

Ground being 

Ckptivafied with 

his whole Famflf 

bf tfaelndkns. 

But the enemy did uot confine their depredations to the fitm- 
ticrs alone. On the 28th of August, a party of about one 
hundred Indians, from the Nepkinqnes, the Algonkins, and 
the " Abenaquies of Bekazteotu'' made an attack on "Dutch 
Hooeac," about (en miles west of Fort Maesachusetts. Their 
fint appearance was at a mill which was attended by a few 
men. Of these, they killed Samuel Bowen, and wounded John 
Barnard* They then drove the rest of the InhabitantB from 
their dwelHngBy killed most of the cattle, and set fire to the set- 
tlement On the following day San Ooick ezperienoed a similar 
&te. Hie gamson at Fort MaesachusettB was too weak to 
afford any important aid, and a part^ of militia from Albany, 
tiiat had marched to liie scene of destruction} did not amve 
until the enemy had departed. The loss at Hioosac was stated 
at seven dwelling houses, fourteen hams, and fourteen bar' 
raek$ of wheat" That at San Ooick was about the same. 
The proper^ destroyed was supposed to amount to four thou- 
sand pound^ Toik currency.''* 

* Hoyt uys: "The depredations ware attributed prineipany to tiia Sdiag* 

ticoke Indians." — ludian Ware, p. 2^,!?, 
It ia more than probable Uutt tbe tribes mentioned in the text were the pexpe* 
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To put a period, if j/osbible, to those devastating incursions, 
more exteribive means of defence were adopted by ^Lissacliu- 
Betts, and the cliarge of the western frontiers was again given 
to CoL Israel Williams of Jlattield. His knowledge as a topo- 
grapher and eiii^iiicer, enabled liim, soon after, to present to 
(jovemor Shirley an acciirate sketch of the frontiers of Massa- 
chusetts and New Ilanipsliiro, with plans for tlieir defence. He 
recommended the abandonment of Forts Shirley and Pelham, 
and the erection of a line of smaller works on the noilh side of 
Deerfield river. He further proposed that the old works at 
Korthfield, Bemardston, Colrain, GreeDfield, and Deerfield 
should be repaired, and otheiv built where repairs were imprac- 
ticable; tliat Forts Dummer and MassachuaettB should be 
flIxeiigtheDed and fomiahed with light artillery and sufficient 
ffrnaoaBf that fortificatioiui ahould be erected at Stockbridge^ 
Pontooeack, and Blanford in the soullL-weetera part of Massa- 
ehiuettei and two otheiB to the westward of Fort MasBacha- 
lettB) in order to form a cordon with the line of works in 
27ew Yoik ; tJiat the fort at Gharleetown, being oat of like jnris- 
dictum of Massachnfiette, should be abandoned; that) as in the 
fiinner wan, ranging parties should be constantly employed 
idoiig the line of forts, and in the wilderness, now the state of 
Vennont, and that the routes and outroads from C'rowu Point 
should be diligently .v atched. These plans, with the exception 
of lliat recommending the aluindonnient of Charlestown, were 
adopted, and a ln-dy of troo])s was ordered to be rai-e<] for the 
western Iruiitiei-s, to be stationed as Col. Williams sli(nil( I direct. 

Forts Diinmier and Massacliiisetts, works of considerable 
strength, and containing small garrisons, were I'urnished with a 
few [)ieces of ordnance. The other works being diminutive 
block- bouses, or stockaded dwellings, bearing the names of their 
occupants, were made defeDsiblc against miisketry. These were 
Sheldon's and Burk's garrisons at Bemardston, on Connecticut 
river; Iforrison's and Lucas's, at Colrain; Taylor's, Bice's, and 
fiawks's, at CSiarlemont ; Goodrich's and Williams's, at Pontoo- 
SBck; and defences at Williamstown, Sheffield, and Blanford. 
Some of them were provided with swivels and small forces 
mider sabaltem officers. In other places, less exposed, slighter 
fortsficadons were established, some i^t ibe expense a£, the 

inton of th« Mti ««rib«d to HMm.— S«e doemiMnts in oflSce Sec State in 
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inhahitant8, and soine at the expense of tlic province. Capt. 
Epliraini Williams wa.«, m in the preceding war, appoimed 
comraantlor of the line of fort^. His rank was raised to that of 
major. Deerlield was made the depot for the commissary 
Stores, and a small force was stationed to protect them. The 
office of commissaiy was given to Major Elijah Williams. The 
fort at Charlestown, which had been built hy Massachusetts, 
bnt which now lay within the boundaries of New Hampshim, 
required a protecting force. Governor Shirley wrote to Go- 
Teraor Wentworth recommending its fbtnre maintenance to the 
New Hampshire Assembly, and applications of a like nature 
were made by the inhi^bitantB of Charlestown* The Assembly, 
as in former yean, refused to listen to these re(pie3ts. Peti* 
tions were then sent to the General Court of Massachusetts; and 
as a proof of the importance of the post at Charlestown, the 
petitioners stated that the attacks of the enemy had been sus- 
tained at that place, on ten difterent occasions, during the 
space of two years. Mention was also inade of the siifierings 
which the inhabi t an l^ had i iidiired by the loss of their cattle 
an<l provisions. Massachusetts again sent soldiers for the de- 
fence of the town, and a guard was continned there and at Fort 
Dtimmer until the year 1757. On the li>th of September the 
command of the latter station was given to i^athan Willard, 
with the rank of sergeant, and until Tune, 1755, the garrison 
numbered eight men. So effectually had these })reparations been 
made, and so well were they perfected, that the incursions of the 
enemy ceased almost immediately. ' The settlers again enjoyed 
a temporary security, and at the close of the year it was deemed 
safe to lessen severaJ of the garrisons at the smaller forts."* 

The inhabitants of Westminster who were few in number and 
but poorly protected, being alarmed by the capture of the 
Johnsons at Charlestown, had removed to Walpole immediately 
after that erent Here they were accommodiated at the house 
of Col. Benjamin Bdlows until October, when they returned to 
Westminster. There they tarried until the February fotto^ing, 
when the AyeriU fiunily moved to Putney, which town, on the 
26th of December, 1753, had been granted and chartered by 
Benning Wentworth. Fort Hill, which had been erected 
before the Cape Breton war, had now gone to decay and was 
mostly demolished. The settlementB in the immediate vicinity 

* Hoyt't ladiAn WtM, pp. 263-266. B«lkiiAp'a Hiat N. H., il 290, 291. 
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were in conse<pience undefended and inflcciire. For their mu- 
tual wilVty, t)u' inlmbitaiits of Westmoreland, New Hamp- 
?liire, jumeU witli the iuhabitauts of Westminster and Putney, 
and iu the year 1755 built a fort on the Great Meadow, on the 
?ite of the house hitely occupied by Col. Thomas White, near 
the landnig of tlie terry. The fort was in shape oblong, about 
one hundred and tweuty by eighty feet, and was built with 
yellow pine timber hewed six inches thick and laid up about 
ten feet high. Fifteen dwellings were erected within it, the wall 
of the fort forming the back wall of the houses. These were 
ooTered witli a single roof called a salt-box " roof, which aUated 
upward to the top of the wall of Uie fort In the centre of the 
endoaiire waa a hollow square on which all the houses fronted. 
A great gate opened on the south toward Oonneoticut river, 
and a smaller one toward the west On the north-east and 
soath-west oomeis of the fort, watch-towers were placed* In 
the SQimner season, besides its cnatonuuj occupants, the fort 
was generally garrisoned by a force of ten or twelve men from 
New Hamp^ire. 

Hie only inhabitants on the Great Meadow at the begbmiug 
of the year 1755, were Philip Alexander from Northfielc^ 
John Perry and John ATeriU with their wivea and fami- 
lies, and Gapt Hiehael Oilaon a bachelor, hia mother and his 
two siaters. On the completion of the fort, seyend of the 
inhabitants of Westmoreland crossed the river and joined the 
garrison. Tliese were Capt. Daniel How, Tliomas Chamber- 
lain, Isaac Chamberlain, Joshua Warner and Bon, Daniel War- 
ner, wife and son, Harrison Wheeler, Deacon Samuel Minott, 
who atlcrwani man ied Capt. GiUou'i? mother, and Mr. Aldrich 
and sun.* At tlie close of the French war, all who bad re- 
moved from Westmoreland, returned, with the exooption of 
Deacon Minott. Durin*^ the summer Dr. Lord and Wilhaiu 
Willurd joined the garrison. Several children were bom in 
the fort, but the tii-st child born within the limits of the town 
of Putney is supposed to have been Aaron, son of Philip Alex- 
ander. His birth took place before tlio fort was built, and there 
is a tradition that Col. Joeiah Wiliard, iu commemoration of the 
event, presented to the boy a hundred acres of land, situated 
ahoat half a mile east of Westmoreland bridge. The £sther 

• The ion woi alUrwinl Qmml Oeorye Aldrieh. He di«d it V«lmor»> 
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of Capt. Daniel IIow and the father of Harrison Wheeler died 
in the fort. Both were buried in the graveyard in Westmore- 
land on the other side of the iiTer. Beiigious services were 
for a long time observed among the occnpants of the ibrt, and 
there the Eev. Andrew Gardner, who had previously beea 
chaplain and surgeon at Fort Dnmmer, preached nearly three 
years. The Great Meadow, at this time, waa not more thaa 
half cleared, and its noble foreats of yellow pine, with here 
and there a white pine or a white oak, presented an appearance 
which ia seldom to be met with at the present period, in any 
part of the state. OoL Josiah IfiUard, who owned lihe Mea> 
dow, gave the use of the land as a consideration for building 
the fort and defending it dnring the war. The land was por- 
tioned out to each family, and the inhabitants were aocnstomed 
to work on their fSums in company that l3iey might be better 
prepared to assist one another In &e event of a surprise by the 
enemy. Hiere was no open attack upon the fort during the 
French war, altliough the shouts of the Indiana were often heard 
in itii vicinity in the iiight season. On one occasion they laid 
an ambush at the north end of the Meaduw. But the settlers 
who were at work on au adjacent ishind, were bo fortunate as to 
discover the signs of their presence, and avoided them hy ]>ass- 
ing down the river in a courae different from that by which 
they had come.* 

The expeditions which were plaimed by Gen. Braddock, in 
conjunction with the Colonial Governors, against Fort Du 
Quesne, Niagara, and Crown Point, at tlie beginning of this 
year, served to a certain extent to defend the frontiers from the 
incondona of the enemy. Major Ephraim Williams, who dur- 
ing the year 1754 had taken charge of the western hue of forts 
in Massachusetts, was appointed to the command of a regiment 
in the latter expedition. Capt Isaac Wyman succeeded him 
as commander of Fort Massachusetts. Simultaneous with these 
extensiYe operations, measures were taken by Massachusetts to 
render more efiectoel the defence of her borders. Garrisona 
were strengthened, new loTies of soldiers made, the people in 
exposed towns were required to go aimed when attending 
public worship, and it was made the duty of tihe militia officers 
to see that this order waa obser7ed.t 

D. And rows. 

t ** Tbe munihiy paj of the troops oa th« {roQti«ni^ «»tftbli«iied by the govern- 
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Bat iSb» feature wbieh charBcterized in a peculiar maimer 
tibe warfare of this year, was the system introdnoed in the 
eoudnct and management ef the partisan corps. The gorenh 
ment of Hassa&nsettB had offered a large bomi^ far evety 
^ Indian Idlled qr eaptnred," and to gain t£^ reward^ did these 
ranging paitiee engage In what were eommonlj known at the 
time as " scalping designs." Their field of operation extended 
fiiom the Connecticut to the Hudson, and from the Massacliu- 
setts cordon to the borders of Black river, in Terniont. Each 
company consisted of not less than thirty men, and of none but 
such as were able-bodied and capable of the greatest cii dur- 
ance. Sometimes they marched in a body on one roiUe, and 
a^in in two or three divisions on diflerent roiitet^, or as ordered 
by their officers. The commissioned officers kept a jounml of 
each day's proceedin*^, which was retnm<>d at tlie close of the 
march, to the commander-in-chief of the lorces, after having 
. been sworn to l)efore tlie Goronior of Massachusetts, or one of 
his Majesty's justices of tlie peace. No l>ounty was given until 
the captured Indians, or the scalps of those killed, were deli- 
vered at Boston to persons appointed to receive them. 

Compared with the life of the ranger, that of the frontier 
settler was merely the training school in hardship and endur- 
ance. In the ranging corps were perfected lessons, the mdi- 
menfcs of which are at the present day bat seldom tanght ; and 
the partisan soldier of the last oentui^) thongh nnskilled in the 
seience of warfare, was an equal match for the resolute Indian^ 
whose birthriglit was an habitnatioa to daring deeds and wasting 
iktigae. The duties of the raogere were to sconr the woods, 
and ascertain the force and posiSon of the enemy ; to discover 
and preYent the effect of his ambuscades, and to ambnah him 
in tnm ; to acqnire information of his movemeots by making 
prisoneiB of his sentinels ; and to clear the way for the advance 
of the regular troops.'' In marching, flankers preceded the 
main body, and their system of tactics was embodied in the 
qnicknesB with which, at a given signal, they could form in file, 

ment of HaaMehoMtU, Jane 11th, 1765, wm m follows. Marcliing forces : Cap- 
tain, £4 ; Lieutenant, £3 4«. ; Sergeant, £1 14«. ; 0>q)nral or Private, £l 
6s. 8<i. Gurrisan forces: Captain, £4; lieutenant, £8; Sergeant, £1 10«. ; Coi^ 
poral £1 8«. ; Drommer, £1 8a ; Centinel, £1 U. ; AxnuNMratHM WWbirif^ Jti*— 
Hoytri faBm Wvt, pw 869. 

In addition to the r^pilariy established garrisons, guards were stationed at 
Oreeofield, Charlemont, Southampton, HTint^town, CiokMn, and FaUtawn* to pro* 
t«et the inhabitants while gath«ring their cropsi 
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either single or otherwise, a.s occasion dun landed. Li iightitig, 
if tlie enemy was Indian, they adopted his mode of warfare, 
and were not inferior to him in artilice or finesse. To the use 
of all sueh weapons as were hkely to be employed against them 
they were well accaetomed, and their antagoniBt, whoever he 
might be, was sure to find in them warriors whom he might 
hate, but could not despise. As marksmen none surpassed them. 
With a Bcnsitiveness to sound, approximating to that of instiiict, 
the^ could detect the sly approach of the foe, or could mark 
widi an accuracy ahnoBt beyond belief the place of his con- 
ceahnent Their route was for the most part durough a comitry 
thickly wooded, now over jagged hills and steep mountaiiiSi 
and anoDy across foaming riven or graveUj-bedded brooks. 

When an Indian track was disoOTcred, a &yorable point was 
chosen In its coone, and there was formed an ambuscade, where 
the partisans would lie in wait day after daj far the approach ot 
the enemy. Xor were mountains, rivm, and foes, the only obstar 
des with which they were forced to contend. Loaded with pro- 
Tisionsfixr a month's march, carrying a musket heayier by far than 
that of a more modem make, with ammunition and appurte- 
nances comspondent ; thus equipped,with the burden of aporter, 
did liiey do die duty of a soldier. At night, the place d thdr 
encampment was always chosen with the utmost circumspection, 
and guards were ever on tlie alert to })revent a surprise. Were it 
summer, the ground Butiieed for a ])ed, tlie clear sky or the out>- 
sjireading branches of some giant oak for a canopy. Were it 
winter, at the close a weary march, ])erforme<l on snow-shoes, 
a few gathered twigs pointed the conch made hard by necessity, 
and a rude hut served as a miserable shelter from the inclemency 
of the weather. Were the night very dark and cold, and no 
fear of discovery entertained, gathered around tlic blazing brush 
heap, they ( ii jMyed a kind of satisfaction in watching the tower- 
ing of its brighr, forked flame, relieved l)y the dark background 
of tlic black tbrest ; or encircling it in slumber, dreamed that 
their heads were in Greenland, and their feet in Vesuvius. If 
a comrade were sick, the canteen, or what herbs the forest af- 
forded, were usually the only medicines obtainable ; and were he 
unable to proceed, a journey on a litter to the place whence his 
eompany started, or to the point of t^eir destination, witb the 
exposure consequent thereupon, was not always a certain war- 
rant of recoveiy, or the most gentle method of alleviating pain. 

But the great object was unattained, so long as they did not 
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• return with a string of scalps, or a retinue of captives. When 
soecess attended their efforts, the officers and soldiers shared 
alike in the bounty paid, and strove to obtain equal proportions 
of the pmiae and glory. The partisans of the valley of the Con- 
necticut were mostly from Massachusetts, OoHneeticuti and New 
Ilauipshire. Some of them had bome for many years the bai^ 
bahties of the Indian, and were determined to hnnt him iike a 
beast, in his awn natiye woods. Not a few had seen &ther and 
mother tomahawked and scalped belbre tfaeur Teiy eyes; and 
some, after spending their joatii as eaptives in the idgwam, had 
rettuiied, bringing with them a knowledge of the Indian modes 
of war&re, and a boming desire to exert that knowledge for the 
destmctum of tfaeur teachers. To men in dus sitoation, a bounty, 
anch Bg was offered by the government of Maaaachnaetts, was 
soffieient to change thought into aotion, and it did not require 
file eje of a prophet to foresee the resolt Great were the dan- 
gers they encountered, arduous the labor they performed, pre- 
eminent the services they rendered, and yet the partisan soldier 
has seldom been mentioned but with etitrma, and his occupation 
rarely named but with abuse. Tliis uiay ])e due, in some part, 
to the deviation trom the usages of civilized waiiaie, \v hicli wa» 
sanctioned by the use of the scalping knife. Still the impartial 
reader should bear in mind the circumstances and the timefl 
which are under review, lie sliould remember the barbarity 
the enemy, the principles of uatural justice, or the law of retalia- 
tion, the oiTiergencies wliich were constantly arising, and the 
necessity which compelled the piirtisan to liglit the Indian on 
his own terms. Let these considerations be indulged, and the 
rendering of a j aster verdict in future, will show that discrimina- 
tion has been allowed to take the place too long held by prej udioe 
and scorn.* 

Although the greatest preoantions had been taken to re nder 
the frontLere secure against the enemy, yet the year 1755 bore 
on its record as large a flhare of disasters as any which had pre- 
eeded it fiarly in JmM^ a party of Indians attacked a nnmber 
of personS) who were at woric in a meadow in the npper part 
of Chariemoot, KaBeaehnsetle^ near Bioe's fort Oapt Bice 
and Fhineas Arms were killed^ and Titos Sbig and Asa Bice^ a 
lad, were captm^ and taken to Canada, by the way of Crown 

• Ilcniini*4^«nces of the Frrnrh Ww, Concord, 18S1 ; pp. 4, R. " Rules fop tint 
Rangiug Service," in thr> ,1 lunialfl of Major Kobeit Rogdn, LoadoDy 1766; ppb 
00-70. Uuyt's iDdiAu Won, pp. 260-268. 
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Point. King was afterward* carried to France, thence to Eng^ 
land, whence he aft length tetonied to Northampton^ his native 
place. An acoonat of aome of the depredatioDs which were 
made at this period in Kew Hatnpehire, is given hj Hojt, in the 
following paragraph: the month of Jmie, a man and boj 
were captured at New Hopldnton, but immediately after re- 
ti&en by a flconting party. The same month an attack waa 
made on a fort at Eeene, commanded by Gapt. Sims; but 
Ifae enemy, after some vigorons fighting, were driven off. On 
liieir Y^Arealb ihej UUed many cattle, bnmed several hoiweB, 
and captured Benjamin Twichel. At "Walpole they killed 
Daniel Twichel, and another man, by the name of Flynt." On 
the 17th of August, at noon, the Indians in large numbers at- 
tempted to waylay Col. Benjamin Bellows of Walpole, and a 
party of thirty men, while retnrning from their labor. Failing 
in this unilertaking, they attacked the fort of John Kilbum, 
"situated near Cold river, about two miles i'lxnn the present 
centre of the town of Walpole, on tlie road to Bellows Falls, 
the exact spot being said to be just where two apy»le trees, very 
visible on the east of the way-side, now bear tlie fruits of peace.'* 
It was bravely defended by the owner and his son, John Peak 
and hifl son, and several women, who finally compelled the enemy 
to retire with ooosiderable loss. Feak was m<ntally wonnded in 
the assault* 

On the S^7th of Jone^t the most disastrous affair that occurred 
daring the season on Ooaneotieut river, took place at Bridg- 
man's Fort, on Vemoin meadow, a short distance below Foct 
Dammer. On the cpot where the original fort stood, which waa 
bnmed by the Indians in 1747, another of the same name had 
been erected soon alter, and being strongly picketed, was eon* 
sidered as secnre as any garrison in the vicinity. It was sito- 
ated on low gronnd, near elevated land, from which' an easy 
view of its coostmction'and amngements mightbe had. IVom 
the manner mwM€b the attack was planned, and from the stnir 
tegy therein displayed, it is supposed ^at the Vidians, availing 
themselves of the opportunity afforded by the hi^^li ground, 
Lu'l ]jreviously viewed the place, and by listeninfj at the ^te, 
had discovered the signal by which admittance waa gained to 

• Hojei UOim Wan, ppc fM^^M. A IbU Meooal ti tUi m ^rm ia 

f Soms Vlften bare named July 27tb, as the day on which tibif wmA^M m nd, 
OontMiiponiMODi MSBk oomborate th« date giran in tha test 
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fort On the morning of the day in which the attack wn 
made. Caleb How, Hilkiuli Grout, Benjamin Gaffield, and two 
lad-:, tho sons of How, left the fort and went to work in a com- 
ileldi Ijiog near the bank of the rirer. Betuming a little before 
simsdt, thtiy were ilred upon by a parfy of about a dozeQ IndianB, 
from an ambnah near the patib. How, who was on honeback 
wi^ bis two sons, received a shot in the tbi^ which bronght bim 
to the gronnd, Ihe Indians, on seemg him fall, rushed np, and 
after piercing him with their spears, scalped him, and leaving 
him for dead, took his two sons prisoners. Gaffield was drowned 
in attempting to cross the river, bat Ghront fortnnately escaped. 

Hie familiea of the soflEerers who were in the fort, had heard 
the firing bat were ignorant of its canse* Anxiously awaiting 
the retnm of thdr companiona, they heard in the dusk of 
evening a rapping at the gate, and die tread of feet without 
Supposing by the signal which was given that thej were to re- 
ceive friends, they too liastily opened the gate, and to their 
6ur})rijie and augiiLsli, admitted enemies. The three families, 
consisting of Mrs. Jeminia IIow ami her children, Mary and 
Snbmit Phips, AVilliam, Moses, Sqnire and Caleb How, and a 
babe six months old; Mrs, Submit Grnut and her children, 
Hilkiah, Asa, and Martha, and Mrs. Gailield willi her dangh- 
ter Eunice, fourteen in all, were made prisoners. After plun- 
dering and tiring the place, the Indians proceeded about a mile 
and a half and encamped for the night in the woods. The 
next day they set out with their prisoner for Crown Point, 
and after nine days' travel reached Lake Champiain. TTere 
the Indians took their canoes, and soon after, the whole party 
arrived at- the place of destination. After remaining at Crown 
Point abont a week, they proceeded down the lake to St. Johns, 
and ended their march at St. Francis on the river St. Lawrence. 
Mrs. How, after a series of adventares, was finally redeemed 
with three of her children, tbiongh tiie intervention of CoL 
Peter Scbnyler, Major, afterwards Gen. Israel Putnam and 
other gentlemen, who had become interested for her welfare on 
account of the peculiarity of her sufferings asd the patience with 
which she had borne them. Of the other children, the young- 
est died, another was glyen to Goyemor de Yaudreuil of 
fyiiijiftj and the two remaining oaeMf who were dangfatero, 
wm placed in a conyent in that province. One of ^heae was 
afterwards carried to France, where she manied a Prenchman 
named CSron Lewis, and the other was snbseqnendy redeemed 
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by Mi*s. How, wlio made a journey to Canada for the express 
pur})oso of procuring her release. !Mrs. How afterwards be- 
came the wife of Amos Tute, who was for several years one of 
the coroners of Cumberland county. She was buried in 
Vernon, and her tombstone epitomizee her yaiied life and ex- 
ploits, in these words. 

MiB JemiiDA TuiB 

Succefllvcly Relict of MdP"" 
William Phipps, Caleb Howe & Amos Tutc 
The two Aril were killed by the Jndiaiu 
Phipps July 1743 
Howe June 29^^ 1755 
When Howe was killed, ihc & her Children 
Then fcvcn in number 
Were carried into Captivity 
The olJcll a Daughter went to France 
And was married to a French Gend&> 
man 

The youngeft was com from her 
Breast 

And perished with Hanger 
By the aid of fame benevolent Gent^ 
And her own perfonal Heroiim 
She recovered the reft 
She had two by her hft Hvtaid 
Ontltved both htm tt them 
And died Much 7^^ 1805 aged 8s 
Hiving pafled thro move vidflitudea 
And endured more hardihipi 
Thin my of her ootemponmcs 

No more can Savage Poet annqjr 
Nor aught her wide ipread Fame Deftroy* 

On the moniing after tihe attack on Bridgman's Fort, a party 
of men found Oideb How still ali^e, bnt mortallj wounded. 
He was conveyed to Hinsdale's Fort, on the opposite side of 

* A man d«tail«d aeeoimt of the adrentoraB and aofferii^ of Iba. Howa, wIm 
haa been eaHed the "Fair CaptiTe," may be found in BeUroap'a Hiat N. H. ii^ 
870-388, and in tha "lifi «f Gaacral Pataam" in Hua^phraj'a Woria» ppu SfTS- 
870. 
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the river, where he soon after expired. He was buried about 
half a mile from the fort, in the middle of a large fiel<l, and a 
stone erected to his memcny is still standingy inscribed with 
this record: — 

Jn Memoiyof 
Cikb How a wery 
Kind Oxnptnioii who 
Wn Killed die Jndet 
u Jone the 27th 
1755. in die 3s year 
Of his age. hisWiielyP* 
Jemima How With 7 
Children taken Capdw 
wt die Sune timet 

At iSb» dose of ikree yean^ ci^Titjr, Mrs. Ghiffield was ran- 
somed and went to England. The fate of her daughter, Eunice, 
is uncertain. On the 9th of October, 1758, a petition, signed 
Zadok Hawks, was presented to the General Court of Miissa- 
clni^otts, praying them to use their influence to obtain the 
release of Mrs. Grout, the petitioner's sister. At tliat time, she 
and her daughter were residing with the French near Mon- 
treal, and her two sons were with the Indians at St. Francis. 
It is probable that their release was not long delayed, as one of 
the sons a few year? later was a resident of CumV»erland county. 

But this was not the last of the incursions of the enemy. On 
the 22d of July, at about nine o'clock in the morning, a party 
of Indians attacked four of the soldiers of Hinsdale's Fort, and 
three of the settlers residing there, as they were cutting poles 
for the purpose of picketing the garrison. At the time of the 
attack they were not move than a hundred rods distant firam 
the fort Four men were on goard, and three were on the 
team. Thej had drawn onlj one stick when the enemy fired 
iipoo them, and having got between them and the fort endea- 
Tond to keep them from teaching it Of the soldiers, John 
Hiardiclaj* was IdQled and scalped on the spot His bodj was 
terribly mangled, both breasts being ent off and the heart laid 
open. JonatibanOdby wa8captiired,andthetwoothei!B,Hea& 

• la Hi* toHar of CoL EbancMr Hiiiad«Il, this name ia writttn Hardway.— H. 
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and Quimby, escaped to the fort Of tlic settlers, Jobii Alex- 
ander was killed and scalped, and Auia^a Alright and his biu- 
vivin^ companion, wLooe name is not recorded, saved them- 
geive> by flight An alarm was immediately sounduii, and the 
" Great Grim" at Fort Dummer, on the opposite side of the river, 
was fired. Tliirtj men from Korthfield answered the summons, 
but their assistance availed only in burying tho dead, for the 
enemy had gone too far to warrant a purtiuit. A week pre- 
vious to this occurrence the Indians burned an outhouse with 
its contents, situated about six miles above West river, and dur- 
ing the whole summer hostile bands scattered in every direction 
among the settlements, were watching for opportonitiea to plun- 
der and destroy. Lifonuation of theee transactions was sent to 
Governor Wentworth by OoL Ebenezer Hinsdell, and the cloe» 
ing words of his letter, " we are loath to tarry here merely to 
be killed,'' convey in strong terms, a knowledge of the danger 
which endrded the settle^ iuid of the. JnoompeljjQ^ their 
forced to afford protection. .. u.^ol 

Although the goveraor was. willing and amdoiiB to fbmiah 
the requisite aid, the New Hampsfaune Aaaenibl j were nnwilUng 
to render the least Application then made to the Haasa- 
cbusettB Legislstore, and Nadian Willard, the commander at 
Fort Dmnmer, in a memorial presented in tibe month of August, 
deseribed the eitnation <tf that post He stated that the enemy 
were continually lurking in the woods around and near the fort; 
that during thu summer nineteen persons, living within 
two miles of it, bad been " killed or captivated tibat it was 
!m]X)Ssible to succor tliem by reason of the insufficiency of the • 
garrison, which numbered only five men on pay, and that in 
case of an attack there was no reason why the enemy should 
not be perfectly successful. In view of these representations, 
the Legislature directed Ca])t. Willard to add six men to iiis 
present force, to servo \mtil the firpt of October following. Si- 
Xnilar assistance was granted to otlier gan isonp on the frontiei'S. 

The expedition against Crown Foint, which had been planned 
during the spring and summer, was consummated in the fall of 
this year. The unwearied efforts of General, afterwards Sir 
William Johnson, to whom the command had been given, 
though attended with snccesSi were not rewarded with the con- 
quest of tlie desired station ; and the victory of the 8th of Sep- 
tember, which defeated the Baron Dieskau and his French and 
Indian foroesi though it served to cheer the spirits of the £ng- 
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lish in America, was purchased by the Idss of <^)niv nf the heet 
men in the colonios. Of this nuniber was Col. ii.phraim Wil- 
liams, who was shot through the head as he was leading on ids 
regiment in the cou^cC Um death was imiverBaUy regretted 
bj his ooontiymen. His exertions, during a service of many 
y^ears on the fronds, had won him the esteem and admiration 
whieh is due to virtue and valor ; and the endowment which he 
made by his will for eatobUflluiig the college which bean hia 
juoDBf has kept hk memory green in the hettrta of saoceeding 
generations, and ariried to his renawn as a waarior the prajsea 
of scholars and philanthropiatL* 

Aa baa been pievioiialj atated, Eort Dmaamf altlunz^ aitor 
ated wiihoQt the bofrdeia of KaaaaelinaeUay bad been long aup- 
parted by that pnmnoe. Hie Board of TVadehad^jOnliiedd 
of Angoat, 1749, deolaied it proper and jnat, that New Hamp- 
flhire ahoold leimbniae MaetaobnaetlB for its maintenance ; yet 
no attentioii bad been given to thia advioe^ and^ IfaaaaolwiBetti 
bad ooDlmned aa before to support a garrison at that station, 
in- crder to d>tain payment for their services, the Coiuicil of 
Maesachuaetts, "in confidence of his ^Iajc3t}\s guudnubo and 
justice," apjK)inted a committee on the 29th of May, 1T52, con- 
sisting of Samuel Watts, Jokn Wheelwright, aud Thouia*j 
Hutchiikon, who, with a committee from the House, were 
ordered to take such steps as they should deem necessary to 
accompHsh this object. On the 4th of June, a fe^v da\ s atter 
tliese appointments were inade, the Council, by the advice of 
their committee, directed Josiah Willard, the Secretary of the 
province, lo write to Mr. liniian, the agent for Massachusetts in 
England, in order to learn w hat course should he pursued with 
the Board of Trade. Letters were sent on the 26th, but no 
answer being received, the Secretary, on the 27thof Deoember^ 
1753, again wrote Ibr instructions. In the latter communica- 
tion, he stated that MaasachuBetts had defended the lands weat 
of Connecticut river, for one hundred yean past, at an expense 
probably of £100,000 sterling; that at one of the beet forts in 
the government, standing about twenty-five milea east of Hud- 
son river,t she had kept a garneonof forty men during the war, 
and bad retained men in pay ever emoe the peace; that ehe 
bad beoi hag ezpeeting a reimbnnement of the ehai|^ for 
anpporting Fort Dommer, and defending the otber parts of the 

• Hojtfsladian Wmi^ 971-881 f ^ WMMnhwutti 
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frontier of " what is now called New TTampshire and that the 
order of his Majesty in Council in 1744 was ooDditional, either 
that Massachusetts should be reimbursed her charges, or that 
the fort with a proper, district of land cootigaous should be 
assigned her. Beferring more partieularlj to timt order, the 
Secretazy remarked in oonclnBion, that the Fort and a few 
miles of conntiy around it, so lar from being an adequate com^ 
peusation to the expense the province had inenmd, were so 
much tJie contrary, that she would rather esteem them a bur- 
den, as thereby she would not only lose all the past ezpensety 
bnt be subjected also to a constant fhture charge. On the 12th 
of August, 1755, the subject was again discmased betoe the 
Oouneil of Itfaasachnsette, and lliomaa Hutchinson and William 
Brattle, with such persons as the House might add, were 
chosen " to prepare the draft of a memorial and petition to his 
Majesty, therein giving a full rcpreseutation" of the affair, and 
praying for a speedy reimbursement of tlie charges which had 
been paid by the province. Tliu^ did ^Li.^sachusetts from 
year to year repeat her attempts to obtain what was due her 
for her services and expenditures. But her efforts were foiled 
by the \n<^dlu7ice of the New Ilampshire agents, and her object 
rendered more and more unattainable by delay.* 

• Voriood Mius. Ck>unoil Becorda, jod. 316. 
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Gomznand of Foii DmuDer given to Nftthan WOUrd — Compkint against liim— 
Indiaiit in amtnuh— ^Attwnpt to wnutraol • WHiktry totA fipom CSuuioitown to 
Grows Point — ^Baijgeni at Hiufldale'a Port — Capt J'lak — lucuraion at CharlQa> 
town — Capture of Mrs. Moore of Brattleborough — liobt-rt Rogers, the di.'-tln- 
giiLsheJ Ranger — Events nt the ch'^f of the French war — Destruction of St* 
Franci*— tsutferiiig* of Rogew's party on their return — Land route from Con- 
aootioat BlT«r to Lik* OiuaqpUbi-^OoBqiitit of Omda by tho Jbi^fib— 
pMOO rertorod Ofoati by Qoymm Bonning Woatworih— Wottminator dboT' 
ter renewed — Settlement of Towns on Connecticut River — Putney — Halifax — 
lforlboroagh~ Wilmington— Iiow F«ii6->&ookingham-*Towiiahoad-->Hiiiadalfl. 

Although hostilities had hcon continued in the provinces 
during the jear 1755, war was not formallj declared between 
England and France until the beginning of the year 1756. 
Several expeditions were partially planned, yet little was done 
daring the campaign in the way of regular warfare. Means 
were taken as in former years to defend the settlements along 
the ConnecticTit Small forces were posted by Massachusetts 
at Charlestown and on Ashuelot river in Kew tlampshire, also 
at Northfield, Greenfield, Deeifield, Fort Maasachnsetts, and at 
the stations in the Massachusetts cordon. The garrison at Fort 
Dnnimer having l)eoome reduced to three men, Oapt. Nathan 
Willard, who was stationed at that post, made known his condi- 
tion to the Massachnsetts Legislatiire, and asked for aid. By a 
vote of the Honse, passed Apnl nine men were placed 
mder his command, and an allowance was made for their sup- 
port firom the funds of the province. Besides the garrison, the 
fort was at that time inhabited by several families. No sooner 
had Willard obtained an increase of his force, than he com* 
menced a pitiful persecntion against these families whom he 
had been appointed to protect They, nnwilling to increase the 
distorbance by resistance, endured his condnet in silence for a 

6 
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reaeouable time, but finding that he waa not inclined to change 
his treatment towards them, except for the worse, they, on the 
17tli of May, memoriaUxed the General Oourt of MaaBaohuaettBy 
in these woida : — 

The command being given to Nathan WiUard — we will a 
little acquaint your hououia of the managements and canyings 
on in said fo]% and that in several articlesy and, 

First ; as to all the Willarda' swearing against the proTinoe 
in favour of New Hampshire. 

Secondly ; as to their sdling the proTince stores, hotli of 
powder and lead to Hampehire fbrts, as also to Hampshire 
soldiera. 

^'Thirdly; as to the proyinoe gons lying about my* said 
fort, the locks in one place and the barrels in another, and two 
or three of them that are half eat np with rust 

« And as your hononrs have been pleased to allow nine men 
to that ibrt until y* lOth day of next June, under the comand 
of Captain Nathan Willard, he has put in Oliver Willard, 
"Wilder Willard, William Willard, and as there are four lai ge 
Pi'ovinct' liuuBcti iuy' Ibrl, liieac lour WiUards iuive each of 
theiii aii liOTise. 

"And as Capt. Nathan AViliard lias a large province house 
to himself, and lias turned all the rest of the families iiito two 
small rooms, in which families are five soldiers ; — ^for by repair- 
ing the province houses a little, makes them their own. 

And as there are four acres of land allowed in y^ Ilamp- 
shire charter Wn- the henetitof y" 6aid fort, tliey keep all the land 
to themselves, and will allow but a small garden spot to the 
rest of the soldiers,^ — as their treatment is so hard of y* soldiers, 
and y* distressed inhabitants who are obliged to flee tliither for 
slielter hi these distressing times, with us, we have thought fit 
to make y" above representation of &ctBy which we are ready 
to prove true. 

Our distresses are great for which we begg your honours 
compassionate consideration^ and relief, and as in duly bound 
shall ever pray.'** 

There is no doubt that this petition was answered to the 
satisfisotion of those who presented it, for Massachusetts waa ever 

* This meraoriftl was Bipned by Capt. Fairbank Moore, B'^njawin ^fnnrA, Pair- 
bank Moore Jun., Robert Cooper, Anson Cooper, John Kathan, John Kathan 
Juu., Dikttiei Shattuck, Daniel Sbatluck Jan., Joshua Cooper, Gideou SUattuck 
USa in oSBmSm. Stot«^ Mm, bocr. M7 
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generous in defending not only her own fipontiers, bnt those of 
other provinces ; and at this ]>eriod especiaUy, the fear of exter- 
nal foes admitted not the toleration of any internal eximitieB or 
jeuloufiies. 

The neoeesily of preparation was soon after made evident by 
the commencement of the annual incursions of the Indiana, 
Jn Jnne Ihey took Josiah Foeter with his wife and two children 
from Winchester, Kew Hampshire, and not many days after, 
lient Mom Willard was killed, and his son wounded near the 
fi>rt of Chaiiestown. Daring the snmmer several acts ci hosti- 
lity were coinmitted in the neighborhood of Fort HaflBachnBetts, 
and in the majority of cases, the plans of the Indians were 
attendee^ with snccess. At a place ealled the Oonntry fiums in 
t|e north part of Greenfield, tiiey attacked a party of five men 
en the 1.2th of August, while at labor. Of these only one 
escaped, two of the others being killed, and two captured.* 
On the 20th of the same mon^ as Zebnlon Stebbins of Hins- 
dale, and Keuben Wright were returning from JSTorthfield on 
liorseback, tliey discovered a party of Indians in ambush, who 
tired ou tbom, and wounded AVrigkt. The two men tlien re- 
treated some distance, but the Indians still pressing on, Steb- 
bins turned upon them, received their fire, and returning it 
woiuuled one of them. Tliis checked their pursuit, and enabled 
both Wriglit and btebbins to make tlieir escape. A good result 
was effectijd by this event, as it placed the people in the 
vicinity on their guard, and prevented the capture of several 
persons for whom the Indians were lyinsr in wait. Many 
depredations were committed in the frontier towns before the 
close of the season, and the irdiabitants of tliose places most 
exposed, were kept in a state of continual alarm by the reports 
of Indian vindictiveness and cruelty, which were constantly 
saluting their earsi and which in some instances were corrobo- 
rated by the scenes they had witnessed. 

Early in the spring of this year, the government of Maasa- 
dmsetts had been engaged in discussing the feasibility of con- 
structing a road between a point on the right bank of Connecti- 
cut river, opposite Oharlestown, and a point on the right bank 
of Lake Ghamplain oppoaite Crown Pointy fi>r the pmpose of 
fificilitating military operations in that qnarter. As the result 

* A «Utealed aoooimt of this eyent and of otkocB liiziiUr is givea in Hoyf • 
bdlaii V«n» pp^ S84» 8B& 
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of tliese deliberations, the following vote was passed in the 
House of Kepreseutatives on the loth of March, and met with 
the approbation of the Goveraor and Council. " Whereas it is 
of great importance that a thorough knowledge be had of the 
distance and practicability of a commimication between 'Num- 
ber Four on Connecticut river and Crown Point ; and that the 
conree down Otter creek to Lake Champlain should be known 
— ^therefore voted, that big £zcellencj the Qovemor be, and ha 
10 hereby desired ae soon as may be, to appomt fourteen men 
npon tbifl eervice, eeven of them to go from said Kmnber Foqti 
the directeet course to Crown Point, to measure Hha distance^ 
and gain what knowledge they can of the country ; and the 
other seven to go from said Number Four, to Otter croek afor^ 
said, and down said creek to Lake Champlam, observuig the 
true course of said creek, its depth of water, what falls there are 
in it, and also the nature the soil on each side thereof, and what 
growth of woods is near it Each party of md men to keep 
a journal of their proceedings and observations, and lay the 
same, on their return, before this Court. They to observe all 
such directions as they may receive from liis Ji..\cLllency. One 
man in each y)arty to be a skillful surveyor, and the persona 
employed, sliuli iiave a reaouuiibie allowance made them by 
the Court for their services." 

A plan was also proj^osed during the summer for building a 
Btrong fort on the liigli lands, between the souj ces of Black 
river and Otter ci oi k. A military post at that i)lace was deemed 
important, as it would alibrd an opportuuity of hindering; iluj 
enemy in tlieir advances from Lake Chmn]ilain, facilitate ope- 
rations against them at Ticonderoga and Crown Point, and 
afford a coavemcnt station lor scouting parties irom Oouuecti- 
cut river. 

The route which had engaged the attention of the govern- 
ment of Massachusetts, had not escaped the notice of Lord 
Loudon, the commander-in-chief of the y.ng)ii^h forces, who also 
desired that it might be carefully surveyed and marked, and 
the result reported to him. Col. Israel WiUiams, npon this 
request, drew up a topographical sketch and description of the 
country, compikd from the journals and notations of oihcers 
who had traversed it at the head of scoutmg parties. This 
survey he communicated to his lordship. In order to carry out 
the provisbns of the General Court, Williams was farther 
directed to make a more accurate examination of the countiy 
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with the aeeistance preyioaslyToted, and to give such additional 
iofonaation as migiit seem to him necessary. Owing to the 
number and hoetilily of tiie Indians in that region, the attempt 
proved too hasaidons Ibr accomplishment Snrveya weie, hovr> 
6Ter, made as far as the height of land, but the conBtraction of 
the road, and the dedgn of bnilding a fort at a pcmt ao remote 
and 00 little known, was abandoned.* 

MassaehnBetts had leamed that her beat policy iraa to raiae 
the nanal forces at the c(»nmenoement of the year, iHthoot 
waiting the requests of defeneeleas towns and almost abandoned 
gairiaons, 6n^ was the conrae she pnrsned in the year 175^. 
Li additioii to the ganiaoQ troops, ^ one hnndred men were 
employed <m eastern frontier, and for^-fiye under a captain 
and lieutenant, on the west side of Oonnecticnt riyer, to range 
the woods north of Falltown." The latter company — known 
as Kaiigers — nnder the command of Ciipt. John Eurk,t were 
stationed at Ilinsdale-s fort, on the east bank of the Connecticut. 
During the month of March they made frequent niai'ches 
throngh the ncit^hljoring country for the purpose of discovering 
concealed Indians. Their course was sometimes along the 
main stream of West river, and a^min hv its «r»nth or west 
branches. Not unfre<pientiy they ascende^l to the top of West 
river mountain, tliere to watch for the smoke of tlie enci^iy's 
ca:;i]> tire=:. Orders were given to tlic CoTumissary General to 
provide these scouting parties with snow-shr>e8 and moccasins, 
the better to enable them to perform their toilsome labor. 

The most important incursion of the enemy on the weatem 
frontier during the year, was made at Charlestown in the spring, 
A body of French and Indians attacked the mills in that place, 
and captured Samson CJolefax, David Famsworth, and Thomas 
Adams. The alarm having been given by the firing, the 
inhabitants repaired to the mills, but finding the enemy too 
nnmerona for ihem, retreated withont yentoring a blow. The 

• Iloyt.'s Tndifln Wars, pp. 286, 287. Maas. Court Records. 

f Captoin Burk was pre^^ent at the siege of Fort William Henry in An^uat, 
I'tb'i, aud belonged to the Maasachoseits regimeati commanded by CoL Fryeu 
After <li« capitalatifm, » h« wis MUMd, Mid after ■ violent itruggle, wm ttripped 
eftiie whole of his d«tli«i,«iidefterw«rdteM«ped into the -wooda Btreyiog in 
Tftrions directions, he wba overtaken by darkness in tiae tturgiii ef a morass, and, 
UDf»».).» to direct hit* oonrsp. Iny down in the thiek gra«s« and pft»«pfl the night, 
covtieJ only by the uauip vapor of the ftwansp. The next lay ho renewed his 
Buucb, uxd fortWMftely enived safely at Fort Fidward. — lioyt s Indian Wars, p. 
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enemy then burned the mills and departed, takinp: with them, 
in addition to the other ]>ripfmpi's, Thomas Robbing and Asa 
Spftlibrd, whom tliey met returning from hunting. Farn^worth 
and KobbinB, after being in Canada some time, ri'tiii iieci ; tlie 
others died there. About the sanae period, a man was wounded 
near Bice's Fort, in Charlemont With these exceptions, the 
fixtntieTB lemained in o(Anparatiye quiet But t) le English were, 
nevertheless, snffering in another quarter, for the surrendrj^ of 
Fort William Henry to the French — ^that deadly and decisive 
bbw of the campaign — afforded them a melancholy subject of 
contemplation. For many yean, scarcely able to maintain 
what wae deemed justly their own, they, by this event, lost one 
of their most important posts, and the flower of their soldiery.* 
At the beginning of the year 1758, the British goyemment, 
in order to repair the disasters of the preceding campaign, 
determined to employ a formidable force against the French, 
both by sea and land. Hie pzovinees of Hassachnsetts, Cod- 
necticnt, and New Hampshire, roted levies to Ihe nnmber of 
fifteen thonsand men ; and this amy, increased by a fleet and 
a largo land force from England, aroused the spirits of the 
colonists, by the confidence which power and skill inspire, and 
awakened within their breasts the expectation of snccess. For 
the defence of her own frontiers, Mawachnsetts made the nsnal 
proTinon, while New Hampshire, changing the method npon 
which she had so long acted, Yoted men and supplies for the 
protection of the forts within her own boundaries, which had 
before been maintained by the magnanimity of the Bay Pro- 
vince. The incni-sions on the frontiers were not so frequent this 
year as on former oceasions, but commenced early in the season. 
At midnight, on the 0th of Alarch, a party of Indians attacked 
the house of Ca])t. Fairl)aiik Moore, situated on West i-iver, 
ill the township of Brattlel)orough. Having sunouuded the 
building, they buisi in tlie door, and killed and scalj)ed Capt, 
Muore and his son, Init not until one of their number had been 
slain, and several wounded. Mrs. Moore, the wife of the son, 
and the mother of four cliildren, the voimfrest of wlmm was 
but three or four weeks old, aroused by the m lis oi the savages, 
and scarcely knowing what she did, spraug Irom the bed, and 

• Accounts of the captore of Fort William Ueniy by the French, arc piven in 
Hntchinson's Hitt Maas. Bay, I 816; Williams'a Hist Vt, L 87<>-4ol ; Life of 
Patmua ia Homphrey'a Worica, pp. 2fflMI66; Oirrvt^s TteT«lB| pfk 181-18S; 
B<)yVk IndiMi Wan^ pp. SSS-M6; B«itkiMp'a Hist K H., iL m-900. 
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liasttljr drew on three pain of Capt M oore^e loiig etoddiigB, 
wHch m the event were the means of preserving her life. 
Snatching up Ibe habj, and the child next in age, she endear 
TOted to escape, she knew not whither, by taking a sled-path 
in which her husband had been drawing wood the day before. 
She had gone bnt a short distanoe, when the Indians orertook 
her and brought her back. They then searched for portable 
proTisionfl) and having fonnd a quantity of beans, mixed them 
with abont twenty ponnds of taflow, and boiled them in it 
Tins compound being cooled, wan put in sackg, and served them 
for food on the road. Mrg. Moore was then provided with 
gnow-ehoes, her babe was coniiulttcd to her own care, the house 
was burned, and the party set out on their long march, the 
children he lug led or carried by the Indians. They reached 
Fort Ticonderoga in safety, on the tenth day after their depart- 
ure, havuig croiibod the Green Mountains in the most inclement 
season of the year. Thence Mrs. Moore and lier children were 
taken to Montreal, whore they remaiued in captivity until the 
year 1762^ when they were aU redeemed, and returned to their 
friends* 

On the 2«iThof the same month, the eiicniy appeared at Col- 
rain, wounded John Morrison and John lleiiry, Inirued a barn, 
and killed several cattle. In the foUowmg September, Major 
Bellows discovered a party of Indians numbering about two 
hundred crossing Connecticut river above Brattleborough, and 
advancing towards Ashuebt. No ineuxeiona were made at this 
time in the immediate vicinity ; but soon after Asahel Btebbma 
was killed at Gharleetown, his wife and Isaac Parker, a soldier, 
taken captive, and a nnmber of cattle feeding in the adjacent 
woods, slaughtered. 

• H'>rt notieea this trfi?if»flction na having ooctHTe<l in fho month of September ; 
aii-'ther account says February. Hoyt locates Sir. Moore 8 residence in lliusdale; 
another accouut near Fort Dummer. Tlie relatiun gircD iu the text ib, however, 
btli«f «d to be Mireet The finm on wliieh iSr, Hoore lived, is DOW OMQpIed by 
Kevmea Allen, Esq. To an aeeoont of tfalt tnuiMetioo, which appeared in tiie 
columns of the Vermont Phcenix in the year IP 19. is appended the following 
note: "Mr. Moore and his son, alluded to abo%'e as having fallen victims to the 
Indians, are supposed to have been bnried near the side of their log-bouse which 
was borot On Monday laet, bonee bdieTed to have been Uieirs were found in 
Xr. JklWe bttn-jTMid, eerered with nboul one Ibot of eorfh and % board ofw, 
baft apparently with no coffin or hot. atoimd tiiem. One of fba ikiiBa oontained 
an ounce bullt^t, which wne undoubtedly the cnnse of death." 
Mrs. Moore w a- a <lOT?;hfer of Cupt. John Kathan of Putney 
Conralt Belkaap's iiuL U., il Wi. Hoyt's Indian Wars, p. 206. 
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In regard to the opcratione of the English on Lake Ghamplaiiiy 
great had been the anticipationB of anccesfi at the opening of 
tiiis campaign. The reBnl^ however, not f>nly full fiir short of 
what had been deemed as almo>t e certain, bat for a time bronght 
disgrace and ridicule on the soldiers and generals of the Crown. 
Abercrombie was defeated at Ticonder(^ by a force far his 
inferior, and it was onlj the opportune victories of Amherst at 
Lonisbnig, Bradstreet at Fort Frontenac, and Forbes at Fort da 
Qnesne on tihe Ohio, which availed to restore in lihe provinces 
that cmifidenoe, which, in tihe spring, had looked forward to the 
defeat of the French, as an event baidly admitting of a donbt 

On theur own frontiers, the governments of Massachnsetts and 
New Hampshire stiU retained in their employ the soontin^^ par- 
ties which had so long been the defence of those provinces. Al- 
though the ranging service brought not the honor acquired in a 
regular or provincial corps, yet it was in this Sttrfiee that Bobert 
Rogers, the most celebrated of raiigerfi, learned the details and 
minutiai of Indian warfare which enabled him to conduct the 
ex])cdition aguiost tlic village of St. Francis, in the following 
year, with the most triumphant success ; it was in this service 
tliat the mind of John Stark received its leesons of brave sol- 
diery and heroic during, and his arm gained that strength which, 
during the Eevolution, was so manfully exerted in defence of 
the liberties of his country on the Held of Bennington. 

Although it w'M f<»nti<lonr1y hoped, at the beginning of the 
year 1759, that the westei n irontiers would be relieved from the 
depredations of the Indians by the prowess of the Englisli, the 
theatre of wliuee exploits was to be in Canada and along the 
borders of Lake Champlain, still Massachusetts, oaxly in the 
year, voted supplies for the defence of her settlements. Her 
ranging parties, and those of New Ilampshire, were soon climb- 
ing the mountain, fording the stream, and threading the valley, 
in search, not of deer or wild fowl, but of the human denizens 
of the forest On the 2 let of March, the Indians appeared at 
Cblrain, and captured John McCoun and his wife, ^e latter 
was sacrificed t< > the cruelty of her captors on the second day s 
march. A party of militia, led by Major Hawiey of Nortlmn i])- 
ton, started in pnrsnit, but the enemy were soon at a safe dis- 
tance, and the troops proceeded no farther than Greenfield. 

An attempt was soon after made to .centralize tlie regiUar 
forces. A company of one hnndred regulars, that had been 
stationed at Chariestown during the preoedizig wittter, were re> 
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moved tlience to the armv assembled on the Iludson : but their 
places were, on tlie 4tli <'f ^faj, tilled by the siimQ nnTTiber of 
pro^nncials t<iken i'roia the rcgimeiit of Ool. Israel WiiIi&mS| in 
the county of llanipfiliire. 

The evacuation of Ticonderoga and Crown Point by the 
French, which relieved the western frontiers of Massachusetts 
and Kew Hampshire from the depredations of the Indians to 
which they had been for years oicposed, spread joy throughout the 
provinces ; and the destnicHon by Major Kogers, on the 5th of 
October, of the village of St Francis, situated at the head of 
the river of the same name, completed what had long been the 
ardent wish of the English, and to theaccom|)Hshmentof which 
their efforts bad been earnestly directed. To these victories^ 
' the Burrendry of Quebec and Niagara added, made Uub the 
most glorioua campaign ever oondncted by the English on the 
shores of America. 

After the destmction of the village of St Prancis,* BogGrsy 
to avoid his pursnera, determined to retnm to Grown Point by 
the way of Number Foor or Charlestown. Having reached 
Lake Mempbramagog, and provisions becoming scarce, be 
'divided bis detachment into small companies ; and having or- 
dered tbem all to assemble at the month of llie Upper Amch 
noosnck river, where he expected to find food, sent them on then* 
march. After a journey of several days, he and his party reach- 
ed the point of meeting which had been agreed on. " It is 
hardly possible," wrote he to Gen. Jeflfrey Amherst, " to de- 
scribe the grief and consternation of those of us who came to Co- 
ha^e Intervales. Upon our arrival there, after so mimy Jays' 
tedious march over steep rocky mountains, or through wet, dirty 
swamps, with the terrible attendants of fatigue and hnnger, we 
found that here was no relief for ng, where we had encouraged 
onnielves that we should Jind it, and have our distresBes allevi- 
ated. Notwithstanding, the officer I dispatched to the (-reneral, 
discharged his trust with great ex])editiou, and in nine days ar- 
rived at Crown Point, which was an hundred miles tbron<rh the 
woods ; and the General, witliont delay, sent Lieut. Stephens to 
NniTiber Four with orders to take })r(t visions up the river to the 
place I had appointed, and there wait as long as there was any 
hojK's nf my returning, yet, the officer that was sent being an 
indolent fellow, tamed at the place but two days when be re- 

* A& Moount of thia eveat may b« found m EoyVs Indian Wars, pp. 802-SOd. 
BABiirtBbk KKfU. tOS^SOBb VilUanurtm Yt,L 4t8-4lt. 



Digiiized by Google 



90 



mSTO&T OF £A8T£RN VERMONT. 



[1769. 



turnecl, taking all the provisions back with liiiu about two hoiirs 
b*ii"oro our arrival. Fiudiiig a fra^li Hrc burning in bis camp, I 
fired guns to bring liiui back, which guns he heard, but would 
not return, supposing wo were an enemy. 

" Our distress upon this occasion was ti'uly inexpressible. O u r 
spirite, greatly depressed by the hunger and fatigues we had 
already Butiered, now almost entirely sunk within us, seeing no 
resource left, nor any reasonable ground to hope that we should 
escape a most miserable deatli by famine. At length 1 came to a 
resolution to push as fast as possible towards Number Four, leav- 
ing the remains of my party, now unable to march further, to got 
sacli wretched subsistence as the barren wilderness could afford,* 
till I could get relief to them, which I engaged to do within ten 
days. I, with Capt Ogden, one Banger, and a captive Indian 
boy, embarked upon a raft we had made of dry pine trees. The 
current carried us down the stream in the middle of the river, 
where we endeavonred to keep onr wretched veaael, by such pad- 
dles aa we had made out of small trees, or spires split and hewed. 
Th& second day wo reached White Eiver Falls, and veiy nar- 
rowly escaped being carried over them by the current Oor 
little remains of strength, however, enabled ns to land, and to* 
march by them. At the bottom of these falls, while Capt. 
Ogden and the Ranger hnnted for red squirrels for a refresh- 
ment, who had tlie good fortune, likewise, to kill a partridge, I 
attempted the forming of a new raft for onr further conveyance. 
Being unable to cut down trees, I burnt them down, and then 
burnt them off at proper lengths. Ihis was our third day's 
work after leaving our companions. The next day we got our 
materials together, and completed our raft, and floated with the 
stream again till we came to Wattockquitcheyf Falls, which are 
about Hfty yards in length. Here ,we landed, and by a weathij: 
made of iitucl bushes, Capt. Ogden held tlie raft till I went to 
the bottom, prepared to swim and l »oard it when it came down, 
and, if possible, paddle it ashore, this being our only resource for 
life, as we were not able to make a third raft in case we had 
loBt this. I had the go* id fortune U* succeed, and the next mt>m- 
ingwc embarked, and floated down the stream to within a small 
distance of iS umber Jb'our, where we found some men cutting 

• Kbte by Major Rogers: "This was ground nuts and lily roots, nrhich, beiog 
dMaed and boiled, inll Mrre to preMrra lif(S^ and tlie we and mctbod of prepar> 
iqg vludi» I to liMt Gnot» the eonunuder of the T^uty,* 

t OttoQMohMi % Witb«b 
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timber, who gave us the first relief, and aflsisted us to the fort, 
whence I dispatched a canoe with proyisions, which reached 
the menatOohasse four days after, which, agreeable to mj en- 
gage ment, was the tenth day after I left them. 

^^Two days after mj arrival at Number Four, I went witili 
other canoes, loaded with provisions, the rirer myself, for 
the relief of others of my party, that might be coming on that 
way, havinghiredsome of theii^abitantB toassist me in this affair. 
I likewise sent expresses to Snncook and Pennacook,* npon Me^ 
rimack rirer, that any who should chance to straggle that way 
might be assisted; and provisionB were sent np said riyers 
aowrdingly/'t 

Hayingretnmed from his expedition np the riTcr, Major Rogers 
waited for his men at Number Fonr, and having collected a part 
of hia force, marched for Crown Point. On reaching that station, 

ou the Ist of Deceiuber, lie found that lie liad lost by exposure 
and 111 other ways since leavint^ tlie ruins of St. Francis, three 
lieutenants and forty-six per(?euiit« .'ind ])rivate8. 

General Amherst, the English c<nniujiuder, having informed 
Governor Pownal of Ma«isachu.setts, that Ins operations would 
effoctnally protect the front iei*s from further incursions of the 
enemy, Col. Israel Williams, by the governor't? orders, in the 
month of October, discharged the smaller garrisons along the 
Massachusett.s cordon, and on the Connecticut river. The 
troops at Charlestown having gone ^y''^h General Andierst, 
that post, not being deemed liable to an attack, was lef^ unde- 
fended. Forts Dummer and Massachusetts, and the post at 
West Hoosac, were the only stations on the north-west frontiers 
of the province where garrisons were retained4 

Although the strength of the French in Canada had been 
broken, yet the remainder of the season was too short t'^ effect 
the total subjugation of that province. In the summer of 1760, 
General Amherst, in order to Turing al»out this result at one 
blow, laid his plans for approaching Montreal by tliree differ- 
ent routes. The men under the command of Ck>L John Goffe, 
who had been raised in New Hampshire for the senrice of this 
year, having met at Charlestown, instead of being ordered to 
Crown Point by the way of Albany, were commanded to cat 

• Ko"w PcnibroTce and Concord. 

f Letter to General Jeifrey AthIkt^^ November fitli, 1759, in Joarnalfl of Mi^or 
Robert Rogers; London, 1765, pp. 14<i-16!i. 
% Hoyl^t Indka Van» p. 107. 
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a road across the present state of Yermont, thus opening a 
direct commnnicatioii by land between Connectieiit river and 
Lake Champlain. The road began at TVentworth's Feny, two 
miles above the Fort at Charlestown, and was laid oat twenty- 
six miles in the course of Black river, as far as the present 
town of LndloW) where commenced a path which had been 
made the year before by Lieut-Ool. Hawks.* In this they 
passed over the mountains to Otter creek, thence along the 
borders of that stream in a good road previously constructed, 
to Grown Point Their stores snd baggage were conveyed in 
wagons the first twenty-six miles of the route, and from the point 
where the wagon-road ended, on pack-horses, across the moun- 
tains to the place of destination. By the Bame course, a drove 
of cattle for the supply of theannv, were removed from (.'hai les- 
town to Crown Tuint, during the campaign, ^\'illle the Xew 
Ilaiiipshire regiment were engaged in cutting the mad, the trails 
of Indiana ^vere occa>iouallv si-en in the adjacent woods, hut n(> 
hobtililies) 1"< tll< nved. llie last iiicui'iiic ni c ti tlie Indians on the iVou- 
tiers of New England during the war was at Oharlestowu, whence 
the family of Joseph Willard were taken and carried toAIoutreai, 
a short time previous to it^ investment hy the English. 

Aflairs in the colonies hegun now to wear a more checrfid 
asjK'ct. Tlie Marquis de Vandrenil, Governor of ( anadii, 
finding it impossible to resist tlie comhined forces of Generals 
Amherst and Murray, and of Col. Haviland, ottered to capitu- 
late, and the whole province of Canada, on the 8th of Septem- 
ber, became the possessions of Great Britain. Thus ended the 
war in America, aud for the first time since the year 1G$9, 
when " King William's war," as it was called, began, was there 
a prospect that peace would be long in its duration and pro- 
tective in its character. Those who had deserted their settle- 
ments at the breaking out of the war, now returned to them, 
and fields which had for a long time lain uncultivated, began 
once more to wave with luxuriant harvest^f 

The fort on the Great Meadow, which had been rebuilt 
in the year lt55, and which had been occnpied as such, »noe 

• In the Memoir of General Stark," Concord, 1881, p. IRO, it is said, that in 
the spring of the yf-ar ITTjO, Ciipt. John Stark "was oiuplnycd with two hundred 
Ranger* in cutting a road from Ticonderoga to Charlestown, K. 11." It is pro 
bftble that Uawks and iStark were emplojed on different portiong of the same 
general route. 

f Bdkiuip*sBaitF.a,ILS0^80y. 
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that period, was now tnrned into a dwelling, as were other 
posts in the vicinity, simihirly consti iicted ; but the defences 
being allowed to reruain, tliet>e buildiiig?^ were ea^sily convertiMe 
to their original u-l. Nor were precautions of this nature 
entirely useless. Akliough tlie enemy did not asrain appear 
in any conBidcrable force, yet durinf^rlie two or three following 
years the settlers were occasionally alarmed by reports of their 
proximity, and found protection from danger, sometimes, it ia 
true, more imaginary than real, in their old fortifications. 

Governor Wentworth, who, on the 3d of Januarj', 1749, had 
chartered the township of BenniugtOQ, and from that time until 
the 6th of April, 1754, had made grants of foorteen otker townr 
flhtpB within the preseiit limits of Yenuont, now commenced a 
eoone siniilar but more oxtenfiive, by granting the township 
of Fownal, on the Stb of January, 1760. Before the doBe of 
the year 1764, so actively had he been engaged in prosecuting 
his designs, that he had named and sold one hundred and eight- 
een towiiships, and bad given fourteen thousand acres of land 
to lednoed officers. This territory included the richest and 
most valuable portions of the land over which New Hamp- 
ahire claimed jurisdiction, and left but little of it ungranted. 
The goyenuK^s offidal fees» and a reservation in evety town.- 
sliip of a certain portion of land for his own use and benefit^ 
made bim one of the richest men ia bis own province^ and put 
bim in poesession of an abundance of good land, for which be 
rendered no compensatbn. 

F(ar the purpose of resusdtatmg tbe settlemeDt afc Westmin- 
ster which bad been abandoned, Ool. Josiab Willard Jr., f<nw 
merly of Fort Dnmmcr, obtained a renewal of the charter <^ 
that town, on the 11th of June, 1760, and notified to tihe pro- 
prieturs'^ a meeting. In accordance with this notice, " a legal 
meeting of the proprietors of the towuiship of Westminster, in 
the province of iS^ew llampsliire," was held on tlie ith of 
Februaiy, IT'U, "at the hou.se of Mr. John Averill, in said 
WecLUiiiidUir,'' at which I»oiijamin Tielh'W.s, of Walpule, presided 
as moderator. Means were taken t** ajiportion the land satis- 
fact«)rily, and preparati"us were made for permanent settle- 
ments on the broad and fertile plains wliicli now constitute so 
much of the beauty of that village. At a subsequent meeting 
beld May 6th, several valuable lots of laud were voted to Col. 



* See A^^dix F. 
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"Willarcl, in adtlititni to iho^e he then held, provided he fehould 
biiild a Haw mill and a ^p ist mill within the limits of the town. 
At the bam 0 time a tax was laid on the proprietors, in ordL-r to 
raise a fund from which to reward hijn for the varioii- Bcrviced 
he had rendered them. 1 h<\.-L etiorts to multiplj mducements 
to settlers from the older provinces were not without sucee^s, 
and before the close of the year 1766, more than hftv families 
were located in Westminster.* According to the census of 
1771, taken hy the order of Governor Duumoro of New York, 
this town WJ18 the most popnlous in that pai't of the province, 
the whole number of actual residents being four hundred and 
seventy-eight Tlie charter of Westminster was confirmed by 
the government of New York, on the 16th of March, 1772. 

The charter of the township of Putney had been given by 
Benning Wentworth, governor of New Hampshire, to Col. 
Josiah Willard and others, and bore date December 26th, ITdd. 
SettlementB had been made on the Meadows" in Putney, as 
early as the year 1744, and although they had been broken np 
by Uie Cape Breton war, yet they had been renewed about the 
thne of the granting of the charter. The return of peace 
again gave an impidse to this ahnoat abandoned settlement. 
Fleasanily diyenified with the meadow-land and the hiU- 
coontzy ; with woods whose recesses were rendered duk at mid- 
day by the towering pine, and the leas tall but more expanded 
oak, bnttemnty and elm ; with streams whose devious conraes 
afforded a secluded home for the timid trout, or whose waterfalls 
promised encouragement to enterprise— Putney attracted the 
attention of the adventurer winding his way along the Con- 
necticut, and gave him an abode among her woodland retreats. 

• MS. WestiiunsUT Records under Mnssachusett*. 

Tlie coodiiious on which tlie settlers agreed to release to CoL Willard cert«in 
Itadi in tike townehip of W«rtaiiiiiter, are itetod ia the followiog lauguage in the 
MS. volume above named:— **Ftovided he dudl Build a Good Saw Mill end 
Grist Mill in Tovrn, and saw and grind at the UBtial Price of sawing at the 
Xeiglibouring Mill, and Grind Lilcpwise at the same Toll Taken nt the Neighbour- 
ing Alilli^ The baw IISU to be built by the first Day of October next, und the 
Gfirt mil ia two yeenif tiie Town thoiiIdMiefhe Mme, ind pie to] keep the 
Hdd Uilb in Bepeir ten yeen or Longer or Ddiver up e* atreem tor the tue of 
the Ptoprietors after y* ten yeuv, if he Refuses to Continue to keep Mills in 
Bepair. And it la to ho undergtood fhnt if the °f rfain that is in land be not 
sufficient for ConstAiit Wator for a Mill, then tiie said Town is to Provide n stream 
for Mill to be built upon, and Laud fur the Conveuiency of building a*' Grist 
lim 01^ or the nid WiUeid to he Empted Ihim bmlding Qfilt 

See ebo Lend Fepers in OfiSoe Sec; Stete^ ST. T., toL u, nndw dete Oetob« 
lett 1765; toL ad., under date Jane SSIh^ 176S. 
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Early in the aiitiimr! nf 1762, Lieut. Joslnia Hide purchaped 
in Putney a tract of land lyin<> in t!io east part of the town on 
the river, comprising twenty-eight hundretl acres, and in Decem- 
ber following removed his family, and settled them in a house 
situated about ££tj rods south of the spot where Westmoreland 
bridge has since been erected. At this time, with the exeeptioxi 
of the families on the meadow, there were wily two other 
fiimilies in the place — those of John Ferry, and Philip Alexander, 
who lived not far from the river. There was no saw nor grist 
mill in town, and tlie grain for tiieir daily bread was for several 
years carried for grinding either to Nortlifield, Massachnsetta, 
or to Cihesteifield or Westmoreland, New Hampshire, in 1764 , 
Joshua Parker purchased land in Putney, and soon after drove 
Uie first cart which had ever appeared in town, through the 
main street to the north end of it, where he had fixed his 
residence. Although he removed his family from Oanterbury, 
Connecticut, in October, yet he located them for the winter 
in Westmordand for the convenience of mills, and did not setde 
permanently in Patney until March, 1765. A saw mill and a 
grist mill were soon after put in operation, and the settlers 
were thus relieved from several of their greatest embarrass- 
ments. Meantime, Henry Walton, James Cummings, and 
Moses Johnson had erected dwellings on the street, and Ben- 
jamin Hutcl.ins and Samuel Skinner in the eastern part of the 
town. Before tlie middle of the year 17G5, tlie number of 
families had increased to fifteen. 

Few though they were in numbers, yet they forgot not the 
worship of God ; and meetings for this pnr]K)sc, hold for several 
years at the house of Joshua Parker, hv whoiu they were con- 
ducted, or in the barn of James Cunnniiii:-, nnd afterwards, 
when the settlers had become more numerous, in more conve- 
nient places, served to cherish in their breasts the spirit which 
they had brou-ht froin fhc'w native provinces — a spirit derived 
from the Puritan, but pruned of the severity, dissimulation, 
bigotry, and intolerance, which were too often manifest among 
those who bore that venerated name. In 1768 Noah Sabin of 
Rehoboth, Massachusetts^ afterwards distinguished in the annals 
of Cumberland xiounty, removed to Putnej. The town was chap- 
tered by New York on the 14th of November, 1766, and on the 
8th of May, 1770,it was organized, and town officers were chosen.* 

• Tm. two VB. * HWtftrioal SwnwaC ptisdwd st Putaiy, by tha Bw; K IX 
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Tlic townsliij) of Halifax, tlio fiecond iu the state granted by 
Kow llainpsliire, was cliartered on the lltli of May, 175M. At 
the iiistmice of Oliver Paitridge, one of llio principal giauicies, 
it was divided into sixty-four equal shares, and the lot of each 
owner wfis marked at the comers with ^Masting buniuiariefe." 
In the ceTitre ot tJic town was a large space of a hexagon bhape 
taken from the snrrounding lots for public uses. Settlenieuts 
were commenced iu 1751, but those who undert«K>k tliem were 
not able to prosecute their plans on account of the hostility of 
the Indians. After the reduction of Canada, the proprietors of 
more than forty lota renewed their exertioiiB with good pro- 
Andre we, on a Fa«trDaj, in the year 1825, which hare afforded the materiaU for 
the paragraphs in the text relettve to that iewn, tiie following additionel pe^ 
lienlan are eztneled:— " In the yeer lt68 there were on fhe eireel) bevdea ttie 
fiuniliea before named, William Wymao's, settled near the honee now occnpied by 
Captain Ash; Chnrles Kathan's, near Dr. CuMij>b<?n*9 place; and Amm lluile'a. 
West of the street llu're were but thvf^n famili<-' viat. John Butler's, where i'eter 
Blood now livM; Michael Law's, whore Aurua iionghton now lives; and Deooia 
LMUiii*8» OS the frnn oow owned by the lion. P. White^ Ibrljor iftyroda in Hm 
field tooth of hie fum-hoote. East of the mouth of Saekett'a Biodk there we— 
four families, viz. Jonaa Moore's, where Abel Hubbard now lives ; Leonard %>anL 
dinfr'ft, near B. R»n'noM(*'s ; Fairbank Moore>, on Timothy Un<l<"rw(>(i.V« furrn ; and 
Samuel Alleni, on the f^rm of Jonas Keyes Jr. At that time there was uo road 
from the Great Meadow to the street, except on the bank of the river as far aa 
Kathen'a tutj, end dienee np to the atreet The Tefl^ Htmn^k the middle «f 
the town was then cliiofly a wilderneeSi 

"In 1768 the Hon. Noah SuMn built the first framed liousc, on the ground 
nearly oppositr* Deacon Taft'a ; and the huildincr is now a part of the sfon^ of 
Leavitt and Crawford. The same year Amoa liaile bnilt a framed house, oj>|>o- 
dte the honae now oeonpied by the Hoa Theophilva Omwtord. JMoee Ova> 
nviffi bnilt the honae when Abel Hnynea liTeik and Chatlea Kithan alio bnitiea 
the spot where Mrs. McLellan lives, naar Dr. Campbell's. Not long alter, Mosea 
Johnson built the first twq story hon»e on the strcot — the house now oc- tipiod 
by Klijuh lUftke, thirty rods nortii of the mpctin^-house. The fir(*t p«w-ruill was 
boilt on the site of the paper-uiill in 1766 or UUti. The first grist-mill was bjuilt 
by Daaeon Hinott» where llinottfa milla now atand, in the year The eeoond 
griaUmill waa Indit bj Jonatiian Hongfaton about the year It waa aitaated 

fifteen rods east of the paper-mill, on the site where Kewell Moore's blacksmith 
^op now stands. The ff"^ r-lfifliirf •-vfirka woro b'lilt in the* or\:f yart of the 
town by Capt. Koswell I'urker in the year llUb. liie first biaeksuuth, who 
woiii:ed in town, was Capt Daniel Jewett. lie commenced about the year 17 7& 
The firrt atore waa opened about the year mo, by Peter Wilaon, n ttttte weat ef 
the honae of the Hon. John Noyee, and here waa the first taveni. Hie aee on J 
Btore vrm opened by Charles Chandler, twelve rods south t>f the intialhig hwW(, 
about tlip y^nr 17^^^ The first meeting-houBe was built in !778 " 

Many changes Lave taken place since the Rev. Mr. Andrews collected these 
nfainte detaila of the early settlement ofPntney, but it was supposed they might 
■tin p o MiBi aoBie intw^ to thoae enriona In preie r nng thegrahiaef loealUatoty, 
nd tor that Niaon they have bean hiM inierted. 
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ficiency," and although tlu' township consists nimost enth-ely of 
" mountainous lands," and was then very li cavity loaded vnth 
timber,^' yet the proprietors were eanguiue tliat their settlement 
would at some fdtnre period prove beneficial to the pablic." 

The township of MarlbofOQgl^ after baying been chartered by 
New Hampshire by that name, on the 29th of April, 1751, and 
ai^^ain on ^e 21st of September, 1761, was chartered as ^ew 
Marlboron^ OH liie 17th of April, 176i. The prefix being dis- 
liked^ vrsm dropped by die consent of most of the Snhabitants, the 
origmal name only being retained. The fint two charters were 
granted to Timotl^ Dwig^ of Korthamptoii and his aseodatoe, 
the thifd to Oharlea Ph^pa and hia awoclateai Phelpe^ as the 
principal gnntee^ waa directed to call tewn^meetingp in accord- 
aaoe wxdi the eoDdilioiia of the third diarter. Under the £nt 
charter the ontnde lines of the town were run and the eoniers 
get in 1762, but owing to Ihe Etench war the grantees were 
tmable to comply with the requisitiona cf their chartery and for 
tiiiB raaon it waa fosftited. On the miewal of the charter 
means were taken to effect a setdement, and in May, 1702, the 
town was laid out by Joseph Allen Jr., snrveyor, and Eliphaz 
Clap, Oliver Brigham, Joel Btroxig, and XinioUij Tarsons, 
cliaimnen.* 

The first actual settler was Abel Stockw cll, who, in the spring 
of the yeiir 1766, removed witli his family from West Spring- 
field, Maa«achusetts. Entering by the road passing tlirough 
Brattleborough, he e«tablifched himself in the eastern part of 
the to'^Ti, on the farm since occui)ied by Luther Ames. Tlie 
first tavern in town -was opened and kept by StockwelLf 
Francis Whitniore v. ith liis family from Middletown, Connect!- 
cut, commenced tiie second settlement. He came in by the 
wav of Colrain and Halifax, and chose for his locatir^ the farm 
which was afterwards occupied by his grandson, Levi Barret. 
Althongh his entrance succeeded that of Stockwell but a few 
weeks, yet the two lived nearly a year within a few miles of 

• FHilinM ft«B QOMi fInMdit mA olhcuv M o f m A m IMIh 17H. 
(Moto 9ft, 1*766, and Ao^ort 0lk» Itse; ilw iMm OmAm PlMlpi aad hit iaio. 
liatii, dated October ISth, 1701^ and Ootob«r, 1766, in Land Pnpers, in office 
See. State, N. Y., v«k. xffil, Mf^ zzL BMOpda la Town GUvk'a ofiMi, tfatl- 

boroogh. 

f Hie fint birth in Marlboroi^ was Uiat of Auoa Stookwell, mo of AM 
O twfc w cil Jr. ioa PilkMe Ua ink, lAuA took pboa Jtihf tttH Iftl. AM 
Stoikvdl lir. wiilU am of AM aioafcwd], tiM anlaa^ 

7 
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one another without becoming acquainted, each supposing that 
his own family waa the 00I7 one in the town. On acconnt of 
their distance from oifaer eettkments, the familiea anffered 
Beverelj from the want of the neoeflsitieB and conveniences of 
living. Capt Whitmore vna accustomed to bring all his 
grain on his back, tfa»mgli tiie woods, from Deerfield and Col- 
rain, a distance of from tw&atj to thirty milea. Witii difficulty 
a cow was kept through the &nt winter, apon browse and wild 
grass gathered in the preceding snmmer. Daring anodier 
winter, Oapt Whitmore supported his oxm with the hay he 
had previously cut from a beaver meadow.* To this spot he 
drove his oxen at the oommencenient of the odd weather, built 
for himself a camp, and there remained perfonning the duties 
of an oiherd until the followiDg spring. The winter of the 
year 1765 was a lonely one to Mrs. Whitmoie. Her husband 
pursuing hia cattiug as a tinker, was absent in the older settle> 
ments, earning something for the support of his family. I>aring 
the short unpleasant days, and the long, cheerless nights of that 
dreary season, she saw no human being but her little daughter. 
Once, it is true, a party of hunters visited lier dwelling in their 
wanderings, but the shortness of their stay only added to lier 
loneliness. In this situation she displayed tliat force of imiid, 
and power of contrivance, which in a more pubhc situation 
would have earned for her the name of a lieroine. Her hands 
were not employed in performing simply the lighter duties of 
the household. In order to supply her iire with fuel she ieiled 
the trees of the forest, and on the twigs which the branches 
afibrdcd she supported her little stock of cattle. She ]>rocured 
water for tlicin, and herself, and dano^hter, by melting snow, it 
being easier to pursue this method than to seek for tlic pjiriTigs 
throiifrh the deej) snow. In this manner she spent the winter, 
and although her sufferings were occasionally severe, yet con- 
stant employment left her but little time for unavaUkg com- 
phuat8.t 

• Tins mendow is no\r covorod with n mill-pond. It is sitTrnto^l nlwut lutlf ft 
mile north of the me«tiDg-hous«, on the we^i side of the New Fane road. 

f *'MnL WldtinoMWMexMediiiglyiuefUtothatiriy mCCI^ 
ttnd midwife. flhepewewaJm tnHWtiiinoBly tlrottg t omldMk iik, and freqiianyy 
trmTelled through tih© woods upon f^now-shoes, from one part of the town to 
flnotlirr. hofh by dny and night, to rdiev** th<^ piok nnd nfflicted. On one occnmion 
in Uie night, she wont on ahow-«hoea through the woods, keeping the path by 
the aasistance of blazed trees, from her own honse to that of CoL William 
^raiiiiiiik iltQ^led at Hw iniUi kDow> tttba Undenrood wSSkt • dJifanM of not 
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la 1764, the jear following tiie arrival of Stockwell and 
"Wlutmorey Oharleg FhelpiB, a lawyer from Hadley, Mamaehnr 
setts, removed with his family to Marlborougli. He and his 
sons Solomon and Timothy, dioagh men of eccentric mental 
conformation, bore a prominent part in the history of the 
conntiy, and fheir names will be frequently met wi^ on these 
pages. A be^nning having been made, the population of the 
town increased gradnally, imd before the close of the year 
1766, the number of settlers amounted to twenty-seven.* 

Tlie town of Wilmington was chartered by New Hampshire, 
hy that name, on the 29th of April, 1751, to Phhiehas Lyman 
and fifty-seven others. As the conditions of the grant were 
not fulfilled ])y tlie grantees, the charter, by its own provisions, 
became void. When the town received its second charter from 
Kew Hampshire, on the ITtli of June, 1763, its name was 
chani^ed to Dra})er, and its pmpnetors were His Excellency 
Francis Barnard and sixty -six others. Tlie name Draper ])eing 
disliked, the old name of Wihnington was subsequently revived 
by the common consent of the inliabitantB, and has been re- 
tained to this day. Before the close of the year 1765, seven 
families had iK conie inhabitants of the township, aiul others not 
yet residents had cleared and improved manv acres of land. 
Although tho^e inceptive measures trave promise of enterprise 
and activity, there were but &eventy-oue inhabitants in the 
town, in the year 1771. 

By the name of Fane, the township now known as Newfane, 
was granted by Kew Hampahire on the 19th of June, 1753, to 
Abner Sawyer and sixty -seven others, his associates, many of 
whom were inhabitants of Bhrcwsbniy, Massachaaetts. At- 
temptB were made in the following year to comply with the 
terms of the charter, by clearing a certain amount of land and 
aDotting it in severalty, but the state of the times forbade a sue- 
eeisfol prosecntioa of the work, and the charter was forfeited* 
A new charter was issued by Kew Hampshire, on the 3d of 

less then six miles. Capt. Whitmore died May 81st, 1700, aged about seyeniy 
J care. Mrs. Whitmore waa afterwarda married to Isaac Pratt, aa early settler, 
Ihn ghf fw b ary, MaiJiuiaHiL SIm died «ftir • Ungeriog tkkmm, Ifay 24th, 
1814, at adTiDMd ag* of ol gh^^ ym yean. During her Kfi iba oflbiatod 
m midwife at more than two thousand births, and never lost a patient" MB> 
Fi-tory of Ukb Tovn of Jla>lboirMgh» iff tka Bax, KphfaimH. Kewton, written in 

1624. 

* Thompaon'a Yt Gazetteer, p. 174. Thompeoa'a YL, Part UL, pp. 110, 111. 
Appendix to Dcodn^a CMalogue, IM. 
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Kovember} 1761, to Beojamin Fi&gg and Bixty-four other gran- 
teesy and its prawnt name was given to the town.* In May, 
1766, a BBtflemeDt wm commenced bj Deaccoi Jonathan Park, 
Nathaniel and Ebenoeer Df er, -who emigrated fioni 

Woreester odnnt^, MaflBadmsetta. ^or Beveeal yean, they anf- 
ferod all the haidahips and piiTatiaoa inddentto the flettLunent 
of a new oovntry. Without roads, honea, or oa^en, they were 
under the neceadly of conTeying, by their own atreugtli, all their 
proTiBiODa from Hinsdale, a distance o£ twenty miles, through a 
pathless wilderness.'' Lucy, a daughter of Deacon Pai^ whose 
biiiih toc^ f^aoe on the 15th of August, 1769, was the fimfcohiU 
bom in the town. 

That the township which now bears the name of Tlocking- 
liani wad £i*bt granted MafidacliubclU, ib nut u i'act establi^* 

* Ob tlM lOChof July, ITSSt JQmmer Uom, Bp}anam Doo]tttle» lob CoA* 

ing, a committee of the propi^iiton of the township of New Fane, sent from 
Phrew!«l>nry, MnR?achu»ett8, a memorial to TJmt -Governor fiulwallader Colden, 
of 2«ew York, containing an account of the situation of the township of New Foae. 
Referring to lia Meomi charter iaraed by New Hampabire^ they said : " Your 
patiliintfffa hsva^ agreeaUa to tfaa deraaads of aaid Oiaiter, miido all poaAlo 
afforts in order affaotaally to settle said Lands so granted, and have already ex* 
pended Sii: Dollart tlpon Each Right or Share, in niakiricr Pnlilick Ro.kT'', nnd fn 
other Pubiick Services, and clenred upon the several Lot.i in paid l\>wDshi]) inore 
than fifteoi hundred acres of Land (aa we judge), and were vigoroiuly prosecut- 
ing thi Mta— iBt «f aaid Townahip^ Whm Your Honor Iianod APMaaittioB, 
Ltying Glaim to all tbo Land Wast <^ Goiinaetieiit1UT«r(lli«iidM(taradoot1>y 
the Governor qf New Ilampehire) as belonging to the Qoremment of ITow York.** 
They also stated tliftt the dnnlits which had arisen in th«'ir mind? in ret^nrd to the 
validity of the JSew ilampslxire charter, had retarded the seUlernent of tiie town- 
ship. In order to remove all obstacles, they asked for a confirmation grant ; nud 
tint tiiey night not ba compoDod to pay inoro fbaa tho vtoal Kms, tiioy prayed 
that tiie oODfirmation ndght be mado before the stamp act should become obliga- 
tory. For a long time, no notice appears to have been taken of this petition, and 
when, fin ally, the attention of the Governor w^aa directed to the subject, instead 
of oonfirming the 1^'ew Hampshire charter, he, on the 11th of May, 1772, made a 
gmt of tha township to " Walter fhuiUm and twastyolhorponona^piinoipaUy 
tesidinginlhoeityorNavYork." Onthoday fonowiagtliisttanMetion.IVBBk- 
lin and his aasodates conveyed liuir light to Luke Knowlton and John Tayl<« 
of Worc. atcr crmnty, MasaachuBctta. The titles to all the land in Newfjine arc by 
consequence (!t?rivfMl from the New York eharter In the eonvcTancr'? which 
were made to isLnowiion, allowance was, witixout doubt, made for the lauds which 
lie then owMd in the townibipk That Ms title toftpertianef tholandiwito- 
dated that derived from Pknnkiin, appe— by a manorial pteeentad to Ooveww 
Moore of Hew York, dated Jan. 88th, 1767, in which it is sUted, that at thai 
time TCew F^ne was partially oeftled and improved, and that Knowltxm held 
land there of which he had got ju'^^-esaion, by deed. — New York Coloninl 
Land Papers, May 2d, 1766, voL xrui. ; Jul^r ioLb, 1765, voi xlx.; January i^ih, 
ltSt» iraL ladl ; Thenipaon'a Y ennon^ Fnt UL, 1S& 
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ed beyond dispnto. Tliere is, however, a Ftrong presumption 
that at tho time when Weptininster was trranted, by the name 
of "Number One," Kockiii^^luini received similar privileges 
trom Massachnsetta, under the name of "Number Two." Pre- 
vious to the year 1750, the township was known as Goldens- 
town. A. charter having been obtained from New Hampshire 
on. the 28th of December, 1752, a settlement was commenced 
in the following year by Moses Wright, Joel Blgelow, and Si- 
meon Knight, who emigrated from Massachnsetta. like otlier 
towns, similarly situated, it was deserted during the war whidl 
soon after followed, and on the restoration of peace was organs 
fied about the year 1700. <^ The attention of the first settlers 
was principally directed to fisluog for salmon and shad, which 
were then taken in gxeat abnndance at BellowB falls. For this 
reason, agncoltnie wiS| for many years, mncfa neglected, and 
the aet fl cpient adYaneed vefy slowly.^ Notwitfasfiinding these 
drawhacks, Mchael Lovell and Benjamin BeUowa Jr., two oi 
the principal proprieton, declared, in the year 1796, that there 
were at that time twenly-fiTe ftndliea settled in the town, and 
fbrther, that they bad made sufficient improrements to fblfil die 
conditions of their charter. 

Townahend, although chartered by Kew Hampshire on tlie 
20th of June, 1753, was fbr many years nnTisited and nninha- 
bited. In the year 17 61, the first settlement was comm^ced by 
Joaex>h Tyler of Upton, MtiShachu.setts. He was soon joined 
by John ilazLlLiiic, and others lirom the same town; but of the 
progi*es8 which they made in reducmg the wildcniess and in 
advancinfj the ^]:rowth of the new settlement during the six 
years succeeding the close of the war, there are no means of 
judging. 

The old to\vTi3hip of Hinsdale,* which included lau(i& on both 
sidea of the C'onnecticut, was fjrantod by Msussachnsetts at a 
▼erv early period. Hvvn after the river had been declared the 
boiHidary lino between the provinces of New Hampshire and 
New York, and the township had in this iniuiin r l>een divided, 
the ditierent parts, although under distinct organiziii ions, still 
retained their original name, and were thoa known until the 2l6t 

• It dariTed its aame from the Kev. Eheneier Hinsdell or ilins^^ale, ^ho was 
probably one of the origioal proprietors TUU escceUeot diao, of whom aa accouat 
hm alrMdy boea giTeii, Mrred far mauy yem ai diii|iliia to tlM noighboring 
^g mk bm, nd bJhb•oaMlJ«dglnellt•Bd•lodl«ot•olUM^ trials 
faaoMM ovw ill «ilh lAoB b« WW bff«iigbt in eooteel 
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of October, 1803, when the name of Hius*iale, in Vermont, 
was chaTij^red to that of Vernon. The date of the first grant is 
not accurately known. In a petition, still extant, from Samuel 
Tlunt, Ly his attorney Oliver Willanl. which was presented to 
the provincial government of New York on the 3d of Norem- 
ber, 1766, it is stated, that the tract of land comprised in this 
township, was purchased of the nutivo Lidians and granted 
by the province of the Massachusetts Bay, near one hundred 
yean ago, and soon afterwards cultiyated and settled ; and that 
it was afterwards found to be in the pzOTince of Hew Hamp- 
shire, and was then confirmed to the proprietors by power dated 
the 8d of September, 1753." Tl le power " referred to, was the 
charter issued by Governor Benning Wentworth, by which the 
township of Hinsdale^ including land on both sides of the Con- 
neeticaty waa regranted to £beneier Alexander and ninety-foiir 
tythen. An alteration was made in tliis charter or a new one 
was iflsned on the 26th of September, 1759, by which the grant 
was divided into two towns. The west bank of the liyar 
formed the line of separation, and each town was known as 
Hinsdale. Portions of the town since known as Vernon were 
snbseqnentiy chartered by Kew York, nnder the names of Hins- 
dale and Fall Town Gore. 

In a ^ Narrative of the Controversy between New Toik 
and New Hampshire, by Ethan Allen, rrference is made to 
the early history of Hinsdale in these words: ''This township 
had first been granted by the government of the Massachusetts 
Buy, and upon the settlement of the boundary line between 
the Massachusetts Bay and Kew llanipshirc in 1739, it fell 
within the latter, and by that government was granted and 
fully ratified to the iiiliubitants and proprietors, who, in mhii 
tion to their title, had also the Indian right." The earliebi 
inhabitants were emigrants from Northfield and Northampton, 
MassachusettiS. They encountered with spirit and reBclutiuii 
the dangers to which tliey were exjjosed from tlieir enemies, 
the Indians, and some ot the incidents in which they were 
participanis have already been recorded. Previous to the 
King's decision of the boundary line between New York 
and New Hampshire, which decision was made on tlio 20th 
of July, 1764, the Rev. Bunker Gay was settled at Hins- 
dale, in tlie " work of the gospel ministry.'' As " an encou- 
ragement" to him in his labors, "the inhabitants of HiufidalGy 
then living on both sides of Connecticat riyer, voted'' to give 
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bim three hundred and fifty acres of land. Whether the zeal 

of his pariahioners became cool as their worldly prospects bright- 
ened, or whether they deemed it wrong for a servant of heaven 
to be a landholder on earth, does not appear. The land, how- 
ever, was not allotted , and -when there appeared no prospect of 
a better state of all'airs, Bunker Gay prayed the government of 
Xew York for the gii't of a thousand acres in the west part of 
the town, in lien of the okl promise, on which lie had ceased to 
rely, l^o records have yet shown the fate of his petition. 
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FIEST SETTLKMENT8. 

BrattJeborongh — Fulham or DammerstoQ — The EquiTalent Lands"— Frauds— 
Joba KalbM--Cai«4«i^iiaiiNd--Peeidi^ of ito OigwiisatioiH-Onftoii— 
Hartford— gfanrfali PlymoTrth— Bwding— Windaor — Pcanfrct — HartlaadU^ 

Woodstock — Thetlbid— fiharon — Springfield — Weatfaerafield — ^Fairle« — Gaild« 
haU— Cavenduh— AjadoTac^Bradford— ^ioiianl^ — CoL Jaeob 

Baylej — Immigration. 

Tin: first civilized settlement within the boundaries of Yer- 
iii'Hit was made at Fort Dummer, in the BOiith-eastem corner 
ot tlie township snh^^oqnentlj known as Brattlel)oroii<i:]i, in the 
year 1724. Hie charter of Brattleboronrrh was issued by New 
Hamsphire on the 2Gth of December, 1753, but several years 
elapsed before any attempts were made to colonize those portions 
of the town which are now comprised within the limits of the 
east and west yillages. One of the principal proprietors 
was OoL William Brattle of Boston, and to him tlie town 
owes its name. Josiah Willard, Nathan Willard, Dayid Sar- 
geant, David Sargeant Jr., John Sargeant, Thomas Sargeant, 
John Alexander, Fairbank Moore and son, Samuel Wells, and 
John AnoB, were among the first settlers, and were all froni 
Massachusetts, with tlie exception of John and Thomas Saiv 
geanty and John Alexander, who were bom at Fort Dummer. 
John Sargeant is believed to have been the first white person 
bom in Ihe state. His &ther and his broker Dayid were 
ambnshed by the Indians, and the former was killed and 
scalped. The latter was carried' into captivity, and adopted 
tihe Indian habits and manners, bnt subsequently abandoned his 
sayage pursuits and companions, and retnmed to his friends. 
Qoyemor Wentworth manifested much interest in the earij set- 
tlement of this town and of Rockingham, and in both of them, 
according to his own statement, he was at " considerable ex- 
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pense in erectiiie: mill^." Brattleborotigh wae at an early period 
a floiirisliiii«^' settle nieut, and prosperity hsB at ail times Aubs^ 
qneiit cliaracteriiied ita coiidition. 

Tlic townsliip of Dummerston includes within its liiniw a por- 
tion of the territoiy which was formerly known, and has been 
previonslj spoken o^ as the Equivalent Lgada*" After these 
lands had pawod from the hands of the govenuneiit of Goiineo- 
ticnt, in the year 1716, they were held by gentlemen from 
Conneetkmt, Mwonchnsetts, and London. Application havii^ 
been made hj five of tb6 proprietors to Samuel Partridge 
of BMfield, Massachusetts, one of His Majeety^s joatioes of the 
peace, desiring him, in hie official capacity, and in accordanoe 
trith the lews of the proTince, to appoint a meeting of all the 
propiletar% Miy or Jobn Btoddard of Northampton wa% on the 
S6th of Itediy 171S, directed to make the appointment In 
obedienee to this cvdeT} Mi^or Stoddard issued the following 
notificatioii on the SStb, which wae posted ^at some public 
place" in Ihe eonnty of Hampflhire: 

^ These may certify all persons concerned, but move especially 
llie several and rospectiye propiietora of the E<^uivalent Landy, 
•0 calledy lying in the county of Hampshire: — 

*<That pursuant to a law of the province, and at the desire 
of five of the proprietors of the said lands, the Honorable 
8amnd Partridge, Esq., hath appointed the first "Wednesday of 
June next, at two o'clock in the afternoon, at the Green Dragon 
Tavern, in lioston, to be the time and place ior a meeting oi ilic 
said proprietors, in order to the choosing of a proprietor's clerk, 
the a[\]M.intinga committee to be selected out of their number for 
such purposes as shall be agreed on, the dividing ur disposing of 
their baid propriety or any part thereof, the chofising an agent or 
general attorney to represent, manage, and act f^r them, to regu- 
late meetings for the future, etc. I do, therel'urt'. hereby, in obe- 
dience to a warrant directed to me for that cud from the said 
justice, inform and give notice to all the proprietors of said 
Lands, tliat there will be a meeting at the time and place, and 
for the ends aforementioned, and they are hereby desired to 
give their attendance accordingly." 

ISie '^Equivalent Lands'' were afterwards allotted by mutual 
agreement, and it is probable that the allotment took place at 
the meeting notified by the above warrant. The tract situated 
above Northfield, including portions of tlie present towns of Fat- 
ney, Dummerston, and Bra^Jeboronghy feU in the partition to 
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William Dummer, afterwards Lieutenant-Governor of Massa- 
chusetts, Anthony Stoddard, AVilliam Brattle, and John White, 

and a deed thereof" was made to them by Qmdon SaltoDstall 
and others, " as their part and proportion." 

Between the years 1744 and 1750, when attention vaa fizat 
aroused to the aubjectof settling the lands on Oonnecticut river, 
aitoated between the north line of Maasachusetts and Nnmber 
Four, the idea was prevalent that Governor Wentworth of 
. Hampehire had received advices from Great Britain, instraeting 
him to give to the inhabitanta of Maaaachoaetta whio were pro- 
prietor nnder that province within the ^eoified liimta» the 
privilege of the first choice of lands ; and in case they ahonld re- 
fbae to take out chartera under Kew Hampshire^ th^ to extend 
the privilege to whoever ahonld next apply. lot tilio year 1750 
Joaeph Blanchard of Amherst, Ke w Hampshire, waa aent to aiuv 
vey the territory which it was in contemplation to grant. His 
examination having been completed, the old proprietors of tlie 
*' Equivalent Lands " i)ctitioned the Governor of New Ilamp- 
sliirc for a grajiL of that tract, and a portion of tlic adjacent ter- 
ritory. Accordingly, on the 26th of December, 1753, the ''Equi- 
valent LtHids," toother with a "considerable quantity of other 
lands, v. :l.> formed into three townships, beginning at the north 
bounds ol limsiiale, on the west side of the river, and extending 
back about six miles, and so far up tlic riv«'r" as to enclf ^-e the 
required amount. Previous to this, the wh le < f tlit " Equiva- 
lent Lands" had been known l)y the name of JDummerston. 
Tlic proprietary of Duninierston, with the territory ad(1e<l by 
New Ilanipshire, was now divided into tlie townships ol Ful- 
ham, Putney, and Brattieborough. Tlic name Fulham* was 
atlerwards changed to Dummerston, but at what time no 
record ahowa. Aa late aa 1773, the town waa called by both 
namea. 

In the charters of the three towns, the namea of several new 
proprietors were admitted, bnt particular care was taken that the 
rights of tlie (Nnginal granteea ahonld not be inf ri nged. In a peti- 
tion preeented by theae granteea toGovenior Wentworth, in the 
year 1760, he waa reqneirted to confirm to Anna Powell, who held 
the ahare fonnerly belonging to Governor Dummer, one quarter 
part of the^Eqniyalent ]^da,''and to theheua of Anthony Stod- 
dard, to the heire of John Wliite, and to William Bratde, each, a 

* In old dotmmiSmt thA uuom b ip^UadFtalfaiBi, KDhHn, tnd FoIhiDi 
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like pordoiL The confimiatioii mm maide in accordance with 
theee instructions, and it waB generally supposed that satiaCactioii 
had been ven to all ooncened. At the close of the war, when 
Qeremor Wentworth had leconuDcnced hia prodigal syBtem of 
apportaooiiig landa, there came to Fortamouth from Pomfirat, 
0>nneetieD:^ one liaae Baiifli who stated that a certain Mr. 
White " had an interast in the ^^EqniYalent Lande,*^ bnt that no 
portioa had been gtren him in the allotment which had been 
made aeven yean ptenona. To compensate for this n^lect, 
Dami aaked fm the grant of a townsliip. OoL Joeiali Witlard 
of Wincheater, New Hampshire^ who was present, told him that 
if any wvoog had been done, the bbmie lay with OoL Brattle, 
tHk> had acted as agent ibr the proprietors of the '^Equivalent 
Lands," and had ordered all matters " to his liking." Notwith- 
standino: this declaration, Daua received, on the 8th of July, 
17^1, a patent for the township of Ponifrct, on the Kew 
Haui{)6hire Grantt^, and departed satisfied. It is douhtful 
whether the heirs of White ever received any benetit from this 
transaction. 

A few days pai?sed, and there appeared at Portsmouth " one 
William Storv', a gentleman from Boston." He also com})lainod 
of the injiiFtiee wliich had heon done White's heirs in the dis- 
trilnition of tlie ** iilquivalent Lands," and prayed for redress 
or compensation. Col. Theodore Atkinson, the Governor's 
secretary, was very merry when this claim was proffered, deem- 
iog it as fraudulent. Bnt his laugh was no more effective 
than had been the reasoning of Willard, and to Story and his 
associates was set otT the township of Bernard on the 17th of 
July, 1761, though the application liad at first been made 
in the name of the injured heirs of the injured White. On 
the 11th of AngoBt, 1766, one Jos^b Bkyant discovered that 
in the charter of the township of Putney, ^ only about two 
tiiirds^ of the names of the heirs of White had been inserted. 
He also ascertained lliat other names had been snbstitnted 
for those of the nnlncky one third, by which a great wrong 
had been committed. A memorial containing this and Idn. 
dred information, was in conseqneaoe dispatdied to Henry 
Moore, QoYemor of New York Whether that oflicial ex- 
hibited on this occasion a dispositioa aa yielding aa ibtt 
which characterized the conduct of Governor Wentworth, it ia 
iinj.>osdil>lc to say. As to the frauds which were afterwarda 
practised by means of John 'Wliitc b neglected title, old 
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manuscripts^ soiled land papera, and foimal depoaUkNifi are 
silent* 

Soon after the charter of Fulham was grantad, Jdin l^^f^h^^i 
who had resided wllhin the linuts of the town since the jear 
1752, united with a number of peiBonBy pvrohaeed in eODjuiMy 
tioQ with them, &om the New Hampahira propneton^ a pail of 
the township, and in the year 1754, acoordiBg to his own account, 
removed Ihere, with his wife and seven or eij^t haLpleBa chil- 
dreo.'* PoiseiBing the ^|[aalitiei of indnstrj and pmeveranea 
•^nalitieB eepeeiallj necflSBarf totheaneo Maft il mBnagemeotof 
a new aettlenuint^ he addressed himself with eneigj to hia task, 
ittd ^ did aetnally dear and improve above ahimdredand twenty 
aeresy and built a good dweOing-honsey bam, and all necessarj 
offiees, and alao a saw mill, and potash woria.'' In order to 
guard hia improvements, he was ^ at a oonsiderable expense In 
building a fort ronnd his honBe,'' and waa "nnder the disagree* 
able necessity of redding therein during the oonree <^ a tedions 
and distressing war." Jilisfortune rendered his toil more ^ vere. 

• USBb in wuMotL "wUh a d«poatioa mmSn hj JmouSL WmkiM, Joae 29di, 

1786. Depoaition of jM0ph Blanchard, dated Amherst^ X. H., August 7t!i, nS7. 
Petition of Joseph Brynnt, duted Aupuat 11th. 17^6, in Colonial MS8., Land 
Papers, office Soe. Sfatt-'. N. Y , vol. xxv To tiiO " Ixn'urda of the pubUo 

Proceedings of tlie Town of iiumerstun, aluu Towu of Fuiiiiiun," the aouexed 
MBomit of the dMomteMti stUndiiig I3b» mAj Uitofj «f that proprietarj i« 
prdbrad w an " Introdadioo." 

"The tract of land called DnmmAon b a part of the tract of land on the 
we-'t nid.^ of ConTif^r-ticTTt river, formerly granteil t-o Connecticut goverrimeot 
as aa equivalent fur some lands vrhich Urn proTioce of Massachusetts Baj had 
granted to th«ir planterH» trhich upon inquiry was found to be within the 
gOTWDBiint of GonnMiieat; in ordtr to leeiiN the property of y« soil to HhM 
MilMinrhTinrttn p1antei% that government granted to Connecticut the pn^rty of 
sundry tmcts nf their province land, one of which was the tract here mentioned, 
whrnlj thp cvornment of Connecticut m]<\ to sundry private gentieracn, among 
wiiomo were tiie late Honourable Wax. liumer [Anthony] titoder, l^^-i ▼hoee 
hein tte wm the jN^prieCon of one half of the whole tnot on CSooneetieuC liwtt, 
■uppoied to eoiiteia4S,0e0 eeret. The eeid Vm. Bmner beinf the elM pM> 
printer, the tract was called after him. The name u now kept iKaeknowledge- 
ment of the title from the original grant of the Ma^^^aehusctta government, which 
is the tin • the land is now held by. On the settlement of the jurisdictional liae 
of the province of Massachusetts Bay with tJbat of New Hampshire, the tnct of 
lend here mentiooed feD within the ttnuili of Few Hampshire govemmeit^ whieli 
tneo tp omted the whole into three townships, including in the middle townsh^H, 
the greatest part of the lands belonging to the heirs of Wm. Dumer <fc [Anthony] 
Bto'lor, and called the name of it Fullhara, by virtue nf whirh the privilf l'*"" of a 
towu are now held : besides the town of Follham, what is known by the name 
of Dumeiaton indndee neeily one half of the tows ef Pita<y.*«^ t ee orti^ 19tS, 
HHP'IOL AppendfartoDniBg'eCelilogm^ph 141. 
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Bk eldest daughter ww takm praoner by the Indlna. For two 
f&m and a half lie knew noti^mg of her &te, but at the end of 
ibat tbnedie wtmned home, OoL Pater fiqhBfler faa'viiig ^ paid a 
nmaomoflbva' handled fimate herrodeoiptbiiftQiiieaptiTifyJ' 

Intheyear IT^afeny WMiertaMiehed between Weetmoare- 
knd, Kew HampeUre^ and die proprietary ef Damioenton, and 
ahont die eame period a aunilar method of oonmnmieation wte 
amnged between Ae latter place and the town of C9ieBterfiekL 
The eetlienient, although mneh distnrbed hy ih^ war, was sot 
iQowed to die, and a few yean after tlMi netontion of order, 
John Kathan and his eighteen asBociates wilh their {amilies 
were rapidly snbdning the forests of Folham, and accomplifih- 
ing the conditions of their charter. 

To John BalcLridge and others tlic ]iuuh now comprised in 
the tu'A"n>liip of Chester, were granted on llie 22d Feliruarj, 
1754, by tlie name of Flamstead. Under this first New Hamp- 
shire charter no settlementfi were made, and by this neglect 
the pri>prietorB no doubt lurfeited their rights. A second 
charter to Daniel Ilayward and bis associates, issued by the 
same province on tlie 3d of Novembor, 1761, gare to tiie town 
the name of Xe^^' Fhim'^toad, and divided it into scveTity-four 
equal sharcj^. I'nder this charter the proprietors lield a num- 
ber of meetings, but none in Chester until altoiit the year 1764. 
Their first appointed clerkwas JohnGoulding, who held that office 
from 1761 to 1763. In the ktter year, Thomas Chandler Sen., 
who being intereetad in the settlement of Walpole, New Hamp- 
diire, had been appointed a selectman ef tiiat town, turned 
his attention towards the colonuatian of Kev Flamntead. 
His BOD, Thomas Chandler Jr., was chosen to encceed John 
Ckralding, and -waa deik nntU the year 1T67. Boring the year 
1T<(8, elder Chandler, with his aona John and ^Diomas 
Chandler Jr., removed to Hew Flamstead^ and wea followed 
hj Jabea Sai^gean^ Edward Johnson, Isiiah JohnsoD, Charles 
Mamiy Wimam Waraar, Ichabod Ide» and Ebenoeftr Holton, 
ftom W oodslodk^ Oomiectient, and Wofoester and Maiden, 
iraam ihimHrtn. The first birth in the town was that of Thomas 
Cbseler Ciundler, on the Mth of December, 1T63. Byathud 
eiwrter issaad by New Yedt on the 14th of July, 1766, Thomas 
Chandler Sen. and his associates became proprietors of the 
town, and its name was changed to Chester. Under this patent 
the town was organized in June, 17o7, aud by authority derived 
from it, lauds in Ciiester are now held. 
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Tlie town of Guilford was cliartered by New Hampshire on 
the 2d of April, 1764, to fifty-fonr proprietors, principally from 
Massachusetts. The account of the early civil and political con- 
dition of this towiiy giyen by Thompeon in his Gazetteer of 
Vermont,'^ is in the wards following : — When granted, the town 
was a perfect wildemee!?, yet by the charter, the granteeB were 
to hold their first meeting for the choice of officers, etc., OH the 
lat of May, 1764, and on the first Tueflday of March erer aft^ 
wards. It aeemB the town was first oiganked hj and under 
the very grant itself. Power was given to the grantees to traxi> 
sact the bnsmess of the tawn as a majority ehonld see fit, 
sabjeet only to the control of the Parliament of England. 
This little enterprising band, composed of Samnel Hunt, John 
Chandler, David Field, Elijah Williams, Mieah Bice^ Ira Car- 
penter, and others, having little to fear ttom the nominal power 
of Parliament, in the wilderness of Yermont, assnmed the 
titie^ which was virtnally created by their charter, of a little 
independent Bepnblie. By the records of their fint meetingB, 
they appear to have been governed by certain committees, 
chosen for the purpose of surveying the lands, laying out roads, 
dniwiiig the shares or lots, taxing the rights, etc., but their 
greatest object was to procure and encourage settlers. Their 
meetings were held at Greenfield, Korthlicld, Hinsdale, or 
Brattle! )orough, until 1765, when their first meeting was held at 
GuiUbrd. There wjis a condition, which, if not performed, 
went to defeat the grant. The grantees were to settle, clear 
and cnltivato, in five years, five acres for every fifty in said 
townsliip. Alili(»ngh inuch time and money were spent in 
making roads and clearing lands, yet on tlie 20th of March, 
1764-, the grantees, by a special coniinittee chosen, petitioned 
the Governor t)f New Hampshire for a confirmation of their 
grant, and an extension of the time, stating that the interven- 
tion of an Indian war had made it impracticable for them to 
fulfil the conditions of the charter.* Their prayer was granted, 
and the lime for settling the town extended to the 1st of 
Jannaiy, 1766. From the time the charter was confirmed in 
1764, the town began to be rapidly settled by emigrants from 
Massachnsetts and other New Errand provinces. Throng 

* The charter of Guilford was renewed and extended on three different oco*» 
rfmfl. Hie tot ^MUadim wm d«ft«d J«1y <tb, 1701, ill* nooBd, MM Mlb, 
17M, ■ad Hw tiiird, Jm 7tlv 17M. 
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the policy of the original proprietors, the lirst settlers Ix'u'i^ii 
upon lots of fifty acres, in order to fiiltil the condition of the 
grant. So rapid was the increase of population, that the town 
soon became the laigest in the state as to numbers. Yet there 
was not a tmfjie Tillage in the township, or rather, the whole 
township was a village— all the hilla and yaUeys were emokmg 
with huta." 

In tiiia township^ three hundred and fiffy aeres oonsfcitated a 
share. 13ie nanal reservations for public purposes were made, 
bat the governor's ri{^t was located upon the only mountain in 
the township^ horn which drctunstance the elevation has since 
been known as Governor Konntam." Althongh the conduct 
of ihe proprietors was in general lair and genenms, yet in one 
infftani^A love of gain i^peais to have predominated over scm* 
pnlons lioiieBty. Not contecit with obtaining good prices for 
the land eontaiiied within their grant, they located and sold 
"one whole tier of hundred acre lotBy north, beyond the extent 
of their charter,'' and to Uiis day theee lots are comprised with- 
in the limits of the town. The first land was cleared in 1758^ 
by JonsdiaB and Elisha Hunt, on the fiom since occupied by 
the Kev. Asa Haynes. The fint settlement was made in 8e|> 
tember, 1761, by Micah Rice and family, on the place tlnco 
occupied by Jeremiah Greenleaf. These adventurers were fol- 
lowed by Jonathan Eigclow, John Baniey, Daniel Lynds, AV^illiam 
Bi^clow, Ebenezer Goodenough, i*aul Chase, Thouias Cutler, 
Joha bhepardsou, and others. " Tliey came into town by the 
way of Broad Brook. Beginning at the niuulii of that stream 
on Connecticut river in Vernon, and passing up on its banks, 
they luiiiid their way into Guilford.*' Tliis road, although the ' 
only one by which the town could then be readied, was im- 
passable with teams, and the settlers, for gome time, were com- 
pelled either " to l)oil or poimd their com, or go fifteen miles 
to mill with a grist upon their backs." Such are some of the 
circumstances pertaining to the early settlement of Guilford. 

The town of Grafton was granted, on the 8th of April, 1754, 
to Jonathan Whitney, William Holt, Nathaniel Harris, and 
sixty-one associates, by the name of Thomlinson, and was the 
last town chartered by New Hampshire previ' uif^ to the breaking 
out of the French war. On the 9th of July, 1761, the time for 
fulfilling some of the conditions of the charter was extended. 
A new charter was granted on the 1st of September, 1768, to 
the same pennos who had held the fonner one, and the old name 
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was retained In tlie year 176S, a Mr. Hinkley and liis family, 
^vith two other fium'lie??, removed to the township, and began a 
settlement on w^hat was afterwards called Hinkley Brook. Tliejr 
soon abaudoned their undertaking, and j^m that tinie there 
was no pemiaaent settlement within the borders of the town 
until the year 1780. The name Grafton was sabstitiitod for 
that of Thomlinson on the Slst of October, 1791. 

Ilartford, the first township granted by New Hampshire east 
of the Green Mountains after the close of the Freabh. war, wae 
ohaitered on the 4th of J nly, 1761. The original gnuteei, aixtj- 
ionr in nmnber, were prineipaUj iiom Lebanon, Ooimectioat. 
Prince Tneyf James Flnneo Jr., and Joosthan Marsh conatf- 
tnted ^ proprietars' committee. Within a mooidiB aftsr 
die charter was obtained, Blxty*foar acre lots were laid ont, 
one ij£ which was given to each proprietor to hold in seTeraltj. 
]n 1768, the township was snryejed, and proper marks were 
placed at the eomera, and between ihe oomers at the end of 
every mUe. At the same time allowance was made Ibr highways, 
and some of them were partially prepared fbr use. These im- 
provements occupied a part of the enramer, and were made by 
ten of the grantees. Li the siimmcf of 17*i4, tlie biiuia |»ersous 
renewed their exertions, and in tliut year, Elijali, Solomon, and 
Benajah Strong emigrated with their fauiiiies iVum Lebanon, 
Connecticut, and made the first permanent settlement. Tliey 
were fullowed during the next year by twelve other families, 
and on the 8th of March, 1768, the tovm was regularly organized. 
Tlie tirst child bom in town was Roger, 6on of Ebenezer Gillett, 
Tliis event occurred on the 6th of August, 1767. From the 
time the town was rluu tci ed until its organization, the proprie- 
tors displayed much energy in effecting a settlement, and by 
their strenuous efibrts the requisitions of the oharter, undedr 
which they held, were faithfully fulfilled. 

On the 4th of July, 1761, under a patent from New Hamp- 
shire, the township of Norwich was granted bjr the name of 
Norwhich, to Eleaaer Wales and his assooiatesi and was organ- 
ized in Oooneotient on the 26th of August following. In 1762, 
the township was apportioned by lot. Although at that time 
the neighboring country was for miles aromid covered with 
imtrodden wildemeeses, jet this did not deter the advance of 
civiliaation. A few yean later, cottages and cabbs had spnmg 
np in Norwich ; and at Lebanon and Hanover, in Kew Hamp- 
ahiiei patobes of cleared gronnd bore witness to fhe presence of 
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the sturdy pioneer. The first settlers in IN'orwicli were Jacob 
fWton, Ebenezer Smithy and John 81aftiir fnm Mans&eid, 
Oonneetioat) Jacob Burton and Asa^ Ids wtm, from Stoningtoni 
in the same province,- and the Mewenger and Hotofaiiiaon 
fiumlieeu in 17M, a law mill was built by die Bnrtone, a little 
west of Norwich plain, and fiom that period the growth of the 
. lofwu was oonstant and certain.* 

Ffymottft, the next town chartered hy New Hampehire^ was 
gruited to Jeremiah HaU, John Grimes, and eixly-'two other 
proprietoTB, hj the name of Saltaah, on liie 6th of July, 1761. 
The township, aldiough earlj surveyed and divided nnider the 
crigiiial chuter, was regranted by New Yoik on the 18th of 
Haj, 1772, to Ichabod Fisher. Ko settlnnent was commenced 
wHiua its limits until the year 1777, and the town was not 
organized until ten years later. On the 23d of February, 171)7, 
tlie name of Saltash was superseded by tiiat of Fiyinoutb. 

Tlie townsliii* *»f Reading wjis chartered by New Hampshire 
on the same day on which 8;ilt:wh received its patent, but could 
not boast of any inhabitants imril the year 1772, when Aiidi*ew 
Spear and his family moved thither tVnin AValpole, New Hamp- 
shire. For several years tliev were the only r<»R!dents in the 
place. The origiii:il i^rantees were Zedekiali btoue, Israel 
Btowell, Jonathan Hammond, and their assot iatr-^ to tlio imm- 
^cr of titty-nine. On the 6tb of March, 1772, tiie t<)wii8hip was 
granted by New York to Simon Stevens and others, it was 
organized on the 30th of March, 1780. A saw mill was bnilt 
during the same year, and Beading became a tbriying settle- 
ment. 

Windsor, the date of whose charter is the same as that 
of the two preceding towns, was granted to Samnel Ashley, 
Jacob Cmnmings, and fifty-seven other persons, who immedi- 
ately oiganiaed as a proprietary body, and proceeded to sniv 
vey, make a plan and allot the town." The first permanent 
settlement was commenced by Capt. Steele Smith, who with his 
family remoyed from Parmington, Connecticnt, in August, 1764. 
In the following spring, Major Elisha Hawley, Capt Israel 
Onrtis, Deacon Hesekiah Thompson, Deacon lloaias Cooper, 
and some others" became inhabitants of the town, and before * 

* A itAtement of the opimona whidi obteia r«ip«eting tite fkn/tuMltn of Nor- 
iriflh win b0 fiMina ia ThompMii't Ti, Flwt IIL, p. ISQ, Mid in FoinmIi Oms 
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the doBO of the'year 176$, the rnunber of fiuniliei in the new 
settlement amonnted to sixteen. Before the atriTal of Capt^ 
Smith, Solonum Emmons and his wife liad built a hut within 
the town limits, where thej resided, although thej had not 
purchased the land, nor made any improrements with a Tiew 
to a permanent settlement* Windsor was granted bj New 
York to David Stone 2d, and hia associates, on the 7th <^ 
Jnly, 1766. On the Sd March, 1778^ it was regranted hj 
the same province to Zedekiah and David Stone, and their 
asBOciateB. A third and last grant of the township was made 
by Xew York to NaLliaii Stone, and twenty-two other grantees, 
on the 28th of March, 1772. The first settlers of the town 
regarded the Stones with high respect. Upright in character, 
they were fully entitled to be held in estimation. By their 
exertions and entt;rprise they increased the wealth and pros- 
perity of Windsor, and rendered it at an early period one of the 
most tiourishing and popular v illages on the " Grants." 

Pomfret, althonirh chartered on the 8th of July, 1761, was 
not sett K'd until the year 1770. It? onVinal proprietors were 
sixty -six in number, of whom Isaac I);in;i wns the principal 
person. Moet of the proprietors were inhabitants of Pomfret, 
Connecticut The name of Israel Putnam stands conspicuona 
in the list, bat except as one of the grantees, he appean to have 
had no share in the settlement of the townahip.t 

The township of Hart] and was originallj granted bj New 
Hampshire to Samuel Hunt and his assocaates, by the name of 
Hertford, on tlie 10th of Julj, 1761. Its settlement was eom- 
menced in May, 1763, by timothy Lull, who had been pre- 
vionsly living at Dummcrston. Having concluded to remove 
to Hertfixrd, he purchased a log canoe^ and taking with him hia 

• **l[nk BnuiMMW wm the firat^ and for loiiie tioii the vb^ wUte ▼oman who 
TCrid«d in ih« tairiL" flh« wm vwy vtM to the mAf InhMUma^ hdog §ar m 
long time the oitly odAvifo ivifhin many mil« around During the latter paK 

of her life ehe W»a 8tipportG<1 the town. TT^'r tlcnth oeetured in the ycnr 
183S. To Samnel Smith, a eon of Cnpt. Steele Smitli, accordM th*» privilege of 
primogeniture among the ohildreu bora in Windsor. His birth touk p]ace Jnly 
ad, 17ft& Ha diad in I849» agad •aranty'aaven yeaia,— Thompson's Yt, Fart 
HL, fk IM. Appendix to Deming*! Catalogue, p. 201. 

f On the 8d of July, 1766, John Stark applied to Ooyemor Moore of New 
York, for a grant of ?,ni)n ncrcs of laud in the Bonth-ennt rorner of T^omfret 
Aooom|>anying hie request was a certificate from Hunuas Gage, signed September 
<th» 1966, Btating that Capt John StM-k aeryed under Capt Rogers during the 
«ir._F«w 7ork OniMal HSa, Land Pipei% July Sd, Ittt, inl nL 
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lamilv, which consisted of a wife and four chiklreii, and such 
furniture as they needed, paddled up Connecticut river. 
Arriving at the mouth of a certain stream in Hertford, he 
anchored his boat and hmded his family. Taking tlion a junk 
bottle, lie broke it in the presence of his wife and children, and 
named the stream Lull's Brook — the name bj which it has ever 
fcince been known. Proceeding up the bnvok about a mile, he 
came to a deserted log-hut, sitiuited near the phice now called 
Sumner's village. Here he commenced a settlement. For 
many years he suffered privations and hardships, " but possessing 
a strong constitution and a vigoiona mind, he overcame all 
obstacles, accumulated a handsome piopertyi lived respected, 
and died generally lamented." His son Timothy was the first 
child bom ia the town.* The settlers who followed Mr. Lull^ 
were mostly emigrants from Massachusetts and Connecticut 
In 1705, thirty was the number of the inhabitants in the town. 
On the 23d of July, 1766, the charter of tlie town was confirmed 
bj New York to Oliver Willard, and the grantees associated 
with him. The fint town meeting was held on the 11th of 
If^rch, 1767. Hnch inconvenience having arisen from tiie 
(Btmihuily between the name of Hertford and that of Hartford 
the adjoining town^ Hertford was, by an act of the Legislature 
of Yermont passed June 15tii) 1782^ altered to Hartland, which 
name ia still retained. 

Woodstock was established by charter from New Hampshire, 
on the 10th of July, 1761. The grantees were David Page, 
and mxty-one aseoeiatee. On the 5th of September, 1766, a 
representation was made to the Colonial Assembly of New 
York, by Page and Jonathan Grout of Peterslnun, ^lassachu- 
setts, by which it appeared that they, in company with a few 
of the I rii:inal grantees, }>ureha>ed of the rest ten thousand 
acres of land in Woodstock, soon atter the charter was issued, 
and divided tlie purchase into lots. For these reasons tliey 
requested that the land might be confirmed to them by charter. 
The late of this petition is not kno"v\-n, but on the 28th of Febni- 
ar}', 1771, ^ew York t^ranted the township to Oliver Willard 
and others, and a cliarter to this effect was issued on the 3(1 of 
June, 1772. The tii*st settlement in the town M'as commenced 
by James Sanderson, who removed hither wiUi liis family in 

* Wm huiSh took plioo in Doewnbor, 1764, and on this ommukd, " tho midwifo 
VM dnwn bf tho Mi«r fipom CluMlciloini, upon tho ici^ • dittMOO of twonty^ 
time inUo^ vpoa * bttidded."— Tbompooii'i Vt, Patt III., p. 88. 
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lihe year 1768. In the year 1772, there were aaXy forty-two 
in]iabitaiii8 in the place.* 

The charter of the town of Thetford was signed by Grovemor 
Benning A\ entworth of New Hampshire, on the 12th of August, 
1761. Tlio liiol Hettleineiit within ity l)orcierB was made hy 
Joliii Chamberlain, familiarly known as ''Old (^>uail John,'* 
who removed hither from Hehrun, Connecticut, in 1704. (^a 
the of December in the same year, his daughter Susannah 
was bom. This was the first birth in the town. iJiirini^ the 
yeai' 1765, tlie lialdwin and Ho^^^< >rd laniilicB removed to ITiet- 
ford. The town was organized on the lutli uf May, 17^8. f 

To Jolm Taylor and sixty-one associates, the charter «)i 
Sharon was issued by Kew Hampshire on the 17th of August, 
1761. Tlie settlement of the town was commenced by emigrants 
from Connecticut, in 1705. Kohert Havens and his family 
were probably the first persons who spent the winter withui its 
limits. But little is known concerning any of the pi' nct re who 
SQOceeded in planting a colony in this part of the Kew Hamp- 
shire Grants. In a civil point of view the right of primogeni- 
ture l)eloii»r8 to Eliaa Manh^ who was bom on tlie 25th of 
March, 17^6. The town was organised on the 8tii of March in 
the same year. 

In the year 1753, before the commencement of the French 
war, and eight years previous to the dato of the charter of the 
town of Springfield, Daniel Sawtell, Jacob Sawtell, Oliver 
Sawtell, Combs Hooae, Samuel Douglass, OUver Famswortfa, 
Joseph Douglass, Noah Porter, Nathaniel Powers, Simeon 
Powers and Simeon Powers Jr., ^ being poor and indigent, 
and nnable to purchase lands in any of the inhabited towns of 
his Majesty's provinces" — ^whlle the lands in said Springfield 
« lay in the open wildenieBS, waste and untiPd, without yield* 
ing any revenue to his Majesty, or profits to his subjects" — " did, 
for his Majesty's profit," as well as for the support of themselves, 
their wives, and their children, " enter upon, till and improve 
part of the lands in said Springfield." During the war they 

* In December, 1766, Lord Townshencl and his nasociAtet petitioned Goyenior 
Hoot* of New Tonrk far m gnat of the townebip of WoodeCoek hj tlie namo of 
Saynhem HaU, promiiiiig to tettla and enltivitto it The requeat appean to 
have be<m dinaieMd.— Kew Tork Cdlooial )IS&, Land Papen^ Dee«iiiber» 17S6v 

ToL xxiL 

f A ntirabtT of entertAinins? inci.lent.'* reliitivo to the early eetUers of Thetford 
may ha fouuJ iu Powers's Cihm Country, pp. 141-162. 
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defemied their possessions " at tlie peril" of theis own lives, aud 
by t]u> l<vs ot* the lives of some of thoir ''friends aud neiy-lilx mu s," 
and '* were its a guard to thch^e placep," located tut tin r <.l<\vu 
tlie river, which "were exposed to the rage of aii heailien and 
savage foe." After the reduction of Cana(hi, and tlie defeat of 
their ** Popish enemies," they renewed their labors with <i;reater 
energy, and succeeded in establishing a prosperous and attrac- 
tive gettleraent The first charter of the town was issued under 
the eeaL of !New Ilampshine, on the 20th of Augnati 1761. In 
the Fame year John Kilbnm purchased of the proprietors one 
right containing three hundred and sixty acres, and shortly 
after "did enter npon^ dear, cultivate and tiU eaid landiy 
according to the conditions of the charter nnder wliich the 
lands were then held, and alflO erected thereon a dweilmg^ 
hcnfld." In 1763, Simon Stevens became an inhabitant of the 
town, and by his example and indindnal effinrfea, did mnch to 
alleviate the wants^ and add to the happiness of the settlers. 

The governors of Keir Hampshire and New Yoik, in grant- 
ing lands on the New Hampshire Grants, were not always aeta* 
ated by the purest principles in the choice of grantees. Li the 
case of the early settleia of Springfield, their condnct was eqie- 
dally worthy of reprobation. At the condnsion of the war, 
Danid SawtsU and his assodates petitioned Qovemor Wsn^ 
worth for a patent of the hmcb wMch they had improved, or 
for " such part thereof as he should think fit." From some 
unaccountable reason, the Governor refused to assent to their 
request, and on the 20th of Anj^nst, 1761, gave a charter of the 
whole township to Gideon Lyman and sixty-one assi^ciates. 
Not one of the original settlerh w iis named in this instrument; 
and thus they were placed entirely at the mercy of men who 
were at lihei-ty to dictate whatever terms they might deem luott 
subservient to their own interests. " Without any regard to the 
great dangers and hard labour'' which the early PettJers had 
underi^one in maimaining pOR.<eHt^ion of, and preparing for culti- 
vation tlie lauds which they had so long considered their own, 
the New Hampshire grantees sned out writs of ejectment, aud 
ol>tained judgments against tiiem. Executions were tlien 
i^.sned, their possessions were taken, they themselves were 
threatened with imprisonment in default of the payment of 
the costs and charges of the suits which had heen decided 
against them, and their families were " thereby brought to dis- 
tress and want" Meantime the decree of the King in Council, 
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dated July 20tli, 1704, bad declared the New Hampehire 
Grants to be within the ])rovince of New York. On this infor- 
mation the original settlers, in ii petition dated November 13th, 
17<i4, prayed Lieutenant-Governor Cadwallader Coldcn for a 
grant of Springtield, or in case this request was too «^rcat, that 
they might be permitted still to inhabit those lands, and in 
some measure reap the beneiit " of their past labor. In repl7» 
the goyemor stated that he should always be diqiOBed to 
^Kvoar those who had settled and cultivated the lands, especially 
•nch as had been in possession for a considerable time." At the 
same time he informed them, that before proceeding further in 
the matter, he should be obliged to receive liis Majesl^'e orden. 
Another petition was preaentedy on the 15th of August, 1765, hy 
Nathaniel Powers and twenly-nine others, of whom a portion 
were the original Bettleis, aslEing a recoguition of their rights, 
but, like the former, it met witi^ a simihur reception. A few 
days subsequent to the presentation of this last petition, 
Gideon Lyman and his associates informed the Gh>yemor of 
New York that the township of Springfield had been granted to 
them by New Hampshire. **hi Mik of this grant,'' said 
Lyman, ^^your petitioner and the other persons interested 
therein, have already made considerable improyements and set- 
Uements^' in Springfield, ^ and are willing and desirous to com* 
pleat the settlement thereof.'' Hiese conflicting petitionsseemed 
for a time to puzzle the Governor of New York, but in the event 
the grant of Springfield was confirmed to Gideon Lyman and 
his associates on the 10th of March, 1772.* 

As to the organization ol thi» town, little is definitely known. 
There are still extant two notifications for town meetingp, from 
which the following infonnation is derived. One is daud, 
"Province of Kew Hampshire," March 1st, 1764, and is 
t;i|_nied by Samuel Scott, Simon Stevens, George Hall, Timotliy 
Speiicer, Taylor Spencer, and Abner BiBbee, inhabitants of 
Spniif^field. It is directed, "To Simon Stevens, Constable of 
Springfield and Province aforesaid," and nxjiiires liim " In his 
Majesty's name" to " Notifie ami warn y* Freeholders and 
other Inhabitants of s'' Town that are Duely quail itied by Law 
to Vote in Town Meetings, that they assemble and meet at y* 
House of Joseph Littles in Springfield afores'd on Tuesday y* 

* N. Y. Colooial MSa, Land P^mh, ITar. lUli, voL xriiL lYM: v«l. 
Aug. Ififth. Sopt IWli, MM. 
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I8II1 of this lortant) at 10 of dock in y* forenoon." Hie 
object of the meeting is stated to be, ^ lat, to Chooee a Modera- 
tor to go rem 0* meeting— Sdlj, to chooee Town Officers 
•greeabie to Charter." At the fbot of this paper is a note hj 
tiie coD8table» dedaring that he read the warrant in town meet* 
ing on Mansh 7* 18th," and on the back is an endorsement of 
the same date, ahowiog that Geoi^ Hall was chosen modera* 
tor, and tiiat the meeting was ibmi adjonmed to the d6th of 
the same month. The other notification, similar in form, is 
dated July 13th, 1764, and is signed by Simon Stevens and 
Abner Bi^bee. It is directed to Jehiel Siiamons, and at the 
meeting to be held on the 22d current, the business to be 
attended to, is "Ist, to Choube a i^lutleiator to Govern said 
meetinsr — 2dly, to see whether the Town will accept of the 
Koade, koo^vn by y* name of Crowiipoint Roade, which leads 
Through s** Town — 3dly, to Boe whotlier the Town will Kepair 
said Roade." From thcbL' statemeuts it may be reasonably 
concluded that the town ^v[i6 organized before tlie year 1764.* 

The granteef! Wcathcrsfield were principally from New 
Haven, Connecticut, and the charter of the township was 
issned by New Uanii .-lnre, on the 20th of August, ITCl. 
From a report made by the pn)prietors of the town in 8eptem- 
her, 1765, it appeared that they had been ^' at great charge and 
expense in laying out the township into allotmeata," and farther 
that they had cleared and cultiyated a portion of the lands 
which they owned, and erected a nnmber of houses. In a 
petition addressed to the Lieut-Governor of New York, on the 
17th of October, 1706, they expressed a sincere desire to be 
protected while engaged in accomplishing tlie work incident 
to the commencement of a settlement ^eir pioneer histoiy, 
were it known, would, it is probable, resemble dhat of the early 
inhabitants of most of the towns situated al(mg the ▼alley of Gon- 
nectient river. The colonizers of the New HampBliire Grants 
were men and women who were aware that their futore lives 
were to be Hves of toil and self-sacrifice, and for this reason 
they were prepared to grapple with adversity in whatever 
fbrm it might appear. On the 8th of April, 1772, the town 
was regranted by the government of New York, to Gideon 
Lyniaii and his associates. 

The township of i'airlee, which fonuerly included the towns 

* OU UBS. in poMeasion of Hoa WQliam M. Piogry. 
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now known bb Fairlee and West Fairlee, was chartered by 
patent from NeW Hampshin, on the of September, 176t« 
Jofliah Cbanneey, Joeeph Hnbbard, and their asBociatea, were 
the gnrnteea. In the year 1766, a certain Mr. Baldwin, wha 
before that tbne had been a resident of Thetford, removed to 
Fairlee^ and commenced a settlement wilhin the limitB of the 
town. According to tiie account of Mr. Thompeon, the anther 
of the Qacettoer of Yermont,'' Samuel MiHer, Samuel Bentley, 
Noah DeWey, Joel White, and WiDiam and Dayid Thompson, 
were inhabitants of the town in 1768. ^is statement is par- 
tially controverted by Grant Powers, on the authority of one 
of tlie early settlers of Ortbrd, New Hampshire. The town 
was pi-obably organized in 1775, wUeu Samuel Sniitli was 
ch<.>sen town clerk.* 

The charter of Guildhall was issued by the government of 
Now llampbhire, on the lOth of October, 1761. The grantees 
were Elihn Hall and eixty-foiir aggociates. In 1764, a settle- 
ment was cuininenced in the lower part of the town, which wag 
then snpprtscd to he a part of Liinenhnrijh, by David Page, 
Timothy Nash, and George Wiieeler. In 1775, Enoch Hall, 
Micah Amv, and James Roshrook became reaideutsof tlu \^ .wn. 
Kletizcr Kosbrook and Sannicl Page joined the little band of 
settlers in 1778, and in the following year David Hopkin^on 
and Kenhcn and Simeon Howe were added to the number. 
•* The first settlers," observee Thompson, " suffered severe pri- 
vations and hardships for a numher of years. Tliev brought 
dieir grain and provisions, in canoes, from Northfield, Massa- 
chusetts, a distance of more than one hundred and fifty luilea* 
During the revolutionary war, they wore in continnal alarm, 
and were frequently annoyed by the Indians and Tories, who 
killed theur cattle, plundered their houses, and carried a 
number of the inhabitants into eaptlTity.'' The finrt town 
meeting of which record is made, was held in March, 1785. 

Hie town of Carendish was chartered by the Gkyremor of 
Kew Hampshire, on the 12th of October, 1T61. The principal 
grantee was Amos KimbalL In the following year a number 
of the proprietors visited the township, surveyed it, allotted the 
shares hi seyeralty, and, according to their own account, ^ were 
in great forwardness, when daputes arose,'' which caused them 
to abandon the undertaking. A disposition to renew this 

•Tbonptoii!k7i,FkHXILppk90,71. Bomnni Om Cteatej, les, m. 
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sttempt was manifested in 1765 ; bvtao BettlemiDt was actually 
made until 1769, when* ia the month of June, Captain John 
Ck>ffeiii located his. ton and hoiit a dwellmg in ^ north part 
of die town.. .Dmang the war of the BeTolndoii his ho^itable 
xesldenoe affiorded shelter and refinashment to the American 
apldieiy while paaiing from CSharleatown to the miHtary poats 
on Lake Champlain* Inthenorth-weatpartof the town waaa ' 
similar atopxiing-place, known aa the ^ Twenty miles encamp- 
ment" Noadiah Bqaaell and Thomas Qilbert settled in Cayen- 
dish in 1771| and shared widi Oaptain Ooffiain his wanla and 
piivatiaos. ^Por seYeral years tLey struggled hard for a 
scanty and precarions anbsiatenoe." 80 few were the mills aft 
this period, that they were sometimes obliged to trayel sixlgf 
miles to pvocnre ^ the grinding of a single grist of com.'' The 
town receiTed a charter &om New York, on the 16th of June, 
1772. 

On the 29th of December, 1760, eoou after tlie conquest of 
Canada lutd heen completed, a number of tlie inhabitants of 
Lebanon and ul" other towns in Connecticut decided to ])etition 
the Qt>vemor of New Hampshire, for a grant ot land on the 
west bank of Connecticut river. Having aseembled on tlio 
12th of June, 1701, and obtained the names of those who 
wiijhed to engage in the ]4ojcct, thej choee a clerk, and a 
committee to regulate their mode of procedure. At a meeting 
held on the 7th of September following, they selected two men 
*• to re[)air to that ])nrt of the country," in which thej wibiied 
to obtain a grant ol land, ;uid instructed them, in case tliey 
glionld find a situation which they deemed adceptable, to make 
their wishes known to Govonjor Wentworth. A location 
having been selected, a charter wjvs issued l>y New Hampshire, 
on tlie 13th of October, granting the township of Andover 
to Nathaniel House and his asaociates. la accordance with the 
charter, a meeting of the grantees was convened at Lebanon on 
the 4th of J^ovember following, and a derk for the town and 
proprietcnrs was chosen, who was sworn to a faithful discharge 
of his duty/' Oq the 10th of March, 17(^2, another meeting 
was held in the same place at the house <^f Joseph QUrk, one 
of the grantees, and officers were chosen for the Ensuing year. 
A committee were ako selected to snrv^ the town, and on the 
25th of August a resohition was passed, instmctmg tiiem to 
proceed with the boshkees which had been aasigned them. 
This thej were able to perform only in part, ^ by reason of bad 
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weather f but beiiig inttnicted on the 8th of March, 1768^ 
to oomplete the siurey, fliey mewed their undertakmg, and 
three hundred acres wore laid ont for each of the proprietors^ 
^ on tlie east aide of the town, bj carefully marking Sie trees 
at the eomern." These lots were distributed on the Slst of 
KoTember, by an indifferent person appointed by the proprie- 
ton> and an aooonnt waa taken of the resoll At Ihe next 
regolar meeting of the town, held on the IStli of Kerch, 1764, 
offlcen were chosen for the year ensuing ; acoonnts were 
adjusted, and each penKm's demands carelUly and justly 
allowed him for senrioes done." On the 5th of November, a 
resolntion was passed, by which an offer of fifty acres of land 
was made to ^leh proprietor who flhonld settle in the town 
during the spring of the year 1765. Pending this offer an- 
other meeting was held on thelSth of March, 1765, and a com- 
mittee were chosen to mark out and clear a road to the town. 
Mcuriures were accordingly taken to carry this proposition into 
execution, and a party of twenty persons liad already made 
preparations to remoYe into the new township, when the publi- 
cation of bis Alajesty's Order in Council, on the 20th of July, 
1764, declaring the western bank of Connecticut river to bo tlie 
eastern boundary of Kew York, caused them to abandon the 
project. 

Judging it prudent "to consider what might further be need- 
ful to be done, to maintain good order and submission" in their 
changed circuniBtanccs, tlio proprietors met on tlie 29th of 
April, 1765, After some discussion they decided to acquaint 
the Governor of New York with the state of their circum- 
stancee, and a.«k for his " approbation and protection." In the 
memorial which they sent to laeutenant-Govemor Cadwallader 
Golden, dated at Lebanon, Connecticut, May 6th, 1765, in addi- 
tion to the facts which have already been detaUed, they stated 
tliat they had expended in improvements more than four hun- 
dred and sixty-two dollars, that they had ^ vendued and sold** 
several of the rights of negligent proprietors, and had inserted 
the names of new proprietors in the place of some of those 
whose names were to be fonnd in the origbal charter from 
New Hampshire. Uierefore," said they, ^ if it be consistent 
with yonr pleasnre to inoourage iis» his Majesty's liege snb- 
jed% in the settlement of so wilderness a Land as that is, and 
grant ns also year PMection, as there are many more imder 
the like OircomstaiioeSi it may mudi inlarge the Fhmneei 
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and his Majesty's English settlements." " And we cannot bnt 
Bejoice," they continued, "when we so fullj persoade our- 
selves that your Excellency's highest ambition ia to strengthen 
and enlarge all our late acqniations by Regular and Industrious 
Iiihabitiinte; and when once yon shall please to make your 
Pleasure known to us, we shall with aU Keadiness Comply 
therewith ; and if it be your Pleasore to ratify to us those 
Lands we once supposed stood fair for ns to settle, we shall nn- 
donbtedly soon (as aome other Towns have Done) Make consi- 
derable Lnprovements thereon. Bat, notwithstanding our ear- 
nest wishes, we do Heartily and Freely snbmit the same to your 
Wisdom and Ftadence." For a long time thb petition re- 
mained unnoticed, and although the Council of New York, on 
the 15th of Jtme, 1772, recommended the issuing of a confirmar 
tory grant of this and sereral other townships, whenever ^his 
Majesty's Instraetions^ should allow of snch a couibc, yet the 
patent was nerer conferred.* 

In the year 1768, Shubael Geer and Amos Babcock, with 
their families, became residents of the town. During their 
stay, which was short, William, son of Shubael Geer, was born. 
After the departure of these tamilies no attempt to effect a set- 
tlement in Andover was made until after the commencement 
of the Revolution. 

The charter of the township of Bradford was issued by Sir 
Ileiiry Moore, Governor of New York, on the 7th of Novem- 
ber, 1766. John French and liis iissociates were named as the 
grantees in the patent After the death of French, AVilliara 
Smith and his jissociates applied for a grant of the township 
and received a new charter on the 28th of March, 1770. At 
the same time tlie name of the town was clianged to Mfvnre- 
town, as a compliment to the govenior. On the 23d ot Octo- 
ber, 178S, thi' name was again altered to Bradford by an act of 
the Legislature of Yennont. The first settlement within the 
limits of the town wa^ made in 1765, before the first charter 
was issued, by John Hosmer or Osmer, who located his cabin 
near the mouth of Wait's river, on the north bank. During 
the foUowing year Samuel Sleeper and Benoni Wright com- 
menced a settlement near Connecticut riYer, abont a mile and 
a half from the north bounds of the town. According to some 

T., ir. 7M. 
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statements it would seem tliat tliere were but ten families in 
the town in 1771. in uu account of the condition of Bradford, 
conimuuicaled to Governor Moore in 1770, it is stated that at 
that time the town contained tliirty faniilies. In the same ac- 
count particular mention is made of Sleeper's house," on Con- 
necticut river. Andrew B. Peters became a resident of Brad- 
ford in 1771, and in the following year the tir»t grist-mill \vi\& 
built by John ]*eter8, on the south side of AVait's river. In 
consequence of the careless manner in which tlie lands in this 
towTisliip were surveyed and granted, much trouble and v(>xa- 
tious litigation arose. The history of many of the neighboring 
towns discloses siniihir disputes concerning boundary lines and 
conflicting grants. An account of proceedings of this nature, 
although it might prove entertaining to those curious in disen- 
tangling the intricacies of land titles, would not posBees an inte- 
reet Bnfficientlj general for these naxratiye pagesy and is there- 
fore omitted. 

Of the other towns comprised in the eastern section of Ver- 
mont, to which reference has not been made, noae^ it is be- 
lieved, were Fettled before the year 1770, with the exoepticni of 
Kewbnrj.* The arrow-heads and domestic implements of a 
mde mannfacture, which hare been fonnd within the limits of 
this town, afford eondnsire evidence that it most have been at 
an early period the site of an Indian village. Gen. Jacob Bay- 
ley of Newbniy, MassaohnsettB^ was probably the first white 
settler. In a letter written by him firom Newbnry, Vermont, 
on the 8d of October, 1768, he remarked : — ^ lis but seven 
years smce I strode the first stroke here^ at which time there 
was not one inhabitant on the river for seventy miles down, 
none eastward for sixty, none betwe^ ns and Canada, and now 
almost all the Lands are settled and settling in almost every 
town on the east side of the river." It does not appear tliat 
Gen. liailey was a resident of the town until 17<)4. In October 
of that year he brought his family to Newbury, and thence- 
forward mitil the time of his death, at the age of eighty-nine, in 
March, 1815, he devoted liiiaself with cheerfulness and assiduity 
to the service not only of his adopted town but of his country. 

♦ Attempts were doubtlesa made at an early period, to effect setUemeuts north 
of Kewbuiy. In 1 7 66, Jonathan Grout of Petersham, Massachusette, declared that 
he and Us awwiatea had ealtiT«t«d landa in the town of Xiian«nbiirg|b» whioh 
town, aoMvAng to his statemflnt, was " Thirty Ifilfla HSghw np ConoMlioafc 
Btvor than any athar Sattlammt on Said Rivar.** 
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In March, 1702, Suinufel Sleeper, a Quiiker preacher from 
Ilaiapton, New Ilampshire, moved with his family into Xew- 
bnrv. Kc' was in the employ of Gen. Uailey, and seems to have 
borne the character of a l':oo<1 citizen, until being unduly "moved 
by the i?pirit," he began tu create diBturbauce by iuttviTuptin^ 
the minister while preaching, with laudatory and condemnatory 
exclamations. Various persuasive means were employed to in- 
duce him to alter his behaTior, but without Bucoeee. One of his 
£c»lIowerB, a certaiii Benoni Wright, was even more obetreperous 
than hh master. Punishment was at last resorted to, and was 
followed by good effects. Wright reeeiYed " ten lashes, well 
kid oil" Sleeper was oonfined in a eeUar, and wkea tqIobo- 
9dy was Infonned that he would ** leeeiTe thirty lashes m full 
tafe" should he oostiiiiie to ezhihit his peealiar propeasioak 
Pinding that thej could not enjoy the license to which they 
deemed themselFes entitled, Wright and Sleeper ramoyed to 
Bradford in 1760. Three other penons, £unilieB» 
osme into the town from New Hampshiie daring the year 176% 
namelyy ISioinaB OhamberUun of Dnostahle, Eidiard CSumber- 
lain of Hinsdale, and John Haaleton <tf Hampstead.* 

The charter of Newbury was issued by Governor Benning 
W€ntw<jrth of New Tlampshire, on the 18th of March, 1763. 
The grantees were Jacob Bayley and seventy-four eiiites. 
The first meetinfr f<»r the choice of town othcers wati held at 
Plaistow, IS'ew ] I aiupshire, on the IStJi of June, 1763. Jesse 
John^^jn was chuben town clerk, Caleb Jolinson, conetiible, and 
Jacob Kent, Benjamin Eniergon, and John llazen, selectauen. 
Tlie proprietors, also, vot( d to unite with the mhabitants of 
Haverhill "in payin*^ a jneacher f the teim of two or three 
moutiisv' during the follownig ^'fall or winter." The arrival of 
Koah White^ Xhomaa Johnson, and Jacob Keat-f in this year, 

• BetAey, dAQghter of John Ilftzleton, was the &r6t child bora in Uie town. Her 
bvUi took plaoa in 1768^ In fh« aun« yoar was bora the fint male «lilld, Jaoob 
Biylcj CfllilDberlatn, son of Thomas Chamberlain. Agreeable to a proniMol the 
original proprietor, that the mother of the first male child should be entitled to * 
bounty of one hundred ncres of land, the prenunm wm awarded to Mrf. Chamber- 
lain. Betsey Hazleton "was the wife of the famous Ivehemiah Lovewell, who 
brarely fought at Banker BHl and other plAoea." She died Nov. 1 9th, 1850, aged 
tigfatj'Mren jenn.— Diompaonli Vi* Ffert IH pi 184 Appendix to Dcmbgli 
CatalofTCK^, p- 1O0* 

f Ci'l. Jacob Kent was born at Chebaeco, Mjuie., Junn 11th, 1726, and Mary 
WhiU', hia wife, was iHirn at Plaintow, N. H., August 1 ith, 1736. Mrs. K>Tit «nr- 
tived her hu«band many years, and liv^d to a great age. — Powera's Cuoa Cuuutry, 
^ 60. 
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gaT« a new Impetai to the Mttlement ; James Abbott, John 
TApHn, Firye Baylej, and Ebeneser White^ were also among the 
eftrlj aettletB, and rendered valoable aaBistance in advancing the 
intereetB of the town. The first meeting in Newbniy for the 
election of town officen, was held on the 12th of Jnne^ 1764b 
Jacob Kent was chosen town derk, John Hadeton, constable^ 
and Jacob Baylej, Jacob Kent, and James Abbott, selectmen. 
Ihrooi^ the uslnunentalil^ of the Ber« Peter Powers, of Hoi* 
lis, New Hampshire, a church was oiganised in Newbniy dop- 
ing the M of 1764. On the S4th of January, 1765, Mr. Powers 
was Bolicited to " take the spiritual charge of this newly consti- 
tuted church and society in the wildemees." lie accepted the 
call on the Ist of Tebruary following, and on the 2Tth of the 
same month, preached hi^ own installaticm sermou at Hollis, 
New Hampshire. 

For the puq)ose of securing the title to the lands in the town- 
ship of I^ewbury, Gen. Bay ley obtained from Governor William 
Tryon of New York, a confirmation charter. By the terms 
of this instrument, which was dated Mnroli 17th, 1772, Bailey 
and twenty -four associates were constituted grantees in trust for 
the proprietors and settlers under the Isew Hampshire char- 
ter. The whole trust was afterwards assigned to Bailey, 
who gave a bond to deed the lands to those to whom they 
belonged. « 

With the cessation of French aggressions^ Indian hostilities 
had now come to an end. Hie adventurer, as he paddled his 
canoe np Oonnecticnt river, with his little 'stock of baggage 
and provisions, feared no longer the ambnsh on the shore ; and 
the emigrant in his new home^ lay down to sleepy feeling suie 
that no midnight foe was near to plunder and destroy. Induce- 
ments to settle in the new territory were, it is tme, not aa 
great as they had been represented by vnprincipled specular 
tors. The soil on the banks of the Oonnecticnt was fertile^ and 
the mountains were well wooded, but the dimate was severe^ 
and for many years nothing but a bare subsistence could be 
expected in return for the most painful toiL Still Ihe men and 
women who left their homes in Massachusetts and Oonnecticnt^ 
to extend civilintion and the arts of peace, knew well the 
nature of their undertaking, lliough some quailed beneath 
the burdens which want compelled tiiem to bear, there were 
but few who by reason of their .sufferings relinquished their 
design, or who, from their own experience, warned their friends, 
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who were beutatUig wheliher to join them or abide at home, 
to piimie the latter ootine.* 

* New York Coloaud MS3., in office See. State, K T., Land Papen, Norember 
IStli, 1764, 3fay 7th, HAS, vol. xviii. : Angast 16th, 17th, 23d, Septwnber 19th, 
28th, 1785, voL xix: Octol < r yth, 28th, 80th, 81«t, November 2d, 17t)5, Febru- 
ary 8d, Julj ISth, 1766. vol zz.: June 25tii, July Uth, 16th. 16th. September 
M, Oelobir etli, 1766, roL xd: OatoW 11^ Votm^ Sd, DMMiilMr 2d, 
1Y66, ToL niL OMndl Miaiitai^ in oOm Sao. Blita^ V. T., 176«-177S» OMm 
TIK 1766, Yol X3dx. Thompeoa** Vt nazcttcpr, ed. 1824, pp. 280, 26a Thomp. 
8on*s Vt. ed. 1842, Part ni , pp. 8, 29, 47, fiS, 74. 19, 80, 87, RS, 124, ir;n, ].}o, 
142, 147, 150, 160, 171, 176. 1^^4, 198. Apppndii to Deiui[ig:'H CjitftlML'uo of 
Vt Officers, pp. 1;^^, 147, 161, It^ii, 116, Doc lHnL H. Y., Iy. 6ti6. i'uwerb d Cuoe 
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OMAxnunov w opmimtiIup oodstt 

Ettly BoondHiM of N«w York— OontroTtiay ooaMnbg IIm Vew Hamp- 

shire Gnnt« — ProclainatioDa of Lieut.-Oov. Coldoi and Got. Wentworth — 
Order in Council — " Unlimited County of Albfinr" — Propo«»flU to establish 
Counties on the "Grants." — Additional Officers appumted in Aibauy County- 
Cumberland County eetablished by Charter — ProvLiiuna of the Charter — Hoad 
Law— BradfiMrdr— Estimyagant Onuiti by tho Crown— Repeal of tho Aet mta^ 
blilliiBg Cumberland County — Cumberland County re-established hy Letters 
Patent from the King — OWrvnttons of Cadwnllader Colden — Laws to prohibit 
the cutting of Maying Timber— Comluct of Gov. John Wentworth, the Sur- 
veyor-General — Arrest of Willard JJe&u and William Dean Jr. — Arrott of 
Ebeneaor lishei^His BeloMO— Voluntary Snmador of Gtpt Wflliom Doon— 
Friondly Intorfannoo of CoL SoidimI Wells and John Oiool— Tha Doaiia iah^ 
prisoned in Now York— Got. Wentw rth'^ T otter and Maoiorial— Bapoft of 
the Conunitlao of th« flroTinoial Qonncil of JS^w York. 

While New Ketherland was a Dutch provmce, its northern 
limit had been placed at the river St, Lawrence, and the 
Freeh* river had washed its eastern boundaries. Wlien Charles 
n. gave the province of New York to his brother Jamee, its 
area included '^all the land from the west side of Oonnecticnt 

* 

liTer, to the east side of Delaware bay." The goyenunenta of 
HassachnaettB and Connecticut had in several instances en- 
croached upon the torritoiy claimed hy JSTew York, but the 
difficulties resulting from these trespasses had usually been ami- 
cably settled or at least temporarily adjusted. Kever until 
now had there been an attempt to deprive New York, hy s} ste- 
matized action, of rights and domains which she claimed as her 
own. As has been previously stated. Governor Wentworth of 
New Hampshire had, as early as 1750, made grants of land 
west of Connecticut river and north of the Massachusetts line. 
At the close of the Prench war he renewed the same course, 

• Oonneotioat 
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and pursued it with eo much vigor, that at the end of the year 
1763 he had, with hut Httle show of discretion, divided almost 
the whole of the New Hampshire Grants into townships, 
and distributed them among flatterers, followers, and adrentu- 
rers. In some cases the names of deserving men had appeared 
in the patents, but die proprietors were mainly speculators, who 
cared for little else than to sell at advanoed prices the lands 
which they had obtained by gift. 

The gOTermnent of New York had for some time observed 
irith dissatiBfaetion the course which Governor Wentworth was 
pmnuig, and had to no purpose remonstrated against it The 
time for more strennons measures had now arrived. On the 
S8th of December, 1763, a prochtmation was issued by lient- 
Governor Cadwallader Oolden of Kew York, dechuing Con- 
necticut river to be the eastern boundary of that province, and 
commandirfg *'all judges, justices, and other civil officers'* 
holding commissions tmder New York "to exercise jurisdiction 
in their respective functions, as far as to the banks of Connecti- 
cut river." He also enjoined the sheriff of Albany county, 
within whose shrievalty the district in question wiia comprised, 
to return to him tho naiaes of all per^^ns " who under the grants 
of tlie government of Xew Hampshire " then held or should 
continue to liold possession of any lands west of Connecticut 
river, that they might be proceeded against according to law.* 

Governor 'W'entworth, nowise intimidated by this manitest, 
which lie termed "very extraordinary,-' pul)ii>lnjd a e^amter- 
proclamation on the 13th of March, 1764, for the ])nr[)o?e of 
asserting the rights of New Hampshire, and encouraging those 
who had begun settlements under charters from that province, 
^ to be industrious in clearing and cidtivating their lands agree- 
able to their respective grants." In Governor Wentworth's com* 
missioQ from the King, dated July 3d, 1741, the southern 
boundary Mne of New Hampshire was described as extending 
west, " till it meets with our otlicr governments." The western 
limits of Massachusetts and Connecticut were within twenty 
miles of Hudson river. These were the limits of his Majesty's 
« other governments,'' and Wentworth declared tiiat it was 

• Doo. Hist N. T., iv. A68HW0. At tfie d«to of thit proeluutba, the iii]w> 
bitants in tlie country between Lake Cliamplain nnr! Conr erticnt river wcrc"Teiy 
few, nT\<\ filmost entirely roii&oed to the towaahips of Hinsdale, Westminster, 
Beaoingtoii, and iiockiughaai."-^}!^ D^XMition of Joceph Blanob«rd, March i»t» 
1771. 

9 
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right that the woptcni extent oi rlie province of New HampfiLire 
shonld be as gn ;if. Wltilo making these Ftatoinentg, he waa 
careful to oinit an irnportiiut expUiuation. iU* trespass, Massa- 
chusetts and Connecticut had Btretchod their limits far beyond 
the line assigned diem by charter. But they had acknowledged 
the encroachment, and by treaties New York had ceded to them 
the lands oyer which they had attempted to ngDfp aiith r rity. 

It was eyident that neither of the goyemors would yield. 
Ikecourse was had to the King, and the whole subject was laid 
before him. By an Order in Conncil, d»ted July dOtb, 1764, 
he declared ^'the weetem banks of the river Conneeticot, ftom 
where it mtm ihe proyinoe of the IfMaehnsetts Bay, tm fkr 
north as the forty-fifth degree of northem latitude^ to b§ the 
bonndaiy line between the said two proyinees of Kevr Haonp- 
shire and New York." This declaration was published on the 
lOth of April, 1765, by the Goyemor of New Yoric. As to its 
import, it might seem that there oonM haye been no di^Ter* 
ence of opinion. But the force of the infinitive was by no 
means definitive. "The government of New York 6U]>]>c>sed 
that the words to he gave tlie order a retrosjpcciive operation, iind. 
* construed them as a declaration that the river aUvayt, had been 
the eastern limits of New York ; consequently that the grants 
made by the Governor of New Hatnpshire were invalid, and 
that the lands might be grantv<l a^'ain.* On the contrary, the 
grantees under New Hampshire patents, understood tliese words 
in the future tense, as a declaration that the Connecticut river 
was to he from that time forward onlv, the line of division 
between the two ])rovinces, and ' consequently that their grants 
being derived from the crown, through the medium of one of its 
goyemors, were valid.' Thus arose a fresh dispute, which for 
ten years continued to excite litigation and ammosity, imfoyor- 
able to the progress of humanity, and prejndicial to the settle- 
ment and civilization of the disputed territory.* 

At the time when tlie Order in Council was promulgated by 
the proclamation of Governor Golden, the landa east of 
Green Mountains and west of Oonnectieut river, notwithstand- 
ing the numerous grants of Governor Wentworth, were but lit- 
tle cultivated, and very sparsely inhabited. According to some 

• Poc. llist N. Y. iv. 670-672, 674. :)75. N. Y. Colonial MSS. in office Sm. 
SUU N. Y., Mondtton and Ck>Iden, 1763, n64> TdL Ooidia nA VboNb 
ItM-nas, ToL aaliL BtDnwp'a Hirt. N. H.» a SU, S16. 
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accountft the whole niimber of fkmiKes tietded witlhin those liniifB 
were not orer axty. Other statementB raised this iramber 
to seventy, aod one supposition was, ^at there might bo a 
hnndmL Nor were ill these the fSunilies of original proprie- 
tors. Most of them were purchasers imdm* some of the letten 
patent which had been issued bj New Hampshire fx very 
small consideratione, and some were settlers mider the squatter's 
title which had cost nothing.* 

The whole of the Kew Hampshire Grants, although not added 
to, was supposed to be indnded within iStm IhoiU of the 
** unlimited county of Albany," and the sheriff of that county 
"was authorized to exercise his authority from the banks of Con- 
necticut river to the sliores of Lake Champlaia. The courts 
were held in the city of Albany, and hither, or to the city of New 
York, all were obliged to resort wlio wished to transact bnsiness 
with the officei-fi of government. Tlieir remoteness from these 
places, wan an inconvenience r\\">t sensibly felt by the new pset- 
tlers. The connty of Albany appeared to them unreasonably 
larcro, and in its division they foresaw relief from the dilHcnlties 
under which they labored. To eftect a chant^e. recourse was 
bad to petitions. The first presented to lieutemuit-droyemor 

• Joseph BlAUohard, who, ia the j«ar 1766, numbered the iiikabitauta from 
Btt ttto bo i on gh to HsTtM» dadttedtluiikm the New Bampahire Qrantik eait of 

the Green Moontaiai, "there were Dot, <« « large 0(»in|nitatioiL ehoye BSxtj 
Families settled as Claimants" nnder grants from that province; "that these 

Iiiha*>i*.'vr!t* wprf («<'fttt*>r<>«1 in Eleven To-n'nshipB h"inp on OinnocHcut RlTer, nnd 
in three Townaiiipa lying back of the Kiver on the Southemioet Part of the whole 
Tract," aaJ that even in these townships, cultivation was but ju«t begiuningf 
Hioadele^ Brettleborot^h, WeBtmineter, end Putney bong excepted, where more 
advance had been made.— HSk depoeltien, Ifovdi lef^ 17f 1* 

The opinion of Simon Stevens, one ef the memhera oT^e Oensral Assembly of 
yew Hampshire, "was, thnt " thrr<* were not scvonty fumilies within the limits 
above deacribed that these *' were scattered in about a dozen tttwubhipi* " on 
Conuecticnt river, and that the Chief of them " were iu Brattleborough, We&t- 
mineter, Poftney, nnd RoeUag^haan. Hie eame rlem vere alio held by Samnd 
Weill ef Biatileboroiigh, one <rf the judges of the Intmot Oourt of OoauMiL 
Pleas, and one of hia Majesty's justices of Uie peace for the county of Cumberland. 
Oliver Willord, an ossistaut judge in the court above named, and an inhabitant 
of the town of Hertford as early as 1763, stated tiiat " the Proclamations by the 
OoTemmeotB of Nov ToA and New Hampshire notifying his Majesty's Determi- 
■aim of tM Boondary betireen tikne Qovevnraeirti^ w«re Yiiy Pid^ 
»t the time of their publication ; that there might then have been " sbont one 
l: ;ri'lrf^ 1 Fnmi1i»»^ settled in nil that Country Eastward of the Green Mountains, 
foriiK-rly claimed by New Hampshire," and tliat " tlioge luhn^itnnt?! were scattered 
through ubout Twenty I^twta or Townships of about six miles square each, and 
priucii-ally along Conneetient Bfrer."— Doe. Hiit K. Y., it. M8, 696, 697, 70L 



Digitized by Google 



182 



[im 



OoldeD, was dated October 9tli, 1765, and was signed by 
Itomas Chandler, Isaac Man, David Wooster, Daniel Jones, 
and Robert Harpur, "in behaif of themselves and their asso- 
ciates, inhabitantB of the northern part" of the province of Kew 
York. They proposed that the " Grants " ahould be divided by a 
north and south line, which should follow the come of the ridge 
of the mountains ; that two countiQe should be erected to the east 
of this line and three to the west; that the eastern conntieB 
should be divided by a line extending from the north-eastern 
comer of the township of N<nwieh to the line extending along 
the ridge of the mountains; that the most southern of tiie 
western coonties shotdd be bounded on the south by the north- 
ern line of Massachusetts extended ae fbr west as the mouth of 
the Mohawk river at Half Moon, and on the north by a line 
drawn east fh)m Fort Miller to the line of the mountains; that 
the middle county should adjoin the last mentioned county, 
and extend north to a line drawn fh>m the norQi end of Lake 
George to the mountain line ; that the other county should com- 
prise all the land between tlie north line of the middle county 
and tlio forty-fifth parallel, and that thu western limits of the 
threu l;ist mentioned counties should be left to the discretion of 
the governor. They further proposed that the lower county on 
Connecticut river should l)e called Golden, and that its county 
town, of the same name, should be located in the township of 
New Flamstead ; that the upper county should be called Ster- 
ling, and that Kewburj should be assigned as itn county town, 
in the township of that name ; that the soutlicm county to tlie 
west of the Green mountains should be called Manchester, and 
that its county town should be located at Stillwater ; that the 
middle county should be called Kingsbury, and that the county 
town should be situated in the township of Kingsbury ; tliat the 
last county should be called Pitt, and that its county town 
should be fixed at Hospital Point on the east side of Lake 
Ohampiain, near Crown Point Having detailed these ]>ropaai- 
tions, they prayed that the counties and towns they had men- 
tioned, might be established under the reetrictionB appointed 
by his Majesty's instructions."^ 

13us petiti«m was on the 16th of October followed by another, 
in whicii tiie petitioners, in view of the unwillingness manifested 

• MSS. Council Minote*, in oflBce ?cc. State N. Y., 1765-17RS, 3wvi. 22. 
BnittleborougU Semi- Weekly Eegle, Thundiiy, September 21th, 1849. Doe. 
Hi«t. N. Y.,iT. 678-580. 
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by the CJomicil of Kew York to erect tibe five ooanties before 
proposed, -expreesed their readmen to withdraw that leqaest 
At the same time they did not &il to aaaert their belief in the 
neoesflity of "flome establiehment^' by which vioe might be 
detected, and the inhabitants protected in recoYering their jnat 
dnea. To effect these rcBoltB, they desired that a eoanty b j the 
name of Golden might be erected, to be Hndted on the east by 
Ckmneedeut river, on the west by the height of land,'* on the 
north by the forty-filth parallel, and on the sonth by the north 
Une of the province of Massachnsetts Bay. They further 
requested that the county town might be located at New Fhiui- 
Ftead, and that the county might be vested with such privileged 
as it had been u^ual to grant in eimilar cases.* 

On tiie 22d of October, a third attempt was made to draw 
the attention of the Council of New York to the wants of tiie 
new settlers. " It is now near six months," eaid the petitioners, 
"since to our kii Dwlcdge, we became inhabitantB of this pro- 
vince, and have been ever since witlioiit law. Notwithstand- 
ing we have made application to be protected, as yet we are 
not answered. Should we be annexed to the county of Albany, 
as proposed by some, we shall still lye imder such a disadvan- 
tage that justice cainiot be had, and to appoint justices in some 
few of the towns^ without proper offlcers to execute warrants, &c., 
we hnmbly conceive will never answer y« end ; and in what 
way any officer (if they should be appointed) can exeente his 
office, 80 far as to carry a delinquent to Albany, for onr part we 
are at a loss fto determine], as there can be no passing from 
Oonnecticnt river to Albany withont going thro' the province of 
the Messachnsetta Bay, and as soon as an officer gets across the 
line of the province, his office leaves him, and tilie delinquent 
makes Itie escape; and in what way any constables can be 
chosen to execute any small precept, &c., till the towns are 
incorporated, we mast confess we cannot telL" Other argu- 
ments ftvoring the establishment of a new coon^ were addnced, 
backed by urgent supplications for immediate action. 

Hie committee to whom ihese applications had been made, 
nnaUe longer to ignore the subject, submitted a report on the 
day in which this last petition was received. They declared that 
the accounts they had received had been " very contradictory 

• MSS. Council Minutes in office 3eot State N. Y., lYeS-ltSS, xxyL 22. Br*t- 
tleborongh Semi- Weekly Eagle. M<Miday» October Ut^ 1849. Boa Bist Y., 
IT. 580, 68L 
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and nnsatiefactory tliat the inhubitaiiU uf that portion of the 
province held their lands, as yet, bv an equitably title oulj ; 
tliat tliey were wholly " unacquainted with tlie laws of the pro- 
vince, and the modes of dispensing justice therein that Ports- 
inoutli, the place to which they had j)reviously resorted to 
attend tiie courts of justice, was at a greater distance than the 
city of Albany, that should the committee to suit a.fre- 
sent conv^enoe^ advise the lonning a part of the pievince bo 
little known into a county, when it must shortly become expedi- 
ent to new model it, private property would be greatly inj ured, by- 
altering the seat of the conria of juatice and otherplaceeof puhtie 
leaorL^ FortiuBe leaaona the c< >innuttee reported adverselif to 
a new comity, bnt recommended the appointment of a mm' 
petmt number of fit penaons for the oonBerration of the peace, 
and the administration of justice in that part of the provincik''* 
In accordance with this tnggestioii, commiaBions were uaned 
on the 20th of Jannary^ 1766» and twenty-one additional jwtim 
of the peace were aj>puiated Ibr the adminiBtratioa of the laiia 
withiii the connly of Albany. Of this number, ThomaaChan- 
dler, WilUam Gilliland, Joseph Lord, Isaac Mann, Robert Havpw 
Jacob Bay ley, and Samuel Wells, were assigned of the Qmma^f 
and to all these neiHy commissioned officers, the sheriff a«d 
constables of Albany eounty were commanded to yield obedi- 
ence. By an act of the British parliament which extended 
over the Enirli^^ll colonies, all civil and military <»thcei*s were 
required to Uike and 5ul)r>cril>c lliL-ir names t<» tlie oaths ut" ulle- 
giance, snpremacj. , and abjuration. Tliomas Chai idler, Williaui 
Gilliiaiid, and Isaac Mann, were empowered to tender and ad- 
minister these oaths, and a Dedimus Potestatem cuntinncd to 
them this authority. At the request of Sir Henry >re, 
(jrovernor of Kew York, meaisui-eB were taken to ascertain the 
number of men between Connecticut river and the Green 
Mountains capable of bearing arms. According to tlie report 
of Tliomaa Chandler, presented on the 20th of January, there 
were in the southern portion of that distariot about six huxidred 

• MSa Ckmncil Minntet in office Sec dtat^ IT. T., lt66-17S8. xxri SSi Uni^ 
tloborougTi Semi-WeeUy Eagle, Monday, OoWber Ut, ISif } llmidiJrMllMr 
4lh, 184? l>oc. Hist. K. Y., W. 681-684. 

f Four yiMira (>reTioiie, fifby<^Te justices bad receiTed conumHeiona in Albany 
«onnty. Tli« wlioitt nvnbvr now, wm •eTenty*«k. In Um same ooimty fiftMB 
ft w o M had hma pwfimsly appoigta4 oltli» f^m iii i Tlw whxHm mvmhn wm 
mm tvanty-iwo. The dntios <rf Umm oOaw wift tla» pvtansd hy ths nm^ 
ben 9t th« GoaMU and bj tb« AUoney OmuuL 
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men,* and in liie nortLern portion about one half that number, 
answering to this description. A proposition was then made, 
that two regiments sliould be formed, and tliat the command 
of the Bonthem one should be aligned to Thomas Chandler, 
azud of the nortliern one, to Jacob Bajlej. Thia suggestion, as 
aa il i«iated to the aanthem regiment, was carried into effect, 
and mililaKy oompanif's were formed in saTaral towna. There 
-ttil extant a comiuisaion, signed by 11. Moore, bearing date 
J^ebniary 27tli, 176^ appointing "Simon Stevenatobe C:i] tain 
of the £i|^th Company of foot, in the Begiment of Militia 
-vlieBeof ^Aomaa (Chandler Esqr. la Ck>l^ to Oooaiat of tiie Jnha/- 
InteBta of Bprmgfield," and thia durographj in tke commiHaiop 
la tiiai of the OoLond himsel£ Hie nonunation of civfl offlceia 
in tibe nordiem part of Albany county lumog been oonfimted 
by the Governor, a meeting of the justioea of the peace and 
qoonun, iraa called at Bockingihaiin, on the 37th of Februiu v, at 
wtSnk time constableB were appointed far five of the principal 
towns.t In this manner an attempt iru made to preaerve^ at 

* lo ft letter from Sir Henry Jloore, Governor of Xew Yorlc, t<^) tLo Earl of 
Shelbnrne. dated "Fort GtMirgo, Now York, luh Jnno, 1767," ooeur tlicae words: 
•*I afterwards issued out CoTninissioiia for funuing n Militiu in th«)-*e j)nrt«, nnd in 
MMDe mot I til 8 afterwards a reiuru waa nunie to me of the Kegimeut formed 
thOTt^ tnonaUd to vpwardt ct lix hiuditad dmii. I Mold help «s- 
pt owing mnah siUi&etaon ftt iMing m» krge ft R^tuni, ftid wqpMtadto find that 
the number of fwnffift Wit in proportion to it^ but the Officer who made it, 
TvoTiM not Impme mo^, nnd told th'- in n vory indentions manner, thnf n «xroat 
nuiiiber of Faniilies couccriieil in tbose Lands, resided either in New Eugland, 
New ljLiuup«Lure, or ConuecUout^ and bad never been upon them; that some of the 
most ftetivtt young People oat of «aeh family were tent thero to begin the Settle* 
meotl^ mftoy of whom at the clme of the Huinnier returned to their Uorao^, whQe 
others more induttrioos, contujued there in the Winter that by forwarditif; their 
improvements, they might more readily pove tlie way for thc»e whn flid not 
choose to 4iaoounter aU the difficultya of a New SetUement^ but would rather 
wait till aome improTementa were made before thij remored. Ttt lame Bte|ie 
coold not be tftken ibr the aemee of fliet part of die Ctmttj to the Korth of 
the County of Oomberland. for fthtioagh the Diatrict waa kurge esongh to ftm ft 
Countv of the ?ftnit» ottrnt, v*»rv f»»w Tm]>rovi»mi^rjta had been made iftftftj of lllft 
Town^-lii]*'* except in Uuit of N> \v bury." — Doc Hist* X. Y., iv. 595. 

iu a puasage preceding iim extract, it is stated that liie regimeut in the new 

temtoiywwfonBedftllerthoeetablidkaMirtoflhoeoantyflf Ihk 
iiftniilihik tho "Iftw tor ereoring fte Oe— ^ ef OmnbeiiMidt* waa petd 
Sd, l)66w The oommiasiona to offioen in the Mir wginwit werft dftiedt 

tome of th«»m, as early aa the preee^linsr >Vhnmry. 

f Nathan Karll wa« chosen constable for the lown of Chester, Joel Stone for 
the town of Windsor, Abiel C9ian^>erlain for the town of Newbury, Simoa 
Smravfbr thft town d Qpringileld, nd MeU Wright tor the town of Wert- 
ninettrr-Hngiy ua Bookof CoganManeinofleeaee. Stete^lT. T.. mi-mo^ 
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least, tlic forms of justice. As the result of these measures, a 
better state of inanuei-B was observable iu the new settle- 
ments. 

Although the benefits resulting from the new gvst^ni wore 
not to be despised, jet many of the inconveniences before com- 
piained of Btill remained, nor did it appear tliat any of the 
means proposed could remove tlicra, the formation of a new 
county excepted. As the road then ran, meet of the inhabit- 
ants were distant from Albany one hundred and fifty^ and 
Bome of tliem two hondred niilea. In that city the courts and 
public electionB were held, and thither it was abflolately neoefr- 
aary that a number of the settlers ahonld annually reeort. 
With difficulty could the sheriff of Albany county serve a pro> 
cess in the northern part of his bailiwick ; and not without a 
guard of a dosen men, could he with safety convey a prisoner 
or a debtor through the woods and over Ihe mountains to the 
jaQ at Albany. There were, it is true, dvil and military 
officers in abundance in the new district, but the latter could 
not assist the former, even were their assistance needed, for the 
power of the former was not much regarded, and there were 
no places of confinement or means of punishment near at hand, 
as a terror to the eyil-doers who might be arrested. Urged on 
by these potent considerationB, a number of those who had 
formerly pleaded for a comity, besought the Council of New 
YorJ., on the IGth of June, fur the same boon. On this occa- 
sion their roquefet was soc<)n(U"(l by the Governor, iual :he 
Council of New York resjioiuU'il fav()ra])ly to the n}ip]icatiou. 
A portion of tlio New llauqj&hire (irants, situated between 
Comieclicut river and the Green Mountains, was, on the od of 
July, erected into a county by tlie name of Gnni])erland, and 
its boundaries were duly established.* To the inhabitants 

V. 812. Brftttleborongh Benii Wi ckly EtgU, Moiid*y, May 6th; Moadmj, Ifaj 
Sflth, 1850. Doc Hist. N. Y., iv. 6S»\. 

* The boundariea of Cumberland county, as first wtablisheU, bare been pre- 
viowlyteeitodoiipages 1, 2. In t&««t«rMti]igtib6MO^70f Ciiml»«biid,tli« 
fMivwing Moditioii ww inMiiad : ** PioTid«d dwftyi, and it it h«r«bj MMtod by 
1h» Mithority afuraMud, That if any lands lie within tliA Ommty afofaiaid. wlach 
are held by (Jrnnte un-l.-r the Great Seal of tlie Colony of Now TTnnip-liir. , by 
Ilia Mai'^sty in Council on the '2"th dny of .]u\y, 1704 : such latuls fliall b<! and 
remain within, and be part of the County of Albany, Anything herein contained 
totk«eontrMy,ootwithtt«i4i]ig." Aeeovding to tb« tarns «f tliia protiiOk tiM 
gmter part of Um territory comprised williiD iMmndaof Oiiaib«taiid«omilj, 
would itill hftTO NBMiDod m pMt of tiio oovrtj of AliMiiy. 
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were granted ail the powen and piiTilegea mjoyed by the other 
ooontieB and towns in the proTinoe, excepting only the choioe 
of members to repfesent the connty in the FroTineial Aflaem* 
blj, which privilege was withheld the present. 

Li another portion of the act for the formation of the C01U1I7' 
of Oomberlandy pnmgion waa made for the mction of a oonrt- 
hooae and jaiL The freeholderB and inhabitanta of the oonnty 
were anthorised to elect Baperviaorsy aaseesoray oollectora, a 
treasnrer, and other eonntjr offioerB, in order that the public 
and n eeeo ea r y charges " of the province mi^t be defrayed, the 
poor maintained, and vagabondism disconntenanced. At the 
meeting next after theur appointment, the snpervisorB were di- 
rected to levy and collect of those residing or scjonming in the 
oonnty, a snm not exceeding two hnndred pounds, to be applied 
in oonatracting a court-house and jail. Cheater, being the 
most conyenient'' among the townships, and nearest the 
centre " of the county, wjls selected as the location for these 
buildings, and the siicriti: was ordered to comjnite mileage 
from the court-house. By uiiutlitr act, passed July 15tli, tlie 
"judges and justices duly authorized in that behaltV' were di- 
rected to hold "yearly and every year " in the luwiLship of 
Chester, a court of Common Pleae, to hear, and according to 
the laws of England and the province of I^ew York, " to try 
and determine all buits, quarrels, controversies and diiiereuces," 
which mierht arise, in the technical language of the ordinance, 
between any of the loving subjects " of the county, " above 
the value of forty shillings.'' A court of General Sessions of 
tlie Peace was also established, and the fii-st Tuesday in June 
and the first Tuesday in November in each year were selected 
as the days on which these judicatories were to commence 
their seeeioDB. The length of each term session was hmitad 
to four days, and the two courts were authorized to eit at the 
same time, in order that businees might be " constantly pro- 
ceeded in and all unnecessary attendance avoided." Com- 
petent men were selected as judges and aasistant justices of the 
court of Common Pleas. Justices of the peace and other county 
officers were appointed, and a foundation was laid for administer* 
ing the law in accordance with the most approved methods.* 

» New York Colonial MSvS., in office Sec. ^fatp, N. Y , 1766, 17^^?, xt^iv.; Book 
of CommiAsions, 1751-1770, v. 820; Council Minutes, 1765-1783, xa:vi 01. Doc 
Hilt N. Y., iT. 687, 688, 594 Brattleboroiigh Semi- Weekly Kagie, Thuwday, 
9vbM m, Mond^f, toft 10th, Thursday, Jon* iSfth, IBM; 
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To iBetesse Idie ilaciUtieB of commniiicatvia bttwmi tlie dif- 
Ibreni towns of die new oon&t^, ih^ Legiaiatavey m the 19tk of 
December, pMood an aot '^ftr laying ont, MgDladngv and 
keeping in repair, eammoii aind pnbUo hi^wajv.'^ 1^ this 
act, the ^'freebi^eie aad inhabitaiita^ of the eoanly, were an- 
thorised to choose at theiv aamial towa meetrngs, thxae free- 
hoMera In each towa to eenre ae oonuniBdoiieia for laying out 
and Tegnlating highways, and ae many peanons for marrtjim 
and oveneeiB of highways, as the aaajority of TOten ilnnild 
deem beet Tlioee chosen, were leqniied to aoeept of the 
offices given them. To each overseer a portion of road was 
allotted, of wliicli he was to liave espeeial charge. The com- 
missioners were empowered to construct such roads as thoy 
judged iiecessar}', and in case vi' di-pute as to the most conve- 
nient routes or the connection ol roails between town and town, 
were instructed to call in three commissioners, one from each 
of the neighboring towns not interested, wlio were to detemiiae 
where the road should nin. If any road proved inconvenient, 
the connnissioners of the town or town^ through which it passed, 
were allowed to alter it or lay out anotlicr. The commissioners 
were not allowed to run a road through any per^ion's land 
without his consent, and all disputes as to land damages were 
to be settled by certain fixed regulations which were detailed 
in the act. Any one who ahonld alter, stop up, or leseeiL ^ 
any road laid out by the commissioners, without their eonseni^ 
forf^ted forty fihillings, to be applied by the surreyon towards 
repairing the roads. Public roads were not to be under two 
or over four rods in breadth. The breadth of private ones was 
fixed at twenty feet Persons by or through whoee landa publie 
roads ran, were "obliged to dear and maintain the eame, by 
cutting down the wood, dearing and stubbing up the bradi,* 
and ^ digging up the stones" tihat could be canisd off, to the 
width of one rod. The limbs of the trees oreilkangmg the load 
were also to be lopped and taken away. 

The inhabitants of eadi town were required to woik on tbe 
loads six days in the year, or fbr as long a timeaa waasufflcieiit 
to keep them in repah*. For eadi day's negleot of this service, 
a penalty of four sliilliBgs was incnned. In road work, ^ a 
carriage and a man to manage it," were deemed eqnal to three 
days' work of a single person. The fine for neglect when a 
man was ordered out with his team, was fixed at twelve shil- 
lings per diem. Workmeu wt;rc obliged to furuitih " bpades, 
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1X68, erowB, and piek-axee," or sodi tools as tlie 8arveyQC»iiii|pht 
direct Ift mafciB^ road rep«in, permWoik wbb ^tqh to nae 
the trees ^staiidiiig on llie roade." •Wheo a higbway ^'fiwm 
any town or pla^iakioQ to my mmdowB) saille or eommoa 
landing pUMsea," ran dtfongh any pewm^ land or meadow^ he 
-WBB aUoired, by the appfoval of liie town comndaaoaeiB or the 
'^miQor part of them," to place and hang good, eaay-awiDgiog 
gates, on aodi highways," and hecf ^am la repair at hie own 
cost By other regulatieiia, it waa enacted that an acconnt of 
tile highways ^laid out, altered or stopped np,'' shoukl be cer- 
tified by the commissioneiiB and entered in the eovnty records ; 
that each commissioner should be allowed six shillings per diem, 
when engaged in official duties ; that the siurvevors sliould, 
within eight clay* aiicr iiaviiig received notice to that effect 
firom a justice of the peacej warn the people to work on the 
roads, and that in case the surveyors slioiild neglect to peii'urin 
this duty, tliey sh nild be mulcted forty shillings each. All 
fines were to be apjtlicMl to the repair of the highways. The 
term of this act was limited to fonr years. The principles em- 
bMied in its paragraphs served m the foiuiUation of the town 
regulations of this nature, which now obtain in the state of 
Vermont.* 

Tlie affairs of the new county having been satisfactorily 
arrangcfl (rorcmnr Moore directed his attention to t!ic settle- 
ment of the adjacent country. With the approbation of the 
Provincial CJouncil, a township was laid out for him and others 
anociatcd with him, situated twebre milea distant firom the 
Borthline Cumberland eoaaty, on a epot neither granted by 
Kew Hampshire, nor claimed by any perBons."+ He then 
announced his intention of giving the land eemprised within 
Uiis township to the &unilie8 who would agree to aokniae it, 
provided they woold mannfaetnie year^ a certain amount of 
potash, and pUmt a cettain nnmbor of acres with hemp. On 
the MfllmcDt of liheBe coaditlonj^ he declared thai the fee d 
fb» land Bhoold 1>e Tested ahsolntely in the poeecMota. Aa 
aocn as these terms were made known, applicationa were made 
hy different penena Ibr grants, and belM the adddle of the 
year lWr> foorteen teodliee had settled ia the maw townabqi^ 

» Act of m GMfge nt. In Lm IT. T., Via BohMdkfs cd. 1691-1798, pp, 

4fr-400. 

■f Reference is un«!oiibt«»t1lY bnfl t<> tho towuwliipr^f J-irailfon]. A brieC fotooal 
of the early Mttlemont of iliua place maj be found on jp«ges ii^ li-k 
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and land had been allotted to ten other families in the city of 
New York, and lo several persons in Connecticut and Massa- 
chiisottfi. At this btagc of the undertaking, Governor Moore 
ordered a saw mill and a grist mill to be built for the use of 
tho settlers, and a church to be erected, with a farm attached 
as a glebe for the minister who should occupy its pulpit. In 
aid of religion and education, a township was laid out and 
placed in the hands of trustees " for the use of the ministers of the 
gospel according to the commmiion of the Church of Eoglaod," 
and another was set aside for the benefit of King's now 06- 
lumbia College. While Governor Moore was in this manner 
studying to advance the interests of his subjects, many of them, 
who had formerly obtained land under K( v. TTampahire titles, 
applied to him for confirmaloiy grants. These were in many 
instancea bestowed, and the proprietors were quieted in their 
posflesBioDs by & seeondaiy payment of fees. By tiie Kew 
Hampshire charters, a certain quantity of land in each town- 
ship was reserved by Goremor Wentworth for himself. These 
flhms had in most instances remained uneultiTated and un- 
improved. Oare was now taken that liiis gabeniatorial privilege 
should be no longer allowed, and the GoFemor's rights, as they 
were called, were by the oonjSrmation charters of Kew York 
accorded to those who should dear and culttvate them. 

Although it might have been supposed that the educated 
men in England, in the middle of the eighteenth century, would 
have been HiiiiiciLiitly aci^uainted with the topognnthy of tho 
English colonies in i\jDierica, to have enabled tliem to speak 
and act witli discrimination on matters peilaining to that sub- 
ject, yet such was by no means the case. It was then custom- 
ary for those occupying places of ])Ower and distinction, to 
apply to big Majesty for large grants r>f land in the colon iea 
Tliese applications were generally received witli favor, and the 
goveniors in tlio American colonies were then ordered to locate 
the amount ot land which had been granted, h\ such places as 
the grantees might clioose. By this mode of procedure, most 
extravagant demands were often made of the colonial govemoiB, 
sanctioned by royal autliority, and had these demands been in 
an cases satisfied, the result would have been pernicious in the 
extreme.* 

* Aa instAQOOS of Uio lUAimer ia which lande were bestowed by thd Crown, 
ihe following iMti may be eitod. On the 20th of September, 1765» "Walter 
Bittern In biWfiftlM Bight HcMbkfitephnFo^BttlQC iMft 
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Although the Oooncil of Kew York judged themaelvtt 
authorized to dispoee of the territory between Connecticnt riyer 
and lake GhamplatD, tliej weve still willing to hear the remon- 
Btrances which were firequeDtly made by ihoae in pminnBirinii 
under Kew Hampehire grantB. Yarions petitioDa had already 
Iwen preeentedfcr tnetaof land on the weat aide of Oomiectioat 
rirer, which had been preyionslj granted In townahipe by the 
g O Tera m emtof New Hampehire. The Oonncil coneeiyed that it 
would be improper to le^y to theae petitSona, until they shonld 
be appiiaed of the intereata which would be affected by the anewcor 
they might giye. They therefore deereed^ on the IMi of Febru- 
ary, 1767, that all proceedmgaonthe petitiona which had been 
offered, dboold be aoBpendedy ^ nntU tiie appearance before hJa 
£zoellency in Ooandl, of such principal proprietor or proprie- 
tors of each reepectire township dnly authorized to sue out a 
grant for the same in behalf of all the persons interoBted tlierein, 
and sufficiently prepared to give tlie fullest inforniatiou to the 
Board respecUiig the slmrcs of ihe Bcveral claimants."'- 

Meantime, tlie act by which the county of Cumberland waa 
established, had been, agreeable to tiio laws and statutes of 
England, " transmitted to liis Majesty for Ids royal approljation 
or disallowance." Whether the act itself was inforuial, or 
whether the formation of a county without first consulting the 
home government was regarded as an encroachment on the 
kingly or parliamentary prerogative, does not appear. It is 
plain, however, that the conduct of tlie Governor and Council 
in this instance, was not viewed with favor. Tixe lords of the 
Privy Council for plantation affairs reported adversely to the 
act, and poxvuAnt to their adTice, the King, on the 26th of Jnne, 

Bight ilouorable Henry Fox, Lord Holland ; Charles L«o, £«q. ; Clotworthy 
Upton and hiuiflelf," petitioned Goveraor Henry Moore of New York, that ^e 
20,000 acrea of land which '*Hit Majes^ in Council" had been gradonaly 
plMMd to order to ho gmtod to Mdi of tiieai in tiM Proriaoo of Now Yorlt;'* 
might be located as follows: — 20,000 acres in tho to .vn liips of Fulham and 
Putney, 20,000 twr^f^ in the townahipe of Weathersficl l mi J Wmdsor, 20,000 
acres ia the townsiiips of Hertford and Hartford, 2<'t,00v» acres in tho townships 
of Brattleborough and Goilford^ 20,000 acres in the township ot i:airlee, and 
be l w o eu thrt ind NowlMiiy. Sb Honiy Moore, who had lately bean appointad 
QovcnMv, did not mtAy in ITaw Yatk mlil tba 191b of Kovanbtr ibllawiag, 
and Lieat.-GoT. QoMan, in whose hands the administration of afibirs waa tiian 
plaoed, did not deem it expedient to obey the royal order, and tha petition waa 
laid aaide. — N. Y. Coloninl MSS., I^nd Papers, vol. xix 

* M;^ Council Mmutes, in o£&c« Bee btate, Y., \oL xsux. Doc IhuL 1\. V., 

iff^MSkCaai 
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declared it void and of none effect." This decision wae coio* 
municated to the Governor of New York, «nd by him was pub- 
lished to tlie inhabitantB of the province, on the 8d of DmmiMr 
IbliowiDg. Tfais proceeding was shortly after followed by anotiiar 
equally unfavorable to t^e interests of Now York. Owing to a 
amnber of representations which had been made by partice in> 
terested in the lands whidi iiad klely been dedanid to be part 
of that pminoe, the committee of the Oooneil for pkntatioa 
affiuliB comunlled the King to ooaunaiid liie Oovesmor of ISSew 
Yoiky by ^ liie most poritiTe orden,*' to deeiit ftom Mking aa^ 
grantoof that part of the ter ri t o r y ly^g weet of Gooneeticiit river, 
which had been ehartmd byGovemor Wentwordu An order 
in Connell tofhis eflSdotwisaooordingly issued oallkeMliof July, 
and hie If ajesty^ highest displeasure^ was denoimeed against 
the Governor, in case should lUl to (^iiserve these instmctioiis.* 
When the repeal of the act by whidi the oonaty of Onmbei^ 
land had been established, became known, nnmesons applica- 
tions, representing "the dfetreae and great inconveniences" 
nnder which the inhabitants of tliat part of the country wi re 
laboring " through the want of a due administration of justice," 
were again made to Governor ^loore, and relief was sought for 
in terms which could not well be denied. The snbject was 
referred to the provincial Council, and as the result of their 
deliberations, the Governor was advisefl, on the 10th of Febru- 
ar}*, 1708, to direct the Attomey-Goneral to i>repare a draft of 
an ordinance f'>r orprtlFiii: the lands which had been comprised 
witliin the former rriimty, into another conntv of the sarae 
name. In accordance with the r<^yal will, lettei*8 patent esita- 
blishing the county of Cumberland were soon after presented to 
the Council, and after amendment were, on the 18th of Mai'ch, 
ordered to be engrossed. To this instrument the " Great Seal" 
of the province of l^ew York was affixed on the 19th, and the 
county of Cumljerland was again a factf On the inhabitants 
were bestowed all the "powers, privil^^ and immnnitieB" 
enjoyed by the inhabitants of the other ccfonties in tiie province} 
and permission was ^ven them to erect at their own charge a 
court-house and jail to be located in the township of Chester, 
which being nearset to the centre of the cooBty, mm dedaied 

« Doo. Hi t y Y., W. eoa^ll. Ma OmntH UbmlM^ «Am 8M.aiaK IT. 

Y., xrri IIG; xxix. 2^0. 

I The boundftriM of Cumberioad coontj under the teoond charter, Imitc been 
pMTimMly mited on page 8. 
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to be ^moBt conTeiiient for that porpoee." To carry out the 
pvoriBioDs of the new charter, oowti wm eetabliahed oa ike 
same basis as before ; oivii ottcers were xumunated to mma^ 
the affairs of the coontrf ; and wkh the approbation of the 
Conndl of the province, eommiisioQs were issued on the 7th of 
A}Hil, to those who had been edeoted for offioe.* 

0itrisg the fint qnarter of the eighteenth eentinyy the atten- 
tion of Ike Board of Trade in En^uid had been iMntiealaify 
diroeted to the etil Nsolts whseh wonld be likely to fiiUow in 
cise the inhsbitanli of the provinoe of New Yoi^ should be 
faUbited in the «e cf osrtnn kinds of timber which to them 
were of espeoial valoa " One of the methods shfesdy thongjit 
of for mskiig Hue 3provinoe more nselbl as to nayiil skorss^" 
wrote the leaned Osdwallader Ckilden, intiieyear 1728, ''isa 
seiTere proldlDitioB of ontting any white piaes fit ftr masla. No 
donbt ^e deetroying of so neoesBary a oomniodity on^t to be 
fnreTeoted, and it wmild be diffionit to tame a law for that end 
with many exceptioos or limitatioBs, whidi ooold be of mnch 
use. On the other hand, when the literal breach of the law be- 
comes generally unavoidable, it must loee its force. The lands 
of this pruvincc arc ixrantcd, upon condition that the grantee, 
witliin three years alter tiie Lrrant, effectually culiivate three 
acres for every fifty granted, aad it will not be supposed that it 
is the intent of the law to put a stop to cultivating the land, 
which, however, cannot be d<;ne witlnnit destroying the timber 
that grows upon it One at lirtst is ready to fear that the j»uor 
planter is under a sad diiemnia. If he iloes not cultivate, he 
cannot maintain his family, and he must h^se his land ; if he 
does coltiyate, he cots down trees, ior which hois in danger of 

• liook of GommiBsions, in office Sec SUte, N. Y., 1751-1770, v. S68, 874: 
CooDcil MiiiaUM, 1766-1763, zxtL 116, lib, 119. Laws of N. Y., 1763, p. 469. 
Dott. Hut N. T., IT. Sll. 

litlto li kDowB ooiwmib^ HtB 60iirt mhA woBty ntordi of C?Miibinl>od 
«oimty before the yew 1776. That there were rach reoorda, there <»in be no 
donUt On a dwl whieh » rtill extant, made by Hioinas ChandW of ChestOT 
to Kbeoezer lioiton, is uucribed tliia technical eudorsemeat: ' Received 
for Record, Jtmuary 8th, 1770, and Reoofded i& the Records of Deeds for the 
Cfoqnty dT Onmbeilnd, lA^ A. Folio T9, aad tttoiinod. Joha OluuidUr, OM." 
Iho Hoa. Hiny Sale of Chelsea, Yt, in a letter to tlit mftor, datid Dieember 
Iftt, 185'*, convoys the following' information on this subject:— "In ISia-i-S,** he 
irritoe, "i was county clrrk of Orange county-, and recollect seeing some cmious 
records of the old Oiunberland county in the clerk's office, -where they may, pro- 
bably, now be foond." VnxUkw enquiry has eUeited no new fi»ti on this subject, 
ad fe dooMAd wlMlh«^ tht • enrioei mmN^ now Ja <ds^^ 
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being undone by prosecution and fines. Tlie iiihalntants can- 
not build houses without pine for hoards aud covchug, nor send 
vessels to sea without in asts. It cannot surely be the inti^nt of the 
Legislature to put the inhabitautii under such extreme hardships 
by denying us necessary timber while we live in the midst of 
such forests as cannot in many ages be destroyed — and the more 
that the King for whose use these trees are reserved, does ii'it, nor 
has not made use of one tree for many years in this province. 

13ut suppose,'' continued this prudent adviser, " tlie people 
could be restrained from cutting any white pines, it will not 
answer the end for which it was designed, for if the King were 
to send people to cut down masts in the place where they grow, 
and to transport them to such places where thej can be carried 
by water, the charge will amount to treble the sum the/ might 
be bought for at New York, if the carrying of them were left 
to the inhabitants themselves. The King in thia ease must 
hare a gveat manj hands and oTeraeerB in constant pay. He 
must buy honesi oxen and eaniageB, and maintain thun or hire 
them after the most chaigeable manner, whereas the oountzy 
people carry these trees in the winter upon the snow and ice 
when they cannot labor in the ground, and are ^ad to make a 
litde profit at any rate**^ ^ 

With such reasoning as this, did one in whose mind were 
ever uppermost the interests of Ihe province of whidi he was a 
citizen, and over which he was subsequently stationed — with 
such reasoning aa this, did he strive to hinder the passage of a 
law whose evil effects he plaiidy foresaw and correctly foretold. 
Notwitlistandinu' tliose efforts, the restriction wad promulged, 
and became aflerwards a favorite measure in the short-sighted 
policy of the home government towards the American colonieB. 
In the charters which were subsequently issued l)y Governoi 
Weiitw urih of New Ilampbliire, ia the King's name, granting 
by towns]ii}>s the land lying between Connecticut river and 
Lake Chaniplain, a special condition was inserted, by which 
"all white and other pine trees" fit for masting the rciyal navy, 
were to be carefully preserved lor that use," and none were 
to be " cut or felled" without special hcense. In case of disobe- 
dience, the right which the grantee might have in the township 
where the offence was committed, was to revert to the King, 
and the offender was also declared ^ subject to the penalty ^ 

•iHMiHiiis;7nim»i«a 
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snv actor acts of Parliament" which were tlu ii r.r inii^ht there- 
alier be enacted. A similar clause was inserted in the confir- 
mAtion sjkd other charters which were afterwardg iBsned by the 
provincQ of New York. To the " Surveyor-General of his Mik 
jesty's Woods" waaentnisted the enforcement of this raetrictkm, 
and the proeecntion of thoee who should disobey it. 

Id BDBirer to the proclamation of Lieatenaul-OoYafiMNr Golden, 
iBBiied on the 28th of December, 1768, asserting the right of 
New York to- jnriedietion as far eastward as Oonnecticnt riyer, 
fimnded m the gnmt of Gharles H. to the Dnke of York, Go- 
renior Wentwoitii, as bae lieen before stated, bad published a 
eoonter^roelamfttiaii, on the Idtb of Mairdi, 1764^ dedaring that 
the grant to the Dnke of Yoritms obsolete^ and that the weetem 
boondsof Kew Hampshlxewera e»eKtensm with those of Mae- 
nehnsetts and Oonnectien t When by a special Order in Ooun- 
d], under dale of July ^Oth, 1764, the tide of the Dnke of Y^n^ 
was confirmed, and Oonnecticnt rirer was £xed as the diriding 
line between New York and New Hampshire, Wentworth, in his 
£nil>ematorial capacity, snbmitted to the decision. In his private 
conduct, however, he showed especial favor to those who still 
atkuowlcdged the jiiri^diction of New Ilaiupshire over the 
"Grants," as the territory west of the Connecticut was called. 
Johu Went worth, who, on the 11th of August, 1766, succeeded 
his uncle. Bennin cr Wentworth, as Governor of New Hampshire, 
sncceided liiin also in the t)liice of " Survevor-General of His 
Miije-ty's Woi^kJ.s in all and singular His Majo^tv's CMoniesand 
Plantations in North America." The former Governor, as Sur- 
veyor-General, " had been charged with neglect of duty, and with 
indulging his deputies in selling and wasting the ELing's timber.'* 
The new Governor, unwilling to incur a similar mipatatk>D, de- 
termined to pursue a different course. For the purpose of 
beecmiing acquainted with the condition of the wooded land, 
with the caie of which he as surveyor was charged, he fre- 
quently traversed the foreste," and ihm obtained the informa- 
^on which he needed, by personal examination. Bnt the spirit 
of malice which had actuated the uncle in his oondnot to^mds 
Aose settlen on tlie Grants" who acknowledged the jurisdic- 
tion cf Kew Yoik, was not wanting to the nephew. The proof 
of this wiU hereafter appear * 

♦ Doc Hiat U. Y., iv. 570-5:2, 674, 676. Belknap'* EiaL N. H., 

SL SSt, 338, 84S. ThoupMB'bVi^FirtlLp^m. 
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Tlic townsllip of "Windsor had received its fii*8t charter from 
the province of Xcw Ilarapshire, on the 6th of July, 1761. 
After the paBsage of the order m Council of July 20th, 1704, 
another charter luid been granted by Xew Y«^rk, on the 7tli of 
July, 1700, and witli it eight hundred acres of land additionah 
Although the socotmI ])atont bad been beblowed on the motion 
of some of the niobt intiuential citizens in the place, yet many 
of the inhabitants were ^-pposed to tlie jurisdiction of New York, 
and denied the authority of the court.s which were afterwards 
eetnblifihed by that province. In tliLs township, situated on the 
west side of Connecticut river, and in the township of Coniish, 
situated on the opposite bank, there were growing, in the year 
1768, the finest f<ireete of white pine treqs to be found on the 
bordeiB of that stream. Tbe owners of tlie land whereon these 
forests grew, being for the most part friendly to the jurisdiction 
of New Hampshire and opposed to tha^ of New York, found it 
easy to obtain from the Surveyor-General or Ids deputies, certi- 
ficates permitting them to fell certain trees unfit for his JCa- 
jesty's senrice," and to appropriate them to their own nse. 
Thus were they busy, day after day, in cutting and patting into 
the rirer, timber which was afterwards to be floated to the most 
eonyenient markets. Among those who refused to join witih 
ibeir neigbbon in denying the authority of New Yozk, were 
Capl William Dean and his eons, Willard Dean and William 
Dean Jr. Wishing to procure some pine timber, not Teser?ed 
by law, and obeerving with what ease certificates were obtained, 
Chipt. Dean applied to Darnel Jones, a justice of the peaoe^ re- 
siding at Hinsdale, New Hampshire, Benjamin Wliitiiig of 
Newbury, and othen of the Surveyor-General's deputies, to 
survey some trees for him and giv*e him a permit to cut such as 
they might deem unfit for his Majesty's service. Tlieee appli- 
cations were in all cases accompanied by the customary offering 
of fourteen shillings, proclamation money, per diem. 

After vain solicitations on the part of Capt Dean, at various 
times during four months, for a written permission, Whiting 
gave him verbal leave to cut such white pines as were unfit for 
the Iving B use. Dissatisfied with this license, Ca])t. Dean re- 
paireil to Govenior Wint worth, the Surveyor-General, informed 
him of the eiforts he had made to procure a proper cert iti c at e 
from the deputy surveyors, and of tlie ill pnrreHS he had met 
with, and desired that a special deputy might be appointed to 
make the necessary examination and grant his lawful request 
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Wldtmgy who was present on this occssioDf promiBed Cspt Dean 
in tile presence the Governor, tiiat he wonld snrrey the 
timber for which he had applied, and give him a certificate 
within a fcntnight from tiiat time, specifying the trees which he 
might deem nnfit for the King's nse. On retnming home, Capt 
Dean fonnd that his sons, in eonseqnence of the yerbal license 
obtained from Whiting, had ftUed seventeen trees, mnch inferior 
in tb» to many which had been cat by his neighbors, and to all 
appearance unsuited for naval purposes. Information of this 
circumstance having been carried to Governor Wentwortli. he 
immediately set out for Windsor, for the purpDsc of puiiUhiiig 
the Deans. On his way thither, "he rodetlirough a ] a jie forest 
in Cornifeh and dined in the midst thereof at the house of 
Samuel Chase, Esq., and must thereby have had a view of the 
notorious destruction of the same, as the piued, felled, lay on tlie 
p-onnd on oacli side of the road, and around for many acres." 
Btili these sights did not withdraw his attention from the end 
which he had prrjiused. The friendship of the Deans towards 
the ^venmient of New York was to him a crraTer offence tiian 
that suggested by tlie evidences of destruction which surrounded 
him, and the opportunity of satistying a grudge by the use of 
apparently legal means, was too good to be postponed to causes 
which shoold have demanded his most serious attention. 

A prosecution for trespassing against his Majesty by cutting, 
felling, and destroying many white pine trees" on lands in 
Windsor, was commenced against the Deans in the conrt of 
Vice-Admiralty for the province of New York. Writs were 
granted by the Hon. Richard Morris, tTndge of the Vice* 
Admiralty, and were placed for ezecntion by Thomas Lnd- 
low, FroTost Marshal in the same jndicatoiy, in the hands of 
Whiting, who at thei same time was made Deputy Marshal. 
Aimed with the anthorily of the law, and a brace of pistols, Whit- 
ing, on the 39th of August, 1769, entered the dwelling-honse of 
Oapt Dean, who was at that time at Springfield, Massachnsetts, 
and withoot any opposition arrested his two sods. On the 
evem'ng of the same day he delivered the prisoners to the care 
of his a^sif?tants, Benjamin Wait and Samuel Patrick, whom he 
supplied %vith pistols and ammunition; and having commanded 
them to fire on tlie prisoners if they shouhi endeavor to escape, 
or take advantage of any attempted rescue, he dei)arted. 
Wait and Patrick remained nn guard until the next morning, 
when the former delivered his pistol to James Rosebrook. 
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During f&e daj, while the priBoiim were pneparing Ibr I3wir 
Journey to New York where thej were brdereii feo appear for 
trial, they were watched by Patrick and Boeabiodc. ; Towtoda 
eveimig, Solomon Emmons and David- G«tch^ made their 
appeiEiranee, and infbrmed the last mentioned keepen^ that by 
the order of lerael Onrtie, a justice of the peaee, they had 
come to stand guard during the night pistds vera 
accordingly delivered to Emmons and Getehelf with ecdeia to 
fire as before. 

On the morning of the 3l8t, as William Dean Jr. was stand* 
ing in the outer doorway of his house, in which he had for two 
da)'^ been a prisoner, Israel Curtis came up. Dean desired 
him not to enter. Curtis, upon this, seized Dean, and pu^hiu^ 
him a considerable distance, vociferated, " You blockhead, you 
rascal, how dare you hid mo not to come into your house ? Don't 
yon know that 1 am a justice of the peace? T have a right to 
break into your house and break all the locks that are in it, 
and have a riirhf to pull your house down over your liead, and 
by the living (t(m1, I will make you know it in h rlian one 
month." Thereupon, Curtis took the pistols from the guards, 
and gave them to Enoch Judd nud Elnathan Strong, with 
orders to lire the prisoners through, or " break their bones with 
clubs" should they attempt to escape. Terrified by such 
hinguage and commands, Mrs. Dean, the wife of the prisoner, 
"fell into a fit," from which she did not recover for sererid 
hours. A little before noon of the sanie day, Whiting came again 
to the house, and having placed "the prisoners in the care of 
Wait and Bosebrook, ordered the party to proceed to Hinsdale 
on their way to the city of New Tork. This ordpr thej 
obeyed. 

On the evemng of September 1st, the goarda witti their 
prisoners having reached Westminsiter, were -Aere met, at the 
inn of Ephraim Banney, by tid^ John Gront, an attDmey<at4aw 
in Onmberiand coonty. Having been in&med by the Deans 
6f the misery of their oonditiony of tke-'ill. usage they had 
received, and of tiie Testraintnmder 'whieh they had been kept, 
'Qront asked the gaards whether the prisonen had behaved 
improperly or shown a disposition to escape. Being answered 
in the negative, he dedmd that prisoners ought not to be 
carried under the "terror of death," nor "threatened with 
beating," provided they conducted with decorum while in 
custody, and were submissive to their keepers ; that Whiting 
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was niucli at fault, in feuiiering the prisoners to be treated in 
mch a barbarous mauner; and that they, the prisouerB, had the 
light, ehould tliey choose to ij^ercise it, of bringing nn action 
against the guards ibr Ahoshig the privil^^ of their office. 
The oonveniitioii being renewed on the morning of September 
S4y Qfoiit aaoerted that prisonen taken on a mesne procesB^ 
**Cfiilg}it nol to be carried to prison nnder terror of fire-anna^and 
that in case they should attempt to escape, tlieir keepers would 
have no right to kill tliem, <»r to disable Uiem by firing on them." 
He the» asked the Deana whether they wonld promife not to 
make any attempt to escape. To this question they replied 
affirmatively* He then endeavored by threats and promisee to 
pamiade t^ gnards to unload their pistols. In this attempt 
he enccoeded, bat wi|s nnable to make them bum their ammii> 
nilion. He also coonseUed the gnaida to treat the prisonem 
with lrindniwH» and the prisoneia to be obedient to their ke^persi 
snd by no means to attempt to escape. The prisoners, who 
were almost destitnte of money, requested Gront to repair to 
Spriiigtield, Maseachusette, and obtain for tliem pecuniary 
abbiataiice from their father. Having accepted tlu; commission 
be soon after otarted on liis journey. The guaids with their 
prisoners were not long in following, and on arriving at Hins- 
dale in the evening, were rejoined by Grout, wlu^ hm^ itrrived 
before them. 

WiiilL' Wait and Royebrook were engaged in conducting tlieir 
prisoners from Windsor to Hinsdale, Whiting, on infunnation 
presented to Governor Wentworth by Daniel Jones, a deputy 
larveyor, had, with the assistance of Amos Tutc, one of the. 
coroners of Cumberland county, arrested Ebenezer Fisher of 
Brattleborongb, on Saturday, September 2d, cliarged witli the 
seme offence whieh had been imputed to the Deans. On th^ 
evening of the same day, Whiting went with his pmone?* to 
the hooie ef Samuel WolU, who resided in Brattleborongh,^md 
ivho was one of the judges of the inferior court of Commpix 
Pleas. Having infbnned him of the arrests he had made on 
process from the ooni^ -of Vice-Admiralty, he told him that he 
flboold expect hia.wd aa a magistrate, provided there shonhl be 
eeeaibn he it In leply, Wells depressed his dislike to the 
pnoeedingB, and said th«t they were ^^spitefol or malicious 
aetbasy" and were owing to Ooyemor W^tworthV dislike to 
die people on the west side of the Connecticut Continuing the 
eonversatioiii Wells asked Whiting hy which way he intended 
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to carry his priFoiier> t'» New York; wlietlier through Massa- 
chusetts and Coiinecticur, or tlirough the womls to Albany. 
Whitii)f( made answer that he was undecided as to the route 
he should pursue, and remarked that Jones and Groat had tokl 
him, that by the laws of MaasachiMettB there were regnlaticna 
by which officm of other goremments could convey prisoners 
through that proTince, if neeesfiary. Wells replied that he 
knew of no such regalatioziB, bat if there were any saoh, he 
flhoald advise him to go by that way, as the trayelhng would 
be mach essier than by the road throngh the woods to Albany^ 
which was bat little tniTeUed, and foe a part of which a goide 
would be indispensable. Having learned on whose infomiati<m 
Fisher had beoa airested^and Fisher haying stated that he had 
taken only sneh trees as had been blown down years befi»^ 
and such as were partly decayed, Wells told Whiting that he 
was inclined to beUeye the prisoner's statement, as he knew of 
his having such logs in his possession, and that he had brought 
none other than sneh to his saw-milL He added, moreover, tibat 
the conduct of Jones appeared to him '^m^cious and vexa- 
tious." Whiting then observed that he had no power to releaee 
Fisher, but that Jones probably liad ; and desired Wells to meet 
him and Junes at the house of Amos Tnte in IIinBd«ale,* on tlie 
Monday following, for the purpose of consulting in reference 
to the prisoner's enlargement. To this proposition Wells 
assented. 

In connection with tlu.' converBation above detailed. Wells 
asked Whiting whether he had any means of procurinii: tlie at- 
tendance of witne«co8. and who the witnesses were. Whiting 
answered that he liad with him blank subpoenas, which he 
should fill up with the names of those who could prove what 
was alledged against the prisoners, and serve. According to 
the terms of these subpoenas, witnesses were required to obey 
the directions they contaniod under the penalty of one hundred 
pounds. This representation having given rise to debate, WeUa 
read from Jacob's Law Dictionary under the title Snbpcsna, to 
the effect that the penalty was inserted " in UmoTtmJ* and was 
not recoverable of the witness in case- he should not attend 
agreeable to the sanunons. It farther appeared in the coarse 
of conversation, that the witnesses, although commanded to ap- 
pear in the city of Kew Yoik, were to leoeive bnt two oir three 
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ahiliings to oompensate them for their losB of time, and de&ajr 
the expensee of their journey. 

At the doee of this conference, Whiting proceeded to Ilina- 
dale, where he fotmd Grout in consultatioiiwith tlie Deans, who 
with their keepers had that day come from Westminster. 
Turning to Whiting, Grout endeavored to persuade him to go 
with hia piiaoners through the provinces of Maasaehusetts and 
Oonneetieiit In support of thia adyioe he mentioned the dM* 
eoltieB which heeet tiie way throngh the monntaine to Albany, 
the ezceUenee of the other rente, the lieeiue contained in the 
la.wB of MamehnsettB and Oonnecticnt, allowing officers of other 
jnrisdietioiiB to convey prisoners through those provinoes, and 
the legal right which the goards wonld haye, should they adopt 
the courae recommended, to require the assistance of the people 
of the county through which they might be passing, in case an 
attempt shouM be made to rescue the pTisonns* W^ait then told 
Whiting that Grout had said at Westminster that he, meaning 
Whiting, " had no right to carry fire-arms when he had any 
prisoner in his cuBtody." Upon hearing this statement. Grout 
not only acknowledged it as his own, but reiterated it, and added 
that he would muko Whiting comprehend its meaning. 

On SuTiihiy uiuniing, September I3d, Whiting nilunned Grout 
that he intended to set out for aVlbany witlihis priBOuei^, on the 
Tuesday tollowing, by the way of the woods. Grout in reply 
acquainted Wliiting with his business at SpringfieUl, and desired 
]iun to tarry at Hinsdale until his retuni, which he fixed on 
Tuesday night. Whiting made no promise, and Grout soon 
af^er set out on his journey down the river. 

Karly on the morning of tlie 4rth, by previous agreeim nt, 
Wells repaired to Hinsdale and there met Whiting and i isher. 
As the object of this meeting was to consult with Jones, the 
deputy-surveyor, in regard to the release of Fisher, and as Jones 
resided on the opposite side of the river, Whiting, in company 
with Major John Armsy the High Sherifi' of the county, crossed 
over to find him. During their absence, Wells took the pri* 
soners into an adjoining orchard and engaged them in conyezsfr 
tion. Meantime, Wait observed the whole proceeding, as he 
stood before the door of the house where his party were lodged* 
The interview being ended, Weils inquired of Wait conoeroing 
the route by which he supposed the prisonen would be conveyed 
to Kew York. On being told that they would probably be 
taken across the monntaiiis, he remarked tliat it wonhl be easiesr 
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to go down the river, as they would thus gain the advantage of 
" a good road all the way." Wait then remarked that Whiting 
had not decided when he left Windsor, upon the course h% 
should pursue in tzavelHiig. Wells answered, that if Whiting 
bad decided to pass throngh Ma^chusett^. and Grout had 
known of it before his departue, he would probably have lain 
In wait at Springfield and rescued the prisoners. Sudi a trans- 
action Wait declared would only have created trouble and 
inereaBed the cmtB of the trial, as the prisoners woidd have been 
pursued and again arrested. By this time Whiting and Arma 
had retomed. SatiB&ctorjr explanations having been gireo^ 
Fifllier was bj Jones's direelkHi idesssd, and allowed to d^art 
without any lecogniwmce. WeUs then repeated, in substsneey 
to Wfaitiiig what he had before said to Wait in reference to the 
intended jonmej, telling him among other things, ^ that he 
wonld never get aoroos the woods, and had much better go 
down the river where he eoold go in a canoe or hare a good 
road all the way/' He however advised him, In case he shonld 
go by the monntatn road, to get one Stockwell for a pilot, who^ 
he said, was reputed to know the way weU. 

On the afternoon of the 6th, which was Tuesday, Wliiting and 
his party stai-t^d on their journey. At the time of their dejiar- 
turo Grout was still abseut. On tiieir wny tliron^h Brattle- 
borough they met Sheriif Arms at Welk'b baw-miil, which w as 
situated beside the highway, and from him received an invitii- 
tion to stop at his house when they should reach it, and take 
some refreshment. On arriving at his house, a dinner was pro- 
vided for them, and on sitting down at the table, they discovered 
tliat Wells and Daniel Whipple were also quests of Major Arms. 
During the repast, Wells sent to his house for rum, ''and 
having made some liquor they all drank and conversed freely 
together." At the request of Whiting, Wells advised the pri- 
soners, as they had but little money with them, to give Whiting 
an obligation under their hands, tor the repayment of what he 
ehonld expend for them on the road. To this proposal they 
agreed, and Wells having written the obligation, ihej exeoated 
it. As convenration became less restrained, owing in part to 
the excellence of the liquor,'' Wells told Whiting that had he 
gone throng^ Massachusetts, he thought Groat would haveamst- 
ed him on behalf of his prisoners fcf iUse impriao&ment, and 
that the prisoners woold have been set at liberty. . la the same 
manner, others of the company bantered Mm, until growing 
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angry, he intiinated that Wells had sent Groat on his errand to 
fipriogj&eld, told him he waa a pretty devil of a judge to at- 
tempt to serve him in that manner," and further dadarad, that 
it wag hia daty as a magistrate, rather to assist an officer with 
IfflsonsrBt than to try to lead him into a snare." To these tm- 
eouxtfansremaika Wells replied, '^that, so far firom leading him ^ 
into a sna^e^ he never knew that Oront had gone to ]|lassachii- 
settSy nntQ Whiting had so informed him." *^ Had I sent Groat 
to SpxingfieLdy'' said he^ "do 70a think I would have advised 
you not to go that way V* Changing his tone, he declared that 
the amst of the Deans was " but a bad or a q^^iteful action," 
that he waa determined tp assist them to ihe.ext«int of hispoweo^ 
and intimated his regret that he wss not able to set them £c!M^ 
Whiting seemed satisfied with the former part of this explana- 
tion, and, the dinner being ended, requested Wells to accompany 
Mm two or three milee and show him the road to Albany, with 
which request he complied. As they were proceeding on their 
journey, the prisoners on foot being unable to keep pace with 
Whiuiig who was ou horseback, were tokl by him, that iiulesB 
they travelled faster, he would fasten tliem togetliei- ^\ ith ropes 
or straps, luul throwing them across his horse \\ nulU carry them 
in tliat way, or wuidd lie tliera to the animars tail in order that 
they might learn the proper step. AVells then couuseiied them 
to make as much haste as they could conveniently, to be 
obedient to their guards, and by no means to attempt an escape. 
With this advice they promised to comply. Before parting, 
Whiting remarked to Wells that his advice liad caused tlie 
prisoners to walk much faster, and thanked him ibr ail the 
favors he had shown him. 

Whiting conveyed lus prisoners that day as far as Marl- 
borough, and obtained lodgings at a kind of a half inn kept by 
one Stoweil. During the night, the small log-house which 
they occupied was beset by a body of men &om Brattleborough 
and 0uil£>rd, who broke into the lower part and behaved in a 
very riotpns manner, swearing they would release the Denas 
or puU down the bluiding, and at the same time uttering msny 
violent threats against Whiting. This tumult waQ owing to the 
language which Whiting had used to his prisoners in the pre- 
sence o£ WeUsi.and which Wells hod reported on his return 
iMNue. When the mob had been, informed that Uie Deans had 
not been treated with the violence which had been threatened, 
they made no further trouble. 
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On the morning of the 6tii, WeUa, who had received a 
meflBage from Sheriff Arms, amunmcing the tnmiilt of the pre- 
ceding night, immediately momted hie hone^ and with the 
•heriff rode to Hie place where Whiting and hia party had 
lodged. Being assiired that the people had diapersed withont 
committing any acta of violence, and having collected such 
information aa anited their magisterial piu-poses, they returned. 
Warranta were soon after iflaued for the amet of the three 
principal leadem, and two of them having been taken, were 
bomid by recognizance to appear at the next general sessioa 
of the county comt. "WeUfl declared openly that those engaged 
in the disturbance ought to be severely punished, and tliat he 
would do all within his power to bring the guilty ones to 
justice. 

Grout, who had left ITinsdale on Sunday morning, arrived at 
Sprinorfield the next day, and informed Capt. Dean of what 
had befallen his two sons, of their extreme destitution, and of 
the determination of Whiting to leave with them for "New 
Ynrk by the way of tbe woods nn the noon of the following 
Tuesday. On account of a cause (k [*eiiding before the inferior 
court of Common Pleas then sittin<^ at Springfield, to which 
Dean was obliged to attend, he was not able to reach ITin^^dale 
until Tuesday night. Finding that Whiting had left with the 
prisoners, Dean proceeded to Brattleborough, where on Wed- 
nesday morning he saw Wells. Understanding by him and 
others, that the process issued from the court of Admiralty was 
against him as well as his sons, he, by Wells^s advice, set out for 
New York to surrender himself to the Marshal, and take trial 
with his sons. When within about thirty mfles of that city, he 
overtook Whiting, who placed him in custody, and on arriving 
at the place of destination, lodged him and Mb sons in jail. 

On tiie application of Oapt Dean and his sons, James Duane 
of the city of New York, who 1>elieved the prosecntion to be 
hard and nnjoat, undertook their defence aa Proctor in the 
Yice-Admiralty court Being of opinion thai they could not be 
held to bail on such a prosecution, he moved that they should 
be discharged on entering their appearance* This motion the 
conrt overruled, and ordered them to be held to bail in a large 
sum. Not being fortunate enough to procure the qpeeified 
bail, they were imprisoned. Finding that they should be 
utterly miable to pay the expenses of a trial, they petitioned 
the jndge of Admiralty to give judgment against them, which 
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was done. Being equally unable to pay the fiueB and costa 
which were imposed oa them as the result of their default, they 
were leoomziiitted to piiaon, where they lemained i'< several 
months. During this time, as the little money they had brought 
with them, and received from the sale of tlieir honscs, was 
expended, and as thej had no means of purchasing food, they 
desired Duane to intercede with the judge of the Admiral^ in 
their behalf, and by his order to procure for them an allowance 
of biefd and water, to which they were entitled as prisoners at 
the aoit of the Crown. The judge haying declared that he 
had no right to direct anch a enpply, Capt Dean entered into 
negotiations with his friend WeUs for the sale of his effects on 
his &rm at Windsor, in order to raise money therefrom for the 
lapport of himself and his sons. In answer to Welk, who con- 
eoltod ^th him on the subject, Doane e3q>re8Bed his approba- 
tion of the act as one that was both legal and philanthropic. 
That no disadvantage through misrepresentation or otherwise, 
might Attach to Wells on account d die share which he would 
bear in the transaction, Dnane waited upon tlie judge of the 
Admiralty, and laid the whole matter before him. Tlie judge 
made no ul»jection to the proceedings, nor did he in any man- 
ner evince his dislike thereto. In consequence of this inl'ornui- 
tion, Capt. Dean, on tlie 14th of November, pendintr tlie suit, 
gave Wells a bill of eule of all his household goods iind personal 
estate, the pr x r( d- li . ni which enabled him to support him- 
self and hi."^ b»>n« ill prison. When the trial came on, the jnd«4;e 
Laving decided that the defendants had been guilty of the 
charm's all<'d -^t'd a^rain^it them, and therefore had incurred tlie 
penalties of the statute in that ca>;e provided, directed an 
execution against their goods and chattels, but these having 
been prcvionsly alienated to Well% the recovery of the penal- 
ties was rendered impossible. 

Wliile matters were in this condition, Governor "Went worth, 
on the 10th of February, 1770, wrote to Lieutenant-Governor 
Golden, condemning in strong terms Wells^s conduct. After 
summing up his misdemeanors, he concluded on that subject in 
these words : " Attempting to mislead an officer, countenancing 
open, daring treqwssers^ and aiding in throwing the charge of 
their prosecution on the Crown, are so heinous in any subject, • 
but ui a j udge so highly ruinous and dishonorable to the service, 
that I think it my duty to the king, herein again to assure you, 
that every public mischief must result to the department of 
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Surveyor of Woods, if Mr. "Wells cloatb*d with the power and 
influence of magistracy, may still be an example <>t' comiteract- 
ing and frustrating such useful and essential laws with im})unity." 
The remainder of the ieUei \va> occu})ied with eulogiuuis on 
the "just, legal, and impartial a*.! ministration of the court of 
Vice-Admiralty," regrets at the unhappy state of feeling then 
existing among the inhabitants of the New Jlamp^ilire Grantfly 
and promises of assistance in Mijiportlng law and order. 

Accompanying this communicatioa was u memorial of tlie 
same date from Governor Wentworth as Surveyor-General to 
Lieutenant-Governor Colden and the Council. In defence of 
the propostd which was to follow, he declared tliat by '*the 
express terms" of the charters issued " under tlie pubhc seal of 
New Hampshire," lands were to revert to the king, " with 
light of re^try" when tliose who held them were guilty of ' 
cutting the pme trees with which they abounded, without first 
obtaming a license. In conformity with this stipulati >n, he 
desired that tlie lands in Windsor where the trespass had been 
committed, might be taken from the Deans and escheated to 
the king. He further remarked, that by such a course the 
laws fbr the piesenration of his Majesty's masting timber would 
be more effectually enforced. If other measares, he added in 
conclnsion, shall be pnrsaed, ^'that penalty of the statate 
which was wisely fstmed, and which by the experience of 
nearly half a century has in other provinces been found 
effectual," will be eluded and defied. 

These documents having been read before the G>uncil of 
New York on the 14th of March» aa answer to that portion of 
them in which Wells was charged with misconduct, in advanc- 
ing money on the personal efi^cta of the Dean% was deemed 
just and proper. €k)vemor Wentworth was in consequence 
infonned on tlie 2l6t of March, "that the persons who assigned 
the goods were then in prison; that having no means of sub- 
biritence, Mr. Duane, tlieir counsel at law, advised the assign- 
ment of the goods as necessaiy ior their 6up]>ort, which were 
of small value, and were sold to Mr. WeUs, and the monies 
applycd accordingly; that Mr. Wells declined taking the 
goods, until Mr. Duane assured him hv might do it with safety; 
and that his acceptance of the goods was ihci'efore rather to be 
considered as an act of humauity, than pr^udicial to the 
Crown." 

On the 14th of August, a committee consisting of William 
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Smitky Hesfy Crnger, and Heoaiy Wlnte, wore appoiatad hj an 
<isdieit \A Qtmrnor and Oomioil «f ihe'pr^mee ol Kew 
Toil^ to OQiiiider the" letter and meikioml of Qovenw Wmt- 
wofrHh, aad the aeoooipanyiiig doemnents. In answer to the 
first charge brought against Mr. Wells, namely, that he endeavor- 
ed tofrnstrate the arrest of certain persons liiwrnlly prosecuted, 
the committee, after examining his own declHration and the 
depositions of a lumiber of witnesses, replied in these words : — 
"We cannot see sufficient cause to advise, either a rei!i't\al 
of Mr. Wells from the places he holds, or any prosecution 
ai'alnst an officer, wlio we are informed bustains a fair character, 
even in a ill>rrift where tbere are not wanting some persons, 
to wh«nn. fn iu then* attachment to the iinjnstitiahle claim of 
the province of New Hampshire, and his zeal in assert i ml: the 
right and jurisdiction of this colony, he mn?t ho peculiarly 
obnoxious." To the other charge alledged aij:iiin8t Mr. Wells, 
, namely, that he had taken a conveyance of tlie effects of the 
ofiTcTiders, pending the suit, to preveat a recovery of the penalty 
which they had incurred, the committee made answer, that 
^ parties proaectited, had by law a right to convey away their 
effects, and Mr. Wells's acceptance of the grant, with the cau- 
tion, and in the circumstances, and for the ends proved by Mr. 
Daane, we cannot conceive to be in the least degree criminaL" 
Ibe committee fiirther advised, that copies of the depoeitiona 
ffaeD in their hands should be sent to Mr, Wentworth, *<in 
justification of the conduct of this goremment, and to show his 
ExceDency our readiness to make diligent examination into the 
matters of complamt." 

In answer to the request contained in the memorial, that the 
lands of the trespassers might be dedared forfeited, the com* 
mittee, in oondnding their report, replied We eoneelTe that 
advantages of broken conditionB expressed in royal grants, are 
to be taken in a legal course, by regular prosecutions against 
the patentee ; and that it would be manifestly improper to order 
any steps for tliat purpose in.tlie present case, because we con- 
sider the grant which his Excellency refers to, as merely void 
for want of authority in the government of New Hampshire, to 
issue patents for lands (as has been done in many instances) on 
the west side of Connecticut river." 

In this manner ended the foolish attempt of Governor Went- 
worth to gratify his feelings of dislike towards the inliabitants 
of the Grants,'' who acknowledged the joriBdiction of J^ew 
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York, by persecuting a few harmleea individnalfl, who, if they had 
committed any wroiin^ hy trespfisB, had been driven to it by the 
neglect of the Surveyor-General's deputies. It does not appear 
that tlie prosecution against the Deans was continued after tlie 
Council of New York had expressed their opinion bo plainly on 
the subject, and it is more than probable that the suit was 
abandoned, when it was fonnd that die real motives of Grovenior 
Wentworth, in pursning the course he had adopted, were mora 
deBerving of repiobatum than of praiae.* 

• ])oa Hiat N. Y.,i v. 621-638, 646-660. MS. Deposition of Kphraim Ranney 
and bilence, hit wife» March 28d, 1770; also of B«ohel Dean, wife of William 
DeMi Or. MBl Oonsil lOanta^ k «iliM Siti Btartt N.T., 19H PP- 1*79, 181, 193, 
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f &CKi££Sd OF OBGANIZATIOK. 

qi o i MM t a r Ooan^ wliilrlWiil nmliiM of <iM Ooott at BSngdaiid— OoL Kfttium 
SloM of Wiadiop—Hti CodIIbniioo with OoL enanA Wdb— TroaUet at 

'WlndBor — Assault on the Sheriff of Cumberland Coitnlj— 'Attempt to Overairo 
theConrts — DislITce towards John Grout, an Attorney — ^Determinfttinn to "Tliroir 
him over the Bar" — Oront tjiken }\j the Mol> — Carried to Cliarlt rto-wn^ 
Thenee to W indaor — lie refuses to accept the 1 erms of the Rioters — J:^apefl 
from ConflBemaiitr-TlM Ihhibiteiita of fho Gnuiti^ potition the King'-Lttge 
Tracts of Land In Hinidile otid Gafllofd granted hj Got. Tiyon to OoL 
Howard — Disturbanoo at Ptitney — ^Attempts at Jail Building by Thomas 
Chandler— Description of the Jails — ^Hi© People of Cumberland County petition 
for a Removal of the Shire Town from Cb^ter — Ch&udler's Objections to a 
Change — Subject brought before the Legidature of New York — ^Act passed for 
onetiiig County Bcflitiiigi WeotoiMter ohooan «• Cbo Comity Tovii-^Tlie 
"Old Court HbM* 

Tta tenitorjr north of Gnmberland county had for several years 
been the resort of a " lawless banditti of felons and criminalfl,** 
who fonnd in tliat distant region a safe reb'eat from ereditors 
and offioeiB of the law. There were also Hying there, a number 
of poor but reputable people, who, actuated by the desire of 
extending their possessions and enticed by the cheapness of the 
land, had settled almost beyond the bounds of ciyiliiEation, and 
were striTing to aabdne the wilderness, and adorn the steeps of 
the Green moantainB and the shores of the Ck>iinecticiit witik the 
luxuriance of waving barrest-fields. After ihe fbrmation of 
Comberiand ooontj, it was generally understood that the re> 
mamiiig portions of the Grants'* were to be deemed a part of 
Albany oonnly. The authority of the latter county in ihe dis- 
trict referred to, was, however, merely nominal, and but little 
respect was paid to cheers who issued their precepts at a dis- 
tance of two hundred milee from the place where lliey were to 
take effect, and then left it to chance or a wandering peddler 
to effect a service. Weary of living without laws, the intel- 
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ligent and well disposed inhabitants of the new country, sent ft 
petition to the city of New York asking for the establisliment 
of a county. The subject was taken up in Council, on the 28th 
of February, 1770, Lieutenant-Goyemor Coldan being present, 
and its discussion resulted in the pasflage of an r>i-der, directing 
his Majesty's Attorney-General to prepare tlie draft of an ordi- 
nance establishing as a separate county by the name of Glou- 
cester, the territory lying north of the north line of Cumberland 
county, and extending from the Green mountains to Connecticut 
riyer. The ordinance was passed on the 16th of March, and 
fi^m that period dates* the fonnadon of the counly of Glou- 
cester. At the same time^ Kingsland was selected as the county 
town.* *■ 

On the 29th of If ay following, the first term of the courta of 
Common Fleas and of General Sessions was held at Eangsland, 
which was then Httle more than & wiblemeis* A lull bench of 
judges was present, also three of the four justices of the quorum 
and the sheriff, but it does not appear that any business was 
transacted. The court met again at the same place on the 2Sth 
of August, and after appointing four cuustablet, Simeon Stevens 
for Newbury, Jcst^o McFarlaiul for Moretown, Abncr Howard 
for Thetford, and Suiuucl Pennnck for Strafford, adjourned for 
three months. Ou ai>scuibliiig at the appointed Uiiie, the 27th 
of November, the " eight causeb" on the docket were " put 
over the constabulary force of Thetlbrd was increased by the 
addition of Ebenezer Green; Samuel Peuiiuck, Kbenezer 
Martin, Ebenezer (-rreen, and James Alien, were made county 
surveyors, and tlu session wae brought to a clobe. In tlie 
following year, on the 25tli of February, Judge John Xa] lin. 
Sheriff John Taplin Jr., and Jolni Peters, wlio served in the 
double capacity of clerk and justice of the quorum or assistant 
justice, set out from Moretown for Kingsland for the ]vtirp« >Re 
of dispensing justice as usual. Owing to tlie depth of the buow 
they were obliged to travel on rackets, and the di&ulty of this 
mode of progression was increased by the want of a ro^. On 
the second day of then* journey, having travelled a considerable 
distance, and being unable to decide as to th^r situation, except 
that they^ were far in the woods," they made a halt and " the 
court was ordered to be opened on the spot" The records of 
the dofaigp on this occasion and at the next searion aie in thcao 
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words: ''The ocmrt, if one, adjoumed orer until the last Ta«a< 
day in ICay nezt, at wliieh time it was opened, and after dis- 
posing of one ease of bastardj, a^onmed to Angnst nexf* 
The ineonwnenoss of balding the eoorti in a looality as unset- 
tled and unknown as Kin^dbind being evident, an ordinance 
was passed by the Ooonetl of Kew York on the 9th of April, 
IITS, directing the oonrtsof Oommon Pleas ssd General Sessions 
of the peace fer CHoveester eeonty, to be held in llie township 
of Newbary on the last Tneaday in months of Pebmary 
and AugTiKt, ^ during the space of seren yeare." Frtmi tiiis 
time the throne of sorer^gn law was, doubtless, established in 
greater dignity, and the Bcej>tre of justice r^;arded with more 
profound respect.* 

The inhabitants of Windsor, most of whom adhered to the 
jnrisdiction of Kew Hampshire, were wiUing that tliose who 
favored the government of New York should be severely 
punished for misdemt unors, as has been plainly eeen in the case 
of the Deans, before rcc itod. They alpo doTiiod tlie authority of 
the courtft eBtal>Ii>hed by New York, and ware ever ready to 
resist the execution of precepts issuinc therefrom. During tlie 
month of May in tlie year 1770, as banmel "Wells of Brattle- 
borough, one of the judges of the Inferior court of Common 
Pleas for Cumberland coimty, was returning home from a jour- 
ney, ho called on Col. Nathiui Stone of Windsor, a justice of the 
peaoenndera New Tockooaimiflsbn, but at heart and in action 
a oo5perator with those who maintained the snpremacy of New 
Hampshife titiea. As Wolb was leaving, Stone mounted his 
hone and accompomed his gaest almost to the limits of the 
town. Their disconrse happening to turn on the opposition 
wideh had been made by the peoj^e of Windsor to the sheriff, 
wbo not long before had endearored to serve some precepts 
there, Stone dedared that no writs nor precepts from cither of 
the oonriB of the ooaniy iboaid be eeryed in Windsor ; thai the 
ftmaiioB of ihe oonnty was a sham ; that the patent authorizing 

• Book of Commissions, in office Sec State N. Y., 1751-1770, v. 440; 1770- 
1789. D. vi 27. Deming's Vt Officers, p. 119. Doe. Hist N. Y., iv. 634, P35. 

The towDfihip of Waahingtoo, situated in the north-western putt of Orwage 
wnly, MnpriMi fh« tmiiorf, tsnneiiy incladtd willilii the liMMid* of 
tiiii. Kwplaad wfla fsthMj ehvtered rnxif in IIIOl fiwm tlUr tbftt «T«iife» « 
lovB plai Vfts Iftid oTit into Tillage lots near t be centra of the town, and a log jail 
wft<« erf^if'A. The letter circumf«tnnp»» snre the name of Jail Branch to tvro 
strt^ara* which take their rise in Washington. One of emptiea into thi 

Wio«Mield, the other into Wait's riTer.— Thompson's Yt, Part III. p. 182. 
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ita erection was a libel, since it contained expresaioiifi in regard 
to tho inhabitants of the *^ Grants" which were nntnio ; that 
justice could not be obtained in the county because of the cor- 
rnptioQ of the judges and of the other officers ; that the courts 
wore ruled enturely hj John Oroat, an attorney, residing at 
Chester, and that he, Stone, was detennmed to oppoee the 
anthority of the courts and the judges so long as he had a drop 
of blood in his reins." He further inlbnned Wells Uiaft friend* 
ship had induced him to bear him company until he had passed 
most of the settlements in the town, and intimated diat should 
Wells ride alone through the town, he would be in danger of 
being assaulted by the people. 

Wells endeavored to convince Stone of the danger of resist- 
ing the administration of justice, and exhorted him to alter his 
determination, telling him, that if the people would for the future 
make no o])pf)sitioii to the free execution of the laws, it would 
be the most likely method to induce the civil authority to pass 
over, "in the tenderest manner," the opposition wliich had 
already been itmdo. He also remarked, that if Grout or any of 
the justices or oflScers had committed any uTong, the law 
provided a Bufficicnt remedy, and was the only medium by 
which offenders could be proi)erly pimished. To a final obser- 
vation on the part of Wells, expressive of a fear lest Stone's 
determination to withstand the authority of tlie courts had 
been hastily made. Stone replied, that he had resolved, at least 
five or SIS month?? before, to resist the execution of writs ; "that 
while he had life, he would oppose the sheriff, and that the peo> 
pie of Windsor and some other places would join and stand by 
him to the last drop of their blood." 

A few days after this interview and before the end of the 
month of May, Daniel Whipple, ti e high sheriff of the 
county, in order to retake Joseph Wait, Benjamin Wait, Nathan 
. Stone and Samuel Stone of Windsor, who, having been anested 
by him a short time preTious, on a precept from the Inferior 
court of Common Pleas, had been rescued by a number of 
armed men, collected a posse of a dozen or fifteen persons, 
among whom was John Grout, and with them repaired to the 
house of Joseph Wait^ in order to arrest him. Being informed 
that he was at the house of Benjamin Wait, the sheriff proceeded 
thither. He had gone but a short distance, when he perceived 
a body of armed men approaching. Cbnspicuons in tiie crowd 
were those against whom tlie precept was issued. Accompany- 
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ing them were i)a\ id Stone, Steel Smitli, ElUlia Ilawlcr, Peter 
Levins, Bcrijainiu Tliuiston, Samuel Gridley, David Getcliel, 
Jacob Getcliel, Ebenozer TToisington, eemor and junior, Simeon 
Mills, Enocli Jndd, Ebeiiczcr Ciirti?, Solomon Emmons, John 
Benjamin, Andrew Xorton. Jonathan Noble, John Wliite, 
Samuel Whiston, Eliiathan Strono;, Joseph Tliompeon, Joseph 
King, and Aaron Bartlett, some of whom were office-holders in 
the county, and nearly all inhabitunts of Windsor. The party 
appeared to be under the general direction of Nathan Stone, 
who was armed with a sword. Ihe sheriff on appronchmg 
within hearing distance, made proclamation in form of law for 
them to disperse, but without effect The rioters, led on by 
Joseph Wait, who for a time assumed command, then made an 
assault upon the sheriff and hh posse, whom they soon over- 
powered. Wait, being armed with a dab and pistol, struck at 
Grout twice with the former weapon, but he avoiding the blow, 
Wait levelled his pistol at him, whereupon he surrendered. 
The sheriff and his posse having been conducted to the house 
of Joseph Wait, were informed, tiiat one, at least, of their num» 
ber would be detained as a prisoner until the sheriff, €kx>ut, and 
some others, should enter into bonds in the sum of five hundred 
pounds, to be forfeited if the action on which the sheriff was 
attempting to take them was fbrther prosecuted, or if anj 
of the inhabitants of Windsor should be prosecuted at the next 
general sessions for any crimes, whatever might be their natore. 
They also demanded of the sheriff, that he should engage to 
make return upon the process against Joseph Wait, Benjamin 
Wait, Nathan Stone, and Samuel Stone, that those persons could 
not be found in his bailiwick. To these terms the sheriff refused 
to assent. To attempt to force him to a c ompliance was, to say 
the least, un])leasant. For this reason, and throuf]^h fear lest a 
coiitiniiaTice of violent measures might bring upon them deserved 
retrihntion, tlie rioters released hiui and his posse, %nthout 
conditions, after having detained them as prisoners about seven 
hours. 

On the 3d of June, which was the Sunday before the sitting 
nf rlie courts of the county, Bildad An<]vo?, of Westminster, 
called at the house of Judge Wells, in Brattleborough, and 
showed him a copy of a letter written by Israel Curtis, one of 
his Majesty's justices of tluj peace by commission from New 
York, and directed to a certain Mr. Webb, of Westminster. 
From this document Wells inferred, that Curtis, Stone, and a 
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number of others, from Windsor, intended to assemble at Chester 
for the pnri>09e of disturbing the court and exciting a tumult. 
In consequence of this information, WeUs, in company witli 
Joseph Lord, liis associate on the bench, set out a*> csouu 
possible for Chester, where they anived on the evening of the 
4tli of June, and immediately presented the copy of Curiio's 
letter to Thomaa Chandler, the first judge of the court, and 
to some justices of the peace who happened to be present. 
After coneultation, the magistrates decided, in view of the 
ambiguous terms in which the missive was couched, that they 
would make no preparations to resist an attack| bat would ]^ro- 
ceed with business unless prevented by force. 

On the morning of tlie 6th, which was the day appointed for 
the op^oing of the court, CoL Stoae» accompanied by those who 
a few days before had overpowered the sheriff and his possey 
appeared in a riotous and tumoltaona manner^" at the place 
where the court was to sit. Stone was armed with a swordi 
Joseph Wait ^withadaggeror hanger/' and the rest of theparty, 
tliirty or more in nmnber, with wahmt dubs. Judge Chandlery 
fearing from their martial appearance that mischief was in- 
tended, mildly demanded of Stone the ream of his being 
anned» and desired him not to cany his sword into conrt. 
Stone replied to this remonstrance^ but in a Toice so low, that 
bis words were not distinguishable. The judges soon after took 
their seals, and the eonrt was regularly opened. Upon this 
the rioters entered the bnilding without remoring their hats, 
and commenced hostile demonstratifmst Stone, with his sword 
drawn, accompanied by Wait, who was also armed, approached 
the table before the judges' seat, the rest of the party standing 
a little back from, but facing the bench, and demanded of the 
judges u (k'cliirtitii)[i oi' ihc ri<;lit by wliicli tlioy presumed to 
sit there as a cuurt, adding that this demand was made iu 
behalf of the public. These remai kb were at the same time 
seconded by Wait and Curtis. iSomu of the judges answei'ed, 
" that the letters patent, or ordinance erecting the county and 
the commighion c f the pleas," which documents " were always 
read at tlic openitig of the court," showed their authority, and 
that tlioso who were seeking satisfaction should have attended 
when these were published. Tlio immediate effect of this 
aououncemeut was to ehcit from Stone, Wait, and Curtis, in 
^ many arguments," a denial of the anthoritjr of the gov em - 
msni of j^ew York to establish the ooonty of Qomberiand. 
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To these remarks the court did not offer a reply, hxit gave tlie 
rioters to iinderstfind that tlipir proseoce should not hinder the 
business for whicii the court had assemhlcd. 

"Wait, who with gome othei^s stor>d indicted for a riot, then 
demanded an immediate trial, which the court did not deem it 
prudent at that time to grants For this coarse there was a Buffi- 
dent reason. Under the circumstances, any jtuy which might 
liave hecn empanelled would have been more or less inflnenced 
in their verdict by the hostile presence of those whom they would 
hare been required to try* On the otlier luuid, some immediate 
act of violence it was feared would be the resnlt, should the 
offendeiB be required to enter into a recognizance to appear at 
the next term. Notice was accordingly giren to the parties 
indicted, that their attendance for the present was no longer 
required. 

Btone, Wait^ and Curtis, then mored the court that John 
Grout diould be forbidden to practise as an attorney, on the 
ground that he was ^ a bad man." They were told, in answer, 
that the court entertained a contrary opmion of Grout's eharac 
ter ; tJiat if they had anything to accuse him of, they might 
apply to the grand jury, and, in such case, the clerk of the 
court would assist in drawing any necessary bill or paper ; or 
tliey might, if they chose, apply to a higher court ; that Grout, 
if accused, had a right to be tried, but that the court liad no 
lawful authority to comply with their request arid prejudge 
him, on the suggestion that he was a had man, unsupported by 
evidence, not even if the suggestion was sustained by a Btate- 
luent of tlie particulars of liis bad conduct. Stone and Wait 
then said, that they did not accuse Grout in view of a trial, 
neither were thev oblifred to do so, but that tlie court miirht be 
certain that nothing would satisfy tliem find the people but the 
immediate expulsion of Grout, in such a manner that he wonld 
never again have the privilege of practising as an attorney in 
that connty. Directing his attention more particnlarly to 
Judge Qiaodler, Stone added, "if it is not done, we shall do 
flometbing which I shall be sorry to be obliged to do, whi h 
win nuke yonr Honour repent not complying with onr request 
The court having signified its determination to abide by the 
opinion pteviously expressed, the rioters began dose around 
the Judges' bench, showing signs of a determination to etartj 
their point by forea The court finding it impossible to pro- 
ceed with businett amid the tumult which was gradually 
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becoming more feailuij and uii\\ illing that any act of violence 
fihoiild l)e per|>etrated wliilo it wa.i sitting ad & commib^oned 
judicatory, ailjouraed to the next day. 

On the day of, and soon after adjournment, Benjamin Tlmi-s- 
tou and Da^nd Getchel proceeded to the house of John Chan- 
deler, the clerk ot the court, who dwelt in Chcbter, and in the 
presence of Bouie of tlie judges, made prisoner of John Grout, 
who had fled there for safety. On the appearance of the rest 
of tlie rioterH, the whole party, under the command of* Joseph 
"Wait, moved otf with their priBoner towards Charlestown, New 
Hampshire, which was twelve miles distant. The journey was 
performed on foot, and was an easy task to the hardy back- 
woodsmen of Windsor and the adjacent towns, but, to tlie pby* 
fiical capacities of Grout, the quick pace at which his ci^ton 
advanced was in no respect soited. To this discomfort was 
added the indignity which he was compelled to bear, of being 
polled or shaken at each one s pleasure. At the end of the 
first two miles, meeting with Oapt Utlej, a resident of a neigh- 
boring town, Gront stepped aside to speak with him, but was 
immediately forced back by the rioten, who informed him he 
could speak to no man in private. On reaching Sartwell'a 
tavern in Ghariestown, where the party remained that night, 
Grout was treated with much attention by the innhdder, and 
by the rioters **with as much humility and civility," to use hia 
own expressions, *^aa could be expected under sncdi extraordi- 
naiy cireumstanoeB." Conversation chancing to torn osi the 
events of the day, **we have now broken up the court," 
remarked the rioters, if we thought we had not effected it, 
we would go back and bring away one of the judges." Tliey 
then asked Grout wliether he thouglii the court would continue 
its session in spite of the opposition winch had been made; to 
which question he replied, in order to prevent fmther violence, 
tliat he M as sure" it would not. 

On the Mth, the party under the coumiand of Col. Stone, 
proceeded to Windbi>r, nuiking most of the journey by water. 
Before leaving Charlestown, Grout was assured " that he should 
suffer no bodily liurt,'' nor " be in the least insulted," but, on 
the contrary, should be treated with respect. " We don't mean 
to injure or hurt you," said Stone; '*you must go to Windsor 
and be imprisoned at my house, and there you shall experience 
the kindness and generosity of our people." The prisoner 
replied, by eiq^ressing a hope that his jdiysical weakness might 
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ezdte compassion. Arriving at Windsor, Grout was fi i >l taken 
to the house of Joseph Wait, llere he was privatel\ addressed 
by Steel Smiili, one of the rioters, who informed hiin lie slionld 
have his liberty immediately, provided he would anscut to the 
proposals which should be made him. " You liiust send for 
your family," said Sinith ; ''you shall have a farm given you 
hei'e, a genteel iumee 1 uilt. and other presents." As he was 
proceediug in this etraiii, tTiout reminded him of his illness, 
and hegfr^'d Inm td reserve his remarks for another oconsion. 
David Getcliel, another of the rioters, commenced a similar 
conversation, but was })ersuaded to desist. As it was growing 
late, the rioters infonned Grout, that lie might retire if he was 
80 minded. Having availed himself of this permission, Grout 
departed in the company of Stone, amid the good wishes and 
^ low bowing compliments" of his captom 

Having gained the road, Stone endeavored, after the manner 
of Smith and Getchel, to point ont to Giout the course which 
lie dioold pvnoe. Groat again endesTored to change the snV 
jeet, but this time withont snooess. Oontinning his remarks, 
Stone infonned his prisoner lhat it wonld be for his highest 
advantage to listen to his words; that the people of Windsor 
wonld assemble on the monow, and wonld Ihen expect to hear 
some definite information as to his, Grout^Sy fntore movementSb 
*^Tou nnist,^ said he, agree not to pnu^tise the law in this 
bonntj. We mean that jonr agreeing to this shall be no dia- 
adTantage to yon. We will mjdce good all your damages, if 
yon will oome and live in this town, and become one of ns. 
Ton will be treated with the greatest respect, and shall have a 
genleel settlement" Ghront was at the same time assnred ^t 
no one objected to his practising his profession in New Hamp- 
shire. Stone having finished his observations, Grout declared 
himself too wcjdc to reply that evening. 

On the morning of the 7th, Stone renewed the conversation, 
and acquainted Grout that he must meet the citizens of Wind- 
sor witiiin a few houre, and inform them as to the course he 
eh^)nld pursue in view of the offers which had been made him. 
"Violence has taken me out of mj business," answered Grout. 
" My wife is of a blender constitution. Less trouble than this I 
have heretofore thought would have been too hard for her. The 
cimniistances of my transportation will make her think I am 
murdered. My anxiety on her account, and for my family, 
deprives me of the power of speaking, and almost of thinking. 
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Why am I Mked, *'\Vhat wiU you ftgn*e toV or told I ain 'ftee 
to act mj Bentiiiieiits.' I am in your power, and 700 maan to 
impose terms, and mean that I tibaU agree to them, whedier 
viUing or not Under my pretiont ciremnataneeB, I oan agiee 
to nothing. . Willingly I take my liberty, if it be oflEared me. I 
will say nothing to your people. CSaU them only to aak tham 
what terms they haye to impose, and what poiiidmieiit they 
will inflict on me, if I disobey them, my masters." 

Sneh was Grout's reply to the inqniries of Ihe people cf 
Windsor. By reason of this answer, he was stQl letaiiifid in 
eostody, not being permitted to write to his wife w any of his 
friende until the letter had been first approved of by hie keepers. 
Tile severest tlirents were uttered against him, should he attempt 
to Cbcape, and he was assured that, in ease he should Bucceed, 
he would be retaken if he were " riiiywhere between heaven 
and hell." At the same time all his wants were attended to 
with the utmost care, and the respect which was ghown him, so 
long as he remained passive, aj^peared to him moje like the 
result of flattery than of true regard. In spite of the precau- 
tions and menaces of the rioters, Grout eftected Iub esca]ie on 
Simday, Juno 10th, havino^ been for six days a prisoner. Oii 
the Uth of August following, he petitioned the Hon. Daniel 
Horsmanden, Chief Justice of the Province of New York, to 
take mesflures to punish those wlio had acted as leaders in tlie 
outrages committed upon him. Process was accordingly issued 
against David Stone, Samuel Stone, Elisha Hawley, Enoch 
Judd, Ebeneser Curtis, John J3eujamin, Andrew Norton, Elna- 
than Strong, Joseph Thompson, David Getohel, and Ste^ Smith, 
in two suits at law% Grout having been on two different occa- 
sions subjected to the riotous treatment of these men, and 
damages were laid at £200 in each action.* 

These causes do not appear to hare advanced beyond the ori* 
ginal pioesss, and it is more than probable that Gfout was' 
unwilling to continue them, when he had asoeortauled that it 
wis ahnost impossiblo to secure the execution of a punishment 
or the levying of a flue in any of the north-eastern counties of 
the proTince when the conduct which had rendered sneh satie- 
ihctian neoessavy in the eye of the law, was sustained and oom* 
msnded by persons of weight and influraoe. 

* MS. depocition of John Grout, dated Ja&«, 1110. Doc Hist ^. ir. 
SSS-Mfi. 
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Tliese proceediugft did not, liowever, command ilio ii[>pruba- 
tion of the people. On die let of Noreraber followiiii^, a petition 
signed by about four hundred and forty of the inliabitants of 
Cumberland andCiluuccdci cuunties was presented to the King, 
ITnriTi<riM the- ]>reflmhle alluded to the right by which the teiii- 
toi v wr-t i'f ( <Hiiu client river was a part of the province of 
New York, i-^ciLed the ordor in Oonncil of July 20tii, ITGtt, 
and referred to the ordinances by whicli the counties had been 
established, the petitionei*s reprobated the events which had 
r'^rrntly occurred, and the feelingB to which they liad given birth. 

in rhe month of June last," thus ran the statement, a nmn- 
ber of disorderly peifjons seated in the township of Windsor, in 
tlie county of Cumberland, ammbled in a riotous manner, and 
hf tfaroKts obfitructed the piooeedings of the court of Common 
Ilias, pretending that the mogittrates and civil officers were 
unauthonzed ; that no obedienca WAS due to them ; tliat the 
lofiidlolion belonged to the goveniment of New Hampahiie ; 
ih&t your Majesty's ftr^al order, aforesaid, 'would soon be re- 
Befcpiisdj and the landa ^reby declared as part of your Majesty^ 
o<^y of New York be decreed to appertain ftnr the fature to 
<pm<iM of Kew Hampshire.'' They fbrther stated, that 
lh»afafcwhad eluded justice ^ by flight into New Hampshire/' 
nitoit^liisy had united with some of ihe inhafaAtantiof l^t pro* 
liaea^md had already p romoted ^ a spirit of disorder and disobe- 
-dlaMi^Mraidatlie jiirisdiotionof New York over the '^Qrants," 
hf ^ftoesriiig the subscriptions of many peieoaa in both pro- 
viftaM i» n psittioa,*' the avowed purpose oif windi was to plaoe 
"Wltiiin the limits of New Hjampahire. This latter 
toM w to% 'i|isy annomioed, was dengned to free the ^'lawless 
transgfe«8<^*'whohad proposed it, from merited punishment; to 
promote the interest«i of those who had trafficked in New Hamp- 
shire titles* and to aggrandize the family of tlie late Governor, 
Benning \V utitwunh, "forwhoRc benefit, reservations ol" lund had 
beei^ made in all the gniuia ^\ j;ich ho had t>eeu lit to pj^. In 
vi«w i f fhe»o mnsidersitions, the petitioners prayed his Majesty 
to resist t\n\- :it;r;ti[>! wliioh might be made to change the juris- 
dieHnri, afi l t. > irf iint them such relief oa in hia " great wisdom" 
ahuuid esetjm meet,* 

Tn opposition to these BentimentP, another putition, probably 
that A oif led to in the document aboTe notieed, was circnr 

* 9m Biii v. Y., iv. 6SS-S6& 
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Itttod on the Giaats ** and in New Hampshire, and was largely 
signed. Its sabecribers, with their helpless wires and diil- 
dren/' dependent upon his Majesty's "lenient and paternal 
interposition," for relief " from immediate poverty, distress, and 
ruin," prayed for succor and protection. Tlie account wliich 
tlicy gave of tlieir condition was indctjd lamentable, but was 
scarcely reliable, iiity stated tliat their situation as subjects 
of New York had been, was, and ever jiiust be, " highly detri- 
mental and disagreeable to them both in their property and 
good goveiument;" that since the order oi -July 20th, 1764, 
tlieir possessions had been unexceptit;>nably pl anted to other 
people under the ci-eat seal of New York that \rrits of eject- 
ment liad been brought against them, their pro]»( rty wrested 
from them, their })erson8 impriboued, and their whol'- siibatance 
wasted in fruitless lawsuits, merely to the enrichment of a few 
men " in the ])n)vince of New York, who were assiduous in 
using their " great influence " to rob them of their " hard, 
honestly earned " acquisitions. Such were the terms in which 
the adherents of the jurisdiction of New Hampshire aon^t 
relief from the King.* 

The petition signed by the citizens of Cumberland and Glon- 
cester countied, was followed, on the 8d of December, by 
another, from the " inhabitants of certain lands on the west side 
of CSonnecticat river, in the province of New York," praying 
for the confirmation by New York of certain New Ilampehire 
grantB. Th» Council of Kew York were not indifferent to the 
measure proposed in this hut docnment, and means were readily 
taken to ensure a compliance with the zeqnests which it c<m- 
tained. At the expiration of a litde more Uian ft year and a 
half, from the time when this petition was presented, ooofirmap 
turn patents for fifteen towns, situated west of the Oonnecticot 
and east of the Qreen Mountains, had been granted by New 
York, and instructicas advising the confirmation of the charters 
of thir^-three other towns had been presented to his Majesty 
for approval. In almost every instance in which confirmation 
charters were issued, special favor was shown to those who had 
been occupants uiidur New lianipshire titles. 

To this general rule the proceeding which were had in tlio 
case of Hinsdale and Guilford formed an c xccption. As hag 
been before stated, the township oi Hinsdale was at a very early 

• IKxs. UiaL N. Y., iv. 67:M>76. 
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period granted by chui icr from 3kIa&sacliiLsetts. The tradition 
is, that the tirst wliite proprietore purcliased the Jjidiuu right, 
thus renderin<r their title donhly strong. When, in the year 
1731*, the tuwiitjhip was adjuJixi d to be witliiu the limits of 
Kew II ainpshire, the old proprietors obtained from that province 
a ratiiication of their chartered riglits. By the order in Council 
of July 20th, ITOil:, Iliu^dalu, with all the otlier townsliips west 
of the Connecticut, fell within the jurisdicti(^n of Aew York. 
Owing either to " an unwillingness to pay the quit rent," or to 
a neglect of their own interests in some other particular, tlie 
proprietors of Hinsdale fiiiled to apply for a confirmatiou char- 
ter. Meantime a certain Col. Howard, haying asked for a grant 
of land, obtained a royal order for ten thousand acres, witli per- 
mieffion to locate the tract in certain sitaatioDS. A^^reeable to 
the privilege given him in the mandamiUy he made choice of 
about one half of the township of Hinsdale, and being an inti- 
mate Mend of Qoremor 1!^on, his selection was approved of 
and confirmed. As soon as this act became known, it was 
reprobated hj the whole eoimtiy." So great was the clamor 
which ensaed, that, ia order to restore the township to its 
former proprietors, Governor Try on offered Howard £600 ^'ont 
of his own pocket," for a release of his daim. With this pit)- 
poaal^ Howard ungenerously refnsed " to comply. Notwith- 
standing the injustice with which they had been treated, the 
people of Hinsdide, instead of blaming the inhabitants of New 
Tork, rcgai-ded them as friends, and still remained firmly- 
attached to that province.* 

Xot unlike this was the case of Guilford. The first proprie- 
tors had, on the 2d of Ai>ril, 1754, obtained a grant of that 
township from the government of Xew Hampshire. In tlie 
year i7o5, 8<x)n after the settlement of the boundary line 
between Xew Hnnip-liire and New York, application was 
made to Lieut.-Governor Golden for a regraut t>f the township. 
This he promised to give as soon as the petitions for lands in 
the new territory should come under consideration. Another 
petition on the same topic was presented to Govenior Moore, 
in tlie year 1760, but, like the former, was " either neglected 
or mislaid." A third representation made in the year 1767, 
experienced a similar fate. The subject was now allowed to 
vest, the propiieton hoping that they shoold, in the end, receive 

• Doe Uiat N. Y., ir. $68-671, 785, 786, 812, 882, 889, Allen's ifarrative of 
flw Controreny, 1774. Ma XhuntTt Flta, ia IA. N. T. Hiit Soft 
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what was doe them. Meantime a patent comprehending twelre 
thousand acres of the township, was issued to O^l. Howard. 
By this grant a number of the iiiiiabitautB were deprived of all 
tliuir property. Redress was now earnestly sought in a memo- 
rial to the Governor of York, dated Mar 11th, 1772. A 
charter for the land in Guilford without the bounds of Howard's 
tract, and a grant in some other locality as a compensation for 
the loss occasioned by the mal-aj)j)rnpriation of that tract, were 
the means which were proposed to restore contidence and 
create satisfacti'^n. As it was with Hinsdale, so was it with 
Guilford. The inhabitants of both towns were unable to obtain 
reparation for their losses, until by the war of the revolution 
the possessions of loyalists became the property of rebels.* 

Owing to tlie enmity which separated the supporters of 
the jurisdiction of New Yoik from the faTOrefsof the juris- 
diction of New Hampsliire^ eventss often occurred which not 
only served to show the extent to which <iiis feeling was cai^ 
lied, but actoally endangered the existence of sodety. Espe- 
ciallj In the ezecntion of law did New Yoik magbtrates meet 
with a firm opposition from Kew Hampshire adherents, and 
not nnfreqnentiy from the Snhabitants of the latter province. 
At the June term of the Inferior conrt of Common Fleas, in the 
year 1771) one Jonas Moore of Pntneyi recovered judgment 
against Leonard Spanlding of the same place, to tlie amomit of 
forty pounds, including costs. A fieri facias having issned to 
satisfy the judgment, the sheriff by his deputy seized some of 
Spauldiiig'b eii'ects, and placed lliLin in the cliargc of Moore, 
who Nsari instructed to keep them at his house until tlic day 
appointed by the bherill for their sale. Meantime, on the 27tli 
of January, 1772, a party of persons, numbering eeventy or 
eighty, crossed over the CJonnecticut from New HnMi[) hire, 
and going in the evening' to the house where the goods were 
deposited, broke open tlic door, seized upon and carried them 
away, and at the same time insulted Moore's family " in various 
ways." They also threatened to go to Cho-^tor, pull down the 
jail, and deliver some of the prisoners tlicre confined. On 
reflection, however, they concluded to defer the execution of 
these lawless dengns. Efforts were immediately made by the 
officers of the court in Cumberland conn^, to find out the 
ringleaders in this disturbance. On aeconnt of the state of 
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public lading, Judge Idod did not deem it practieable to cany 
OB bia inqninoe belbie a juxji and cmiaeqiiently endeavored 
to obtaui iBfomwtioiL by mean? of depoaitioiia Ere iJ^e examin- 
ation baddoeedy and b^ire wamnta bad been ieaned, five of tbe 
principal rioCefa eonfeaaed their gfoaltf and ddivered tbemeelTea 
up aa priaooera to the aherifEL With the aaiiatance of Thomaa 
Chandler Jr., and William WiDard, two of his Majc-t ^ ^ jnaticea 
of the peaee» Jndge Iiord now began a jniy inc^ulrj. On the 
part of Ihe rioters, the signs of repentance became more evident 
as the examination proceeded, and, before it was concluded, 
they had satisfied the judgment on which the fieri facias issued, 
aud had made uuiple satisfaction to all pei'soua wlio luid been 
injured by them. Under these circumstances, iurtlier enforce- 
ment of tlie law was judged uunecebdary. Although the per- 
sons engaged in this riot were mainly from New Hampshire, 
yet no "'gentlemen, magistrates, or officers were encouragers, 
abettors, or assistants," in carrying out its ilkgal proceediugs. 
As an evidence of their gwd will, ^r<jr-si>j. iJcllowB hthI Olcott, 
two of his Majesty's justices in tlie cuunty of Chejiliire, in Kew 
Hampshire, assisted Jndi'-c Lord in enforcing the laws, and 
having issued their warrants, apprehended about thirty of the 
rioters who resided within their jurisdiction, and bound them 
over to appear at the next session of the court, " to answer for 
their tmlawful assembling and other niiBdomeanora."* 

Aeta like this, showed the necessity of enfordng aa well aa 
enacting lawB. Bat, in order to enforce laws, it waa all import- 
ant that proper means of punishment abonld be pkt^vided. Aa 
a " terror to evil doers," a strong and oommodtona jail waa 
indispensable. Of such an edifice the connty could not, as ye^ 
boaat Wh«ii in 1768, a new charter waa granted to Onmber- 
land connty, penniaaion had been given to ih» Inhabitants to 
erect at their own charge a oonr^honae and jaiL dheater waa 
named aa the location for Iheae baildmgS) and being nearest to 
the centre of the connt j, waa also dedaxed to be moat eon- 
Tenient for thai poipoae.'' Although there were objecti<nia to 
this place aa the coontj town, both on aeoonnt of its distanoe 
from Connectlottt river, and its backwardneaa aa compared with 
other settlements, yet these objections were for the tame effec- 
tually silenced by the assorancee of Thomas Chandler, the first 
judge, that he would " at his own expense build a good and 

• DoOL BkL v. T., It. m-Hl, 765, 766, 770, Hh 
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Boficient conrtrlioiise or jail," at Oheeter. How well these 
proimsee were obaenred, will appear hy tibe annexed extract 
from an old chancery documoit. The time to which the de- 
Bcriptioii applieB) is the latter part of the year 1770* Ttai 
which ^^then was called a jail,'' eo luna the musty law paper, 

was a place made in the comer of a dwelling-hoiue or hnt^ 
the walk of which honee were made of small hackmatack polee, 
locked together at the comers by cutting notches into the poles, 
and laying them notch into notch, so as to bring the poles as 
near together as oonTeniendy might be. The cnicks or Tacaih 
des between pole and pole were filled with tow, moss, or day. 
The chamber floor [was] laid with single boards, [which were] 
not nailed, but lay loose. Snch was the house, a comer of 
which then had the name of a jail, which jail comer may be 
justly described as foUowetli, viz., small palisades or poles ui" 
the diameter of about six inches each, [were] set up, one end 
of them on the lower lloor, and the other end reaching one of 
the joists on which rested the upper floor. These poles resting 
against the joist, hindered them from Tailing inwards to the jail 
part, and anotlicr pole at some inches distant, [was] pegged up 
with wood pegp, which pole was fixed about })arallel with the 
joist, and prcN cntcd the palisades from falling outward from 
the jail apartment; and, as many of the palisades were not 
fastened at the top or bottom, nor the chamber flof)r nailed, it 
was always m the power of any man who might be put into 
the jail apartment to push away the loose upper floor boardS) 
and move away the palisades, and be at liberty. 

" Such was what was then called a jail, in which no man had 
ever been attempted to be confined." 

In the summer of the same year, the inhabitants of Chester 
commenced the erection of another jaiL The lower and chaTn> 
her floors, also the sides and ends, were built with hemlock 
logs, twenty inches in diameter, and at the comers the timbers 
were locked together in the manner of log houses. In order lo 
complete the roof, a supply of nails was necessary. As these 
were not to be obtained, on account of the enforcement of tlie 
non-importation agreement, the new jail was left in an 
unfinished state. It was, howeyer, the intention of Judge Ghsn- 
dler to render it sa strong ^^as any jail in any county in the pro- 
Tince." Meantime the old jail, which had heea built by 
Chandler, and which, according to his account, had been 
accepted by the court and the sheriff as a sufficient builduig, 
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and had ^hdd prisonesB for more than four months at a time^ 
who new left jail, till deHvered by due come of law,'' was 
refitted.* On tibe ddes) where it was moet slender," it was 
strengthened, and at right angles with the logs which formed 
the main body of the honse^ other logs were placed and pirned, 
thna rendering the bnilding doubly seenre. These extra repaira 
being completed, escape from this tdl-booth waa deemed by 
Chandler scarcely possible. 

Iq additi<m to the jail, Chandler, at his own expense, built a 
conr^honae in Chester, duing the year 1771. According to 

* Tq s p«fl1lon presented to Governor Try on l y a number of the ialmliiiaBtl 
rif rnmbprlanil fonnty, dated Fehrnury IStli, 1772, it is stated that "Bumlry con- 
siderable euma " had already been subscribed "towards bailding a Court lIou?e 
and Jail " in Chester. The nature of the aid proffered may be deduced from a 
peruMl of tiie aniMBBd oUigMtiMi, vliidk ii « topj froni the origind MB. 

"JnmlStli.ma 

" To Baeoange HicFiaidiiBg tk« Ooftl nov began in Chester, w« fh« nibwribcft 

■win pay to such per«on or persons, as Thomas Chandler, Thos. Chandler Jr,, 
Esqrs., and Mr. John Grout shall Employ to LnT>onr or ProTlde MftUrials; the 
soma against our liames written. Witness our hauds. 

JioHFph Woods, one bushel oi Cora. 
WiDerd Dean Two bnsbeU of 
Wheat Delivered at Rockingiheni 
at the Ifi't Day of August." 

In a letter to Governor Dunmore, under dnte of Apr il intli, 1771, Jadge Chan- 
dler \va3 at special pains to refute several calumnious atones which had been told 
concerning him in a petitioa lately eifcnleted. The eeemuit of the taristenee he 
hadreeeiTedi]ibaOdugtheJei],reoeiTeditaahereef denieL " Aa to the 8oh- 
sc. 'pti )n mentioned in the PetitiOD," leid he^ ** I can say there has not been more 
tlian Twenty pounds eubscriV l "by any of the Petitioner^' ho tlioy who thej wflli 
if half so much, and not one of them has paid so much as one farthing," 

The deelaratioQ in the text, that the jiui had been accepted by the court and 
the aheriff * waa ereRed in Ae letters of Judge CSieiidler, hat wea eontredicted 
ia the petitiea of Febmeiy 15th, 1T73» hefiwe referred to. jUnong tibe signen ef 
this petition appeared the name of Sanrad Wells, who on the bench wea aaaociated 
with Chandler. Speaking of the court-honse nnd jnil, the petitioner* said, no build- 
inOT" hare been erected which de^^^rve that nnme, or which are any way sufficient 
for holding the Courts, or for the reccptiou or safu Custody of Prisoners, for which 
teeaone tiie magistmtea ere not in eeapacity of neinteining peaee end good Order.* 

Hie alMiigUi of Una notad titde jail probeUy de|ieiided more upon the will 
of its occupants than the excellence of its construction. When Daniel WTiipple 
wss sheriff^ in the year 1770, an order was insucd for the imprisonment of one 
Atherton Chaffee. Being in conversation with John Grooti Chaffee told him 
«' that he knew it was out of Whipple's power to eonfine hha egaJuat hla will, hut 
flurt Whipple had slwejrs oied him with graet teBdemeai^ and that he should not 
he hurt ; for, says Chaffee, I wHl tany in the jail be it never bo slender— rather 
than Whipple should be hurt" It was probably of men like Chaffee that Chan- 
dler ftpoke, when he said that the jail had "held Prisonen for more than four 
months at a time.'* 
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his own description, this structure waa thirty feet long^ sixteexi 
f«et wide, and eleven feet post," and was so plaimed as to be 
*^ convenient" when finished. It was provided with a suffi- 
dent lobby or room fit for a jury, with a fire j lacc in it," and 
waa oorered with some kind of roofing. This buiiding he leoaed 
to the coonty for the teim of ten jem, and as much longer aa 
they might chooee to nae it In it were to be held the terma of 
the Inferior conrt of Common Flaaai and of the eonrt of 
General SeaaionB. There a]ao waa 1R) be tranaaeted all anch 
other bnainefia aa related to the general welftre of Ito eonnty. 
Bnt if the people had been diapleaaed with CSiandler^a efibrta at 
jail building, they were incensed at his failnre in oonrt-honae 
oonBtmction« Bdbre the commencement of this last failnre 
they had endeavored to effect the removal of the ahire town from 
Cheater, and had even then bronght the subject to the attention 
of the highest anthority in the province. In their pedtlon, pre- 
sented to Gk>vemor Dnnmore on the 11th of March, 17Y1, they 
commenced by setting forth the " peculiar grievance " under 
which they labored in beinij unrc])resentcd in tlie General 
Assembly of the province. Turning then to the subject which 
at that time more particnhirly engaged their notice, they 
declared that previous to the establishment of the shire town of 
the county at Chester, Tliomas Chandler had promised to erect 
a court-liouse and jail in that town at his own expense ; that^ 
on account of this promise, some had been induced " to give no 
opposition " to tiie suIk t i( »n of that place ; that, notwithstanding 
this promise, and the subscription of " considerable sums of 
!?inncy"by themselves and otliers, to defray a portion of the 
charge of erecting the county buildings, none had been erected ; 
that there was not " any real probability that any would be 
bnilt that it was extremely inconvenient" for the people to 
be obliged to attend the courts at Chester, sinoe more than three 
fimrths of them resided in the river towns ; that the roads lead* 
ing thither were bad, the inhabitants of the town few in number, 
ani tibe aeoommodations poor. For these reaaona therjr were of 
opinion lliat It would be more advantageona to the eosnly, if 
the courts were removed fiom Chester to two of the river towns, 
^' at least for a doaen or fourteen years," by which time the back 
towna would be better aettled. Hhey also proposed that four 
aseaiona of the courts should be held annually, as in Albany 
county. This petition having been read before the Governor 
and Council, the petitioners were ordered to serve a copy of it 
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<« Tttamaa Chmdlgr, and lifae fint Toesdaj cf tbe Mowing May 
wm fizad apon as the time when the parties en both sides 
weald be heanL* 

In compliance with this order, a copy of the petition was 
left with Chandler on the 7th of April. His reply, addressed to 
Governor Dunmore, was transmitted to New York on the 10th. 
In this he asserted that the connty was e&tiibliijhcd without his 
" knowledge or application." He acknowled£?ed, however, that 
wiien he heard that gnch an eetahlishment would probably be 
made, he, in coiajniiiy witli his son, Thomas, rode to New 
Yol k, but he stated furtlier that, on his arrival there, he I'ound 
that the county had been erected and the civil othcers appuiuted. 
During liis visit nothiag wa^ paid alwit a court-houBe or jail. 
To the declaration that no county buildiiiij^ had been erected, 
he ijave a flat denial, and in support ot' this denial j^^ave a 
partial description of a good and sufiicient jail'' which he had 
constructed at Chester, and of another whicli had been com- 
menced by the inhabitants of the town.f Kot one iartliing,'' 
he said, had ever been giren towards defraying these or kindred 
expenses by any of the petitiooerB, and their annonnctoent 
relative to subscriptions was, he stated, so notorionsly false," 
diat it almost made him blosh for l^eir eharsctu*. To the 
charges rekttiYe to the inconveniences attending the situation, 
ooodition, and acconunodationB of Chester, he answered that 
althongh llie majority of the inhabitants of ihe ooonty were 
reridents in the river towns, yet the roads leading into Chester 
from Brattleborongh on the sonth, and from Hertford and 
Windsor on the north, were *^ vastly better'' than those which 
connected Bratdeborongh with the last two towns. iVom this 
he argued, Ihat in a general view it was easier for Ihe peepleto 
go to Chester than to Brattleboroogfa or the more nortneni 
towns. He stated farther, that it was probable that the inhabit* 
ants of each town woold prefer to have the courts held in the 
place where they resided ; that as for his part, he should choose 
to have the shire town located near the centre of the county, 
" for the good of the publick f ' that there was but little choice 
between Andover and Chester; that the selection (>f Andover 
would " promote the settlement of the back townships, vastly 
more" than the selection of one of the river towns; that the 

* Coancil ^(inute», in offioe S«C Bteto N. Y., lU^ltU, xnri SI& 
f Seeait^^pp. 174. 176. 
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remoTal of the courts from the more inlatid poftionB of the 
oomity would, in fiact, break up the hack settlemeata, and cauae 
thoae peiaona who were now intending to remove to Kenti An- 
doYer, Bromlcj, Cavendiah, and ThomUnaon, to aetde in other 
places, wkereaa, to oontinue tbe ehire town at Chester, or in that 
Ticinitj, would in a jeer's time add a hundred fisimilies to the 
population of the adjoining towns ; that the sitnation of the 
river towns was a sufficient motive to lead j)eople to inhabit 
them, Tvhile the principal inducement to settle in the interior 
towuB was their nearness to tlie centre of the county — the 
situation selected in the charter for the location of the shire 
town. 

Continuing in this line of argument, he referred to the 
action of Guvenior Moore and his Council, in choosing Chester 
as the count J town because of its central position, when they 
well knew that it was but lately settled, and that some of the 
river towns had been, c(>iij|);iratively speaking, long inhabited. 
He mentioned also the choice by the same dignitaries of Kingsr 
land as the shire town of Gloucester county, when the place did 
not contain a single family. His own experience as an early 
settler was the next point touched on.* Turning then to the 
charge relative to the accommodations of his adopted town, he 
asserted that they were as good aa in any town in the county ; 
that the same was true of the proTisions there furnished, and as 
to bedding, in hia opinion as many spare beds could be obtained 
there aa at any other place in the shire. lie explained the dia- 
dawiging accounts which had been given of household arrange- 
ments at Chester, by saying that most of those who had 
attended court there had never seen more than the Ibur or five 
families located near the county buildings ; that, although by 
travelling a mile or so they might have procured lodgings, they 
had ehoaen, being used to camp duty, to stay where they 
obtained their food, and had preferred the ground to a good 
bed." In closing, he stated that it would, no doubt, be necessary 
sooner or later for liie judges from Albany to hold a court of 
Oyer and Tenniner and General Jail delivery in the county; 

• •* Wbnl flirt norcd to Gh«tar," urid he, '*l wm th« flmi niB wttb • 
liadly tlMt htid in tliit put of fho Ooontiyiiiovod out frooi tbo BSvor, oodtiMN 

was no Road from the River to Chester or from Chester to Albanv. Koithor 

were thrre any Inhabitflnt-^ f"r Hiirfy Mil^ Wp^f of Said River, and now there 
are Nine Fumiliea in Rockingham on the KouU to Chester, and many <m the 
Right hand and Left ; there are ai«o mauy luliahitautd ou the Road to Alhaaj." 
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that a route had within a year been traced between Chester and 
Albany, whicii had been much trayelled, and by proper care 
■would make a good wagon road ; that there wa^ ii< > r<»:ul either 
north or south of it leading to Checter for nearly a hundred 
miles, with the exception of one, which was partly in Massachu- 
Betts, and that in case the courts were removed from Chester, 
the jndgos would be first obliged to come to that town, and 
dien Bet out for the shire town wherever it might be. Of the 
roftd over Hoosnck moimtains,'' he said, ^it is difficult and 
dugerone both for man and horse. A corpulent person can 
bat scarcely get up with the help of his hme's tail to draw 
him up by, and if the horse should miss his step, as horses have 
often done, he would fall, ndl, or slip many rods before he 
wonld recorer."* Snoh were tiie aignments advanced in the 
leplication of Ohandler.f 

The hearing, which was to have been held in ICay, does not 
appear to have taken place, and, for seyeral months, the qnes* 
tion as to the fdtnre location of the courts, remained nndedded. 
On the 2d of December, the inhabitants of Bockingham, in 
view of the attempts of Uie people of Westminster and other 
towns to obtain a remoTsl of the shire town to the southern 
part of the county, and as a result of the belief that the select 
lion of Rockingham would be " more beneficial and less de- 
trimental " than any other which could be made, offered to pay 
£70 towards the erection of the cmintv bnildings, provided the 
fikire town was removed to tliut |ihi( r'. Siuiihir offers were 
made by other tuwnb on similar conditions. On the loth of 
January, 1772, the subject was bronght before the Legislature 
of Xew York. After some time ppeiit by the liouse in com- 
mittee of the whole, the speaker resumed the chair, and John 
Thomas Jr. of Westchester county reported, that the com- 
mittee were of opinion that several bills should be bronght in 
relative to Cumberland county. Among those wliich he pro- 
posed, was one to enable the freeboldc-rrJ and inhabitants of the 
ooimty to erect and build a court-iioosc and gaol, and to elect 

• "nfa k a traO.* adM IMtw wite, •'that SmuimI W«11i Eiq,, wiD 

not D«ny." W«Ua wa* on the bench with Chandler, and vrimui lb« number who 
fevored the removal of the shire town from Oiester. In the remftrks about " a 
eorpuient person, ' reference seems to have beeu had to Wells, and it is not 
improbable that he had been the subj^t of an aocideat similar to that the pro* 
bike Mtnlto of whidb are fiv«i in the task 
t K T. OolonMl 1IS9», in offleaSae. State* Donmorap Tryon : 1111, wanL 



160 



HI8T0RT OF XASTBBIT YEBKOMT. 



[1772. 



snpcn'isor« utvI other county otHcere.'' TTi^i report liaving been 
delivered in at the table, was again read and ai^reed to by the 
houBe. On the same day, George Clinton and Capt. Searnan 
"Wete ordered to prepare a bill comporting with the above title. 
Agreeable to tlio order, a bill was presented on the 16th, and was 
passed to a second reading. By the terms of the bill as first 
reported, the connty buildings were to be located at Chester. 
So much had been effected by the replication of Chandler. On 
its second reading, on the 29th, the bill was referred to a com- 
mittee of the whole hongc* 

Meantime, William Tryon had succeeded to the government 
of the province, and was nnacqnainted with the condition of 
affiurs in Onmberiand connty. On the 35th of January, Chan- 
dl^ addressed to him a petition eonched in terms similar to 
those with which he had approached Dnnmore. This docu- 
ment, as it was dated at Fort George in the city of New Yoik, 
was probably pi*epared in a council of Chandler's friends and 
adyisers. After rehearsing Ikcts connected with the rise and 
progress of the connly, he referred to the good effects which 
had attended the location of the shire town at Chester, and 
deecribcd a conrfc-honse which he had lately bnilt there and 
leased to the county.f He detailed the advantages which the 
county would receive, if the t^liire town should be aUuwed to 
remain where it then was, and in proof of the disposition of 
many of the inhabitants, referred to a petitl<»n which they liad 
presented to tlie (xeneral Assembly, a«jking for leave to tax the 
county for the purpose of finisliing the conrt-hotise bofrun at 
Chester, or for building a new oim and a jail, at tliat place. In 
conclusion, he promiped, in case the tax prayed for was nut 
levied on the peoj>le, that he, at his own expense, would make 
the incomplete eonrt-honse comfortable, and l)uild "a p>«>d 
jaiP' at Chester, rather than suffer the courts to be removed 
" to the damage of the publick." On the occasion of a not 
which haj»pened soon after at Putney 4 when tlie rioters threat- 
ened among other felonious actions," to "go to Chester, pull 
down y« jail/' :md deliver some of the prisoners, Chandler 
again wrote to Governor IVyon. Having detailed the origin 
and incidents of the disturbance, he did not lose the opportu- 
nity of deducing from it an argument in favor of his adopted 

* V. T. Coionuil MSS.. in office Sm, State, Dunmore, Tiyoa: 1771, zevii 
J<niiiMa Oen. Am. 1767-177& 
f Set pp. 175, 17S. % 8m pp. 17S» If S. 
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town. " If the jail bad been in any one of the river towns," 
said he, as prayed foir by some, tiie jail bad by said mad 
Rioters been pulled down. Your ExceUency will therefore see 
that it will on this account, be best to oontiiitie the jail and 
courts in y* centre of the county, if no other reasooB were 
given bat to prevent snch sudden mischiefs being perpetimted 
aa may be done in a sadden heat of passion."* 

Pending the discossion of the enbject, a petition from the 
inhabitants of the coonty was read belbre the honse^ on the 
22d of Febmary, setting forth the many inconyenieneea which 
they wonld experience, shonld the bill in its present fiom pass 
into a ]aw, and praying that they might notbe obliged to boild 
the conrt-hooBe and jaU in the township of CSieeter. The peti- 
tion was referred to the committee to whom the bill had been 
given in chai*ge. In order to rebut CShandler^s representa- 
tions Samnel WeUs, Oliver WiUard, William Dean, William 
Williams and Nathan Stone, addressed Governor Tryon in 
behalf of those who were opposed to tlie present location of 
the ghire town. Their representations were similar to those 
liicv had madu on former occasions, and in some instances were 
contradictoiy of certain assertions wliicli had been made by tlie 
opposite party. They accused Chandler of failing in the per- 
formance of his promise to erect county buildings worthy of the 
name ;t described the road to Chester as only partly f>}>i iied, 
improperly constructed, but little travelled, and in many j>lace8 
almobt im|)as5able, and declared tlie town destitute of neces- 
sary accommodations, and its Imnses " mean, slij^ht and uncom- 
fortable." Tliey stated tliat it vrould "tend much to tlie ad- 
vancement of justice," the benefit and utility " of tlie county, 
and "contribute creatlv to the ease and satisfaction" of the 
people, it' the courts were held nearer the river ; that tlie inha- 
bitants would willingly submit to be taxed, were the change 
made, and since two terms in a year had proved " insuflicient 
for tlie dispatch of business," and the length of time interven- 
ing between them, had given many persons '^opportunities of 
abfioondlng, or defrauding their creditors, by embeading Uieir 
effectSi" tliat the addition of two more terms had become necea- 
eary for the due administration of justice. la making these 
representations, they declared that they spoke the sentiments of 

• N. Y. Colonial MSS., in office Seo. St»t«. Trjcu, Vlll, 111% xcviii. 
Doo. Hi»t N. Y., iv. 769-761. 
t Bm miU, p. 116, NoU, 
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more than three fourths of the inhabitants of the coiintf* For 
this reason the^ prayed hia £zceUenc7 to remove the courts to 
Westmmsteri and increase the number of terms to four in each 
year. 'Hob petition was read in the house on the 37th of 
Febnuuy, and was refeiTed to a committee of the whole. 

On the 14th oi March, Mr. De Koyellig, from the committee 
of the whole honsO) to whom had been referred the bill relatiTe 
to the courts of the oonntj, reported that they had examined it, 
altered the title, and amended it in several pardcnlars. The 
bill as amended was then read, and having been agreed to by 
the house was passed for enip-ossnient. Having been read on 
the 16th the third tiuic, it wae passed by a resolution, and 
Messra. De Noyellis and De Witt were appointed to carry it to 
the CouiK il and desire their concurrence in its passage. From 
them it waa returned on the Slet, by Oliver De Lancey, ap- 
proved of and unamended. The bill became a law on the 24th. 
Its orifiriTial title liad been altered, and it now ai)})eared as "An 
act fiti- (mtiiiL^ a more convenient Court Tlonpc ami Gaol, for 
altering the terms appointed for holding the courts of Common 
Pleas and General Sessions of the Peace, and for enabling the 
inhal)itant8 to elect supervisors and other comity oficeia in and 
for the county of Cumberland." 

By its provisions the judges and justices of the county were 
directed to meet at the comrt-house in Chester on the iirat Tues* 
day of the following May, and form ^into convenient districts'' 
snch parts of the connly aa wiere not eofected into townshipa 
« under the Great Seal" of the colony. A description of the&9 
divisions was to be made in writing, snbacribed by the jndgea 
and jnsticea and filed with the county clerk, who was ordered 
to record it The districts thus coDstitnted were to remain aa 
divided nntil fonned into townships. Tke people were author- 
ised to assemble on the third Tuesday of May following, and 
elect for each town and district one supervisor, two assessors, 
two coUeetora, two overseers of the poor, two fence-viewers, four 
constables, three highway commissionerB, and aa many persona 
for surveyors and overseers of highways, as the majority of the 
freeholders and inhabitants" of each town and district should 
judge necei>fcury . At Llie same time a county treasurer was to be 
chosen.* Tlie election fur these purposes was to be held amiually. 

• At the first election mulcr this act, hf»M May 19tb, 1*772, the po<i]>lc, fordom© 
reMMm not ap^ariiut, iitigl6cti>d to chouse a couutj tre«surer. Tiittl uMcer vm 
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Bj odier dautes of the bfl], it was ordered tiimt the " public and 
PoecwMy cburj^us** thonid be defiraTed as in other eonntieB; that 
^ ftom and after" the first Tuesday in Jnne, next ensuing, the 
oodula ehonld be held on the second Tn^days in June, Septem- 
ber, December, and March, in each year, and that each eesdion 
should not continue longer than four days. In order to intro- 
duce these last regulations, the judges were directed to open 
the next court at tlu' time and place to which it had been 
adjourned, and again adjourn it with " all presentments, indict- 
nii'iits, suits, causes, plaiiit6, writs, processes, and proceedings, 
wlu'ther criminal or civil, and all ] arties charged, prosecuting 
or delending tlicToin," to the term iirxt ensuing, as eRtfiblishod 
by this act, and to the place which sliould be hereafter ap- 
pointed. To the Governor, with the advice and emisent of the 
Council, was reserved the power, according to ancient usage, of 
altering and £jdng the terms and times of the court seasions. 

In ocnformitj with the first clause in the title of the bill, the 
raperyison who should be chosen at the coming election, wm 
Cfdered to assemble on the last Tuesday in Maj at the cour^> 
honse in Oheeter, and by a plumlity of yotes, aaoertain the 
place where the court-honae and jail were to be erected. Thb 
resolt of their ballotings was to be certified by an instrument 
imder their hands and seals, and the place vridch they should 
chooee wae to ^ be and remain'' the eoont^ town, if not disap- 
proved of b7 the Goyemor. To defray the wpemBm of bnild> 
ingj the snpernsote were anthorixed to levy upon and ooDect, 
ftom liie inhabitants of th)s comi^, a snm not exceeding £d(KK 
Tb»j were also instructed to nominate three fit persons to sor 
perintend and direct the building of the said eonrtpbonse and 
gaol, and the laying out and expending the monies to be raised 
te Hiaft purpose.'* Those who should eoUect the tax were 
directed to pay it to the three superintendents.* 

In accordance with the rules laid down in this aet, the towns 
which had not received charters from New York were divided 
into districts, and, on the fith of May, an abstract of the divi- 
sions was posted in Ht vci al piil^Hc places, signed by Crean Brush, 
who, a few montha before, had removed to Westminster, and 
had been appointed clerk and surrogate of the county by com- 

•iUtwrfifpslattd ty<h» wf t nlw tiwb in ti i l iii g ia Jm» mtmh^ 

Conncn Hiimt6% in office Sm. State, X Y , 17ft5-ms, zxri S02. 

* Jrnrnal Geo. Ass. N. Y., 1767-1775. A«fcof lSyiQ«Otg»IIL»iaLmH. 7^ 
Vau bchaack's ed, 1691-1778, p|». 700-702. 
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mianoiw fiom QorenuMr Tryoo.* The enpennson who hid 
been chosen At the genml ^ecdon^ held, according to appoint- 
ment, in the towns and districtB of the county, on the 19th of 

May, assembled at the court-house in Chesert, on the 26th, for 
the purpose of locating the coimty buildings. Westminster was 
chosen as the shire town, and a spot adjoining "the public street 
or highway" in that township, and " ari near the place where tho 
meeting-house is erected," as ^\()nld be convr nit tit, wtis selected 
as the site of the eonrt-]iriu>e an<l jail. At a bub&L^nent meet- 
ing of the feuperviftors, held on the 11th of June, at e.-i 1 1 1 i iihter, 
forthe purpose of proportioning tlie county tax. imd ciux^biiig per- 
sons to Biiperiiitend the erection of the court-hou.-e and jail, the 
question waa raised as to the particular spot on which the build- 
ings should be placed. Although this question had been once de- 
cided, yet by a majority of one, the former decision was revmed, 
and itwaa voted that the coortrhouse and jail ahonld be built 
'^near the north .end of the northerly plain, above a mUe from 
the laeeting-honee, and abont forty rods to the northward of aU 
■tfiB hoMBB in the street but one." 

AnacQount of these proceedings wae earned to New York by 
Oean Bmah, -who infinmed GoTemor Uryon that the reTenal 
of the fint decision of the enpenriaorBy had been <^ inadvertently 
noqniieoedln'' by some of the membem of the board who were 
now convinced of the impropriety of the aet Owing to tUa 
lepreseoitation, the Governor and hie Oonndl, at a meeting held 
on the 26th of Jnne, approved of the seleotion which had been 
made at the first meeting of the supervisora, and anthoriaed the 
erection of the court-house and jail on the spot which had on 
tliat occasion been chosen.f 

Full permission having been obtained, the people of the 
county now turned their attention to the erection of a cuuiir 
house which should be cre^litalilc and of service. Tlie east 
village of Westminster built on two plains which stretch 
alonjET the banks of the Connecticut, aiui extend back to the 
momitams nearly a mile. At tlie iuii th( rn extremity of the 
aoothem phdn, which is higher than the othei , and on the brow 

* A oopy of tluB abatmot; taken from a raia-«tAine<l and woather-beaten origi- 
nal upon -which the upturned eyes of the early inhabitant* of the wilds of Vermont 
once gazed, as it looked down upon them Uom the side of an iim or of some bunible 
place of wtnahipt may be found in Appendix G. I am indebted to the Hon. Wil 
JismIL Slagiy, to llibMd «lh«r doeiuMnti. 
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of sn elevation whicli ftfterWards took tbe name of Court- 
House HUl," a spot was selected for the rite of the building. It 
was looaled on the east ride of the road bnt a short distance 
from liie tneeting^hoiise which then occupied the centre of the 
hifjbmtLj, In riiape it was almost square, the sides being about 
fot^ tel In length, and 
wae built of hewn tim- 
ber, di^boaided. The 
roof was gambrel, sur* 
'mounted by a cnpola 
or tower, open at the 
four side?*. An aisle, 
ten or twelve feet in 
width, ran east and 
west through the mid- 
dle of the lower story. 
A double door was 
placed at each end of 
the aisle, or, in other words, two doors openin^^ either way 
from a centre fastening. In aceordance witlithe custom of the 
times, the building was intended to aftbrd some of the con- 
Temences of a tayem. In the south-east comer was a kitchen 
er eook-room, occupied by the jailer, and in the south-west cor- 
ner, a bar-room, in which the jailer served in the capacity of 
bar-tender. The chimney rose between these rooms, and opened 
into each in the shape of a large, old-fashioned fire-place. An- 
other door was cut in the south side of the building, leading 
into an entry, on either ride of which were doors to the kitchen 
and bar-room. In the north part was the jail, which comprised 
^nthin ha limits two prison-rooms, divided the one from the 
other by a narrow airie mnning north and south. This airie 
eonmranicated with the broad airie, by a door. Doors also 
opened from the prison-rooma into the narrow airie. A flight 
of stairs led {h>m the east entrance to the court-room in the 
second story, which did not differ materially from the court- 
rooms of the present day in its arrangement. 

Before tlie building was completed, the superintendents had 
expended all the money whieh had been raised by tax, and 
were compelled for a while to suspend operations. Meantime 
the county had obtained two representatives in the Legislature 
of tlie j)rovince. On the 3d of Februar}-, 1773, Crean Brush, 
one of the representatives, a&ked leave to bring in a number of 
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bills de&igned to advance tlie iuteresttj of his constituents. 
Al l »Mi^ these, was one "for raising £250 in tlie county of Cum- 
berland, towards finibhiug the court-house and gaol already 
erected in the said county." Permission being granted, a bill 
to that effoct was presented, and having passed its first reading 
on the 8th, and its second reading on the lOth^ was referred to 
a committee of the whole house. Thence it was returned on the 
18th with an altered title,* and with the amendment was, on the 
15th, ordered to be engroned. Having been read a third time, it 
was enacted by the house. On the 18th, the concurrence of the 
Council in the bill was ainunmced by Boger Morris, snd on the 
8th of Marehit waspaefledinto a law. 13ie work was Boo&after 
renewed, and by the dose of summer the building was ready 
for use. Hie court-room was never finiflhed ; but its waUs, gray 
and oobwebbed, and its beams and braces rough and bare, were 
perfectly in keeping witli the turbulent q>irits who met wifliin 
its precincts in legal eonfliet, or aaeembled there to engage in 
more important 8eenfls.t 

* Tlift tHU WM «ii«iig«d M M to Mid, "Ibr rtUng tlM flntlMr nm «f JMOy," 
c Aflt of ISth Ooorgo UL, in Lowt V, T. Yoa BoIimoIi'o od., l99Uinz, p. 

80S. 

I Journal Gf ii. Asa. N. Y., 1V67-1775. The court* were held at Westminster, 
mntil It Hi. In timt year, Westminsi^r uud M&rlboroogh were deelftred to bo haif 
iUm towMi oadoM oonrt tarn in» hold «t oodi plooo vntil 1187, whm tlio liolf 
duM toww voro oboliaibod, oad the ooimty town wm wrtwihlkiiod at UTow T&a% 
where m bov OOflut-lMNise and jail were erected. The engraring in the text w 
finished from a pl«n, mn^e from memory by Dnniel Hall, Esq., who, in thp ve^ 
1794, ntt4»nded (i pchonl in the "Old Coort-Il<>u&e "* taught by Master Dulley Cha^e, 
afterwards United titatea bexiator from VermonL liie building waa demoliahed 
about the jear X8(M» 



Digrtized by Google 



OHAFXEB YUL 



JMGtBULTUXS OV 1HB XBW TOBK CXSLOKIAL A88SMBLT. BVIUIBMUKS OV 

'A HBFOItimQKABT -BFIBn* 

Censns of Cam]>«t]And and Gloneeater Goonties — Samvtl Wdb tod Ocma Bradi 
ehoseu ReprcscDtatiros — Laws for Begalatiag the AflEain of the Counties- 
Road Law — License Law — Law for Supervising In te»t*tf!«' R^tatpc, nn<l Regu- 
lating the Probate of Willa — Petition for Confirmation Charters — Law respect- 
ing tke ShatUrb F b m L aw Ertail>luihing Faira — ^Pay of Bepresentatirea— Road 
XAtr— Lmr Forfaiddiiig iniM Oourti to be hdd la Twma^Smm of 
Liberty^ — ^Letter to the SaperrisorB of Cumberland County — Meeting at Ghea* 
ter — Patriotic resolves of the Westminster Convention — Troubles at Dummer- 
aton — Dr. lifir . I y, the Town Clerk — Hia Aoooont of the Imprisonment and Re- 
leaae of Lieut Leonard Spaulding — Another Meeting at Chester — Second Con- 
Twtldn it W titiiiliigliii fVMiiiiiIII in of I mp acik m — Third CooiTeatkia at W«at> 
inlMta^^JoiiiiiiittM <tf OoR«90Bto^ 

Lr the yarions petitions, remoiiBtnuicefli and memoriab wliicb 
had been presented to the goyemon of ISiew York at different 
times, hy pexeona claiming to be leeidente on the ^ Giants," tiie 
population of tiiat district had been made to appear much 
greater tiian it reallj was. To come at tiie tnith on this point, 
Governor Donmore, on the 16tii of Jannaiy, 1771, directed tiie 
aheriffi of Cnmberland and Gloucester counties to take an enu- 
meration ot tiie inhabitants of their respective bailiwicks. As the 
result of this census, it was shown that there were in the twentj- 
fiix towns in the county of Cumberland, from which returns 
were received, of vviiito males, one thousand and ti^Ljlity, under 
the age of sixteen; one thousand and thirf y-tlirru, lictween six- 
teen and sixty ; and sixty, aged sixty and u]>warda ; of white 
females, nine hundred and forty-nine, under sixteen ; and eight 
hundred and eighty-seven above that age; of black males, 
seven, and of black females, eight The whole ])opiilation 
amounted to tV»ur tliousand and twenty-four persons, of whom 
seven hundreii and fortj-foor were heads of families. At the 
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same time the total number of whites aii<i bU'ieks in Gloucester 
county waj= found to be seven hundred and twentv-two.* AVith 
these data, tiie Legislature of New York were prepared to ap- 
preciate better the wants of a })eo})le who, on account of their 
distance from the seat of government, had been neglected, 
although their rights were nearly the same as tkoee of tbe 
mhabitaats of the other counties of the provincc.f 

Among the oomplaints which were made when the anbject 
of removing the court-honse was lirst mooted, was one arising 
from the fact that the people of Cumberland ooonty were denied 
repreeentation in the IPtoTincial Xiegielatire. IJiomae Chandlery 
writing to Governor DnnmiOfe, on the 10th of April, had in- 
formed him of lihis ^ grievance^" and had expressed Ide belief 
that his lordship would endeavor to redress it The right of 
petition being that most frequently exercised in such cases, the 
people of the county drew up an address to Governor Trj on, on 
the Tth of December, 1772, in whleh they set forth the powers, 
privileges, and immunities" to which they were by the terms 
of their cliarter entitled. They declared themeelves " wholly 
disposed to demean themselves as good subjects,'' but expressed 
a desire of " enjoying, in common with the inhabitants of the 
other counties," the liberty of choosing two representatives ** to 
serve in the General Assembly." " Such representation, ' Biud 
they, "will fulfil the h tpes of your petitioners, by establishing 
that firm and lasting comiectirn which tlioy are desirous should 
ever FmbpiRt between them and tlie i^overnment to which it is 
tlieir happiness to-belong, and will enable them tlie more readily 
to accomplish the good purposes of government, by obtaining 
such laws as will most tend to its honor and their own pros- 
perity." This address, which bore at its foot one hundred and 
fif^y-one signatures, having been read in Council on the 23d of 
December, was favorably received, and a writ was ordered to 
issue, enabling the freeholders and inhabitants of the county to 
choose two representatives to sit in next Gcncral.Assembly 
of the province. At the election, which was held agreeable to 
this order, Samuel Wells, of Brattleborough, and Crean Brushy 
of Westminster, were returned as repres^itati ves. - The Legislar 
tore being then in session, they soon after repaired to the city 

• WiUianu'B Hirt. Vt, !•! cd., p. 411 : 2d li 47R Brattlebowmirh Sctal. 

Weekly Iteg^ rd» bm. 48» 4b-41, 7«. Dm BiiL M, Y« 
iv. 1084 

\ See Appendix H 
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of New York, and, liaving notified their attendance to the 
house on the 2d of Febmarj, 1773, were called in, and after 
preseatiDg their credentiiUfl, were ordered to withdraw. Having ' 
been received as representatiTes hy a nnanimoiu vote, they 
were waited upon by Kr. De Lancej and Mr. NiooU, two of ; 
the reprefeeniatiyeB^ by whom they were oondacted to one of 
the oom&uflijonerB appointed to qnalifjr representatiTes, and ' 
having taken the reqnired oaths, were allowed to take their 
seats at the table." Such was die ceremony by which mem- 
bdnrwcfelndiieted into office nnder the old conrtier-like regime. 
KepubllcaniBm has removed most of the forms which served to 
give dignity to the legislative transactions of our ancestorg, and 
tile result may, for a time, have been beneficial, i >ut the expe- 
rience of the last twenty yeaiti has shouu, at leaat in our deli- 
berative hudies, that a decrease in rcBpectful conduct has fol- 
loTTcd closely npou a di&use of ceremonial observiiuces, and the 
scenes which have lately disgraced the Hour of our National 
Congress have awakened in many a heart a wish fur the revival 
of some of that becoming etiquette which lent so great a grace 
to the proceedings of the assemijlica of former dayt*.* 

Previous to the election of Wells and Brush, some of the 
members of the Legislature had proposed the passage of a 
namber of necessary and judicious laws, relating to Cumber- 
land county. Leave having been granted, on the 15th of 
January, 1772, to brin^ in such acts aa would meet the ends 
designed, the yeomanry of Cumberland had the satisfaction of 
knowing before the close of the session that their wants had 
been considered, and that the punishment of the statute- 
breaker and the protection of good men were certain, so fiur aa 
l^gal enactments could avail, to produce these results. 

The first of these acts, passed on the 86th of rebruary, was 
for the revivaL and continuation of an act which had been made 
eiz yean before for the purpose of ^ laying out, regulating and 
keeping in repair'' the roads of the county.f At the same time 
a law was enacted for regulating the inns and taverns of the 
county. By its provisions no person was allowed to sell ^ by 
retml, any i-um, brandy, wine, or spirits of any kind, nnder the 

• Council Miniit««, in office Sec, State, N. Y., 1766-1783, xxvi 881. Journal 
Geo. Aim. V. Y., Mtn^lTin. Dooi Bist N. T.. W. 8ie» 811 

f Sm Mfi; pp. 188, 189. By ra Mt {Mated Mareh 8th, 17V8, thit set wm ez> 
tended to Gloiioc^t.^r coun^. Laws of X Y., Vu SohaMk^ «d., lS91-lt78, p|K 
489-490, S4«,804» 806. 
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quantity of one quart ; nor any cider, strong beer, metlieglin, 
or any Buch strong liquor, or any mixt liquorR, directly or indi- 
rectly, under tlie (^[uantity of five gallons," without a license, on 
pain of forfeiting the 8um of twenty Bliillings, current money, 
for every offence, one-half of the fine to be paid to him who 
should sue for it, the other half to the overseers of the poor, 
for the benefit of those under their care. Licensee were to be 
granted for one year by tbe court of General SeetioDft of the 
Peace, to such peiBons as the justices should recommend, and 
were to be entmd by the derk on the court records. The jus- 
tice from whom a recommendation proceeded, was to receive 
three shiUings for cTery license grantedy and the derk two 
shillings for his services. By anoti^er provisiooi the act was to 
be read once in every year at the session of the court.* 

Hany difficnltiee hfwi already arisen from the imperfect con* 
dition of the laws regarding tiie probate of wills and the set- 
tlement of the affiurs of intestates. By an act passed on the 
11th of November, 1693, in the fourth year of the reign of Wil- 
liam and Mary, the courts of Common Pleas for the remote 
counties in the colony of Kew York, had been authorized " to 
take ilie examination of witnesses to any will within the said 
respective remote counties upon oath, and to grant letters of 
administration.'* 

On the 24th of March, 1772, an act was passed extending the 
aforesaid act to Cumberland and Gloucester counties, giving to 
the courts of Common Fleas in tliose counties power " to take 
tlie examination of any witnesses to wills upon oath and " to 
act, do, and perform every matter and thing" pertaining to the 
supervising of intestates' estates, the regulating of the probate 
of wills, and the granting of letters of administration. When 
the courts were not in session, the same authority was given to 
the judges and justices by virtue of their office, and the clerks 
were ovdered to give such aasiataace as mi^t with propriety be 

■ Tlila act am«»nf^e<! March Sth, 17T3, nn^ 'iras pTtcnt^ffl to Gloucester 
COtmty. As altered, no person was allowed to retail "any Hum, Branily, Wine, 
or Bpirita of way kind, under the Quaatity of Fire GaUous,'' vithout & iioeoMu 
Ho ptnen having a IImbm **to Ntefl itrong liqnon," was p ew n i t tt d to "mU obj 
mist JAtpon, ^iMoUy or iadirMlly, on poia of Ibifeitiiig tlio Sam of Twmtf 
ShniiDgs," eimtilt iTioney. for oacli oSTence, to b« reoovered and applied it diTMlad 
by the former act. The judges of the Inferior court of Common Pleas were 
authorixcd to grant licensee at the meetings of the ooiirt of General Seasioos of 
the Peace, to such persons as tliey should dean proper. Laws of N. Y., Vaa 
BehMAk** ed^ 1691-1778, pp. 646, 647, 80& 
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demanded of tibem. Owing, no donbt, to the troubles oonBe- 
qnent npou die proeeention of the Deans for felling Us Majca- 
trees, as related in a preTions chapter, a bill was brought 
in, on the Sdth of Febniary, for preventing abnses in the de< 
itmction of timber by joint tenants, or tenants in common, to 
the prejndice of their fellow joint tenants or commoners." It 
wac urdcred to a secuiiJ reading, Init, as no further account of it 
appears on the Assembly journala, it m prubabio that it was 
defeated.* 

Althongh a number of the townsliips east of the Green Moun- 
tains, bad received confinnation charters from Kew York agree- 
able to the order in Council of Jnly 20th, 1764, still the majority 
of tlieiii were held by grants from New TTfimpshire. To pro- 
duce a UTiifonnity in tlie titles, about four hundred of the favor- 
ers of the jurisdiction of New York residing in the count its of 
Cumberland and Gloucester, petitioned the King on the 26th of 
January, 1778, to confirm to them the rest of the townships for 
€oe half of the usual fees of office. ^ Your petitioners," said 
tiiey, " are not desirous of any cbange of jurisdiction, but are 
perfectly satisfied ^-ith, and earnestly wish to continne under 
the goTemment of New York, and are only amdons to have their 
titles made valid and secure by confirmations under the Great 
Seal of the said province, which have been hitherto snqmded, 
SB your petitionen are informed, by yonr Kijesly's royal in* 
stni€tioii&'' On acconnt of the insecnrity of dieir titles, they 
dedaied that they conld not carry on their improvements with 
spirit and vigoor'' for fear of being deprived of them and losing 
their labor ; Hiat they were not entitled to the rights and privi- 
leges of freeholders, by reason of the defects of their New Hamp- 
shire charters ; and from the same cause, were unable to sup- 
port any actirm in behalf of their landed property, when it was 
ii.jured or withheld from them. ** While these distressing cir- 
cumstances," said they, "fall hca-s^- on individuals, they at the 
eame time obstruct the E^owth and further cultivation of these 
new coTiiities, impede the equal administration of justice, and 
prevent the payriient and augmentation of your Majesty's re- 
venue from th(^ quit rents." Tliese were some of the reasons 
which induced them to seek for a securer title than that under 

^ Ati of .AMmbly, p«aeed m the ProTince of N«w York, London ed itvcojox^ 
pp. 16, 17. ActBof 12th George HT., in Laws of N. Y., Van SeiMMMk^ 
ed, im-ll'Ii, pp. 646, 647, 907. Jotuiud Gfiii. Aat. N. Y.. 1767-1776. 
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which they then held. J>iit a reduction of the fee^^ of oflace one 
half, as prayed for hy the petitioners, was deemed too great a 
"mark of favor and indulr];ence'' to be grunted, and the riotoua 
conduct of the Bettlers on the webt eide of the inoiuitains receiv* 
ed more attention from government than the reaaouable com- 
plaintB of the more peaceable inhabitanta of CmnberUnd and 
Gloucester.* 

At the fleBfliooi of the Assembly of New York in 177^, an 
act was passed on the 18th of March relative to CnmberlaiKL 
coontyy for the purpose of settUng certain disputed qnestiOOB 
regarding the eheiifTs datiea and privileges.. By the law 
enacted on that oooaaioay. he wa^ anthemed to compnte his 
mileage fees for the serrice of idl writs and paperii*' from the 
conrt-honse at Westminster. He was also empo:wesed, *^ for the 
time being,'^ to demand *^ibe nsnal eustomaiy" mileage fees for 
eveiy mile he might necessarily travel in or on?* <tf the 
eonnly, in order to £M»litate the retam''.of writs and proeessea 
Issued from the Supreme court of the oolony. An. affidavit < 
fix>m him of the number of miles he had thus, travelled, ^aa 
declared to be sufficient proof when present^ to one of the 
judges of the Inferior court of Common Pleas, and, after the 
approval of the affidavit, tlic blicjiir was allowed to tax liis 
mileage fees in the bilU> of cobts. In addition to these privi- 
leges, he was authorized, by himself or his deputies, to serve 
jut^t ices' warrants, summonses, executions, and other precepts 
in civil causes, and to collect the fees for his ti'ouble.f 

By an act passed on the 11th of Koveinber, 1692, wlieii Ben- 
jamin Fletcher was Governor of Kew York, for ''settlinjr fairs 
and markets in each respective city and county throughout the 
province," an attempt had been made to excite and maintain an 
interest in improving the agricultural condition of the country. 
The manner in which these faics were conducted, was most 
liheral and heneficiaL According to the r^gulationsi *^all and 
every person or personsi inliabitant% straugerB, or sojourners'^ 
mi^dtt resort to them, and ^^cany or cause to be carried^' 
thitlier, aU sorts of cattle, horses, mares, colts, grain, victnalsy 
provisioDs, and other necessaries, together with aU sorts of mer- 
chandise of what nature soever," and esq^oee them for.aale or 
barter *^ in gross, or by retail, at the times, houis, and seaaoDa" 

• T>o<;, Hht \. y,, iv. *i'21-«-»4. 

f A( t of i^th GdorgellL, id Laws of ^«w York, ViA 8ch«Mk't 44 1691-n7S» 

pp. 7y6, 797. 
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appofiiited. At each fidr, an officer, styled a Goyemor, bad 
gapreme control, and waa empowered to "coininiaBimiate'* 
rulers of the IMp, who were " to hold Courts of Pypowder," in 
the manner in which they were conducted in England.* In 

accordance with these reguhitions, an act wjis passed on the 8th 
ot* .Marcli, 1773, *' res})ecting fairs in tlic counties of Albany, 
Cnniberland, and Trj'on." In making provision for tlie second 
named county, two fail's were appointed to be holdcn annually 
at Westminster ; the first firom the first Wednesday in June 
until the evening of the IViday next enRninc% and the second, 
for tlie same period, from the first Wt 'iiic><lay iti September. 
All the rules and usages which had obtained' mult r the old act, 
were npplied with full force by tlie new act to the regulation of 
the fairs in the county of Cumberiand.f 

A question having arisen as to the remuneration which the 
memberB from Cimiberland were to receive for their services, 
an act was paased on tiie Sth of March by which the sum oi 
twelve shillingB, enirent moneif, was allotted to each of them 
fOf erery day's attendance on the Assembly, Ten days waa 
apportioned to each at the beginning, and the same nmnber of 
days at the close of the session, to be used in going to and 
fetnining fktm the Aflaemblyi and for the time thus conaomed, 
regnlar attendmoe fees were allowed. The coonty treaanrer 
wwovdered to pay the nepraentatiTeB their wagea on awanaat 
from file fiUperriflOVB, and the aom thns expended waa to be 
rtMWoed aa otbnr ohaigeB, and collected witldn ten days after 
die aaBesament 

On the 29Ui of Norember, 1745, an «A had been paased to 
p t e v e a t damages by awme in Bntcheea eonnty. Cnmberland 
b^ng In want of aimilar protection, this act waa extended to 
that county on the 8th of March, 1773, and was declared to be 
in fwrce until the Ist of January, 17754 

• Hi* word Piepoudre, Piepowder, or Pypowder, it derived from the French 
pStdf htt^ mad pouimm ^huty, §etm prndn^ doat; or pied-pMmmio, » peddkfc 
FSapowteMvli vtM fTintod at lidn in Eiiglfiid, Ibr 

all mAnner of cAtues arising and disorders committed npoa the place, and were so 
Callci^ rithf-r " because juBtice -w-aa <lon<^ to any injnrpd person before t)io ^Imf of 
toe fair was off his feet," or because the principal disputes determined were be- 
twe«x those who resorted to the fain, and the alien merchants or peddlers who 
gmm t S lj altondrt on soeh o eBM i oML Bma't Popular AiillqiiiU«» IL 4«& 

f Aet of 4th William and Mary, ud act of IStih GMtg* in» In Lcwt of V9W 
Tork, Van SchascVn 1691-1778, pp. 11-14, 802. 

% The Mt of KoTombv S9tb, 1746, referring to Diiftob«w «oas^t Wm agaia 
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At die session of the Legidatiure, for the year 1774^ enlj one 
ftct waa peased in which espeeial reference was had to Cumber* 
land county. This act, paned on the 9fh of March, had for its 
object, the reTidon of the Uwb ooncieming etnmnon and pnb- 
Hc highwajB,^ and the &cilitation of the bnaineBB of ^raising 
the county charges.*' By its proyisiDQB, all dispatee wideh 
mif^lit arise as to the place proper for making a road," were 
to be determined by commissioners appointed by the court of 
General Sessions, wlio were to be paid by the towns interested. 
Tlie road which they might hiy out, wa^* to I u worked as were 
other roads. Owing to the inii)ortance of Westminster, as the 
county town, p^icular care was taken that the approaches to 
it should be kept in good condition. Its iiiliabitaius who were 
freeholders and who lived on the "town street," or who owned 
lands bordering thereon, were each of tiiem ordered to work 
tlircL' days during the year 177^, " in clearing, oi^ening, and re- 
pairing the said town street, to the breadth of ten rods." Tliis 
service was to be deducted from the amoimt of general road 
labor^ which each was required to perform. As to the claaeea 
of persons bonnd to or excnaed from labor, by the general road 
law, it was enacted, that every laborer or tradesman who was 
not a freeholder or honsekeeper, should be obliged to work only 
three days in each year on die highwaja, and all indented aer 
rants living with and laboring for their masters, and yonng men 
living witii and laboring fbr tfaeur parents, and not freehdders, 
were wholly excused from road woHl on their own aoeonnt. 
Freeholders were compelled to keep the roads in repair, and 
ei^t hours of labor ih that service, was deemed a day^s work. 

A short time before, a road had been laid out throo^ the 
townships of Bratdeborongh, New Marlborough, Whiting, and 
Draper, in Onmberiand county, and through the townships of 
Readesborongh, Kew Stamford, and Pownal, in Albany ooun^. 
As tliis road was calculated to facilitate the transportation of 
produce to market, and raise the value of land, the freeholders 
residing in the townships throui^h which it passed, were ordered 
to work on it three days in each year, thencefor\Mird. Sninuel 
Anderson of Albany connty, and John Houghton and ^Iidachi 
Church of Brattleborough, were appointed commissionei's to in- 

reviT^d «b Uid Iti «f April, Wj6t to b« eoutiniied imtQ Janouy ITSO, and 
was, as before, extoDded to Omnberiand county. Aet of IfithGwive III. in New 
York Colony Laws, 1774, 1776, p. 127. See also act of l»th George IT., and of 
l%th OMflge m., in Lm of Yn Van ScbMck't od., pp^ M6» 80& 
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spect the road and alter its course, if tliey slmuld think best, 
and were allowed eight shillingt, per diem for their serviccfl. 

To I'aeiiitate the raising of county charges, the justices of the 
peace, in case any township or district should neglect to choose 
a supervisor, assessors, or colkct* rs, " at the proper time," were 
authorized to nominate, at the next court Hcssion, the officers so 
necrlected to be chosen, who were obliL^cd to serve under a 
penalty of ten pounds. Tliis penalty, it incurred, was to be sued 
for by the county treasurer, as were also moneys detained by 
the collectors against the will of the sherilf. The t^econd Tues- 
day in June was fixed upon as the day on which the supervisors 
were to hold their annual meeting at Westminster. The laws 
passed by the Kew York Legislature for the beaefilt of Onmber- 
land country although wisely planned, were not readily execute 
ed. Where a direct and pa1paV)le benefit was to ensae from 
their obsenrance^ they were obeyed ; but when any one chose to» 
break them, his disobedience was bat little regarded, and waa 
atill more rarely punished.* 

Hie last session of the Oolonial Legislature of New York, held 
in the early part of the year 1775, was noted for the amount of 
busineBS which was transacted and llie large number of bills 
which were passed. Of die latter, only two related to Comber^ 
land counly, and of these, that by which the western bounds of 
the county were changed, has been already notieed.t The 
o&er bin, enacted on the Ist April, had for its object, the pre- 
vention of the trial of causes in taverns, by justices of the peace. 
In accordance with an establislied hiw of tlic colony, justices of 
the peace were allowed to hold a court for the trial of causes 
to the value of five pounds and under. In Cumberland coun- 
ty, it had come to be tlie fan) i ion for justices to hold tlieir courts 
in taverns, "to tlie great prejudice of the suitors, and damage 
of the inhabitants." To prevent this alnise, justices who should 
be guilty of it after the second Tuesday in June following, were 

• Act of 14th George UL, in New York Colony Laws, 1774, 1776, ppt 61^ 
f TlM UwHktnd to, wm pMNd Hwoh ISth. ms. wd ww «iililiia, «jU 

COTiini to the ralae of five poundi, and under, and for tmspending ao Act therein 
mentioned.' Act of 12tb Oeorgo UL, in Lawt of Stw Yotk, Van Sohaad^a ed. 

1691-1778, p. 618. 

Hie **Act thereia mentioned" was possad December 16tli, 1737, while George 
ClaikowMLieiitiQtiitGofenior, andwaa tntillod, "AnAotferortablMdiigiiid 
regulating Courtly to dottRoino CMiiea of Tatif Shillinfi. and iind«r,.lii tfiia €k»> 
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to far^t for each offence ten poimds, and the prooeedi 1 1 of the 
ooni^t held m dl^obedi^ce to this orderi were dedared noU and 
ToJ4t- Poifeilnres in such cases, were to be sued for and reoo- 
yered) with costs of suit, by a ^ tarn action in any oonrt of 
record in the colouy, one half of the sum to be allowed the pro- 
secutor for his trouble, the otlier half to be appropriated to the 
support of the poor iu the township or district where the offence 
wae committed.* 

On the 3d of April, tw«> days after tlie passage of tliia act, 
the Colonial Assembly of Kew York adjourned, never to meet 
a^ain. The feelintrs of liatred towards Great Britain, wliicii * 
had originateflj.in part, in the extension of the btamp laws to 
the colonies ten years previous, had in the mean time )>een 
increasing in force, and now, as tlien, found their exponent 
in the conduct of the " Sons of Liberty." Long had tliese 
determined men waited for tlie time wlien they should be able 
to demand of Great Britain the free exercise of tliose rights 
which had been guaranteed to them as her subjects. That 
time had now come, and they were not unprepared to improve 
the opportunities which it offered. 

Among the most prominent actors in the ante-revolutionary 
history of New Yoric, was Isaac Low, Early in the year 1774, 
a oommittee of correspondence had been formed in the city of 
Kew York, for the purpose of ascertaining the feelungs c^f the 
inhabitantB of the province in regard to the usurpations of the 
mother country. As chairman of this committee, Low had 
writt^ to the snperviBorB of Cumberland corni^, on the Slat 
of Haj) in that year, for information as to the measures which 
the m^fHitgr of the people in that part of New Yoirk wonld be 
lik^j to adopt in the present crisis. At their meeting in Jane, 
no actioa was taken upon his letter by the snpervisotB, and» 
either *^ through ignorance or intention,'' they endeavored to 
keep the knowledge of the existence of such a document from 
the people. The secret, nevertheless, was whispered abroad, 
and having become known to Br* Bcnben Jones of Bocking- 
ham, and Oapt Aaariah Wright of Westminster, was commu- 
nicated by them to the towns in which they lived. Meetings 
were, in consequence, called in those towns, and a committee 
from each was appointed to wait on the supervisors at tlieir 
meeting in September, to see if they had in their poaeesdiuu 

* Act of 15th 0«oige IIL, in Kew York Colonj Law8» 1774, 1776, fi 128. 
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•iij pipen wliicli shoiUd have been laid before the people of 
the eounly. When that, which had been a snspicion, proved to 
be a fact, the siipervkon made manyezcnaeB for their conduct 
Some pleaded ignorance, ^ Bome one thing, and some anodier^^ 
Bat ^ the moet of them," gays Dr. Jones, in his acconnt of tlie 
afibir, ^ did seem to think that the^ coold send a return to the 
ocnamitfcee at New Tofic, without ever laying it before their 
eonstitnentB ; which principle, at this day, so much prevails, 
ibal it is the undoing of the people." " Men, at this daj," 
adds the philosophic chronicler, are so tainted with the princi- 
ples of ^rnamj, that they would fiun belieye that, as they are 
chosen by the people to any land of ol&ce, for any partiealar 
thing, they haTe the sole power of Aat people by whom they 
are chosen, and can act in the name of l^t people in any 
matter or thing, thongh it is not in any connection with what 
tliey were chosen for."* 

A resolution was now formed tliut no answer shonld be 
returned to Low's letter, until it had been laid before every 
town in the connty. In uccordanco with this determination, 
the pe<>[>le in eacli to\m were invited to pend delegates to a 
convention to be liolden at "Westminster on the 10th of October 
following. When the call was received at Chester, four of the 
inhabitants, by a written aj)pllcation, dated October 3d, re- 
quested Col. Thomas Chandler, tlie town clerk, to cfill n town 
meeting, that it might be known liy a public expression wiiether 
the people were willing " to choose a com** to make re])ort to 
y* com** of Correspondence," whether they would ** stand for 
the privileges of North America whether they were content 
to receiye the late acts of Parliament as Jnst," or would 
"view them as nnjnst^ oppressive, and unconstitutional," A 
meeting was accordingly held on the 10th of October. GoL 
Chandler was chosen moderator, and a comemittee of five were 
directed to join the connty committee for the pnrpose of pre- • 
paring a report for ^ committee of oorra^ndenoe in tibie cit?f 
of KsfW Yolk. Not content with lending their aid to effect 
tiioee changes in behalf of which many were soon to snflbr,the!y 
reserved in the moet patriotic manner, and in language whose 
meaning was tmmlstakable, ^that the People of America 
ara NatnraUy Lititaled to all the Priviledges of Free Boise 
fitOyeeia of Oteat Britain, which Priviledges liiey have Never 

• a«M Vt Slate PApen.pc 6S. 
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Forfeited; tliut Every Man's Estate, TTonestlr acqnired, is his 
o\rii, and uo person on Earth has a Kight ti> take it away with- 
out the Proprietor's Consent, unless he forfeit it by some crime 
of hiB oommitting; that all acts of the British Parliament, 
Tending to take away or a'bridge these Bights, ought not to be 
obeyed ; that the People of this Town will joyn with d&eir 
Fellow American Subjects in opposing in all Lawfull ways 
eveiy Incroachment on their Natund Bights." Thus gpoke the 
people of Chester. In capital letters and in syllables strengifar 
ened bj hesyy gnttiuals, thej spoke, but their language wainol 
the *^ great swelling wonls of Tanily.*' Every sound oontained 
t meaning, and ereiy meaning seemed to look forward to a 
development of iteelf in action. Similar meetings were held in 
other places with similar results.* 

On the 19th of October, eighteen delegates from twelve 
towns, met in convention at the ^ County Hall" in Westminster. 
The session lasted two days. GoL John Hazeltine of Towns- 
hend, was chosen chairman, and the meeting having been pro- 
perly organized, ihn letter of Isaac Low, the act of the British 
Piiiliauiunt by wliicli a duly had been levied on tea for the 
purjjose of raising a revenue in America, the Boston port bill, 
and several arbitrary declarations of the English govermaent, 
were read in tlie liearing of the people. Tliesie papere were 
referred to a committee consisting of John Grout, of Cliebter ; 
Joslina "Webb, of AVestniiudter ; Paul Spooner, of Hertford; 
Edward IlaiTis, of Ilalifax ; and Major AV^illiani AVilliams, of 
Marlborough. In the report which they submitted on the fol- 
lowing day, they brietiy reviewed the sufierings which they 
had endured as pioneers in the settlement of a new country, 
and the hardships they had encountered in ^'subduing the 
wilderness, and converting it into fruitful fields." 13iey 
expressed the greatest suxprise that Americans should, by the 
• late acts of Parliament, have been deprived " of that great 
right of calling that their own," which they by their indnstiy 
had honestly acquired; that the King and Pariiameni should 
dare to say with impnni^ they had right to bind the 
eoKonies in all caetis whatsoever," and that they should ^ atteimpt 
to exercise that authority, by taking, at their pleaanre, the pio- 
perdes of the Sing's American sabjeeta without their consent.'' 
^ He who haa no^ing^-^this was the aignment oi these liberty* 
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loving men, who, regardtul of the course which England had 
pursued towards her colonies, looked forward with dread 
api-rciiensions to the ftitiire — "he who has nothing but what 
aiiuther has power at pleasure la\\iully to take away from hi?!!, 
lias nothing that ho can call \m own, and is, in the fullest sense 
of the word, a slave — a slave to liim who has such power; and 
as no part of British America stipulated to settle as slaves, tlie 
privileges of British subjects are their privileges, and whoever 
endeavoure to deprive tiiem of their privileges is guilty of 
treason against the AmierioaiiB, as well aa the Britiah coii»titii> 
lion." 

In view of these aentimente^ thej reaolved " that as trae and 
loyal subjects of our graeiona aovereigm King (George the 
Third of Great Britain, Ae., we will spend our lives and 
fortnnea in hia aervice; that aa we will defend our Xing while 
he reigns orer tus hia anhjecta, and wish hia reign may be long 
ami glorioDa, ao we will defend onr jnat ri^ts^ ae Britiah sub* 
jecta, againat vrerj power that ahall attempt to deprive na of 
tfaeniy while hrealh ia in onr noatrila) and blood in onr yeina; 
that oonaidering the late acta of &e Britiah Parliament, for 
blocking up the port of Boston, &c., which we view aa arbitraiy 
and unjust, inaamnch aa the Parliament have aoitenced them 
unheard, and diapenaed with all the modea of law and jnatioe 
which we think necessary to diatingniah between lawfoUy 
obtaining right for property injured, and arbitrarily enforcing 
to comply with their will, be it right or wrong, wo resolve to 
assist the people of Boston in defence of their liberties to the 
utmost 01 our abilities." In tlie' next resolution they announced 
in the most explicit terms the ruieo by which their own conduct 
slioiil l be governed in circumstances in which they miglit be 
nearly CMncemed. Sensible," said they, "that tljc strength 
of our Ojjjxisition to the late acts conhists in a uniform, manly, 
steady, and detennined mode of procedure, we will bear tes- 
timony again«t, and discouniij^e all riotous, tumultuous, nnd 
unnecessary mobs which tend to injure the persons or prv)pertie8 
of harmless individuals ; but endeavour to treat those })erson8 
whose abominable principles and actions show them to be 
eoemies to American liberty, aa loathsome animals not £t to 
be touched or to have any society or connection with." 

Agreeable to the suggestions contained in Low^s letter, a 
committee composed of Joshua "Webb, John Grout, William 
Williama, Deacon John SesskoiB of- Westminster, and Gapt 
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Joab Iloisington of Wiadsor, "were chosen to coramunicate 
witli other conmiiitces of correspondence in the province and 
ekcwhere. Timnks were returned to tlie committee in New 
York city for the notice they had taken of the " infant county," 
and the chairman wub directed to forward the rrsulutiuikj of the 
conventioii to Isaac Low, and iuibrm him why iiLs letter to the 
Bupervisors had not met with an earlier answer. The con- 
vention also acknowledged their ol)ll£ration6 to Jolin Ilazeltine, 
"for liis good Berviccs as chairman.'^ TIub report was read, 
pai'agraph hy paragrapli, and was adopted unanimously. Al« 
thou*5h there is no record to that eflect, yet power seems to 
have been given to the chairman to convoke another convoT>tioii 
whenever the good of the county might seem to demand iL* 

The town of DummerBton numbered among its inhabitants 
some who were unfiieiidly to the juriadiction of Xew YorlE, 
and who regarded the order of the King in Council, by which 
Cotinectieat nver was declared the eastem boondaiy of tbat 
province, as especially tyrannicaJL Such were pre-eminently 
the ^ k ws of Solomon Ilarvej, the physician and cleikof this 
pairiotic village, and the records which be kept, in virtue of the 
latter office, exhibit 09 almost eveiy page, traoea of hia peculiar 
di^Misituni* The diaUke which he, in common with othen, 
entertained towards tihe government of New York, bad no 
doubt been increased by the aristocratic bearing of some of 
the county offidaJs wbo bold their appointments from the 

♦ American Archive*, Fourth Scries, 1776, vol. ii. coIr. 1064-1 "66. The proce^d- 
tngt of tliia oouTctition— 4he first beld nithin the Umits of th« pr«»ent state of 
Ymmit Ibr the purpose of oppodbag the ijtmmm bmmiwm of OmsI WrltHM 
were not nude pnblio nnUl tfao middle of the year foUowing. ICetntimck the 
CoDgress of the United Cktlonies had been organized, end « report had got ehroed 
charging the peopl** of Cnmberlan*^ cvmity with being tmfriendly to it^ Tit<*fl««pre!'. 
On the l!8<i of Jane, 1775, some person in New York city— pi ol.a! 1 y .i*'hn 
Uaceltine, for he had airived there as a meoiber of tUe New York I'ruvxuciai 
OoDgrev two days prerunie— eddrcMed • note ttf John Holt^ liie editor of the 
Vew York loanial, oouehed in these words: "The Oonnty of CunilMrUad In 
this Province, having been represented as ininiioel to the proceedings of the 
lata Continental Corfgresii at Philadelphia, and toth*> (•ov^^rnl Provincial C<mgr«!*e8 
nnce held in H^g respective liriti^h Coloai(» in America la defence of their just 
ri^taand freedom; you are desired to publish in the New York Journal the 
IbUowing PMeeediage end Besolntiene of e GenenJ Gommittee^ eoneietiiig of the 
OenmHtees of a number of Towns, by wliich the whole County Was WiD 
represented at a meeting in October last. The long delay of the publicmtaon was 
©cca*»i(>ncd by eoma unfair practices of a siuull but miaehievou? party, together 
with the remote situation of the County from the City of New York." Holt 
eeinplied with the request of hie corre^Nmdenty end the opinione of the people 
of Itaberiaed Mortj wwe pveMated k their true ligki 
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Culonial LegiBUture ; and the abuse of power which these men 
sometimes exhibited in their functionary character, was used as 
an argument agaiiist tlioso from wliom they had received their 
authority. At a town niectiT]*' lield at Dumraerston on the 
17th of May, 1774, tlie po*_tple omitted to chuuse town trustees. 

SliDuld tliis Excite any Speculation," bplvb Ilarvev, wlio entered 
au account of the event on the town records, several years atter 
its occurrence, " it may be remembered that the Gk>vermnent 
ci "New York, Im, Ever Since July 4th Anno 1764,* Exer- 
cised au unpresidented sjBtem of tyrany over all that teritoiy 
Since Called State of Yennont, and did in almost NumberleeB 
instances So Cruelly Harrass and pillage the poor IN'cw Settlers 
iu tin's intolerably inhospitable wilderness, as rendered their 
hard Emed pfttanoes Scaroe worth Enjoying, and all under the 
Sacred and anspeciona Name of adzninistring justice." 

Having with these words aroused the feoolleetio& of his 
readers, the eloquent eleik proceeds to vaaSM to them the 
reasons whicb led the people of the town to postpone the 
eleetioQ of trnstees. ^Ghmmor Trym ^ his imps, and the 
ndnions of the British tyrant (George the third),* Uiese are his 
glowing words : had their HeU-inTented policy, their pUms, 
CSofumissions, «nd other artfbl insinuations, Extended their in* 
flnence into Every New plantation, over which they tyraniaed ; 
and had not failed Even to have Some in their interest in this 
town, who by art and insiiniation, overpersuaded the honest 
people of this town to Omit Chusing trustees for thv year, 
alledging that they had no right to it by virtue of au}' Law of 
the goveruuient, notwithstanding the provision made aiul pro- 
vided in such Cases, and the Special injunction to all incorpo- 
rated Societies to Comply with it." The people liaving 
discovered the imposition which had been practi«r-l u]M)1i them, 
and fearful that some of the higher dignitaries of tlie county 
would " appoint some of their emissaries to supply the jilace of 
trustees," caused another meeting to be notified, and avoided 
tilie mischief which had been intended for them by choosing for 
fii^f0it^es the officers whose places had been left vacant at the 
regular eIectioa.t 

Fully on tiwir guard, and ready to treat as tyrants those who 

• Tlie order !n Omincil which declared Connectient river to b** the eiv^t^m 
b>:»andarj of Now York, wa* paased on th« Wtik of Joiy, 1764^ It is to tliis data 
that Umrrtj [vrolwbly intoaddd to r«f«r. 
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should eiideav(»r to de]>rive tliem of any of tbeir privilege, 
they afle^\^ iirds sent delegates to the Westminster convention, 
and were among the foremost in advancing the objects for 
which it had been convoked. Nor was it long before they had 
an opportunity to carry into action the spirit which they had 
evinced in words. An event occnrred in their own lock-ribbed 
Tillage, which allowed fall scope to their pttriotism, and ended 
in confirming the jealous watchfolneeB with which they had 
resolved to guard their rights. Hie warm-blooded Dr. Harvey, 
I2ie ^ village Hampden" of Dnmmenton, who^ jadged hj his 
aeal and eouxagey seems to have possessed 

** Hands, that Hht vod of cmpirt Bolgbt ha>f tway'd,** 

was the leader on this occasion. lie lias 8ho"\vn, in his narrative 
records, how the insolence of Britain was checked by the valor 
of hinaself and of his compeers, and it is but right that he 
ahonld tell the story in his own quaint and energetic mode. 

« On the 28th of October, A. Dom. 1774, lieut Leonard 
8paulding of the town of Fullham alias Bammerston, was Com- 
mitted to the Common gaol for high treason against the British 
Qrrant George the third,* by the direction of the infamous 
Crean Brush, bis attorney, ^ Noah Sabin, William Willard, 
is Epbiaim Banney Esqis., and Wm. Paterson the high 
Shxeeve, and Benja. Gorton, and the infamous Bildad Easton, 
and his Deputiesf ; upon which, on the following day, viz. 

• " p. S. Mr. Spaultling's prttL ndi d Crime was, that lie threw out some words 
uaiiiYinir»bie to the British tyrant relatiag to the Quebec Bill by which he is 
Bad* Pope of that goveiiiiiMiit*->-lf8b J>aiiiaMnt«nMOorda, 1 SO. 

The etOM of lientoiuuit 8p>wWii>^a oonanoiiMiit, is more fully givMi in the 
annexed extract " One man they put into close prison for high treason ; and all 
thet they proved ngainst him, was, that he wiid if the kiriK' had signed the Quebeic 
bill, it wad hia opinion that he had broke his coruaatiuD-oath. But tlie good 
people went and opened the prison door and let him go, and did no rlolenee to 
my mull penon or property.**— akde'e Yt State Phipeni p. 6S. 

By the proTisiont ot the Quebec bill, as it was called, the Roman Oatholit 
religion, instead of being tolerated in Quebec, as stipulated by the treaty of peace, 
W8» ^MfnhUnhed. By the same aft the people of the province were deprived of the 
right U) an Assembly. Trial by jury, and the English laws, in civil cases, were 
abolished. In the place of the latter laws, the laws of Fraaoe were established, in 
direelTkMoBof UaM^esty'sproniNlBhieroyalprodiflMtioB. See Jwwiiili 
Am. Cong. i. 87. 

\ Jacob Laughton of Dummerston who was V>urn in Rutland, Massaehusett?, 
Pept'Tn^ >er 10, 1760, and who was contemporary wirh Dr. Harvey, remarked to 
the author, in a ounrersation which took place iiv l>ecember 1661, that " Lieut. 
Bpaoldiog WM a rwolnto mnD," laA thai ** it took flvM or inir 'Torinn* lo 
«caq|B« hfai whtt h« WM MBnMtd to Iht >ll at WeilBuai^ 
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October the 29th, a majority of the in]ui])itaritri met near the 
Imuse ut" Charles Davenport on the green, and made Choice of 
Sundry persons to Serve as a Committee of Correepondancy to 
joyue with other towns or reepectable bodies of peopel, the 
better to secure and protect the rights and priveledges of thfiox- 
selves and fellow-cretures from the raveges and imbaraaBmentB 
oi the Britiah tjrnuiti & his l^ew Yoik and other imme- 
aaries. 

^<I3ie personH made choice of, were these, viz., Solomon 
Harvey, John Butler, Jonathan Kni^t, Joeiah Boydcn <Se 
Daniel Gates, by whose vigilence & aetivi^ Mr. Bpanlding 
was rdeaaed fiom his Oonfineinent after abont eleven days : the 
Committee finding it Keeeeeaiy to be aBsktedby a Larga Oon- 
conrae of their fieebom Nelghbonni and breliheiin, Oonaiatingof 
the inhabitants of Dommerston, Patney, Goillbtd, Halifax and 
Draper, who discovered a patriotic 2ML & tme heroic finv 
titade on the important oecation. The plain truth iS| that the 
bniTe sons of finedom whose patience was worn ont with the 
inhuman insnlts of the imps of power, grew quite sick of diving 
alter redress in a Legal way, & finding that the Law was only 
made use of for the Emolument of its Cretures & the im- 
misaries of the British tyrant, resolved upon an Easyer Metliod, 
and accordingly Opned the goal without Key or Lock picker, and 
after Congratulating Mr. Spaulding upon the recover}' of his 
freedom, Dispersed Every man in pease to liis respective home 
or j)lace of abode. Tlie afforgoing is a true and bhort u liitlon 
of that Wicked atrair of the New York, Cut throatly, Jacobiti-^h, 
High Church, Toretical minious of Gcf i iXL' tlic tiiird, the ]i<i{)e 
of Canada cfe tyrant of Britain." Such is the grapliic and 
impartial narrative of one who was the chronicler of eveiitb in 
which he bore an important part Comment is unneces- 
sary * 

While the people of Cumberland county were thus engaged 
in endeaToring to pluck off the leaves from the tree of despotism, 
the represcntatiyes of the different Colonies, assembled in Con- 
gress at Philadelphia! were dealing vigoroiia blows at its 
tmnk. 

l%e adoption by Congress of the ^non-importKtkiii, non-con- 
soinption, and non-eiq>ortstion association^ on the 90th of Oe- 
tober, was hailed with a joy, which, though not nrnveiBal even 

■ 

• M Mooidi «r Mm liiim tr tamnloi^ 1 18-aOb 



Digitizea by VoOOgle 



304 &IBXQE¥ or KAOTKRM TJCBll£yKT. [1774. 

amuiitr the lovere of liberty, was sign ili cant of the feelings of tho 
mass of feociety. By the advice of some of the leading men m 
Cumberland county, John Ilazeltine, on the 13th of November, 
assumed the responsibility of issuing circulars to the diflerent 
towuB, notifying a second convention to be held at Westminster, 
and inviting the attendance of delegates. At a meeting which 
was held at Ch^ter, on the 28th of November, in accordance 
with this caU, two delegates were chosen to represent that town 
at Westminster. Tbej were instmcted to use their best en- 
deavors" to procure item the convention, a vote of thanks to 
the Contmental Congress for their good services," and an assnt- 
ranee that the people of the county would foUj oompfy with 
their advice and resolntioDs.'' They were also directed to exert 
their inflnenoe to obtain the passage of certam instmctionB to 
Bamnel Wells and Crean Brash, £eir representadves in the 
New York Legislatare» Of these instmctionsi the chief waa, 
that their representatives should exert ^ their best skill and wis- 
dom" to choose deputies to attend the Congress of the Cobmes, 
to be held at Philadelphia in the following May^ unless the 
grievances nniversally complained of should be redressed before 
that time. On the same day, a similar meeting with similar re- 
sults was held in Dummerston. Amonf]; the votes passed on 
that occasion, w^is one particularly signilicant, by wliich the as- 
sessors were directed to " assess the town in a DiscretionarN- sum 
of money, Sufficient to procure 100 weight of gunpowder, 200 
"VVeiL^htof Lead & 300 flints, for the town use." Tlie tax was to 
1)0 taken in potash saltSi^' and a committee wae appointed to 
receive that article. 

At the second convention, lield at Westminster, on the 80th 
of November, " all the resolves of the Continental Congress" 
which had been passed a few weeks previous, were adopted, 
and a promise was made by which the delegates bound them- 
selves as representatives of th^ coDstitnents religiously to ad* 
here to the n<m*importation, non-oonsumption, and non-^xporta^ 
tion** aaBOCiation, An attempt was made to fonn a eonnty com- 
mittee of inspectioiQ, but as this movement was " mueb spoken 
agjainst by a justice and an attorney," and was ^ looked upon by 
them as a childish^ impertinent tfaing, the delegates darad not 
choose one.^ The state of the connty was then eonsidered, as 
were also ihe inconveniences to which the inhabitants were 
subjected in collecting their dues in the province of I^ew Hamp- 
shire. As to the geMnl spirit of the proceedings of the con- 
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venlaoiiy tlwre was no letrograedcii from the lu|^pofitioii whioh 

had been taken in the preTioaB month.* 

In one of the artieles of the " noiHmpQrt8li0n9 non-eonenmptian 
and mm-eiportation aaioeiation,'' ww a reconnneiidation that a 
committee ahould be chosen ^ineveiy coonty, diy and town,'* 
hy thoce ^ qualified to vote for rcpreaentatiTee in the L^gielar 
tare," whoee bannesB it choiild be attentively to obcerve the 
condnct of all persoii^ in legard to the meaBorea whidi had 
been adopted by the acBodatikm. The advice conveyed in these 
words, thofogh rejected by the Westminster convention, was not 
unheeded by the patriotic people of Dnmmerston. The service 
implied wika hucIi as suited their temper. The subject wnn 
broached in tn\s n uieeting, on the 3d of January, 1775, and seven 
persons, with Dr. Harvey at their head, were chosen a Com- 
Diittoe of inspection" to observe the " Conduct of the inhabitants, 
agreeuVdo to lui order or recommendation of tiie Kight Honora- 
ble Continental CoiiL^'rcas." The authority with ^vinch this com- 
mittee was vested, was by no means negative, and their office 
was in no sense of the word a sinecure. Under their inquisito- 
rial sway, two of the town assessors were removed from tlieir 
pUces, because they had refused to purchase the stock of an^ 
monition which was to be paid for in potash salts." From one 
man they took a gun, because forsooth they suspected it con- 
tained a ball more friendly to the King tlian to the Congress^ 
By their decision, another man who had been prominent in the 
hhtoij' of the village^ was declared unfit for office^ aod was not 
permitted to aet in a pnblie statkm, nntil by his conduct he 
evinced the spirit of a patriot Ailier fhe commencement of the 
BevolutUm, committees like these were to. be found in almost 
every town tiootighont the New HampshiraGtantBi but the peo- 
ple of Bmnmerston seem to have led the way in sastainii^ in 
Ounbeilaad oonnty the efibrts of Congress to gnard against the 
mancenvres of inimical per0ons.t 

So favorable had been the result of the two Westminster 
conventions, that it wiis thought beet that another convention 
should be held early in the year 1775. Warrants signed by 
Col. Juhri Hazeltine, were in consequence sent to the diltereut 
towns in tlie county on the 30th of January, and primary meet- 
ings were again convened for the purpose of choosing delegates. 

• Ma TCOvdi of the town of Chcitor, L a9-40L II& nootda of fib ttrwn of 

Dammewton, I 28. Slade's Vt. State Papon, pp. 55, 56. 
t JoarsAlt Am. Gong. L S5. H&PnnmMwtonlUootdi^ ToLi |iH <iii> 
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Am on former oeGadonS) the towns of Chester and Dnmmenton 
were foremost in responding to the calL On the 7th of Febm^ 
uy, delegates from twelye towns assembled at Westminster, 
and the convention was oiganised bj the choice of CoL John 
Bazeltine as chairman, and Dr. Panl Spooner aa cleriE. Iha 
Bession lasted three days. A standmg committee of correspond- 
ence, composed of persons from twenly^e towns, was chMen, 
that the county might be kept well informed as to the doinge 
of the friends of liboty in the different colonies. Its members 
were Joehna Webb, Nathaniel Bobhuon, and Ab^ah Lovejoy, 
of Westminster ; Oapt Samnel lOnott, of Putney ^ Br. Solomon 
Harrej, of Dnmmerston ; Katlianiel IVench, of Brettleborough ; 
William Bullock and Hezekiah Stowell, of Qnilfard; Lient 
Eleazer Patterson, of Hinsdale, now Vernon ; Edward Harris, 
of Halifax ; CharleB Phelps and Capt. Francis Whitmore, of 
Marlborough; Elijah Al\unh of Draper, now Wilmington ; 
Saimiel Robertson, of Kewiane; Col. John Hazeltine and 
Samuel Fletcher, of Townehend ; James Eogers, of Kent, now 
Londonderry ; Moses Gile, of Chester ; Moeee Wright and 
Jonathan Burt, of Kockinghani; Simon Stevens, of S])ring- 
field ; Hezekiah Grout and Oliver Bider, of Wi^ritliorbfiehi ; 
Benjamin Wait, of Windsor; Dr. Paul fc^pmuier, of liertt. rd, 
now Hartland ; *' Esquire" Jonathan Burk, of Hartford ; Jacob 
Hazeltine, of W(X)dstock ; and John Winchester Dana, of 
Pomfret. Col, Hazeltine was chosen chainnau of the com- 
mitte. Dr. Spooner, Joshua Webb, Abijah Lovejoy, Dr. 
Harvey, and Capt. Whitmore were i^pointed to "serve aa 
monitors to the committee of correspondence" and wero 
directed to transmit all letters of public importance, and oon* 
vey all intelligence of general interest of which they might 
become pc^essed to Col. Hazeltine. To avoid any miarepie- 
sentation of the objects for which the delegatee had assembled, 
Charles Phelps and Dr. Harvey were inatnicted to prepare for 
publication, snch extracts from the doings of the oonvention as 
they should deem advisable, and to add a short account of the 
proceedings which had taken place at the meetingB which had 
been previously held. Power was given to the chairman to 
call a general meeting of the town committees in cases of great 
emergency, or on application of the committees of three towns ; 
and he was directed to notify a meeting without delay when the 
application should proceed from the committees of five towns.* 
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One of the main objects for which this conveDtion was 
aaBonbled, was to obtM% if ponible^ firam the Legislature of 
Kew York, the passage of such kws as would tend to improve 
tbe mode of administering justice in the count j courts, and 
effect a change in serenil of the preliminaries in judicial 
procee^ngB. A formal petition, drawn bj Charles Phelps, 
was in oooseqneaoe addreaed to lientenant-Qoyemor Cadwal- 
luiar OoMen, and piobablj reeaiTed the sanclioii of the con^ 
▼entioo befim its adyoninment la this doooment the delegates, 
in behalf of iheir constituents, represented the great expense 
and heavy boidens" that had been imposed on the ooontj by 
the additional courts which had been lately established. As 
the resnlt of this change, they stated thatlawsnita had increased, 
charges had heea mnltiplied, and ftunilies nearly beggared. 
They further declared that their hard-earned mon^ had been 
appropriated in fulfilling the conditions <^f their chartere, in 
clearing tlieir heavy timbered lands, in cultivating their fields, 
in supporting their " numerous and very indifcent lamilies," and 
in building the court-house and jail, which had been located at 
Westminster. Among their other hardships, they mentioned the 
inconveniences attendini? the " calling off from their business" 
of more than seventy fanners at each of the (piarterly scions of 
tlie court to act as L^rand and petit jurors, for which service they 
did not receive enouirh t«) defray their expenses; the wages 
which they were obliged to pay their re]>rfsentntives in the 
Colonial Legislature, and the high fees charged by attorneys for 
their work. These and other inflictions of a similar nature tliey 
proDOonoed yerj bnrthensome and grievous,^' and stated that 
unless tiiey were redressed the fVirther settiement of the coonty 
'woold be greatly obstmcted. 

In view of this representation, they prayed that the number 
of the terms of the inferior court of Common Pleas, and of the 
oonrt of General Sessions of the Peace^ might be reduced to 
two of each annually, and farther, that sudh an arrangement 
might be continued for scTcn years. They also asked for the 
reduction of the number of grsnd and petit juron to eighteen 
each, for each of tiie court tenns; for the lessening of the retain- 
ing fee taxed by the court in bills of costs, to ten shilling?; for 
a regulation by which all deeds and conveyances of lands 
should for the ftiture be recorded in tiie c^ce of the derk of 
the town in which the lands might lie ; for the establishment 
of a probate office in tiie county; for the passage of an act by 
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which all processes issuing from justices of the peace, under 
the restrictioii of the five pound act,'' ahouid be served by 
oooBtables and not by the onder ahaiiff or bk deputiai; for iht 
repeal of the law by whioh foch processes were served by the 
sheriff^ and for the passage of another act by which grand 
jurors should be paid Ibr l^eir Barnqfi^tnm the fines colleotad 
of criminala. Sixch wm the ahMges. pwy«d £db by the eoDr 
vwitioii. Tlmn^wmi^bmdTmbBioaOf^t^ 
with Uie eve of the petitUm deleyad ao lofig to Mod it to Ifae 
Colonial Legidatare^ that when tiny wonid fidn hare letrieTed 
tiwirne^^eet^ they foond that that body had hfllditala^ 
aiid dedaied ita final adiouiinnent. AimijM i» ji|ffM|ff<|fc^ IiimI 

also occurred whieh rendered the Qontempltted zeConna 

mmeeenary. Hie conrtB of Oomheriand eonnty had been 

stopped by violence, and Providence had effected the desired 

changes in a iri aimer far different ^om that which, had bcea 
coutemplatiid by man.* 

* Th« p^tioii, of which a lynoptis is ^ym in Ute was Mnt by El^ah 
Gmt of Windior, to StniMl Wdk, Koih fiUin, Nilliiii BtoM, B«i|jfliiiiii 

Batterfield, Stnrael Gtle, SMDOfll Enight, aod Jonathan Bt«nit» who, praviow 

to March 18th, 1T75, were the principal officera in the eourta of the connty. 
Grout'e lettw Rceompanyiiig tJie pf^ition, was dat«d April 16th, 1775, and at that 
time, Lho«e whom ho addrewed had jiut reached Ifew York, after having been 
detained in priton nearly a month^BrattleboKoii^ Semi-Weekly Eagle, Thnr*> 
di7,]>M«nb«r«lb,1849i 
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^ ^te>B«ToIiition ETent— Westminster— The ** Street"— The Old MMliof^ 
lioTiM — The Pulpit — ^The Soun<lini»-bonr(l — The Powder-bole — The Whipe— 
Tbe C«)llection-h<rix — The Clioir — Ihe Kf»<it-«tove — ^The Burying (ground — The 
OniT« of Wilium French— The £pit*ph-'-<JoadiUuii of the Uoiomas befure the 
B«YoMoD— Th^FMliai fa ComlMilMd .Ooaaty*4Nrtwi ti Oovte-^ 
amMtfMM with Jo4it Ouuidler-TlM Vhifi iMembto at Wart a i m l M ^ 
fiMBtt of the Night of MAreh 1 8th— Nortoii*s Tavern- The Sheriff's Pone— The 
Attempt to *nt^ the Court-hoti§^ — Thp " Mafwafr**"*— The Prolie — Th<» Stste- 
ment of Fact* — Couriers — ^The (jratheriug — AppearaoM of the Court-house — 
lohnman Suggestions— Ezcitcmeni of the Yeomanrj-r-Robert Cookraa— TMit- 
ment of Hie Toriei--8k«lehee of tiM Uberty-men^WffliMi VtmA^Bk 
Character— Reminisoenees concerning him — ^11 is Death — The Inqvert— >T1m 
Bnrial—Daaid Beafhton— Jonathan Knight — Philip Safford — ^Tory Deposi* 
tions — Weapons of the Whigs— Incidents eonneoteii with the " MQflsacre"^ 
Joseph Tempie — John Uooker— John Artm, the Ppet — ^Ihe "Massaere" ia 
Bhyme— Ihomas Chandler, Jr.— The PunidiiiMoi 9t th* (kmi O fl b i Their 
^^tkenum^Vuh n^Mm-^Ai^ ef the liCgidiitaie of N«v York— Lien- 

Inert <lei> ColteV Message— Appropriation of £1,000— Colden to hatd 

Swtmooth — Th^ Influence of Mass^ehnBett'? Pay in prodncing the " Massacre'* 
— ^What justifies an InAurrcx tion t— Claiiat «f WiUiamf^eooh to the titU of the 
FroUHBertyr of the Kevolution. 

Among the important events immediately preceding and 
connected with the war of the Eevolutiou, which Berved to 
fhow the feelings of the great mass of the American people, 
and jirognoeticated the impending struggle, none has been 
buried in deeper obscurity than that which occurred at "West- 
minster, on the night of the I3th of March, 1775. In sDuie 
minds, the words "Westminster Massacre" may perchance 
awaken recollectiooB of the venerable grandsirei wh0| with hia 
^^ecendants gathered around himi 

"* Wept o^tr hie -wonadt, Md tilea efeoiffoir done, 
BMdiiad Ue Wrtih» Md ehMred knr iiUt m« WfBiT 
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or who, during Hie long winter ereoingB} was wont to depict, 
in his own expressive language, to the listening gronp, the 
Boenes of the battles of Bennington or Saratoga, or, it may be, 
those of Ae night to which allnaion has been made. The 
deecendnts of a lerofaitionaiy ancestiy who hare been thna 
fiiTorsd, will not foigei the glow which bnmed on the oonnte* 
nance ot the old pStiiot, nor the enthnsiasm with which he 
referred to tiiese and similar eventB, as the greatest eras in hia 
own life and in the histoiy of his conntiy. To the minds ai 
others, these words mhj convey bet litde meaning bejond 
their etymological signification. 

When we conrider tiie hardj charaetw of the eaify aetdem 
on the western banks of the Ckmnecticnt, their nncompromii^g 
hatred of oppression, and their holy love of freedom — ^which 
principles, originating in Alatsacliusettd and Coimecticut, had, 
among the hills of the adopted province, attaiued their full 
strength and reached their complete proportions — when we 
reflect on these considerations, we need look no farther for the 
cause wliich obtained for Vermont the honor — though late 
accorded, yet none the less real on that account — of being the 
State which gave to tlve American States the proto-martyra of 
American indepeti lunce. 

The most cf^ual observer, as ho passes tbrough tlie towns in 
the soutli-eaetcm part of Vennout that border the shores of the 
ConrjvH tieut, cannot but notice the picturesque beauty which 
distinguishes, in so marked a degree, the location of West- 
minster. Tlie east village, to which particular reference is 
made, stands principally on an elevated plain, nearly a mile in 
extent, divided by a broad and beantifhl ayenne, idong whose 
sides are built the comfortable and commodious dwellings of 
the inhabitants, back of whioh to the hills on the one side, and 
the river on the other, extend rich farms and fertile meadows. 
Seldom is there any noise on the " Street' at Westminster. It 
does not resemble Broadway, nor does it find its reppeoopfa 
tlve on State street at Boston. The sehoollMT^ it is tree^ 
shonts at noon*tame and even-tide, and the shrill whisde of the 
engine screams throngh the neighboring YAlle)r,.a reminder of 
the whoopof earlier £78. Bnt these appertain to almosteverf 
place, and tell of the nniverBality of steam and the schoolmaster. 

Of those objects in this qniet viUage which wonld most 
natnrally attract the attention of an adndrsr of the inftnft 
cnslisatioii of the past centuiy, none is more prominent than 
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the old meeting-house. Tliis building was commenced in 1769, 
and was completed in the year following. The superintendence 
of the work was given to a man named Brown, who dwelt at 
Westmoreland, New Hampshire, and who fulfilled his contract 
to the satisfaction of his employers. The church was formerly 
phiced, as was tlie custom of the times, in the middle of the 
high road, but it was afterwards removed, and now stands on 
the line of the street. For many years the people of the 
village, united in faith and 
doctrine, were accustomed 
to assemble within its walls, 
for the purpose of worsliip- 
ping in conformity with tlie 
usages of the New Eng- 
land Congregationali6t8,*but 
when, in the lapse of time, 
some of the people had em- 
braced an oppugn ant belief, 
vexatious disputes arose as to 
which of the two denomina- 
tions should have possession 
of the building. In the end, 
a new edifice was erected by 
the Congregationalists, and tlieir opponents, at^er retaining pos- 
session of the original structure for a few years, left it tenantless. 
Thus it remained for years undisturbed, except on town-meeting 
and election-days, and by the occasional visits of the peering 
antiquarian, the summer loiterer, or tlie leisurely -going traveller. 

* The first miniBter settled in Westminster, is said to have been a man by the 
name of Goodell, and the year 1766 or 1767 is generally regarded as the time of 
his coming. Tradition affirms, that his wife waa the daughter of a man dis- 
tingniahed in the annals of New Hampehire. In the year 1769 his faithlessness 
to her became known, and this discovery was soon after followed by his secret 
departure from the town. Mrs. Goodell's brothers, on being informed of these 
eircamstAnces, took her and her two children to their home in New Hampshire, 
and made prorision Cor their future support It is not known who first occupied 
the pulpit of the " old meeting-house." Mice— those lovers and digesters of 
literature of every kind, sacred and profane — have destroyed the early records 
of the church, and the memory of the oldest inhabitant is at fault to supply the 
blank thus occasioned. The division in the ehnroh at Westminster is, with a few 
modifications, the history of almost all the religious societies in New England. 
He causes which led to the formation of Christian unions were identical, with 
a few exceptions, in all, and the same is also true of the causes which in the end 
er«at«d diasensions and division. 
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Although latelj used for edncational purposes, it still stands 
a model of its kind, a monument of former daye. Its archi- 
tectnro is eimple, and the Bouudnefifi of its timbers bears wit- 
^686 to the e^ellence of the mAterials which wm used in its 
coastmotioB. Within, all ia strange to the eye of a modern^ 
The minlstei'^ 4eBk, placed direcdj in front of the huge bow> 
window, is overshiicdowid bj tjtie nmbreUa-liJra jQWidkig^^^ff^ 
from vhich, in former daji| wot4a of wiadqm and tmth weva 
often reverberated. Onr anceitoiB weie a frugal peof^e. Tbiej 
regarded the air, not aa an elenunt in wbieh to waste word% 
but as a medium ligr which ideas were to be oonrejed; aii4 w 
order that nolihing^ espeeially of a ssfliied character,, ji^oslj^lif^ 
lost, they fell upon this oontriTanee, designed to give to 
hearer the lUl benefit vqI all that the preadber might choose to 
ntter. As :Me: stands bjueatlL this impen4ing j^ectio^^ 

over the senses, anda Indiffqpp .#s«(l 
lest its inaswiwsnmiiijr dflseend and cmsh him as he gazes, is 
not entirely absent from the mind. One might also feel like 
comparing it in situation, with the sword of Duinocles. But 
otherwise, the comparison fails, for the hair which hold^ it is a 
bar of iron, and the structure itself bears a striking resemblance 
to a stemless toadstool. Modem theologians might lind in it a 
personification of the cloud which in ancient times overhung 
the mercy-scat, and ihLo, perhapsi is the most orthodox vi^F iu 
which it can be regarded. ^ 

Underneath the pulpit is a small apartment, in which the 
powder and load belonging to tlie village were usually stored. 
Who can describe the feelings which now and then must have 
shot across the mind of the preacher, or imagine the nature of 
his secret^ Ititfii^la, »as Sunday after Sunday he warned his 
hearers of the dsng^i^ of this world and besought them to seek 
for safety in the next, while latent death lay barrelled beneath 
his fbet f Immediately in ftont of and below the desk, are 
azni^ged the benches where once sat the deacons. Beside 
thenny stood long whipsi with whi^ they wave wont to driye 
ftom the- temple- the ftnaers' dogs wdiioh wonld sometimes itt* 
trade during the protracted service. IViible instraments were 
these, long whips to the Htde boys, and flie least wriggle of 
their ntaMMt tip, slthongh raiwrH by the breathing of some 
kind^iatnred zephyr, was more potent to them than the mosi 
pointed dennnciations winged with fire and snlphnr, and im^ 
polled by tiie breath of brazen lungs." Above the deacons' 
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ieatB, on • temple of ntlliis rested a pole, aft ead of wldch 

im attached a sflkto poach. This wag the collection-box, 
which, like the spear of Ithuriel, brought forth from those 
whom it touched, solid, though not always willing conl'eii^ous, 
to the cause of truth. 

If there were any exercises of the sanctuary, which more 
than others received attention, it wae those which were under 
the care of the village choir. There Bat the young men clad in 
homespun and the young women gay in ribbons, occupying 
the whole front of the long gallery, and at the announcement 
of the hynm, the confusion into which they would be thrown^ 
might have appeared to a stranger to be almost inextricable* 
Hie load fwce of the choragus proclaiming the page on wliioh 
tiie tone was to be found in the selection adapted to Oongr^ 
gvdcoal Worship by Andrew Law^ A«Bw/' the prepanrtoij 
•orsping of the fiddle with a-^ hoiraify mpmk," or th«^]n«>> 
inloi^ key^Mle of the fltifte as it 



•-•V.-' .V^i- 

V * ; 7 >^ ->• 

alwajrii'' iflbfd^ infinite amiiBement to the j<mi% 'fMSsntf nd 
irere bj tiieold mm m naommrj €hr&i.;t^'1>erebdnied 

pi^iaitf)f^iHlt}/«H^ido4 eomplaint Ihett iimdtt^ '«ie6e^' % 
ment of silence, to be broken by the di^cevfeft faanntmy of 
eai^piercing falsettos, belching baseoe, and airs, by no means as 
gentle a6 those which fioat ' 



I . I, t t iwa Aimby th« blart." 

But the music was inspiriting, if not to the listeners, yet to the 
performers; and when the excited fiddler, who was also the 
leader, became whoDy penetrated with the melodies which his 
vocal followers were exlialing, regardless of the injunction of 
the minister to "omit the last stanza in singing," he would, 
witli an extra shake of his bow and a resonant. Young America 
"put her through," conclade the hymn as the poet intended it 
should end, winding np with a grand flourish, the intensity of 
which was sore to excite, oTen in the breasts of the ''oldsst 
fbgies,^ the most ecstatic fervor. 

For yeaxBf every old iady used regokrlj to bring her Ibo^ 
store to meeting, and the warmth of her feet wm of great ser- 
tice, no donbt, in InersasiBg Urn mmA of hsT'lisMt Bat 
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wlien a ntw^fialiioofldf tqiun^boz, von stove ww introdooed 
ifidim thoee saorod pncinctB, with a labyrinth of pipe, bendiog 
and crooking in every direction, the efifect was fearfotn ; Two or 
AwftA itMntad fiom the heat it ooeaoioiiBdB andahiitleia anffieieiit 
'would not have been foimd to convey the e9^>eetaiitawQcaieiBt9 
nana tSry plaoe% bad not an old daaooo gravaljir mfipimed Hie 
e o ngpqg a t i ony ihat Hie store was destitiite pf ho^ fire and AmL 

Jwt bejond die meetiiii^Juiiise lies the oild buTing-gronnd, 
crowded with the fliient dweUen of the last hnndi^ years* 
These tsnsnts pay no Rot Ibr their lodginga^ and shall never 
know any resinning day but the last The paradises of the 
dead whieh sse Ibimd t^day in the aobiurbs of almost eyeiy 
iuBMffiean eity,'Speak well for the taste and refinement of the 
age ; bnt beantifol as they may be, there is a coldness around 
Aem of which the marble piles that adoin them are fitly em- 
blematic. More acceptable to a chastened taste, is the village 
graveyard with its truthfulness and simplicity. Tlie humble 
stone, with its simple story simply told, conveys to the contem- 
plative mind a pleasanter impression than the monument with 
its weary length of undeserved panegj^ric. There is a quaint- 
ness, too, in tlie old inscriptions, which is more heart- touching 
than the formality and stiffness of the epitaphs of a modem 
diction. Sometimes, too, tliere is noticed an original or pho- 
netic way of spelling ; and again, when poetry is attempted, the 
noble disdain of metre wUeh ia often seen, is sure evidence that 
Pegasus was either lame or was driven without bit or bridle. 

Enter now this old burial-place. At the right of the path, 
bnt a short distance from the gata,.stands an nnpretending stone, 
not half as attractive by its appearance as many of its fellowB. 
Some there are^whoi like Old Mortality, take a certain innocent 
plessore in endeavosiiig to preserve these milestones to etemilgr 
iWnn the dsoay of whidi they are oommemarative. 8nch ma j 



be the inclina- 
tion of the rea- 
der. Stopthen/ 
far a moment 
in tibia eonse^ 
orated spot. 
Brush off the 
moss wliicli 
has covered 
with yerdore 




Tk» Qisre «( WUUam Fraaca. 



the letters of 
this simple 
date stone. Pot 
aside the long 
grass which ia 
iravinginrank 
luxuriance at 
its foot, and 
now read its pa- 
triotic record: 
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^ In Mcmoiy of WILLIAM FRENCH. 
Son to Mr, Nathaniel French. Who 
Was Shot at Wcftminftcr' March y« 13 th, 
1775. by the hands of Cruel Miniftercal tools, 
of Georg y* 3c!, in the Corthoufe at a II • Qock 
tt N^t in the 22d» year of his Age« 

Here WILLTAM FRENCH hit Body lieSi 
For Murder his Blood for Vcjoffanot crio. 
Kii^ Georg the third his Tory crew 
tha with a baw! his head Shot threw. 
For Liberty and his Countrys Good. 
1m Loft hit life iiis Detiett blood.'* 

Starting with the indignant language of this epitaph as a text, 
it will not be ami^ to explain its meaning, and collate some of 
the circuTiiatances connected with the tragedy to which it refers. 
A C' irrt.'('t estimate of tlie iVn liMg;:^ of many of the inhabitants cf 
Cumberland county, iii;iy be tomu'd ironi the conduct of the peo- 
ple of Dummerston in the rescue of Lieut. Spaidding, aa related 
in the preceding chapter. The fuel which Buccees on that occasion 
added to tbeBame which before was not dimly burning, did not 
Mi to increase a desire to attempt other and more in^ortant deeds. 

By tibe old French War, and by the depreciation of bills of 
tndat consequent therei^on^ mai^, in all the coloaieB^ bad 
beesome lednced in their ciienmitaiicei. The snfferen were 
moilly tiiiose who bad been officers or soldiers in the co^niai 
•errice, and who now returning from their toils and stmggleB, 
tend tiMmaeLyes weakened by Boflenagy their ftmilieB atarving 
voDBd theniy periiamentaiy aota of nnoetud aeverily enforoed 
in tlie cUiee, eneditm ciUunoring for dieir dneB^ and iheir own 
bnda filled with papeMnooej wixrUile» at 2«gB» to pay them 
with. BoBton^" renudn an bietonan of thoee tiipes, the 
pwpenee of the royal fineea kept the people from aotB of vio* 
but in the oonntiy they were nnder no sooh reetraint 
The courts of justice e^ired one after anoth^, or were unable 
to proceed on buflineBB. The Inhabitants were exasperated 
against the Soldiers, and they against the Inhabitants ; the 
former looked on the latter as tlie instruments of t \ rainiy, and 
the latter on the former as seditious rioters."^ In Cumberlaud 

• iI3. BGatory of tb« American Revolution, among the papers of Oorenior 
WOMlM^itoo* orir«w J«t«j, ehqK 9«b 1^' 7* Hkt» flos. LOk 
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ooonty, the higher civil officers had received their f^pointmentB 
directly from the Legislature of New York, and stOl ramaiiied, 
as thej had oTer heen, loyal to the King. For theae reaaona^ 
and becanae the Colonial AaBembly had refiiBed to adopt the 
^non>importatio% non-consomptioni and non-esgportatton" asM^ 
dation^ ware were many in the oonnly who milled with their 
enmi^ to Great Britain a didike to the jniiadiction of New 
York and to the offioen of her dioioe. ^le nnfriendlineas of 
theio feelings was in no wise diminished by the dSBpntea in 
r^;ard to Umd titles, which since the year 1794 had at times 
disturbed the equanimity of the people. 

As may have been already inferred from the refonns wliich 
had been proposed, the maliidmlnistratiuii of the courti? of 
jnstice in the county had become almost insufferable. So un- 
hapjiy was the feeling between the people on the one hand, and 
the judges, sheriff, and other officers of the court, and their 
adherents, on the other, that the former were generally stii^nna- 
tized as " the Mob," while the latter assumed the title of the 
Court Party." But the time had now come when the Whigs, as 
the mob preferred to ])e called, must amert their rights as free- 
men, or 8iil)init to the oppr^ive sway of the Tories, as thoy 
chose to call their oj^ponents. Already had the Tories began 
to plan in secret measures by which to bring the lower sort 
of tiie people into a state of bondage and slavery." They 
saw," flays a narrator of the events of this period, that there 
was no cash stirring, and they took that opportunity to eoUaot 
debts, knowing that men had no other way to pay them thaot 
by having their estates taken by eieoatioii and sold at rendne.* 
By an ahvise of law whose oljeet was to aflbrdjTist|»oteotiqtt, 
they wera endearaing to obtain an mdlesosed away in tiie 
management of tiie aflSiirs of ^ oonnty; YsEzatioiia anilB 
ensnedi atad many were impriaoned, oontraiy to tiie lawa of Hie 
piovinee and the atetatea the crown. 

Of tbe aels and resolyes of Congress the oilee*h6Ideni in ihn 
oonnty wo«ild on some occasions eapreas approbalioiv'and ad> 
'vise obedience to them nntil tiie General Assembly shonld 
odierwise order; Anon, they would dedare that it was well 
enough for " the Bay Province to pursue such measures, but 
" childish" for the people of Cumberland county " to pay any 
regard to them." A few going a step further, would assert 
that the King "had a just right to make the revenue acts, for 
he had a supreme power f and would denonnoe those who said 
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differently, as " guilty of liififh treason." The "good people" 
were of opinion that men who held such Beotuneuts were not 
suitable to mle over them." 

As has been previoanly said, the General Aflgemhly of the 
province had rejected the Apwciation of the Continental Con- 
gress. On the other liand, the inhabitants of the county had, 
in open convention, adopted it. By its fourteenth article, they 
had resolved to hare no trade, eommeroe, dealings, *or intet^ 
course whatsoever, with any colony or province in North Am^ 
rica" which should not accept o^ or which should in the future 
violate the asBodalion, and had promised to hold such as should 
act thug, ^* as anworthy of the rights of fireemfli^ and as inimic.ftl 
to the Hbertiea of their country." For theie reasons diey judged it 
M^angonmsto trust their Uvee and fortUMS in tihs iHUids of siieli 
tBenies to Ameriean liber^," or to iilow wBo would bttray 
tli0in to i«le in thsir oonrts of jastioek Thns iras their detar- 
wiiMition taken. Indnt7to€>od,totlitimodire%indto1lieirpos- 
lerityf tiMj TCsohed to reast and to otppose aU aaOwrity.d^ 
^nld not aeoede to liie lesolyes of tlie Oontinantad Oongresa,'^ 
was the stnte of feeling in Onmheriand eonn^iinmedl* 
«iely previons to the eommencement of tiie BeTohition. De- 
tamined to evinee by action tiie principles irhicli diej had 
openly SYOwed, the Wliigs reaoLTed that the adminiBlnllon of 
justice should no longer remain in ihe hands of the Tories, and 
the lith of March, 1775, the day on which the county court 
was to conv ene at Westminster, was fixed upon as the time for 
ciirrving into execution their plans. Anxious to free them- 
selves in >ni the charges of haste and tashness, and to proceed 
as peaceably as possible, they deemed it prudent to request the 
jndsres to stay at home. For this purpose, on the lOLh of 
March, " about forty good, true men" from Tvr>ckiiigham, visit- 
ed Col. Tlir>ma.s Chandler, tiie ohief ju^Q, at hv» residence 
in Chester. To their 
^^^igpostolations he re- 
plied that "he be* 
lieved it would be for 
lUiegood of the oonntj 
«t to lisre ai^ eottrti 
aa tilings were," but added, that there was one case of murder 
to be tried, whidi shonld be the only bwsinssi twiiseetedi if 
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snch was the wkh of tihs people. One <£ the eoxapany tbea 

remarked that the sheriff would oppose the people with an 
armed force, and that there would be bloodshed. The colonel 
declared, "he would give his word and honor," that no anna 
should bo broiijiihi againat the people, and said that he shonld 
be at Westmiasror on the day previous to the op^aing of the 
court. His visiters int'< jrriied him that tliey would wait on him 
at tliat time, " if it was his will.'' He assured them that their 
presence would ho " very as^eualtk ," returned them "hearty 
thanks" for their civility, and parted with them in a friendly 
manner. Noah Sabin, one of the associate judges, £rm in the 
performaoee of what he deemed his duty, was very desirous 
that the court ahoold sit as usuaL Many of the petty officers 
of the eourt were of Uie same opinion. Samuel Wellsi the 
other associate, was, as representative, in attendance on the 
General Assembly at New York. Among the leaden of the 
Wlug» there was much debate as to the coarse they should 
pmnue in carrying their plans into execntioii. Depending ca^ 
the statements of Judge Chandler, they at first decided to let 
ihe oomt aasemblsy and then to lay before it their leaaons for 
not wishing it to sit Bat bsTing heard that tiie T<«ies were 
resolved to take poflsession of the eonrt^nse with armed guards, 
they changed their plans, and determined to precede them in 
occupation, in order that they mip^t make known their griev- 
ances before the session should be regularly ojiened. 

The intentions of the ^Vliigs soon became known, especially in 
the southern towns of tlie county. On Sunday, March 1 2th, the 
day previous to the m^^t of the " massacre," William Paterson, 
the High Sheri^, in coulbrmity with the views of Judge Sabin 

and others, went to Brat- 
tleborougli, and desired 
the people to accompany 
him on the foUowing day 
to Westminster, that he might have their assistance in preserv* 
ing the peace, and in sappreeaing any tumult that might arise. 
To his proposal a number assented, and on the 13th, about 
twenty-five of the inhabitants unarmed| except with clubs, 
attended him to Weetminster. On the road they were joined 
by snob as were friendly to them, and the destmctive power of 
the company was iaeieased by the addilionof fourteen mnakete. 
On the afternoon of the same day, a party of Whigs from 
Boclringbam arrifed at Westminster* On their way down to 
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the Ooiirt>hoiiM thej halted at Uie houe at Capt. Aaaiiah 
'Wright But the log dweDing in which the captain redded 
was too small to accommodate them. They therelbre repaired 
to the log echoolrhoiue} which was sitnated en the opposite aide 
of the fltreeti^ and there entered into a conenltattion as to the 
best manner in which they could prevent the court from sitting. 
Having finished their oot^erence, they armed themsdlYeB wiUi 
etieks, obtained from Capt Wright's wood-pile, and continued 
their march. On%eir way they were joined by a number of 
tlie inhabitants of Westminster, iLrmcd like themselves with 
cudgels, and haying gained tlie point of destination, the whole 
party numbering nearly a hiuidred entered the Conrt-houee 
between the hours of four and hvej with a determinatiou to 
Btay there until the next morning, that they might present 
their grievances to the judges at an early hour, and endeavor 
to dissuade them from holding the court. Soon after this, and 
a little before sunset, Sheriff Paterson marciied up to the (yourt- 
house at the head of a body of sixty or seventy men, soino of 
whom carried ^^guns, swords, or. pistols,'* and others clubs or 
sticks. 

When the sheriff had approached within about five yards of 
the door, he commanded the rioters" to disperse. To this 
order the Whigs made no reply. Finding that he should not 
be able to gain admittanoe to the buiiding by ordinary means, 
as the Whigs had placed a strong guard at all the entrances, he 
eaosed the King's proclamation" to he read, aod ordered the 
« mob" to depart within fifteen minutes, threatening, in case of 
tcAiflal, to ^blow a Ume'' throng^ them, wide enough to sfkfd 
an easy exit liwaU whom the bullets might spare. IheWhigS) 
in reply, made known their firm determination to remain whm 
lliey were^ but at the same time informed the sheriff that he 
and his men might enter without their arma^ but on no other 
condition. At this juncture^ one of the Whigs advancing a 
Htde from the doorway, turned to the sheriff's party and asked 
them ^ if tiiey were come f>r war adding, that he and his 
friends had come for peace," and should be glad to hold a 
parley with them. Upon this, Samuel Gale, the Clerk of the 
Court, drew a pistol, and holding it up, exclaimed, " damn the 
parley with such damned rascals as you are. I will hold no 
parley with such damned rascals but by this," referring to the 
pistol. Both parties boin«r by this time nmch exasperated, a 
wordy rencounter eusued, m which the cierk and the sheriff 
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fouad dieir equal in the tongue of dikiles Da v wpeft i • skilM 
mpenter from the patriotic little village of DtimmerBton ; for 
when the Tories inlbnned the ^ violent' that they should be 
in bell ^fore mommif/' ihtt Mdj carpenter replied, that if the 
sheriff flh<mki to take poeseeeifm of tlie Cburt-hoiue^ the 
Whigii ^wonld lend him and all his men*' to the aaine pkoe 
^in^Um mimauJ* The Tories bow drew off e short die- 
tmce) and seemed to be engaged in oonsldtatioa. Begpsrding 
thb as a fliVMble sigu^ the Whigs depu Aed* three of dieir 
men to treat with them. But ^ejr soon retained, wiser only 
in being assured tbs* they were ^damned Meab." 

Aboot seven o*dook in the evening, Jndge Chandler came 
intotiie Ootnt^honse) and was immediately asked whether he 
and his associate, Sabin, wonld consult with a committee of the 
Whigs as to the expediency of convening the court on tlie 
morrow. To this iiiqiiiry Chandler replied, that the judges 
could not enter into a discussion as to *' whether his Majesty's 
business Bhonld be done or not, but that II' tliey thought them- 
selves aggrieved, and wonld apply to them in a proper way, 
they would give them redress if it was in their power." A 
convprpRtion then ensued l)etween Chandler and Azariah Wright 
of Westminster, who fur several years had been the captain of 
the militia of that town, find was now the leader of the Wliigs* 
To the statement that arms had been brought to the Court-house 
by the Tories, when he had given his word that snch an aet 
should not be tolerated. Chandler answered, by acknowledgii^ 
the tmth of what was said, bnt declared that this proceeding 
had been without hie consent To prevent an outbreak, he 
gave his pledge that tlie Tories should be deprived of their 
weapons, liiat the Whigs should ^ enjoy the lunise^ without 
molestation until morning, and that the oourt wonld iHam. 
assemble snd liear what those- iriio wete aggrieFed wish 
to oAbt. Having made ihese pwwii s oH, be depart^ The 
Whigs therei^KA leftihe hoase^' aid sbose a eommittee wbo 
drew up a sehedole of the sabfeets in regard to which tbey 
should demand redress fWnik the eonl Ue report was ihea 
read to liie eocnpany, and was adopted wiliioiit any dissent; 
After this CSapt. Wright and his assodatee went, some to their 
'homes, some to the neighboring houses, leaving, however, a 
guard in the Court-house to give notice in cat-c an attack 
should be made in the night Tlie sheriff, that he miglit 
increase his own forces as much as possible, sent word to ail 
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the Tories in the neighborhood to join him without delay, and 
that he might lessen the power of his opponents, arrested such 
of the Whigs as he could take without endangering himself. 

Meantime the majority of the sheriff's posse having as- 
sembled at Norton's tavern* — the Royal inn of the village- 
were holding a con- . 
saltation as to the 
course they should pur- 
sue, and over their 
punch-bowls, filled in 
honor of George HL, 
were deciding the fate 
of the " rebels." Loud- 
ly they talked of the 
spirit of anarchy which, 
originating in the dis- 
turbances ofthe stamp- 
ed paper act of 1765, 
was now culminating in general dissatisfaction. Heated by 
their angry discussions, and inflamed by their deep potations, 
they were more than ready to perform the deeds of which the 
following hours were witness. Nor was their leader dissatisfied 
to find men so willing to second his murderous intentions. 

Ceasing from their revelry, they, at the command of the 
sheriff, left the tavern in small parties, and proceeded stealthily 
up the hill on whose brow stood the Court-house. Unobserved 
as they supposed in their approach, they readied the building, 
and at the hour before midnight presented tliemselves at its 
doors, armed, and prepared for action. But die waning moon, 
tipping their bayonets with her light as they marched, had 



* Hiu tarern, which ii still Btanding, m» prolMtbly built m eftrly m the year 
1770, and wm kept for many yean by it* owner, John Norton, who for that 
period waa a man of wealth and influeaeek He belonged to an Iriah-Scotoh 
family, who in Ireland were aociutomed to write the name MacNaughtoo. When 
John removed to Westminster, he omitted the prefix, and changed the orthogra- 
phy of Uie snmame. After this alteration, nothing would more offend him than 
to be addressed by his former name. He secretly favored the cause of Great 
Britain during the Revolution, and was generally regarded as a Tory. Being in 
conversation with Ethan Allen concerning Univers&lism at the time of the intro- 
duction of that doctrine into Vermont, Norton remarked concerning it, " that 
religion will suit you, will it not^ General Allen f " " No, no," replied Allen, in 
hia most eontemptnous tone, " for there most be a b«U in the other worid for th« 
punishment of Torien" 
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warned the sentiy of their coming, and thej now found guards 
stationed at the doors, ready to dispute with them the passages 
which they had hoped to find undefended. Advancing towards 
the door, the sheriff demanded entrance in his Majesty's name. 
His words were without effect He then Inlbrmed the rioter^^ 
that he ahonld enter, quietlj if he could, or if necessary, hy 
force, and commanding the posse to follow him, proceeded ta 
do as he had said he would. Having gained the uppennost of 
the three ^^ib^ which fiom the outside afforded approach ta 
the maiaiiloQi^ke nfm pushed back by Ihe gnsrds stoned to 
defend it|^ -ttfOT^rfi^i he renewed the attempt, bnt wilh no 
better sneeeas'thsit before^ To the second repulse were added 
blows^ftoi^ the dabs of the "rioten,'' which, though comparsr 
liyely l^|(f|ailefB, served to ezaqMrate him on whom they felL 
The sheim now ordered his men to fire, and three gnns were 
discharged, yet with so high an aim that the balls passed above 
the heads of those iu the house, and ludgud in the upper parts 
of tlie rooms. At tlie second fire the aim was lower, aud the 
sentries were driven if uni their poats. The assailants having in 
this manner effected an entrance, pushed forward with " guns, 
6\^ < »rd>, and clubs," arid in the quaint words of an eye-witness, 
"did mobt cruelly uiiinmioc" such as ojiposed them. Crou l^d 
in the narrow passages of the lower etory of tlic building, on 
the stairs, and among the benches of tlu.' court-rooin, tlie liostile 
parties amid total darkness sustained fur a time a hand-tohand 
conflict. But the strife was of short duration. Tlie shouts of 
the sheriff and his men soon announced that their deadlj 
weapons and superior numbers had given them the victory. 

Some of the Whigs escaped by a side passage, ten were 
wounded, two of them mortally, and seven were made priaoaeis. 
Of the sheriff's posse, two received slight fiesh wounds. In 
the south-west corner of the Oonrt-house, on the lower floor, 
was a ballroom, smmged most conveniently for those amjong 
the ^judges, jnry-men, and pleaders," who were inclined to be 
bibacions. ^e Tories, who immediately before the assault had 
aronsed their courage by oopions dran^te, npt only at the 
Boyal tavern but at this place also^ now renewed thi^ drink* 
ing-bont, being served by the jailor, Pollard Whipple, who 
also acted in the capacity of bar-tender, and a brawling froUo 
was kept np until morning* Meanwhile the wounded and 
snffering piisonen, crowded in two nanow, dnngeonrlike-rooins, 
destitute of the necessities which their situation demanded, 
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and deprived of light and heat, were oompeUed during the long 
and dark watclies of the night, to bear the insane tatuitB of 
the victony and listen to their yile abuse. 

On the moniing of liie 14thy aU was tumult and concision. 
The jitdges, boweyer, opened the court at the appointed bonr, 
but instead of proceeding with business, spent the little time 
tliegr were together in preparing a lirae state of flie Facts 
Exactlj as they happened,'' in the **rerj mdancholy and nn^ 
lia|^7 aflSur" of the eTening preyions. This acconnt, whidi 
was in the main &ir and impartial, was.daled ^ in qpen epnrt,'' 
and was signed by Thomas Chandler and Noah Sabin, judges; 
Stephen Greenleaf and Benjamin Butterfield^ aBsistant justices ; 
Bildad Andross, justice of the peace ; and Samuel Gale, clerk 
of the court It closed with this appeal : — " We liuiubly sub- 
mit to every Eeaisuualjlc Inh;iliitaiit, whether his Majesty's 
courts of justice, the Grand and only securits^ For the life, 
liberty, and property of the publick, should Be trampled on and 
Destroyed, whereby said Persons and properties of individuals 
must at all times be exposed to the Ka^e of a Kiotous and 
Tumultuous assemblv, or whether it Does nut Behove Everv of 
his Majesty's Liege suhjecfft In the said county, to assemble 
themselves forthwith tor the Protection of the Laws, and 
maintenance of Justice." Public feeling being much excited, • 
the judges did not deem it prudent to call the docket, and 
a^oonied the court until three o'dod^ in the afternoon. This 
adjoomment was on the same day continued nntil the June 
term. But the cimrt had seen its last meeting. The second 
Toesdaj in Jnne camcy the judges have nerer held the sessioa 
appointed for that occasion. 

Meanwhile, the Whigs who had been driven from the Oooi^ 
lunise bj tiie dieriff 'a partj had not beeti idle. Messengeie 
were despatehed in every dlreetioii to cany tiie news and pro> 
eiire assistance. Br. Jones, aeakms in tiie cause of liberty, 
rode hatlees to Donunerstooiy and others performed longer 
j ( umeys with as little prepaiatton. As in olden times, when 
the Gross of Fire— the emblem of impending war— was bome 
ftom Tillage to village, so now, at the approach of tiie cooriei^ 

* In MiDt the hiilt aad bimleCi riM ; 
RvBi windina fron vplind Imvwa 
Thij poured «Mh luvdy tenant down* 

The Sihermnn fbnook the straad, 



Diyuizeo by GoOglc 



natcm or MMnrntt w wumun. [L?7& 

The swarthy BZntth took dirk and brandy 
With oliMig«d eheer, the mower blithe 
L«ft in th* MM mdM b» •cythe ; 

iMfdi vUhoiil AtcMpfp iinjfsdf 
The plough WM in mid-farrow iteyti; 
Prompt at the ei^al of alarms, 
Efteh ton of freedom mihed to uwaJ* 

BooDi mm tfuni Ibar lumdred- femnm had taeniUed in 
Wertninstori ai whiom about one^balf werefiwm Kew Hamp* 
ehire. One eompany ftom Walpole was mnmanded 

Capt, afterwards CoL Benjamlii Bdlows, of revolmtkmary 

distinction. Capt Stephen Sargeant brought his company 
from lio eking] 1 am. Guilford fumiflhed an organized band, and 
the Westminster militia were in full force tinder their old 
leader, Azariah Wright. Such a body as thiti, the adherents 
of the court were not prepared to encounter. Those of the 
Wliif^ who had been imprisoned the night previous, were B<xin 
liberated, and before evening the judges with their absiistaiite, 
and such of their retainers as could be taken, were placed in 
arrest. The court-room in which tliey were confined, und 
-R-hich had been the scene of a part of the struggle, presented a 
spectacle wliich told bnt too plainly of the rage wiiich had 
characterised the actions of the combatants. The benches 
were brokjeOf i&d the braces, timbers, and stnds of the nn- 
finished room, were cut and battered by the ballets whieh had 
been fired by the Tories, after thejr had obtainad'entnaea into 
the bidlding. Bood was to be sMn in the ptMagM, and the 
stairs were atabed with atiffimed gore. Ylaitoia enrioos to sae 
how judgea and jastioea appeared in prison, were admitted, four 
or five at atime. As night set in, the darknoai aooaed to lender 
llie Whiga faiooa. Ifiiny wh(p had oome ftom Dmnmenton 
and PatMy ^ weieiaMant with lond Toieea/* ie<imiiDg dntthe 
Judgea ahmild be broQig^ ant belbre diem, and eompelled to 
« make aeknowledgementa to their aalMfiMrtiinL f that the Comt- 
honae ahoold be palled down or bmned, and Ibat all who had 
been engaged in perpetrating the horrid massacre" should be 
put in irons. They even went so far in their exasperation, as to 
vow the J would fire upon every person they should hnd in tlio 
Court-house, who had participated in the scenes of the pre- 
ening night. These inhuman Bn<>fre9tions, although seconded 
by tlio leader of the Guilford militia, and winked at by Dr. 
Jones, met with a Rtronp^ opposition i'rom Capt. Bellows. 
Finn in the caose of the peQ|>Ie, he did not forget what waa 
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due to justice. Inflc'xil>le iu his purpose, he appeared as the 
guiirJiaii of ri^^ht:?, and while he desirf i! the puuLshinent of the 
prisoners in a legal mauaer, he took t >] >ecial care that they 
should hiuffer no violence at the hands of infuriated men. 

The morning of the 15tli hrought with it a renewal of the 
scenes and feelinfrs of tho day before. In one i)art of the town, 
Leonard Spaulding, the Duuimerston farmer, who a few months 
previous had been committed " to the Common goal for high 
treason against the British tyrant, Greorge the Tliird," was busily 
engaged in examining all persons who he suspected had como 
Id reinforce the sheriff's party. In another quarter, the beating 
of a drum heralded the ai^j^mnrli Solomon Harvey, " Practi- 
tioner of Physic," at the head of a body of three hundred men. 
h the oentre walked ^or of the sheriff's poese^ who had been 
litereepted on tbeir way home. The whole party halted in 
fiont of ihe Court-house. An inyestigation was had^ which 
ended move fayorably than the poor prisoners had expected. 
Hie stem old doctor disarmed them, and dismissed fhem with a 
pass signed with his ow& name, to which was prefixed the title 
of OoloneL 

Xond an9 deep were the curses which the yeomen, as they 
gathered from hill and valley, poured forth, when they had 
Wn correctly informed of what had occurred. Some were 
aiixioufi to riddle the Conrtdiouse with ball, others begged that 
the sheriff might be jdaced in their power, so that they might 
punish liiin as it shoidd plea>o them. One man, with a dc- 
Tiioiiiacal grin, declared that his flesh crawled to he tonm- 
hawking^' tlie prisoners, and fi*equent was the wish that nuir- 
dcrers niig-ht be treated as such. To the presence of Capt. 
Bellows the officers of the court owed the security which they 
eiyoyed, amid this maelstrom of human ])as»ion. A legal 
jnqiieet having been lield on the body of William French, and 
flie goilt of his death having been <chaiged upon the sheriff 
and some of his party, he and those who were already im- 
jirisoned with him were put in close confinement. On the 
emiing of the same day, Eobert Oockran, who had rendered 
himself conspicnons in bemg engaged with Ethan Allen in 
penecuting bis Bennington neighbors who had settled vnder 
ebartera from New Yodc, T<eached Westminster, having left his 
KBiidenoe on liie odiier side of llie mountains, as soon as lie had 
iMeiyed Infonnatlon of lihe movements of the hostile parties. 
Aimed with aword and pistols, he entered the village at the 
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head of forty or more of the Green Mountain Boyg. A year 
bef'">rc, Governor Tryoii had offered a reward of fifty pounds 
for his arrest. As be advanced, he tauntingly a^ked of those 
who he supposed were favorers of the court party, why they 
did not take him, and obtain the compensatioii. In loud tones 
lie declared his intentions of seizing certain men who had aided 
the sheriff, provided " they continaed upon earth," and in an 
incorrect citation from Scripture, expressed a determination of 
ascertaining ''who was for the Lord, and who was for Balaam." 

Mrs. Gale having obtained an opportunity of speaking with 
her husband, was requested by him to inform her mother of 
his imprisonment, and transmit the same information to her 
father, CoL Wells, and to CSrean Brush, who, as representa- 
tives, were then in attendance on the General Assembly in the 
city of New York. Iliis message havmg been delivered to 
Mre. Wells at Brattleborough, she immediately made arrange- 
ments with Oliver Church of that town, and tfoseph Hancock, 
of IIox>kinton, Massachusetts, to act as couriers, and a little 
after inidiiij;lit they started on their journey.* 

By the morniug of Thureday, the 16th, "five luindred good 
martial soldiers, well equipped for war," had assembled in 
Westminster, besides others who had come as private citizens. 
After eonsultation, it was decided that some permanent dis- 
position onght to be made of the prisoners tlien in jail. Li order 
to satisfy the peoj)le wlio ha<\ collected, a large c<:)mmittce was 
chosen to represent them, whieli committee was composed both of 
residents and non-residents of the county. The accused were 
then examined, and a decree was passed that those who had 
been the leaders in the " massacre" should be confined in the 
jail at Kortliampton, Massachusetts, until " they could have a 
fair trial." Those who were less gnilty, were required to give 
bonds with security to John Hazeltine, to appear at the nert 
court of Oyer and Terminer to be holden in ^e county, and on 
these conditions were released. Meantime llie town became so 
much crowded widi visitors, that there were not houses or 
bams sufficient to shelter them, and food enough to support 
them was with difficulty obtained. It was not until the foUow- 

• They wrived nt Xew York on the following; Monday, having been one hoii- 
dre«1 nn<\ t^n lunirs in travellin!! a distance wliioh iB now Accomplished in an 
eleTeiitii part ul thnt time. Joim Griffin, Arad Hunt, and Malochi Church, wer« 
afWrwards sent ^pre« to the same place with confirmatory information. 



Digrtized by Google 



1775.J BXETCHE8 OF THE LIB££TY-M£N. 227 

ing Sondaj that prepamtionB could be completed for convey- 
ing the priaonerB down Uie riyer. In thiB interval thej were 
visited by hnndreds of those whom they had fonnerly oppressed, 
and who, now that their persecntorB wm bonnd, were ready to 
retnm upon them the bitterness which they had so lavishly 
expended when in power. 

Regarding the Whigs or Liberty-men wlio were killed and 
wonnded in the affray, the following facts have been collected. 
TV'iUiaiii Freuch,* son of Xatlianiel French, resided in Brattle- 
borongh, but so near the Bouthcni line of Diimmerston, that he 
was sometimes claimed as an inhabitant of that town.f In the 

* Many of the iacta in thia biugrapbicol notice were obtained from the Honor- 
able nMophOw Qnmtot^ of Pirtii«j, who wtm bom ai Union, CoimMtjotit» 
AptSl SSth, 1764 Li tho yoar Ida fhlli«r» Jamot CrawM, moved with hia 
family to Waatanlfliter. At that tima no large boata ran above Hadley Faih, and 

the jonmey thence up the rivor, wo" pprffirmcl in n. loir hn^t or canoe. On the 
erening of May 25th, the adventurere made Fort Dummer, in the midat of a 
heavy raia storm. TUid old defeooe was thea inhabited by the French £amily. 
Aa aooQ aa tbe aniTal of the otmngera had baaa made knowD, William Fre&dli 
hurried down to the boat, took the Kttle Theophiltii in hia ana^ ond earried him 
to liie fort Here the young traToUer spent the flrst night of bis Vermont lift. 
On reaching Westfninpt^^r, J»Tn«« Crawford took up hia abode in a log building 
which formerly Btood ou the site of the residence of John May, Esq., lately 
deeeaiioJ. At the time of the " maasaere," he Lived in the west part of the town. 
He was piaaaDt at tike hurial of neodi, hanng preTiovdy amialad in laying oat 
the eoipae^ On the morning altar the aflray, hake Knowlton of New Fane, who 
was then a favorer of the court fisction, set out with eleven others on his return 
homo. Passing along ft cross-road leading fromWestminster to New Fane, the party 
stop{>ed at the house of James Crawford, and asked for something to drink. Mrs. 
Crawford, whoae aentfananta were the tame as her husband's, replied, " we haye 
nodiink for aanidereta*'' and MAuedeomplianee with the raqotat Kiiowllon,who 
waa • polite man, bowed as this answer was givan^ and want his way, aa did hia 
componions theirs, thirsting. Theophilus Crawford was a member of the Council 
from IblO-lb l • ; hcdd the office of sheriff of Windham county in the year 1819; 
received the ap|>oiutment of delate to the State Constitutional Convention in 
18S8; and le p w ae n ted the town ef Putney in the ijHembly at tbe aemion of 
IStt. Hia deoih oeeomd in Jannaiy, 1856. 

f When, in the year 1784, llieopliilus Crawford was on his way to Guilford to 
assist in quelling the disturbances which had arisen from the insubordination of 
the " YorkerH," he stopped at the French house, then " the most nortli-eaatern 
dweUing in Brattleborough." Mrs. French, who was still living, and in whose 
mind the Temembrnnee of the lorn of bar aon waa alffl Mh, entNatad Um not to 
eipoae htmaaif to the rage of tim enaniy, and waned bun to ■fami the dangara 
whieh threatened him from the infuriate ! " Cinlfi r litea" Her fears, though 
more imapnn«ry in thia instance than real, afford a j r< M .i if the terror with which 
"hf* mTi«t lit all tiiiH\^ have regarded the ace ne« of that March night — a night so 
f&uii to her highest and best expectations. The site of the Freadi house forms a 
poftion of the fcrmwUahia now Ibmillariy known m*< tte Old Wellington Place,** 
and ii on the right hand side of what wa% a few ycara ago, the ikaga load. 
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06I1BI18 of 1771, hiB nftine appeam in th6 Ikte of both 

towns* Tlie p^opto of Brattleboroi^ 17)10 Uyed ia hu inuDe- 
diate neigiiboiiiood, were maaoly &yoren of Hie conit peart^, 
and *^ some of tibeooi weie m tibe ahenff ^liandy tiiat officer beiii^ 
himaelf an inhabitant of thai town.^' Am hr young IVend^ 
hie piinciples were those which he had reoeived from hie 
fether,.* Finding sympathy in the opinions of the liberty- 
loving people of DaminerBton, he generally acted with them 
on qutetioiifi relating to the public weal. lie lield no ofiicial 
station, but appears to have beeaniuch esteemed for his bravery 
and patriotism, and the treatment he afterwards received 
from his opponente, sufficiently attests how nmcli they feared 
his influence." At the tirnc^ of his death he was not twenty- 
two \{'nv^ of age. In [»L*ifton, he was of a medium size and 
stature, and in the word^ of one who knew him, was esteemed 
as " a clever, steady, honest, working farmer." He had come 
to Westminster with a number of others, his companions, in 
^rder to obtain and secure what he had before supposed he had 
« ri^t to demand, namely, the privilege of being governed by 
aoond iawa and sound principles, and of reetraining the advance 
of oppiesdon. Being, undoubtedly, more ardent than others in 
"expressing and enforcing his sentiments, he Iras among the first 
to attraot attention, and in the issue was most mercflessly 
bntehei^ He was shot with five bnUetB in as many different 
places. One of the balls lodged in the calf of the leg, and another 
in the thigh. A third striking him m the month, brol^ oat several 
'of his teeth* He received the fonrth in his forehead, and that 
^Hiidi emised his death, entered the brain, jnat behind the ear. 
In this horrible condition, still alive, he was dragged like a dog 
to the jail-room, and thrust in among the weU and wounded. 
So closely was the prison crowded, that those who would have 
gladly bound up his wounds and spoken peace and consohitiou 
to the soul tliat still lingered ia that bleeding and luaiiglod 
body, were unable to act their wishes. Through the prison 
doors, hie enemies vented their curses upon him, telling hiiii 
that they wished there wore forty more" in his condition, and 
gliMutinE: to Ws companions "that they should all be in hell 
lu l<»ru tlie next night." When execration failed, they mocked 
him as lie gasped for the tailing breath, and made sport for 

* At the WeAtmioster Conrentioii, held February Tth^ 17 ^o, I^atiiaaiel Frendi 
WM ihomn to rtprcMBt Brattkbogroagh b tli« Staadiiig Coaitnittoa of Cor> 
iMpomdiiMii 
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themselves at his dying AOtioDS.'' Between the hours of threo 
and four on the next morning, Dr. William of "Wcstmin- 
Bter, waa allowed to visit him ; but assistaace had come too late. 
Death had released the martyr from his BufTeriDgs.* On the 
day after the affray the name of French was on eveiy lip, and 
hnndreda visited hia corpse, anxious to 

« dip their napkins in his gaored blood ) 

Yei^ a hair of him for memory, 

* Odvia W«bb^of Bookbgham, whm^ retentive memoiy mppUed Miwnl Cm!* 
vliieli hftT« been, end othen whieh will be reeorded, end who was nearly eight* 
years old when the events aboye nam^ed occarred, has said : '* At the time 

the Coart-hoa««<» aiTray, I lirei! in Westminster, but was not prwM^nt at the aoeoe. 
Heard of it the next diiy from a itUle man, familiarly known m lLn»sum Walker, 
a mighty fiax-Urtseaer, who was iu the engagcmtiuL iSouu after this I starietl oft 
in company with ieverel other yonngsters, whoee namee I htve Ibigotton. Jinny 
people wen gefa^f in the same dxreetion. It was about the niddle of the dirf 
when I reached the Court-house, and aoon after 119 airival, I saw the body of 
Freiicli, u-lm li^il been shot the night before. A Bentry was etntioned to gunr J 
th« corpse, iw it lay on tlie jail-rooui floor. Tlie clothea were still upon it, as in 
U^e. The wounds seemed to be mostly about the head ; tlie mouth woa bloody, 
mi the Hpa vere awoDen and bliibbeMd.'* 

Mnin WehK tha Cilher of GaMa, waa iw eeifinal yean a nev^^ 
MTabn, Conneotieiit» but failing hi bnaineee ranaTed to Ashford, an adjoining 
town, where he continned a fe\r yenrff, being engnged in paying hi* dvbts and 
settling bis affrura. In ()ct<>bor, 1705, he cunu' to Westminstfr, and wns employed 
by the town to teach school the succeeding winter. The house which he occupied 
viB«*n]arge, open VoiUBag,* and IbaediDol was probably the ioA kepi in Weel- 
siaalaiv In tha apriag of having aent In* hie wife and ehUdren, yonng 
Gilvin anoog the WUnber, he with them took up his abode in Koddngham, 
vlierc Vic resided a yenr. Di3plon«'(^ ^ with the loi-nlitr h*^ wont book to 'Wt'st- 
min^tt-r, and hired of Col Benjamin Bellows a tract of iaiid in the Tioi th part, 
of the town, whieh had beeu previously improved by one Farweii, and ia now 
haawn ae^'tha €9nnah tan." Theva he lived tan yean. At the «iplnlwa 
ef thie peiiad» he bongbt a fam ai^ hnilt him a hooee at Bw^nghany where he 
lived until his death, which occurred in 1808. He waa yeiy active in the forma- 
tion of tb«> new ptatc of Vmnont. and was a member of the r>or»et ronveDtions 
of S«'j.teniber 26th, 1776, and January 16th, 1777. On the ittLfccr of tUe^e occa- 
stuns, the district of Vermout was declared free aud independeuL llo afterwards 
npneented the people of BaaUnghaai in the iteta j|MeniUy» dnrin^ tha yean 
ms ana ms, and wae the fiist elerh of that town. 

His son Calvin was bom at Union, July gist, 1767, and having removed with 
his father to the " New Hampshire Omnt^," become a citizen of Iloekir^hnni at 
the time of iiiB futher'g reruoval to that town. Ilere, he pxissod the remainder of 
his life, respected b^ all who knew him. His doath occurred iu the year 1854. 
The eeeietnatf^ ohtauiad fKfik him and nehnowledged in thin aota» wae oommnni* 
caled hi tika wfaitar of ISsa. idthon^^ the narrator was Ihen in hie uinoly-afth 
year, yet his mental fi a en Me i appeared rniimpaired, and the vividaeai vrith which 
ie would describe the scenes of hii* yonfh, bore evidence to tho itrength of tha 
ifflpmeiona which the mind refieires iu iu freaboesii 
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And, dying, mention it withia thoir viU^ 
Bequeathiug it, aa ft rich legacy,** 
tlnto their 'ma^" 

Althoiigli the courts had been stopped, yet tlie s])irit of lavr 
Lad not fled from tlie county. A coroner's j ury wab assembled 
to inquire into the cause of the death of French, and the pro- 
ceedine^ on that occasion were conducted in the most solemn 
and deh'herate manner. Tlie original re]iort of the investiga- 
tion is still preserved, and is in these words : — 

*• xs ew York 

Cumberland County. An Inquision* In- 

dented & Taken at "Wei-tiiiinster the fifteenth Day of March 
one Tliousand Seven Hundred and Seventy live before me 
Tim* Olcott Gent one of the CoiToncrs of the County afore 
Said upon the Veiw of the Body of William French then and 
tiiere Lying Dead upon the oaths of Tho* Amsden John Avoril 
Joseph Pierce Katha*' Robertson Edward Hoton Michal Law 
George Earll Daniel Jewet 5^chriah Gilsf)Ti Ezra Robenson 
Nathaniel Davis Katlianiel DonbleDee John Wise Silas 
Bnrk Elihoe Newel Alex' Pammorlj Joseph Fuller Qood imd 
LawfoU men of the Ckmaty afore Said who being Sworn to En- 
quire on the part of our Said Lord the King when where how 
and after what manner the Said iSrench Came to his' 
Death Do Say upon their oaths that on the thirteenth Day Gt 
March Instant William Faterson Esqr Mark Langdon Oristo- 
pher Orsgood Benjamin Gorton Samuel Nl^t and others un- 
known to them assisting with force and arms made an assalt 
on the Body of the Said W"* French and Shot him Through 
the Head with a Bullet of which wound he Died and Xot 
Otherways in witness where of the Coroner as well as the 
Jnr} ur^ have to this Inquision put their hands and Seals att the 
place albre Said." 

On the Bame day, he was buried with military honors, his 
funeral being attended l)y all the militia of the surrounding 
comitry, who paid their final adieu to the ennobled dead in the 
salute which they fired above his grave. Tlie smoke rolled off 
irom the freshly turned earth, and, as the thunder of the mus- 
ketry echoed over the beautiful plains of Westminster and 
reverberating among the distant hills, finally died away into 
•ilenoe ; thoee determined men who had gathered at the aepul* 

• Inquisition wm intended, nune u inquest 
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tioe of the £jQBt victim to Amaricftaliber^ of 
freedom, Yowed to ayenge the wvoogi of their oppx«8ied oonntiy, 
and Vifxilftii in imagiziation the toich of war, which ao eoon 
afker biased like a beacon-light at Iiexington and Banker 
HilL 

Daniel Hoa^ton, who was mortaUj wounded daring the 
masaacrey" came origuialljr 6om Fetenduun, IfoaHUshnsettBi 

and preyioos to his death was a resident of Dnmmerston. The 
iJcii was general, for a time, that he would recover from his 
injuries, and it is for this reason that liis name is not oftener 
found in coiinectiou with that of Frencli. But in tlic records of 
Dommerston, the "murthering of "William Frencli and Daniel 
Hotighton " is bpoken of as an article of history, which was 
then ri^^ive^l withnnt doubt or disagreement, and in the account 
of a meeting lieid in that town <m t!io ^)th of April, less than a 
month after the event, is a memorandum of a comnuttee who 
were appointed to ^^go to Westminster there to meet other 
conunittees, to consult on the best methods for dealing with the 
iTdinTnnn and unprovoked murtherers of William French and 
Daniel Houghton." Houghton, who was wounded in the body, 
eatriTod odIj nine days:* He was buried in the old graTO- 
jard at WeBtminafcer, not fiur from the last reeting-place of 
French. For many yean thefe waa a stone, shapdeas and 
anhewn, which marked the spot where he ky ; but eyen this 
sUgJit memorial has at length disappeared from its pUuse, and 
no <me can now mark with aocniacy the locality of his grare. 

Jonathan Knight, of Dnmmerston, received a charge in the 
right shoolder, and for more than thirty yean carried one of the 
buck-shot in h^ body. One White, of Bockingham) was severely 
wounded in Ae knee by a ball, and was in consequence for a long 
time incapacitated for labor.f Philip Safford, a lieutenant of 
the Kockinghaiii militia, was in the Courtdionsc at the time the 
attack was nuide. Most of the AVhigs who were in his situa- 
tioa fled by a side entrance alter a short conflict with their 

* Hooghton died at WMtaninttar in * hooM mlbatM • little noiihweet of tlie 
OBOrl^ooM^ nd VotftehoftdieteDee frank it It wae then oeeapied by Eleaaer 
HarlofV. Motlt 4f tkoee who were wounded wore taken to the hooM of Azarieh 
Wright, mAmn tmted with tlie bmmI ecveAil eoialderittion hgr the patriotie 

upt&in. 

f After remaining three moathe et Cipt Wright's houae, be was taken to the 
litter. And wie «MiT^ed by water to loaie pbee vhere ha eould 
eMa thn aatiiaai «f a mart dcQAil phyrfdan titan vaa to ba had at WeitanfaK 



Digitized by Google 



988 



¥ 0r KlffBBI VHWIIHT. 



opponeDta But bt, detenmnod to depart by a more honorable 
peaaage, ealHed o«t M tbe inam dm, bkdge» m 
down eight or tea wbo endeavored to arro at bim, and leeehred 
in retora aeveral severa cnls en the bead from a eabte^ wie&ded 

by Sheriff Patterson. 

From a deposition made before the Counoil f4 New Toik| 
by Oliver Church and Joseph Iluncock, the mesaengew who 
bore the news of the " mtossacre'' boh th ward, it would 
appear that, after the first volley from the BherilTs party, for 
tlie purpose of intimidating the ** rioters," the latter returned 
the tire fi-om the Court-lionse ; that " one of their P>alb entered 
the Cuff of the Coat of ik-Hjaniin Butterlieid, Ksquire, one of 
hiB Majesty's tTuBtices ot^ the Peace for the said County of 
Cumberland, which went out of the elbow without hurting 
him, and another went through liis Coat Sleeve and just grazed 
the ekin. That a pistol was discharged by one of the Kioters 
at Benjamin Botterfield, the Son of the above named Justice 
Bttttertield, bo near that the Powder burnt a lai|[e bole in tiie 
breast of his Coat, and one William Williams received a large 
wound in the head by one of the Balls discharged by tbe eaSd 
Eioters.'* Another depositioa made by John Gritfin, contrtina a 
declaratioii that the Riotcra returned a Diaebarge of Guns or 
FSstolB oa their part,*^ and in the fltalemeiit of the jndgee, it la 
aaaerted that ihe ** rioten fought Yiolentlj wiib iheir cbibe, and 
fired some few fire^ffma at the PoBae^ hj Tdiieh Mr. Jualioa 
ButteifieLd received a sli^t ahot In the arm, and another of die 
Poeae reeeiyed a alight ahot in the head wilb Pistol BolleiB.'' 
The aooouiit of one of the newspapers^ of tbe time, is, that tbe 
first fire of the sheriff's posae " was immediately returned from 
the Court-house, by which one of the Magi.strates was slightly 
wounded, and another person shot through his clothes." li 
anuther,f it is recorded that the rioters fired once or twice on 
the slu riirs party, but did no daiiiage." 

As u|)po&ed to a part of these assertions, the Whigs declared 
that they had no fire-arms at the time of the attack, and this 
statoinont is ^substantiated by eye-witnesses, some of whoni 
were, until within a few years, alive, and by a sufficient ftm^^f r^f 
of unbiased evidence. That some of the Court party were 
wounded in the affi^y, there is no doubt; but the injnriea 
tiiey reodved, except those inflicted bj bludgeons^" were froEDii 

• New York Journal, or General Adyeriiser: ThnndAy, March 23d« 1775, 
f Bmk G«aitK Sttlttn, NMndiwftli; vol viL, Ibmh 14«li-41i^ m& 
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A«ir own ftkn4i. TI19 fight, it w91 be xemembeved^ wia 6ar- 
lied OQ indiflaiesBL To ezplara ihit coBtradietLon m legmd. to 
tiie m of flfe^ms by the Whigs, aad to ftuniflh a elae to all 
tiie oHusr dborepanciM wkich i^pear k tiio narrationB of the 

opposing parties, a knowledge of accompanjing circumstancee is 
alone requisite. The newspaper press, c«mti"olled by tbofic tkvor- 
able to royal government, and opposed to revoiiitiuu;u-\ action, 
siiled witli the supporters of establifihed law, regai-dlesa of its 
corrupt admin i St r;ttk»n, and concealed or misrepresented the true 
cau>e^ which were forcing the loTers of liberty' tlirouffliont the 
ooir'iiic - to throw off the bunions whicli were oppressing tlii'iri. 
Hie depositions, although driven under oath, had been previously 
enperyned by the Tory representatives in tlie Legislature of 
New York from Cumberland county, and were, no doubt, 
colored by them in sucli a m^mer as to make the cause of the 
Whigs appear in its worst light Men, most violent in the 
measuree which they were ready to ad<^t to anppraaa the Siet 
ontbreathiiigB of liberty and right, were not those who would 
ecrnple to exaggerate and falsify in order to aehioYe the ondt 
t^y luid pn^Kieed.* 

* As tartfalOiiy coiTobortttivA «f IIm pontion assumed in \hb to^ 4ie foUoving 
CBctrActs Cp<wn printed and MS. doctimenta and verbal relations, arc preseut«d. In 
the report of the committee who were chosen by tlie people of rumberland 
cooQtj and others, to prepare an accoont of the affray, occur these words : " We, 
in the hooM, had Ml Any weaponi of inioDg us, and ir«n ik/tmoSatit tfiol 
fh«y [tiM di«riff mad Us posse] shoold not mnm ia vith Huh WMfXHH of ma 
oseept by the force of them." The testimony of Theophilus Crmwfbtd wm^ tiiat 
** the Whigs had not bo much as a pistol among them," and in proof of the rtate 
of feeling previou.<« to the fight, he declared that " a man named Gates, of Dam> 
m^ston, started for Westminster, armed with a sword," and that " the people 
wmdd moi ki him pt o M sd lutH he hsd laid Mido tii« ^ttmin wsspon.* To 13b0 
■ma effMl Calvia W«bK * TlMUbertyniea had ao gnu when thejint eam^ 
but ate French was killed, they went houM and got tiiwt'* Awrfah Wrig^l^ a 
gran(?son of the sttirdy cnptnm nf tbc »nmo nnmo, who wa* ^ aotivo in the »TftTipe 
of th«» «H)n3 of freedom, has written to the author, by the dictation of hi-^ father, 
Salmon Wright, who, a lad of twelve or thirteen, was jweseot at the biu al uf 
lk«neh, in tfMM wwdt: *'1Imm wwa ao am aaviad bjtlia Aarty party, 
eiecpi elvibt wlM won olvtiiiied by tto RoeMngham Caoipaay «k my gna^ 
father's wood-pile. There wrro no Tories wounded, save thoea bmrtirtii doim 

by th*; cbib nf Philip ?*ftffnr'i." Anicri^qUi-rttioncrl "^rith rf>ff»r*»nr>^ In t.he niflfir 
tiom Hancock mid Church, hm language, dictated as before, was tlua: "In 
r^ard to the statements in the Tory depositions, father says they are all fudge 1 
6iat fbera wara no wmpom aaniad ar vied by <ba libariy man, «B»a|*4in 
afemnantioaad eiaba Ibli ia a find luk* Additional paoof aught be aeen- 
maktad } bat ilfi probable that enough has been said to satisfy tiie reader that the 
only vaapoB^, oAnilTa or dafmiiTa,oaRi«d by the Whigi»iNfa alahaand itaTA 
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Ab ftmushing the less impoitaiit iiicideuts connected with the 
affiay, taraditkm affimus ^ oertain Joseph Temple of Dtunr 
mantoQ, carried his food in a quart pewter hmOf wiuchy plaoed 
in a kbd of a kDapaack, was strapped orer hk ahovilden. 
During the firing the basin was struck twice hj the bnlletSi 
which left their nudks upon it but did not perfiwate it» and its 
owner escaped unhurt This novel life-preserver was kept in 
the family of his descendants for many jears, but finally Ibund 
its way to that place of deposit of articles YaluaUe for theur 
antiquity, the cait of a tm pedlar. Another brave man of the 
same town, hight John Hooker, escaped with the loss of the 
soles of liis boots, which were raked off by a chance shot from 
tlie enemy. But the di&comliture was only temporary ; the 
ait of the shoemaker was potent to restore the wanting portions, 
and the boots were afterwards worn by their owner with feelings 
of pride and satisfaction. Many a man more distinguished but 
less valiant than John H<x>ker, has in tlie time of battle found 
satety in trusting to his soles, and that, too, in a manner not one 
half as honorable ! 

To dic^iify the events of the 13th of March, the Muses were 
not ashamed to lend their assistance. The following lines, ex- 
humed frr>m the brain of an old man, where they had slept 
undisturbed lor more than three quarten of a century, afford 
not only a rare specimen of Ilipponactic composition, but, as 
far as they go, contain a epirited and condse account of the 
afiray.* 

" March y* thirteenUi, in Westminster there VM a dkmid eUnDor, 

A mob containing five huiuln'<l men, thcr cnrae in a riotous mannM; 

Swearing the courts they should not set, not even to adjournment. 

Bat for four of the Sheriff and hit valiant men, thej for their fire-arms tent 

* Theee lines are supposed to have been Uie production of John Arma, a joang 
■laa wIm Miidtd in Bi^ti«borougb, md who waa « liT«rar of tlM Ooort party. 
Tbmj m« ooummMatod ormlly by Calvin Wabb, of whom maotioa baa bean 

alraady made. Hoarding tiiMn aa ezpreaaing the aentimenta of an oppour 

of the " mob,'' the eleventh verse furnislies auotlier proof that stout cudgels were 
the only weapons wliieh the mob carried. ArnM is said to have jvoiJ^wj^^ed m»>ntal 
qualities of no mean order. Physically , he was not strong, and died young. By 
A vofea af tba Oovnal of Yannont poMO Jvna ISih, 1782, it appaaia that John 
^xm of Brattleborough, who, at tho aga of fiftaan, in tha yaar 1975, Joinad tk^ 
enemies of this and other American Stata^** and afterwards returned and asked 
pardon, wn" forGT'ven **aD'l rrafor^H to the pn vile?*^" of th»> Stnt" " on tnkin^ 
the oath uf allegiance. The p^ii^on referred to in \ \\\a Totdf and the poat of the 
"Weatminater Massacre," are supposed to be ideuticuL 
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The ProtestanU that stood by tbo law , they all came here well arnie<i ; 

Tfaey dcmADded Uie house which was their owd, of which they were debarred. 

The Sheriff then drew eff hii men to eontntt upon fhe mattflr, 

U0W he might h«at enter the hooie and not to make a ilangfater. 

The Sheriff then drew up his men hi efder for a battle. 

And told Uieni forte leave tlu^ )if>me or they shoaM feel hit-boUeil mtfUeL 

But they reai^teil with their cluhd until tin- Sheriff fired, 

Then with surprise and doleful ciieti tiiey all with haste retired. 

Our Taliaat men entered tiie hooM^ not in fhe lent oonlb«ndedf 

And ci t awdthereoamof oTmy one^aaoeptcf thaaa whoirere wounded.** 

. With one exeeptioii the Mem of the Court wen opposed to 

any interference 
on the part of the 
people, lliomas 
Chandler Junior, 
one of the asdis- 
tant justices and 
a s >n of the chief 
jud^o, held views repiifrnant to those of his colleafrucs and 
bii[)eri(trs. On the day of tlie ontbreak, a lari^e body of tiie 
inhabitants of Chester having started to go to We^tniinster. 
Chandler was queBtioned as to the object of their journey. In 
reply, he stated that they had gone to petition the Inferior 
C<:»urt of Common Pleas not to sit or proceed on business." 
Being asked whether it wouM not have heen better had a com- 
mittee been delegated to protfer the request of the people, he 
answered, that if those who had gone committed no yiolence, 
they ooold not be indicted for riot> and further renuurked, that 
the court onght not to sit because ^ the attorneys vexed the 
People with a multiplidty of suits," the " sheriff the County 
was nndeserying to hold his office,'* and had bad men for h^ 
deputies." He also gave it as his opinion, that if the court 
should attempt to proved on ^* business of a civil nature," the 
people would put a period to the seesion. So thoroughly was 
he convinced of the injustice and petty tyranny &at had 
attended the administration of law, that he was very zealous " 
that the people should apply the remedies which tiiey subse- 
quently used with so much effect.* 

Of the court party who had been imprisoned, Thomas Chan- 
dler, the chief jndge, Bildad Eiiston, a deput}' sheriff, Oapt. 
Benjamin Burt, Tliomas Sergeant, Oliver Wells, Joseph Willard, 

• Ha dipoiftioner B|AGioatkNiallf«to1SMmaiGliindi«^^ 
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and John Morse, were released on the 17th, having given bonds 
with secQiity to John Haseltine, to appear and take their trial at 
Bach time aa aboold be appointed. Tiiomaa Ellis, against whom 
no charge waB Ibimd, was set at liberty, oncondkioifted ; Noah 
8abin, one of the side judges, Benjamin Batfeerfield, an assistant 
jnatice, "William Willard, a justice of the peace, Williani Pater- 
00% the high aiherifl^ Samuel Qale, the deik, Buyamin Gorton^ 
adepniy flharif^Bichaid Hill, William WilUaiiui» and oneCW 
ningham, were^ by a Tote of the committee of the people, 
xeaenredlbir ooiifiiMment in the jaol at Northamptooi KaMohii- 
setls. On Smiday the 19tih, these nme prisoneni set out on 
their march, beiii^ attended by a guard of tveiit7*£Te mm 
mtder &e conmumd of Robot Cockrao, and by an eqnal 
number of men from New Hampehire, led by a certain Capt 
Butterficld, an inhabitant of that province. Having reached 
Northampton on the 23d, they were there imprisoned, and re- 
mained in durance nearly two weeks. 

A paragraph in a New York paper of this period, declared 
that " the gentlemen wku had fallen into the hands of the insur- 
gents " were to l^e reynoved by virtue of a writ of hahrfu corpus 
fruiu Kort]iain])t()n tn tliat city, where they would be ''regularly 
tried in order to their enlargement." On the 3d of May, 
they had reached New York, but it is not probable that the 
i^ences with which they were charged were ever subjected 
to a legal investigation. The war of the Hevolntion had now 
become a reality, and the causes which produced it began 
to be mevged in the results to whioh those causes jhad giren 
birth* 

The news of the a&aj reached New Yoric on the 21st of 
March, through the medium of the eaq>reBBes, Church and Han- 
cock. Ihe Oouncil were immediately summoned, and were in- 
lonnedby lieutenan^Govemor Golden, that ^ violent Ontragea 
and Diaordeii^^ bad lately happened in Cumberland^ At 
his desire, Samuel Wella and Crean Brush were called in, who 
repeated the statements they had recdved. By the advice of 
the Conndl, the messengers were directed to embody their ac- 
count in the form of depositions, and the Lieutenant-Governor 
was requested to send the depositions to the (xeneral Assembly 
then in session, together with a message " wai uily urging them 
to proceed immediately to the consideration^' of such measures 

* 2?«w York Gaaette, Mondfty, April lOtb, l?'?^. 
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m wnnM prevent the recimaiM of ^^£vila of bo AUwning a 
M«tim»" ttid bri]^ ^ the primapal Aiden and Abetton of such 
inoknt Oatnfg» to Ooa^ga Fumshmeat'' 

Hie depontioDe wero prepared on the 22d, and having been 
whneeeed hgr D«em1 Horamanden, the flecretary of the pro* 
"fiMe, wiM flont on the S8d to the General AaBembly, accompa- 
nied by a meesage from the lieatenaat-Govemor, of wliidi the 
following is a copy 

Gk-ntli:m:e.n : iuu will slm:^ \s itli just indignation, from the 
papers 1 have ordered to be hud before you, the dangerous state 
uf aiini ehy 'And confusion w iiicii has lately arieeu in Cumber- 
land county, as well iu> the little respect which has been paid to 
the provisions of the Legielature, at tlieir last sessions, for sup- 
preeeing tiie disorders which have for some time greatly dis- 
turbed tlie north-eaateni dietricts of the coun^ of Albany and 
part of the county of Charlotte.* 

^ You are called upon, gentlemen, hy every motive of duty, 
pnide&ee^ policy, and hnmanilyi to aaaist me in applying the 
lemedy proper ibr a case bo dangerous and alarming, 

^Xhe negUgenee of government will ever produce a ccmtempt 
of aiEthoritjf, and by ibeteiing a spirit of disobedience, compel, 
in the aeqm^ to greater severity. It will therefore be found to 
be not only tnie benevoknoe^ but ako real frugality, to reoet 
tiieie enramiliea at thdr commencement; and I am peiBnaded, 
from yodr knom regard to the dignity of government, and 
^ffnr Innnanily to the dutreeiecl, that.you will readily strengthen 
dke hands of dvil aaAority, and enable me to extend ihe snc- 
eonr and support which are necessary for the relief and protec- 
tion of his Majesty's suffering and obedient subjects, the vindi- 
cadon of the honour, and the promotion of the peace and felicity 
of the colony." 

The message, and the papers connected with it, were referred 
to the consideration of a committee of the whole house. On the 
SOtli, the house resoh e<l it-clf into a coniinittee of that nature. 
Ihe message ami deposit inns were again read, and the Avitnesses 
were re-examined. By a vote of fourteen to nine, the committee 
advised thai a provision should be xtiade to enable the inhabit- 

* it«fereme iiMto '«Mrf«tof «ainig«t uMi iMid b«B cnoaittod «& tfa« 

Vfir T<#fk MfttkH residing west of the Qw%m Hountaioa, by Ethtti Allen, Seth 
Warner, and the " BenDiogtoD MoV it tbe^ and th«ir adhmito -were termed. 
See J>oc But. If. Y., i?. 
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ants of the county of Cumberland to reinstate and maintam tibe 
due administration of justice in that oountj, and for the sop- 
pression of riots.'' Hiq Speaker having resumed the chair, tbe 
chatnnan of the comniittee presented his report, whereupon 
Crean Brush moved, that the sum of one thousand pounds 
he granted to his majesty, to he appliedfor the puipoees enume- 
rated in the report'' A stining dehate ensued, but the mo- 
tion was finally carried, twelve voting for and ten against it. 
Eveiy Wing member present, and several of the miniBterial 
party, voted against the measure, and in ihe majority of two the 
vote of the Speaker was included. 

On the 8d of April, the last day dike last session of the Qo- 
neral Assembly of the province of New York, Hie Treasurer oi 
the Colony, on a warrant from the Lieutenant-Governor or the 
Commander-in-Chief, and by the advice of the Council, was 
directed to pay the mm which had been voted for tlu; l)enetit 
of the peo}>lc of the county. Soon after this appropriation had 
been made, borae of the officers of the court presented an account 
of the expenses which had been incurred by them and |)l:r^^.»n6 
in their employ, in suppressing the disturbances in tlie month 
of Marcli previous. By an order of the Council, the mm of 
one hundred and ninety-two ponnd-s nineteen shillincTB and one 
farthing, the amount claimed, was paid to Samuel Welk, Wil- 
liam Paterson, and Samuel Gale. Tliis a\ as the first draft made 
upon the funds which had been set apart for such purposes. 
Although a few of the sufferers were reimbursed by the appro- 
priation, yet the general effect upon the coun^, as fir as tbe 
control of the conduct of the inhabitants was concerned, was 
scarcely perceptible. 

In presenting to Lord Dartmouth an account of his official 
conduct, contained in a report dated April 5th, Lieutenant- 
Governor Golden referred to the course he bad 'pnrsned in 
endeavoring to protect the rights of the crown in CHmiberland 
county, in these words : ^It was necessary for me, my Lord, 
to call upon the Assembly for aid, to reinstate the authority of 
government in that county, and to bring the atiocious offsnd- 
ers to puniahmenl lliey have given but one HiouaaDd 
pounds for this purpose, which is much too small a sum ; but 
the ]'arty in the Assembly who have opposed every measure 
tliat lias a tendency to strengthen or support government, by 
working on the parsimonious disposition of K>ine of the country 
members, had too much influence on this occasion. I am now 
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waiting for an answer from General Gage, to whom I have 
wrote on this affair in Oamberlaiid. By his assistance I hope I 
siuiil soon be able' to hold a conrt of Ojer and Terminer in that 
county, where I am assiured there are flome hundreds of the 
InLabitantB well affected to goremment; and that if the debtB 
of the people who hare been concerned in this ontrage, were 
all paid, there wonld not be a sij^pence of property left among 

In answer to the request of Oolden, it was coounonly reported 
.at the time, that Gage, who was then at Boston, sent a nnmber 
of arms to New York by a reesel named <<the King's Fisher." 
Wliatever may hare been the fact, the affiur at Lexington" 
diverted the attention of government from the proposed method 
of re-establishing the authority of the crown in the interior of 
the province, and led to a different disposition oi tlie bayonets, 
at whose point obedience and 8ubmis«ion were to have be'en 
secnred.* 

Inafimncli as tlie inliabitante of Bennington ajul tlio vicinity 
who held nnder I^qw Ilampshire, Lad for some yenn^ ]>revions 
been engaged in quarrels with the New York settlers, there 
are those who have supposed that tlio doings at Westminster 
must have originated in disputes regarding the titles of land. 
This opinion is very erroneous. Less than a month from the 
time of the aflfray, Golden, in his official dispatches to Lord 
Dartmouth, commenced an account of the dangerous insurrec- 
tion," by declaring that a number of people in Cumberland 
county had been woi^ed up by the example and influence of 
Massachnsetts Bay, " to such a degree^ that they had embraced 
the dangerous resolution of shutting up the courts of justice." 
After a concise description of attending circumstances, he con- 
dnded in these words : ^ It is proper your Lordship should be 
informed, that the inhabitaats of Oumberland county haye not 
been made uneasy by any dispute about l&e Title of tifaeir Lands. 
Uioae who have not obtained Grants nnder ibis goyeinm*, 
live in quiet possession under the grants formerly made by New 
Hiampehire. The Bioten haye not pretended any such pretext 
for conduct The example of MaasachusettB Bay is the 
only reason they haye assigned. Yet I make no doubt they 
will be joined by the Bennington Rioters, who will endeavor to 

• London Doonmenti, in office Sec. State N. Y., toL zIy. Doo. BkL N. T. 
It. 91& 
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m ake one counjion cause of it, thougk tliey liave no c* 'iHiection but 
i 1 1 r heir violence to Government." An opiiiiun like this, and £rom 
hucli a Bourco, ib sufficient to show timt the caubca which incited 
the B( Tiiiiiigtou Mob" to dee(l« of violence, were in no respeiit 
identical with tliOBC which det^jnnined the people of Oiuubor- 
land county to prevent the gittings of the court. 

The eventB oC tiie 13th of March have been styled in these 
pages a mob, « riot, and an affray, names chosen by the crown 
adherents to eaq>ress their idea of the nature of tlie tmofiactionB 
of thai day. The term massacre" was the more digiiifiQ4 
title employed bj the Whigs to eoavey their own notions of the 
eaiQd proceedings. A more oonect eoneeptioii ie conveyed in 
the word iaevrreetioii. The people rose against civil and 
political anthorityi and in to doing weie justified m principtea 
which do not adnJt of dispute. An ezamination of fikcts will 
show that in the histtny of Cnmherlaikd oonn^-Hi type of tiie 
history of the colonies — ^there were present the three eanditiooB 
which alone can justify an insnnreetion.^ First, there was 
oppressioa on the part of the government against which resist- 
ance was final]^ made ; secondly, every peaceable means, by 
petitions and remonstrances, for removing this oppression, had 
been tried, but in vain; thirdly, forcible measures were not 
resorted to until the probability of success liiid become so 
strong as to auiuunt, for the tiine being, aiiaost to a certainty. 
Trusting thus to the justice of their cause, and to the favor of 
Him who is ever ready to succor the op])rcs8ed, these deter- 
mined men rcbolved to acliieve for themselves the bless- 
ings of independence, and laid the foimdatioiiR of those in- 
stitutions which are the charactenstics of a ropobiieau govern* 
ment. 

In claiming for William French the title of the proto-martiyr 
to the cause of American liberty and of the Itevolution, it miQr 
chanoe that but few will be found willing to allow him such an 
honor. Lexington and Concord point with pride to their battle- 
grounds, and Oharlestown boasts of her Bunker Hill, on whose 
tofp towers the i^hol of our national streogth, the personifica- 
tion c£ the gosina of America. But amid these nohleinemories 
it should never be forgotten, tiwt on tiie plains of Westmioater 
tin cause of fireedom reoeiTed its fint victim^ and that in his 
grare were buried all hopes of recondliation with tiie mother 
eountry. 

"When the Chreciaa warrior consulted the arade at Delphi, 
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wiahing to blow whellier the AtheniaDs or Spartans would ooe- 
qpxgr in batde^ the priestees gave answer tiu^ the annj would 
be Tictorions in wideh a soldier was first slain ; for she well 
knew that his comrades would not tire in the Btniggle until the 
deiith of the lirst martyr had heen avenged by the defeat of his 
und hitj country's foes. And thus, when on the side of Liberty 
and the American Colonies the proto-martyr fell, every wound 
in his body became a month which called for vengeance, and 
from every drop of blood there sprang forth a hero, not in 
embxyo, bat anned^to battle bravely for his conntiy.* 

* 8m Appendix L 
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The "Pricnde of Liberty"— Pstriotism of the Guilfordiu-?"— The 'Wertmlnftcr 

Re»nlntinns — The N<>w York Provinoial Congress — " County Congre** " »t 
Westminster — iJeputies fivm Curnljorlaiul Cuuaty — Proceedings in Gloueoster 
County — Towa AeaociAtiouM ia iichalf of Jrreedom — Efforta to laoreaee the 
Umtaiy Fovw of ir«w Yoric-^CooTenlioii $i WMtmiiwIci^TlM M!Iit» «r 
CmnlMriaiid «id Gloucester OonntlM T^bl€> iBoideBt to the Choice ol 
Officers — Efforta to allay Discontent — ^Dorset Convention — Loan from the Pro- 
Tiucial Congress — Jacob Bayley chosen Briornflicr General — Methods of Govern- 
ment adopted in the absence of Fixed Laws — Powers of the Committee of 
Safety of CnmberUnd Coonty— Instmetioiis to Delegates— Letttt to tho Kfv 
York ProTUMMl Ooa gr aii July Hoetiiig of Oomberiood Ooiintf Oommlttot of 
fiofety — Name of New York Provincial Congre» ohonged — Sapplies of Gaii» 
powder, Load, and Flints — Value of Lead — Rangers — Joab Iloisington's Com- 
miftfeion as Major of the Raiifrers — Under-Officers Nominated — IVoposition to / 
make the " Grants" a Separate District — Views of the Inhabitants of Comber* 
land County on the Subject— Stevens and Sessions's Deelaiatioiio fak Ifco KfV 
Yovk CooTootaon^Report upoa tho Conditioa of Cmnboiload Ovm% j Vn 
paratiuiis to meet Gen. Ciarleton — Divisions in the Cumbedond OoUBI^OoaH 
mittoe of Sofol^^—Sepanftioii from Now York inoTitoUo. 

The events of the 13th of March were an expression of the 
dislike of the majority of the inhabitants of Camberiand 
county to the policy of Great Britain. The detenninatioxi mani- 
fested on that occasion they were not prepared to alter in the 
least, nnlesB sufficient reason for a change should he given. The 
goremmental representatiYeB of the mother country on their 
part evinced no conciliatoiy disposition, and, thenc6fovth« oppo- 
sition to oppression was the goiding prindple of the Friends 
of liberl^.'' Meetings were held in many of the larger towns, 
at which the conduct of those who had been prominent in 
stopping the courts at Westminster was hi^y applauded. A 
spirit of hearty cooperation, Ihe earnest of success, was every- 
where apparent Though the path of revolution was often- 
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timeB fihnNidad in darimefle, jet, tsm tbat period, each step in 
il wai a step forward. 

On the 28th of Mardi, the people of Qailford assembled in 
town neetiiig nd aianifiwted their wittiiigpeiw to remaui under 
the jariidictioa of I[vw Yofk, hj rotiag lliat they would be 
sabject to iJbe lava 4ji that goretnment'^ to which thej had 
been anneaed by the Oown. At ihe same tune they directed 
the town eommitfiee of aa&ly to decide whether thoae who had 
leceiTed cosnmisBiQDa £pom Govexnor Tiyon should retain or 
Mign Hhem. On die 7th of April the sabject was taken firom 
the hands of the committee, and the holden of the obnoxious 
eommisBUBis were deeired to return them, or declare their prin> 
eiples in such a manner as would leave no doubt of tlieir posi- 
tion.* Concert and expoditiousnees in action were iLcn, as now, 
regarded a& tiie Becrcts uf success. It was the ackuowlcdgmcnt 
of this truth that led the " Guilfordites" to f^uard against 
internal division and petty strife. " We recoiamend to the 
inhal >iiants of this town," said they, " that they take all proper 
111 L azures for unity ono with another, and that no man cast any 
relioctions one upon another, which Mrill surely create discord 
and disagreement ; and, by dividing, we sliall surely come to 
destruction." We reconuneud to the people as aforesaid, that 
every person hold himself in an habitual and actual readiness 
on any emergency whatsoever ; and every man to appear at a 
minute's warning, and then and there choose officm to lead us, 
according to the instroetioa of our elders and committee."t 

The inflncDce of Ethan Allen and his followers, which in 
Bennington and the vicimty bad led the settlers mder Kew 
Hampfihiie titles to maltreat those who held ^jrants &om Kew 
Y<n-k^ began now to exert its effect on the other side of the 
Oreen monstains. At a meetmg of committees from Cnmber- 
land and Gloneester oonnties, held at Westminster on the Uth 
of April, resohitions were passed which bore evidences of disaf- 
feclion towards die coknial gorenmient of Kew York, it is 

■ 

* " Yoled, that reoommead to all thoee PereoDs in tliis Town who lutve re- 
(.piv<>Yi CoTnmi!»«!on«i unf1»T Oovornor Tryon, that they Resign Baid ronim!*«ions, 
or Erase their names out of a Certain Covenant, Signed by the body of Uio People, 
to mitigAte or Soften the mindi of the People." — ^Votee mad Proceediiiss the 
tlMm 0f OdHM, IIU, iB BMttlclMtoi«k taii.W«eUy Eagle, I3ivBdby,#iiiM 
SOIk,lSia 

f These reeonusendations vere poMcd on the 20th of April. On the 8d of 
May followm^, the per>p1if> nsacmblod again in town meeting, and ooni|>leted the 
organiution of the towu militia, by the appointment of officers. 
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^wxr opinion,^ th«e committees declared, **tbat <mr inbabit- 
ants are in great danger of having their property anjustl^y 
emelly, and nnconatitiitionally taken tnm them hj tiie arbitnuy 
and designing administration of the govenunent of New Yotk, 
snndiy instances having already taken place ; that the Hres of 
those inhabitants are in the utmost hazard and imminent danger 
nnder the present administration, witness the maHeioas md 
horrid massacre of the 13th ultimo ; that it is the dnty of said 
inhabitants, as predicated on the eternal and immutable law at 
6ell-pre6er\ ation, to wholly renounce and resist tlie administra- 
tion of the government of New York, till such time ;k> tlie lives 
and property of tlioso inhabitants may be secured by it, or till 
eucli time as they can have opportunity to lay their grievances 
before his most gracious Majesty in Council, together with a 
proper remonstrance against the unjustifiable conduct of that 
govermnent, with an humble petition to be taken out of so op- 
pressive a jurisdiction, and either annexed to some other povem- 
ment or erected and incorporated iiito a new one, as may ap} )i ar 
best to the said inhabitants, to the royal wisdom and clemency, 
and till such time as his Majesty sliall settle this controversy." 
In connection with these proceedings CoL John Hazeltiae» 
Charles Phelps, and Col. Ethan Allen were appointed to pfi^ 
pare a remonstrance and petition embodying the sentimeBlB 
entertained by the oommitteee. Such was the action of the oon- 
Tention on this occasion. Bnt when, in the course of tbe IbJr 
lowing months, it was aseertained that ail the provinces were in 
a similar situation on aoooimt of the tyranny of Great Britain, 
the inhabitants of the two counties willin^j joined with the 
rest of the inhabitants of New Toik in aggressire and repdbi^ 
endeavor; and it was not nntil the idea of fonning ^^llMr 
Hampahire Grants into an independent state^ had tmtd^witlOi 
the mass oi the eommnnity, that thej ceased to cdopenrfie witfi 
the province to which ihej rightly belonged. £venliha^#e(|ie 
were some who considered themselves as subjects of New ToiIe, 
and these, throngh many years of confiscation and slatntory 
inhibition, maintained with sacredness thdr aUegiance to thi^ 
state.* 

In conformity with the course adopted in most of the colonies, 
a Provincial Convention was held in the city of New York, on 

the 20th of April, at which delegates from nine counties were 

EmLSIS. 
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in attendance. Cumberland and Gloucester were not repre- 
Bcnted. Tlie .session lasted three days. Soon after its close 
circular letters were dispatched to all the counties in the pro- 
vince, notifying the i^roject of establishing a Provincial CongreBS. 
Pursuant to tiiis call, deputies from different parts of the pro- 
vince assembled at the Exchange in the city of New Tor^ on 
the 22d of May, and on the following day a Piovincial Congress 
was formed, and Peter Yan Brugh Liying^toii was elected presi- 
dent Owing, in a measure, to the sparseness of population, the 
inbabitants of Cumberland had been delayed in sending dele- 
gates to the Conyention. For the purpose of obviatrng any 
trouble which might ensue from this neglect^ a ^ Oonn^ Con- 
gress" was convoked at Westminster, on the 6di of Jnne.* 
OoL Haseltine^ who was chairman on this oceaaion, stated that 
it was the desire of the committee of ooirespondence in the 
titf of Hew York to know ftdly tlie sentiments of the inhabit* 
ants of the oom&ty *^ with regard to the hostile measnres that 
ace nsing by the British Parliament to enforce the late crael» 
uyust, and oppiessiye acts of die said British Parliament 
through die Brhkh Colonies in America." 

In answer to this inquiry, the conrention, expressing the voice 
of the people," declared by their resolutions the iUegalit}- of 
the acts of parliament which had been lately passed in order to 
raise a revenue In Aiiieiica, and denounced iheiu a.s opposed to 
the Bill of Rights and to a fundamental principle of tlie British 
Constitution, which did not allow any person to be deprived of 
his property without his consent, unless he had previously for- 
feited it by Ills rni-deeds. They also re6olveil, in conjunction 
with their brethren in America, to " resist and oppose" these 
obn^xiniis acts at tlie expense of thvW " livoB ami fortunes" and 
•* to tlie la.st L'xtremity," provided duty to Gud and tlicir coun- 
try should require it. They expressed their acquiescence in tlie 
eondact of their friends in the city of New York, and agreed 

* At a previous ecssion of th« " Coi^reM," held at Westminster, Jame« Clay, ^ 
Jobo Barrett^ S<^oin<m Phelps, and Klkanah Day had been appointed a committee 
to«BMUMiBlotlMinoo«te^aflUn<if fh^ttnmtj. In thdr report, radattd^a 

tbe 4th of June, they stated that it vonld be necessary for those towM whiohvere 

yet iu arrears to pay up their taxes in orflor to do justice to the treasurer, Ben- 
jamin Burt, and committee for buil<]ini^' the cnnrt house and jail." " The good 
people of the county," observe the oomnuttee, " may reiy upon it, that said monej 
to bo ooUeeted, vill sot go to MftiiAe tlM teitBdi of BmmmI Wdb wd Onu 
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to abide by tlie principles inrhich tbcy had taken as a bams of 
action. In view of the " very broken situation" of the county, 
as regarded civil authority, they asked for advice from the Pn>- 
Tincial Congress, toofibing the measures which would be potent 
in restoring order and regularity." Owing to their defence- 
less condition, and the in^ciency consequent thereupon, they 
desired liiat arms and ammnnition might be giren them. We 
haye^" said they, ''many brare soldierB,.but, unhappily for ns, 
we have nothing to fight with." As a fnll endonement of the 
efforts which were then being made to establish coneerted 
action, CoL John Hazeltine of Townshead, Br. Paul Spooner 
of Hertford, and Maj. \^lliam Williams of Westminster, were 
chosen delegates to represent the comity in the New York Ph>- 
vincial Congfrcss.* 

Soon aiicr tbuir appointnieut they proceeded to N'ewTork to 
engage in the duties incident to their position. Tliey were the 
bearers of a letter from Col. Hazeltine containing an account of 
tlie late " Congress." Tliis communication, fraught with patri- 
otic bcntinients, was written in belialf of the committees who 
had assembled at M estminster, and was directed to Peter Van 
Bnigli Liviugbton, the president of the Provincial Congress. 
One of its ]>arairra]>li8 wjis in these word-j: — "We dotct and 
abhor thcbe arbitrary, tyrannick, and sanguinary measures, wliich 
the British -Parliament are most industriously pursuing against 
the Americaa Ccdonies, in order to dragoon them into compli- 
ance mth certain late detestable acts of Parliament replete 
with horrour, and repugnant to every idea of British freedom, 
and which have a direct tendency to reduce the free and brare 
Americans into a state of the most abject slavery aud rasaal- 
age." " You may rely upon it," observed the patriotic writer, 
in closing, "that our people in general are spirited, resolute, 
and active in the defence of our dear-bonght rights and liber- 
ties, and will not flinch, if called, generouidy to spill our blood 
to oppose and resist ministerial tyranny and oppression." 

Another letter entrasted to the delegates contained an offer 
tcom Ifaj. William Williams, Maj. Benjamin Wait, and Oapt 
Joab Hoisington, the last two of Windsor, to serve respectively 
as Colonel, Lieutenant-Colonel, and Major of a regiment of 
miHtia. " Glowing with tme martial ardour, and willing, with 

• Journal N. Y. Prov. Cong., i. 1, 5, 7. Am. AroL, Fourth Series, 1775, toI & 
cola. 918, 919, 1241, 1242. Cr«dmitwl« of DO^gOvt, m offio* Sml 8teK 
N.Y..m6,p. lot. 
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the ntmoet cheerfulnew and alacrity, to imsbeath the 8W<Mrd in 
dctece of the lives and piopertsee of the good people'^ of the 
^ aaeieiit and trafy respectable patriotick colony of 'Sew Yaekf* 
fltiemg aiK> that hoetifitiee had already coiDxneii€ed,and that the 
aword had been actually drawn, ikej adrleed the fonnation of a 
regiiiieiit ** of good, ackva, eotefpiising addien,'' in order to 
keep under proper anhjection regnlarB, Boman Oatbolicfca, and 
fte eatragea at the northward,'' and to defend their own rights 
ai^ pmilegea ^against nuniaterial tyranny and oppreadon." 
Li caae ttm^ ahoold reoelTe the appofntmefttB far which they 
saught^ne proposed regiment, they promised to be "entirely 
under the command and order of the Provincial Congress," aiul 
flattered themselves that in buch a position they would prove 
useful iiibtruniciita in serving the " ancient and honourable 
colony of New York."* 

Soon at^er the circular letter of the I'rovincial Convention of 
Kcw York wm ruceived in Gloucester county, tlie people 
aaacniMed and chose Jacob Bayley of Newbury to represent 
them ill the Provincial ConcTe^F, On tlie 29th of June Bayloy 
informed the Congress by letter that, on account of tlie great 
distance between Newbury and New York, and the exposed 
flitoation of the northern settlements, his friends did not deem 
it proper for him to attend tho session until they should be 
'^prepared to meet with an enemy at home." A county com- 
ndtlee waa also formed, and snb-commtttees were ^oeen in each 
town and precinct **The county aeems to be vcrv ^vell nnited 
and firm in the canae of liberty," wrote John Taplin, on the 
15ch of July, ^and I make no donbt bnt th^ will cheerftdly 
join in whatever measarce and directions the honourable Con- 
grna mi^ point ont ftom time to time.^f 
vOn the Slat of Jnne, the delegates fixHn Omnberland connly 
took their aeafa in the Frovincial Oongress. Haadtlne remained 
only &ree days, bnt WilHams and Spooner were present imtil 
the dose of the session. The latter gentlemen, having given 
previons nbtice of their intention, laid before the Congress on 
the 7th of July, an account of the condition of the county which 
Aey represented. The nature or puqiort of their remarks is 
not known, but from a minute in the record? of the Conf^ess, it 
flj^earb thut when they had concluded their observations, a com- 

• Umid K. Y. Vww. Ooogi, L 95; iL 6S« 

f Jomn^ K Y. Pror. Cwg,, iL 00, Sa Am. Arch., VvmOi Mm, ms, vol ii, 
mU m, 988, m 
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mittee was clic«en "to receive irttnruiati* m of the members of 
that county and of any other pci ^* nii^, of tlie state of that county, 
and report thereon to this Cnn^^ive^.'' Tlie GjiigreBtj adjourned 
on the bth of July, but a comniittee of safety was choecu to act 
during the recess, and John Morin Scott was appoiiitt'd to repre- 
sent Cumberland count)^ in tlie absence of the regular delegates. 
He was present but twice during tlie recess. Fortunately no 
bneinesB was transacted which demaaded his especial aU^ 
ti >n.* 

Meanwhile the dwellers on both sides of the Green moun- 
tains were endeavoring to enlist soldiers and establish an effi- 
cient militia. Means were also taken to improve every ojpgoP' 
taoity which oonld be made use of^ to advance the safiiy of 
the community. The committee of correspondence in the town 
of NoriMeld, MaBBachnsetts, informed the Oovneil at Boeton, 
on the of Jmie, that there were ^two small camum be- 
longing to the MaflBachnsetts Bay" at Fort Dmmner, which 
were left there when that garrison was dismantled, and one aft 
Fort Hinsdale. Tbese they offered to oonvey to die amy oa 
the western fitmtier, provided ordnance shoidd be wanted in 
that sectloo. In Townshend, throng the aetivi^ of OoL John 
HjRaEeltine, fifty-one persons signed an agreement on the 13th 
of July, binding themselves to maintain and disseminate the 
principles of American liberty, and adopting as their nilc^^ of 
action the resolutions j) hissed and promulged by die CuniiuenLai 
Congress during the mouths of September and October, 1774. 
A similar association, with the same number of members, was 
formed at Springfield on tlie 26th of July, and on the Slst of 
the same month twentyone of the twenty-fonr freeholders of 
Weathersfield united in completing a similar organ ization.t 
About t]io same period, Capt. Elisha Benedict of Albany, by 
the direction of the New York Pro^dncial Goneness, was en- 
gaged in ibnuing military companies in Oomberland county 

• Journal N. Y. FroT. Cong., I 49, 61, 69-71, 82, 86. Axo. Ank, Fourth Senet, 
Toi ii^Mln 1S09, 1814, 1845, 1848, 1777, 1798, 179& 

f In TlowndMBd 1k» Miodatioa wm ligiMd liy tU Hm dliMM Ite itt IIm 
plftoe. Hiom out of town wws BtmA flttalMr, PfitfiHa*" redot^ OUrer 
Moredock, Anron Johnson, Samuel Pftrlda, Thomaa Barns, and Ebeneter Bart, 
who were *' in the service nt Roxbury, under Gen. Washington." The names of 
thoM who refused to sign the aaaooiation subeoribed in TV'eatherafield, were John 
Manh, JoMpli IMi, tad Mm HMw^r.— j&aMobtiflOi aod MMotlhnfiow 
pen, in tmm 8mi Blits F. T., 17YS» sn. 58» 14(K JtmaA V, T. Vww 
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which were to 1>c comprised in two regiments, called the ui)per 
and lower, and were to serve in the proTiacial^ or^ aa it was 
alterwards designated, the state line.* 

After an interval of nearlj three weeks, the Provincial Con- 
gNW oi Kew Yoric aflsembled on the 26th of Jnlj. On the 
Bttmc day a oonvention was held at WeBtminster, and the dele* 
gates ]from Camberlandi who had been previouslj appointed to 
vepMBQUfc th«t county in the Provincial CongreiBi were impow- 
end to act Bingly, ^in as ample and full a manner,'' as if all 
wwe pzeaent Vhh a certifioate to this effeot, signed by James 
day, tibe tomforaty ehalnnan of the conventioni William Wil- 
liams appeared in Kew York| and on tlie IStJi of Angus! iock 
bis seat in the FtovineiaL OongreBS as the xepreaentative from 
OmmberiaiML Li eider to mi&e the military force o^ the pro- 
Tinoe more effeotiye, a militia bill, reported by Anthony Hoff- 
man of DatebesB county, was adopted by the Congress on the 
of August. By itfi provisions, the whole province was to 
be divided into districts, and each district was to furnish one 
company, "ordinarily to consist of about eiglity-tlirce able- 
bodied and effective men, officers included, between sixteen 
and sixty years of age." The companies were to be formed 
into regiments, tlie regirawits inta six briga^ies. Ona of tliese 
brigades, the sixth, was to comprise " the militia of the counties 
of Charlotte, Cumberland, and Gloucester. "f On the 2d of 
September, last dav of the seasion, the gunpowder which had 
been impnrted and was then in store for the us© of the ]>rfv 
vince, was divided among the different counties. The portion 
assigned to Cumberland was one hundred pomids. During 
the leeesB which followed Williams remained in New Yorl^ 
and was a member of the ooomiittoe of safety* -He was also 

* R49rolatioD, Military, in office Seo. State Mam., 1774-1788, p. 270. Am. 
Arch., Fonrtli Series, 1775, tqI. il, ooL 1706 ; toL ill, eoL 6901 Joarml IT. T. 
FMht. OoBg^tl 84, Si; it 5S,M,6& 8m Appmfe •onlaiiiiag a law o» na 

Cvm. Axo MnjnABT Omcaa Ot ComKBUun) amd GumcxBrxR Cooties. 

^ An imperfect military organization had be^n <*ff'ected ia the proviucf of Xaw 
York l^pfore the p^.*sage of this bill, and the otiico of brigndier-gcuf Tnl fur tlie 
brigade, which it was then in contemplation to eatablish in the north-eastern pact of 
lk*pratiiiM^lMidl«<a oAnd 4m tiM Slrt of May prerions, to OoL ^iuMi Rayw* 
«r K«al(wnrLoiidaBtey)L B» wflid Am trait * apon pcKtiMJ fnulj^mr 
Mb afUrwvidt bAcame a Tory and left the country. Tlis posseaaious ia Kent 
were, in the y^r 1T78, coiifi<'<'atefl ; but in the yo«r« 1705 and !*J97, Jame« Ro- 
ger* Jr. obtaint'd fr<_nii the Legislature of Vermont j)066es4ion of all the huids in 
that town which had been owned by his father aiiil wcro then nnaoid. — Jfouruai 
]r.T.FkvT.Cong.,il t& TbospMsni Yt, Part HL, p. lot. 
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present at tlic re-assembling of the Provincial Congress on the 
4th of October, but it does not appear that be remained throagh 
the session.* 

By a rebohition of the Provincial Congress, patsied on tlie 
18th of Octobur, it was determined that tliat body shonhl an- 
nounce itself dissolved at mich time ass s^hmild Ito (loonicd expe- 
dient, and that a new r]^.'c{ioT\ ghonld then be call id \W the 
choice of delegates to rej^resent the province. The dissolution 
took place on the 4th of Koveniber, and the Yth of the same 
month was set apart as the day for the new election. In Cum- 
berland county, the town representatives did not aieembie until 
the 2l8t. Tlie convention was held, as on former occaikttie, in 
the county hall at WeetmiiiBter, and William WilliamB and 
Paul Spooner were again returned as delegates for the county. 
On the lith of NoTembeTy the day on which the newly-elected 
delegates were to convene in the city of Kew Yoric^ it wa» 
found that a majority of the counties in the province wera not 
represented. For the porpose of maintaining the show of 
authority, informal meetings were hM day after day. Snefa 
letters as demanded immediate replies were answered, and de- 
spatches were sent to different parts of the provinoe, entreating 
^e delegates to hasten their i^peaianoe, in order that ^ the 
measures necessary to be carried into execntioa'' mi^t not be 
longer delayed or neglected. The Congress, after waiting three 
weeks for a quorum, was (a ^jjiinized on the 6th of December, 
eight counties being represented. 

Dr. Spooner, bavins; ai)peare<i and presentetl Iiis credentials, 
wa.-, on tlie 20th, admitted at, llie deputy Iruia Cunilterland, 
and was allowed to act singly, with as full power as though his 
colleague were also hi attendance. As the bearer of iiiffirma- 
tion concerning the militury atTairs of his dii^li ict, he announced 
tlie appointment, by the committee of safety for Cumberland 
county, of Col. James TtofTci-s as briL;;i(lier-«^'oneraI for the bri- 
gade of Cnmljerlaiui, Gloucester, and Charlotte coinitief*, and 
recommended certain men as field and staff-oiUcerB for the 
militia of the county which he represented. 

Owing to the readiness manifested in different parts of the 
province to second the views of the Congreas in the or<raniza- 
tion of the militia, the plan which had been adopted a few 

• Journal Y. Prov. Cong., L, 87, 89, 106, 114, 186, 187, 189, 14«, 168, 166, 
1S|K m. Am. AxOl, Fowtili Mm, I77S, tqL ii« mIl ItM, ISOO; ^al HL 
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moQlJis prerions was enlarged. A certain nnmerical nmk was 
aesigned to the militia officer» of each of the iomteen ooonties 
in the province. The rank of the militUi officers of Gmnherlaad 
was the twelfth, and of Glonceater the fbnrteenlh. The mimher 
of brigades was increased to seven. The brigadier-t^eneral of' 
the militia of the counties of Cumberland, Gloucester, and 
Charlotte was announced as the seventh in rank, and the cigliili 
in command. Tlie new Congreps liaving, on tlie 22d of De- 
cember, decided to adjourn, appointed a committee of safety, 
consistinii; of thirteen members, to act during the recess. Of 
this number, Dr. Spormcr was one.* 

But a spirit of disaffection had already begun to appear in 
the county. On the Gtli of Deceinl)er, a number of the inlia- 
hitants of Putney sent to New York a protest a^aiiiBt the pro 
ceedings of the AVestmineter convention, at which field-officers 
were nominated for the proposed regiments. "The acts of 
this convention," said they, " have discovered such a spirit of 
ignorance or lyrannyi that we are apprebensiye that our liber- 
ties, which we are contending for, are in danger, and like to be 
wrung out of our hands, by nine or ten arbitrary men." They 
farther declared that the conrention had nominated field-offi* 
cers who had ever shown ^an inimical spirit to the liberties of 
America," and who were ^ disagreeable to the body of the pea* 
pie.** This paper, signed hj thirty-one persons, waa followed 
by another from Westminster, bearing date the 7th of Decem- 
ber, and containing expressions of a mmilar import. Hie latter 
docmnent set forth with deflniteness the sltnation of affidrs in 
the connty, and stated that John Norton, who had been recom- 
mended as first major of the lower regiment, had often disap- 
proved ^ of the proceedings of the colonies," and was held in 
such disfavor that neither in his own town, that of Westminsler, 
nor in any other where he was known, could he obtain a major- 
ity of votci^ from the people for any office in tlie American 
service. Tledress of grievances of this nature was Bought lor. 
The petitioners based their plea on the ground of necessity. 
" Tyranny," said they, " appears so evident in the late county 
convention that unless a stop is put to it the county is ruined.*' 
Of a like nature was the manifesto dated the 18th of December, 
and signed by ii%-six of the inhabitants of DammerBton. In 

• Jo'inir.l N. Y. Prov. Cong., I 180, 195, 197, 10», 206, 286»M8-a8l; ii 99, 
Am. Arch., Fourth Series, 1716, toL iii coL 1880. 
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this, they deiiuuiiced the proceedings of the convention, and 
declared tlie choice of lield-otiicerB, which had been made by 
the town delegates on that occaBion, " an infringement on the 
rights of the people.'* This position was supported by the lact 
that <mt of the tweoty-onc d^egatoB, wbo wve entitled to seats 
ia the ooBTentkm, only nine were present, and of this number 
seven were in mnninaAion ior miliUuy offices. Jdin Norton 
was referred to as one who was mnyenaUjr known to be in 
opposition to the plan of liberty," and it was stated tihat otiier 
candidates had been presented for election, who were ^ moch 
suspected of being nnfiiendly to the liberties of America."* 

A letter from Samuel Stevens of Charlestown, New Hamp* 
shire, to the secrstaiy of the New York Gongress, written on 
the 18th of December, at the suggestion of some of the inhabit- 
ants of Oumberlaad eonnty, verified like acconnts whidi had 
been sent from the towns of Putney, Westminster, and Dnm* 
merston. In this communication he requ^ed that no commis- 
sions Bhould be eriven to any persons in either of tlie proposed 
regiments, until a candid expression " of the ijilmlb of tiie people, 
with respect to the several nominations and appointments made 
by their county congress and committee of safety,*' should be 
presented. An exception, however, was made in iavor of those 
persons who had been chosen in the montli of June pr-e\ ious, 
when tlic views of tht* ]ieople were seconded by the action of 
the delegates at the oinity " Conpn-ess." 

On the 4th of January, 1776, during the recess of the Pro- 
vincial Congress, the subject of the militia was taken up in the 
provincial committee of safety, of. which Dr. Spooner, of Com* 
berland conuly, was a member. As no objection had been 
offered to the officen who had been nominated fbr the upper 
regiment and ftr the regiment of minute men, they were pre* 
sented with commissions, signed by Piene Yan Cortlandt, the 
chairman, and John McKenon, the Becretaiyof the commiUaeL 
A recommendation was at tiie same time given to the commit- 
tees of Onmberland, Ohariotte, and Glonoester comities, to the 
effect that they shoiild join in the nomination of a brigadier- 
general, and report dieir choice ^ with all conTenient speed." 
The committee of Oomberland county were ordered to return 
to the Provincial Congress a list of tibe officers of the county 
diilitia^ nnder the rank of field*officerB, who had been or might 

• An Anlk, Fnwflb 8arf«b 1118, thI. ia €«k 4a9^L 
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be eleeted pnnnant to the resolves of the Congress, and with 
intent to remove aU ground of disquiet in the minds" of thd 
persoiiB who belooged to the lower r^^ment, the cooomittee cf 
the oonntf were reqoeeted to meet and nominate sneh field- 
fiffieerB Ibr that regiment as ahoitld be deemed beet qoaiUfied 
for the service of Ihdr coantrj.^ The people of the oonnty 
were alao informed, that, in caee no nomination ahoald be made 
hj thw immediate xepresentodYea in ooontj oonyention, the 
ofiEcera of the lower regiment wonld be appointed hj the Pro- 
Tindal Oongreaa or oommittee of aafetjr. 

lb aceompanj this manifestation of the views entertained hj 
ibm chief men o( the province, a letter exhortatorj in tone and 
earnest in phraseology was, on the 19th of January, addressed 
to the committee of Cumberland county. Sorrow on account of 
the '^jealousies and divisions" ^v]lich disturbed the county was 
plainly expressed in this communication, and surprise m as showu 
that greater readiness had not been evinced to engage in behalf 
of the cauBe of American libert}'. " AVe entreat, we pray, and we 
obte«t you,'' wrote tlie j rovincial committee, " a? you tender not 
only your own welfare and happiness, but also the succciss of the 
AinLTicaii oloiiies in their present struggle for lihcrty, that you 
exert yourselves to put an amicable period to all dissensions in 
your county, iiiid bring about a perfect union among the inha- 
bitants ; and for this purpose that you cause a large, respect- 
able county oonmiittee to be elected in your county, if that has 
not already been done. Let every son of freedom employ his 
utmost efibrts that our attachment to the rules of OongTess, our 
militarjr 8nb<»dination and skill, according to their plan and 
directions, and our attachment to good order and government 
may djatingniah na from our enemies, as much as the glorious 
canae we are engaged in." Dr. Spooner, having obtained leave 
of absence, was directed to carry this letter to his constitaenti| 
and was also desired to deliver the commissions to those per- 
sons to whom they had been assigned. Snpplied witfi money 
from the treasury of the Provincial Congress, ha departed, on 
the 10th of January, in the hope of being able to " restore nnar 
nimity and hannony " among those whom he reprssented.* 

The spuit which had actaated the conduct of the peq^le west 
of the Grsen moontains, prevtons to the year 1775, and which 
for more than a year had lain dormant, began now to manifest 

• JourDAl N. Y. Frov. Cong., i. St7, MS; Si«; iL 
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its pregence in a less violent but more determined manner. A 
•convention was called at Doi-set, on the 16th of January, for the 
purpose of proposing and adopting measures to advance the 
interests of those dwelling between Lake Champlain and Con- 
necticut river. Bat few, if any, from either Cumberland or 
Gloucester county were present A petition addwwBed to Jolin 
Hasttoek, the Praaident of the QontiQwtal Congress, was pre- 
pared, and persons were appointed to tvtry it to Philadelphiaw 
The boon aoaj^ for by the petitioners, was that thej might be 
ordmd to ^'do duty in the Oontinental aervioe if required," as 
inhabitaiitB of the New Hampeliire Gfaat^, and net aa inhabit* . 
antB of the Frovinee of New York, or aa ^antjeet to the limi- 
tatiooB, reetactioiity or regDlatioas," of the milida of that pro* 
Tinoe.* 

Soon after the views of the Proviaeial Ooogreff had been 

made known in Onmberland eonnty, a oonventioii of the liown 

committees of safety was called at Westminster, on tlie Ist of 
Febnuii} , and Benjamin Carpenter, of Guilford, was plated in 
the cliair. Tlie meetin*; was conducted in sucli a maimer as 
was deemed moot buitable for establishing "peace, harmony, 
and unanimity,'' in the countv. Tlie tield-ritTicors for the lower 
repfimcnt a\ l i t' beiected, and in making tiie ckoice, regard was 
had to tiie conduct which the candidates had d!R|)layc (i when the 
dispogition to be freed from the encwacLmeuts of Great liritain 
became first ap}>arent. A few days later, returns were made to 
Benjamin Carpenter from several of the towns in the southern 
part of the county, of the election of militia offioeis, and thia 
information was, oa the 6th of f ebraary, commnnioated to the 
Provincial Congren.t 

The delegates 6om Cumberland county to the Proyincial 
Congress, which assembled in Febi-uary, 11'76, were, CoL Joeepli 
Marsh, o£ Hartford, and William Williams. The Ibnner waa 
absent during the whole of the sewion, and the ktter did not 
present himself at New ToikvntllllieMii of Febroaty. Ihe 

• This petition -waa ren l in Con*^c8s, on the 8th of May, and was referred to a 
committee for examioation. Their rpjmrt, read on the 'M<th, recommended sub- 
misaioa to the govenuDent of New York lor the present, and at the oloee of the 
wmt, a mSmdm of tli^ vboto Ml{{60t to proper judges, whote clrtwirimtim 
■hoaU bt and mA e«BdMiriL Fcroiiim wit pinltdtoHiinMM A]ki»4nih« 
4th of Jnne, to witlidmir the pettti«Nk-4o«nMlt Am, Oonf^ L SST, lfl«^ S6«^ 
Blade's Vt State Papers, pp ni t^n. 

f See Appendix, containing a I.[st of XBM GetiL AMB Mttj^* , h y OmOBS 09 
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nominaticttis of field and militia officers which had boon iriadc 
IxHli by tiie representativL's ol the j)Cf pie of Cumberland, and by 
the people themselves, having been presented by him, on the i^6tli 
of Fehntaiyy were received and approved of, and, on the Ist of 
Hardly eommigfiiont wra ordgfed to be issued for thoae persooB 
whoM Bsmes had been Mtnmed. He was also the bearer of a 
iet^r horn the conntj committee of safety, in which they aTOwed 
liMur inahitttj to fnniiah Ifaeir delegate with the moD^ ^'neeeB- 
si»7 to supply his present peeessitiea.'^ In this emergency, 
Peter Van Bnigfa liviagstooi the tneaaiirer of the Provincial 
Co Byo fl B , vwoxdeBad to ^^advaaoe on kien to Major William 
WiUianMiy m the credit of tiie CSumberland connly cenmittee, 
mgweral, and of BeiQanim Carpenter, the chairman of the said 
eomndttea, In partKeolar^ and Major Williams Iherem named, 
Ihe amn iBiO, to be mpaid in each manner aa thia or some 
teie Fkov^Mnal Coi^pnesa or committee of tafialy shall direet'' 
Ihe torn of £4,800 was, on tiia 13lli of March, diatribnted 
among the different counties, as a loan, to enable them to defray 
the expenses contingent npon war and government Tlie share 
of Cumberkuid county ^\ as but £100, and from this sum the 
MO which liad been advanced to Major Williams, and the £20 
which Dr. Spooner had borrowed on a former occasion, were 
dedncted.* 

Although eeveral attempts had been ma<le to cluHf-^e officers 
for the brigade whicli comprised the counties of Cumberland, 
Gloucester, and Charlotte, yet these attempts had thns far 
proved futile. As a hist resort, a circular letter was sent to the 
committees of safety in each of the three counties, notifying the 
time and place of a meetiDg for the purpose of completiiig the 
fttcnd military organization of that seetion of the province. 
33iree repreeentatiTea from each of the jsommittees of safety 
of the two first-mentioned counties were in attendance at 
Wmdaor on the ddd of May, the day gpeoified in tlie notifica- 
tion; but no delegaiea from Charlotte conntj were present 
The nominattons were made^ therefore, by ax men, aod GoL 
Jacob Bayiey, of Vewbniy, and Simon SteveiiB, of Springfield, 
were reoommended to the Frorinoial Oongreas as wortihy and 
aeccpfabie candidatea for the reepectrre offices of Brig^«^ 
Genend and Brigade-Major.f It was not deemed proper, 

• Journal IT. Y. Prov. Cong., I 298, S21, 824, 831, 866; ii. 122. 

■f An a<?<^nt of thi-* mp»>ting was forwnrtle l in the New York ProvInciAl Con- 
greu, by Ck>l. Jowph Mar»b, one of the depntiee from CnmberlaDd oountj. 
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however, to sanction appointments of Rohij;^lL ini|)ortance without 
liret obtaining the eentimenta of all the parties interested. For 
this reaeon, the Provincial Congress, on the 17th of June, ordered 
a OOpj of the proceedisgii of the committees who had mnde the 
nominatioiis to be forwarded to the committee of Charlotte 
county, with a request that they would return an aiieirer deela* 
rative of their wishes in the premises. Further aetku was post- 
poned until a reply should be received. The nocamty of per- 
fecting the militar|r amngemeiitB of the county was, however, 
apparent By the late revives of the Ooatinental OongrecB^ 
Kew York had been ordered to raise three tlioaeand men to 
remft)roe the American army in her own pforinoe^ and mrm 
hnndred and fifty to reinforce the amy in Canada. Of tbs 
latter number, the qaota aasigned to C^beriand conn^, oa 
the 7th of June, was one hmidred and twenty-fiye^ and' to CHoii- 
oester, seventy -dve. To hasten the work of enlialinflDty a boonty 
of $k each was, on the 9th, offisred to llie non-eommiavoned 
officers and privates of the battalions whidi were to be sent to 
Canada. The money intended for this purpose was placed by 
the treasurer of the Provincial Congr^s, in the hands of a 
committee of payment.* 

In perusing the history of the counties, towns, and villages 
of the American colonies, during the earlier period of tiie 
revuhitioTiary war, one is often inclined to intj^iiiro as to the 
maimer in which civil government was c inducted, and the 
means which were taken to cntbrce tlie executiuii of laws in 
the absoTice nf executive power. The object of the American 
people in opp^sin^ (rreat BritRin, it may be answered, was to 
free themselves from an unjust government, not to shake off or 
disown tlie obligations of law, morality, or reUgion. When the 
majority of the inhabitants of a village, town, or county had 
declared their unwillingness to obey nders appointed by the 
Xing or aal^ect to his diotation, village inspectors were elected, 
and town and coonly committees of safe^ were chosen. To 
them questions were referred, which in a bettw r^olated state 
of society would have been presented in a court of law. By 
th«r decisions there was generally a readiness to abide. U 
any one wished to appeal to the bar of public q)inion, bia ftl* 
low-townemen were sure to decide the appeOanf a ease by tiie 
principles of equity rather than of law. 

•JdiinMlN.T.Plrov.C(n^,L4as,489»4Se; a SOL 
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In Chimberiand connty the people of each to^vu chose their 
owii committee of safety, and each town committee sent dele- 
gates to Bit in the committee of s^etjr for the comity. In thk 
maimer had the affairs of the connty been oondaoted for more 
than a year. At the meeting of the connty committee held at 
Westminster in the conrt-honae, which continued from the 11th 
to the Slot o{ June, 1776) thir^-fbor deleg»tee from twenty 
towns were in attendance.* Oqpt. James Clay was placed in the 
ohair, and Dr. Elkanah Day iras chosen elerk. BnnnesB which 
bad been laid .on the table at prerions meetings was on this 
oecaaom taken vp and leosived final aotkn. One man, who 
had been abusing his neighbor's wi&, was by the decree of the 
ranmittee eomadtted to prison. Aiiother, who like a second 
liTaboth was snflbrtng ftom the covetoosness of some townsman 
Ahab^ was quieted in the enjoyment of his possesBions* Persons 
of donbtftal polxtieal principles were eiamined, and diapntes 
between contending parties wers settled. Ignoring the prind- 
ples of democratic equality, the committee resolved that CTCiy 
person who bore the suffix of " Gentleman," by civil or mili- 
Uiiy commission, should be exempted from " creneral training." 
The public accounts of the county were examined by a special 
committee. An attempt was made to improve the condition 
ai the treasury by urging upon the collectors of taxes the im- 
portance of attending to their duties. The real estate of every 
male between sixteen and sixt^ was estimated at t^ pounds. 

. Israel Smith, John Sergeants. 

, John Gbradltr, Owrgo Bui 

• Em«h ATvord, John Oibbt. 
. Joseph Hildreth, Ebenerer HftTML 
. Israel OTirUy, Samuel llliehok 

• Wiiliam Wiiiiaouk 
. JdotHMtti Bark 
. Jolin BtUgmao, And Himb 
. Edward AikM, id. 

• Jonatbaa Wanm 
, Luke Knowlton. 
. John WiacLester Dana. 
. Jioiw CIi^, LiNM WUmo. 
. inillin 8iiBoiii» BbeoMtr HBar. 

• Bimon SteTena, Jerathmiel Powwa 
, JcH«pph Tyl«r, Samtiol Fletcher, 

Israei liarlingamc*, William Upham. 
. John KortoD, filkanah Day. 
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Pereons were ai^xfinted to aecertain the valuation of the sale- 
able estate of eacii town, and 711 ake return tliereof. Comimt- 
tees were chosen to dmft replies to letters which had beeu re- 
ceivcd from the I'roviTicial Congress, and to carry into execu- 
tioQ the resolres which had paesed that body relative to the 
miHtia of tlM province. An municceflsfid attmpt WM made to 
i^imprifion some of the pereons who had been engaged in the 
^Westminster MaiBiaro»" and had hem yriiMod Badtr bonda ; 
and other nutters, aome trivial and man j impoctaat^ mmpiad 
the atfeenlion of the c oimtj eomnittae of safe^. 

l£mmm itm alK> talm to peiiMt tl^ organkation of the 
aLnitMMii of the ooimtjy and to saiia soMiiia Ibr iba OaaMbt 
airrioe* lb aflaot tha latter olyaot dia aolooal of tbe lover 
HQgimanti aad one aDb>«oiiimittea man from aaab torn aompve- 
iMAded in tiiat laigfaBaiit dutfiot, were daiirad to ■mambh aad 
^ipoantope ciytain aad two lieatmanli, aa ottaaw of aaah man 
as might enlitt Ibr the notdiem ezpeditmu A afanilar jreqnait 
wai also pi^jfeed to the oolondof the iq>p^ regimo^ B^^ 
and places inr meeting were agreed upon. In compliance with 
the requisition contained in a handbill directed to tlie committee, 
an election for delegates to the New York Proviiicial Cuiigre&d 
was held at the eame time, and Joseph Mai*ah, John Sessions, 
and biniDii Stevens were chnsen to repr^ent the county from 
the second Monday in July following. Ebenezer JJuiBington, 
Jnlm Sergeants, and John Chandler, who had been previuutely 
appointed to prepare instnictioTis for the i]:nidancc of tlie dele- 
gates, then presented their report, w iiich was read by para- 
graphs, and deliberately adopted as expressive of the sentiments 
of the committee and of the people whom thcgr wpretented. 
The instructions were in these woixls : — 

Gentlemen, — Having received a handbill from the Honoor- 
able Froviacial Congress^ recommending to the inhabitants of 
the oonnty to chooae delegates and invest them [with] power 
to establish a form of govenmieaty Ac, We^ Hia aommittee 
for this oomity, being wsimlj attadied to the noble eaase of 
liberty, and aidoaliy desirons to have the fomidation of govern- 
ment so faddi lihal the libertka of the people, both oivil and 
religious, may forever remain sacred and mviol a l O ' w e think 
it our indispensable duty to give yon the following instmo- 
tions ; and reposing the highest confidence in your honour and 
integrity, do rely upon it, that you will, to the utmost of your 
power, endeavour to carry the same into executicm. We ixubt 
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^ Honourable Congress will be vt/ry hr from pMing censore 
Oft us for being thus jealow of oor EbflrtiM, mipeaalbf when 
Hmj eonMer diat in timet past thli mma^ hm been amoh 
impoeed ttpoti^ in having certain f(miffun pat into high pkcea 
of onioliuiMiit and hoiwary to |^oat griaf «f -vSrtnoiu and 
honest bmb, 

^Fint; wo Inttmot 70& to «ae your IntniBco to osteblitli a 
go'vemmeaC in this ectoy agroeaUe to ^ maadm, vis. duit all 
dvfl powor (nndor God) la originally in tho people, and tibst 
jon Sn no iuteiiee, in your pnUiek cqpooty, wiU do anything 
to abfldge llie people of tliia AmdnsflBlftl right. Wo fturthor- 
inoio beg kvro to say that, in our opinion, the representatives 
dotf choeen In tlio flovond eottntiea in dils colony, when con- 
vened at New York, to tA\ intents and purposes have lull 
power of legislation, and that it would greatly abridge tlie ]>eo- 
ple of their right should the representatives presume to make 
choice of a Gttvenmr [and] Lieut.-Govemor to aet and transact 
business indej^endent c»f the people. 

"Second; tliat yon ube vnm- l»t>t Iiiiluenco in Concn'OBS to 
adopt Biich a code of Irw^, wherel»y the lilu rty, property, and 
C'ven tliin^ dear to inhabitants of thif ruhtTiy and Anierica 
in general, shall be founded on a permaueiit hmis — a fuw of 
which law;, we hnmbly he^ leave to Bugcrest, miglit be made or 
enacted, viz. laws lor establishing religion and literature so tliat 
ministers of the gospel may be supported, and schools 6et up, 
which moat havo a tendency to promoto virtne and good 
manners. 

" Third ; we think it would much oondaee to the happiness of 
tiiia comty, to have a court of JnalioO) aa loon as may bo, pio* 
perly organized, to take oogninnoo of all orindnal actions. At 
the ^arne time, wo desire that mm of ohaottcter, integrttyv^now- 
ledgo, and virtne, who belong to onr own oonioty, nay avatom 
flko oflloea In aneh an important dapartmant The aaeiant trial 
by jury we have a gieat vanenHoft Ibr. U la a noble bonkr 
against tyranny. In older that onf futiiM conrti may be nip' 
plied wilii grand Joraa, we humbly reqoeit that ^ Hoooaia- 
ble Congreit wonld adopt die Mowing method te Ihia oonnty, 
via. that eaoh town tiuongh the oovnty at tinir annual meetings 
ahall eleot flidr proponfon of men who Aall letve as grand 
jurors the ensuing year, and that their names shaU be properly 
returned in Uie clerk's oflSce, in order that the jury when so 
chosen may inlbrm the advocates who shall prosecute criminal 
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actions, of all mipdemeaunrs in the county, passing •witiiia their 
knowledge. The ]K'tit jurors, in like maiiiu'i-, we would bo ^rl^id 
might be chosen annually, and that their names being enrolled 
nmy be returned in the clerk's oliice, and when so returned may 
be drawn by lot for tlie service of the ensuing year. The gen- 
tlemen of tiie law (if they shonld be thought necoBsary) w« 
hope may be men of intecpity, learning, and ability. In a pai^ 
ticnlar manner we desire, and insist on it, that no deebolders or 
men of interest in a civil action on the first process dludl be 
i^prehended by capioif bat that thsy may be smnmoned ao» 
cording to ancient nsi^; excepting nader certain ouranio- 
atancesy when diere is not a snffidenqr of estate to answer debt 
and coat ; that constables as well as aheii& may liaye power to 
serTe all processes; that aU deeds may be xecerded by the town 
derk in eaidh towi»; that attoin^ feea and aU other exorbi> 
tant fees maybe bwered and redaced to the standard of jnstiee. 

Lastly ; we beg leaTe to suggest that, in onr opinion, a fire- 
qaent change of magistrates tends to prevent cosnqition, and 
keep up that equality of muikind in which by nature we are 
all formed. Therefore, we humbly request we may be indulged 
in this particular. We desire that each town in tliis county 
may nominate their own justices, and that they may nut be 
appointed ^vitliout buch n. tininatinn. That justice, religion, and 
virtue may prevail in tliis colony, and that peace and tran- 
quility may be restored through America, is the fiincere desire 
of the committee of safety for Cumberland county."* 

Such were tlie terms in which wore conveved ideas, honor- 
able both to thope who sup-n:estcd and to those who adopted 
them — ideag, which, in their execution, contemplated the ee- 
tablishment of those principles which regulate oommunitieB 
and exalt nations. Another important topic discussed on this 
occasion, was that relative to the right of the New Hamp- 
shire Grants to secede from New York. Seyeral of the mem- / 
hers, representing a laige constitoencyy &Tored a nnion with 
Massachnsetts. Owing to thia eanse^ a letter addressed to 
the memben of the Piovindal Oongress was prepared on the 
Slat of Jnne» and the represeotatiTea of the oonnty were 
desired to deliver it at New York. The Tiewa advaneed in 
this communication were ezpreSNd in tiiese wotds : 

♦ MS. reoords CumberlnnJ Co. Com. Safety. la oonnecUoa with the propo* 
Bitions supgcMed by the committee of eafety and narrated in fhe text, they aIm 
expreeeed a dewre that a court of Probate might be establiihed la Um oonalj. 



Digitized by Google 



«« Upon tiie iMei|pi of bandbiUs from joOyaeiit to 0% pnrpofi- 
the eipediencj of imtitating ciyil goyfanznent aeoording to 
tiie exlgendeB of the comity, the major part of the people hare 
agreed thiereto, and hare elected their delegateB, and empow* 
ered them with their authority-, to agree with you in farmlDg a 
mode of government independent of the Grown, in the meet 
mUd, just, and eqnitable manner poeeible, for regulating their in- 
ternal police, and for the preservation of the rights, liberties, and 
property of the people. Tliis power is subjected, neverthcle^, 
to those regulations, conditions, and restraints herewith trans- 
mitted you by the iiandb of the dele^:ate8 of this county ; to all 
which they arc, by their constitnents in the premises, limited 
and restrained in sucli niaimer, tiiat if they break over and vio- 
late tliof-e sacred instrucUoDB herewitli sent you in behalf ui" us 
and our constituents, in matters of Buch infinite importance and 
delicacy, the county committee declai m, in behalf of the liee, 
patriotic people thereof, that they mean to, and licreby do 
resolve, to reserve to themselves tlie full liberty of an abBolute 
disavowance thereof, and of every ciausey articiey and para- 
gp*aph of Buch an institution. 

Alflo, it is hereby acceded to, and fnlly meant and intended 
by the good people of the eonnty, that th^, notwithstanding 
this compliance with the requisition of the ttid handbills above 
mentioned, so directed to us for the puipoeee aforesaid, have 
folly and abedntely reeerved to themselyes and their heirs, (^c, 
the foil liberty of pnmung their former petitioii in behalf of 
die peof^ prepared some yearn ago^ and referred to the great 
and Gkmeral Aflsembly of the anient, ever respectable} and 
moat patriotic gorenment of the Maawehnflette Bay province, 
that the whole dulriet deaoribed in the said petition^ m^ be 
liereafler remited to that province ; and reserving to themselves 
also the right of offering their pleas, argnmeotsy and proo&, in 
Ml, to effect a rennion thereof, to that andent jnrisdiction, for 
those important reasons to be adduced when, where, and bdbre 
whom the parties concerned shall be admitted to offer the 

This letter was signed by James Clay, clirannan of the com- 
mittee, and was att^ted by the clerk. As soon as the majority 
of the members had assented to it, Elkanah Day, John Bridg- 
man, and John Norton, entered their protest against the decla- 
rations and assertions which it embodied ; and when, shortly 
after, it was carried to !New York, their names appeared among 
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the opposition. Both of these prodactiong, neither of them 
atpeoiaily iWDtricable for beauty of expreseion or grammatical 
accuracy, were of great wei§^t in n^^ulating the future condnci 
of the Prorineial Congim, wiAk w i peat to OimlMriaiid aiMi 
Glonoeeter caantjmJ^ 

At another meeting of the conunittee, wfaidi ec wmna nead oa 
the 28d of July and endad en the ^th, the atteadnioa mm DOi 
aa gnat as <m fomer oceaiioiii^ £i§^taia cieiigBtBa nm pn^ 
eent ftom iUleaii tvwna. Svfml q,Mtioas Mpaetn^ tba wail- 
being of liie eavnty antartalned. Some of dim vaadhrad 
final action. The fiiiliher ooatidmtkni of othoni was poetponad* 
Jn. a ease of basteidj ivMeh waa veported to the oonmittae^ tl»a 
defendant ga;ve bonda in the aun of £60 to aaawar die eomr 
plaint w]ii<£ woold be made agaiaat 1dm at Mpifiiiion od 
a certain specified time. One man who had been arreeted, 
cbar^^ed with counterfeiting the colonial biUs, waa released. 
Another, who had been imprisoned for tlic same crime, was 
tried, aiid, altiiough not declared guilty, the circumstances con- 
nected with the caeo were ordered to be published in the * 
gazette," and the prisoner waa required to discharge the costs 
of the suit as the condition of his release. Tlie words, " ]mid 
np," which appear at the t'' H>t of the record, are evidence that 
the prisoner was glad to escape on the ttmis prescribed. To a 
\s'idow who pnn£rht to be avenged of her adversary, the com- 
mittee lent a willing ear and a helping hand. The doughty old 
soldier of Dummereton, Lieut. Bpanlding, waa cited to answer 
^ for hia oondnct in taking CoL Wells by military force, tiiift 
mode of proceeding being contrary to the nunda" of the oonv 
mittee. Polite and valiant, his apologies were ample, and the 
eomplaint was dismissed. To ensure aafaty, a qaanlity of 
powder which had been lately reoeiTed, waa depoeifeed in one 
of the jail rooma of the oooit honae^ and a seigea&t and fim 
piiTEtea ware detailed to guard it by ni^it, and aaergeant and 
two privatea by day. That they might not wani^ ^NeeeKary 
Tittling and half a pint of ram to Each man once in twmty^ 
fonr hovia'' were supplied. When a proportionatte diTinon ot 
the powder waa ovdored, it waa awmtniiiud that thethare of tiie 
lower regiment waa eleven faundnd and ninety pounds, and 
of the upper regiment, six hundred and ten pounds.! The deteo- 

• Jownal V. T. Pn>T. Oong., I 687 ; il 272. 

f From thif ?tnfoinent, it wovild fteem tlio* t^e committed) of safety were ill 
p<MMwioA of eightteo huodrsd pound* of gtmpowder. Tli« quftntiljr ip pi optfart<i 
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sUoi <*tfae vteioil ptol ei i kw" of ibe emaadUm wm pfomised 
In ftamm. wbo ahoBld give inlbmfttiQii of maj criiniiial 
MMyMdMiMP* OMiied oo befewoon aiij 
ooimtj"«iidtIiAEiiiig^offio«mtfaoara7at€^^ From 
the kbotMWt of tiio nooedo of die ooontf otmuaitteo of safely 
iddoh koB boon givon in ihe preceding pages, an idea may be 
formed of the powers which were lodged in that body ; powers 
civil, military, legislative, executive, and judicial.* 

At tlie commencement of the Befieion of the New York Pro- 
vincial Cuiigress, on the 9th uf July, Simon Stevens and John 
8e?pi(>Tis were in attendance. They were aften\'ardB joined by 
Joseph ^farfeh, and Cumberland county was tVir several months 
well represented in the Congress. During tiie remain <ler of the 
year, the meetings of the Conjyress were rotatory. Yielding to 
the necessity of the times, the Tncmbers nppenibied either at 
White Plains, ^* in the church at Karlem," at Kingsbridge, " at 
the houBc of Mr. Odeli" on Philipse's Manor, or in the Episcopal 
or Dutch church at Fishkill, these being plaooB whioh afforded 
the grcatostiacilitieo for the transaction of bnBineoB^ snd at the 
same time permitted communication with the American aimj. 
Om the second day of the session, the title of the body was 
ohanged by a resolution, from that of *' The Provincial Congress 
of the Golooj of New York," to that of " The Convention of 
ii»itogm)ooutatiye> of the Stato of Uew York,'> TbisaltentioD 
wm adopted to prevent the recnrTence of nufltakes which had 
l iWI lj f ^l ^eett made bj conftifimdliig the OoBgreeB of New Yoik 
ikHk At CoDgraaa of the Fnited States. It was also significant 
of tlie times, for the idea of snbjeotioii oonvejed by the word 
iwisuj' ami not to be fmmd in the wofd states and the dropping 
of the word proyincial, removed whatew ehe thete was in the 
former naiiie suL^gestive of the supremacy of Great Britain. 

Supplies of gunpowder had already lioen voted to Cuniber- 
land and Gloucester counties. For the purjjuse of reudering 
their situation more secure, the Convention directed the com- 
mmrjt Peter X Carteninai to deliver to John Sessions, three 

to Cumberland county by the New York Provincial Con^w, on the HOth of 
June, 171S, was ten barrel of one bimdrod and fifty pounds each, aod to GlotiM«> 
tercoant7.diit]ieMBMo««Miiv,t«nbiCffilief«iMlraMM Unte 
SMe ofMlylSllwlfVekfkmfliltdtlMlOaLliHriiWOT^ 
Id Hb destination. '* via Oonnectioat river.* fwuMl V. T. Tnf. Ogi§.,LSll>Sia 
• M& iMOidi Gnmbk O9. (km, 8«IMy. 
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tbon^mi'l ])nuiKl5 of lead I'oi- the use uf the cuunty of Gloucester, 
aud four thousand live hundred pouiuLs of the efiTne metal lor 
the use of the county of Oumberlaod. Mr. Sessions was desired 
to forward the lead to the general committees of the two coun- 
tiee in the meet safe and expeditious mamier," and the com- 
mitteee wire required ^ to attend carefiiUy to the dii|»ofiition" of 
this supply anumg the militia for whose use it was intended.* 
Attention was then directed to the adoption of meaae lor 4e» 
fending the northern and weetem portions of the state. Eaqxieed 
to theinroadeof the IndianBi aomeof the inhabitants of the move 
distant aeetioiiB d Albany oounty^, and many of the inhahitanti 
of Thyon, CSiariotte, Gloaeester, Gmnberiand, Ulster, and Orange 
ooniitieB, bad already remored Into the iDtenor, and odierB were 
preparing to ehaiigc their plaoe of leaidenoe as eoon as they 
oonld select more aeonre lomlittes. To prerent these remonds, 
and to afford pioteetioiL against the savages, the Oonvention re* 
solved, on the SSd of Jnlyt to raise ranging parties in the above 

•Of tlMvahM«r Ml dmta9l^rvmiMoo,»aA<itf^i^^ 
taauHbtm m ortud to^ to procure it, some opinion may be foniMd IrOBI tlM 
annexed extmeta, from the Journal of the New York Provincial Confess: 

"March 26th, 1*77 Ordered, That Mr. Somuel Prince nnd he is hereby 
anthorixed to employ proper meehanica for that purpose, aud to take the leaUa 
•at of tht fMow<«Mai of theCSty Hall of this oity, and alao out of the Ezehaugo 
in tiila ^ty of Kov Tetlt; to keep an aeoount of tho weight of load tokon oat 
of Oiob Wlding separately, HhtA the weight of lead taken out of each may bo 
kncxn, nnd that Mr. Prinoe onnio the aaid load to bo ddiTOcod to Mr. Owteiiiaib 
or his order.** i. 884 

" June 29th, I77d. Whereaa, it has been repreaented to this Gongre^ that lead 
wiU speedily bo waalod ibr fbo via of tbo amy in the defonoe of this city and 
Colon J : TlNMlbN^ 

'* Reaolved, That Mwilfc Daniel Dunaoondto and 0oiimi<I Prince be requested and 

BTithorizerl find they are and f'ach of them re<«j>ectively is hereby authorized, and 
empowered, and requested to tnke to their assistance snch persoM aa they m.iy • 
think proper, and forthwith to cauae all the lead of the windows in this city, and 
alto an fbo loadta wdghts, (except moh mbbII wea^to ai aio in uo In the eourso 
of teadi^) to bo ooUootod and daliTOnd to Polor T. CM«dii[% liqc, for tho UN 
of this Colony, taking his reo^pt for the same ; that a piltiodaraoooant bo kifi 
of the lend taken out uf each house, in order that the raqMotlTa pvopiiatoci nfly 
receive compensation for the same," i. 511. 

*' July 1 1th, 1176. Resolved, That the general committee of the county of Tryon, 
ba and tlioy borob^ aca anilioiiaid and vaqmitod to employ proper penana to 
tike the leaden wvi^ts out of all tiho windmill tba Mid ooin^»aad ^iffy — 
much thereof as may be immediately necessary, to the use of the militia of tlw 
aaid county ; that sn exact aeeount be kept of the quantif y tnken from each house, 
to the end Uiat payment may be hereafter made for the rminc ; nnd thnt the said 
oommittee do tranuuit aa account thereof to this CunTention with ail oouv^ent 
ipoodL* i 5SL 
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xiAmed counties, to «cour the woods and expel the Indians who 
infested them. Cumberland and Gloucester were ordered to 
raise^ together, two hundred and fif^*two men, for tlie joint 
defaciee of oountiefl:" Ihis foioe was to be divided into 
£>iir oompanies, and each oompanj wm to eonsiBt of one captain, 
two IknteoantB, three sergeants, thiee coiporala^ and fifty-four 
privates. The eonunissioned officers were to bo nominnted by 
the mntnal consent of the committees of hoth counties, and it 
was leeommended that thej should be ^peiBons of soher and 
aethredispositioDs." The oommand of the companies was rested 
in amijor, to be appointed bj the Oonyentkm. This officer was 
leqidred to ^ march to the relief of any of the neighboring conn- 
ties or statesi npon a mntnal application fiom the coimty commit 
tees of sneh req>eetive counties or states, or upon an application 
from the oontineirtal officer conunandiug in the northern depart* 
manf A pvoviBion was, however, inserted, by which the coik 
tinental officer'' was not permitted to order the compames beyond 
the limits of the counties of Cumberland, Gloucester, and Char- 
lotte. Tlie pay of the officers and privates was tlie same as tliat 
of the contiuental trooj)s. A bounty of $25 was allowed to each 
non-cf >rnniit*8ioned officer and private " n|)on his passing muster."* 
Ill lieu of rations, a certain sum was paid, weekly", in the follow- 
ing ratio. To each captiiin, Kh. ; to each lieutenant, 14b. ; and 
to each non-commie? ioTK (1 ollk er and private, 10s. The officers 
and privates were required tu furnish themselves each, witJi a 
good musket or firelock, powder-horn, bullet-pouch and toma- 
hawk, blanket and knjipsack." Such were the more striking 
features iu the organization of the ranging companies, as aiter- 
wards established in the counties of Cumberland and Gloucester. 
The plan adopted for tlie other counties in the state, did not 
differ from that above detailed^ exoept in a few unimportant 
particulars. On the day following the passage of these mea- 
sures, Joab HoisiDgton, of 'W^indsori on the recommendation 
of the members from Cumberland county, was imimimoiialy ap* 
pointed bj the Convention to the office of " m^'or of the rangen»" 
and the secretaiy was ordered to prepare his eonmiisBion.t 

* Bj a •ubMqueut reaoiuttua, one iialf of this sum was to be paid " to ev^iy 
Mi§ bodi«d nm** whodiMild pM amiter ; the ««liir bdf n NOft m **the fliti 
awtor rofl of 9vmy omtgmj ' ifcwM be wedveJ by tfai CoBrmtifla. Fur tb« 

pajmcat of ti^e first half of the bounty, the Btim of £1200 was advanced to tilt 
deputies of Cumberland county. — .Tonrnal N Y. Prov. Cong., L 539, 640. 

\ Ab the Btjle of this oommimion is somewhat nord, a copy of it ia bert 
txiserted. 
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Jn conse<iueuco of this organization, the Convention ordered 
Mr. Curteniufl to deliver to Messrs. ?*[art;h, Stevens, and Ses- 
sions, " for the use of tlie rant^ers and iiiimbitants" of Cumber- 
land and (iioucefiter c-euntit s, tlic supply of lead which had 
l)eeu previously allotted to these counties. The deputies were 
also supplied with two tiiousaud iiiute, and the treasurer of the 
state was directed to advance the sum of seventy pounda to 
enable those gentlemea to transport the lead and flints to the 
eoonties for whioh they were intended. By the provisions of 
tlie militia bill, passed on the ^ of Aogosty 1775 * tho axtb 
brigade of the militia of the province C(m^prised the oomUiiB 
of Charlotte, Cmnberland, and Gloucester. For the conve* ' 
nienoe of all oonoomed, tiua brigade was divided and another 
ammgement waa affactod. Ttk militia of Qfaailotta oomiij 
were formed into one brigade^ and the militja of Ounberland 
and Gbncester into anotlMr. Of the latter Jacob Bayley, of 
Newbury, waa appointed brigadier-generali and Simon fitoTenai 

" Is OtBMnlifli flf tihft BiipiMMteliftB 

** To Joab Hoiaington, Eaqr., Greeting : 

" Whereas, thin Convention di<\ on the 23d day of July in?t. direct and order 
the nuaing and embodying two hundred and fifty-two men, of&oers iacltnled, in 
the oottnUct of GlouMBter and Cumberkud, for the joiat defeooe of both eoua* 
^m, and oC tk« mi^thimnng aoairtiiii and Stiit«t, to Ite divided ioftp lirar Mvpt* 
to b« nndw tht Mounaiid <»f a nuilor : 

** Now, therefoMf w^, tbe rtpHMotAtiTea of the State of Neir York, reposing 
especial trust and confi(!<?nce in your patriotism, martial ralonr, Tigilnncc, conduct, 
and fidelity, do by thc^e presents constitute and appoint you to bo ninjcr of the 
said four companies of rangers, so to be raised as aforesaid, lor the defence of Amo- 
ikaii Hbeiiy, and for repelling every beetile inTtmB tiMieoC T«« are, tbeiefoM^ 
earefiilly and diligently to dieoborgo tiio duly of nu^or by doing and pedbiniBg 
all manner of things thereunto bdonging ; and we do strictly charge and require 
all offio*>r8 and soldiprn mider your command to b<? obedient to tout ord<»rs as 
major; and yon are to observe aud follow such officrs nn i direction* from time to 
time as you shall receive from this or a future Couveutioa of tbe £>tate of Hew 
Tork, or the GoogreN of the UoUed States of Amerie% or OcaiawmdeNtt-Chlef 
for the time baing of the amy of the United fltaifla of Anwiea, or aay other, yov 
superior officers, leeerdhig to tto rdea and dltrfpW— of wai^ hi |— ■Baaaaaf Ifcg 
trust repo«<»d in you. 

"Thia coinmiB?ion to contirnie in force until the end of the jire.^cnt wnr, nnless 
sooner revoked by the Congress of tbe United States of America, or the Louven- 
tion or LflgUataM ef die Stale of Vow Toik. 

" Dated at WhiU Plains, in Westdwrter ooBity> the tPHjydbwtfc diy of J^y, 
one thoonadaarcB bmidred aad aere«ly<d& 

"By oidar of Hm OoBTcatkn," 

—Journal N. Y. Pi ov. Cong., i MO, Ml 
* See aiU4, p. 
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of flpiiiigfleld, major.* Allliongii, on ftcoount of their poverty, 
the inhfibftantB of Cumberland connty were unable to give but 
little ]M3ciHiiary assistance towards cfirrvin::; on the war, yet the 
state of >*'ew York did not on tliis account withhold from them 
her aid. Tlie return which they made by levies of mvn was, it 
is tme, a partial recompense for tlie mcaiia of defence with 
which they were furnished. But tiiere was wanting on their 
part the spirit of hearty co-f>peration, a spirit with^t whidl 
division is made certain and defeat invited.-f 

As soon as the resolutions of the Convention in regard to the 
ranguig coni])anies had been officially published, a joint meet- 
ing of the committees of Cumberland and Glonee^er counties 
was notified for the purpose of nominating die eomndaBioned 
offioere. Forsiuuit to the notification, thirteen members of the 
two committees assembled at the town-house in WindM)r on 
the 0t}i of August. In settling preliminaries, it WBB agreed that 
three of the captains and four of the lieutenantB should be 
inbabitaniB of Qnmberknd eonntj, and the remainder, one 
captain and fyar lieatenants, ftom GftonoeBter coonly. Tbe ap» 
pointmente from the former eefantj having been made^ it was 
thought beet, on aeeoont of the small attendanee from Gkn^ 
eester ooonty, to eaU aacCher meethig belbfe ecmipMng Ihel^ 
of officers. This sentiment was fiiYorablj reoeiTed, and a com- 
mittee of four fKm Gwnberland conn^ were instracted to 
co-operate with the general committee of Olonceeter connly in 
making the remaining nominations. In the course of the fol- 
lowing week the business was completed, and return was made 
to Major Iloisington that he might obtain the necebsajy com- 
iiiissioiiB from the New York Gouveution-J 

♦Hw origiiud MBLeonmiiiiiMi tiMM^Bbaum BUreni, u now in the poweeuoa 
of tii« Hob. WmiMilL ?fagij. 

f Journal N. Y. Proy. Ooo^ 1 01S» 010, 621, 588-MO, 543, 661. n± 
j Much dissatisfaction Bcema to hare prevailed at the time as to the mimner in 
"which the meeting at Wind«or was condncted By the records of the comjzuttee 
it appears that thirteen members were present. Another acoount states that ten 
only WON pnsentk ol lAkh atmlMr duo wcco from Ctanbukad, osd one from 
GloneaitoFeoimty. Juam Oloy, vbo WM ohafanua on tlie ooeaaion, was nowili 
ii^ to ptooeed vltfi bosmess, not only en Mtonnt of the smrilneas of the attend- 
anee, but also on account of the shortness of the time, six days, which had inter- 
TiTTK^d between the time of notificntion nnd the time of meeting. These objec- 
tions w^, howerer, orermled by Major Hoisiiigton, who declared that a quo 
mm Wis not neeeiiary to transact tho Voiiiicit fat wfalih Ih&y hod MModM. 
nio tiilo of Ibjor, ft i» orldont^ peeiiUMly iailvii« to thomtyof Hoi> 
ibglwL Tbo powir vitb wUob it ioTOilod Um^ nmnily, lb* dirtetion of two 
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The dkgatis&ctiori with the jmiadiction of New York, which 
<m tiie weotem side of the Green mountains had again become 
preTalenti was now beginning to show itself in another quarter. 
At a meetiiig which had been held at Donet^ on the 34th of 
July, on which occasion fi%-oae delegates from tiurly-fiTe 
towns wvre present^ a resolution had been pawodi one member 
only disseating therefrom, that ^ suitable applications" should 
be made to obtain the formatioii of the Kew Hampshire Qrants 
" into a separate district" By moiQueae resolution^ a committee 
had been appointed ^ to treat with the inhabitants on the east 
ride the range," for the purpose of obtaining their consent to 
this project An association had been formed, expresrive of 
the viowB of the mountaineers on the Buhject of the war, and 
au adjourned meeting had been agreed on,* 

When the ooinmittees of Cumberland and Gloucester cjuniies 
assembled at Windsor, on the 6tli ot* August, as previuUbly men- 
tioned, to nominate othcers for the ranging c«)mpaniee, Heman 
Allen, Jonas Fay, and William Marsh, the Dorset committee, 
were also present. Yariovis ])a|iei ri ^\•ere read by them bearing 
upon the subject of a separate jurisdiction ; tiie bomidaries of a 
new state were doBcribed ; and the approbation of the comniit- 
tees was sought to the projects of the I>oraet conyention. In 

Imndred and tifty-two oien, led him to titter many indiscreet words, and to per- 
form nut a few iajudicious actions. Wiieu, on one oooasioD, he received orders 
lirom General Oatee, to tlie effeet tiiat Okpt Wiailfli 90mpuj, bdonging to tiie 
renghig Mrrioe, ehoold gotrd the 0mm Moit road, wlikh erteaded fima Ooo> 
necticQt river to lAke Ghempkin, be replied, fabely, that the rangers were aot 
raised for sncli o^rrice, and, diaregArding the order, wrate iat hia bmd to niMch 
immediately to Newbury, where he was then stationed. 

The names of the officers nominated to take the eoromaud in the ranging ser* 
Tiee were reed in tfie New Terk OenreBtioii on tlie Mtii ef Septeoiber, 1776^ end 
were Mm the honee aeteial deja On fhe 10& of OetoW BfinmiwiaM were 
grented* end on fhe SSd the officers were "sworn to the ffiithfol discharge" of 
their re^peotive duties. — R'^'^ords Cumb. Co. CJom. Safety. Miscellaneous Pa- 
pers m otiiee Sec. btate N. Y., rxxiv. 687 ; xxxv. 815 ; xxxri. 191, 205, 206, 212, 
213, 218, 28». Journal N. Y, Pror. Cong., i. 646, 647, ii. -^14. See 

Appendix, oonliiiiiiig a I«r OVID OtfiLATO MutMT OmoM or OmamuMK^ 

* The agreement entered into on this occasion was in these words: — 
Wo, the Bubwribers, inbabitftnts of tbnt district of larsd oomTnonly cftlli- 1 ;ind 
Vnown by thf name of tlif Xew Ilnrnjisluro GraDt«, do voluntarily and eoieinuly 
engage under oil the tiee held sacred among mankind, at the riak of oar lives and 
foTtmei^ to deHmd by Kme tlie Unitod Jkmerieeii Oolonlee egainet tbe hoetSe 
eUemple of Hie BrftMi tele end ■noiea, ontil tlie pieeeat ualwppj oontroreny 
between the two conntrlei AoU ^ oetHed,"— Jomwd IT. T. ftof. OMg.. tt. 811 
Ma Aeeofde of Cbettec 
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rapport of the proposed meaBweB Mr. Allen told Mr. Gay tihat 
he had consnlted witii seTeral members of the OoQtinental Con- 
^ess who had recommended to him and his coadjutors to ascer- 
tain the fbelings of the people oonceming the formation of a new 
state. He also reminded him, that if the inhabitants of the 

Grants" should accede to the ffyrm of goyermnmit which would 
Boon be adopted for the state of New York, they would have no 
opportunity to withdraw their support therefrom at a future day. 

For the purpose of uicei taining the views uf those residing 
ea.-t i)f tlie Green inountahin, upon the measures suggested by 
the committee from the Dorset convention, tlie people in each 
town -were invited to assemble in towTi-meetinpr and express 
their opiuion as to the course which they should deem it best 
to pursue. In Rockingham, on the 2Cth of August, the inlia- 
bitants voted " to associate witii the inhabitants of that district 
of land commonly called and known by tlie name of the New 
Hampshire Grants." They also chose two delegates to attend 
the convention to be held at Dorset in the fall, and instmcted 
them ^to nse their best influence" to obtain the passage of 
such resolves as would tend to establish tlie "Grants'* as a 
separate and independent state. At " the fitUest meeting ever 
known in Chester," held on the 2d of September, similar meih 
sores were adopted, and the association which had been formed 
at the Dorset convention, was signed hj forty-two of the inha- 
httants. A like spirit pervaded many of the other towns in 
Hie two counties. In some, however, there were two parties, 
and in a few, as hi Halifax, where the inhabitants voted not to 
send a delegate ^ to meet the Green Mountain Boys," no dis- 
position was shown to tiuow off the jurisdiction of New York. 

At the adjourned convention, which was held at Dozseton 
the 25th of September, representatives were present from both 
sides of the mountains. Loyalty to American principles, as 
embodied in the Revolution, aniiiiated the discussions which 
took place, and gave character to the measures which were 
proposed. Yet, while declaring their determination to support 
the general ;4ovemment of the United States, the members 
resolved tliat "no law or laws, direction or directions" from 
the state of New York would he accepted by them, or be 
regarded by them, as of the least weight or authority. The lit- 
tle leaven of dissatisfaction had worked its effect in silence, 
and the whole lump was fast becoming assimikted.* 

• IfiwfiBimtTnn Ffepa% in cAm See. State N. T- xsrrL 19S» IST9 SSS. Jo«r> 
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While the iuhabitwtB of Cmnberland coantj were thus wa- 
▼ering between diitj and iiwUnatioO) debates reUtiTe to the 
course which it was proper to pnnae towards them, occupied 
the tone of tlie New York OonventSon. Mijor fioidngtOD 
haTiDg eompleted hia enlistments fi>r the nrngere, eent the mna* 
ter^rolls to the ConTention, with ft request that the iwiainder 
of the boonty monej thea dne, together with an allowaBce lor 
ratioiu, and the wages for the fiiat month, mii^ be iounedi- 
ately sent forward. Disoasttona eDSued, which were finaUj cut 
short by a motion, offered on the 96th of September, to eompl/ 
with the Major's request To anch a eoniae it was objected 
that the Onmberland county committee of tahtj had, by their 
letter of the 21st of Jtme previous,* reserred or pretended to 
reserve to the people of that comity a right of seceding from the 
government'' of New York; that the Btate had "already been 
at great expense" for the county, and that iuiiher expenditures 
on its account ouglit not to be made until the jurisdiction of 
New York sliould he fuUy ackriuwledged by its inhahiuuits. 
MesbPi,. Stevens and Ses^ioub were then a^ked whether, as 
i*epres5entatives, tliey acknowledged the jurisdiction of the state 
over the county. Their answer was in the affirmative. The 
subject was resumed on the 27th, and the examination of the 
deputies was continued. In reply to tlie interrogatories of the 
Convention, they declared that they were elected by the people 
of the connty at kurge, that the county committee was formed 
by two members sent from each of the town committees, which 
town committees had been chosen long before the late election 
for deputies to represent the connty in the state ConyentioQ 
had taken place ; that they were veiy confident" the oount}^ 
committee had no directions or instmctions firom the people of 
the eonnty to adyanee such sentiments as were contained in 
the letter of Jnne 2l8t, or to make snch dedarations or reservtt- 
tions as were therein mentioned, and that that document waa 
prepared in order ''to prevent any division in the eonnty, aa 
. -some few towns in the eonnty were opposed to sending deputies 
to the Oonvention nnleas witili soch instmctions." For his own 
part, Mr. Stevens stated that he had no particular instructions 
from the people of his town ; that he believed the people of the 
other towns gave uoue ; that he couceived the credeutiald liom 

lud K. T. Pmt. Con^ a 811. SlaM 71 fliato l^iptn^ ppw S6» ST. DDaHhSi 

V. y.. ir, 928, 924. 
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the county c:nve liim full and unrestrained power in forming 
a IT' *^ ernment," and that he did not consider liimself bound to 
abide by the imposed instnictions except in cases where they 
agreed with his own judgment. Mr. Sessions also declared 
that he should deem it his duty to pay regard to his ingtme- 
tiooa ao far aa to lay them hdoee the House, and obtain a com- 
plianoe with them," in so £u> aa they should appear to be 
ijglit and beneficial.'' In answer to another qaestionf both 
gentlemen informed the Convention that they did not deem 
themselvea reqnired to follow the instroctions, when, by pnrBn- 
ing Boch a oonrse, ii^jmy nught aecme to the state, or when a 
IBiy ority of the membera might deelare agamst the sentimentB 
Inonloated by theOL At this stage of the prooeedinga ih» 
Gonvenlioii were informed that the committee, who had been 
dioeen on tbe S4th of August to report on the letter of Jnne 
21st, bad made no return, and that the greater part of the 
members of that committee were absent WilUam Doer, James 
Dnane, Zephaniah Piatt, John Bessions, and Simon Stevens were 
tiierenpon constituted a new committee, and the whole subject 
was referred to them, with a request that thej would examine it 
thoroughly, and recommend " ^i-ith all convenient epeed" mea- 
sures consistent wilh the character of the state and tlie situa- 
tion of the county. To this committee John Jaj was subse- 
quently added. 

A detailed history^ of the course which had been pursued 
towards Cumberland county, in connection witli tlie establish- 
ment of the rnntjing companies, occupied the lirst part of the 
report^ which on tlic 4tli of October was submitted tu tlie Con- 
vention. T]ie meaning of tlie letter of June Slst was also con- 
sidered, and objections were raised against paying the money 
demanded by Major Hoisington. In support of these objec- 
tions it was stated that there was no evidence from the muster- 
rolls, which had been returned, that the officers and privates 
therein mentioned, had fumislied themselves with the accoutre- 
ments required, or that other preliminary matters had been 
If^aUy arranged. The benefits which the state had bestowed 
jxpoa the i^MreeLy-eettled coonty were then recited, and in eon- 
tinnation of and enlaigement upon this topic, the report pro- 
ceeded in these words 

« From thia state of &ets it iqi^peais to yonr committee that 
tbe former Oongten, and present Convention, hare manifssted 
the most ready and cheerAil disposition to protect the inhabit- 
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ants of Cumberland, at the public expense, in common with 
tlieir other constituents, and withont the lea^t partiiility or dis- 
tinction. Tliat liberal supplies of men and money, and ammu- 
nition and warlike stores, according to the abiUtie?^ of tlie state, 
liave been granted them, as srM^n ?is their wants liave been dis- 
closed. That tliis committee neither know, nor have heard, of 
the leaat cause of complaint or nneaniness, that has been given 
to any of tho^o inhabitants by this state, or any under its Wr- 
tbority, during the present conteet for cor rights and libertiee. 

If under the former govemment individuals maj have been 
injnred, it ought to be remembered, that to rescue ourselves 
from the oppressions of that govemment, the United Stales of 
America, submitting to all the miseries of war, have asserted 
their independence. It is unquestionable that the jurisdietioa 
of this state over the tenitor7 which now comprehends the 
county of Cumberland, is coeval with its first formation aa a 
colony, under the Grown ci Great Britain, and accordingly that 
counljy was erected, and hath been represented. Laws have 
been passed for its internal regulation, courts established, civil 
and mHitary oflBeers appointed, and many charters for landa 
and privileges confirmed, by the sole authority of New Yoit. 
Your committee, therefore, conceive it to be the indispen&alde 
duty of tliis Convention to preserve and maintain tht ir juristUc- 
liou over th<i buid county, by every wise, steady, and prudent 
measure in their power, at a time when this state is invaded 
and pressed by powerful armies, when onr utmost exeitinns are 
necessary, and we are straining every nerve for the CMiiiin'>n 
cause of America, for the ireneral defence of this state, and for 
the more iumK'tliate defence of the county of Cumberland. 

" At a time when every virtuous member of the community 
is loudly called upon to assist his bleeding country, and har- 
mony and mutual confidence are so essential to our preserva- 
tion, and to the success of the greatest and best of causes — at 
such an important and decisive conjuncture, your committee 
cannot but lament that any of the inhabitants of the county of 
Cumberland should suffer themselves to be so far misguided as 
to assert a claim and principles subveisive to all govemmenti 
derogatoiy to the dignity, rights, and jurisdiction of this state^ 
manifesting an unbecoming return for Uie assistanoe and pio- 
tection they have received out of the public treasury of ^eir 
ibUow-subjects at large, and implying a latent design, by a 
fiiture separation from die state, to leave the whole burthen of 
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preBent eruel and expensive war to be snstained by the 
mt of fhe commnnitf. If the extraprdinaiy injimetioitt in the 
letter ftom their committee should be Tindicated) it most Mow 
that the form of go^ermnent dictated by a party, from Uie best 
faiformatkni, by no means the majority of the couity, la to be 
adopted, however injurioiu to the general interaat of thia state, 
or di8i^;reeable to odier comitieB» and however mireasonable it 
might, on pnblic debate, appear even to their own immediate 
lepreaentatives ; and thns a single comity is to control the whole 
stale, prescribe it8 conetitntion and government, and establish 
iU laws on pain of separation. From a parity of reason every 
other county, and even district and town within this state, 
might arrogate the same power, and iiistt iul ( i producing order, 
secnrity, and a wise and peniianent governinent — ^the great and 
salutary purpi>&t'd tor which this free Convention was elected 
and assembled — anarchy and confusion must be the fatal result. 
Yonr con nil it tee are Katished, however, that the letter does not 
convey the sentiments of the majority of the good people of the 
county of Cumberland, and that the gener^ committee will, 
npon cool reflectioD, be at no loss to perceive its want of respect 
to this Convention, and its dangerous tendency not only to the 
state, but to the common cause of America ; and that after a 
ddiberate revision they will corclially correct it, and give this 
Convention reasonable assurances of their attachment to its 
jmisdiGtion, and of their intention to share its biasings and 
i nigfoi rt nn ea> its protection and its bmrthensy like fidthM and 
affectionate fellow-citiiens. Sneh a coone your committee 
eameitly recommends as the best and sorest means of removing 
the unMlnesB which a meaamre so unexampled has excited, 
and of promoting the most perfiect harmony and good under* 
standing fhioug^ut every part of this state. In oonfidenoe, 
therefore, that a thinking and reasonable people must see that 
their own interest and preservation, as well as the safety of the 
state to which they belong, and the success of the great cause 
in which the whole continent is engaged, cannot but be weak- 
ened by disPODBion, and by countenancing the factious and self- 
intfr( -ft;<l youi- cwnmittee ai*e of Ojiiiiion that the requisition 
of the conniiHTKlini; officer of the ranging com] >;ii lies of Cum- 
berland and Gloucester counties bbonld be cojnplicd with, lest 
the good people of those counties, being disappointed of the aid 
and protection provided by this state, may suffer from the 
incnniona of their enemies, before an ezpkuation of the said 
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letter can be obtaine d from tlie committee of Oomberlaiidi and 
have, therefore, agreed to the fnllowing resolutions : — 

"First; Resolved, Tliat it is the opinion of this committee 
that the Bam of $0,4 12f, being the remaining part of the bounty 
mxmeyj and month's wagosy and rationa dae to the ofacers and 
men of the four companies of rangers, raised and aatabliahed 
for the immediate protection and defonoe of the ooonties of 
Cumberland and Gloucester^ under the command of Major Joab 
Hoiaixigton, be forthwith transmitted for their use. But inaa- 
much as it does not appw^ by tihe retains of the commanding 
officer or otherwue, that the men are eqnipped and famished 
with arms or aocoatremenitBy or Hiat the cffieeis have been 
qualified to make np their mnateiNiQUs and retmns agreeable 
to the direetioDs of OooTention i . 

^'Second: Besc^Tcd, That it is the opinion^ this eommittee, 
that a committee from this CoBTention be appointed to see 
that the said money is faithfully apj)lied, agreeable to the esta- 
blishment of the Kuid rangers; for that purpose consulting with 
the general committee of the said counties. That they be fur- 
ther authorized to call upon the couHniinding (officer and other 
officers of the said rangers, and, if they shall find it necessary, 
to review the respective companies. That tliey be instructed 
to inquire into the temper of the inhabitants of the said county, 
and the grounds of any diRcnntcnt which may prevail among 
the uninformed, or which may be encouraged by designing 
men, and use their endeavours to remove the same, and to Irua- 
trate any attempt to sow the seeds of jealonsj and disaffection. 
Andy lastly, that they represent to the committee of the said 
county of Cumberland, the wisdom and propriety of a revision 
of the said letter, and of an anresenred submission of the said 
county to the jurisdiction of this state, so that all oases of dia- 
trast may sabaide, and the harmony, which ia so esseotial at 
this important cenjnnctorey may be fixed on the snresl fbimda- 
tion,"» 

By a sabseqnent fesolntkm this report was accepted^ and 
WIS declared to be llie act of tiie Oonvention. lCr» Sessions, 
one of tin deputies, and John Taylor, of Albany connty, were 
rsquested " to proceed to the comity of Cumberland," and witli 
Col. Marsh, to form a committee to secure compliance with the 
reeolutioiis which had been passed. The treasurer of the stato 

• MisoelUneous Paper*, in office Sea State N. T., 1776, zxxr. 478-484 
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was ordered to pay the sum deuianded by Major Iloisington, 
and $200 additinnal, to defray the expenses of the committee 
appointed to visit the county. At the eame time the commie- 
ear\' of the C/onvention was instructed to deliver three thouf^and 
llints to deputies from OnmberlaTKl, tw<>-thirdr; of the quan- 
tity being intended for the use of that county, and the remain- 
der for tlie use of Gloucester. On the 5th of October, Mr. Ste- 
vens, having obtained leave of absence for three weeks to visit 
his family, was added to the committee who had been chosen 
to carry into effect the late resolutions of the Convention* Five 
hundred copies of the resolutions were ordered to be printed, 
and distributed in the counties to which they particularly re- 
ferred, and in other parts of the state. To avoid mistakes, and 
to afford time for deliberation, the committee, who had reported 
npon the coaise which it ^aa neoessaiy to adopt towards Onm- 
berland counl^ were, at the request of their chairman, James 
Duancy allowed to sit again. Other applications made hj Ma- 
jor Hoisington, in the oonrse of the month, were received with 
&vor, and satisfiustorilj answered. 

In conformity with his duties, the Major had taken poet at 
Kewbuiy, that he might be able to watch the movements of 
the Indians and Tories, and guard the norHiem frontier from 
their incnrsions. From his position he was enabled to send 
to C4eneral8 Gates and Schuvler information of a valuable 
character, obtained troin spies and deserters. During the en- 
gagement on Lake Cliamplain between the British and ATueriean 
forces, in the month of October, when it was feared tliat an 
attiick would in the end be made npon Ticonderoga, messengeiis 
were eent to the Kew York Convention with a request for 
immediate ajisistance. The committee of safetv, who were in 
session during tlie recess of the Convention, a]>])ointcd a large 
committee on the 19th, to co-operate with Gen. Scliuyler in 
devising eucli measurett as would ensure protection, and to this 
end, invested them with power to call out the whole or any 
part of the militia of the counties of Tryon, Charlotte^ Cumber- 
land, Gloucester, and Albany. The summons to arms was 
answered with spirit. The assistance of the troops was not, 
however, required on this occasion, for Gen. Carlcton did not 
advance north of Crown Point Having reached this place, he 
remained there until the cold weather rendered a longer stay 
impracticable. He then re^embarked for Canada, leaving the 
reduction of Ticonderoga unattempted. 
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Owing to the excitement prevailing in Cumberland county 
consequent u{)on the dieturbanceri on the Lake, the comniitte© 
whu had been chosen to publish the resolutions of the Conven- 
tion, found it difficult to accomplish that ta^k in a satisfactory 
manner. By the iiilbrnuition of John Taylor, communicated 
OH the 3d f)f Xuvember, it appeared that some of the pe< 'pie 
were in favor of the establishment of a new state, " some for 
joiniufc New Hampshire, otliers Massacliusetts, many for re- 
maining under New York." Referring to tliis state of feeling, 
he remarked : I endeavoured to dis&uade them from persist- 
ing in such idle and delusive sohemes, which would meet with 
tlie approbation of such only as were fond of changes.'' Bat as 
his arguments did not avail, he proceeded to evince his zeal by 
his acta. From the side of a tavern in Marlborough he took 
down a notification of a town meeting, which had been called 
for the porpoee of aeoertaining the aentiments of the inhabitanta 
tespecting a revolt from New York. In giving an account of 
this afiair on a saheequent occasion, he remarked with pleasant 
naivety or consummate impudence, ''the inhabitants accused 
me of being guilfy of a desperate mean act They could not 
proceed to business for want of the notification, as the town 
derk had no other minutes." His report, though neither accn- 
late nor particular, presented a condition of affairs unfavorable 
to the continuation of the jurisdiction of Kew York over the 
New Hampshire Grants.* 

Before tlie resolutions of tlie Convention concerning Cum- 
berland county had paK^ed, James Clay, by Uie advHice of Col. 
Williams, one of the former deputies, had issued circular letters 
containing a request that the people of each town would a&.sem- 
ble and make known their intentions relative to the course they 
should pursue on the question of state jurisdiction, in order 
that their proceednigs misfht be laid before the county com- 
mittee of Fafety at the next nailing. Written returns were 
received from a few towns; verbal messages from others ; but 
the Tiiajr.rity did not deem it practicable to offer a reply. Tlie 
greater part of the inhabitants of Hartford favored a separation 
from New York, but desired that an application to that effect 
should be made in the state Convention before the subject was 
brought before the Continental Congress. The particular sen- 

• Journal N. Y. Frov Cong., L 687, 84«-648, 667, e6»-«fi2, 67fi, 684: il 817. 
WaiiMuTs Hiat Vt, il 82-6S. MitiMllaii«oiu Papers, in vffioe Sm. SUto N. 
xzzr. 148k 
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timent prevailing at this time was favorable to a peaceable 
revolt, if a revolt should be declared iiecesgary to the well- 
being of the people. On tlie 5th of November, the county 
connnittee of gaiety aissembied at Weatminbter. Whtii the 
meeting was declared organized on the 6th, there were present 
nineteen representatives from sixteen towns. The session was, 
in many respects, a stomiy one. A few questions arising from 
the disagreement of individuals were equitably decided, and 
otliers were referred to a future occasion. A certain man who 
had deprived his neighbor of the uae of a ^ ran of water," was 
eominanded to restore the prinlege, and was reminded that no 
person had a right to deprive another of that which Qod and 
Nature intended for the benefit of all. Complaint was made, 
and the fact was proved, that Solomon Phelps of Marlborough, . 
had made himself ohnozious to those engaged in administering 
the affiurs of the connty. In oonseqnence of this, the connty 
committee ordered the committee of salbty for the town of 
Westminster) at which place Phelps was then Tisiting, to 
take and conyey him to oommittee of the next town, and so 
on till he is conveyed, as was the practise in tunes past, to his 
own home.^ Snch was the snmmaiy mode adopted hj the early 
inhabitants of the Grants,'* in dealing with those who, by 
misfortane or accident, manifested sn nnbecoming acerbity of 
disposition, or showed too litde regard ftr the sen^ents of the 
people or community with which they were connected. 

But the most important topic which oceupied the attention 
of the connnittee was the letter of June 21st, which had been 
written by Charles Phelps, and which had proved especially 
obnoxious to the New York Convention. Those who were will- 
ing to remain under the juris<iiction of New York wislied to 
withdraw it from the Convention ; tliOije who were not dis- 
] « -ed to acknowledge allegiance to that state regarded its senti- 
ments with favor, and were not disposed to recall it. Wlicti 
the question was taken, the mention to withdraw prevailed. 
As soon as the result was made known the minority deter- 
mined to resent this declared opposition to their wishes. They 
accordingly denounced the acts of the majority as repugnant to 
the resolveB of the Continental Congress, and entered their pro- 
test against any further proceedings on the part of the county 
committee of ssSety as then constituted. Explanations followed 
close upon their declaration, and the bolters were at length 
indnced to withdraw their protest, snd sit again as members <^ 
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the con)!uittee bafety. A committee were then chosen to 
take into considerution a propa^iti^)n to recall the letter then 
bei'ore the C«>iiventioii, and buUtilute auother in its stead. Their 
report wa» in these M onls : — 

"The cniiiTiiittee appuinied by this l>odv% to take under consi- 
deration the expediency uf the letter Bent from tliib body to the 
Convention of the state of New York, dated June 2bt, touching 
being laid to some other Btatc, &c., &c., report : — that, wliereas, 
the committee of the county of Gmnberland have received a 
handbill from the Convention of the state of Kew York, direct- 
ing diia committee to withdraw a letter sent to them from this 
bodjy bearing date the Slst of June last— We, the committee 
as aforesaid, having taken the same under consideration, report : 
That said letter on^^t to be withdrawn, and that we, notwith- 
standing, on^t to enjoy all the privileges that anj coonty in 
this state enjoys, and that we h^ld it ov ri^^tto present to the 
HonoQiBble the.PtoTincial Convention of this state, a petition 
and remonstrance, setting forth those grievsnces that are the 
eanse of the nnoamniMW that suheMts among ns, for their wise 
ooDsideration and redress. And if^ on proper deliberation, it 
may be thonght proper a sepamtioii should be most eondncive 
to. the peaee and happiness dT this cotmtj, we do not preclude 
oorselves from the privilege of presenting our petitioii to the 
Hon^ the Oontinental Congress for their vise determination. 
We still mean to pay all due deference to the state of New 
York, and pay oiu* proportion uf tiie necetjsai'y charges of the 
state." 

This report was accepted, and having been embodied in the 
form of a letter, wjis sent to the New York Convention. Au 
amicable arran«^ement havinp^ been thus effected, the c'»n\init- 
tee of safety wa^ adjourned to reassemble on the first Tuejiday 
of June, 1777, " imtl not sooner e\cept on emergent call." So 
discordant were the elements of which the county was com- 
posed, that it was found necessary to issue an emergent call" 
early in tlie following month. In compHance with tliis call, 
the committee of safety convened at Brattleborongh on the 2d 
of December. An attempt was tlien made to prepare a repre* 
sentation of the broken situation " of the county. To su<^ a 
conise some of the members ol:jected, and as the others were 
not diq[Mised to yields the objectoni withdrew and broke np the 
meeting. Hie few who remained addressed a letter to the 
ooimty representatives in the New Yoik Oonventioo, and de> 
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sired tkem to lay before their colleagues such a description of 
tlie state of the county m the circumstances would warrant. 
Hub waa the only bnsmeas transacted, and tlio memben letiied 
without naming any time or place for another meeting. 

On the same dayi the freeh(»Mers of Chester assembled in 
town meeting, and appointed Thomas Olmndler Uy prepare a 
memorial to be sent to the Xew York Convention, setting forth 
the sentiments of the majority of the inhabitant of that town 
respecting the manner in which the afEaiis of the eoxmtj had 
been condneted ; and remonstratuig against the propriety of 
allowing the representatives from Onmberland county to sit in 
Convention, when tibey had been chosen to that position by less 
than one-qnarter of die votes of the people. The memorial 
was presented to the people a wetk later, and havii^; been ap- 
proved of, ^e anthor of it was chosen to proffer it whenevw a 
fitting opportunity should occur. 

In addition to the disaifection arising from troubles of a civil 
nature, discord began to prevail in the ranging companies of 
the two counties. Major Hoisington had demanded of the 
New York Convention certain wages which he declared were 
due his men. The payment of this claim was delayed, because 
it had been neitlier satisfactorily stated nor proved. Failing to 
receive their wages, the men were not easily prevailed upon to 
do dutv, even when their aid was TiK>st needed. In tliis cmcr- 
gency Gen. Jacob Bayley, of Newbur}^, wrote, on the 20th of No- 
vember, to the rnnnnittee who had been appointed to settle tlie 
difficulty with the rangers, in these terms : " If our rangers 
have not what was engaged them, viz. bounty, one month's 
pay, and billeting, we have no right to command them ; and 
if that payment is not made, we must not expect them on any 
dn^ ; and if General Gates, who doubtless stands in need of 
them, should call for them, he must be disappointed. Where 
the blame lies I cannot saj. However, it is my opinion that 
the Hajor be paid according to his rolls, if authentic; after- 
wards he may be called to account, if he has been fkultj. 
Otherwise, the whole had better now be dropped; better now 
than when one or two months' more time is spent to no purpose.^ 

The prospect that the county wonld mnch longer remain, of 
its own accord, a part of &e state of New Toik, was every day 
becoming more and more nncertain. At the dose of the year 
1776, the disaffection had become so general that many of the 
principal men were ready to announce their secession, and join 
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in forming a free and independent state, to indade the whole 
of the New Hampshire GiantB lying between Oonneeticnt rirer 
and Lake Champlain.* 

• MboellaneouB Papers, in office Se«. State K". T., xxxvi 191-196, 199-2? 5 
MR Records Cumb. Co. Oom. Safety. Joonud Hf. Y. Frov. Cong., iL Sl^ 
S1& M&£«oordaof towaof CaMrt«r. I>oo. Hiai N. ir. 9:ii, m 
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Dinffeetion of the TnhihHlBliof ttie ** Granto" towards New Tork— The Rangeis 

— The "W{«5tiniiii(t«r Convention — " N'cw Connecticut, aliat Vorin nt" — Roporfc 
on tlie condition of (>innb«rland and Glouce-stpr conntit>ft — Apjieal to CnnLrrf^ 
— ii^'orta to obteuB the bervie«s of the lUagers in behalf of the btate oi ixew 
T«1e— CM. WOlkB WiDhBtli opinion— Attanpto of JoiuifliMioMto oilaliiidi 
peaeeAd B d otioM— L ottor of itajkj, Citify aad aawiOBt CoiamiwIoiHw ap- 
pointed by Xew York to take charge of the Property of tboee who had left the 
gtste — New Vork ndopt? n State Constitution — Powers of the Committees of 
Stifct y enlarged — Tlie tir»i State Eieetiou ordered io New York — Meeting of the 
friends of New York in Brattleboroogh— Their Report — Ileeolutioos of the 
Kow York CoaiTontioii thorooo-^oetings of llio Cmnborkod oountjr Coomiittoo 
of Safety— Tlieir "Tnn BeprCMnUtion"— Saaitofy Howorea— Adoption of the 
Constitntiun of Vermont — CongreM refiistes to countenance the Pror* o-^ins^s of 
the New State — The Rangers ordered to Kingston — They Refuse to Obey— 
Qharies i'lieipe attempts to procure Arms firom Maasaohusetts — His Petition and 
tiio Reply— Aknnot tiMOipootod Approodiof Bnfgojno— Burgoyne** Inotni^ 
tiona to Boum— Tlio Yietory at BannlDgtQi^Tlio inoNoring poworof Vomoiit 
vOeorge Clinton elected Governor of New York— Action of the Cnmberlaod 
ooniity Committee of Safety — Charles Phelp«'s Bt«temcTit of the rigiliof MOMI- 
ohoseUa to a Porttau of the Territoiy of the State of Venuoutk 

Many there were, in the state of New York, wlm would have 
gludly denied the existence of any alienation hi^ t^veen that go- 
remment and the inliabitants of the New Hampshire Grants 
had not the fact of such an alienation been too clear to admit 
of a doubt An occasional forced admission, by the former 
goYemment, of the real condition of affiuxa^ was also significant 
of the pains which were generaUy used hj one of the parties to 
conceal it. Near the close of the year 1776, Washington ordered 
Gen. Heath to march to the grand army on the banks of the 
Delaware, with the troops under his command." In the recess of 
the Kew York Conyention, the state committee of safety informed 
his Ibccellency, that it wonld be unsafe to oompfy with his requi- 
sition, and advised some other course. In Iheir letter to him, 
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dated January 1st, 1777, containing these suggestions, they said : 
" On this occiibiuii, we beg leave to lay before your ExceUencj 
the true bituatiou of this state. It ftirnierly consis^teil of foui^ 
teen counties, of which five, and a part of the bixth, are in i)os- 
session of the enemy, and a considerable part of the inhabitants 
of tlio counties of Gloucester, Cumberland, and Charlotte, ap- 
pear determined to shake off their dej)endence upon us, so that 
above one half is lost ; of the remainder, a considerable ]iropor- 
tion is disaffected, and readj upon a favorable opptntumtgr to 
join the enemy." Such was the light in which even the most 
aangnine were eompelled to view the sitoatiDii of the Grants." 

Notwithstanding these disheartening proBpeots, the wants of 
the counties of Onmberland and Gloucester were Btill gappKed, 
to a certain extent, hj the state of New York. The four rang- 
ing companies^ whose aid had not pioTod as effieetnal as manj 
had snpposed it wonld proTo^ olamored loudly for their wagea^ 
althbngh they were almost forced to eonto that they had not 
earned them. Their major, Joab Hoislngton, had journeyed to 
Fishkill, where the state committee of safety were in session, to 
obtain a settlement for tiiem* This he partially eflSsoted, but 
being detained beyond tiie lime fixed fbr his absence, he was 
forced, on the 11th of January, to apply to the committee for 
fimds to enable him to return. His request was granted, and 
wasres were paid him on acconnt of services rendered, and to be 
rendered by hlia in his ofhcial station. A resolution was also 
passed on the 14th, by which the Convention agreed to lend to 
the county of Cumberland " a s>uni not exceeding £300," on 
certain ju&t and easy tenns. Owing to the neglect of the com- 
luittee of Cunil)erland county to fiinii-li tlieir representatives 
with money. Ses-iions and Stevens applied to the Convention fur 
the wages due theni for their eerviees rendered as meniltcm of 
that body. In answer to this request, £70 were advanced to 
them, and they were requested to account for that amonnt to 
the county committee, who were directed to consider it as a part 
of the £300 loaned by the Convention to the county.* 

While New York was endeavoring to bind the wavering 
oonnties to herself by acts of kindoessy they were Ftri vino^ openly 
and in gecret to effect a separation. On the 15th of January,- 
an adjourned meeting of the convention of the ^ Grants" which 
had assembled at Dorset in September of the previous year^ 

•tana V.T.Fio?.OoBf« L tS«, n<Mtl: & m 
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vrno iield at WestniiDSter. By a report made on tliat occasion, 
it appeared that more than three-fourths of the ])eople of Cum- 
berland arid (Tloncester conn ties, who had acted upon the sub- 
ject, were in favor of a new state. The rest were \newod as 
neutrals. On the west side of the mmintainB where the pit>ject 
had made most hoft<l, Beparation Irom isew York was not only 
re<2rarded as necessary, but ineyitable. A committee appointed 
to prepare a report expressive of the views of the convention, 
presented the result of tiieir deliberations, in the form of a decla- 
ration of nglito and indapendence. The statemenis «ad avowals 
which it oompriaedy were adopted nnanimously, and the diatriet 
c€ tamtoiy, known as the New Hampehire Grants, was pro* 
daimed a separate and independent etateyand was called New 
CosrflEoraouT aliat Vermont." An acoonnt of these proceedings 
waa tnmemitted to the Oontmsntai Oongress, acoompaaied by 
a prayer that the dedaratioii cf the peo]^ might be reeeivedi 
and New Ooonectieut ranked among iLe fiecand independent 
American states, and delegates Uxerafrom admitted to seats in 
Hke grand Continental Congress."* 

While measures Uke these were engagmg the aittention of 
the inhabitants of the new state, the New Yo^ state committee 
of safety were engaged in devising means to stop the reyelt, 
and bring back the disaffiacted to their allegiancer The gen11e> 
men appointed to visit the two river connties and inquire into 
their condition having returned, had announced their readiness 
to submit the result of their investigations. A hearing was 
granted them on Saturday, the 18th of January, and while 
thiiir chairman wub reading the report they ha<l })repared, the 
Cumberland deputies listened in silence and with sorrow to the 
accounts m liic h they too w vW knew w( rr ti uo in each partipu- 
liir. Tlu' arguments wliicii liad been made u^e of by ilie Green 
Mountain iJoys to swerve their nltra-montane brethren from 
the path of duty were detailed at length, and although mum of 
them were bape]cr(>, many were so ppocions as to call for a good 
share of diacriminfttioa to detect their iAUaciouaoiesB, while 

• l%««OBY«Dtion, ■ftwdtliiigfiwmUi* iMitollMSSdoftaiiAry, s^oomtd 
to mMt at Wlndior on the flnt Wednotday In Jona foUowiag. Tbera appaan 
bowerer, to hmvt been a meetii^ intermediaiei A call was iataed on the SOth 

of ,l?inunry by >'ftthan Clark, for a eonreution at Dorset, nnd by the record* of 
the town of theater, it seems that Lieut Jabdc Sargeant was cb()«en on the 18th 
of February, to attend the special eonventioo, and act " for the good of the ilata 
af VawOoiuiaelieBt^ and lisr thatinniofCSiaitar, aaaovdbgtotiMbaitaf hten* 
dantaadb^'*— U&BaaoidsolClMlM, fltodrfiYiatHa r af—^pp. W'^a 
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othere were soiind and conclnsive. When the reading was 
finislied, every member then present^ and " every member in 
the neighbourhood" to whom notice could be sent, were directed 
to attend on the Monday following for the purptose of psigsing 
upon the report At the appointed time the subject were dis- 
cussed at lengtli, and an appeal to Congre.ss was decided ii]>ou 
as the inceptive step in whatever proreodiriLrs might follM^'. 
That the matter might be placed in its ])ri)|>er light, Congrees 
were iiiformcMl tiiat, at the commencement (A' the stniggle for 
American hberty then in progress, the inhabitants of Cumber- 
land and Gloucester counties had " in general " submitted to 
the jurisdiction of New York, obtained grants and confirmatioii 
charters from that state, and been ruled by naagistrates of her 
appointment ; that " a spirit of defectioo and revolt ^ had latd/ 
been extended to those counties, through the arts and misre- 
preeentations of certain people inhabiting the comity of Char- 
lotte, distinguishing themselves by the name of Green MoimtHn 
Boys, and tlieir emissaries;" that the Congress and Conventioi!! 
of New York had hitherto viewed the effects of this danger- 
008 insureetion with silent conoem, being restrained ftoni guy- 
ing it a snitable opposition, b j the apprehension that it mighti 
at so critical a jnnctare," weaken tbdir exertionB in the eont- 
mon cause; that the insurgents from Charlotte oonnty kad 
incited many of the inhabitants of Cmnbeiland and Gkmeealer 
to unite with them in asserting a separate independence, m 
holding a separate convention, and in ^ framing a petitiflU li> * 
the Honourable Congress for its sanction and approbation <3i 
iiuB unprovoked revolt that the loss of so valuable a terri- 
tory, whose people during the present war liad received " libe- 
ral allowances out of the public treasur}' " of the state, would 
not only burden tliose remaining with enormous debts, but 
would, at every future period, afford an excuse for others who 
might wish to deny the jurisdiction of the state, and set lier 
authority at defiance; and finally, that it had become al)so- 
lutely necessary til at "proper ;nul \ i<rnrinis ineaiis tliould be 
forthwith exerted'' for vindicating the rights of the Convi ritiou 
of the state of New York. In view of these considerations and 
others as potent, the committee resolved that a proper appUcar 
tion should be immediately made to the Congress of the United 
States, to whose justice the " insurgents" had appealed, request- 
ing them to interpose their authority, and recommend to tlie in^ 
snigents" a peaceful submission to the j urisdiction of New York. 
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In accordance with these views, a letter was di^patclied to 
the presidoTit ui C' csf, embodying an epitomized account 
of the bi ll tiineuts ot tiie coimnitlee^ and iuciubing the resolve 
which had been passed and the pi cauibulatory remarks con- 
nected with it Notwithstanding tluB appeal, confidence in the 
revolting counties had not entirely disappeared. On the 2l6t 
of January a resolation was passed ordering an application to 
be made to some of the counties in the state, for blankets and 
BtockingB for the army ^ and Oomberland, Gloucester, and Char- 
lotte were included among the countiea from which relief was 
to be Bought. A few weeks later, when the position of Ticon- 
den^ was cooaidered perilous on account of the smallnefls of 
the fofce to whose care it was intruBted, Gen. Schuyler waa 
empowered, on the 9th of Februazy, to dispatch 0De>fiftii part 
of ihe militia of seyeral of the counties of the state, among 
which counties were the three mentioned aboYe— to reinforce 
the gamsoQ at that post 

Owing to reasons of policy, the reeolulions and letter of the 
SOth of Jannaiy were not immediately transmitted to Congress. 
All hopes that a decided change would take place in the sent!* 
ments of the majori^ of the inhabitants of the Grants'* hav- 
ing failed, the state committee reaolved, on the 1st of March, to 
present their appeal to Congress without fbrther delay. With 
the letter which had been already prepared another was sent, 
in which were detailed several facts wliich had latelv trans- 
pired. One }>aragraph in tliis coniniunicatiou was in these 
words : " Tlie Conji^ress may be assured that the spirit of defec- 
tion, nut withstanding all the arts and violence of the seducers, 
is by no means general. Tlie ( (mnty of Gloucester, and a very 
great part both of Cumberland and Chai'lotte counties, continue 
steadfast in their alloixiance to this government." In Fii]>{>(irt 
of this declaration as regarded the first named county, relerence 
was made to a letter, inclosed, from Brigadier-GenLial Bayk^y, 
and in proof of the rest of the statement, it was alhrnied that 
Cumberland and Charlotte were still represented in tlie New 
York Convention, and that out of eighty members who were 
expected to have attended the mock convention of the deluded 
subjects" of New York, twenty only were present* Intrusted 

• The number of delegntoa in ntton^lfinci? «t the convention held at Westmin- 
ster on the 15th of Janiiarv, 1777, and rel< ir« d to in the text, was twenty-four 
Huee towns expressed their approbation ot its measures hy letter.— Slade s Vl 
6taf« TtL^en, p. 68. 
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\tilik tlieao doemn€iit% a moopongcr was dhpitolied to Con* 

The d6ft& of Joab Holniigtoii, which took place aatfy in the 
yciir, left the nmgm irHlunit a eonmuHider. oondnel of 

these soldiers, from the first, seems to faa^e given but little satis- 
faction. In a letter to Gen. Schuvler of the 24th of Februarv, 
CoL Bedel declared that thej had not done three davs' duty 
since they were enlisted, and other acconnts, thowf^h Tiot go dis» 
para^inrr, "svero in no insitance complinieiitarj. l^eing now 
wholly liiiemploycd, althouo:h they had been engaged to servo 
durinp: the war, Gen. Schuyler prop»»6cd to tlie CoJivention that 
they slxtiild be located wliere they could render some assir^tance. 
"I apprehend," wrote lie nii the 4th of March, "there will be 
occa>i!<>n of their service iis scouts to be employed on the head 
of the river ISt. Francis, and ahliou^h L have na immediate 
power from Oon^^ss to en^ge any troops for tliat purpose, I 
shall nevertheless venture on the measure if Convention shonld 
think proper to direct that they fikonid be pat under my com- 
mand as Continental troops; in which case tiie Continental 
bounty wiil be allowed to GonTontm to replace what it may 
have advanced them." This eommunication, and another datod 
the 6th of March, on the same subject from Gen. Bayley, were 
read in OonventSon and eomndtted to Chariee Be Witt, Simon 
Stevena, and Leonard GaaBeTOort A report im prepared by 
these gentlemen, advising the adoption of eertain measnreiL 
Their propositions were read' on the llfh of March, bnt wera 
not received with iSiTor, and the'whale mattsr was recomnitL 
ted, James Dnane and John Tayier having been addad to liia 
committoe. 

A seoond report was snbmitled -on die 15th, which declared, 
that, owing to the present state of 'Qkmcester and CNmibeilaDd 

counties, the rangers raised under the command of the late 

Major Joab Hoisington, ought to be continued in service, pro- 
vided they would agree to be employed "for the support ol the 
common cause of America," in such nianner as the (Joriveiitiun 
or a future Legislature of the state should think proper. If an 
niHleratanding of tliis nature could be effected, the committ^ 
recommended that tlie companies shonld be mufittired by com- 
missioners appointed for that pui puse, and bucIi soldiers as Tiiiirht 
be wHUog to serve as before, should subscribe an enlisting roll 

• Joimua n. T. IVov. Cong., I f 76-780» 800, 820^ 821. SIaM Tt SCata Vih 
p«n. pp. 78-78. Dm Hiit K. Y., IT. 926-880. 
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to lhai cAeot Ttmj taHSbiw advised that the oomnuBBionen 
fihoold llieyenpon appoint one lieateiumt for every thirty men, 
and one captaiA fx eveiy two lieatenanto; end that each of the 
addim aa ahoold leftiae to aorve^ ahonld be discharged, having 
fint received oo^-half of the bonaty which had heen voted by 
the Convention to sneh aa ahonld engage to serve during the 
war, together with "pay and subeistence'' for the time they had 
been employed. They recommended the appointment of Gen. 
Jacob Baj icy, John Sessions, and JauiUii Clay coniiuiBsiouers, 
not only for the purpose aforesaid, but also to exaiitine into and 
state the sums due to the officers aud privates of the runging 
ctdiipiiiiies according to their actual services. For their trouble 
and expenses while actually employed in t\m bubinesb, tliey 
were to be paid two dollars emh^per diem. The consideration 
of this report, in consequence of its connection with some other 
topi^ which had not been fully discussed, was postponed. 
Wlien it again came before the Convention on the 17th, it was, 
on the motion of Gou?emeur Morris, a second time rectjmmitted. 
When, on the 18th, final action was had, no alterationa were 
made in the propositions above stated. 

In awnrdiince witli tlie resolve of the 9th of February, CoL 
William Williams of Wilmington had received orders boUi£rom 
Gen. Schttjrier and the Convention to enlist every filth man in 
the lower foment of the militia of Cnmberland county for the 
parpoae of aooiflting. in the xeinforcement of Tieonderoga. He 
immediately nnd^took the taak which had been aaaigned him, 
bnt the spirit <^ defection had apread so fiur» that he met with 
bnt litde anooeae. **I find," he wrote oa the ISth ci April, 
'^thflt in general the menaroaveise tij go oat nnder theatate of 
New York, neither do I think it possible for me to raiae any 
men. They are xeady to go out nnder the notion of New Hamp- 
shire Grants, or a new afeate; bat fat my own part I am willing 
to serve under York nntil the matter can be decided by the 
Continental Congress." Similar orders were transmitted to CoL 
Joseph Marsh, the commandant of the upper regiment in the 
county. His exertions were followed by more favorable results, 
lor he had the good fortune to succee<l in collecting his men ' 
and in marcliiiig them to the place to w liich they had been 
ordered. Tlie commissioners ^^lK) had been chosen to settle 
with the rangers, dispatched tiie business with commendable 
diligence. In communicating an account of their transactions 
to the Convention, on the 21st of April, John Sessions, the chair- 
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man, signified his rtgjret di«t all the negotiatioiia which had 
been had, had been attended irath 

Mguch perplexity and cost," and expreeaed a hope lhat more 
care wonld be taken in the latare to avoid TnietakoB and pre- 
vent mianndentandingB. He reooromended the appointment 
of a paymaater and commifisaiy, for the companies which should 
be continned in the service, and proposed Gen. Bayicy for 
those offices. He also advised, in case the General sboold re- 
ceive the appointments, that he shonld befbrther empowered to 
correspond with the commanding officer in the northern dcpiirt- 
ment, and ia that way act m director of the rangers of Cumber- 
land and Gloucester connties. He furtlier declared that the 
situation of his own and the conntry's affairs, rendered it almost 
impracticable for him to attend as a deputy in the Convention. 
At the same time he asserted his loyalty to the sUte of Kew 
York, and his disj)lea8ure at the course which many of his 
friends were pnrsning. deferring to thu attempt to establifib. 
the Ktate of New Connecticut or Vermont, he said, '"I hope if 
prudent measures are taken this new-fangled scheme will, liko 
the house of Saul, wax weaker and weaker. I ai^eatly wish 
that some decisive measures might be taken that the sword of 
justice and soeptre of merc^ may be properly exercised." In 
die same reasonable temper, he remarked that he had no dis* 
position to eztennate the faults of those who manifested such 
contempt for the aathorily of New Yoik. fie desired that 
eveiy obstacle with reftpect to the title of lands mig^t be re- 
moved, and expressed the wishes of the more moderate inhabit- 
ants of the oonnty, when he indireetlj recommeiided ihe abo> 
lishment of quit rents, and advised the snbstitntion of a land 
tax in their place. 

A joint letter was prepared on tiie Sd of May, by Bayley, 
day, and Sessions, the commissioners finr settling with the ran> 
gers. In this communication, the Oonvention were informed of 
the course which had been pursued in investigating and wiping 
out the old accounts. Tlie formation of a company mubtering 
one hundred and fifty-two inen, to he divided according to the 
plan |>reviously suggested, was uiiiiouiiced as the r^ult of the 
efforts which had been made to secure re-enlistments. A pro- 
position was made that these soldiers should be employed m 
scouts find mespengora between Connecticut river, Ticondero«;a, 
and Canada, and that they should be pai<l according to the rules 
of the Oontinentai service. This commimication having beea 
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read in Conrention, was roferred to a coinniittee, who, after due 
deliberation, reported the accounts tlierein stated correct. Con- 
formable to this report, the treasurer of the state was directed 
to pay to the conimissioiicrH, the sum of $13,430, and take 
a receipt for tliat amount from the messenger who had been 
deputiisad by the commissioners to receive the money. Upon 
ihe Bdggegtions regarding the method of employing the new 
troopp, no action was taken.* 

While endeavoring to regulate the militia, the Convention had 
not neglected to attend to the general welfare of Cmnberiand 
^anty. In every part of J^ew York, as in the other states, many 
who had joined the enemy, had left their posaeeaioDs in roch a 
eonditkxi as to render them liable to waste, or to be employed 
te purposes nnfnendly to the canae of liber^. To prerent 
iliese results, oommissioiierB were appointed, on ^ 6ih of March, 
in eveiy comily, to take into their custody all ihe personal 
property" of petsoos answering to the above description, and 
ssU it at pnbUe Tendoe after ten or moro di^ notice. An 
aooonnt of eadi sale was to bo left with the treasorw of the 
alaitet as were also the tmt proceeds and stioh moneys as might 
be foond. The whole was to be paid to the reqpectiTe owners, 
at some future time, or disposed of, at the discretion of the Le- 
gislature of the state. Strict directions, however, were given 
that the families of persons who had joined the enemy, should 
be allowed to retain tlieir apparel, neco-sar}' household funn- 
ture, and as much provisions as would be sufficient to maiutaiii 
them for three months. James Clay, Amos Kobertson, and 
Israel f^mith, were clinsen con iiiii'^'^i* "lei's for Cumberland coun- 
ty; but the appointment of coniiiiissioners forGloncester county 
was deferred, until the Tmnios of persons fitted for the trust conld 
be obtainc^d.t i>y a resolution passed on the 21 st of March, the 
commissioners were authorized, in ca?c of n rofii^^al to deliver 
Up property over which their othcc gaNx» thein jurisdiction, to 
apply to the committee of the count}- or district m wliich they 
might meet with opposition, for ^nch aid as shoold be judged 
neoeseaiy to enable them to peifonu their dnty. 

• Journal N. Y. Pmv. Cone, i. 825. «^^7, 889, 841, 907, 91G: ii. 404, 
42 1 , 4S1, 476, 4,11. M& Lefet«r Col. J. Bedel to Geo. I'hilip Sehoyler, dated Feb. 
Uth, Mil. 

f By Um «dfiM of CoL JiAob Bftjlfy, the OoiiT«iikkm«4m M oflftty, 1171 
KpfobM CoL F«l«-OUott» GoLJaeob K«iit, Md Mltf. Isnel Smith, eonunMa- 
^■IbrakiMilmimiilj. ImnAM. T. Pmt. Oh^ i M9: IL4tt. 499. 
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One of tlie most important measiires of the Convention, during 
the year, was the aduptioa uf a Htate constitution. Tliia event 
t' )« tk place on the 20th of April. It would, of course, be out of 
j>lace in this coimection, to present a detailed account, or even 
an ejtitonie, of this most "venerable monument of the wisdom 
of our high-minded ancestors." Let it be sufficient to eay, that 
such men as John Jay and Gt)uverneur Morris were its found- 
trs, and that it continued to guide and gOTem the people of 
New York until the year 1821, when a new sjBtem was adopt- 
ed. By it8 provisions, the supreme legislative power was vested 
in an Assembly and a Senate. In the former body, Cumber- 
land coonty was allowed a representation of three membei-s and 
Gloncester two. The state was divided into fonr senatorial dis- 
tricts ; and of these the eastern district comprised the conntieB 
of Charlotte, Cnmberland, and Gloncester, and was permitted to 
elect three of the twenty-four state senators. 

Until the new constitntion shonld take effect, the Convention 
were willing to increase the powers and dignify the character 
of the committees of safety, who had acted so important a part 
in regnlating the affairs of the districts, counties, or towns over 
which they bore rule. To this end, they passed a recommenda- 
tion, on the 21st of April, counselling all the committees in the 
state " to use their utmost endeavors to apprehend, secure, and 
otherwi:^e, according to their discretion, dispose of all such per- 
sons" as they raisrht deem inimical or dangerous to the state. 
As tlie time for which the committees were appointed to serve 
would soon expire, the 0*)u vent ion adopted a resolution, on the 
5th of May, callini^ on the inliabitants of the state to chouee 

active, spirited, and di?:crect" ])ersonB to act as committee 
nic'iK and to continue in that service nutil the 1st of the follow- 
iii;^' Octoher. Although," said thev in the hafidbill which was 
circulated throughout the state, altliougli the office of a mem- 
ber of any of the said committees is extremely painful and labo- 
rious, vet, as the service will probably expire before the said 
day, it is most earnestly recommended to the good subjects of 
this state, cheerfully to imdertake, and vigilantly to execute, the 
said office ; more especially, as the last hope of our dispirited 
foe^ is now grounded upon those intestine divisions whidi they 
80 assiduously labor to promote, by the assistance of which they 
expect to accnmnlato greater evils upon a country which they 
cannot enbdne, and without which all their diabolical designs 
mnst prove utterly abortive." Special powers were given tc 
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gome of the conunittees. Those of Albanj, Tryon, Charlotte^ 
Cambeiland, Gloucester, Ulster, and Outage coimtiee, were re- 
quested and authorised to take the most dfectoal measures to 
prevent, suppress, and quell all insunreetions, revolts, and disaf- 
fectioQ within their reepective oounties," and were also empow- 
ered to call out the militia to aid them in destroying or securing 
anj who might be found in arms against the state. 

At the same time measures were taken by the state to main* 
tain the monetary affairs of Cnmberiand and Gloucester coun- 
ties, and an attempt was made to exert a more direct influence 
npoTi tlio people by appointing to such offices as the state 
goveruinent was empowered to fill men who were friendly to 
its interests and designs. At the re(|uest of Simon Stevens, one 
of the de]»iities from Cnmberiand county, the Convention, on 
the 3d of May, ordered the state treasurer to a( (in mod ate him 
with the Slim of £60, and render the charge to his couhtitnents. 
This eirciunstancc sliowed tliat confidence wa^ still reposed in 
the honor of t])o county, although its loyalty was, to all appear- 
ances, irrevocaldy lost On the 5tli of Mav, Paul Spooner was 
cliosen by the Convention, sheriff of Cumberland connt^% and in 
conjunction with other sheriffs in the state, was ordered to qua- 
lify himself without delay, and give public notice in his baili- 
wick of the time, place, and manner of the first state election, 
and of the offices which were to be filled.* The places desig- 
nated for holding the election in Cnmberiand county, were the 
house of Seth Smith in Brattleborough, the house of Luke 
Knowlton in New Fane, the Court-house in Westminster, the 
house of Jonathan Tarbell in Chester, the Townrhouse in Wind- 
sor, and the house of CoL Joseph Marsh in Hertford. Writs of 
dedimus potedatem were issued to John Sessions and John 
Stevens, to enable thean to qualify the county officers of Cum- 
berland county ; and fhe sante authority wae given to Bng.<Gen. 
Bavley, to be exercised in the county of Gbucester.f 

Meantime>those who continued favorable to the govemmentof 
Kew York were striving to stem the opposition which surround- 
ed them on every side. In Brattleborough, they were more 

• spooner declined the appointment soon after it liad been given him, and the 
Convention were informed of hia refoaal in a letter which he wrote them, and 
vbieh was pr«MDted <m ^ Mfh «r July, 1777, by OoL £ltM«r Mtonm of Biui- 
dale^iKnr Yflnioii.— 4oannl IT. T. Tkw. OoDg., 1 9SS. 

f Jonrnal N. T. Prov. Cong., L 826, 845, 892. 898, 910, 912. 917, 918, 986, 937. 
Dunlap'* IlL*t. N. Y., ii. iriO. Ilandblll i-.^ned " In Convention of the Re p MHP t a- 
tivei of the state of New Yorl^ at Kingston, May 5, 1777." Fiogiy MSa 
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than the Vennont adKerentei and irm not afraid 
to act as their eonTietions dictated. At one of tfaeir meet- 
kgs hold in that town» on the Sdd of April, thej dedaved that, 
as thejr had alwaye owed allegianee to the atato of New York, 
so they would continae to paj that aHegkuice^ and woold 
strictlj adhere to such directions as mig^t be sent fron the 
Conyention of diat state. To ei^ireBS these Tiews to the Kew 
York Convention, Israel Smitii was chosen agent for the town, 
and his instnictions, dated the 25th of April, pointed ontto him 
the iniiniier in which lie should tulhi his cominissiou. He Wkis 
especially directed to infona the Convention, that, at the meet- 
ing held at Westminster on the 15th of January previous, nut 
one half the townn m Cumberland county were represented ; 
that all the i)eople in Brattleborongh were loyal to the state of 
Kew York, and considered themselves in duty hound to execute 
all orders of the state and Continental Congress; and that, in 
the opinion of many, these were the sentfments of the majority 
of the property holders in the county. He was also instructed 
to say, that the spirit of faction was so rife tliat it was dangerous 
to speak against a new state, and that the difficulties prevalent 
in the oonnt^, were neither few nor unimportant These instmo- 
tions were signed by Obadiah Wells, Scih I^Biith, touMl War- 
riner, James ^akeelee, and John Griffin. 

On his appearance in Convention, on the 6& of Haj, the 
papers with which he had been intrusted were feead and com- 
mitted to Ckynvemenr Morns and Simon StsFena. In his ooo- 
ferences with these gentienm, he informed tinm mors partico.- 
larij ci the conditioiL of the town which he represented, and, in 
a general way, of &e aflUrs of die eoontjr. The report of the 
ecnnmittoe was dfvided into two parts; the first part h«?ing 
reference to fSiose inconveniences which obtaked equally in die 
conntins of Ottmheriand^ Gloucester, and ClMilotte, aviring from 
the uncertainty or defect of land tides, distance from the seat of 
gtyremment, and the exaction of heavy quit rents ; and the 
second part relating to the disadvantages suffered by the people 
of Brattleborough on accouut of their steady attiichment to New- 
York. In the latter portion of the report, the committee, in 
conformity with the iuioimation given them by Mr. Smith, and 
obtained from other reliable sources, declared that the inhnliit- 
ants of Brattleborongh had, on account of their "unwearied op- 
pooitiun" to the independence of Vermont as a separate state, 
and their allegiance to Kew York, become odious to some of 
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their neighbors ; that, cnring to tbe indokncc or diiefibelioa of 
tkair militia offieen, i^j were not in & poeitioii to esert them- 
nlTee agiioBt eommon enem j, although wiUmg to aid, ahoiild 
iMr eemeea be required ; thftt theiy^ were in want of anna to 
ndnee the toriea to anbjeotioii; and that, although they were 
leady to j(»n in sew and spirited meaanree against the IbrieB, 
yet it was feared that it woold be imponible to eoileeta county 
eoB uui t t ee to earry aneh measiirss into exeeation. 

In view of this r^resentalion, and of the general condition of 
state, the oommittee reported on the 10th, that it would be 
utterly impracticable to famish the inliabitants of Brattlebo- 
roagh with arms ; and tliat the odium they liad inenrred frf>in 
tlicir attachiiieiit tn Kew York, could not be removed except 
by a change in ilie opinions of tho^ who favored the new 
btatc — a ciiange which the committee imagined would take place 
as eoon as tliose who had revolted became conviiK i^l of their 
tnie interoBti?, Upon the remainder of the representation, the 
coiiiniittoe submitted these refeolutions ; — 

*• First. "Wliereag it hath been represented to this Conven- 
tion, that divers of tiic inlmbitants of the county of Cumberland, 
who are desirous of continuing the subjects of this state, are, 
from divers reasons, incapable of exerting themselves in the 
general defence, particularly &om the want of proper officers — 
therefcnne, Beaolved, that it be recommended to such inhabit- 
aalB to associate as follows, to wit : ^ We, the subscribers, sub- 
jeelB of the state of Kew York, do associate together for the 
del^nee of the United States against the King of Qreat Britain, 
as iaXkxwBi Pint We wilt choose onr offieen by vote of the 
majorat in eaefa respeoiiYe company or regiment Seeondfy. 
We win obey oar offipeiB so chosen in the same manner as the 
militia of the said state^ rendsr obedisnce. Tiiirdly. The names 
of the said officers shall be transmitted to the government of 
die said state, and lo the general in the northem department 
lastly. This association shall oontinae in force intiireFoked by 
proper authority.' 

" Second. Whereas it hath been suggested to this Convention, 
tliiiL the county coimuittee of the county of Cumberland cannot 
be collected together but with threat difticulty. Resolved, that 
any committee chosen by the iaiiabitants of three or more adjoin- 
iog towTishipa, within the said county, may exercise the powers 
[of a county committee of safety.]" 

That part oi the report which related to the condition of lha 
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"Grants," together with the portion iiliccidy cited, was tabled, 
the two resolutions excepted. The latter of these was, how- 
ever, changed so as to read thus : " Resolved, that such of the 
members of the said county committee as, on due and regular 
uoUoo for the convening of the eaid committee, shall meet, be 
authorized to proceed to business.'^ Such was the remit of 
Smith'« miasion to the Kew York CS<»iTeiition.* 

Enoouraged by the evidences of good will on the part of ^ew 
York, the conn^ committee of Bafetjr atill continued to exercise 
their f nnctioDs, though nnable to secure such obedience to their 
orders as thej desired. At a general meedog held in the Court- 
house at TTeetminster) on the 4th of June, it was resolved thmt 
an attempt should be made to give greater vitslity to their ope- 
rations. Twelve memben from eight towns only were in attend- 
ance on fhe first day. A diairman and derk were appointed, 
a few complaints were heard, but it was deemed inexpedient 
to proceed with the business of the meeting. A postp<»iemeiit 
was therefore agreed on. When the committee reassembled on 
the following morning, and it became known that no addition 
had been made to their nunib*. !', an adj iirnment was voted, 
and the incmbers separated, with a lullor persuasiion than they 
had ever before felt, of the weakness of the minority which 
they represented. 

At the adjourned meetinf;, held on the 17th of June, six 
members from iive towns were present. After waitini,^ In- two 
da^-s in the vain ho[>c of collecting a quorum, a readjournment 
was resolved on, and the house of Capt. John Sergeant in 
Brattleborough was selected as the place for the next meeting. 
Nine members from six towns aseembled in Brattleborough, on 
the 26th, at the second adjourned meeting. It had now become 
evident that it would be impossible to command the attendance 
of a majority of the members, ^e committee according/ re- 
solved that they would act in accordance widi the dispensatioa 
which had be«i granted them by tlie New Ymrk Convention, 
and proceed to business without a quomnL James Clay, Elear 
aer Patterson, and ^Ikiah Grout were tiiereupon chosen a com- 
mittee to draft a <<Trae Representation of tiie Brdran Stated of 
the Inhabitants of the Oounfy," and aosign some reasons for the 
conduct of the county committee in neglecting to observe the 

* Journal N. T. Pror. Cong., 1918, 92L MiMellAndoiu Papers, ia oi^cd Sm» 
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leBolTes of the Oonvention respecting the election of a Governor 
«&d representatiTe officers. Their report was in these words : — 
'^Pnrsnont to the resolves of the Honorable OonventioQ of the 
state of New York, appointing the committee of the county of 
Cumberland to assist lie sheiSST in holding the election for 60- 
yemor, lieatenant Governor, Senators, (&c., the county commit- 
tee from eight towns met on the 4th day of Jnne, instant, and 
proceeded to make choice of Capt. James Glaj, chairman, and 
Mr. Simon Stevens, derk, and after deliberating on the import- 
ant affairs and broken state of the connty, adjourned until the 
17tli day of June, instant, at which time they met according to 
adjournment from live towns. J3ut tlie Bhci ill' having resigned 
his commission, and entirely refusing to act thereon, and the 
committee being terrified with tlircats from the people who are 
setting 11]) a new state here, thought it iniprudcJit to proceed to 
any busnicss, and adjourned to meet at Brat tie bo rough on this 
26th day of June, where they arc met according to adjourn- 
ment from six towns, and where also a number of men who 
are appointed by Bcreral towns to make their disapprobation to 
tiie proceedings of tlie late convention at Windsor publickly 
known, in some proper manner, meet the committee and joyne 
with them in representing the broken and disordered state of the 
county, and making tlieir disapprobation of the proceedings of 
the late convention at Windsor, known to tlic Honorable Con- 
vention or Assembly of the state of New York. 

We therefore, the committee of the county of Onmberland, 
and others specially appointed by the towns of Weaihersfield, 
Westminster, Fntney, Brattleborongh, Hinsdale, and part of 
Gnilford, for said purposes, do represent as follows, via., that the 
convention held at Windsor on the 4th day of June, instant, 
for the purpose of establishing their new state of Yermont,* 
have taken into their possession the prison of this connty, and 
have strictly forbid all committees acting under the anUiority 
of the state of New York, so that it is become impracticable 
for the county committee, or any other committee to proceed to 
any i)ubliek buBiuess in this count}'. As the result of thuse 
measures, several prisoners now in prison in this county who 

* Tk9 y«niioDt coiiv«&tion, lidd ftt Windior on flie 4t]i of June* reoommended 
to the people of the new state to aMetnble in their respective towns on the 2S4 

of the same Ttionth, nnd clioose rppresent^tlvcs to meet nt "Win(!Bor on the 2d of 
July folluwincr, for tlie j>uii»oeo of fortning a eotistitution, and tlecUiig delegetet 
to the Congreas of the Uitited Statesw — Various MSS. 
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might have been set at liberty, agreeable to the resolves of tlie 
Couvention of the btate of New York, are Btill kept in prison in 
the most })itlful eireunibtances, and are so like to continue. 
Tlie publick peace is so interrupted by the proceedings of this 
couventiou at Windsor, and by tliose disorderly ])ersonB who 
are so warmly engaged in supporting tlie illegal authority of 
their new state, that it hath already considerably hindered the- 
raising of men fur the common defence ; and we think wc have 
reason to believe that if a stop is not speedily jnit to this spirit 
of disorder ^vhich rages so vehemently here, a linal period will 
Boon put to any further provision being made ia this oouu^ 
tor the commoa defence of America* 

We further represent that a considerable number of tha 
people in Htm county who are so warmlj engaged in setting xqp 
their new state, have not any or but little property which they 
can claim under any grant whateyer ; and we really believe 
that the leaders of the people who are for the new state in thia 
county, are pursuing that which they esteem their private 
interest, and prefer ti^at to the publick weal of America, and 
that they are determined to support the authority of their new 
state at all events; and we really believe that without ^be 
interposition of the Honourable Continental Congress they will 
never submit to the authority of the state ci New York until 
obliged 80 to do by the sword. 

And we do hereby solemnly declare^ that we entirely disap- 
prove of the proceedings of the late convention at Windsor, 
and of all persons whatever acting under authority of paid con- 
vention, and that we will, at all times, do our best endeavi>ur to 
support the legal authority of the state of isew York in the 
county." 

This report having been accepted by the committee, was 
signed by Jamus Clay, the chairman. Eleazer Patterson and 
Hilkiah Grout were deputed to present it to the Convention of 
New York. In the credentials whieh were given them, it was 
stated that the expense <»f their jonniey was to be paid by 
private snh?cri])tion, inasmuch as the state of the county 
rendered it impossible to raise money in any public way.^ 

* CoL Patterson presented bis oommisaton, and the rarious papers eutrustcU to 
him, to the New Torfc Couiuul of Safety, on the 16th of July, 1777. They vere 
eonunitted to Rotiert B. livingrtoii, Oea. John Morin Seott^ end ]ii|or diriflophef 
Tappen, but tho records do not show thtk any aetim WM bad upcn tlicia.— 
Journel N. Y. Prov. Coof., L 996, 
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One other act of the comiiiittcc is worthy of notice. By a 
rosoliitiou of the Kew York comniitteo of safety, passed some 
months previous, aiitiiority had been given to the county com- 
mittees to select places suitable for the residence of persons 
wlio jihould be inoculated with the suiall-pox. In conformity 
with this resolve, permission was now gi'anted by the count}' 
committee to erect a boufio in Brattleborongh to be used for 
that pnrpose. ObadiahWeUt^ Oapt. John Seigeant, and Lieut. 
Israel Smith, were empowered to select a proper site for the 
building, which when completed was to be in their charge. 
Special instructions were at the same time given them as to the 
maimer in which they should act, and they were enjoined to be 
watchfol, through any neglect the dreaded disease should 
extend ravages among those who oonld not-receive the treat- 
ment neeessaxy to their health and safety. Hie committee 
then adjonmedt to meet on the first Tuesday in September, at 
the covt-hoQse in Westminster.* 

On the 2d of July, the convention of the new state of Ter- 
mont assembled at Windsor. The draft of a constitation was 
presented and read, and the convention entered upon an exami- 
naidon of its articles, determined to accept of nothing which 
would not support the principles of republicanism and demo- 
cracy combined. In the midst of their deliberations, news came 
tlxat Ticonderoga had been evacuated, and that the frontiers of 
the state were exposed to the ravages of the tucuiy. Many 
wished to breiik up the convention and return to their homes, 
in order to defend tlieir families and firesides. But Providence 
had ordered otherwise. While fear seemed to j)aralyze effort, 
and doubt to render the little action which was exerted ineffect- 
ual, a violent sturm arose. So fierce wjis the conflict of tlie 
elements, that the members were compelled to remain. A new 
life FCt. im d to inspire the convention. Hie constitution was 
read, paragrapli by paniirrnph, amid the r(>:iring and flashing 
of batteries fiercer, loiidi r, and brigliter than tlioso with which 
the British were at that moment endeavoring to environ the 
Americans in their flight from Ticonderoga. Evening saw the 
work completed. The constitution had been adopted^ a council 
of safety had been appointed to act during the recess, and tho 
convention had adj onrned. Besides the adoption of the constita- 

• MSa in tlM pcMwion of the Hon. William IC Fiagry, MoteiBiiig ft MMfd 
«f die aeli of fhi Ouiteiaiid Mnnty oommittM flf Mfelgr . JtmmA VL T. FMfb 
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tion, little else was done bj the conyention. A right to the 
ooQn^ jail at WestmioBter was, however, reiterated, and orders 
were issued to a sergeant and six men to guard it both by night 
and dajy and to permit no one to advance within six feet of the 
gratings, or to approach the jail door.* 

While the New York and Vermont adherents were straggling 
for the snpremacj on the soil which thej both clauned, the 
supporters of the former in the New Yoric council of safely, 
were endeayoring to wring from the Congress of the United 
States an expression of opinion as to the Tsliditf of the con- 
flicting claims. In a letter to Congress of the S8th of Hay, 
wh^ri^ reference was made to those who had been instnunental 
in declaring the independence of Yermont, they said: Al- 
though we apprehend no great difficulties in reducing these 
factious spirits to obedience and good order by tlie jubticu and 
vigor of tlio government of this state witliout the aid of Con- 
gress, yet {lis a report prevails, and is daily gaining credit, that 
they are privately countenanced in their designs by certain 
members of your honourable liouse, we esteem it our duty to 
give you this information, that by a proper resolution on that 
Buhject, the reputation of Congress may cease to be injured by 
ini[)utation8 so disgraceful and dishonourable." Although some 
members of Congress had expressed opinions favorable to the 
establishmeot of Vermont, yet their number was small, and did 
not at present seem likely to receive accessions. When the 
petitions from Vermont and the letters from New York had 
been thoronghly examined, the subject of the controvei-sy was ' 
referred to a committee of the whole house. When their report 
had been Bul^initted, Congress resumed the discussion, and 
determined after long debate, to agitate no further a topic which 
speared to be pregnant with difficulties. To this end thej 
resolred on the 30th of June, that the ind^endent government 
whose establishment had been attempted bj the people of tlie 
new state, could derive no countenance or just^cation from 
any act or resolution'^ which thej had passed. Other resolutions 
explaining more fuUj their sentiments were at the same time 
adopted, and Vermont was left to pursue her' own course, with 
the sure warrant, how^ever, of the disapprobation of Congress.f 

• Sbdeliyi State Pipan^ Ik. 7S. Ma *m Wfflhn Willkni OfiL 
John S^idoos, dated July 7th, 1777. 

f By a resolution of the New York council of safety, passed at Kingston, 
Jo^ 17th, 1777, piiatAd oopka of the reeolTee of Congrew refeired (o in the text 
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In order to concentrate the troops not at tliat time in actual 
MTvice, the Xcw York coQndl of safely had, on the S8ih of May^ 
leqnested Gen. Bayley to march the noging company formeriiy 
commanded by Joab Hoisingtoiiy but now in duurge of Oapt 
Benjamin Wait, to Eingptoii, there to receive fitrther instnuy 
tiooa. OrdeiB were accordingly ianud, bat it was foond imr 
possible to procure money to support die men on their jour- 
ney, and for this reason they refoBed to advance. In a letter 
from Gen. Bajley^ of the 14th of June, containing the reason 
of their refusal to obey orders, he adverted to the situation of 
the people inhabiting the north-eastern counties. Ho stated that 
he had received an ordinance from the state council of safety 
directing tlic election of state officers ; that the sheriff had 
given the proper orders to the different towns, bnt that it was 
not probable the people woiil<l riiu,)r-o any members to sit in 
the Legislature of New York. Li this supposition he wa^ (di- 
rect. A few days Inter, when a committee from Charlutte 
county vii^itcd Cumberland cooiitv, to ol)tain information as to 
the temper of the people cast of tiie Green mountains, word 
was returned that ''the New Hampshire Grants had declared 
themselves independent, and would not let the county commit- 
tees sit, nor permit anything to be transacted under the juris* 
diction of New York," 

While matters were in this condition, the New York council 
of safety resolved, on the 27th of June, that the company of 
rangers commanded by Oapt Wait should be ^peremptorily 
ordered" to repair immediately to Eingstony and that all arrear- 

were sent to Jaiao!* Clay, the chnirman of the general commiUe" of the county 
of CumberUnd, to be given by him to CoL Eleazer Patterson, and Miyor John 
iriiMlodi, iriA a tc^vmI that they should fiiMmte them through th« ettttem 
diitriet «r tfa« ataftflk By hi* own nrntkm, day BoCifi«d th« ff«icilT«8 to th« 
towns in Cumberla&d eoooty, and at tile Mine time requested that a mMtug 
night be cnlle l m each t'>\vTi for the purpose of afTortlirisi: tli«' {K'i>])le an opportu- 
nity to hear tiie resolves tvad j>ubliclT, and to a<w;erttiiii whether they "were will- 
ing to ohouee county committee men to meet at Westminster court-house on the 
ftat Tididay in the IbOowiog Sept«nih«r. Th« Ytnioiit «oaiMil of safety haar- 
iog that waa thna angagod, iaraed a warraiith datad Angnai lOih, VVH, tat 
his arrest He was accordingly taken before them aa a prisoner, and was informed 
by CV l Thomaa Chittenden that he had done wrong in obeying tlie diroetions of 
the HtJiie of New York ; in notifying a meeting of the county committee ; in dia- 
tnbuting the resolvM of the Continental Congress ; and in inoitiug people againat 
ttaaewatatth 0& fhata diatfas €9ay vaa detained io eoatody the dayn At the 
eod of that period, he waa allowed to return to his home in pQtney. — ^Miscel- 
iHieoaa Papers in office Sec. State, N. T., toL zxzvii ; also Papeia relating to the 
Vamoot GootioTeny, pp. jHL Doe. Hist. 2r. Y., iv. 944-948. 
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ages shoEld be paid tbcm on their arrival at that place. By 
another resolutiou, tliey directed $200 to be advanced to .Capt 
Wait to defray the travelling expeiifles of Km men. Ou reaching 
their place oi destination, permission was to be giren thein to 
receive rationa instead of fiaJMiflteiice<aumj| if such ahould be 
their wish. A oopy of thoao iwakaitim wtm sent to Capt. Wait, 
and nodoa ma at the same time girea him that oompliance 
W9B ezpeotecL In obedleBoe to ordei% Wait procoedod to 
Kewbury, in Gbuoeater connly, aad^ on arriving there, was 
informed that hla under^fficera and mail hud marched for 
Ticondcroga, to ward ofl^ if poiiiblih the attack anticipated «| 
tbatpoit *Qa their Jiaton^fmtfra 14th of Jiiljy ha 
together and ordered then to eat oat ibr £ii^ik»i» This oom* 
maud fhej relheed to obej, and in eupport of tiaeir refii$al» do* 
dared thaft at the tana of their anikrtment th^ did not oxpeol 
to be removed from the oountiea of Oomberlaod, Qlovoeaber 
and CSiarlotte ; that on aocoont of the abandonment of Tioon- 
deroga, the fiontieBB were exposed to the attaoks of the eaemj ; 
and that they could not, under such circumstances, think of 
leaving their wives and cliildren unprotected and alone. Tliis 
answer was i>i cfe0uted on tiie 26tli to the New York council of 
safety, who declared themselvcB satisfied witli Wait's conduct, 
but refused to pass any resoliitious respecting the conduct of tlie 
rangers, choosing to leave that subject for the confijideraUon of 
the Legislature, who were soon to assemble.* 

Owine: to the defenceless condition of Cuntlterland county, 
many attempts were made by the inhabitants to procure arms 
and ammunition, that tliey might be enabled to defend their 
famihes from the attacks of the enemj'e rangiDg parties, and in 
the meantimo prepare to eeeape to more aeenre abodes, should 
the British approitth in &ree. Among thoea moit aetive in for- 
warding these meaau^es, was Oharlee Phelpe. Thoogh far from 
single-minded in many of his operations, yet in this instance ha 
mingled with seoondaiy motiyea enongh of disinterestedneee to 
render his conduct praiseworthy) aad» to some extenti merito* 
rioQS. From a period anterior to the ereotien of Fort Dammar, 
the General Qonrt of MassaohTuetts had professed a claim to a 
portion of whatwaa now the southern part of Comberland 
eomit^. This elaim had for a k>ng tima been allowed to rest in 
abeyance. Within a yean, a dispoeitieR to renew il had 

• Journal IS. Y. Pror. Gong., i. 947, 976. 977, 979, 9S0, lOlS; IL SOt JohmIs 
^ Gong., il ISS. Slade*^ Vt ateto F)ip«% ppw 77-49k 
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been evinoBd. TttkingadTUitage of lUiomun^^ 
on the ITOi of J11I7, addraeed a pctiftkNi "to the Honourable 
G(nmea of Ihe imt Patriotic tete of tbe aaotet Ool^ 
MnMwhmtte Bay," k beMf of the liiliabitanta of fi% townr 
fihipe mostij in Onmberiand connly, vlueh, three yeaiB ago, 
had been <*daimed hj Ae legislatiTo aatliority of the two 
hooBee of Anemblj" of MasHudratetta In a lengthy addi^ 
be referred to ^ Ibe shameful and detestable'' evacuation of the 
**aTl hnportant fortrese of Ticonderoga, and the adjacent garri- 
Bons;'" tu die pitiable isituation of tlie " infant aettlements and 
defenceless plantations to the destruction of men, women, and 
children, which would surely follow, unless strenuons endeavor 
was made to prevent it; to the oppressive sway of Nc'\v ^ ork 
and her "now-fancrled schemes;" to the attempts wiiicli had 
been made hy tiie adherents of the new state of Vermont to 
put a period to the inriRdiction of Xew York, by "wrenching** 
prisons and prisoners from the hands of New York prison- 
keepers ; to the settlers scattered among woody, mountainous 
wilds to their extreme poverty ; to their incessant toil, which 
aearcely revrarded them witb the food neoenary to aapport lile ; 
iud 40 the inabili^ of the people geneiaUy to procure the 
means of defence. Pursuing this style of remark, he declm^ 
that the govenunent of New Yoi^ had wholly retaed to a£brd 
nay prol e ietfon to the distressed inhabitants of the new ttate^ on 
aiMmnt of tiie revolt in which numj of them had ktofty engaged ; 
and thai on Ihia aoconnt| the onfy altaniatiTe loft Ihom was to 
Upply fir aMdotanoe elaewheie^ The petitioii andad witii a la- 
^iiest fbr atma and amanmUloii. Ko difinite nnmber or 
amonnt was named, eince it was lhoo|^t bert that the Connctl 
ihoald aMist aeoording tolhehr ability father lhaa be guided in 
thdr aetkM b5 tte neoonielM of otea. 
' In answer tb ^ petition, Phelps wai lefeixad to General 
Heath. Ileath immediately wrote to the Ooonoil, that he had 
no power ' to issue arms to any other than Ihe Continental 
'troops," but at the same time a^skcd tlio question whether a 
number of nr!ii3 put into the hands of the Vcmionters, woidd 
not answer a \ aiuablc purpoee. In reply to this question, which 
COmpritjQd the substauce of I'liclps's petition, the Council order- 
ed the Board < ! AVar to deliver to Abel Mai-bh, and Charles 
Pheli^^- tliree hundred fire anns, on condiliun that they should 
pay or give security for them, and engage to distribute them 
among ^e inhabitants of the ^ew Hampshire Grants. On the 
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same conditioM, the Board of War were fiuther directed to 
fomieli Phelps with one hundred and fifty pofunds of powder, 
three hnndred pomids of leed, and four hundred and fifty flintB, 
to be difltiibated among thoee penona who fihould reoeiye 
arms.* 

Nor were lihe people of Onmberiand eoiintf, thenttelvea 
inactive. All who were not incapacitated by extreme yon6i, 
old age or infirmity, were formed into gnard eoropaniee and 
soonting parties, and were stationed at tiie points and along the 
roads by which it was supposed the enemy wonld adyanee. 
But as preparations went on, fear increased. Joel Hatthewa 
of Hertford, lumng heard, on the 19th of July, that the forcea 
of Burgoyne were at Rutland, and that Ihey intended to 
advance on Number Four, and send forward a detachment to 
the Coos country lyinsr north of Newbury, ordered ont the 
iiiilitiiL inider his couiiiiand, and sent word to Col. Joseph 
Marsh, that although he should await his orders, he should yet 
march wliatever men he might be able to raise, to oppose the 
enemv. Tliis information having: reached Bezaleel Woodwai*d 
at Hanover in New Hampshire, on a Saturday near midni«»ht^ 
lie immediately endeavored to disseminate it among the QfiiceiB 
and pokliers of tlie state by expresses. 

One appeal for aid, written by him at this critical moment, 
concluded with these words : " As you regard the safety of this 
frontier, for God's sake, pray come forward without delay." 
As the impression became more prevalent, that the enemy 
were adyancing to scour tho banks of the Connecticut, the 
terror of the inhabitants increased. In one day, from the 
thinly settled towns of Stratford and Thetford, thirty men 
deserted and went over to the enemy. By this cowardly act, 
twen^ families, and over fonr hnndred cattle and sheep, were 
deprired of protection. By the kindness of the people of Lyme, 
they were, however, conveyed across the river, and made com- 
fortable by shelter and secority. On the 31st, Qea, Bayley 
advised, that the militia of the county shoald march to Otter 
creek. If they shall do so, said he, ^we will operate witii 
them— otherwise five hundred men will not be able to guard 
' Connecticnt river.** 

By the time the enemy's foreea had arrived wHfain thirty- 
four miles of tiie CTonnecticnt, the eonstemation had become 

* Revolution Comioil Papera, in office See. Btat«, Mm,, IIVI, if* OO-SS: Sd 
Mri«i» m6-im, 2S1 ; alM R«Toltttum Letter^ t. 107. 
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general. Many refused to take up arms in defence of their 
families aud fir^ides, and gome declared openly, their inten- 
tion of joining the British as soon as they shonld make their 
appearance. Nor were these fears without cause. Although 
Burgoyne had not at that time made known his intention of 
waging the coimtiy borderiog the Connecticut, still that such 
was his design, there was no room to doubt. In the instructiona, 
which, on the 9th of August, he issued to Lieut.-CoL Banm, 
this intention was fully proved. That he might trj the affec- 
tions of the country, disconcert the councils of the enemj) and 
ohtain large supplies of cattle^ hoxBeSy aud carriages}" he chaig^ 
ed the allied Hessian in these teima, ^ Yon afe to proceed 
from Battenki]! to AilingUm, and to take post there till the 
detachment of Proyincials under the command of Capt Shet^ 
wood shalljoin yon fiom the southward. Yon are then to pro- 
eeed to Manchester^ where you will agam take post, so as to 
sacure ^ pass of the mountains on the road from Ifanchester 
to Bockingham. IVcun thence \jLe, Manchester], you will 
detach the Indians and light troops to tlie northward, towards 
Otter creek. On their return, and also receiving intelligence 
Uiat no enemy is in force upon tiio C*»iiiu cticut river, you will 
proceed by the road over the moniituiub to liockingham, where 
Tou will take post. This will be the most difficnlt part of the 
expedition, and must be proceeded ii]»uii with caution, as you 
will have tlie defile of the mountaius beliind yon, which might 
make a retreat difficnlt You must therefore endeavor to be 
well informed of the force of the enemy's militia in the neigh- 
boring country. Should yon find it may l)e effected, you are 
to remain there, while the Indians and light troops are detach- 
ed up the river, and you ard afterwards to descend the rlTcr to 
Brattleborough, and &om that place by the quickest march, yon 
are to return by the great road to Albany." 

Such was the conne which the Britifili General had marked 
ont for the Hessian ColoneL B7 pnrsning it, Bnrgoyne hoped 
to replenish his diminishing stores, and to render the condition 
of his fovoea so ibrmidable as to enable him to obtain possessicm 
of Albany, and establish there the headquarters of his army, 
Bnt the result of the batde at Bemungton, not only changed the 
entire programme of his prooeedingp, bnt aronsed in the breasts 
cf the Americans feelings of hope — feelings to which they had 
been strangers during months of despondency and gloom. The 
yietory at Benuingtou, like that achieved at Trenton, was re- 
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ceived with exnltntinn througliout the whole Doiilic-ni cninitr}-. 
Men who had iong time been wavering between the smiles of 
royalty and the beggary of republicanism snatched eagerly at 
the honest rage of the latter, and spumed the giittering xobee 
of the former with unqualified determination.* 

Although evento oonnectod with the struggle in which the 
whole United States was intemted, T)nvr and ikm ooncentrated 
the feelings a&d actions of the people of Vermont^ and M them 
to forget, for a season, the differenoee oooatloiied by the confliet 
of jnriedietioftt, etUl the ceBaatkm from internal discord wm 
imfy tempomy, and the paitiwia of New T^k and Yenuoat 
nraally retoned to fheir former poeltioitt) atreagtlmied in fle 
BTipport of iheir dkfTerent ptindplei hj llie rapite fliey W en* 
joyed* Hhe fiiTOven of tibe nevatate, supported only, it Sb tree, 
hy an iiifimt gpironiBenty fell tbal tliey could on that 
goremment asBiatanoe and be sue of reoetring eaoh aid at 
it eonld afford. Tbe enppoitera of the jnmdietion of New 
York, on the contrary, were uncertain whetier an active opposi- 
tion to Vermont would be sustained by thoge to whom they owed 
allegiance. In Cumberland cuiuity, committees of satVfy iui»l 
been formed under the superintendence of the lending men of 
the new state. The committees of a similar name wlio had 
been responsible to New York for their proceedings, w< re r.< w 
almost wholly disregarded. The power of the Vermont cuui- 
mittecs was far in the ascendant, Tlioj it was ^^'ho decided the 
ditferences which were continually arising between man and 
man, and settled disputes which, if courts of law had been then 
established, would have been there determined. By them the 
citizens were detailed as gnarde, or excused from military duty. 
In their estimation, the favorerB of Nevr Torky who redded in 
Vermont, were bnt Httie better liian enemfee le Ameiican 
liberty. From men of thia daae they wonld freqneolly extort 
no inoonaiderable siims of money for the anpport of fforemment, 
Hueatening iliem, intaae of refiual, with bonds^ or inqirim* 
meat in the jail at Korthampton. Leviee urm often made by 
I3iem ibr the maintenance <^the mSlltla, and tliose iflio raAHod 
to senre aa aoldiera were oomi»eHedy wheiHier aekno^rledging the 
aalJioriiyof Kew Yotk or Yennont, to pay for tlie enpport of 
a certain nnmber of men and horses for a specified time. In 
lUs manner the Vermont comnutteoa of safeQr were enabled to 

* MS. letters and documeuta ia offioe S«e. Stale Ti 
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maant-ain the aothority 'of yomig state, and in mn^ of the 
tovna iaComberiand etaoBij to bold in ebeok the diaoontented 
and rebeOioiiB Tctfcem. 

Ab the reanltol the fimt etato eileedoa held in "Sem Tork^ 
George C9intQawa% on the dOth of Jnlj, eieeted Goveinor. 
Soott after thia erent, the questioo ame whether the iniUtia of 
0«niberieod,GloiioeBtar,andGBfaAilotteeoiiBti^ ' 
on to lender idd to that state. The Goremor was in donbt as 
to the oonne he should panne* He was not acquainted with 
the names of the offieers in command, nor did he expect, if 
orders were issued, that they would be obeyed. On the other 
hand, he kiiew that ii he should neglect to notice these eountiefi 
on this occasion, when he was calling on every other couiity in 
tlie state for a proportion of their militia, tlio ovei'sight would 
not only be Tiiarked, but would tend to^ strengthen tlie Ver- 
monters in carrying furwai'd their project of a new state. For 
the^e reasons, on tlio 13th of August, he ordered all the coun- 
ties in the statu, tlnj&e on tlie Xew Hampshire Grants included, 
not only to make returns of tliu j^resent state of their militia, 
but also to fuminli their quota of men to join the nortliern army. 
Although no attention was paid to this requisition by the three 
comities, yet this disobedience did not prevent the exercise of 
humane foeUngaon the part of New York. When a few weeks 
later it beeame known that the inhabitants of the northern coun- 
ties were suffering ftom a want of salt, the subject was referred 
to the Legislature, and means were taken to supply them with 
a suffioient quantity of this article so necessaiy to health and 
4nibBi8t6nGe* 

Notwithstanding the opposition thej enoonntered, the com- 
mittee of salbt|7 in. Cumberland count/ who derived their 
powers from Kew York^ met occasionally, and strove to exert 
the little Influence left them^ for the good of the state whose 
interssta they rapressnted. On assemblmg on the Sid of Sep- 
tember, there were present delegates from six towns only, la 
the abaenice of Oapt James C3ay, the chaiiman, the meeting waa 
called to order by Sunon Stevens,, the derk. After long 
debate an adjournment until the following day was ordered. 
But tills measure did not avail to increase the attendance. Soon 
after iisscmbling on the morning of the 3d, a motion was made 
to send some suitable person" to the xS ew York Legislature to 
g!ve infonnatiou of the conduct of the "pretended council" 
aiid the "pretended committees" of Vermont. The muUuu 

20 
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being lost, the 




Tneeday in November. In less than an hour after the adjourn- 
ment, Gapt Clay appeared, attended hj Obadiah Wells of 
BratUeborongh. The members of the committee who had not 
as yet left town, together with those who had just arrived^ 
again assembled, and yoted to send Clay to Kew York for the 
pnrpose of representing the difficulties of llie county, and seek- 
ing some method of xeUef. The credentials which he reeeived 
with his appointment were signed by Simon Sterens, Hilldah 
Qront, Michael Gilson, Obadiali WellB, and Eleaser Patterson. 
At the same time Deacon Jdm Sessions of Westminster, a 
anpporter of the jurisdiction of New Yoi^k, wrote to the con- 
Ten tion of that state, of which he had until of late been a 
meiiiber, in truly scrijitural phrase, an account of the incon- 
veniences to which he was Bubjectcd because of his opinions. 
"My opposition," said he, "lui^ rendered my situation some- 
wiiat unhappy at present, hut I trust I shall find the old maxim 
tnie in the end, that h()nL\->tj is tlie best policy. I have been a 
sort of Micaiah in tlie affair, and I believe many would be cflad 
I were in the house of Jonathan,* and I have reason to expect 
this will be my fate if something is not done veTj Boon."f 

Having been successful in obtaininr^ arms and ammunition 
fi-ora Massachusetts, to be distributed among the people residmg 
on that portion of the "Grants" which border tiie western 
banks of the Ck>nnecticut, Charles Phelps now turned his 
attention towards the accomplishment of a project which, had 
it resulted according to his wishes, would have rendered the 
condition of the inhabitants of Cumberland county far more 
precarious than ever before it had been. On tlie 27th of 
October he presented a memorial to the Council of Massachu- 
setts, ^ in b^alf of the sacred rights" of that state, and for the 
purpose of securiog to her the control and disposal of fiify 
townships situated in the south-eastern part of Yermont. * In 
defence of his position, he asserted that Massachusetts had 
purchased of the Indians the territory in question, which had 
been afterwards laid out into townships, and had taken of them 
the necessary deeds and conveyances signed and sealed by their 
chiefs and sachems j tliat these transactions had taken place 

* 1 Kings, chap. xzU. tu. 7-28. 1 SmmicI, thup, lAw, 

f Miscellntieous Pupera in office Sec State N. Y., rxxvii. 461 ; al*o Pap«r« 
r^'lrtting to the Vermont Controversy, pp. 4, 5. Pingry MSSw Joonul N, Y, F^OT. 
€oog , I 1021, 1039, 1059. Doe. Uist. N. Y., ir. 94S-951. 
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while Belcher was Govenior of Massachusettfi ; that the neces- 
saiy agreements had been entered into at Fort Dummer ; that 
the papers drawn on the occasion had been placed in the pro- 
vincial Conrt-hooBe at Boston, and had been destroyed when 
that bnikUng with its contents was burned on the 9th of 
December, 1747. He denounced as nnjnst the conduct of 
Qfoal Britain in assigning to New York lands which belonged 
to Maasachnsetts, and did not scrapie to blame New York, the 
state from which he had received so mtaij &voib, and to which 
he owed allegiance^ for endeayoring to retain possession of ter- 
litoiy which bad been daimed for Massachasetfs by the 
"rightfol, just} and most solemn resolyes" of her Gknersl ConrL 
Inasmnch as manuscript testimony was ont of the question, 
Fhelps proposed that CM. Israel Williams of Hatfidd, the onlj 
nDTiying witness to the transactions referred to, should be 
requegted to make affidavit to such facts as he nii^ht remem- 
ber bearing upon the case under conbidoration, aud tiiat Alas- 
&acliu>etta should purchase of John Moffatt of Boston, the 
if 'urnolo and records of that colony then in his possession. In 
answer to this memorial, the Council, on the 29th of October, 
voted to take the depo:?ition of Col. Williams, to be used as 
evidence of the treaty consuniniated at Fort Dummer between 
the years 1725 and 1730, the proofs of which had been after- 
wards destroyed. Two years later the General Court declared 
that the state of Massachusetts had a clear and indisputable 
right" to the sonthem part of Vermont, but when, in the jear 
ITSO, the subject was brought before Congreas, the General 
Court decided that the claim was an " infringement on the rights 
of Yennont," and reftoed to prosecnte it further.* 

* SerodttUon CovmcU Papery in office Sea. State Mm&, 1777* iv. S77. 
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Hie first General Aissemblj of Vermont — ^Meeting of the friends of New York at 
BnMleborough— Got. GUnton's IVoelnutioar- Iti fu & ^ v a A PmM ag«ail 
A* G«?«niiiMBt nT Yanont— OMw L«ltor tai Um PtaMun^ Omwlm 

«t Brftttleboroogh— First IfMliligof the L^isUtnreof YermoDt — GoL Thomaa 

Chittemlcn elected Governor — Opposition of t>if» Xew York Adherents to the 
Oov»^rnnifnt of Vermont — I>i8turbance at iJallfiix — Robbery of Powdtr and 
Lettd at iiiasdale — Simon BteTens's friendship to Vermont — X>etter from Mieah 
IbwuMid and XioMl Snitk to Q«t. CliutoBF-Oliataili reply^Pdctiah ntdhTs 
htltUit io GSntoiH-GliDtoii to Bikli— GUntoa to Gonveroeiir Iforria — ClinUm 
to Henry Laorona "Yorkere," " Vermonters," "Nentrals'* — Officers chcwen 
both >>y Vermont and New York — Union with Npw HorapBhire diswoh od — An 
attempt to connect Vermont with New Hanip*hire— Arrest of Uiikiah Grout, a 
New York Justice of Peace, by the authority of Yoniuiot — ^llis Trials befotre 
variolu C< wu ti A Ooaviotioo. for DduuHao, 

Wees the delegates fW>m tiie different towns in Yennont wlio 
had aesemhled at Windsor in convention, on the Sd of Jnlj, 
1777, Beparated on account of the evacuation of Ticonderoga, 

and the progress of the enemy under BurnT)yne, they liad 
intended to pu1)li8h without dtlay, tlie constitution the\' had 
adopted, and thur, enable the people to hold, in the month of 
December following, an election of representatives to coiiipi>se 
the General Afitenibly. Owing to the unsettled condition of 
the times, the constitution wn« not printed in sen^ot: to allow 
of the accomplishment of this object Another general con- 
vention was therefore called by the council of safety. Tlie 
meeting was held at Windsor on the 54th of December, the 
constitution was revised, and effectual means were taken to set 
the nincliiucrj" of government in full operation. On tlie 6th of 
February, 1778, the council of safety distributed among the 
inhabitants of the different towns in the state, copies of the new 
constitution. Tho election of reprceentatives took place on the 
3d of March following, and on the 12th of the same month, the 
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int senioii of the General AesemMy of the state of Yennoiit 
was held at Windsor. Die neeeanuj etete offieem were eooii 
after eleeted, and Vermont presented the novel ^»eotaeile of a 
free gorenmient^ wholly Independent of GongreoB, and yet 
engaged in tiie same atraggle againat the power of Graat 
Britain, which interested the men, and employed the money of 
the thirteen United States.* 

While the leaders of the new state were thna engaged in 
perfeoting their plans, a number of the inhabitants of Cumber- 
land connty who owed allegiance to New York, assembled at 
Brattleborongh on the 28th of January, and prepared a petitiou 
addressed to the Legislatnre of the latter state. In tliis paper 
they stated that they had been infornu d on credi])le authority," 
that the convention of the "prctoiided state of Vermont" had 
pp<»hihited the exercise of all authuiity derived from New York j 
lia<l made laws to bind the inhabitants of Cumberland county; 
and li«id lately adopted a conetitntion under which state and 
other othcers were poon to be elected. From thti evik which 
threatened them iu this qnnrter, they prayed to bo defended. 
More fully to express their views, they appoiated James Clay 
their agent at the New York Legislature. 

In answer to their petition and others similar, the subject, of 
the contaroversy between New York and Vermont was taken 
ap in the Senate and Assembly of the former state, and resolu- 
tions were passed, on the 21st of February, oontaining snoh 
OTOtnres to the disaffected inhabitants of the northern counties, 
ss were deemed compatible with the dignily of New York as a 
state, and with the welfare of those with whom a reconciliation 
was desired. These resolntionB were embodied in a proclama- 
tion, which was issued on the d8d, under the signatore of Go- 
vernor Clinton. Its closing paragraph was in these words. 
'^The several branches of the Legislators of the state of New 
York win conenr in the neceBsary measures for protecting the 
loyal inhabitants of this state, residing in the ooonties of Albany, 
Charlotte, Cumberland, and Gloucester, in their persons and 
estates, and for compelling all persons, residing within this 
state, and refusing obedience to the government and Legitilature 
thereof, tn yield that o])odience and allegiance, which, by law 
and f>f right, they owe to this state." Prom])t and energetic 
action, it was supposed, was to follow a declaration like tliis, 

■ 8laa«'t Vt Stote PApcn, pp. 80« SL 
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but snbseqnent events showed that the goyenimeiit of New 
Tozk, although skilled in the use of fiim language, watf not 

prepared to support its words by its acta.* 

To the New York adhefeftts leatdent in Yeimonti ibk pro- 
damatlon was most welcome. On its reception at Halilkz oa 
the 10th of JCarchi ftdy-siz of the principal mhabitanta of that 
town joined in an address of thanks tDCtoVemor Giinton» and to 
the Senate and Assembly, ^ for the salutaiy measnres taken for 
settling the peace and nnity" of the northern eonnties^ ^ Not- 
withstanding the nneasinesB of many disaffected persons," said 
they, " we do freely comply with the terms of said proclama- 
tion, and rejoice to find such pacific sentiments therein con- 
tained ; not in the least doubting but on suitable application, we 
may have redress of all errievances." In the lew towns in the 
county where the sympathies of the inluil itants were consonant 
with the sympathies of the })eople of Halifax, the proclanuuion 
was regarded witk biiuilar fei'lintrs. It was I'nr tlii.s reason that 
Governor Clinton was infoniud that his address had been 
" jiriHiuctive of some ito-kJ,'' iu spite of "the many unmanly 
ai'tiliees made use of by tlie Now State's men to prevent it." 
In order to exert a favorable iniluence ujx^n the gubernatorial 
election which was soon to be held in the state of New York, 
and also in such towns upon the Grants" in which there waa 
a prospect of obtaining New York votes, care had been taken to 
distribute this proclamation as widely as possible before that 
event The effect on the election waa far otherwise than had 
been anticipated. In some towns a very small vote was polled, 
and in others there was no voting. The proclamation waa 
generally regarded as an nnfortunate piodnction, whose pro* 
visions would by no means suit the temper of the mass of the 
people. In some towns it was publicly bumedf 

'Hie dispute between Kew York and Termont having now 
assnmed a definite shape, the people of Brattleboron^ at onoe 
evinced a decided preference towards the jurisdiction of the 
former state. At the annual meeting of the town, held on the 
dd of March, they resolved unanimously to send a protest to 
the iLssembly of liie pretended state," denouncing liie con- 
duct of that body in disavowing allegiance to New York, as an 
act tending to disunite the friends of America iu the present 

• Pkpen fditing to Yi CoaHmenf, in oIBm Bml State N. Y.» p. 9. 8hide*t 
Vt State Pepen, pp. 8ft-84. Doe. Hist 5. T., Ir. 951-956. 
f Geexge Clinton Pnpen in N. Y. State lA., toL iv. doce. 1161, IISL 
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important contest wiih GreatBritain." DedriDg to add weight 
to tide intended protest, they appointed Benjamin Butterfield, 
Samuel Knight, Israel Smith, James Blakslee, and Micah 
Townsend) a committee to confer with the diffcrout town c« 'in- 

mitteee in the county, and ascertain who among them were 
inclined to bear testimony against the " unjustiliable proceed- 
ings" of Yennont. Jitters were accordingly sent by the cen- 
tral committee, on the 4th of March, both to those who were 
known, and to those who were supposed to entertain friendly 
feelings t<.^\ urda New York. "We call upon you in the most 
earnest manner," said the cfujimittee in their circulars, "as yon 
Talne the blessings (^f u<K>d order and just government, to nnito 
with U8 in concertina: and executing such measures as will bo 
most efficacious lor procuring those blessings, and frustrating 
the designs of those who are opj^osed to them." A request 
wa*^ at the same time made, that the towns would send com- 
mittees to confer with the central committee, and a meetiiigi to 
be held on the 18th, was called at the hoiue of Gapt. Seigeants 
in Brattleborough. 

Uelegates from BeToral towns asBembled at the appointed 
time, bat of their proceedings no record hae been preserved. 
It is iknown, howe^eri that the initiatory steps in the proposed 
moYement were then taken, and that proper persons were 
ehosen to draft sneh papers as were required. At an adjonmed 
meeting held at the same place, on the 15th of April, represent- 
ativea from Guilford, Bratftlehorongh, Ftitnej, New^fone| Hins- 
dale, and Boekingham, were in attendiance. The proposed pro- 
test which had been previonsly prepared, in accordance with 
the sentiments of the committees of the above towns, and of 
Westminster and Weathersfield also, was on this occasion pre- 
sented for adoption. It was in the form of an address, and was 
directed **To the gentlemen convened at Windsor, nnder the 
style of the (General Assembly of the state of Vermont" In 
it the ol)jectione to the formation of a new state were strongly 
put, and old urguments in a regenerated form, and new ones 
also, were urged in op|)0fiition to the plans of the patrons and 
citizens of Yermont In view of the princijdes adduced, the 
protesters announced their determination in tliese words: — 

We conceive Uiat endeavoring at present to establish a 
separate state here, is not only a violation of the Continental 
Union, but is impmdcnt, and to the hist degree imi)olitic and 
dangerous, tending in the present important crisis to weaken 
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the authority of the Continental Congress, disnnite the friends 
of America^ and stimulate a spirit of separatiofi and Beditioa 
which majend in the rain of the United Stales; and we esteem 
it not only our duty, bnt the dniy of all who are friends to the 
liberty of America, to bear open testimony against it Iherefore^ 
on behalf of ourselves and diose who delegated ns for that pnr-^ 
pose, we pnblidy dedare that as we haye not in any way assisted 
in, or consented to, the fonning of a separate and independent 
government^ we shall not consider onrBclves bonnd by any aets 
^ the Legislature thereof^ but shall, as in duty bound, conturae 
to yield our allegiance to the state of New Yofk, until other- 
wise directed by the Honorable the Continental Congress. And 
\vc do liercby solemnly protest a^jainst the right of any persons 
to govern uo uikI the other inliabiiunts of the New Hampshire 
Grants, except that of the Continental Congress and the Legis- 
lature of Kew 1 Ork, and against all measures which shall be 
used to enforce the pretended rights of any other per8(^n or 
body of men, and against all the bad conecqiiunceH wiiich may 
arise from attempting at present to optahlibh an independent 
government in the ' Grants' ])efore mentioned." 

Before separating, a letter was prepared and presorted tn tlie 
convention, expressive cf the iden^^ of tlinge who had joined ia 
the protest. As an epitome of their sentiments, and of tlie 
couise which thev wished to pnrsue, this document is now of 
especial value. At the time it was written, its composers were 
careful to make use of such language as would dignify the 
measures which they wished to publish and pursue. 

" As we are warmly interested in favour of American liberty,** 
said they, in the paper referred to, we cannot view with un* 
conoera, or remam silent spectators of, the present disorderly 
attempt to separate the New Hampshire Grants from the thir- 
teen United States — a measure directly tending, in our opinion, 
to weaken the opposition made by the continent to its European 
oppresBOXB, and introduce the utmost confhsion, at a time when 
good order and unanimily are essentially neeessaiy. 

"The final adjudication of the King of Great Britain in privy 
Council (the only j^roper court which could then determine 
matters of this nature), that this territory was within tlie juris- 
diction of New York; our peaceable acquiescence in that 
judgment; and representation in Continental Congress an*l the 
Convention of Xew York, botli brt >re and since the Declaration 
of Independence, are undoubted prootis that our allegiance is 
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justly due to the state of Now York, tintfl Congress shall other- 
wise determine. The rcsolTitions of CoDgrem of the 30th Juno 
last, and the articles of coiifeder?\Hnii, are convincing to us that 
that honoural)le body dieapprovea of a measure 80 extraordinary. 
Tlic prcBcnt government of New York o^^gaging to remove such 
grievances as we reallj laboured Qnder, fKm the iniquity and 
bad policy of our former goTeracars, we hope will quiet the 
complatnte arieiiig from those grienmees. The confiiaioii that 
erecting a new state^ without the consent of Congrees^ has al- 
ready, and will more abnndantly, introdnce; the present in- 
ability of the people to support a separate govemmenty howeyer 
fingally the public moneys are managed ; and the great, veiy 
great scarcity of men properly qualified to make and put in 
execution a wise aystem of laws, plainly demonstrate to us 
the wretched policy of so extraordinary an attempt at this 
time. 

^"We haye therefore agreed upon, and shall forward to fhe 
Assembly of the pretended stale of Yennont, a protest against 
erecting the ' Grants' into an independent government in the 
present time, and aleo one copy thereof to his Excellency 
Governor Clinton, and another to tlie press for publication, that 
the world may know our disapprobation of tlie present irregu- 
lar proceedings. 

We think it the duty of every friend to tho independence 
of Aiiienca, inore especially in tlie * Grants,' to use their most 
strenuous etibrts to suppress or check this offsi)ring of anarchy 
in its infancy. And as preserving unaTn'Tuity amongst the 
number who choose not to assist in dividing the continent, in 
this momentous crisis, may have a tendency to answer that end, 
and is essentially necessary as well for the public good as for 
the security of their pei-sr>n9 imd property, we beg leave to re- 
commend to you, to elect a committee, in such time that they 
may meet at Capt. Sergent's in Brattleborough, on the 80th 
day of June next, at eleven o'clock in the forenoon, to exist for 
six months ; to authorize them to consent to such measures as 
they shall think most likely to restore to this divided county 
internal tranquillity, and submission to the just and necessyy 
authority of those who, by order of Congress, are regularly ap- 
pointed to rule oyer tis; from time to time to transmit to the 
government of New York, accounts of all such matters as may 
be material for them to be acquainted with; and to take such 
steps as they think best for relieying those who may snffer in 
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tbeir persona or properties "bj any aathorily pretended to be 
derived from the etate of Yennont"* 

By a special resolution, copies of this letter were signed by 
Thomas Cnder, the chairman of the conyention, and were sent 
to those towns in the connty whose representatiyes had already 
signod, or had expressed a willingness to sign, the protest whicli 
lui i that day been adopted. Copies were also seot to those 
towns ill \s liich tliere were a respectable minority who were 
opposed to the new state, and all who favored the protest were 
invited to send delegates to the convention to be held on the 
30th of June following. Whether this convention ever met, or, 
if they did meet, whether their previous efforts resnlted in gnch 
an organization as they desired, docs not a])pear. Succeeding 
events show, however, that tlie principle of opposition to the 
new state waa of sufficient weight to carry out in action, t< > a cer- 
tain extent, what had been prop<>sed in council. The adlierentg 
of New York did not fail to support their views, even when the 
sword and tiie bayonet were employed to compel them to yield 
obedience to the laws which had been enacted by Yermontf 

The representatiyes who had been elected by the General 
Assembly of Vermont met at Windsor on the 12di of March^ 
and formed themselves into a Honse. Their names were not 
entered on the journals of that session, bnt it is certain that of 
the fifty or more who were present, twent^^three were represent- 
atiyes from nineteen towns in Onmberland connty. Agreeable 
to the constitation of the state, a committee were chosen to 
oonnt the votes of tlie people, and as the resnlt Ool Thomas 
Chittenden was dedared (Governor. At the same time Joseph 
Marsh was elected Deputy Governor, and OoL Ira Allen State 
Treasnrer. Twelve OonnciUors were also chosen, and were 
formed into a body known as the OonnciL The relation which 

* Wlien, on the 27th of Miy IbDowing, a eopy of tiie proteit furw m .!.^d to 
Governor Clinton by Micah Townsend and Israel Smith, a copy of t)m circuliir 
letter also sent, accompanied hy the following notice: " We al?o enclose a 
copy of a ciroolar letter sent by the convention to iteveral towns in this county, 
rMommendiiig the didkeof oammittMa ; the principal design of irliioh we appre- 
hend ia to preeerre union emonget the fUenda of New Yoik etote^ and eneble 
them to act with unenhaNy aa occasions offer, for inereasiqg the munber of 
the friends of Now York government, and with expedition to carry into execn- 
tion BUch directions as they may receive from your Excelienoy."— Geoi^ge OlintQU 
Papers, in N. Y. SUite Lib , toL v. doc. 1487. 

f Prakeet of towna In Ciunberlead ooiinty. MSL Letter from BmtHeboroagh 
eonyentaon. MS. Letter from select oommittae. FSngrj MBS. Oeotge Gfinioo 
Fapei% in K. T. Sleto Lib., voL ir. doa ISSS. 
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tiie Gonncil bore to the General Aflsembly was the aame as that 
which the upper house bean to the lower house in deUbentiTe 
bodies as they are now constitnted in the United States. The less 
important offices were filled as the performance of minor duties 
became necessary. Dnring the session many general laws were 
passed for the regulation of the aflairs of the state. All the 
land lying between the Green mountains and Connecticut river, 
including the whole of Cumberland and (xloiieester counties, 
was, on the 17th of Miiicii, erected into a county, and wm 
callc»d Unity. Unity county wais divided, for the sake of facili- 
tating iniliiia urrun»ccment8, into tliree regimental districts, and, 
fur the sake of faciHtating judicial and legal proceedings, into 
fonr j)r<,»l)ate districts. The vote by which the name Unity had 
h^eu given to the consolidated counties was reconsidered on 
the 21st, and the name Ciiiiiljerland vrm substituted. The 
enlarged county of Cumberland was, on the 24rth, divided into 
two shir^, the old division lines of the former counties being 
adopted as the bounds of separation. The upper shire was 
called l^ewbory, and the lower Westminster. At the close of 
&e session a committee were chosen to transcribe such of the 
proceedings as were deemed of interest to the inhabitants, and 
furnish each town in the state with a copy. In order to increase 
the revenue of the state, and to punish those who were opposed 
to the new jurisdiction, a court of confiscation was, on the 26th, 
established by the Council. Col. Joseph Harsh, Qen, Jacob 
Bayley, Maj. Thomas Hordock, CoL Peter Olcott, Benjamin 
Emmons, Esq., Dr. Paul Sp< >oner, and Col. Benjamin Carpenter, 
were the members of this court, and to them power was given 
to confiscate and sell all ^ lands and estates" within Cumberland 
county which, upon sufficient evidence, should be adjudged for- 
feited. The Council during the same session appointed John' 
Hatch, Joshua Bayley, Ezra Sargent, and Darius Sessions, sur- 
veyors, and John Benjamin sheriff of the same county. 

During the spring troops were raised in Cumberland county 
for the use of the new state. Orders for making levies were 
issued by Governor Chittenden, and were obeyed by the officers 
acting in the Yermont service. But there were many on the 
Grants" who, altliono^h friends to American liberty, were 
imwiliing to advance that liberty by fightinL'" Mitli, or chiving 
aid to the stato of Vermont. The most ardent of these were 
enabled to act in accordance with their principles by taking 
commissions irom Kcw York, while others, equally as patriotic 
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but le8>; irapetuona, were content to contribute <»f tiieir substance 
to the bupport of tlie militia of that btute. It wa^ in this man- 
ner that the enmity of the New York adherents became t^vstema- 
tized. Tlicir opposition was a ponrce of continual alarm to the 
originators of the new state. Etiian Allen stigmatized them a» 
''New York malcontents," and when referring to tliem, declared 
as lie would of vermin, that they " infested" the country, and 
made earnest inquiry as to the method of treatment wliidi 
should be adopted towards them.* 

Kor did their opposition confine itseLf to words. Tliey not 
only denied the jurisdiction of the Yennont courts, but resisted 
the prec^ts, and refused to submit to the decisions, which 
emanated therefrom. In the town of Halijfox, Hnbbell WeU8» 
a jastice of the peace bj commission from Yermont, issned a 
warrant directing William Hill, a constable^ to arrest John 
Eirkley and his wife, Hannah, diarged with the perpetratiim 
of an assault and battery- in the highway, on the person of 
David Williams. In obedience to this order HiU arrested th« 
accused, returned the warrant, and, the parties in the ease 
haying been summoned, the court was opened. Hardly had the 
trial commenced, when Thomas Olark, Thomas Baker, Isaac 
Orr, Henry Henderson, Alexander Stuart, Jonathan Safford, 
Elijah Edwards, Pelatiah Fitch, and about sixteen others, 
inhabitants of Halifax, and subjects of New York, nibbed mto 
the court-room, iu ined witli bludgeons, and attempted to rescue 
the priboners. Failing in this, they brandit^bed their weapons^ 
over the head of tlie justice, called liim a Fconndrel, ba<le 
deiianri' t . the antliority of Yennont, and finally succeeded In 
brealvin^ up the court. xVcts of re?ietance like tbi? were the 
ar;;nnients that proved to the rulertj of Yermont tlie iiecef»«itT 
• of a(lo})ting the nin t strenuous measoros to support the power 
and dignity of the state. + 

"N't >t withstanding their enmity to the government of the new 
state, the supporters of the jurisdiction of New York who re- 
sided in Cumberland county, were pure-minded, patriotic Ame- 
ricans. Their unwillingness to unite with the people of Yermont 
against the British^ did not prevent them from oppoeing their 
country's foes in every practicable manner. In detecting the 
machinations of the Tories, none displayed greater activi^ than 

• Sldde « Tt state Pftpen, pp. 247, 260, 264, 266, 267. Ma OouMa B«oorda 
of Vt Various MSS. 
f MBl oomplaint of Williftm HUL 
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they. The vigilance wliich they manifeeted in tlie following 
instance, Jiiay bcrve as a slight illustration of their zeal. " On 
the 3d of May, tlie granary of Lieut. Samuel Stratton, of Hins- 
dale now Venion, was broken open daring the night, and the 
powder and lead belonging to the town^ and which had been 
stored there, was stolen. This event gave " great uneasiness" 
to the inhabitants of Hinsdale and the neighboring towns. Mea> 
anres were immediately taken, by placing guards in different 
parte of the vilkige, to obtain information conoeming the theft 
Ab a scouting party weie paaeing near the granaiy on the even- 
ing of the $th, thej discovered a man asleep at the foot of a 
hajratack, and secnzed him. On examination, he proved to be 
one Jonathan Wright, **a person inimical to the American 
cause." Elijah Elmer, an accomplice of Wright, was at the 
same time taken prisoner, but managed to escape from the 
hands of his captors. The flact of the arrest having been made 
known, OoL Eleazer Patterson, Capt Joseph Stebbins, Gapt. 
Orlando Bridgeman, Moses Howe, and Gad Wait, from die 
safety committee of Hinsdale, and Capt. Hezekiah Stowell, Jo- 
seph Elliott, and Heuiy Sherburne, from the safety connnittee 
of Guilford, all of them Bup}>orter8 of the jurisdiction of Xew 
York, aseemhled at Hinsdale on tlie Tth. Patterson having been 
oh<»ften cbMii-iii;iu and Sherburne clerk, the associated connnit- 
tees coHinienced an investigation of the circumstances connected 
with tlien^bbery. On the examination which tullnwed, Wright 
retnt^e<I to answer tlie interrogatories of the committee. Kuth 
Stratton, at first, intimated her suspicions that the }>riiioner had 
been lurking about lier fathers house from the fact of the disap- 
pearance of some articles of furniture, but finally declared that 
he had not been there since the preceding winter. Lieut. Strat- 
ton, in whnse charge the powder [uid lead had been deposited, 
testified to the fact of the robbery, but could give no further 
information. Several witnesses were then examined with a view 
to imj I'cnte the Lieutenant, but nothing satisfactory was elicited. 

Wlien the committee came together on the morning of the 
8th, Wriglit asked permission to give evidence in behaU* of the 
state. Ihis privilege was granted him on condition that he 
should prove in a satisfactoiy manner statements he should 
make. He then informed the committee, that in oompanj with 
Elijah Elmer, he had broken open the granaiy, taken fiience the 
powder and lead, carried them across Connecticut river ana 
concealed them among the bushes. He also informed the com* 
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mittee that John Stratton, a eon of the Lieutenant, was priTy to the 
robbery, and had depoBited the powder and lead ia tBe granary 
in such a manner as to render them easj of access and remoraL 
John Stratton, who had already been before the committoe, and 
bad then denied all knowledge of the affair, being re-called, 
pleaded ignorance as to the nature of an oath, admowledged 
tho tmih of the statements of Wright, begged ^ mercy of G^od," 
and imploied the forbearance of the committee. As Wri^t had 
escaped the' liability of punishment by hb confession, Stratton 
was alone obnoxions to the awards of justioe. In view of bis 
participation in the robbery as an acceesory before the fact, the 
committee roBolred that he shonld pay all the charges whidi 
had been hicurred by reason of the theft ; restore fourfold to the 
town of Hinsdale ; pay a fine of £100 to the state of New York ; 
be disarmed, and confined to the limits of his father's farm for 
the space of a year, provided his father yhoiilJ ^^iva a bond of 
£1000 to be forfeited in case he Bliould go, beyond the prescrib- 
ed bounds. Permission, however, was granti-d liim to attend 
pnblic WMi-^liip on Sunday, to be present at funerals, and to be 
al»i Tit tium the fann whenever, on "extraordinary occasiona," 
he fill' nkl ])rocure a pass from the committee of the town. 

An account of these proceedings was sent to Governor Clin- 
ton, and at the same time inquiries were made as to the manner 
in which similar offences should be punished in future. One 
paragraph, however, in the letter of the committee, showed that 
their conduct had not met with the approbation of the whole 
conmmnity. As we are under difficulty in these upper eonn- 
ties,'' wrote they, concerning the jurisdiction of government, 
and are under ilie censure of a set of factious and officious peo- 
ple, who are trying to cany the committee to Albany to be 
tried by the Supreme Court, and the abore-mentiond Stratton 
to be tried by a Court Kartial, which would prove f&tal for him 
and vesy troublesome for the committee, if your Excellency 
should think what the committee has done to be sufficient^ and 
according to true policy, then we pray for your concurrence." 
Whateyer may have been the reply of Gbvemor Clinton, no one 
can deny that the course pursued by the committee, though die 
tated by humanity, was y6t snbservient to the ends of justice.* 

While the favorers of the jurisdiction of New York, residing 
in Cumberland county, were tiiub stronuoua in. pnnigiiiag tlie 

* George Clinton Papon, in Y. State Lib., ycL IL doca. 490, 494. 
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enemies of the United States, thej were no less active in their 
endeaTors to resist eveiy infHngement of their rights, whether 
attempted hy open foes or fklse iHends. Simon Stevens of 
Springfield, who had formerly held oflBce under New York, had 
of late been appointed a Lieutenant-Colonel in the A'cnnont 
militia. Before he received his commission, or decided to ac- 
cept it when it should come, he wrote letters to several captains 
desiring them to raise their quota of men for the American ser- 
vice, and on heini^ questioned as to the state from which lie 
deriA'cd power, replied that he " did not think it best to be too 
critical in examininff hy what authority" soldiers \uere raided. 
Ho a1>^ declined signinii- the pr(*t( sf " against the pretended 
state of \'ermont," which had been adopted by the inhabitants 
of several towns, but gave as a reason, a prnmi^e he liad made 
not to act in favor of New York until the return of the agents 
whom "tlie Council of the new state were about sending to 
Congress." As to the shrievalty of Cumberland county, an 
office to which the government of New York were inclined to 
appoint him, he stated that he had concluded to write to the 
Assembly of that state, and provided they would engage to in- 
demnify him against any damage be might suffer, to accept it, 
but on no other terms. At the request of a number of the in- 
habitants of Brattleborough, these &CtB, which were known to 
Micah Townsend, of that place, were certified hy him and sent 
to Govemor Clinton, on the 27th of M&j. Acoompanying this 
statement was another addressed to the GoTomor and Council 
of Appointment^ and signed in porsuanoe of a unanimous order 
of the people of Brattleborough in town meeting assembled, hy 
Samuel Waniner, the moderator. In this the dedarations d 
Townaend were upheld, and tbe appointment of Steyens as 
dieriff was represented as an act wbich, if consnmniatod, would 
deprive Uie people of their privilege of electing representatives 
to the Assembly for the ensuing year. Major Hillriah Grout 
was recommended as a proper person for this office, and acqui- 
escence in the reconmiendation was expressed by the committee 
of liinsdaie.* 

• Id A klttr writtMi to QotifBor OliiitoB by Maliali Utah, diiinuHi of <h# 

committee of Cumberland county, dated July lil^ 1798, occurs thii p«nigraph, 
whirh rrmrlr!" thp Hontimf'nt? of the Vermont R<lher«Titii t^iwRrf!<i Oront, ftn(1 whowe 
on what ground his nomination waa not recoinmemie<i by the committee of Cum- 
berland county. ^ The reason of M^or Grout's not being recommended to your 
bedlency for fb* dwiovaltj ii, that m lh« ilMtioo waa not likely to ba bdd ai 
aaoft aa woa aiipaatad wbaa he vaa Moommaidad bj Am town ofBmttlaboroiii^ 
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By a vote of the conyention of Committees whiob was bold 
at Brattleborough in the previous month, Micah To^^nsend and 
Israel ftmith bad been directed to send one copy of the protesfc 
wbicb was dm drafted ^to the praas at Hartford in Gonneoti- 
eaty" one " to the Assemblj of the pretended state of Yenoaai^ 
and another to Goyenior ClintoiL In making the last tiansmia- 
aion oa the 27th of Kay, they informed his Excelleney tbat snb- 
mkeion to the new state had not been as cheerfolly accorded aa 
had been desired by its adTooates; that in that eectioin of the 
eovnty no soldiers had been enlisted lor the oompletkii of OoL 
Warner's cegiment, not eyen in those towns in which were to 
be found the warmest advocates for a new state that thia 
conduct was explainable by the fact that the people did not 
deem it proper to obey their rulers, wlieu obediciicc was 
incouvenient ; that the number of those who had taken the 
oath required by the constitutit Mi of Vermont previous to voting 
at electioD, \vap in Cumberland connty small, and throughout 
the "Grants" iucunsidernble when compared with the popula- 
tion. Keferring to the opinioiib entei'tained of the continuance 
and stability of Vermont as a separate and independent govern- 
ment, tliey remarked : It is witli real concern we are able to 
acquaint your Excellency tJiat it is too general a topic of con- 
yeisatioa among the enemies of New York state, that they will 
maintain their new stote^even if Congress should be opposed to 
it| because they had as good a right to declare themselves ind^ 
pendent of New York, as the Congress had of Great Britain. 
To what lengths this doctrine will lead them may easily be seen. 
It appears abeolntely neoessaQT to the friends of New York 
state in this part of the country, that Congress should, in an 
caqplieit manner, reoommend to these pe<^^ to yield their all^ 
glance to the state of New York, before thej baye time to 
reason themselyes oat of their senses. If it is not done soon, it 
will perhaps be omitted till none of them will pay any regard 
to the reeommendatioins of Congress. Beeides, as we are not 
likely to be taponbled this summer with any considerable body 
of British troops, it seems to be the most ihyonrable seascm for 
settling internal tranqnUlity, and enabling this extensiye part 
of the conntij to act in the common cause with yigonr and 

and M be by his situation is mucb expo»ed to iIl-trMtinent from the Vww Stated 

Men. he hns chwen to «1 cl?ne serving in thnt office at present, «e<»in;? it ciinnot b« 
of di.<«ervioc to the state of Sevr Tork." — George Clinton Pftpen^ in S, T. State 
lib. voL y. doo. 166fi. 
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tmanimitj, wiien the drcmngtaiices of tbia oontineiit may re- 
quire it,'** 

To the geatlemen who had addreeeed him this commimica- 
tioD) Goyemor Ouiton v^Ued on the 8d of June, in a man- 
ner which proved his hearty aisqaioscence la their determi- 
nation to uphold £be authority of New Yozk. ^ It is with plea- 
tore," he wrote, ^'I find that a considerable number of the 
inhabitants on the ' Grants' are so attentiye to the dictates of 
. lesson and justice, and possessed of so muchapirit as publicly 
to oppose the ridiculous and destructiye sehemes of erecting 
those lands into an independent state. I was in hopes that in 
consequence of the generous and equitable terms held out in 
mj late proclamation, the whole country, whatever injuries 
they might have received from tlio former, would be convinced 
that the present govenimciit wa.-- •li^posed to do them aiiii»io 
justice, iind conse(ineiitly tliat they would again have xickuow- 
ledged its jurisdiction. 

" What will be the event of this affair, it will be iinjH>ssible 
for me to preeage; yet as tlie Legislature ap]>ear to nu' cqnally 
determined * to decide every case respecting the controverted 
land? according to justice and cqnitv witliont ndborino; to the 
strict rules of law,' and to assert and maintain their authority 
over them at all events, I may yeuturo to declare, that should 
these imprudent people still persist in their ill-judged and un- 
justifiable measures, that tlie consequonoee will be serious and 
melancholyy and to them particularly ruinous and destructive.'^ 

To increase the power of the jurisdiction of New York, and 
fecilitate the administration of justice, he recommended the 
preparation of a list of the names of tiiose capable of filling 
dril and military stations in the county. He urged them to 
QBe die ^ utmost candour and impartiality'' in their selection, and 
to propose no persons except " in consequence of their merit and 
abHities.'' The list which the j should send he promised to pre- 
sent to the Cooncil of Appointment for their approval. While 
ha assured them that he diould bring before the LegisUture at 
fheur next session, the papers which he had received relative to 
the immediate results of ihe controversy, he also informed them 
that the shortness of the session would scarcely allow the die- 
cussion of that subject When the new Legislature should 
coavene in the faU, he expressed a hope that they would be 

* Qwrgt Clinton fapen in H. Sute Lib., toL v. docs. 14^5, H36, 1437. 
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able to attend to the settlement of the affain of the itate^ with* 
uttt prejadlce to the cause of America, and adopt measoros 
Tchich diottld compel obedience to (he Uiwb of New York. ^ In 
the mean time,** said he, let me recommend it to yon, and 
cveiy other person attached to this state, to penist in jonr op- 
position, and upon every occasion to bear your testimooj agamst 
those nnwanantable proceedings.'** 

Copies of this letter were forfhwith sent to ereiy town ef 
note in Cumberland county, and in consequence of the recom- 
mendations which it contained, tlie committees of Brattle- 
borough and Ciiiilford were authorized to prepare a list of 
iioiiiiuations, civil and military, for the assistance of the Council 
of Appointment. In his letter to Governor Clinton enclc^iiig 
tlie result of their delibeniUuns, Pelatiah Fitch, the chairman 
of the committees, remarked upon tlio diJiiculties which had 
attended tlie selection of })ropcr perrJOTis, owing nc»t only to the 
existence of three parties in the county — " Yorkers." " Ver- 
monters," and "Neutrals" — but also to the fact that a number 
of the prominent friends of New York had been drafted, by 
Vermont autliority, to serve in C^^l. Warner's regiment He 
also informed the Goyenior, that the officers of Yennont were 
then engaged in many towns in settling the valuation of pep> 
sonal estates for the pnrpose of levying a tax, and that they 
were in general strennons in maintaining the government of 
Vermont He signified his intention of obtaining a retain of 
the inhabitants of the towns represented by the committees of 
which he was chairman, togethw with snch information as he 
could gather tonching their views respecting the new state ; 
returned sincere thanks^ for the proclamation of Febmaiy 
23d, ''and for the salntaiy measures taken for restoring peace 
and internal tranquility and expressed his fears> should an 
attempt be made to hold a court under the authority of the 
state of Kew York before an express resolution on the subject 
was obtained from Congress, that force would be used to pre- 
vent the session. " In this critical situation," wrote he, " wlien 
their persons and properties are exposed to the lawless in\ asiun 
of a rude rabble, or the exas])erated leaders of an imperfect, 
unsettled govcminent, except violence sliould be opposed to 
%'iulence, the friends of New Y(»rk state cannot but most ar- 
deuly wish that CJongress would immediately interfere in the 

• 0«oise GUntoQ Papen. in K. Y. State Lib^ ToLT.diM.liSi. 
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most direct manner and settle thk intenial contest. The inte- 
rest of the state o( Xew York aUo calls loudly for a t^peedy end's 
being put to the present dispute, as tiie authorities of Vermont 
have very lately confiscated and sold several valuable estates, 
and donbtlcss will continue the practice as long as tlieir neces- 
sities require it, and they can find any, the least pretence for so 
doing. We therefore most earnestly entreat your Excellency 
to press Congress for a speedy determinatioa of the matter, and 
in the mean time^ to direct ns in what maimer to conduct our* 
selves."* 

Ill reply to Mr. Fitch, Governor Clinton informed him, on 
the 7th of July, that the list of civil and military nominations 
had anived sabeeqnent to the adjournment of the Council of 
Apx>ointment ; that as the members of that body resided in 
different parts of the state, he oonid not immediately convene 
them; that hewonld do so^ however, ''with all possible die* 
patch," and, as soon as the commissions shonld be issued (the 
names in which, he did not doubt, would accord with the re« 
commendado^s), would transmit them by express. Other topics 
to which reference had been made in Hr* Fitdi's letter were 
disposed of in these words : 

'^We are still waiting with anxious expectation the result of 
our application to Congress to inteq^ose in tliis affair, and can 
impute our not receiving an answer only to their being engaged 
in those very important matters which you may easily suppose 
at present to engross their attention. I have, notwithstanding, 
by a special conveyance, this day mformed them that drafts 
were making under the authority of the pretended ^tatr of 
Vennont to complete C<>]. Warners regiment; that though we 
were willing that the main ])usiness of advising means for set- 
tling the controversy should be deferred till tlie more important 
and urgent busings of the continent is so far completed as to 
admit of leisure, yet that for the present we must insist npon an 
unmediate and positive disavowal of this extraordinary exercise 
of authority, and express orders to Col Warner (their officer) 
not to receive any of the drafts into his ii^;iment, or in any 
wise countenance the measure. 

" I would still, as upon a fbtmer oceanon, earnestly reccmi- 
mend a firm and prudent resistance to the draftiog of men, 
raismg taxes, and the exercise of every other act of govenmoi^ 

* George Cajnton Papers^ in K. Y. State Lib.,ToL dotblMS. 
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under tlie ideal Vermont state, and in such towns where our 

friends aie sufficiently powerful for the purpose, I would ad- 
vise the ontcrlnL; into associations for the niutual defence of 
their pei*sons aua property against this usurpation. 

" You will readily perceive that until we have received the an- 
swer of Cof)o:ress, and the Legislature have declared their sense, 
it is inip«^j,il)le for one to advise except only in ^a^iKral tenns. 
Your own prudence and discretion must determine the time 
line of c(ni<luct, whicb I trust will be consistent with tiie sacred 
obligations of allegiance and the characters of men who dare 
oppose lawless domination and power, wiiether attempted to be 
exercised by a single tyrant or a misgnided multitude."^ 

On the same day he wrote to Gonvemeor Morris, « member 
of the New York delegation in CSongress, expreesmg his surprise 
that so httle attc Tition had been given the Vermont business — 
a subject in wliich one of the states was ^'so deeply interested, 
and in which the honor and perhaps the future peace of the 
whole were so intunatel j oonoemed." This better was followed, 
on the 8th, by another addressed to Henry Lanreni^ the president 
of Congress, in which GUnton described, wifch jm eamestneea 
which bespoke the sinceri^ of his sentiments, the pecnliariQr 
of the sitaatioa of the '^weU-aflected'' uihabitaats of Cumber^ 
land connty, and the persevering attempts wlAiik some of the 
^ delnded inhabitants" were making to effect a separation from 
New York, Referring to the draft of every fourth man in the 
state, which liad been ordered by tlie Vermont Legislauiru, for 
the purpose of completing CoL Warner's regiment, he })rayed 
for the passage of a resolution in Congress wliich should con- 
demn the measure, and restrain CoL Wanier, by " a iH>^irivi 
order," from receiviiiLr iiny of the men who might he sent him. 
" This," said lie, " appears to be necessary to pi-event the im- 
mediate shedding of blood ; and without it, I fear all those 
calamities and misfortunes which are the natural attendants of 
a civil war." Notwithstanding this appeal, Congress neglected 
to comply with the request of Governor Clinton. Meantime^ 
the adherents of Vermont were busily engaged in strengthenmg 
their government and in increasing the number of their aip- 
portcrg, not only in their own state^ bat in the other states of 
the Union.t 

• George Clinton Papers, in N. Y. State Lib., ToL V, doot. 1M7, 1M& Wil- 
liams d ilisi. Yt, Ut ed. p. 24 1 : 2d ed. il 186. 
t Gwife CaiaAOB FRp«n, ia IT. T. StaU Ub., toL t. do«s. 1670-U78. 
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In oompliance witb the promifle made to Qovenor OHnton 
bj Peladali Fitch as chaiimaa of the committeo^ an attempt 
was made darinji^ the month of August, to ascertain whether 
the majority of the votero in the southern part of the county, 
would support the jurisdiction of Vennont or N c w Yurk. From 
some of the towns intenugatcd, no luisw^r wim received, but 
from the reports obtained, and from aii exaiiiination of other 
sonrces of information, it appeared that in the towns of Hins- 
dale, Guilford, Halitax, Brattleborough, Marlborough, Draper, 
Fuliiam, Kewfane, Putney, "Westminptor, Sprinirficld, and 
Weatherpfield, there were at the time of the enuiiieration about 
four hundre*! iui*I eighty voters who supported the jurisdiction 
of 'N'ew York, three hundred and twenty who supported tlie 
jurij^diction of Yermont, and one hundred and eighty -five who 
were neutral in opinion. Although this statement was lavorar 
ble to Kew York, yet it must be remembered that of those 
who were friendly towards this state, many were prepared to 
declare their allegiance to Vermont if strennons measures were 
not soon taken to protect them in the exercise of their rights, 
and farther, that of those who were nentral in opinion, nearly 
all of them might be considered as the well-wishers, if not the 
adrocatee, of the new state.* 

On the ISth of March, a petition had been presented to Ihe 
Vermont Legislatore by a nnmber of towns in New Hampshire, 
pray ing that they might be allowed to become a part of the 
fonn^ state, and subject to its jurisdiction. The application 
haying been enfM»ined in the Assembly for several days, was 
finally submitted to the people. When the discussion of the 
subject was lenewed, on the lllh of June, at the summer session 
of the Legislature, thirty-five of the representatives, expressing 
the views of the towns to which they belonged, declared in 
favor of the union, and twelve against it. Sixteen towns were 
accordingly added to the territory of Yennont. These were 
C«»rnish, Lebanon Dresden,t Lime4 Orford, Piermont, Haver- 
hill, Bath, Lyman, Apthor]).^ Enfield, Canaan, Cardigan,| 
Landatif, Gimthwaite,^ and Morristown.*^ Although no act was 

f AiwBMaiTtttoilMdlrtrifltbdopgii^ioDtiilBimtbCMI^ 
far a short timei 

I Now Lyme. 

I Now diTided into tht towns of Littlrtnn and Drtlt' n 

I Now OimDg«. ^ Afterwards inew Coucord, now lieboji. 
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passed to that eftect, tliey were regarded as a portion of Cum- 
berland county, aud were bo referred to whenever it became 
neceewiy to legislate concerning them. On the 17th of June^ 
jadgw were appointed for Westminster and Newbury, the two 
sbircs of Onmberland county, imd tlie jurisdiction of the judgw 
was understood to extend over that piu*t of New Hampshire to 
which the revolted towns had until now banged. At the 
sevsion in October, man eneigetic meaeuras were taken to 
establish in Onmberland connty the machinery of Jaw, in order 
to enable the new state to oompeL obedience to its authority. 
Justices of the peace were a^[>ointed in eighteen towns, and 
two of the probate diatriots were supplied with judgea. In the 
shire of Omnbertand the superior court was ordered to hold a 
ssBsion at Westminster, on the seoond Thursday in Karch, 
1779, and in the sliire of Newbury, at the town of Newbury, 
on the second Thursday of September, 1779. Tlie lirst session 
of the court, however, was held at Bennington on the 10th uf 
December, 1778. On that occasion, persons who had been 
cliariL^ed with committing crimes in Cumberland coiuity, were 
conveyed across the moiuitaius ior trial. Among the compliuiits 
presented by julni Buiuum, Jr., the state's attorney, was one 
against Titus Simonds of Hertford, charging hiio witli ''inimi- 
cal conduct" towards Yermont, and the United States, in tliat 
he, on the 4th of September, 1777, " did go over to the enemy, 
and aid, and assist them against the said states." Tlic friends 
of New York, when they saw that the laws of Vermont were 
preyailing, determined to assert whatever power they had, and 
counteract the current which was setting iu against them. 
Though they could not esteblish and maintain a superior court, 
yet justices of the peace, and other officers both dvil and 
milSteiy were created in different parts of the coun^, and 
many towns were thus proTided wi^ two sets of offidalay one 
of New Yorkf and the other of Vermont appointmenti both 
stiiTing to f^uriber the ends of justice, and each endeavoiing to 
frustrate the attempts of the odier.* 

ihrer since the sixteen New Hampshire towns had been a/d- 
mitted into union with Yemmt, great dissatisfitction had pre- 
vailed on both sides of the Connecticut among those wlio were 
opposed to this act In vain were all the efforts of thu Legis- 

• Slave's Vt State pRp^r^, pp. 89, 90, 271, fLli, 284. HB. CoUlMll BMOrdi of 
Ttb Aid Complaint of Joha Buraum, Jr. 
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lature of VeFinont to restore peace. The experiment ofannex- 
atiuu, hasairdous iu the begitmiug, begau now to assume an as- 
pect threatening the very tbnudatioii of the new gtate. In this 
emk, the General Assembly, on the 23d of October, 1778, re- 
fiolred to lay the subject before their oonstitneiits and request 
them to instruot their ropreaeatatiyeshow to proceed in relation 
lo thie unfortunate conoectioa at the next seiaion of the Legis- 
lalnraw Xbe impolicy, w well as the injustice ^ of aiding in the 
diamembennent of Kew Hampeliire," was too apparent to the 
liienda and supporters of yermont, to admit of a doubt of the 
Douae proper to be panned. On the 12th of Febnuuy, 1779, 
the instmctiona of the representatiYes on this p<»nt were can> 
▼aased, at the winter session of the Legislatnre^ and in confer* 
mitj with these instroctions, the union was declared totaUj 
void, null, and extinct" On the 17th of March, soon after the 
announeement of this result, a petition waa presented to the * 
Legislature of xSew Hampshire, praying that the whole of the 
" Grants'' might be connected and confederated" with that 
state. The majority of tlie committee to -svlioin tliis petition 
w iL-y rcferrcfl, reported favoralily, hut when the question upon 
\}iv adt)j)tiou of the report was taken, on tlic 2d of April, the 
further consideration of the subject was laid uj><>n tlie table. 
At the following session the report was taken froui the table, 
and hiaving been received and accepted by the House on the 
2^ of June, was readily concurred in by the GoonclL So 
complete was the changCi that Vermont, instead of occupying 
the position of an encroaching state, found herself the subject 
cf a demand which, should it be snccessftil, would put an end 
to her separate existence, unless Congre^ sliould interfere, and 
agree to receive her as Ihe fourteenth state in the confederacy.^ 
Ihe Febmaiy session of the Yermoot Legislature continued 
sixteen days, during which time nearly one hundred acts were 
passed iar regulating such matters aa required immediate at- 
tention. Various laws ostensibly introdu<MBd for the ben^t of 
the whole state, bat mare particularly intended to affect the 
county o£ Onmberiand, were enacted, while otiien were passed 
with a direet reference to the affidrs d this county. In ordor 
to increase the rerenue of the state, liie estates of those inhabit* 
ants of Cumberland county who had joined the enemies of Vcr* 
moat and oi the United States were, on the 16th of Februatyi 

* Skdc D SUU Fftpen, pp. 101-106. 
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declared ooufiscatod mi l sul-ject to be employed f>r such pur- 
poses as might be preccribt *I. Major Thomas Chandler wap, on 
the 3Ul1i of April, appointed commissioner for tlie s^mIc of con- 
lisciited eetates in IWkin'i^ham, Chester, and Westminster. 
Capt. Ebenezer Curtis was chosen to the same office on the lOtb 
of July, with jurisdiction in the towns of Windsor, Hertford, 
Woodstock, and Keading. On the 10th of June, 1780, Timothy 
Bartholomew was vested with similar powers in the towns of 
Norwich, Sharonv Thetford, Stratford, Fairlee, and Moore to wn- 
Meantime the court of confiscation was established on a differ- 
ent basis, and the powers which had fcnrmerly bdonged to it 
were, on the 2d of June, 1779, vested in the Gk>vemor and any 
four of his Cooncil. Satisfactory evidence having been prodnoed 
against a nnmber of persons who had joined the enemy, several 
valuable estates in Oumberland coonty became, in oonseqaenoe^ 
* the property of Yermont These estates had previously been 
owned by Capt Timothy Lovell of Eocldngham, Andrew Nac>- 
ton of Windsor, William Faterson and Oiean Brash of West- 
minster, Samuel Gale of Brattleborough, Zadock Wright of Hert- 
ford, Titns Simonds and Charles Ward Apthorpe. In accord- 
ance with the instructions under which tlie coinmiBsioners acted, 
deeds of the property sold were given " in tlie name and behalf 
of the representatives of the freemen" of Vermont, and great 
care was taken tlint tliose who purchased should be firuiiy 
secured in their possession.* 

For several niontlis no open distnrbanco'^ between the partisans 
of Yermont and New York had occnrred, and so little hnd the 
opposing parties interfered in the affairs of one another, that 
hopes were entertained that it would be possible, without 
hindrance, to hold an election for the purpose of choosing a 
representative to sit in the Legislature of New York. But this 
temporaiy calm was not the prelude of settled weather, No 
sooner were courts of justice established in Vermont, than pro- 
secutions were commenced against the subjects of New York^ 
whenever an occasion was presented, and what had been before 
dislike and opposition became now animosity and hatred. By 
tiie funrth . article of the Declaration of Bights of Yemoat^ 
the solci exclusive, and inherent ri^t of governing and regnlaft* 
ing the internal police^' of the state was vested in those of the 

* Slade'A Vt SUta Papen, pp. 2S7-S88. MS. Records G«d. Am. Vt, 1119, In- 
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inlutbitantB who acknowledged its jurisdietioiL By the nine- 
teenih section of the Constitutioii, it was neceaeaiy that all com- 
missions should be in the name of the freemen of the state, 
sealed with the state seal, signed by Hie goTemor, and attested 
by the Beeret&ry. Owing to a failure on the part of those who 
acknowledged the jmisdictioa of New York to Teoognise these 
fSicts, tronble not nnfreqnendy arose. The eonrse punned by 
the offlceiB of Termont in eiUfioreuig their laws, la shown in iSiS^ 
following incident 

HiDdah Grout, a citizen of Weatbersfield, not only admow- 
ledged the jnriedietion of New York, but had leceiTed the 
conmiiBBion of a jnstioe of the peace from that state. Being 
requested as an ofBcer of New York, by William Oliver, a 
gentleman from Now Hamphire, to take the depositions of a 
nuuiber of persons who resided on the banks of Otter ci t ek, 
vrhose testimony was to be used in the superior court at 
Exeter, before which court affidavits witnessed bv Yennont 
officers "were not deemed valid, he Bet out from home with 
Oliver on the 16th of Febniary, and on reachin** the town of 
Shrewsbury prepared to remain there until Oliver sliould find 
tlie persons whose e'N'idence was desired. On the 17th, towards 
evening, Oliver retunied with the Avitnesses, and their state- 
ments were swoni to anil subscribed in due fonn. About two 
o'clock on the morning of the 18th, the house in which Grout 
lodged was surrounded by seven men, "armed with guns, 
swords, bayonets," and other weapons. Having obtained ad- 
misBion to the building, they seued the joslice and conveyed 
him to Rutland, sliowing him no abuse except bv their " suriy 
look." A court of inquiry, composed of a nnmber of the officers 
in CoL 8eth Warner's regiment, was soon after organized at Fort 
Banger, to examine and hear the evidence for and against 
such priaonen" as should be broaght before lliem. By order 
of Capt Gideon Brownson, oonunissioner, the court proceeded 
to try TT^11"i^b Gront, charged by two of the citisens with being 
engaged with certain others his associates, in ^'planning aom^ 
thing very enemical to the United Btatea of Annerica." The 
prisoner pleaded not guilty, and the court, after hearing the 
evidence, decided that the charge was not supported. This 
judgment was approved of by Capt. Thomas Lee, the presiding 
officer, and Grout was set at liberty. 

^HO sooner bad lie obtained his dismissal, than he was again 
arrested on a warrant from Benjamin Whipple, a juatice by 
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appointment from Yerinont, in wkicli lie was described as " a 
transient person, who pretends to officiate in this state in tiio 
diaracter of a jutitice of the peace, not liaving authority derived 
from the freemen of liiiabtate as stipukted by the cuabtitution.'' 
Tlie writ wa* made retornablo " as 60on as conveniently may be, 
before the subscriber' at the house of William Ilt)bert&. On the 
examination held on the 19th, Ileubeu Squire testified that OUver 
had introduced Grout to him as a justice of the ]>eace, and had 
desired him, his wife, and liis daughter, to testily before Grout 
^'concerning a piece of HoLUmd cloth.^' Charles ButtoiL slao 
m«de affidavit, that he, at the request of Oliver, had been at the 
house of Lemii«l White, in Bhiernhnrf, aad had there taken 
an oath, and bome witness befiore Gxout «• a justice, in a eaae 
then pending between Oliver and ona West Abel Spencer and 
Lenuiel White testified to the aame effect The chaxge in the 
warrant being enpported. Grout was ordeied to pioeoie booda 
in die siun of £ifiO0 lawAii money for hla appearaoee before the 
tnperior court at their fienion in Jone^ or in defindt to be com- 
mitted ^ to cloae gaoL" Bonds having been gi ven, tiie priaoaer 
was released On faia retnxn home he wrote to MicahTownsend, 
of Brattleborough, and, in the aoeoont which he gave of the 
affiiir, referred to the forbearance of the Yermonters, by declaring 
that he had neither been whipped nor insulted." Oliver, at 
whose suggestion he had undertaken his official journey, was 
brought before the same tribunal by which Grout had been 
adjudged guilty, and wa^ mulcLcd in a tine of £5, and in costs 
£3, lor inti'oducing an unconstitutional justice into the state 
of Vermont." 

When the superior court assembled at Rutland, on tlie loth 
of June, Grout wuo tried on the charges wliich had been sub- 
8tantiate<l at the examination. Ilis only defence was a denial 
of tile jurisdiction of Vermont The court, lK>\vever, rei'iij^, d to 
hear the reasons which he wislied to present in support of this 
denial, and adjudged him guilty of "treasonable practices" 
against the state. He was ordered to j)ay a line of £1^0 law- 
ful money, to which were added the costs of the suit, making 
the whole sum more than £180. Not considering it advisable 
to submit to this exaction, as he deemed it, he notified a deter- 
mination to that effect to the clerk of the coorti and was informed, 
that in case the money was not paid, execution would immediately 
iaHte, tmleis he should ask it as a favor of the court to stay pro* 
oeediogB for a ftw months. was noti** wrote Giont to 
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Governor Clmton, '* in a teuiper of mind to ofik any farours of 
them, and so returned home." The sheriil* of Cumberland 
county was thereupon commanded to levy upon Lis goods and 
clmttels, and after disponng of tbem in aooordMiioe with the 
Uw8 of the state, to place a portion of the proceeds equal to 
the amount of the miilot in the hands of the atate treasurer.* 

At the February session, enact had been passed for the poniBh- 
menc of defiMnation. By one of itB piovisiooe whoeyer ahoold . 
vilify ai^ conrt of jostioe, or itB sentence or proceedingB, or 
taadnoe any of its magiBtmtaB, j^gw, or jnadceBy on account of 
any act or sentence therein promnlgatedy wasi on the conviction 
of the offence, made liable to puniBhaient by f ne^ impnaon* 
ment, diBfranehwement, or banishment On acoonnt of the 
'ficease in language widdi then as now prevailedi an opportn* 
nilj was soon presented for trying the efficacy of this act 
^aAm Stone, a eitiaan of Wladaor, but a Toilcer in prin- 
ciple, having been charged vnth using rcproaehfiil and 
scandalous" words on the 15th of March concerning the "au- 
thority" of the state, was arraigned before the superior court 
at Westminfctw. On examinatiuii, it wtis proved tliat in the 
presence of " many good aiul faitliful subjects" of tlie state, he 
had said to the sheriff, John Benjamin, "God damn you and 
your governor, and council." Tie ph^adcd truilty to the charge, 
and judguieut liaving been rendered agaiublhim on the 20th of 
Mav, he was tined £20 lawful nionev and costs, and was 
obli^'od to give bonds in the sum of £,lfiOO^ as a guaranty for 
hid future condocLt 

* SkJea Yt. SUU Papers, pp. 244-251. MS. recoirds of YL courts. Geoi;gf 
dmloB PtafMn in N. Y. State lik, toL m doM. S<M6, 2198; toL vtii doo. 8464. 

f MS. Oo«t rMordfl. Slave's Vt 8tote Fiipm, p. S82. Th« mmhoo of til* oowt 
At which Stone wee indicted was the first evcir Leid in Cumheiiand ecuoty. The 
fir*t cftti8« tried in the scMion wm thnt r f Pomp 'y BraUcee of Ch^ter, a n^ro, 
pluntirf, agoiast £lijah Lorell of Rockiaghata, defendant The ejuct nature of 
the eomplaint does not appear, but the eoort nwarded to Brnkkee, damages in 
IIm •« <r £400 kwM nooey to ffMOTMid of tbe ditadint irfib 00^ 
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OOMMUtn OF JUBMMDSjnOXB* 

Vermont Militia Law — Obedience to it refused in Putney — Sergeant McWaiu 
endeavors to enforce it — Kosistance i« ufTcred — Friends of New Tork convene at 
lirutUebo rough — Letter from CoL Patterson to Gov. Clinton — Clinton to Samuel 
Vfaolfe^-OliBton to John Itj^Hbhij^ Toikm tmitod md lodgod in IhA 
M sk Wertmhwtitr— Ethan Allen— Hi* tynnaml obwaoteiwTrial of tlie 
Yorker*— jUltti ineeiued at the Proceedings of the Court — His Indignant Speedi 
— Th(* Pica of the Yorkera — They are declared Guilty and Fino 1 — Te tter from 
Ira Alien to Benjamin liellowe — Act to prevent the Exercise of AuUiority not 
derived from Vermont— Proclamation of Got. Chittenden — ^Information of the 
Tnatmeatof tiba Totkan owimiiwiiMiUd to Got GKnton and to Onngff 
GottM of GoBgran Letter from Got. OUnton to Samuel Minott — Clinton to 
Washington — Clinton to Jay — ^The Committees of Six Towns in Cumberland 
Connty to Clinton — Micali Townsendto Clinton — Resolves of Concfress — Further 
Aft i III! ts of Vermont Officers to enforce Obedienee to the Laws of the State — 
Letter from the Committee of Congreas to Samuel Minott — Gov. Chittenden to 
n Irioad Doings of iho Coainittoo— OonTonfe&on of Iho Toilnn^Tlitir 
Potitlim to Congrwi Thoir Letter to Got. Cliiiton — ^Action of tho Now Yoik 
Legislature— Letter from Gov. Chittonto to Amido&t Joy— fkoModingi in 
Congttm relative to Vermont 

MEAiiratE events which marked with greater cieaiiK^ the dilier- 
encee between the contending parties residing in Vermont wm 
attracting general attention. In the act passed at the Febrnaiy 
Bession of the Legislature of that state^ for forming and regalat- 
iDg the militia, and for enooiinigmg military Bkill," power 
was given to each captain or eommandiag officer of a militia 
companj) in obedience to an order to l£at effisct from the 
governor, to draft men wiihhi the distriet aver which his com- 
mand extended. Any soldier who should refbse to serve, wae 
obliged to forfeit and paj the emu of £18| to be recovered " by 
bill, plaint^ or infbnnation.'' In defiudt of goods or estate, he 
was to be **dispo8ed of in mviei* to some dtiBeii of Yennont 
<nr of the United Stales, so to remain nntil the liability was dis- 
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eharged, " any law, ufiage, or cDstoin — to the contraiy not> 
withstanding.'* Provision was also made for raising men hj 
the following method. The captain or conunandiDg officer 
having fint taken the advice of his under officers, was author- 
ised to make a roll of thoee whose senrices he had a right to 
demand, and divide them into daaaea equal in number to the 
nnmber of men requited. Each daas was ordered to fnniali a 
man, and in eaae of refoaal to con^ly with thia regulation, the 
eommaiidlng offieer was direoted to hire cme man for eyeiy 
daas negleoting or lefiuing, and pledge the fiiith of the atate 
Ibr the payment of hia mgea. To defray the charge, the com^ 
mending officer waa fbrther directed, after taking counsel with 
hIa aubordinatea, to collect the amount of the sum expended, 
from Ihe members of each class for which a man had been . 
hired, particular reference being had in equalizing the assess- 
ment to modifying circumstances, such iis }>iifit Bcrvices and the 
estates of persons. Any guuds or chattels Beized in order to 
satisfy the assessment were to be sold by public vendue, and 
ati v overplus, after dischargini; the liability, was to be returned 
to the owner or owners of the property sold. Such were the 
regi d a t i o I J s u uder which the militia establishment of Yermont 
was to be maintained. 

In conformity, as was reported, wdth advice received early in 
the sprijiL'" from Brigadier-General James Clinton, tlie com- 
mander-in-ciiief of the northern department, orders were issued 
by the Yermont Board of War, dm lnL,' the month of April, 
directing a levy of men for the service, not only of the etato 
but of the United States, in guarding the frontier settlements. 
As Qovemor Clinton was informed that a draft had been made 
by the authority of the " pretended state of Yermont," predi- 
cated on advice from a high quarter, he comTmmicated the 
intelligence to his brother James on the 21st of April, and took 
occasion at the same time to remind him of the necessity of 
eoutinuing to act with the utmc^t caution towards "those 
designing and turbulent people," the Yennonters^ and to avoid 
giving £em even the least shadow of encouragement in the 
exercise of their undue authority.'' Jn, his replj of the SStfa, 
General Clinton remaiked, that he had always been veiy care- 
fril in his conduct towards the supporters of the usniped 
aoiliority, and suggested that the assertion made by them con- 
cerning himself, must have been founded on the advice he bad 
given them on theur frequent application for troops, the effect 
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of which was that they Bhoiilr] hare a number of their Ffifjitia 
readj to turn out on the shortest notice." 

Among those engaged in drafting men under the militia law 
above referred to, was one William MoWain, a sergeant im 
Capt. Daniel Jewet's company, which company formed a part 
of the fii9C regiment of the state miHda, commanded by Samoel 
Fletcher, The Ternmntere readQy consented to enliVt or pay 
t] u i r proportion aa directed by the state. IfTot so the Yorkers. 
To them obedience in nnlitaij affiiirs to ft state whose j nrie dftch 
tion they <Hd not acknowledge^ was ilagrant ahttidoainent ef 
principles. Manj of liiem on this aeconnt refosed toserre, or 
pay their proportion towards hiring men to go In their stead. 
Prominent in their opposition to these regohitions were OapC; 
James CHay, lient Benjamin Willeon, and a certain Hr. 0mA* . 
mings, all of Fntney. To no purpose did tfcWain represent to 
them the dangers they were incnrring, by reftusing to comply 
with the requisitions of the state. Their course thej had 
already decided upon, and from it they were not to be turned. 
Prompt in the performance of his duty, McAVain informed tliem 
of the amount of tbe fine to wliich they liad subjected them- 
selves and demanded payment Payment was refused. The 
sergeant then proceeded to levy upon their estates to satisfy 
the claim, and on the 2l8t of April, took into his p<»?*sef.6ion two 
cows, one beloni^ing to Clay and the other to WiUson, and 
gave notice that a week hence they would be disposed of in 
Putney at puljlie outcry. An op])ortunity was now offered to 
tlie Yorkers to resist. Tliis thev determined to do. Informa- 
tion of the time and place of the sale was accordingly conveyed 
to a few of the residents in the neighboring towns who wete 
friendly to New York, and, on the morning of the 28th, near 
one hundred of those who had received notice assembled, un- 
armed, in Putney. They were principally members of OoL 
Eleazer Patterson's regiment, and were nnder his charge and 
that of his deld officers. To oppose a ibrce like Uus^ the Ver- 
mont sergeant was not prepared. Still he was nnwiDing to 
stop or postpone the sale. Yamly did the Yorkers endeavor 
by calm aignment to convince him of the impropriety of 
conduct, and persuade him to give np the cows. SatSalled that 
force alone conld avail, they took possession of the cattle witfi 
bnt little difficnlty, restored them to the owners, and returned 
without fiirther distnrbanee, to their homes. 

On the 4th of May following, the conmiittees of Hinsdale, 
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Guiifoni, Brattleborongh, Fnlham, Putney, Weetminster, Bock- 
in^iani, Springfield, and Weatherafield, choeen for the pur- 
pose of opposing tite pretended state of Yemont,^ eonyened 

BrBtdeboftmgh, and prepared a petition, addressed to Qc^ 
Tonor CffiiKtoD, and signed hj Bamnel Hinott, chairmaii. In 
flieur beludf. Li this paper, thej set forth the disadTantages 
mder which they had labofed from being compelled to liye 
witiioBt the benefits arising ftom a well r^ulated goveniment, 
aod deseribed, in language mdignant yet respectfnl, the annoy- 
ancee to whieh the tempor&ing measmres of Congress had sub* 
jected them. They referred to the hope they had entertained, 
that Congress would use " the first moment they could spare from 
more important concerns, to recommend to the revolted subjects 
of tlie state a return to their allegiance," and stated the reasons 
which had led them to indulge tliis hope. "We were encou- 
raged to expect it," Baid ther, " not oidy as the rex'olt establish- 
ed a precedent which mi/^ht be dangerous in other states, and 
as the continent could derive no assistance of consequence from 
the ' G Hints,' either in men or money, while they n inait! nnder 
a dis|)ute(l LTovernment, but because the states had confederated 
for their mutual and general welfare, and hound themselves to 
assist each other against all force offered to, or attacks made 
upon, any of them, on aceoant of sovereignty cht on any other 
pretence whatsoever.'' 

As the result of this apathy on the part of Congres'^. they 
ibade mention of the losses which the United States had si^Ssr* 
ed in the confiscation of the estaites oi Tories by the new state, 
tile pvooeeds'from which would, nnder a different managemenf^ 
have gone to supply the national treasuiy. They also ennme- 
lated the indignities to which they had been fi>reed to submit, 
and the measures which they had been obliged to adopt to 
sn^prett the machinations of their foes. Assuming, then, a 
ri^t to proteetioB from the govenmient whose jurisdiction thej 
iiiaiowledged, which right, if it needed eonfirmatioB, had been 
eonfirmed by the solemn engagement of the Legislature of 
Kew York, to concur in such measures as might be necessary 
to protect their constituentjs — assuming this right, they de- 
manded a "speedy and effectual execution" of the promise 
which had been made them, and prayed for the adoption of 
measures which would convince Congress of the impropriety 
of furtlier delay. "We shall otherwise," said they, "be com- 
pelled to obey a government which we view as a usurpation, 
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and add our strength to oppose ono which we conojive entitled 
to our dutiful obedience and sui)port/** 

On the 5tli of ^av, Col. i^attcrson wrote to Gov. Clintou an 
account of the disturbances which had occurred in Putney. 
He also stated that in Fulham boiiie of tlie subjects of New 
York, ch(X)siiig rather to submit than to contend, had lately 
been de}>rived of tlieir property by the direction of Vermont 
officials, and that in Guilford a tax had liccn levied upon those 
who it was suppoged had done least in support of the war, which 
tax the collectors had not as yet been able to realize, on ac- 
count of the strength of the opposition. He further exproBaed 
his fears lest the attempts which had been made in Westnuiif^ 
Bter and Rockingham by the Yermonters to draft YorkeiBi 
would end in broils, as the parties in those towns were neaily 
eqvaLf In anticipation of combined and stranvous efforts^ on 
the part of the Yennontet^ to eeise the pioperly^d penKHU of 
sach as refoaed to acknowledge their aathority^ he aaked for 
advice^ and snggested the neeeesily of issning orders to the 
militia of Albany county to hold themselves in readineis to 
afford him assistance. Although unable to present an exact 
return of his command, he estimated it at five hundred, officers 
and men included, who were ^ but poorly armed,'' and almost 
destitute of ammunition. Unleas the Legielatare of New York 
should give the desired aid, he announced his determination 
to resign his commission and retir-e from the ]niblic service. 
This letter luid the petition, were entrusted to Micali Townsend, 
who delivered them to Governor Clinton at Kingston.^ 

On the 14th of May, Clinton wrote, in reply, to Samuel 
MinoLL of Brattleborongh, expressing his belief that i1k^ decision 
of Congress would be tavorabie to New York, and that the d&- 

* ?^»an rdatiog toTt OantroTeray, in «fflM 8m. SUta N. Y., p. 9. 
f On the liine d«j imrUdi flM letter epitoBUMd in tiie tut m wiittan, 
Okfit Lnrad Betsento of Rockingham, vhilc engaftd in eniitdng one of the 

laws of Vermont, wMi threat ened and insultc'd by Tsaiic Reed, EnosLovell, Asliur 
Bvau8, and other iiihabitant-' nf fliat town. Being arraigned ut Westminster, oa 
the 26th of May, they were ch&rged in the iuformatiou of the state's attorney, 
with e "ilagnat vieledofii* of flie ralee of toeiety, of tiie kiri oftte land!, end of 
efttotofiheiUrte pawed in the inoBth of F^thwy pveee^Biig, enCMod, ** Ae eel 
for preventing and punishing riots and riolM" Having been a4jadged ^iltj. 
Reed wft» fined £30 6a. Cd. ; Evans £26 fi« f»<j ; and Lovell, £20 6&. Od. To 
satisfy these mulcts, executions were issued, and the sheriff wo.'* direct^ to sell 
aoeh a portion of the estates of the delinqtients aa would meet Uiu deiuaud. 

I F^Ven Mietiiic to Vt Goatrom^, In eOee See. Slite K. p 
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lay which had characterized their proceedings had arisen from 
no other cause than the necessity of first attending to topics of 
greater importance. " As in my former letterB, so in tin's," 
wrote he, "I forbear to point out tlic line ot conduct I could 
wif»h the well-affected inliabitante in your (jnarter shonhl ob- 
serve upon every particular occasion. I rrii reive it inip<>B8il)le, 
and therefore can only recommend, in gem ral, firfnTKss and 
pnvlonce, and in no instance to acknowledge tlie autiiority of 
Yennont, unless where thoro is no alternative left between sub- 
mission and inevitable ruin. Tliis appeal's to me the only pro- 
per advice I can give at present, till we are favored with the 
sentiments of Congress relative to the dispute, or until we are 
convinced the business is designedly procrastinated. In either 
case, as the Lcgislatore have promised, so I have no doubt that 
they will afford you protection, and that effectual measures will 
be immediately taken for vindicating the rights of this state, 
and enforcing a dne submission to legal goTennnent If, how- 
ever, any outrage or violence, which yon may suppose will pro* 
dnce bloodshed, should be committed in the towns continning 
in their allegiance to New York, either by Green Honntain 
Boys, or any parties who may come nnder a pretence of cany- 
ing into execntion the laws of Vermont, yon will immediately 
apprise me of it, and you may be assured of all the asdstance 
in my power, and I trust it will be sufficient for your safety and 
defence. In the mean time I will myself endeavcH* to procure 
intelligence, and if I should discover that any attempt will be 
made by Vermont to reduce you by force of arms, I will in- 
stantly issue my orders to the militia, who are properly equip- 
ped, and who will be led against tlie enemies of the state who- 
ever they iJiav happen to be." Other passages in this letter 
contained worfls of encouragement and promises of assistance, 
calculate<l to awaken hope and excite to action. "I could 
ardently w)«h."" were Clinton's closing words, "that the inhabit- 
ants of Vermont would conduct themselves in stich manner as 
to avoid the necessity of bringing matter?? to a crisis ruinous to 
them, and rory injurious to individuals among us."* 

On the ISth of May, Clinton transmitted to John Jay, the pre- 
sident of Congress, the papers he had received through Townsend 
and others, with a request that Jay would lay them before Con- 
gress. In the letter which accompanied these papers, he stre- 

• fipm nliiliiig toYi Oontformy, In oflloe 8m, BtetoN, T., p. U. 
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nuously advocated the immediate interposition of Congress as 
the only means which could possibly avail to ward off the 
dangers impending. The Legialatore,'' wrote he, " have from 
time to time given the most solemn assnrancee of pzotection to 
their well afiected anhjectB^ and relying upon iheee promisesy 
the inhabitants of aeTeral towns have hitherto pereerered in 
their aUegianoe to this state. They will not, I imagine, lemam 
much longer content wilJi mere promises, and I daily expect 
that I shall be obUged to, order oat a force in their defence. 
The wisdom of Congress will readily suggest' to them what will 
be the consequence of snbmittiug the controyersy, especially at 
this jnnctnre, to the decision of the sword. It will not, how* 
eyer, I trost^ be imputed to this state that we haye precipitately 
had reoonrse to coercive measnres. We have amdonslj ex- 
pected the Bentiraents of Congress upon this important businesa, 
and li was our caniest wisli tliat in the mean time the inhabit- 
aiits of the * Grants' whu deny the authority of this state would, 
by a proper conduct on their part, have prevented the necessity 
of force. But justice, the faith of government, and the peace 
and safety of society, will not permit us to cnnUDue longer 
passive spectators of the violence committed upon our fellow- 
citizens."* 

While Clinton was striviiii::; tu intorofjt Congress in tlic topics 
which were attracting so niucii attention in New York, the 
Yorkers and Vennonters were as busily engaged in prosecuting 
their various schemes. As soon as it was known in Cumberland 
county that CoL Patterson and his men had set at naught the 
laws of Vermont, OoL Samuel Fletcher, commandant of one of 
the Vermont regiments in that county, went oyer to Arlington 
to consult with the state CounciL Ethan Allen, eyer once his 
return from captiyitj, had threatened to lead his Green Monn- 
tain BojB against the rebellious Yorkers, in the south-eastern 
comer of the state, and now thattheJVennonters seemed deter^ 
mined to enforce submission to their authority, &m were enteiv 
tained that he would not only put his threat in ^ecution, but, 
in pursuance of a general plvi, endeayor to subdue all who 
opposed the jurisdiction of Vermont 

As ihe initiative step in the proceedings which were to fallow, 
Sergeant McWain, on the ISth of ^May, entered a conij laliu 
against those who had been engaged in liie rescue of the cuws, 

* P«pen rdatifig to Vt ControTerey, in offioe 3ec. State N. pi IS. 
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and damages were laid at £1,000 lawful mone^. Writs were 
inaedy signed hy Ira Allen, for ihe arrest of fortj-four per8ons» 
among whom were the officers in Brsttleboiongh, Pntne^, and 
Westminster who had received commissions frfm New Tork, 
charged with '^enemical conduct' in opposing the authority 
of die state. Of this number thirly-siz were taken and con- 
fined in the jail at Westminster. No return was made of the 
remaining eight* Gloselj crowded together in one room, the 
prisonere were obliged to remain standing on their feet during 
tlie first night of their confinement. Tliis, and the excetisive 
heat of tlie weather, rendered their eiiiieringb almost intolerable. 
1x1 auiiwer to their just demands, more comfortal^le quarters 
were, on the next day, provided for them, and their situatiuu 
durintr the week in wliich they continued in prison, aUhuugh 
by no means ag^ceal)le, was thus rendered endurable. Tliat 
the ^herift' niiirht he ]»rotected in the execution of his office. 
Gov. Chittenden, as ca])tain-«reiin;il <>f the state mihtia, ordered 
Goi. Kthan Allan to enpi-j^e " one iiundred able-bodied, effective 
men, as volunteers, in the county of J>ennington, and march 
th(?m into the county of Cumberland," there to remain during 
the sitting of the court. Orders for men were also issued to 
OoL Joseph Marsh and OoL Samuel Fletcher, and during the 
week of tlie trial a force yarying from two himdred to three 
hnndred and fifty were under arms at Westminster. 

Armed with authority from the Governor, Ethan Allen at the 
head of a hundred Qreen Monntain Boys, boasted of his force 
which he represented as five times greater than it really was. 
In his intereoQise with the Yorkeni, he abused them in the most 
insnlting terms. Not only with his toni^e^bnt with his sword also, 
he assailed those who differed from him in opinion. Vermont, he 
swore, shonld be established as a state, let the cost be what it 
might ; and if bombast and effinntery could have accomplished 
this end, there would hare been no occasion for the efforts of 
any other person. Allen's rhodomontade would have effected 
that which was finally realised only by time and compromise. To 
such a pitch of rage were the Yorkers incensed by his condnct, 
that the reluctance to shedding human blood was alone sufficient 
to deter, thcui l'n>iu resisting his pt-tty Lyranny, and releasing tLe 
prisoneitj who were guaided by his men. At this crisis, a meet- 

• TbiM ««M UnA Smitli of Bnttl«boroiigli; Ghaik* Ki4lum, WiOkm Ferry. 
IToah Sabin Jr., and Joseph Lusher of Patney ; Jo6<|ib Id«^ I«liabod Jd»Jr,t tnd 
Wtlooxof W«rtiiuiii(er.--Ma Court BMordiu 
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fng of the county committee compoeed of Kew York adherentB, 
was convened at Brattleborougb on the 25th of May. An 
account of the eventB of the preceding wedc was prepared by 
Samuel Minott, the chairman on that occaeion, and was for- 
warded to Qovemor Clinton by an ezpreae. The prayer for 
relief was of a nature not to be mistaken. If aid is not ren- 
dered,' our persons and jnopertj said they, *'must be at the 
disposal of Ethan Allen, which is more to be dreaded than 
death with all its terrors.*^ 

An adjonmed session of the superior court was held at West* 
minster on the 26th of May. Moses Bobinson of Bennington, 
presided as chief judge, assisted bj John Shephardson of Guil- 
ford, Joliii 1 iiiiset Jr., of Arlington, Thomas Chandler Jr., of 
Chester, and Capt. John Thr<x>p of Pomfret, side judges. To 
guard a^Min-t interruption during tlie session, the people of the 
town who hiupported the jurisdiction of Vermont forcibly seized 
the public stock of gunpowder, anic)iinting to one hundred 
pound-, which had been provided by tlie Btate of New York, 
and ])la< ( (I twenty-five })onnds of it in the hands of their friends. 
Prehniinaries having been arranged, the prisoner}*, under a strong 
guard, were marched from the jail-rooms in the lower part of 
the county hall to the court-room in the second story. Noah 
Smith, the staters attorney, exhibited a complaint again&t the 
delinquents, in which he stated, that they were assembled it 
Putney on the 28th of April previous, in a riotous and unlaw- 
M manner that they, at that time, made an asdault upon one 
William McWain, a lawful officer in tiie execution of a lawful 
command," and rescued out of his hands and possessicMi two 
cows, which he had taken by legal measnreB. He charged that 
such wicked conduct" was a flagrant violation of the com- 
mon law of the land, and contrary to the force aiid effect of a 
statute law of the state, entitled, An act to prevent riots, dis- 
orders, and contempt of authority within this Btate, and for 
punishing the same.'^f 

* Fipem rdatn^ to Vi Controvniy, in «fllot 8l«to N. T.» i». II; 

f As an example of the sererity of tiM MlUcrlftira of Vttinont, the act rcfemd 

tf> in the text !■* piv.m entire. It waa pAwed at the session of the General Assem* 
bly hiMen at BenniogtoiH in February, 1779, and, with the exceptiou^f its title, 
is as follows 

** WhsTcaa, tmildng open gaols, Mwaing prisoners, are mmh to tiio 
nHig« of airU aoeiaty, 
"WliiohtoproT«nt, 

" Bo it ooMted, nd it io horol^ tnaetod, bytho nproientotiToi of (Im froonMii 
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Much time having been occupied in perfecting the an*ange- 

ments incident to tlie occasion, and the day being I'ar spent, the 
coiirl auiiMULiccJ :i i i cet-s initil flie following morning. Ou their 
returu to the jail, the [n-isouciri held a couBultutioa in order to 
decide upoii the coarse which in the present emergency could 
be pursued with the greate>l advantage. Of tlieir number was 
Micah Townbcnd oi' Jjrattlehon»ugh, a lawyer of ability. By 
liis advice they addresf^ed a petition to the judgi^^^ of the court, 
in wln'ch they set forth tlie peculiarir v nf their bUuation, and tlie 
want of impartiality in the proceedings tlieu in progress against 
them. They averred that on account of the recency of their 
apprehension, and the strictnesa of their coDfinement, they had 
been unable to procure any writings or witnesses to substan- 
tiate the pleas which tliey might wish to offer, and, farther, that 
they could not be ^^justiticd to their conBciences and to the 
world," should they niit any "prudent and lawful measures to 
acquit themselves." They also desired the privilege of obtain- 
ing counsel fiom another state, to plead their several canses. 

of the Mate of Vermnnt, in OoTi>^ral A'^^pmhlv met, anfl hy the authority of the 
sfttne, that if any ^»en*on, or persons, shttU impede or hiuder auy officer, judicial or 
executive, civil or mUiiary, ooder tb« authority of this lUto, in the exeratkni of 
hm ofioe-^ ManetiMi thereof before tiie enperior eoort ;0f thk etele, fHie 
offen ler] shall be whipped oo tbe neked heek, not ezoeeding one hendred Uf hes 
for the firft oflfenco, and pay all costs and damages that shall acenie from t^uch 
disorder, benide coft of |»r»t'*»»L'utiou ; an<l, for want of estate to pay said <'«p»t«, 
danmges, Ac, the otfentler rnuy be bonnd in aervioe to any subject of this state, 
for eiieli tSsw ae ahaO be judged by mid eowt to he enffirimt to pay sud eoili^ 
demegesAek And aeid e«iiit era heraby anthoriMd te biad i^d delhiqaeat 

** Be it fiuther enacted, by the authority aforesaid, that if any person shell be 
gnilty of B second oflfeiieo of tlie like nature, and ehall he oonvicted th^r^mf, he 
<»hall h«' l)riin<le<l witli the letter C ou Use forehead and shall be wiiij iM <! i<n the 
naked back, uol exceeding one hundred laaheD ; to be repeated every tame of con- 
▼icdeo. 

Be it fcriher eneeted, by the entherity efotiiiid, Ibet if eay penon or per> 
eon^ eitber diraedy or indirectly, ^hall break open, or aid or eanat in breaking 
open, any gaol, or place of contineinent, wherein any prisoner or prisoners may 
be eonfint-d by tlie authority of this state, on conviction thereof, [the offender] 
shall be whipped ou tlie naked back, nut exeeeuing one hundr^ laahfiy and be 
bmaded on the forehead vith the letter B, and pay afini^ not exeeediag onehnii- 
dred pooodi, end ell eoiti end denegee that may aeome ftemioeh disorder. tog»> 
ther with oo^t of prosecution ; and for want of estate to p^ eoid eofto AmI dl^ 
WB^^, the off« ijiii r niav be lM>nnd in ncrvic*^ r«» iifore«aid. 

" That tbe superior court, before the disnassiou of such delinquent, may call 
on him to give bonds, in surety, not excet.'ding thr^ thousand ponnd^ for his good 
behnvfomr; end ineeee aaeb delinquent dudlreftieetogiTeawh eorety, oeidcoott 
«e hereby empowered to eonflne eneh deUaqveot in ei^ the 9M»Io in thb 
Msi**— flledeTe Y t Bftote Ft^en, p^ 900, 
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To obtain these ends, tliey prayed that the court miglit bo 
adjourned, for at \vmt one ni<)Uth. To this petition were sub- 
scribed the names of twenty -eight of the prisoners. ItR only 
effect wais to procure as connsel for the delinquents, Stejiheii 
Kow Bradley, then of Beuniiigton, the Uimyoraxy clerk of the 
court. \ 

AVhen the court resumed businesflon tlie mornin«? of tlie 27th, 
the state's attorney having become satislied of liis inability to 
snetain the oompUints wliich lie had instituted against three of 
the prisoners, John Kathan, John Kathan Jr., and Lieut Daniel 
Kathan, all of Dunnnei'ston, entered a nolle pros^'qui in tlieir 
cases and withdrew the suits. At the same time the defendants' 
attorney, 3ir. Bradley, presented a motion to quash the indict- 
ments preferred against Ste]>hen Greenleaf Jr., of Bratde- 
boTongh, Joseph Ooodhue of Putney, and Joeiah White, on the 
ground of the nonage of the parties. Tkb motion was granted, 
and the court was about to proceed with the trial of the remain- 
ing prisonetB, when an unexpected intermption took place, 
Ethan Allen, who, with his men, had been engaged at West- 
minster in assisting the sheriff and guarding the prisoners, had 
watched with interest and satisfaction the transactions of the 
preceding day, and had expressed great pleasure at the manner 
in which the goddess of justice seemed to be preparing tu pu- 
nish tlie rebellious Yorkers. Ho was not present at the com- 
uiencenient of tlie second day's session, but having heard tliat 
some of tlie prisoners were obtaining their discharge, he resolved 
to stop Bucl| fiagitious conduct, and teach the court their duty. 
Accoutred in his iniiiuuy dress, with a large cocked hat on kie 
head |)rofusely ornamented with gold lace, and a sword of fabu- 
lous dimensions swinging at his bide, he entered the court room 
breathless with haste, and pressing through the crowd which 
filled the room, advanced towards the bench wliereon the 
judges were seated. Bowing to Moses Kolnnson who oecujiied 
the chief seat, and who was his intimate friend, he commenced 
a furious harangue, aimed particularly at the state's attorney, 
and the attorney for the defendants. 

The judge, as soon as he could reooTer from his astonishment, 
infcnned the speaker that the court would gladly listen to his 
remarks as a private citizen, bnt could not allow him to address 
them, either in military attire, or as a military man. To this 
information Alien replied by a nod, and taking uff his ehapeau 
threw it on the table. He then proceeded to unbuckle his 
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swurd, and as he laid it aside with n flourish, tiinied to the 
, judge aud in a voice like tliat oi a Bteutor, exclaimed, 

** For fonm of goTerameat, let fooU ooa(««i ; 

He then turned to the aadience and having snrvejed them for 
a moment, again addreeeed the jiKlge, as follows: — Fifty 
miles, I have come throngh the woods with ni} brave men, to 
support the civil with the militaiy arm ; to qnell anj disturb- 
ances should they arise ; and to dd the sheriff and the court 
in prosecuting these Yorkers — the enemies of our nohle state. 
I SL'C, however, that some of tliem, by the quirks of tliis artful 
lawyer, Bradley, arc oscapiiii^ from the }>iiniBhmeiiL ihoy su 
richly deserve, and I find also, that this little Noah Smith is far 
from understanding his business, since he atone moment moves 
for a prosecution, and in the next wishes to withdraw it. Let 
nie warn your Honor to be on jour guard, lest these delinquents 
should sli]) tlirough your fingers, and thus escape tlie rewards 
80 justly due their crimes." Having delivered himself in these 
words, he with great dignity re]"hiced his hat, and liaving 
buckled on his sword, left tlie court room with the air of one 
who seemed to feel tlie weight of kingdoms on bis shoulders. 
After a short interv:il of silence, business was again resumed. 

Of those against whom warrants had issued, tliirty were 
now before the court on trial. Tliese were Col. Eleazer Pat- 
terson of Ilinsdale ; Maj. Elkanah Bay, Capt. Michael Gilson, 
Lieut. Medad Wright, Benjamin AVliitney, Bela Willard, Joseph 
Willard, Pnldad £aston, Jolm Korton, and Deacon John Ses- 
sions of Westminster ; laeut.-Col. John Sargeants, Lieut. J ames 
Blakeelee, lieut. Samuel Boot, Micah Townsend| Timothy 
Church, and Benjamin Butterfleld of Brattlehorough ; Oapt 
James Clay, Ideut. James Clay Jr., Lucas Willson, Ephraim 
Clay, Daniel Sabin, Koah Sabin, William Fierce, Noah Cush- 
ing, Samuel Wheat, Prands Cummings, James Cnmmings, 
Thomas Fierce, Joseph Jay, and Thomas Kelson of Putney. 
They were geucrally men of note and influence, and among 

* Pope*fl Essay on Mw, epistle tit S08» 804. Referring to the 0entimeni 
contAined in the»e line^ John Aidaaw onoo olMemd, "Pop* flattwed l^nnts too 
mudi when he aoid, 

" For fonno of gororanMntk AOi" 
rhe lifiB nnd WoiIbi of John AdamB, W. 193. 
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tihem were some of greater ability tbaa those who were to pass 
j iidgmeot upon their conduct In aaawer to the charges prefei^ 
red against diem, they pleaded in bar that although hj common ' 
Uw they might be held to answer a portion of the information, 
yet thuy could not be held to answer that })art of it toiiuded ou 
the statute, siiice it was not in their power to know the statute at 
the time when the crimes were said to have been committed, as 
it had not tlien been promulgated.* Tliii> statement they de- 
clared theuibelves ready to verify. The court decided tliL^ }>lea 
in bar to be sufficient, and ordered that part of the inlurmadon 
brought on the statute to be disniissed. 

Tlie delinquents then pleaded, to general issue, not guilty, and 
gave in evidence that tliey were subj ects of the state of Kew York, 
and that the acts charged against them in the information as 
offeaces, were done by virtue of authority granted them by that 
state. Here the defence rested. Witnesaes were then examined 
on the part of Vermont, and the cause was returned to the jndgeSi 
^0 aifter due consideration pronounced the defendants goiity. 
As a ponisliment^ they were all mnlcted, the state heing the 
recipient of the proceeds. Eleazer PattenKm, John Sargeants^ 
Elkanah Day, and James Ghij, were fined, each, £40 lawM 
money. Michael Gilson, Lucas Nelson, and lunothy Ghurch| 
each, £25. Micah Townsend, James BhJ^eelee, James Claj Jr., 
Benjamin Whitney, Samuel Boot, John Norton, and John 
Sessions, each, £20. Ephraun Clay, Medad Wright, Bela 
WiUard, Joseph WiUard, and Bildad Easton, each, £10. Daniel 
Sahin, Noah Sabin, William Fierce, Noah Ousliing, Samnel 
Wheat, Francis OunmiingB, James Onnmiings, Joseph Jay, 
Thomas Pierce, and Thomas WiUson, each, £3. Benjamin 
Butterfleld, £2, In addition to this the costs of prosecution, 

• Tlie law referred to, and which is given in full in a preHoot note, was 
paised at Benaiugton in the month of Febn>Ary preceding with many othcr«, hut 
was not publiibed until several months had eUpaed. In a letter from Ira Allen, 
dated at Norwich, April 19th, 1779, and Addressed "To the inhabiUntd of the 
■teto of YeniMmtk" ooeur tlMsa words An the bwt of this atato wsm o«a- 
tdtted to my caro to sea to tiio printing of [them], I have to infomv tilt 
pn'ntera have hoon wtiio fimp entrft£?<*'^ in that bn-'inf^'?, aii l will not attend to any 
other until thui in aooouiplishcd. But to jmnt tht ia, really will take a consider- 
able time, and oaanot he done as soon as was expected, bat depend, that they 
wiUboMidytoddiTortothoAsBiittUyottliijriMxtsaMonat Winds^^ The 
session referred to, oommenoed onthe Sd ol June. Hie offenees for whioh tho 
Yorkers were tried were eommitted on tiiA SSth of April, noio tiiMi o 
beloM tho piomnlgotiop of tho stototeb 
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amoimtuig to £1,477 18g.) irare divided eqnaUj among the 
ddinqnentB.^ 

In commenting upon these eventfi, Ira Allen in a loiter to 
Benjamin Bellows of Wal])olc, written from Westuiiiibter, 
expressed what may be regarded as tlie sentiments of the more 
moderate portion of the partizans of Vermont " It is not our 
design/' said lie, " to treat the iidiabitanta of this county with ' 
6e Verity, but witli much lenity as the nature of tlie cas^e will 
admit. Yet the authority of this state mnst be Bujiporled, for 
conimifesions from two different states can no longer subsist 
together. We mean not to boast of our victory over tho^e 
gentlemen that were in favour of Kew York in this county, 
but hope to make them our friends, and have the ])leasure of 
treating them as such. We mean tins movement as a defiance 
to the old goyamment of New York, with whom we have long 
contended for our properties." 

The effect of theee disturbances was visible not only in the 
conduct of the memben of the two parties towai-ds one another, 
but also in the measures adopted by the Legislature of Vermont. 
When on the 2d of June, the General Aasembly held a special 
sessioik at Windsor, thk effect was made especially apparent. 
The act which was then passed, entitled, An act to prevent 
persons from exercising authority, unless lawfully authorised by 
diis Btate,^ was one of the direct results of the attempt which 
had been made by Col. Patterson to obey the directions of the 
state of New York. No one could mistake the intention of the 
government of Yermonti when it uttered its edicts in terms as 
plain and decided as these: — 

^ Whereas there 9xe divm persons within this state, who 
have opposed, and do continue to opp^^ the govenmient there- 
of ; and who do, by every way and means in their power, endea- 
vor to obstruct the free exercise of the powers of govenmient 
within the same : 

" Which mischief to prevent, 

** Be it enacted, and it is hereby enacted, by the representatives 
of the freemen of the state of Vermont, in General Assenibly 
met, and by the authority of the same, tliat if any persons with- 
in thia state, except continental officers, shall, after the tii"st day 
of September next, accept, hold, or exercise any oiHce, either 

• Ma Court Beeordk George CSiatoii Papers in K. Y. SUte lAw voL viL 
te.sm.aMS. Doe. Hitt K. T., iT. 957-46S. 81«d«niYifl(irteFl^«% MS- 
SIS. NwntivMof OldMen. 
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civil or military, from or under any authority, other than is or 
shall be derived from this state, and be thereof duly convicted, 
they shall, for the first otfeiice, pay a fine not exceeding illOO 
lawful money, according' t<^ tlie discretion of the court which may 
have cognizance tliereof ; and for the secoud offence of the like 
kind, shall bo wliipped on the naked body not exceeding forty 
stripes, accortiitig to the discretion of the court before whom 
tliey are prosecuted ; and f^r tlie third offence Bhall have their 
riglit ear nailed to a po^t, and cut off, and be "l)randed in the 
forehead with the capital letter C on a hot iron. This act to 
continue in force until the rising of the AsBembij in October, 
1780, and no longer." 

In order to ezprees their approbation of the manner in which 
the late opposition of the Yoikers had been resisted, the As- 
sembly appointed Edward Harris of H^faz, Silas Webb of 
Thetford, and Col. John Strong of Dorset, a committee to wait 
on his Excellency the Qovemor, and the members of the Ootm- 
oil, and convey to them the thanks of the Assembly for fheir 
promptness in 'raising and sending the pom eomUaim into 
Oambeiiand* county in the month of Hay provions, ^for the 
pur})oae of apprehending the rioters who were tried at West- 
minster.'^ As a reward for his inyfllnable services, Ethan 
Allen was, on the 3d of Jane, created a Brigadier General, and 
the snm of 48b. lawfbl money per diemy was voted to eacb of 
those who had accompanied him or the other colonels, for the 
purpose of assistinpr the sheriff. At the same time means were 
taken to organize militia companies. As the initiative in this 
undertaking, tlie male?* in the town of AVliiting, between the 
ages of sixteen an<l sixty, were ordered to choose a ca]>tain, 
a lieutenant, and an ensijjn, and the same directions were given 
to the inhabitants of Xewfane. Owin^ to a representation 
made to the As^emldv charirinST the eiieniica of the state resid- 
in^' in Cumberland county witli being in possession of con- 
siderable stocks of ammunition," the selectmen of the different 
towns were ordere<l to make a])j>lication for, and receive every- 
thing of this description that might be held in their respective 
districts. In case of resistance, they were authorized to seixe 
the contraband articles. No one was exensed from affording 
aid in carrying this law into execution. 

In the Council, measures more conciliatory in their nature 
were adopted. Mi^. Stephen Eow Braiiley was appointed 
to prepare a proclamation " to be issued by hia EnseUenc^/' 
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relative to the disaffected inhabitants of Cumberland county. 
The infitrument was drawn in contbrniity with the sentiments 
of the Conncil. On tlie 3d of June it received the official 
fianction in tlie following form : — 

" By His Excellency Thomas Chittenden, Esquire, Governor, 
Captain General, and Oonunander in chief in and over the 
State of Vermont. 

A Proclamation. 
Whereas, sandry persons inhabitants of this state, forget- 
ting that great tie of allegiance that on|^t to bind erery sub- 
ject in a faithful obedience to that power which protects life, 
libertjr, and fortune; being instigated, partly through their 
own mistaken notions of govenmient; not considering that all 
power originates from the people and building on a false 
f^asouy that a public acknowledgment of the powers of the 
earth is eesentidi to the existence of a distinct, separate state ; 
but more especially being deceiyed and influenced by certain 
personsjf who have crept in privately to spy out and overturn 
the libertiies of this state, purchased at the deaiest rate, who 
acting under pretence of power assumed by a neighboring 
sister state, never derived from God or nature,^ hare imposed 
their tenets on the credulous, whereby some have been led to 
follow their pernicious ways, in consequence of which, some of 
my faitliful 8uV>jects have been traduced to oppoBC the authority 
of this state, and obstruct the course of civil law to the disturb- 
ance of the peace, thereby incurrin*^ the penalties of tliat great 
rule of right, whicli requires obedience to the powers that are. 

" And whereas the supreme authority of this state, are ever 
willing to alleviate the miseries of those unhappy subjects, who 
transLn*ess la W6 through mistaken notions, inremittingthe penalties 
tliereof ; mvl itiasmuch as equnl puFiislnnontH, in this case, cnrinot 
bedisti'ibutedj^ without punishing the riglitidis with the wicked. 

"I have therefore tliought fit, by and with the advice of 
Council, and at the desire of the representatives of the freemen 

* The form of the proclamation given in the text, is taken from the published 
copy. Tn the original draft the worday ** vllOM TOioe isthe TOiMof Ood," Wl* 
inserted after the word " peopde." 

■f In the original, this passage ran, deottved and led on by certain persons 
ordained of old to eondemnation.*' 

) In tho origina], th<M wofds ir«r« inaorted at tUa point, ^iMiiig moatly 
eoeniii?** to the proeperity of America.." 

§ In the oripliiiil, the worl? "ina-Tiiuch as the tares in this world cannot be 
Beparato<l from the wheat," are used in place of the aentenee commencing *'ina»> 
mneh as," in the iezt. 
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of this state, in General Assembly met, to make known and 
declare tliiii my gracious debign of mercy to every oflender, 
and do hereby pubhsh and declare to all persons, residing 
vvithin tliis state, a full and free pardon of all public offences, 
crimes and misdemeanors heretofore committad within the 
limits of the bame, against the honor and dignity of the free- 
men til rc'if; remitting to all and ^inL^nbir, tlie persons afore- 
said, all penalties incurred for brcic !;.-^ nt die peace, such 
riots, mobs, tumultuous assemblies, (;ontem])t of and opposition 
to authority, excepting only the crimes of high treason, mW 
prision of treason, and other capital offences, committed since 
the fifteenth day of January, 1777;* and all persons indicted, 
informed against, or complained of for any of the offences afore- 
said, committed before this date, may plead this proclamalioii 
in discharge thereof, provided nothing herein contained be cott- 
etni^ to extend to any penon to whom judgmentbaaalreadj been 
rendered, nor to bar any person from recovering priTftte damagieiy 
anything contained herein to the contrary notwithstanding 

And I do further aaanre the anhjecta of this state^ that it is 
not the design of gOTemment to tdke from any one the peace* 
able enjoyment of his own possessions, acquired by the sweat 
of his brow, whatever falsehoods, wicked and designing men 
may havQ invented to disquiet the minds of the fidtiiM subjects 
of ^e state of Yermcntt 

" Given under my hand and seal at arms, in the Council 
Chamber at Windsor, on the third day of June, 177U, in the 
tliird year of tke iudupendence of this and the United States of 
America. 

• *' Thomas Chittenden. 
**By His Excellency's command. 

"Jonas Fay, Secretary, ^wv iem, 
" God save the People.''^ 

* Ihe word* ** and «fh«r capital offenoec, Minmitted Aaf iStM llftMiitli ^ «f 

January, 1777 ** are wanting in the original The word« following **iBiapriat(m Vt 
treason" in tho oripiiml ftre, " against tliis, or the Unitetl States.** 

f In the original draft, this panurraph was introduced by the following sen- 
tence: "And I do further recoiuoieud and eujotu upon every deoumination of 
men, striet obedienoe to ilie Inwt ; is the eneeotire antiiority we detenninad to 
eariy into execution every good and whtdoaomo lnw mode by fbo IrotOMni oftUo 
State." Other yerbal differences not hero noted, nmy be observed by comparing 
Uie proclnnmtion in the teii with the originnl draft publiflbed in Slndft'e Vt^ Stele 
Papora, })p. 556, 557. 

^ MS. letter of Ira Allen to Uenjnniin Bellowa. Slade's Vt SUite Papera, f p 
299, 990. Beoorde 6«iiOTal AMembly Vt Reoordi Goonoil Yi 
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By a resolalion of the Oouncil passed on the Tth of June, 
this proclamation, the orders of the Governor to Col. Etlian 
Allen dated the 6th of May, 1779, and an extract from 
the records of the adjourned session of the superior court, 
held at Westminster on the 2t>tli of the same month, were pnh- 
lished together, in order that the people might not be imin- 
fonned conceining the measure which had been taken to 
uphold the autliority of the state. 

On being apprised of the disturbances which had occurred in 
Cnmberland county, Governor Clinton, on the 29th of May, 
transmitted by express, the papers contamiiig the information 
to John Jay the president of Congress, with a request that he 
would lay them before Congress without delay. By the same 
conveyance he wrote to the New York delegation, telling them 
tliat the Vermont business had reached a crisis, and assuring 
liiem of his confidence in their exertions to obtain the opinion 
of CongresB on that subject at the earliest moment poeBibl& 
He informed them that the state Legislatore would meet on 
atiB 1st of June, and would probably adopt decidye measures. 
At the same time he assured them that he should issue his 
orders to the militia, and make the necessaiy arrangements for 
supporting the injured dignity of the state; and further, that 
he should conceive it his duty to order a force of a thousand 
men who liad been destined for the defence of the frontiei"?, to 
inarch to lirattleborough for the protection of that and the 
adjacent towns, unless the interposition of Congress should 
render such a measure unnecessary.* 

On the 22d of Mav, before several of the events above referred 
to were known in Fliiladoljihia, resolutions had been proposed in 
Conirressbv the New York delegation, the object of which was to 
obtain from Congress an acknowledgment of the right of each 
of tlie thirteen states to retain in its possession all tlie lands it 
had held while a colony of and subject to Great Britain, and 
to declare in what manner disputes regarding territorial juris- 
diction should be settled. On the 29th, the day on which these 
resolutions were to have been taken up in committee of the 
whole, ^formation anticipatory of trouble in Cumberland 
county was received, which led Congress to postpone their 
consideration. The committee met, however, on the 1st of J une^ 
and were engaged in a diseuasion of the resolutions, when letters 

* Fipin rclfttiiig to Yt Gmtroreny, in cHIm Sm. Stftte H. T.» 14. 
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' arrived from Clioton containing an account of the trouble 
which had been foreBbadowed. Altliough these letters were 
not laid before OongreeSi yet the legialation which followed was 
probably based in part npon theuL A resolution was passed, 
* anthoiiaing the appointment of a committee who should be 
instmcted to repair to the GrantB>^' and leam the reasons why 
the inhabitants refused to continue citizens of the respective 
states which had previously exercised jurisdietaon over that 
district ; and fkirther, to take every prudent measure to promote 
an amicable settlement of all differences, and to prevent the 
recurrence of animoeitieB and divisions which had abeady been 
so prejudicial to the interests of the United States. Infonnsr 
tion of this proceeding was conveyed to Grovemor Clinton in 
letters dated the 1st of June, from John Jay, the president of 
Congress, and from the Kew York delegation. In the com- 
munication of the latter, moderation was especially recom- 
mended. " In our opiniou," said tliey, " it will be wise to 
abbtaui from hostilitiuii fur the prcisent, and rather suffer a little 
than shed hlood." Thej also expressed a hope that every cause 
of jealousy woidd be removed, and that " mutual contidence, 
harrnony, and good understanding," wouhl arise between ^ew 
York " and her sister states to the eastward.''* 

On the 2(1 of June, Oliver Ellsm)rtli and Jesse Root of Con- 
necticut, Timothy Edwards of Massachusetts, Dr. John Witlier- 
spoon of New Jersey, and Col. Samuel J, Atiee of Pennsylvania, 
were deputed to visit the Grants" in accordance with the 
resolve of Congress. Notice of their appointment was imme- 
diately communicated to them, accompanied with an urgent 
request from the president of the Connrress, that they would 
enter immediately on the business which had been intrusted to 
them. 

While affairs were in this condition, Governor Clinton wrote 
from his camp in the Highlands, on the 7th of June, to those 
who were especially interested in the amicable setdementof 
the disputes which had been the cause of so much ill feeling 
and violence. He informed Samuel Minott, the chairman of 
the committee of Onmberland county, that the advance of the 
British up the Hudson had delayed the meeting of ihe*Legialar 
ture, and had compelled him to take the field. At the same time 
he assured Hinott that he should eonv^e the members as soon 

* Fapert reUifctng to Vt. Controverfy, ia office Soa State N. Y., pp. 16« 16. 
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aa the safety of the country would admit of his retnin, and 
ahonld endeavor to induce them to concert snch measures as 
woidd insure the peace and safely of the inhabitants of Onmber- 
land oonnty. <^In the mean time^" said he, mnst earnestly 
recommend to yon to continne firm in the canse in which yon 
are engaged, and to conduct yonrselTes with pmdenoe towards 
the revolters, and yon may rest aasored that I shall make eyeiy 
exertion for yonr protection of which the execntiye anthorily 
of government is capable."* 

To General Washington he commnnicAted ISb regret that the 
late resolntions of Congress were insufficient to remedy the 
difficnltieB which they were designed to meet, and announced his 
intention of quitting the field in order to convene the Legisla- 
ture, and make the necessary arrangemeiiU for vindicating 
the aiitliority of the state. "I had Ihtttercd myself," wrote he, 
"that in coiiaeiiuence of my representat Inn that Ethan AUen 
having the rank of a colonel uncier Cosigrces, had with his 
asiM:>ciatC8 seized and impri»uiie J the prmcipal civil and military 
otiicerB of this state in the county of Cuinherland, the justice 
and wisdom of C ^tiltcss would have adopted snch measures aa 
might have prevented this state from the cruel necessity they 
will too probably be reduced to in a short time, of opposing 
force to force. Your Excellency, who knows my inclinations 
and conduct, the zeal and exert inns of this state in the common 
canse, and their long and patient forl)earance under the usur- 
pation of their revolted citizens, will judge with what anxiety 
we look forward to the cmel ^ilomtna to which by the great 
principle of self-preservation we may shortly be reduced ; and 
this anxiety is rendered doubly painM by the reflection, tliat 
the general interest of America must necessarily be affected by 
applying the resonrces for maintaining the authority of this 
state^ which hare been so amply and liberally afEbrded by them 
since tiie commencement of die war in support of the common 
canse." He also informed him that in order to cany into 
execntion the measnres npon whicb he had detemiined,-it would 
be necessary for the state to be ibmished with appropriate 
means. He therefore desired Washington to return ^ the six 
brass six-ponnders, together with tilieir apparatus," which Kew 
Yoik had loaned to the United States in the year 1776, or to 
replace them in case they were not to be obtained. As to pro- 

* Papers reUUng to Yt Controvcrtyf in office Sea State N. p. 17. 
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▼iBioDSy he stated that he had been ordered by the Legidatnre 
to collect a " magazine of flour,'* but that it wonld, perhaps, be 
wanted bj those who might be ordered to support the anthorily 
of the state. The whole tone of the letter was in keeping with 
the conrse which the Governor had determined to puisne as a 
faithful guardian of the interests of the state.* 

Ill writing to Jaj, Clinton declared his opinion concerning the 
late action of CJongress in language even more decided tliiin 
that which he had used in his letter to Washington, lio 
expressed liis astonishment and ctmccm tliat Congress had 
" pa«.sed over in jiroltnuid silence" the remonstrances which had 
been sent them a£raiTiftt the cAii liict of the revolters from New 
York. He appealed to their candor to decide whetluT their 
inaction accorded with their n jieated resolutions in which they 
had declared their determination to "discountenance every Rpecios 
of disrespect shown l)y any officers in their service to the le)i:isla- 
tive or executive authority of th^ respective states or whether 
it was a proper result of their decision of the 1st of Juno, 
whereby they had resolved to "pay an equal attention to tho 
rights of the state of New York with those of the other states 
in the Union." Not doubting the purity of the intention of 
Congress iniqipointing a committee to confer with the revolters, 
he at the same time made known his disapprobation of the 
measure in terms which could not be misunderstood. ''I am 
apprehensiTe^'' said he, it will by no means produce the salu- 
tary effects for which I suppose it was calculated ; for, notwith- 
standing the just and generous terms offered by my different 
proclamations founded on the resolutions of the Legislature of 
this state, the refractoiy disposition of the principal actors in 
this revolt has still increased. By &em it will be considered 
as an implied acknowledgment of their authority, and thereby 
tend to strengthen the usurpation ; and in the minds of the 
well-«flfected citizens who know the repeated and uncontradicted 
declarations which the principal revolters have made that they 
have received encouragement from several members of Con- 
gress, some of whose names are mentioned, and who have 
observed that the most flagrant insults against the civil authori- 
ty of this state, even by officers of Congress, have been totally 
disregarded, it will, I have too much cause to fear, excite fresh 
jeaiouBies." For these reasons he recommended that the con- 

* Plupen reUtiog to Yt CoatroTersy, in ofllee See. 8tate K. Ti, p. KX 
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fcrence committee should postpone their journey until the state 
Legislature should have time to convene, and consider the late 
resalyes of Congress. His letter to the New York delegation, 
though not as comprehensive, contained sentiments similar to 
those annoiuiGed in the letten to Minott, Washiogton, and 
Jav* 

By the committees of six towns in Cuml3orland county, which 
acknowledged the Jarisdiction of New York, John Scssiona of 
Westminster Jnras commisaioiied to bear to -Governor Clinton an 
official account of the late transactionB, and of the difficnltieB to 
which the auhjectB of Kew York had been ezpoeed in coaae- 
quence of thdr obedieace to the laws of that state. In the letter 
of the committees which he carried, dated the 8th of June, an 
earnest wish was expressed that the state should bear his 
expenses to Philadelphia, whither they desired he should pro- 
ceed for the purpose of expediting, if possible, the detennination 
of Congress with reapect to the controrerBy* A report spread 
bj Ethan AUen, to the effect that two-thirds of the members of 
Congress were favorers of the new state of Vermont, served to 
render the committees especially anxious to know how much of 
tills story was to be placed to the account of truth, and how 
much to the workings of fancy. As to tlie cjQfcct which the 
legal prosecutions they had suffered had produced, tliey used 
this language : — " We would beg leave to inform your Excel- 
lency, that we cannot lowix endure our present distressing situa- 
tion, and if Congress dues not immediately interfere, or the state 
protect U9 eti'ectually and withmit delay, we shall T)e under the 
disagreeable necessity of submitting, though reluctantly, to be 
govomod by tlio enemies of the state/'f 

Similar to this was the account sent by Micah Townsend to 
Governor Clinton on the 9th. From his declarations it appeared 
that the greater part of the Green Mountain Boys, with whom 
he had conversed during the time of tlie disturbance, were 
cither unwilling or unable to make known the number of their 
''fighting men," or even of their regiments. He stated, how- 
ever, on the authority of Roswell Hopkins, the clerk of the 
General Assembly of Vermont, that tlieir militia force numbered 
three thousand, of which two thirds, it was supposed, would take 
arms against New York ; that they also depended upon the 

• Doc, ITist N. Y., iv. 96ft-976. Journala Ani. Cong , iil 285, 28R, 296-298, 
Ftpen relating to Vt» Ck)ntroTerBy, in office See. Stot^ N. Y., pp. IS, li^ 
4GMiieGUiitoiirto«niDV.T.8tMi«ia^ voL tUl do«. 9SM. 
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aaeistance of a thousand men from Berkshire coiintv, Masefi- 
chusettfi, in an emergencj, and upon the co-operation of the 
immigniats who were flocking from other states. He assured 
the Governor that Ethan Allen had remarked that tlie triolB 
of tlie Yorkers had not been held for the purpose of diste^eseiiig 
indiWduaU, but that they were intended as a ohaUenge to the 
government of New York "to torn out and protect their sub- 
jects.'' He also stated that Allen had pnUiolj declared tbatllie 
gnpporten of the new state bad, for a long time, been enga^od 
in making preparationa far a oontest with tfie YoilEeors, tiial A^y 
were now prepared to receiTe tiieir opponents, and were d^* 
rons that Gov emor dinfeon should be htfomed of their fe adfndi 
to fig^t ^ After so open a challenge,'^ wrote Mr.Townsend, ul 
view of these ch^nmstances, if Congress does not immediately 
determine this oontroTersj' in faror of New York, or the atete 
effectually protect their subjects here, it cannot be t3k»ught 
strange if tliey should in a body join the only government under 
which thcv can be secure. Who will dare resist the execution 

«.' 

of the laws of Vennont, unless nj)on tf)lerablv sure grouud, w iien 
whipping, branding, i^vrc., will infallibly be the consequence if 
snperior force does not prevent iti And if -,ul»niission muBtbe 
onr l«)t, will not the state hereafter, and with reason, have those 
who are now their friends for enemies ? If Congrfc-> dn not take 
np the matter presently, or if tliey make only a tempumry ^et- 
tleni ont, it is clear to me tlnit Vermont is favororl. nnd will intn^- 
liblv maintain their indr])cii(ience unless the fi df \rw V. Tk 
prevents it immediately. For Kew York to delay taking arms, 
however specious the reasons, is the same as to yield the point." 

In discussing the subject at greater length, Mr. Townsend 
recommended to Governor Clinton, in case the Legislature 
should deem it best to defSond their constitaentB, to send from 
New York a force strong enough " to bear down all opposition" 
in the oonnty, and then, if it should be thought practicable to 
make use of the Yorkers resident in Yennont, to snpply them 
with arms, ammnmtion, and some experienced offlcen." He 
farther suggested, as a plan which had been comnranicated to 
him by one who was acqnamted with militaiy matten,*^ and 
who had erer been a stanneh sapporter of the jnrisdicttoa of 
New York, that fortifications shonld be erected to endose the 
Oonrt-honse at Westminater, and that two hnndred or three 
hundred men should be sent to build them and to aet as a gar- 
rison when th^ should be completed. The accomplishment of 
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this deBigii be daierfbed as eaagr, owing to the bluff a fyw rods 
nordi Off the bufldiog, wbi^ w<mld serre as a naftnnl ntnpart, 
and to the level eharaetei^ of libe gromid in ereiy odier directioii. 
Under the protection of the pammm he recommended the esta- 
blishment of oonrts of justice, a measure which, he supposed, 
"wonld tend gradually to restore order and end opposition. ** In 
this event," paid he, "Cliarlotte comity will be bet^-een two 
fi ret^, the British and tlie Yorkers." To support the trrops lie 
donbted not that private cuntnbntionR wonld be nia'lp. Tn 
boluilf of Col. Bamncl "Wei)" <'t' nr.Mfli-l>Mr.-Mi::-]i, lie proiniscd a 
thousand poundn of beef and a barrel of pork. He also expressed 
his belief that when it should appear that New York was " in 
earnest" in hor ct}'( rts, a company could be easily raised in the 
connty to assist in garrisoning the fort.* 

These various communications, containing expressions beto- 
iMiitig an intention of prompt and decisive action in certain 
qjdwMBy Hrere not without their effect. To atone for a supine^ 
n€S8» wMeb was probably the result of ignorance rather than of 
deefgn, Oongresa resolved unanimously, on the 16th of June, that 
tlie officers acting under the state of New Yorir, who had been 
Ittt^ deprived of their liberty by certain pesrsons of a district 
t^SM the New Hampddre Graats," ought to be immediately 
Hberafed; direeted the committee of eoofetenee, that bad 
'JhiMW ^f bMi appcnnled, to inqidre into the snbjeota diaensaed 
fti Governor OlintoD's ktten, and report specially to Congress ; 
dedared that Congress did not intend, by tiieir reeolirtion of the 
let of Jnne^ to uphold principles anbvefnve of, or nnftvorable 
to, the internal policy of any of the United States ; and decided 
tbat, inasmuch as "very salutary ^ecfts" were expected to follow 
the appointment of the committee of conference, further proceed-* 
insTSon Governor Clinton's comnmuications should be postponed 
mitil that committee should report. Of the views of Congress 
at this time, upon the coi 1 1 i <n-ersy between New York and Ver- 
xnont. Jay, in a letter to Olintv»ii, <»b6erved; — "The majority of 
the li' ii^o have ]» roper ideas on the subject, and we flatter our- 
selves that it will terminate right." Clinton received the reso- 
lutions of the ICth on the 23d, and immediately informed the 
New York delegation, that in consequence of the measures 
adopted by Congress, he should defer convening the Legislature 
until the begnming of Angnst He further remarked that this 
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delay would give the committee an opportunity to report, and 
at thoMme time would not prevent him, in lus oMcial capacity, 
fiEom makiiig auch amagements for supportiDg the authcci^ of 
the state as oiiooiiMtaaoM might leqnire.* 

Notwitbttandiiig the exoitement which had followed the 
attempt to seize the, property of those who had refused to act 
in the serrioe of Yennmity Chittenden proceeded on the lltk 
of June again to. draft men, and did not fail to include the 
eonthem part of Cumberland oonnfy in the district from which 
levies were to be raised. In obedienee to his ordei8| one of the 
officers of Yermont informed Beigamin Jones Jr., and John 
Kaidian of Fnlhaniy on the 17th| that thej were required to do 
military duty. On their refusal to comply, being subjects of 
New York, the officer took a cow from each, and ntM one of 
them by anetion, and retained the other for the uae of the 
state.t On the 2l8t, a party of YermonterB, acting under the 
same authority, seized a heifer belonging to Ezra Bobinson of 
Fulham, and without notifying to the owner the time and place 
of tlie sale, disposed of the property at vendue. On tlie same 
day an officer who had been directed to deumud the services of 
Epliraim llice of FnUiani as a soldier, called at liis house 
accoiapanied by five men. Rice refused either to perve, or to 
pay one half tlie amount requiriid to engage a sTibstitut<j. 
Thereupon the otiicer took possession of a cow and a heifer, the 
value of whicli was nearly twice the amount necessary to dis- 
charge the obligation, and sold them imder the hammer with* 
out public notice of the time or place of the sale. 

While matters were in this condition, Dr. Witherspoon and 
CoL Atlee, two of the members of the committee of conference, 
arrived at Bennington, and held an interview with Cliittenden 
and others concerned in the goyenmient of the state. On the 
23d, the- two members wrote to Samuel Minott, informing him 
of the object of their visit, and of the results which they hoped 
to achieve. tChey expressed .a hope thai by the inteipcaitioii 
of Oeng^ress, thero would be in a short time a happy accommo- 
dation of all differences, and stated that Hiey had for the pre- 

* Doo. liiit N. Y. iv. 976-978. Papers relatiog to Yt CkmtroT«ny, in offie« 

fSMk fliidtt Vm T.t %\t ai» 

f Ob the SSd of Jqljr foUowli^ the "indoMd wood* of Jolui KsUmo wm 

ent€rc«3, and " about three loads of hay" were removed, an«l appropriated to the 
Qso of tlie state of Vennont Oooigo Clinton ttupm, in K. Y. Stote libi, toL 
fiU. doc 2462. 
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sent obtained a promise from Gbvemor Chittenden, that the 
subjects of !N"ew York resident in Cumberland county, ehould 
not be molested until a final settlement of existing differences 
should be effected. In view of these oonsiderationBy the com- 
mittee recommended to Mr. Minott to counsel those whom he 
represented^ to raise iheir full proportion of men, whenever the 
services of the people of Yeimont were required either by the 
mlers of that state, or hj continental offlcere. By following 
this adyiee, the Yorkers would neither acknowledge the 
authority of Yermont, nor disavow allegiance to 'New Yoik. 
Such a eonise would also remove all impntatiotts of disaffection 
to the cause of the United States, and would aid effectually in 
adyancing tlie measures of pacification which were then on 
foot* 

In a letter of the same date to a friend ii> Cumberland 
counts-, Governor Chittenden advanced similar sentiments. 
Referring to the late refusal of some of the inhabitants of that 
county to serve in the Vermont militia, he expressed his regret 
that " a second insurrecti<m and open violation of the authority" 
of Vermont, and of the Tainted States had occurred, and that 
•'private difficulties eli'-nld in the least impede" a general 
union in defence of the iil)erties of America. Owinir to the 
urgent necesBity of securing the fn ntlers from depredation, he 
entertained no douht that the inliabitants of Cnmberland county 
would readily assist in that service. So long as tlx'v should con- 
tinue to do ^eir proportion in the present war, and the ques- 
tion of jurisdiction should remain undetermined, he recom- 
mended tlie suspension of all prosecutions against those who 
acknowledged themselves subjects of the state of New York.t 

To obtain the information concerning Vermont desired by 
GongresS) the committee of conference propounded a number of 
written queries to Governor Chittenden on the 24th. To these 
he returned written replies. The sentiments entertained by the 
goTemment of Yermont towards that of Kew York and of the 
United States, became in this manner more ftilly known, and 
enabled Oongress to ascertain with greater acenraey the 
strength of &e position which Yermont had taken. The 
reasons assigned by Chittenden for the seizure of cattle in the 
preceding month, were the same that had been alleged at the 
time of the transaolion. In answer to the main question of the 

• Fftpen relating to Tt. Controvewy, in ofEce Sec. State N. Y., p. 2S. 
f Piqpen reUting to YU ContioTerBy in office Sec Bute 1^. Y., p. %L 
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committee, whether the people of t!ie new state would be 
willing to rel'er the fiiml decisiun ot The (iueBti* of jurisdictioii 
to the Congress of the United States, Cliittendeii answered that 
he believed he liud the wiirrant of his constituents in saying, 
that "they would tliink themselves happy" in eubmitting to 
the arbitration proposed, provided the privileges granted lo 
Vermont in supporting her cauMi were equal to those granted 
to New Yofky and on the fnither conditioa that the people of 
the former state should be peimitted to reserve to themselves 
in the trial all the " rightai privileges, immuuitieey aod advan- 
tages," which they might poBMflB by any fonaer power, gmDta, 
or jurisdietioa.* 

Witfaenpoon and Atlee^ haying aocompliahed th«r Tnieaioo 
to their own satisfaction, set out for Albany without waiting fat 
the arrival of their ooUeagnes. Meantime, Governor Chitten- 
den having been iDformed that the ^cattle which had been taken 
from the Yarkers, had been sold in ccmaequenoe of his orders 
of the 11th inst, transmitted the intelligenoe, on the 37th, to 
the Congressmen with whom he had so lately held conferenee. 
In his letter he assured them that the seizure and sale wero 
wh<^y the rssnlt of the refusal of some of the dtbens of 
Cumberland county to contribute their proportion in support 
of the war, and could not, therefore, prejudice his attempts to 
effect a recouciliatiou. lie also inloi med them that Mr. Hoot, 
and Mr. EU^Wi rih, two of the other thi-ee membei*s of the con- 
ference cniiimittee, were then within a few miles uf Bennins^ton. 
So auxioiis was lie to insuj'e the safe delivery uf his coniniuni- 
cation, that he sent it by the haixl.- <>f a special nictjfceuger. In 
their reply, the conunittee nianitcbted ^reat concern lest this 
last disturbance should be the means of defeating tlie measures 
for a reconciliation whicli had been agreed on. Althou|^ 
unwilling to regard it as a breach of the agreement," yet thsy 
did not hesitate to inform Mr. Chittenden that all hopes of a 
peaeeM settlement would be frustrated, unless prooeedings of 
this nature were dlsooontenanced and forbidden, and restitu- 
tion made to those whose property lia 1 been taken. 

On their return to Fhilade^ia, Witherspoon and Atiee poa- 
sentfld a report to Congress on the 13th of July, embraeing an 
aooomit of the manner in which thqr had be^n receiTed by 
new stato vmt o£ the written replies wU^ they had 

• Tlipm VAtttiiia to Ti Cootrartny, in oAm 8m. Btilo It p 14 
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received in their conference with. Governor Chittenden. It 
does not appear tliat this reijort was ever accepted, nor could it 
liave beeu with pro[)rietj, since it ^vas presented by two mcin- 
bers of the committee onlv, wliile three was t}ie smallest num- 
ber authorised to act oiiicially. As tar as this mission was 
illtoaded to answer tiba purposes of those who proposed it, it 
fW * £ailuj«.* It Berred, bowerer, to sustain the hopes of the 
new state party and to give them fresh zeal in tbeir efforts to 
pbtain from Congress an aoioLowlfldgiiieiit of Yennont as a free 
and independent statcf 

On the 23d of July, the committoee of Hinsdale, Guilford, 
Halifax, Brattleborough, Fulham, Putney, Westminster, Bock* 
in^iaoiy Springfield, and Weathenfiold, aasembled in oonveii. 
tion at the houBe of OoL Seijeants in Bni^eborongh for the piir> 
p»e of QOQoertiog measiirai to protect theiuBelTeB and tiieir 
ffOiMtitnentfl from the indignities to which ihej were aub- 
j«ctod hj the anthorities of Vermont Samoel Kinott being 
chairman and SOcah Towneend clerk, a petition was prepared, 
addremd *^ to the honoiable the Gongim of the United States 
oi America,'* in which the disputes concerning the jurisdiction 
of the New Hampshire Grants were reviewed, and the conduct 
of those concerned in thorn, noticed. In opi^osition to the 
attcm])t8 of those who deblieJ to establish Vermont as a eepa- 
ruLe and independent state, the petitionei-s stated that a majority' 
in several, and a respectable minority in other towns in Cum- 
berland county, includinix men of the best character and estates, 
were of the opinion that the setdement made by the kin^ of 
Great Britain in the year 1704 was Ktill binding and would so 
remain until Congress should determine othcnvise. Announ- 
cing this as their own l)elief they declared that they had refused 
to join in the '* unprovoked aiul unrejisonable " revolt from 
New York, choosing rather to suffer the inconveniences which 
would attend their loyalty than to join in an internal revola- 
tion whose consequences would tell so iataUy upon the common 

* During three or four months sueeeeding the ykit of tbe oongrcaeional committee 
of < o p fefe n ee,Hit |w>b>bteflitAl^k»tof yewwDt wwei^ 
i^plattttoT«tlM In «ke ofdeiw of OoL Saaml Fleteiier to Jm Burk 
«f WmShMv, 4aM At TowMhena «a Ihe 2d of Attgni^ int , Burk is dirMfetd 

** to tall upon thf*c cnlled Yorkpr8"to contribute their proportion in hirinp tt 
man to do military duty, "but not to proceed in law ngaiiift them in cftpc of 
Kfa«al ftt this time." George Clinton Papers, in N. Y. State Lib., voL Tiii, 
doe. %4M, 
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cause of America, llcfuriiug to the cruel activity which had 
been evinced towards tlieni by the usiii ]»ed fjovcmment," and 
to the proecriptive and bloody enactments which tlic Li iri^la- 
ture of Vermont had seen ]>roper to paas, in order to h< M th« :n 
in subjection, they besought Gi)ngres8 — by the " c « >:n|ili're 
anarciiy " under which they had long suflered, by the imputa- 
tions to which they were continually exposed of being Ivranded 
as Tories on account of their refusal to obey the lawg of Ver- 
mont, and by the respect due the articles of confederation, 
whose words were intended as emblems of the protection which 
would be uiSotded to each of the United States — to adopt aach 
measures as should restore rights to those who had been 
deprived of them by violence, and ensure peace to a distracted 
people.* 

At the same oonrention, a letter was prepared for Governor 
C3inton, more partienlar in its details of the sitnation of aibus, 
and more desponding in its tone, than any which had preceded 
it In this communication Samuel HInott, in behalf of his asso- 
ciates, recounted the services which they had rendered, and 
refeired with regret to the litde good which had been thereby 
accomplished. He stated that a number of the inhabitama of 
Cumberland county, influenced by principles of duty and affiBC* 
tion towards the state of New York, and opposed to the exer- 
cise of an authority which they deemed usurped, had, since the 
bejjjinninfr «>!' the vciir 1778, chosen committees to conduct tlieir 
(Opposition ; that they had hchl frequent meetings for the pur- 
pose of preserving and increasing the interest on tliis subject, 
and had often addressed his Excellency in relation to itti import- 
ance ; that this attachment had subjected Bonioof them to tines, 
iniprisonnient, and the partial loss of their estates; and that the 
state of anarchy which they had been compelled to endure had 
been to them a constant source of trouble and disquiet. " We 
suffered all with patience and cheerfulness,*' continued the 
writer, hopincr that Congress would at length intert'ore and do 
justice to the state of New York, by recommending to the re- 
volted to return to tlieir allegiance and use their influence to 
quiet the disoi-ders. And when the violent mc^ur^ of Ver- 
mont had attracted the notice of Congress, and threatened 
to distorb the peace of the continent, we rejoiced at what had 

• Doe. n ist. K T., ir. 9S1-^. Ftopeit relating to Yi C w a lto fwy , in offitt 
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occa«iio!ictl Con^xress to attend to our dirticulties, thongli other- 
wise distressing. But wlien we are convinced tliat those from 
whom we expected relief, by public recommendations and pri- 
rate advice, countenance what we before thought was rebellion; 
and instead of supportiDg the jurisdiction of New York, advise 
its subjects to a temporarj sabmiauon to Vermont, and, aa we are 
informed, the offieeraof Yenuont how to conduct the opposition 
to New Yoik, we are diaoonniged, and think it needleea for na 
to Bfmd <mr time and moDcy, and perhapa snbjeet omaelTes to 
triala to treaaon, on aoeonnt of our duty to the state. Aa to 
dieir fhtnre condnct, he aBsored the Governor that the ooimly 
e o mtnit tae were to convene on the retom of their repreaenta- 
tivea from the Aasemblj of New York, and would then diaaolve 
and anbmit to the powers that are^** nnlesB it ehoold appear 
that the state had detenmned to assert and support its jurisdic- 
tion. Amid all these disoonragements, he did not ftil to dedare 
hia belief that the rights of New York coold be maintained on 
the ^ Grants.** In closing, he acknowledged with great courtesy 
the attentions which his Excellency had paid to the distresses 
of liis constituents, and expressed gratitude for the cflTorts which 
he bad made to restore peace to an unhappy country."* 

Before presenting the petition to Congress, the convention 
determined to submit it to the New York legislature, and ob- 
tain their views concerning its sentiments and })ropo6itions. It 
was accordingly placed in the charge of Charles Phelps, who 
was instructed to carry it to Kingston. Thence he was to take 
it to Philadelphia, provided the l^eg^islature should a^rec to bear 
his expenses. Tlie representatives in the New York Assembly 
fix>m Cumberland county at this time, were Micah Townsend, 
Elkanah Day, and John Sessions. The petition was brought in 
by Mr. Townsend on the 25th of August ; andy its object having 
been fnUy explained, the House signified their approbation of 
the course which it recommended by the following preamble 
and resolationB : — 

^Whereas, the inhabitants of flic towns of Hinsdale, Gnil^ 
fofd, HaHfiMCy Brattleborough, Fuiham, Putney, WestminsteTf 
Bockingham, Springfield, and Weathenfield, in the county of 
Cnmberland, are immediately and greatly affected by the dis- 
orders prerailing in the northrcastem pads of the state ; have 
goffered excee^ngly by their attachment to this state, and oppo- 



Digitized by Google 



B62 



umoax OF jubisbk TMKnrr. 



eition to the authority of the pretended state of Vermont ; may 
be presumed to be peculiai iy auxious for the rei^toration of order 
and good government t and under these cin uuistuuccs. nre enti- 
tled to great indulgence and attention. And, wliereais, die Le- 
gislature are disposed to attmipt every measure, which may 
liave eveu thfi most remote teudducy to peftoa and accomuuodft- 
tion : 

Resolved, therefore, that for the above reasoDS, this House 
do oonsent that the petition of the inhabitai^ o£ the said towns, 
iSgnied by Samuel ICino^ and baaring date tiie SSdof Jul/ lait, 
ba preaanted to Congress. 

Ecso1tq<1« tliat the Legislature will pvovide for the expense 
of the journey of Charloa PbelpSy Esq^ appointed bj the inki- 
bitanls of said towns, to present the said petitioa. 

^Ordered, that Mr. Jaj and Mr. F. BanekaTf otny tlie nid 
petition, together with a copiy of the above reMtatiflOi, to tJie 
Honorable the Seaate, and reqiieet their oononmnoe in (be eaid 
resoltttioDa.'' 

The petition was read in tibe Beaate on Hm ML Theaelifln 
4Kf the Ajisembly was approved of, and the same proambie aed 
resolutionB wera adopted as an eiprarion of the Tiewa of the 
npper house. While these measures were in progrc^, Qovemor 
Canton had addressed a message to the Legislature on the 25th, 
in whieh lie had referred to the *" disturbances in the north- 
eastern comities'* of the state, and lu the necessity of subduing 
to submission, tlioso who had excited them. Tlie theme sug- 
gested was taken into consideration on the 26th by u jnint com- 
mittee from the two Ii(ui>o8, who reported n draft of insU uctioos 
for the benefit of the Xew York delegation in Congress. The 
report wjis agreed to by tlie Senate on the same f1:iy, aiid on the 
27th was concurred in by the Assembly. Thcfee in.-r ructions, 
together with ilic il< K iHiu-ntt emanating from Cnmberland coun- 
ty previously mentioned, were intrusted to Phelps^ who soon 
after left Kingston for Fliiladelphia.* 

Wlule the Legislature of New Yotk and the citizena of that 
state in Oiimberiand countjr, were eagaged in endeavoring to 
induce Oongrees to adopt measnres which should pot a peri od 
to the dangers bj which they were threatened, Governor Chit' 
tendon waa nut idle. In a letter addroswd by him to Pwaktoat 

•H.T.A»emblyJoanisk K. T. 8«iate JcnmiSk. Doa Bbt K. MV- 
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Jay on the 5th of Angnst^ he maintained the right of the new 
statt; to a separate and independent jurisdiction, and stated in 
plain but forcible ternifi^ tlic reasons which had induced the 
liite seemingly severe conduct on the pai*t of Vermont towards 
the New York adherents. He denounced the action that CJon- 
gress had taken in tbeir refiolyes of the 16th of June previous, 
and declared that the authority of Yennont had been "im- 
fi^actod and oaoaiix^d" by them, b«£bre the facta and drcum- 
ftanceB in the case oonld hava been pflrtkmlarly known." The 
pvniehmeni wluch thoaa acting under Kew York authority had 
leceiYed, was owing, he remarked, to a high-handed breach of 
4k» pcaoe," of which they had been guilty, and be fiurtber stated 
tiiat lUimM Ubarafion )ukl been a£Qacied jaenom to the paiaage 
of tha ?aiwlvwe(iBaad tc. The fUl maed of piaiae wag giyan 
1o the va^or and paitriotim of iha Qreen Moantain Boys. 
likm raadincN to ai^age in the aoanea of war, and to bear 
proportion not only of the labor bat of the e^ense also^ 
leceiyed special conunant Kdwitlifllandiiig the dedaratLon 
el tb» iababitante the aomtliem part of Ounberland count}', 
tkat th^ were the warm friends and firm supporters of the 
cause of the United States, the Goremor asserted tliat many of 
them who were able-bodied and eftectivc, Lad tikkcii advantage 
of the dispute biitween New York and Vermont, " to Bcreen 
theuiBelvcB from service," and had refused to comply with the 
appeals which liad been frequently made to them for their 
qimtu of men jm-I money to furnish defence for their own fron- 
tieie. The whole tenor of this letter bore evidence to the inten- 
tion of tlie writer and liis friends, to maintain, at all hawds, 
.the indypundcTico of Yermuut as a separate state. 

On liis arrival in Philadoljihia, Phelps, not satisfied with 
delivering the documents of which he was the bearer, used his 
exertions to interest such members of Congress as he oonld 
<apffoaoh, in behalf of the naeasnres adTocated by tlic IN^ew 
York delegation. While eogiged in these attempts, he kept 
tlie Legislature, at whose expame was then supported, well 
ittSonmai of the temper of O^ngres^ and of the opinions wbicb 
jraa antwlained bjr the meqnbers on the aal^ect of the oon- 
IroTensy. Son^e of them, he stated in bis letter of the dlst of 
. SsptambeTi wei9 satiified with the naanar in wbicb Naw Tevk 
bad bom with tbo^ who bad maltiaated ber siilj ect% and ware 
of opimon that it was " high tjme^ to put an end to tbe jmis- 
diction of Yermont, At tbe same time ]ie did not cooceal 
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the fact, that there were others who would he ^^lad to sec Ver- 
mont established as a separate state. After numerous delays 
the subject of the controversy was taken up by Congress on the 
24th of September, and several resolations were adopted 
paratory to the final dispoeal of the matter. The committee 
of conference, who had boon appointed in the month of June 
previons, a mnjori^ of whom, as it was declared, had never 
met In 1^ district to which thej were eent, and, therefore, had 
never executed the basinees committed to them, or made ft 
regular report thereon to Oongre88--4iiJs committee were die- 
duirged from fnrther service** 

To the states of ^ew Hampshiie, Massachnsetls, and New 
York, llie passage of laws expresslj authorizing Congress ^to 
bear and determine all differences between them, relative to 
theu* respective boundaries, in the mode prescribed hj the 
articles of confederation,*' was earnestly recommended. To the 
game states tlie passage of similar laws was also recommended, 
concerning the settlement of disputes between them and the 
inhabitants of tlie " Grants." Congress also asked for authority 
to adjudge all differences subsisting between the grantees of the 
states named with one anutlier, or l>etween either of the states, 
respecting title to lands lying within the " Grants.'' In case 
this power was granted l)y the states concerned, Congress 
pledged their faitli to ctivry into execution tlie decisinTi they 
should make, wliatever it might be, in order tliat permanent 
concortl and harmony might be established, and all cause of 
imeasiness removed. The first day of Febmarj', 1780, was 
fixed upon as the time when Congress would hear the argu- 
ments of the different parties. As to the manner of voting, it 
was expressly stated that neither of the states interested in the 
controversy should vote on any question relative to its decision. 
Until this reference was had. Congress declared it the duly of 
the people on the Grants," who denied tKe jurisdiction of the 
states before mentioned, to abstain from ezerelsfaig any power 
over any of their neigbbois who professed aH^iance to any or 
either of the interested states. ^Hiey ftarther declared it to be 
incumbent on New York, New Hampshire, and Massachusetts 
respectively, to suspend the execution of their laws over the 
inhabitants of the ^ Grants,'* except in tlie ease of those wbo 
acknowledged the jurisdiction of any one of these states. In 

• Pftpen rekting to Vt CoDirorersy, in office State N. Y., 29. 
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defining the limits of that district for wiiicli a separate and 
independent juriediction was claimed, they resolved that none 
of the towns either on the east or west side of Connecticut river 
shotild be considered as included within it, those being excepted 
which had heretofore actoAlly joined in deojing the jnrisdio- 
tion of the states before name^ and had .asstuned a separate 
jaxiediction under the name of the state of Yennont. They 
also gave it as their opinion that no unappropriated lands or 
estates lying in this newly named district, wMch had been or 
might be adjudged, forfeited, or confiscated, ought to be granted 
or sdd, nntil the final decision of Congress should be made 
known. The inhabitants of Yermont were especially desired 
to abstain from all hostOe action, and to this end it was recom- 
mended to them to cultivate harmony and concord among 
themsdves, to forbear vexing each other at law," and to 
^give as Httie oecasion as possible for the interposition of 
magistrates." By these resolutions it was proposed, that the 
power of deciding the controversy should rest with Congress. 
On the 2d of October, it was proposed that this power should 
be vested in " conaaissioners or judges," to be appointed iu 
the mode prescribed by the ninth article of the confedera- 
tion. 

This programme of the course which Congress intended to 
pursue, wtis immediately transmitted to all the parties interest- 
ed, with a request that they would conform to its provisions. 
In compliance with this application, resolutions were passed and 
agents were appointed by New York, on the 2l8t of October. 
On the same day, the General Assembly of Vermont elected 
delegates to appear at Oongress to vindicate the right of that 
state to independence, and to agree upon articles of union and 
confederation. Massachusetts, although she did not choose 
agents to represent her in the approaching conference, avowed 
her right to a portion of the controverted tenit(»j, notwith- 
standing the agreements which had been previously made^ by 
which she had been excluded from participation. The resolves 
of Oongress were approved of in New Hampshire, and delegates 
weire chosen on the 17th of November, to present and ddTend 
ihe claims of that state at tiie time appointed. The power of 
deciding the unhappy disputes which had eaosed so mudi per- 
sonal and political animosity, was now in the hands of a tribu- 
nal which commanded the respect of the appealing states. To 
ii6 decibion, not only the parties cuucerued, but all the states in 
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die confederacy looked forward Willi an interett eooiineiMiinifee 
with the importance of the resoltB which were to foOow.* 

• i>oe. Hiist !7. Y., ir. 999-1006^ JounuOs Axb. Obig., iiL UO, 8«8, 86ft-t0, 

871. Shd*>'s Yt State Pnpcre, pp. 110-116. Pi^>et« relating to Vl Con t r o ^i» 
ly, in oiiice Seo^ State p. MX L»wt ol H. office See State N. 
1777-17891 
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GHAfXER XIV. 
OGsntBrBATucnx of tbx msMm im BuniHG cv bov-aioov* 

Ite Yoricen— SlMtioiit held hj order of New York— Mieah TowoMDd'k Letter 

to Gov. Clinton — Convention of Committees at Brattleboroagfa — Samuel Minott 
to C!mton — C1iarl(^ Phelps refuses to serve in the Yennont Sfilitin — He hh 
son Timothy are fined — Seoond Convention of the Coramitteea— Major Jonathan 
Hmit aont to FhiladelphiA-— Aetion of Oongrcw -attempta of Voinont to effieot 
»fl<#1iM#nlwiUi tiM Tork«n— Milion of Inhabitenli of CambarUHid wmtj 
to the New York Legialatore— Ch>T. GUntonV Lottflr to Samuel Minott-^odah 
Bigelow and Peter Briggs, tlir ronfiirnarioTis YorkcTT — Co\. Patterson's attempta 
to enlist SoMiera — Sn<»p!ci(in^ ooncerning the loyalty of Vermont to the Araeri- 
eaa oKato— Ctor. CHinton's opinioii — ^Heuing before Ck)ngre«i of the Olaimf to 
tli«''OfMlir--IiHairiMoftiN]adto Deibnoe 
boUt— Tlie Britiih wd Indiau plan mi on If ewlmfy— Are diTerftad from 
tbaircilject — ^They attack Royalton — Snfferfngtof the Havens family— Adveft* 
ttirea of Gen. Elias Stevens and Capt John Psrlthimt — K^enpeof tlio Rix f;imi1y 
- — Heroic conduct of Geu. Stevena — ^Varioiw iacident« cotiuecttHi wiUi the cap- 
ture of Uie inhabitaata — CoL Juhu iloiMe and hia men pursue the Enemy — The 
fS^fc— Tha Ibraat of dia Iiiffiana— lliair Vll^fc— 9kta of tha Oaptlvea— 0|ii* 
slona aanawnliig «ha Mntest of doL HooM^Bavlair ot fh* L aa i e a Indd a nto 
aoo«eet<^'^ ^ith the Inroad— Thf Pxploits of Mm Hande^^The Alarm nt Broolh 
TiTi<^— Tiio FliL'ht of the People — The Burning Bru»h-heapa at Newfane — Prepa. 
rationa for Defcnce-~The gathering of the Bohiiery— Tha Clilninwi <tf Koah 
bin 5en. misinteipreted — EzplanaUon of the Alarm. 

Dleino the winter of 1779, 1780, and the spring of the latter year, 

varions attempts were made to obtain from Congress a decision 
of the controverted question of jurisdiction wliich contiiuicd to 
liara'is the people of New Tork and cramp the energies of the in- 
Lahitants of Termont. The attention of Congress was so mucli 
occupied in fiuihering the general welfare of the Union, that tlie 
points of difference between the contending parties, were allow- 
ed to remain undecided. Meantime, Cumberland county was re- 
presented in the Legiplnturo of Xow York by MicahTownsend of 
Brattleborouo:h and Elkanah Dav of Westminster. Tlie former 
CKicnpied Ms seat the middle of Aogust, 1779, to the middle 
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of March, 1780, aiid was" indefrttiefa])ie in his endeavors to assist 

the uiliabitants of Cinnberlaiid county. Tlie latter was })ro«ont for 

a few days only, at the be*^iiming of the session; and, wlicther 

governed by choice or neceadity, did bat little to advance the 

interests of his constituents. 

In a few of the towns in tlie countv, the Yorkers continned 

to assert their rights, and did not scruple to punish tliose whoTn 

they deemed guilty of crime. Some time in the month of Fe- 

bmary , 1 780, lieoiy Sberbom and Timothy Root, inhabitants of 

Guilford, and snpportefB of New York audiority, ^ arrogated to 

themselves" the power of acting as judges in ftease between 

Ephraim Nichob and Henry Uix. Sherbum administered 

oaths, took the evidence in dae Ibrm, and, in oonohiBion, be and 

Boot decreed Hix goilty, and awaxded to him, aa a anitable 

punishment, fifteen atripea on hia naked back. It is stated that 

Job Whitney laid them on." Bnt the Onilfordite Yorkers 
were not content with partially establiAhing the jnrisdietioii of 
the state to which they owed allegiance. They aimed to be llie 
sole rulers within their own town. They were jealous of rivals, 
and of those who seemad to be aiming at that oonditioiL It 
was this sentiment which, on the 0th of May, brought Heaekiah 
Stowell, Asa Bice, Phineas Bice, and Micah Bice, headed by 
tlie before-named Sherburn, to the house of Levi Goodcnough 
Jr., who, by the authority of the people of *'the independent 
state of Vermont" %vas holding a court, and at the time of tlie 
visit, was busied in the trial of a criminal. On this occasion, 
Sherburn evinced higher powers of magistracy, for, by liis or- 
ders, Goodenough wiis forbidden to proceed witii the trial, tlie 
court was broken up, the criminal was ordered home, and the 
authoritr of Vennont was deiied. 

Circumstances like tlio«c «erved to awaken in the minds of 
the Yorkers the hope that they might be Buccessful in establish- 
ing what they regarded as the rightful jurisdiction. In several 
towns they attempted to exercise tlie right of sufirage, at the 
spring elections which had been ordered by New York. Simeon 
Edwards, a valiant citizen of Guilford, signed and posted up 
a warrant in the name of the sheriff," requiring the people of 
the town to assemble and elect a <Govemor and other civil offi- 
cers for the state of Kew York. In obedience to this call, those 
of the inhabitants who regarded the wairant as legal assembledf 
and an election was held. In other phioee the supporters of 
the new state, tore down the notificationB and threatened all 
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who shonM conoern themselyeB in Kew York elections with 
progeeations. When the people met at Potnej to vote, the 
Vennonten appearad in force, and, hy Iheir an^iitBtiv^ and 
Tnenactpg manner) pat an end to the voting. Cbndnet sunilar 
to this in o&€r towns deterred inanj of the more timorons 
friends of Kew Toik from deckring Iheir sentiments. The 
election was tegarded by aU as a frdlvre. It did not express 
even the little strength which was to be foond In the ranks of 
the minorify. 

On the lOih of April, after his retnm home fmm the session 

of the New York Legislature, Micah Townsend wrote to Go* 
vemor Clinton informing him of the sentiments which were 
entertained concerning the controversy, by the various classes 
of people with whom he was brought in contact For thi*ce 
years had the k>} al subjects of New York awaited the decision 
of Congress respecting the recoguition of Yeruiont as a sepa- 
rate Btate. To the February just passed thoy had looked Ibr- 
ward with the hope that tliis important question w nild then be 
settled. Their agents had, however, returned from Phila- 
delphia, and the most encouraging report tliey could give, was 
that Congress would not at ])resent determine the dispute. 
Uneasiness, "general and great," followed. A few openly 
^ponsed the cause of, and subscribed the oath of allegiance to 
Termont. Many, wavering between hope and fear, began to 
thiftk of safety in ^ an agreement with the ruling powers,'^ as 
Ihey designated the government of Vermont Others, resolving 
to remain true to the jurisdiction which they believed just, 
oontimied to exhort the desponding to stand firm in the interest 
of New Tofk, until Congress should have leisure to view the 
hnportant question in its varied bearings, and pnUish a decision 
wldch shoinld prove equitable as well as legal. Meantime the 
Termoni Legblatnre were straining every nerve to increase 
th«r power. *At their March session held at Westminster in 
the present jear, they had granted large quantities of land to 
penons residing in the New England states, and had appointed 
a committee of three to confer with the Yorkers in Comber 
Umd connty. The men diosen to manage ^is conference, hav- 
ing lobbied at Congress, had become skilled in the arts of 
insinuation, and fears were entertained that they would succeed 
in misleading those who had not much to gain should the 
authority of New York be established, but who had every- 

24 
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thing to loeo in case her c^aim shoold be prouoimced in- 
valid.* 

For the purpose of ascertaining the pulidcal condition of ^ 
Cnmberland county, a conviutiuii of those owing allegiance to 
Xew York was held at Brattldtorougii on the 11th of April. 
Nine towns were represented. However satiefactorv the delibe- 
rations on this occasion mi[!;ht have been, yet tlie letter to Go- 
vernor Clinton, written by the chairman Samuel Minott, in 
belialf of the convention, was not of a character to inspire hope, 
either by its referencea to the present, or by its eetimatea of the 
fkLtnre. After meotioiiiiig tlie opinion prevalent among the 
people, that Congress would pay no attention to the eettlement 
of the digpate during the eontmiiance of the present war, Mr. 
Minott reverted to the transactioiiB in which he and his asBO- 
ciates had been engaged in support of the jnriediction of New 
York. He reminded the Goyemor, that many of the inhabit- 
ants of Onmberland connlyy fiom the time the indep^denoe 
of Yermont was asserted, bad continned sabjects of Kew York; 
that the Le^lslatare of New York, to enoonxage them to remain 
in allegiance, bad, in the most oolemn manner," pledged the 
iiuth the state to protect their persons and property ; and 
(although no blame conld be charged npon his EzoeUency) that 
this pledge had been broken, many of the snbjects of New 
York having from time to time been "notoriously injured," and 
prevented from obt^ningthe least satisfactiuii for their maltreat- 
ment, or tliL' ]o;ibt jiijsuranco of exemption from such usage in 
future, llii tlii 11 referred to the ineffectual attempt which had 
been rnndi in Concrress to settle the dispute, by sending: com- 
missioiicrb to thu Grants," and alhided to the resolutions wliich 
had been passed by the same body ou the 24:th of September, 
1779, " generously designed " to protect the grantee?, and " pre- 
vent the alienation of public property." Kor did lie omit to 
inform kis Excellency, that the Legislature of Vorniont, in ppite 
of all these endeavors, had made large grants of land to certain 
pei"son8 who had applied for favors of this kind; had impri- 
soned and harassed several of the subjects of Kew York for 
offences against the laws of Yermont; had pmiiahed several 
who had sold liquors without a Vermont license; and had 
chosen a conmiittee to attempt to pennade the subjects of New 

« MBLlBlBnBillQiiiairimt Toiim Ckfvge Olfaiton Fli9«n» in K T. State 
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York to submit to the juriadietion of fhe new state before the 
let of Jnne following, 

AUnding to tihe preearioiunees of ihe sitnatioii of the Yoiken, 
he eoDtinned : ^ Hitherto, sir, we have at the risque of our ears, 
and of receiviiig the xniiEiiiioiis pnniidiiiieiit of whipping, sup- 
ported the jurisdiction of the state in this eonnty. But as we 
begin to believe that Congr^s — ^with whom the matter now 
solely rests— win not do anything effectual for our relief, we do 
not think it our duty any longer to put our all at stake. Wo 
wonld wish, sir — we arc earnestly desiroufi, to live under the 
government of Xe w York, but cannot longer risque so much for 
a government which is either unable or unwilling to protect us ; 
and jiiust candidly assure your Excellency, that unless Congress 
shall liave settled this controversy by the 1st of June next, the 
subjects of Xow York in this county nniBt, for their own safety, 
coimect themselves with some power able to afibrd them pocu- 
rity." While thus statinsr the grievances to which the adlierents 
of New York in Cumberland count}^ had been subjected, Mr. 
Minott, in behalf of his associates, assured the Governor that 
these unfortunate results had not been occasioned by any neglect 
on his part, "We beg leave," wrote he, "to express the 
wannest sentiments of gratitude to your Excellency, for yonr 
condnet tlirough the whole of our most distressed sitnation. 
We are trnlj sensible, sir, that you have done all in jonx power 
to relieve us, and that if Congress had the same tenderaees for 
the calamities of their constitnents which you have repeatedly 
shown to those under your care, we should before this have been 
in a capacity of doing something to assist the continent in car- 
lying on the war.^ Such were the acconnts transmitted to 
Governor CSinton fixnn Omnberland oonnty. They were intended 
both for his instmction and the edification of the congresnonal 
delegation from New Yoilc 

Accompsnying this commnnicafion was a letter fiom Micah 
Townsendy of the 12th and 14th of April, confirmatoiy in part 
of tlie statements which had been previously reported. His own 
sitnation he represented as " truly disagreeable," and his reasons 
for this declaration were not trifling. He was well aware that 
the Ko\v York Legislature regarded every act done by them for 
the ijiaintenauce of their jurisdiction on the " Grants," as a favor 
conferred upon their constituency who resided there. He also 
knew that the Yorkers in Cumberland county supposed that 
they had merited from the Legislature prelection at least, since 
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without any prospect of private advantage, they had B^nrifedly 
maintaiiied the authority of Ifew York against the iddeat maa- 
tureB of the Yermonten. An aoemato ha/wMge of tiie talbaar 
tion of the YorkerB, both in and out of Vermont, enabled him to 
mark the instaneee in which a want of nmon in their counaelB 
had been detrimental to their cause, and had giren streaglk to 
their aniBgonistB.* 

Having dispatched these ietteiB, the BnbjectB of New York 
flattered AemselTeB ihatthere would be noneocBBity of troubling 
the govemmeiit yMi thehr complamts for some time to come. 
As the Vermont Legislature had appointed a committee to confer 
'with the Yorkers for the piirj^oso of establishing a basis for a 
union, it was not supposed that hostilities would be continued 
between the two j^arties, or tliat Vermont laws would be enforced 
against tlioso who denied the authority of the state. But the 
tacts were otherwise. Pui-suaiit to orders from Governor Chit- 
tenden, drafts of men were made in Cumberland county in the 
latter pnrt of April. In sonu; towns no distinction was observed 
botwocii those who acklI^^vU'(lG:cd and those who denied the 
jurisdiction of Vennont, and in the few towns in which a dilfcr- 
ence was made it was wholly favorable to the citizens of that 
state. In Marlborough, Charles Phelps and two other persons, 
who had long been bitter oppon^ts of the new state, were 
drafted as soldiers until the Ist of January, 1781. PheLps refused 
to serve, and declined to pay the fine which was imposed upon 
him in consequence of his refusal. On ihe Sd of May, 
Abel Stoekwell, in conformity with the statute in that Case pro- 
vided, attempted to distrain for the fine. While tlius ei^l^^ 
he was attacked by Gharies Fhelps and Ms -son Timothy, who 
did ^ best, bmlBe^ cot, wonnd, and eril entreat" him to Booh an 
extent that bis ^life was gready dcBpaired ot^ DiBBatisfied 
with lihis reeolt, Stoekwell visited Fhclps's hoaae a second time, 
and on thiB occasion B^zed has catlie and leiied a fine of twen^ 
Bilver dollars^' on his ton. Atthe tame time he threatened the 
younger Phelps with whipping if the fine wae not paid. A Ibw 
days after this oeonrrenoe, as was llien reported, a post was 
erected in Marlborough for the purpose of facilitating the exe- 
cution of the punishment. 

Determined to prosecute the matter further, Stoekwell enter- 
ed a complaint against the Phelpses, and, on the oi May, the 

* 6«orge CUulou i'apere, in H. Y. Stat« lib., toL ix, doo& 1806. 
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aih«9^ wm ordered to attnch tbeir goods to the valae of JBGOOO 
ll^wM loooey, or their bodies in case property to th'^ amount 
OOfild noi.be foimd. On the Sth of June, Joseph Ghurohy tbo 
oonstable oi Madborough, endooed the following return oa the 
writ : X have attached Bucty acres of land beloDgiog to the 
-mtlwn nemed defendaD^-^tbirty aoxes beionging to the within 
named CharieB Phelps, Esq., beginniiig el ibe dividiiig line be^ 
t^efsn him the said Chaiiee and Timotibjr Phelps, ten rods west 
of hi$ direlling-hoiuei west as far as bialand goes» and so far south 
aa to oontain thirty aeres; and Qshtj aeras belonging to lHnu^ 
thy Phelps, beginning at the aboTe*men<ioned dividing line^ 
extending north as £ur aa to contain thirty acres, bonnding 
weat on Newton's land— and have left an attested copy at each 
of their houses of this writ, with my d<HngB thereon." ^Die cause 
was tried on the 3d Taesday in June, but the decision of the 
court was withheld. At the August term, Charles Phelps came 
before the cuurl, and, in defence of his conduct, stated tlmt he 
made tlie assault only to maintain pc^session of his property, 
which was being " wrenched from him by force auJ arms tliat 
he was a subject of Xew York, but could obtain no redress of 
grievances by the laws of that state ; and that lie was forced 
" by the laws of nature and nations" to i)rotect his rights by tlie 
naeans which were in ]m power. It is hardly necessary to say, 
that these statements^ i>v< nluced Init little ini]>re98ion on the court. 
The defendants were sentenced to pay a lin(^ <>f £500 lawi'ul 
money, and an execution was immediately granted a<i:ainst the 
property which had been already attached. Marlborough was 
' not the ooly town whose inhabitants were called upon to serve 
in the Vermont militia. In Ilah'fax, five Yorkers were drafted 
but no Yermonters. In Guilford, Oapt» Price and four other 
peiem, suljeola of New Yorh, vena enrolled, and two of the 
new stttte'smcii. In Dummerston, one Yorker and one Yei^ 
waater were diafM^ In Putney, thirteen Yortoe aad two 
Tenmtaii.weie leqniied to liumkh fiTe-men* 

On the.2d of Kay> the committeaa fiw elev^ 
her!aiid.eoanty, aesembled at Bratilebotongb, fi>r the purpose of 
deyiring seA nteaaarea aa should seem best fitted to .protect 
their own intenasta and those of New York, In a letteDaddresa- 
ed to Choveroov.QBiitQn, ihey explained their aitnation, and de^ 
fined/ the podlioa in whieh tibey were plaoed. To fight with or 
submit to the govemmeat of Yermont appealed to them tbeir 
<^y alt^i^oatiye. " On the one hand," said they, ^ we htm 
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nothiBg to expect but an unequal and bloody conflict with a 
ferocions set of men, exasperated by our oppoaition to tbeir ille* 
gal meaaiireB. On the other, Babmueiontoa goyemmentwliich 
we know tobeusmped, and whose cruelties haveahreadytan^^ 
na to dread and abhor it Fnm this dilemma Congress, and 
Congress alone, can reUere ns; and if our sitoation oonld be 
rightlj explained to them, and that honorable bpdj ooiild be 
indaced for a moment serionalj to attend to it; if they haye 
not wholly lost that g^orione spirit which has henlofore^ in ao 
eminent a manner, distingnished them — and regard thdr fiulJi 
mu^iimoasly and solemnly pledged, we are persuaded thej 
mfnui pnt an end to onr miseries by speedily detecmining to 
which of the thirteen states we belong. But, if they will not, 
God knows what will become of us, even while we are waiting 
their leisure." Other points bearing upon the subject of the 
controversy were also discussed. In view of the little support 
which was expected fi*om New York, the committees expressed 
an earnest desire that the Governor would not blame them for 
taking such measures as they should think most conducivo to 
their safety ; but, on the contrary, would admire the I'TtituJe 
and loyalty which had induced tliem, " so long and tinmsiiti^d^ 
to stem the imj^etnons torrent of disloyalty and oppres.<i<>n." ■ 
Tliis communication, cogent in its reasons, direct in its conciu- 
aions, and accurate in its facts and details, was signed by Sa- 
mnel Minott, the chairman of the town committees, and was 
entrusted to Major Jonathan Hunt, who was chosen «n eflpe» 
dal messenger to deliver it to GoYemor Clinton. 

Having fidfilled his commission, Major Hunt proceeded to 
Philadelphia, and on the 2dd of May subscribed an a£Bidavit 
which was read in Congress, in which he declared hia beKel^ 
firanded on credible information, ^ that the assumed govern- 
ment of the New Hampshiro Grants, called Tenaonf waa 
intending after the Ist of Jnne following, ''to put their lawa 
into execution over the persona and eelates of the inhabitants of 
the said ^Grants' and to exact iton Ihem an oath of allegianoe 
to thdr pretended state." Qe also stated that William WlUiama 
of Wihnington, who had fonnerly leoeiTed a oolonel'a oommla- 
mm ftom the Convention of the state of New Yori^, who had 
been a member of said Convention and was now a member of 
the Assembly of Yermont, had informed lum that the govern* 
ment of Yennont had xe-graated lands whidli had been pre- 
viously granted by New York, without consulting the rights or 
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interest of the first grantees, and had also disposed of large tracts 
to persons residing in Oomiecticnt, and to oertain continental 
officers whose petitions for land had been presented hj CoL 
Boger £noe, a continentd officer of that state.* 

In view of this representation^ and of other represcntationB of 
a similar character, Congress on the 2d of June declared the 
conduct of the people dT the "Grants,'' in contnmning the 
good intentions " of the resoluttcns of the S4l2i of September, 
and of the Sd of October, 1779, to be ^'highly nnwanrantable, 
and snhvendye of the peace and wel&re of the United States.** 
At tiie same time the inhabitants of tiie controverted district 
were, hj a special order, ^strictly rcq^uired to forbear and 
abetidn from all acts of authority, dyil or military, over the 
inbabilants of any torn or district vho hM themodlTes to be 
subjects 0!^ and to owe allegiance to any of the states claiming 
the jurisdiction of the said territory in whole or in part," until 
the controversy, should be determined. Desirous no doubt of 
terminating internal dissensions of ever}^ cluu acter, Congress 
resolved to "proceed to hear and exaniiuu into, and finally 
determine the disputes and differences relative to jurisdiction,** 
as soon as nine states, exclusive of those who were parties to the 
controversy should be represented. By a subsequent order, 
passed on the 9th, the second Tutsdny of September folio Nving 
was fixed upon as tlie day upon wiiicii Clongress would declai'e 
their final deterniiiKitioii.f 

At their sprini,' session, the General Assembly of Vermont had, 
ou the 15th of March, appointed Stephen R. Bradley, Moses 
Bobinsou and Jonas Fay, a committee *'to enquire as soon 
as may be into the cause, and officially take the reasons whjr 
oertain of the inhabitants of the county of Cumberland are 
opposed to the authoiity of this state, and wherein their griey* 
ances consist." Pursuant to this appointment, the committee, 
acoompttnied by QoTemor Chittenden, assembled at West- 
minster, and afterwards at Pntney, " to attend on the Yorkers," 
and to bring abont a onion with the Brattleborough commit* 
tee," of whi(£ Samnel IGnott was chairman. Howeyer weQ- 
inteotkmed this measore might have been, it does not seem to 
lutTe been followed either by a compromise or by any kmd of 

• G«org«ainton P«pM^kKT.8liUIIb^T«L l& doM. tSSS, S^ li& 

Affidavit of Jonathan Hnnt 

f Journali Am. Cong., iii. 4054-465. Bro*dnd^ in Pftpen relating to Vt. Con- 
tooreny, m office See. State N. Y., p. d4. 
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a permanent or temporary settlement. A similar resnlt appears 
to have attended the negotiations of a like committee, who were 
directed to convene during the month of August at West minster,^ 
at Putney, and at Brattleborough, "to settle with the Yurkci"s."* 
The 1st of June, the time at which it was supposed the 
government of the new state would manifest its power by some 
decisive act, had come and gone, and no change in the .'ulminia- , 
tration of Vermont aflfairs had taken place sufficiently important 
to attract especial attention. To the New York adherents the 
hopes -which they had so long cherislicd, not only that a decisiaa; 
would bo made, but that it would be favorable to them, began 
to assume an appearance more fantastic than reaL Knowmg 
that they could not afford to lose all they had expended in thi& 
conteBt, and deeming it just that the state for which they had 
hazarded bo much shonld reimbuxse them for expenditmm 
made in her behalf, Ihej piesented to the New Toik Legi»> 
lature, on the 12th of .J nne, throu^^ Mioah Townsend, a pedtioor 
designed to acoompliflh this end. In it they refeired to the disr 
affection which had led to the establishment of Yermont as aii' 
independent jurisdiction ; to the efforts which had been made, 
by die Legislature of New York to prevent the diBaffection 
from becoming general, which efibtrts had resulted in a resolve^ 
passed in Febrnary, 177S, by which the faith of die state was 
then pledged to concur in the necessary measures for protecting 
the loyal inhabitants of this state residing in the counties of 
Albany, Charlotte, Cumberland, and Gluuccstor, in their persons 
and estates ;" to the constancy whicli many of the residents on 
the "Grants" had exhibited in continuing allegiant to Xew 
York ; to the earnest endeavors wliicli had been made by these 
"4oyal subjects " to obtain the protection of government ; to 
tlie ill success that had attended their efforts ; and to the perse- 
cutions they had endured in the shape of tines, impris<jnments, 
and tlie confiscation of property. Restuig their claim on these 
considerations, they declared that the Legislature were bound 
in equity to make compensation for the injuries they ha^ 
received, and expressed a hope that their petition for such con*- 
pensation would bo answered. A request so reasonable as this 
could not, it would seem, have met with a refusal; but con- » 
siderations more pressing in their nature were continually 
demanding the attentbn of the Lsgisjatni^and it wa not mril 

* m of Hm Ooa fltaphoi B. Bndlix. 
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several yean had eUpaed that this apiplicatloii, and other 
applicatiooa jetemblix^ it, were treated to a final and definitiTe 
answer.* 

On the 16th of June, Governor Clinton replied to the com- 
miiaicatieos lie had received ppom Samuel Minott in behalf of 
the town ceinirattnes, and entrnated his letter and other import* 
ant papena to liie care of Miyor Hnnt, who, on hia way home 
from Philadelphia^ had stopped at Smg^ton, where Clinton then 
resided. Widi r^erence to Hie reso^jres of Oongress ^e pro- 
fessed his finlii in the tralii of the statements they contained, 
and made no donbt that the instant there shonld be a fall repre- 
sentation in Congress, and the pnhlic affairs shonld with 
proprie^ ponmi attention to be paid to the subject of the 
contioTeny) ifr wonld **be put in a CQmrse <^ dedsion." Kot- 
withstanding his own oonyic^ons, he did not endeavor to 
conceal from himself or his friends the probability existing tliat 
tlie Vermoiiters would not heed these resolves. " Should your 
neighbors," wrote he, "in contciiipl uf lliu authority of Cou- 
gre&s, and at the hazard of the welfare of the whole confedera- 
tion, by embroiling its members in a civil war at this crisis, 
still persevere in their usurpations, I must recommend it to 
yon not to submit voluntarily, but at the same time, that in 
your resistance you will bo guided by prudence, reflecting tliat 
the whole force of all tlie states will not only be shortly called 
furth, but will bo necessary to ensure success to the great 
intended operations against tlie common enemy; ajid con- 
sequentiy, that, however at another time it might be in our 
power, and at all times my siucercet desire, to relieve and 
protect joOf yet that in the present conjuncture the power of 
the state mo^ be directed to another, and X fed assnred your 
own candonr will indnoe yon to admit, a more important, 
object" In another part of his oomnmnication, he informed 
Mr. Minotty that complaint had been made to him, when at 
the nordiwaxd, that: the siubjectaof New York, resident in Onm« 
bedand oonn^ were living "totally exempt fiom public 
bnrthens*'' While deelanng his disbelief in the charge, he still 
e^ressed a wish that ^even the appearance of a canse might 
be remored,^ and thfliEeCbze leeommended. the fbrmalion of a 
company of aoldisiB. in the weltttOBacted townS}*' to secre fijr 

* Doe. Hut N. Y., iv. 1008 1004. Papov reUtiog to Yt CoatroTersj, in 
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three months from the middle of the approachiiig July. He 
further ptopoeed, that the men thm raised should be attaisfaedio 
the levies required of New York to serve with the oontiiieiital 
annyi *^ in the iDtended operatioDs against the enemy in Ihe 
soudiem parts of the state," and named Ushkill as the place 
to which ibey should repair as soqn as embodied. At fhesama 
time he expressed his willingness that the soldiers — provided 
such was their wiflb— should be stationed at Skenesborou^ 
now Whitehall, that they might be nearer to their families and 
homes. In a letter to OdL Eleaaer FatterBon, of fiie same dats^ 
he enclosed commissions for several officers who had been re- 
cently appointed, and expressed the hope, provided the project 
ot' raising men lor the army in the " well-aflected" towns should 
iippcar practicable, tliat Patterson would lend his " best exer- 
tions" to cany it into prompt execution.* 

Althon^h the subjects of New York in Cnmberlaud connty 
were at all times ready to serve that state in a civil or military 
capacity, they did not consider themselves bound to perl' rm 
similar dutieB for Yermont. It chanced therefore, that when 
Comfort Stiir, captain of the first militia compaTiy in Guilford 
connected with the first Vermont regimLiit, in pursuance of an 
act of the Goncral Assemlily and in obedience to orders fnmi his 
colonel, directed his company to convene at their usual place ot 
parade on the 25th of April, and on their assembling, selected 
Josiali Bigelow and Peter Briggs to serve in the state guard 
until the 1st day of January, 1781 — it chanced then, that bodi 
of the men drafted, refused to join the troops they were detach 
ed to serve with, and declined to pay the fine required of them 
by statute as the punishment for sudi neglect. Tlicreupon, by 
order of the Hon. Moses Bobinson, the Chief Judge of the 
anpeiior court, process was ordered agfunst the deUnqnents. 
Dr. Daniel Bood, of Patney, an ^indifferent person,*' served 
the summons on Briggs, on the 7th of Jnne, by kaying aa 
attested copy of it . at his dwelling. Witli Bigelow he did not 
sncoeed as welL Having first attempted to rrad the summons^ 
he was ordered out of the honse with hard words. On the 
aecond essay, he was not only treated in a similar manner, 
but was driyen out of doors by Bigelow, who with one fist in the 
Doctor's face, and the other at his side, emphatically declared, 
lie 'should take it," if he attempted to read the summons. 

* George CUnton Papers, in li. Y. StAie lib., toL x. doo. 2981. 
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After several efforts of this nature, "being impeded by the 
position and words'' of "BigfAffWf Bood delivered the snnuDODa 
TarbaUy and fjftvored the contoiiiaeioDa Yorker with an attested 
copy of the same. At Ihe trial befine the mperior court, 
judgnmt was rendered agionst the delbquentsi and each was 
■mtanced to pay a ftae of £108^ together with the eosta of the 
triaL** 

The proposition made by Govenior Cflinton, that a company 
ahonld be Ibnned in Oiunbeiland county for tiie contmental 
aerrice, was favorably received, and meaBOTCB were imme- 
diately taken for carrying it into execution. From every 

twelve or thirteen men, one man waii i-elected to serve as a 
soldier, and Lis expenses were borne by those from whom he 
was chosen. Col. Samuel "Wells, of Brattleborough, rendered 
valuable assistance in forwarding the project, and even went 
so far as to hire a man at his own expense. In annouucins^ to 
the Governor the success which had attended these eilorts, 
Micaii Townsend, in his letter of the 19th of July, did not fail 
to mention the little difficulties with wliich he and his friends 
had been obliged to contend. Li order to avoid any misunder- 
standing in the future, he recommended to the Governor that 
the state should advance a small amount of money for the 
benefit of the company, even though Congress should refuse to 
sanction the expenditure, rather than that the soldiers should 
be rendered uneasy," by being fed on expectations alone. 
CoL £leazer Patterson, in reference to the same subject, infbrmed 
the Goyemor, on tlie 20th of July, that he and the officers of 
his regiment had spared no ezertions to procure a company of 
fifty men, and that the reason why this nvmber waa not yet 
Iblly completed, was the peculiar situation" of the Mends of 
Kew Ypik, and not a want of sufficient ezmtion" on the part 
of those to whom the bunness of enlistuig had been entrusted^ 
or of ** spirit in the people." 

In his reply of the 16th of September, Govemor Glihtoii 
exhorted the Colonel and those assodaled with him, to adhere 
to the course they had taken. That their military organijcation 
might be in accordance with the laws of the state, he announced 
to them the necessity of being properly armed and accoutred, 
and of being provided with ammunition. He exjirot^sed full 
contidence in Uieir loyalty to New York and the United States, 

• Mix Papen in the Oi&ce of Cl«rk of Rotkod 0(k, Yi, 
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and d( 'lured his belief that they would mako wm of every 
meaiih lu their pow^ to ijan^ddir their recruits military and 
efiective men.* 

Puring the Bumme]! of this year, suspiciooa had been enter- 
tained that the prijMlpal mea interested in the goyemment of 
Yormont, were engaged in negotiationg with the British m 
Canada, but as to the correctness of the eoBpicions orthe natnro 
of the negotiations nothing oonid be determined. By Sep- 
tember, these Bngx)icions. had Iximaaed to such an eitent duit 
they were regarded by many aa ftete. Feaia. were aho pto- 
▼alent that the eoei^y were about to make an ineornon into 
Yennont, for the pupoae aS xedudng it to a Bcitiah proTinoar 
Bepoflitiana containing' information to £hia effact, wera atteeted 
by Benjamin Bnttecfield and Jonathan Ohnrch, inhabitante c£ 
Cnmbcdand oonnty. The statements made by these gentle^ 
men, were based partly on hearsay and iximcur, and partly on 
6onyenatioDa whidli they had held with persons who bad seen 
sooats who had removed from. Combeiland connty and 
joined the British in Canada. These depoeitions, which were 
taken at the instance of the New York adherents, were trans- 
mitted to Governor Clinton for his perusal. Accompanying 
them was a communication of the 11th of September, bigned 
by the deponenis, also by Col. Eleazer Patterson, Lieut-Col. 
Jolin Sergeants, Capt. Timothy Church, and several private 
gentlemen, recommending the appointment of a comniittee 

invested with some degree of aiitlioritvj' wln^se duty it 
should be to watch aueh of the iuhubituntfa of the county as 
might be suspected of con«piri]i;j; with the British against the 
Americans, and report their names to the proper authorities. 
Although this proposition was well received by the Governor, 
he was prevented by pohtical reasons from acting on its sug- 
gsstions. Undec these cirx^Tunatances he substituted counsel for 
action. " I can only advise," said he, in his letter oi October 
3d, the present civil and military officers to vigihinee and a 
feithful exertion of the authority tlwy are vested with, and X 
would fiun hope ihsj will, in this case, he able to defeat the 
designs of onr secret enemies." He also reminded las firiepidsi 
that any person who bad joined the enemy, and who shpnld be 
fennd hiddog secretly in the connly, was triable by a general 

• George CliAton Papen, ia N. T. Bute Lib., vol z. docn 8081, xi. 
SSM. 
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court-martial fip a ppr, and subject to capital punislimeot ; and, 
farther, that any person who ehoold "knowinglj harbor or 
comfort" a epy was guilty of a misdemeanor of the highest 
nature. That the sttspicions which gave rise to these precan- 
tioDs were pirtij ibmided in tmth, there is mofw no doabt 
Ibe vague reports which irave tbea floating amoDg the oom- 
mnnity, springing from no rerj lOflponaible source, and exag- 
gerated bj tnuKmission, wm the precRuaore of that diplomatic 
-iCqti«fl|>ondence which for more than two years was carried on 
between Fredeiiek Haldhnand on behalf of the British, and 
Ihomas Chfttendoi on the ftatci Yermosty and whidi gave 
fbandation to iniramerable stories sabTmTe of tiie ideas whieh 
•Ind hitherto been entertained of ihe loyalty of Yemont to the 
icanae of Amariea.* 

In coofbitnity with iiie isxptmnd detenninatian of Oongrsss 
to adjudicate fkfrly upon die conflicting obdms' to the QmoitBt* 
the new state's men had already appointed their agents to 
appear at Philadelphia, and other parties interested in the con- 
troversy were prepared to follow their example. Fearing lest 
the New York delegates should he remiss in their duties, the 
subjects of New York resident in Cnmberland connty met on 
the 30th of Anjrnst and apj>ointed Luke Knowlton tlieir iigent 
to attend at P}iila<!elphia, at their own expense. By order of 
the connty committee of which .Tolm Sergeants was liien chair- 
man, he was fnmished with a reconimcndatory letter to Governor 
Clinton, in which he was described as a gentleman of penetra- 
tion and probity," who had resided in the county since the 
beginning of the disturbances, and was therefore prepared either 
to refresh the memcaiee of the delegates, or to acquaint them 
wiiii tfach circumstances, as had not yet come to their know- 
' ledge. On the 12th of September, he was provided by Olinton 
'Witibi an introductory letter to the New York delegation, and 
ttui' oqtdpped he arrived in Phihidelphia. Hope« were now 
ent^ttilinc^'tliat the long drawn controrersy would be decided. 
^"iHie intemew between the parties interested and Chmgiess, was 
"opened on the 19th of September, by the presentation of doea* 
.ImentB d^taOixig Ae Wevent tx^ws whieh were entertained on 
^^fiie sithject nnder consideration) and the dronmstsnoes npon 
S^hich tiiey were fi)nnded. In this manner the reference was 
' Midncted fbr two or three days, when, theagents from Yeixnont 

> Gkoigt GUatm Ptep«n, in N. T.Stat* libb, v«L a. dM SSU, SSSa 
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becoming bUtisfied that partial modes were pursued, and ex-parto 
evidence presented and received, ^^"itlliirew from the assembly, 
and, on the 22d, sent in to Coiignss a remonstrance against 
their proceedings. On the 26th, Knowhon notilied to Congress 
that the ixpcnciveness of Hving and the sicklineBS of the ]>]ace, 
would render it " very disagreeable" for him to remain longer 
in Philadelphia, and returned home. These events, combined 
with the doabts which had been excited in the minds of many 
of the members of Congress as to the validity or invalidity of 
the differing claims, rendered a pottponement of tiie hearing 
extremely desirable. This end was accomplished by a resolve tx> 
that effect, and thus was a deciaian aToided, which could not 
have been announced in any fonn without exdtiiig ill feelings, 
whoee results voiild have been visible in compTomisiiig 1^ 
strength of that union which bound the states together, and 
which gave them a power that wonld have been weskness itself 
had llity been divided.* 

Considering the exposed sitaation of tbe northern fiontier of 
Yennonti it had long been a matter of snipnse and oongratala- 
tion that the British and Indians had not mm frequently im- 
proved the many oppoztonities which were open to them of 
attacking the settlerB and piD^ing their fields and dwdlings. 
This apparent forbearance, so flur from arising from any praise- 
worthy motive, was caused by the many difficulties which the 
enemy knew it would he necessary for them to encounter in 
reaching the settlements. But the intervention of steep moun- 
tains and pathless forests did not afford complete exemption from 
attack. On the 9th of August, a party of twenty-one Indians 
visited the town of Barnard, and made prisoners of Thomas M. 
"Wright, John Newton, and Prince Haskell- Tliese men were 
subsequently carried to Canada, whence the two former escaped 
in the spring following. Tlie latter was exchanged after being 
for more tluiii a year in captivity. Wln'le prisoners they suffer- 
ed many Jiardships, which differed only in kind from those they 
endured during their return journey. David Stone of Bethel 
was also captured at the same timOy by the same par^. Wlicn 
the settlement of Bethel was begun in the fall of the year 1779, 
a small stockade fort had been built by llie inhabittmts of the 
town for their protection. It stood at the lower end of the 
west village, on the north side of White river, and its gaixison, 

• George Clinton Papers, in N, Y. State U\k, YOL z. doo. 8181: XL 8ii6. 
Journals Am. Ck>Dg., iii. 618-621, 626, 684 
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which had been removed Rojalton, waB CQumuuided by 
Captain Safford. On the occasion of this incnrsion, it rendered 
no effectual service in behalf of the inhabitants. Immediately 
the attack, the inhabitants of Barnard called a town-meet* 
ing, and raolved to bnild a fort Benjamin Cka was chom 
captain and a message was sent to the Governor finr a oommla- . 
aion* As soon as the fact of the inroad was known, aeveral oom- 
paidea of soldiers from diffiarent parts of the atafte set ont for 
Barnard, bnt before thejr airived ^ere, the enemjhad departed, 
and &e woi^ of defence was almost completed. The fort 
was known as Port Defiance^ and at times was occnpied bj a 
garrison.* 

Bnt die sorest trial i^as yet to come. In Jnly,1776, an Am^ 
rican officer, a oertain Lient Whitcomb, while ont widi a aeont- 
ing party on the rirer Scwel, had mortally wounded Gen. Gor- 
don, a ftitish officer, as he was riding between Chamblj and 
Bt Johns, and had taken &om him his sword and watch. Tlio 
British had long desired to avenge this act, which they reiraid- 
ed as ])ase iind villanous, resulting wholly from u desire of 
plunder, and totally unworthy of au officer. To capture Whit- 
comb was, with tliem, a controlling motive. Expecting, it is 
supposed, that thej should find him atNewbuiy on Conue< iicnt 
river, an expedition wm planned against that town. Of tbo 
two hundred and ten mcnf who were engaged in it, all were 
Indians, with the exception of seven white men who were re- 
fugees and tories. In tlie beginning of October, tlie ]>^rty, under 
the command of Ilorton, a Briti*^!! lieutenant, and mie Lo Mott, 
his assistant, started on their mission of plunder and revenge. 
Their gnide, whose name was Hamilton, had been made prisoner 
by the Americans at the snrrendry of Bnrgoyne^ in 177T. He 
had been at Newbmry and Bojalton dnring the preceding snm- 
xner, on parole of honor; and having left ^e latter place with 
seTcral oAheiB, nnder pretence of going to snrvey lands in the 
nordiem part of Yermonti had gone directly to the enemy, 
to whom, no donbt, he commnnicated such information as 
Bsrred to assist them in execnting theur barbanms intentions. 
While pxKseeding up Onion or Winoodd river, they fell in, near 
ihe spot where llantpelier now stands, with two white men en- 
gaged in hnnting, who informed them that tibe people of Kew* 

* Vermont Gaxett6er, ed. 1824, pp. 68, 64. HS. Letter 
\ WOliami lap 810; ThompMni, *'»l><»iit toa* 
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bury had heeu expecting an assault from their enemies in Ca- 
nada, and were well prepared for det'once. The information, 
whether tme or false, had the effect to dirert them from the 
])ri!nary object of tfa« expedition, and to torn their atteatioin 
towards Iloyalfcon. 

Tliis town liad formerly been defended by a small garrison, 
bnt unfortraiately the soldiers had a little while before been re- 
moved seven or eight miles westward to Oapt* Sofiprd^s fort in 
the town of Bethel^ and the inhabitants were now entirely dee* 
titute of the means of defonee. On reaching the month of Ste- 
vens's branch, the enemy passed l^nongh the town oi Barie to 
Jail branchy which empties into Btevens's branch ; and, after pte- 
eeeding np this stream for some distanee, orosBed flie nonatains 
in Washington and Orange counties, and striking the iiiit 
branch of White river, followed it down throngh Chelsea, and 
mcamped at Timbridge, where they remained during Sxmday, 
the 15th of October, engaged, no doubt, in maturing tlieir plan 
of attack. Leaving a stzong guard at thds place, they advanced 
the next morning before daybreak towards tiie mofe eettled 
parts of Tanbridge, and eommenced depredations at the honse 
of John Hutchinson, which was situated in Tnnbridge, bnt ad- 
joined the line of Koyalton. Having made Mr. HntchinsoQ 
and his brother Abijah prisoners, they plmiderud the house, 
crossed the firet branch of White river, and proceeded to the 
dwelling of Kobert Havens in Royalton, which was not far dis- 
tant. Mr. Havens, who had gone into his pastnro, becoming 
aware of danger from the barking of the dogs, uin l Ik Ik aiding at 
the pame time, a party of Indians enterintr his h iise, lav down 
under a h\<2^ and escaped tlieir notice. His son, jJaniel Havens, 
and another young man, Thomas Peraber, wlio were in the boose 
when the enemy approached, endeavored to peicape by flight 
Havens succeeded in throwing himself over an adjacent hedge, 
and, being protected by the bushes, crept down the bank of 
the stream and concealed himself beneath a log, over which the 
Indians passed a few minutes afterwards, as thej pursued widi 
impetuous haste their escaped prey. Coming up with Pember, 
one of them aimed at him a spear, which, striking him, inflicted 
a severe wonnd. He still continued runmng, but, becoming 
faint with the loss of blood, was soon OTertodran, killed, and 
scalped. 

living selected Tdr. Haveos's house as adepoeit finr their bag- 
gage and apost of obsermtion, a portion of tiie party wm left 
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there as gnanl.^, wliile the main body again set forth to complete 
the work of destruction. On their way they OTortook Elius But- 
ton, a yonng man, who endeaTored to aroid them. But the 
Indians — fleet of foot, and savage bj the jseent of l^lood — rendered 
his attempts useleas, and his body was left by the roadside, welter- 
ing in its gore. Advancing silently and with great caution, they 
next entered the dweilling of Joseph Eneeland, which was about - 
a half mile distant from Havens's. Here they made prisoners • 
of Kneeland and his aged father, also of Simeon Belknap, Giles 
Gibbs, and Jonatlian Brown. Oanyizig devastation in their 
train, they finally reached the mouth of White river branch, 
where they maAe a stanfl, abd di^atdied small parties in differ- 
ent directioDB to plunder the dwelBngs and 'bring in prisoners. 
Ihey bad already stolen a nnmber hones, and, tbinlong to 
fiMsHitate operafions, fhey now monnted them, and endeavored to 
control them by yells and shouts. The hcnrsea, nnnsed to snch 
riders, were rendered more and more immanageable by the 
frenzied cries of the Indians, and served essentially to impede 
tiie execnticn <tf their plans. Th» alarm bad now become 
general, and the frightened inhabitants, flying in every direction, 
sought such places as might afford a refuge from the bai-barity 
of their pursuers. As a detaeliment of the enemy were jiassing 
down tliG west bank of White river, they were pt rcei^ ed by one 
of the iiiluiliiumtf?, who immediately gave notice of tlieir ap- 
proach to Gen. Elias StcTcns, who 'was working in a field about 
two miles distant from his house^ Unyoking his oxen, he turned 
them out, and mounting his horse Btnrted up the river. lie liad 
gone about a mile in tlie direction of l iis dwelh'ncr. when he was 
met by Capt John Parkhurst, who informed him that the 
Indians were in full pnrsnit down the river, and counselled him 
to turn back. Fearing for the safet}' of liis wife and children, 
yet aware of the imminent danger whicii tlireatened hiinself, 
Stevens changed his course, and retraced his steps, in company 
with Parkhurst. On reaching the house of Deacon Daniel Eix, 
Steveoa took Mrs. Rix and two or three children witli him on 
his horse; Parkhurst performed the same land office for Mrs. 
Benton and a number of children, and, with all the care and 
attention of ^hich the occasion afiowed, tlie parly Tode off to 
the field where Stevens, had first recerved the alann, being fol- 
lowed by Deacon Biz and several ofher penons on foot 

On reaching tins spot, the women and children were left in 
eliaxge cf a Mr. Bnnooj^ while Stevens, fvSl of cofncerafor 
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his famil}', again set out for his homo. He h$d gone about half 
a mile when he discerned the Indians approaching. Afi theiy . 
were but a lew rods distant, he instantly turned about, and com* 
ing up with the company he had left, entreated them to t^l^^ 
to the woods inunediately. Following bis advice the^y were 
soon concealed in the neigbboriiig tfaidwt, where they remained 
nndiscoTered hj the foe. Passing down the road a^half mile 
further, Stevens came in sight of ti^e bonse of bis f«itber-inr]#Wt^ 
Ullj Parkbnnt Here be fonnd bis sister engaged in millsing, 
and entirely nnconsdons of the approach of the foe.. Telling 
her to leave her cow immediately or the Indians woi44 bay a. 
her," be left her to secure her own retreat By the time be bajl 
gained the boose, the Indiana were not more than eighty or an 
hundred rods in the rear. Fear bad so taken possesaioii. of tha 
lialf-crazed inhabitants that it was impossible to persuade or 
compel them to take refuge in the woods. Choosing the road, 
they kept it as well lis their terrible fright and exhaustion would 
allow until they reached the house of Capt. E. Parkhurst in 
Sharon. Here they halted for a few moments, but their pursu- 
ere appearing in sight, they were compelled again to push for- 
ward in order to escape impending destruction. Tlie few horses 
which the terrified inhabitants liad succeeded in securing, could 
not carry but a small portion of tliose who had now assembled, 
and there was but little time for consultation or suggestion. 
Placing his mother and sister ^ipon his own horse, and Mrs. liix 
and her three children on another, Stevens bade them ride on 
with all possible speed, while he should follow witb s^yeral 
others on toot Mrs. E. Parkhurst and her children who were left 
at the honse^ expected nothing but instant death from the hand^ 
of the enemy. On their approach, however, having taken bar . 
eldest son prisoner, they ordered ber and her five children to^ 
leave the house., Obeying these commaDd% she fled to tbi|.. 
woods and there remained in safety mitil the fee Jiad left tba^. 
place. 

Soon after Stevens had started with tboea who wece oa feoti 
bis dog coming ui bis way cansed bim to stnmble, and so im- . 
peded bis progress that be was obliged to take to the woods to . 
sare bis 1^ The Indiana pnrsuing with fingbtfol yells, the 
nnprotected pedestrians who bad been so imferiniiately de- 
prived of their protector, soon overtodE them. Bnt the enemy 
were too intent on plunder to be impeded by a great number 
of captive women and children, and of this company Gardner 
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Biz, a "boj about ftnrteen yean oH^ wae alone made prifioner« 
Appioaebing the bouse of Mr. Benedict) and baving notioed 
him on the oppoaHe flideof a ioiall stream wMeb flowed near by, 
tbe Indians bedconed to bim tocomeorer to Ibem. Instead of 
secQodli^ their wishes, he quietly stole away and secreting 
himself under a lo^c, remained in safety till the danger liad 
passed. "W hile in tliis situation, the enemy in pursuit of him 
were at one time standing on the very log which gave him 
concealment, and he learned by their conversation tliat they 
were resolved to tomahawk liim should tlicy find liim. After 
going dmTn the rirer ab^jut forty rods further, and capturing a 
Young man named Avery, they concluded to return. Coming 
to the honae of Tilly Parkhurst, situated about six miles from 
the place ^vherc they entered Iwoyalton, they fired at his son, 
Phineas, who had just returned from the east side of the river, 
whither he had been to spread the alarm. The ball entered 
his back, and passing through his body lodged in the skin in 
tont Notwithstanding the wound, being able to ride, he puiv 
sued his course towards Lebanon, New Hampshire, distant 
sixteen miles, and reached that place in safety, liaving during 
the whole jotvney ^ccn obliged to support the ball between his 
fingers to prevent irritation* 

^e Indiaaa 'who went down on the east side of theiiver, 
baling gono as far as the bouse of Oaptwn Gilbert, in 8ba- 
roo, made captire bis nephew, Nathaniel Gilbert, . and set 
out on tbebr retom* As they retraced tbeur steps, they fired 
erery building witbin sight, cbevastaled fields, destroyed cattle, 
wasted the garnered crops, and spread desolation and destrao* 
tion ' Willi unsparing band. 

Daniil Havens — whose escape has been already mentionedr-^ 
as soon as the savages had gone, ventured ^m his hiding- 
place, and coming to tlie house of General Stevens, gave notice 
that the Indians were " as thick as the devD," and left the 
family to their fate. A boy named Daniel "Waller, who livod 
at the house, hearing that the Lidians were coming, started 
imraediately to bear the information to the General, but had 
proceeded a short distance only when he was met and caj)tured 
by the foe. Mrs. Stevens, who had received the first intimation 
of their approach from the terrified Havens, had but just arisen 
from bed with her infant in her arms, when the third party 
who had gone np the river entered the house. Having 
seardied the dwelling for men, but without success, they car- 
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lied the beds out of dooni and, catting them open, threw the 
feothen in the air and amnBed themselvee hy watching their 
eddying ooDToliitione. After plundering the honse, thcj bade 
Ktb. Stevens ^ be gone or thej would bum.'' Glad of an op- 
portunity to escape, she hastened with her child to the adjacent 
woodn, wlierc biie remained imtil the enemy had left the town. 
After firinp^ the dwelling and barn they passed up the river as 
far as Mr. Uurkee's, where they took two of his sons, Adam aud 
Andrew, prisoners. Attracted by a smoke, Aey directed their 
course towards it, and finding a young itum, nnmed Prince 
Haskell, busily engaged in clearini^ land lor a settlement, added 
him to the nunilx rof tlieir captives. 

At the house of Elin^ CiirtiH they took him ami Peter Mason 
prisoner, and commenced the work of })hmder. While tlius 
engaged, John Kent rode up to the door, intending to get his 
horse shod, but had scarcely dismounted when he was seized by 
the hair of his head and polled violently over, backwards. A 
man named Chaffee who was approaching, seeing that Kent 
had been taken, jumped from his horse, and hj punning a 
couee which enabled him to use a blacksmith's shop to cover 
Ilia retreat, effected his escape. He immediately set ont for the 
hoose of Mr. Hendee, where he lived, and on reaching it gave 
notice of the on-coming danger. Hendee, having diluted his 
wife to take her little boy about seven yearn old, and her 
danj^ter still younger, and hasten to the house of a neighbor, 
started to go to Betiid for the purpose of giving the aiiom at 
the fuftt Ifa. Hendee had not proceeded fear when she was 
met by a party of Indians who deprived her d her son. 
Anxious for his fate she asked what tiiey intended to do wtth 
him. They told her they should " make a soldier of him,'* and 
then hurried him away, while the weeping mother listened to 
his cries for help, as he vainly endeavored to free himself from 
the grasp of his savage masters. Having returned to the house 
of Mr. Havens with their prisoners and plunder, they divided 
the latter between Ae diiiVrent members of the party, and, 
having set fire to the house and barn, started for Canada, 
between two and three o'clock in the afternoon. Crossing the 
liills in Tunbrid^c, lying west of the first branch of Wliite river, 
they proceeded to liandolph, in whicii town they encamped on 
the banks of the second branch of White river, having gone the 
distance of ten miles. 

As the attack had been so sudden and unexpected, the 
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inhabitants had not only been unable to combine for resisUaicey 
but had in many cases, throngh terrible fear, failed to exert the 
ordinary means of self-pFeservation. 80 many honn had now 
passed since the first appearance of the Indians, that the alarm 
had 6|«Md far and near, and had caused the most intense agi- 
tation. Ab the news was borne throngh the villages that border 
the banks of the Cknmecticut, the bold father and the impetn- 
ona son, the hired laborer and the flonxishing toner, aD who * 
oonld be spared with safety, left their firesides and homes with* 
oat Iknrther warning, and marched directly to the scene of 
plunder and devastation. By evening several hundreds of 
resolute men had collected at the place where the attack was 
first commenced, ready to adopt such measures as the emergency 
demanded. 

Here a company was organized, and Col. Jolm House, of 
Hanover, Kew Hampshire, who had served several campaigns 
in the continental army, was chosen crnnnander. In the dark- 
ness oi' midnight, tlirough a waste wilderness, " guided by a tew 
marked trees amidst the logs, rocks, and hillg, with which tlio 
country a])ounded," this nndifciplined C'Tji-^ 1)( i^au their march 
in quest ot' the savage army. Continuing their pursuit with 
ardor, they reached the spot where the last houses had been 
destroyed, and, becoming aware that they were approaching the 
enemy, proceeded witlv more caution. The Indians had placed 
their sentries nearly half a mile in tho rear of their encamp- 
ment, at a spot situated a few rods from the river. Near this 
spot was a small hill, and by tho side of the adjacent path stood 
a number of large trees bi^iind which were posted tiie Indian 
guards. A large log was the only bridge provided for crossmg 
the river, and this served for foot-passengers only. Some of 
HoDse's men were mounted, others were on foot, and their pre- 
carions situation at the river rendered it necessary for them to 
observe the utmost circumspection. The front guard passed 
the log and the Indian sentries in safety. About one third of 
the main body had crossed the stream, and the van had arrived 
witliin a few yards of the enemy's guards, when they were fired 
on frum behind the trees and one man was wounded.* 

* 

• The pencil woonM <m ffaii ooetdlaiL wh Chailis TDdcn. He yrwB e ml* 
dent of Breadeiif a certain dhtrict in New HMUpthire, belon^ng to Dartrooath 
College, which was thenlnio\m hy this namo. Among the MH>^ in the offii o of 
the Secretary of the state of Vermont is a petition for a pension, "iizne l by 
Cheile* Tildeo, dated January 30th, 1782, in ^Mcfa it ia stated, " that cn the 
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The fire was retumoi l by the Auiericans. One of tlie Indians 
was killed and two were wouiKled. Tliu scutriLs ihuu Itiit tiicar 
aT!iT)iiBli and ran otT to tlie Indian camp, wiiiie iiouse's men 
advanced a little lurtlier and then formed themsolvc^i within 
three hundred yards of the enemy's rendezvons and awaited tlie 
approttch of day. "Qreat coDsteniation/' observer Williams, 

now prevailed among the savagoft. Much latLgued, Mixd in a 
profound slumber after one of their ravenons snppen, the alami 
filled them withfioar and confusion.'^ But they -wen nut d«^ - 
ficient in etatagem, nor destitnteof polic;^* Taldng one of thoir 
•priioiien named Kneeland, an aged man, tliey sent luBiito the 
AmerieaoB) iriCh the infoimiition that the Indiane wmild 
instaatlj pnt all ihe mgArm to deatli, should an attaok iie 
made. To Oilea Gibha and Joseph Kneeland the rage of ihe 
«ayagea liad alreadjr pronred &taL The f onner, expectnig !lihat 
his friends would rdioFe liim 'and liia oompaniona, Jmd Jttlnaed 
:to march. He was afterwards fonmd with a tomaha^ Imried 
deep in bis bead. The latter waa kOkd and scalped tp , tmi n^v 
the death of the Indian who bad been abori; bj tbe.Ameaoaite. 
As soon as the dd man, Sneeland, bad been sent to tfaefoaup 
of the pursuers, the Xadians renewed their ilight initb the 
utmost eaqraditiauy leaving at their encampment, a large 
cjuantity of the plunder, and nearly all the horses thej bad 
taken. Having placed their best warriors in tlie rear to cover 
their retreat, tiiey crossed White river, early on the moniin^ 
of the ITth, proceeded up tlie west bank, and having made 
prisoner y>i' Zaduck Steele, who resided il iliu jiorth part of 
Kaiululph, passed through the west part of BrookfielJ, and on 
reaching Berlin encamped on Dog river, not mnny miles 
fi'om the place where tlie capital of the «»tate ie iiuw Lcated. 
To secure the captives more effectually a' niglit, a rope was 
passed around tlieir li xlies as they lay uy^n the Ground, and 
between each of them and upon the rope "vwis placed an Indian. 
By thh device no two of the prisonens werr :.l!f>M'ed tu h^ tfig^ 

ther, a^d attempt atesca^ wwn^ndmd neeiess. 

alBTTO when Royjtlton was destroyed iu October, 1780^ he wjrred &a n Rerpeant in. 
the company of militia under the cotnuiHTiil of Capt. Sam. McClure, ii^ jnir-nit of 
en«my. ftnd being detached wiib » recomxoit«ri&g partj in ^itli, and na 
and on by tli» Jtacn/B gm^d, by wbUk bt mm wonded, by xMoeiving a 
pcflMiMd faiU tbmgb by wUtfb b« M rcBdmdea^ 

ofWbMifor tvonwlbi! Iliat btv»B the piiMii vpwM lalbt pai^ 
vliopnHMdth#jaMiiiy«nllii»o«omo«,'' Ac 
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Continuing their coni^se down Dog river, the party struck 
Onion river, along wliich they passed until they reached Lake 
Champhiin on tlie 20th. Ilere the Indians louud the batteaiix 
in which they had come on their march to Royalton. Em- 
barking in tliese, they with their captives commenced their 
Journey down the Lake, and alter stopping at Grand Isle and 
the Isle anx Koix, reached St. John's on the 22d, having been 
nearly seven days on the route. On tlie following day the 
captlTeB were taken to Caughnawaga, where many of them 
were temparariljr adopted by the i^diim ^uniliee reeident at 
that place. After remaining in this condition for a few weeks, 
they were taken to Montreal in the latter part of November, 
and were there sold to the British as prisonerB of war " for a 
"half Joe" each. Of the twenty -five who were carried away, 
one» Adam Durkee, died while in captivity. Twenty-tlnee 
were exchai^ or redeemed, and retomed to their friends 
during tihe eosning snmmer. The remaining piisoner, Zadock 
Bteele, after endtiring a long confinement and being Bnbjected 
*t6 many hardBhips, finally effected his escape, and reached the 
home of his parents in Ellington, Oonnecticati on the llTth 
of October, 1782, just two yeais from the day on whicli he was 
taken try the Indians at Eandolph. 

After receiTing tihe mfssage :ftom the Indians in which they 
dedared ibnt they wontd destroy their captives should an 
attack 'be aittempted ; House and hk men determined to abide 
where they were until morning. It was then discovered that 
tlie enemy had left tlicir encampment. Notwithstanding tliis 
discovery, the company marched about five miles tui tln r to 
Brookfield. Finding all things quiet at this place, and Jiuiglng 
that pursuit would bo useless, they retraced their steps and 
returned to their homes. In commenting upon the conduct of 
House and his men, Williams observes, they " lost the opportu- 
nity of attacking tiie enemy to advantac;o, by their caution and 
delay." In his acconnt of the " Burning of lioyalton," Steele 
remarks of House, " had he poF?o?scd courage and skill ade- 
quate to the duties of hi? station, he might have defeated the 
enemy, it ip thought, witliout the least difficulty, and made 
them all prisoners." To one acquainted witli the facts as they 
have been transmitted by those who have written on the 
subject, the^ conclusions appear to be far from just. Con- 
v^iMUit with the Indian character ; aware, that to a savage the 
name of £90 is a warhmt for any deed of cruelly ; satisfied that 
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in the present inBtanee, notluug wonld l>e epared by the enemy 
to preTent a defeat in case an attack ehonld be made ; and 
imwiUing that the captives should be sacrificed through any 
vain desire of Lis own for a Tictoiy, which to say the least, be 

was not sure of gaining, Honse refbsed to lead bk men in a 

contest, wliose result would have been the certain mnrder of 

twenty-five perauns, anci, without doubt, the slaughter of many 
of his own men. Wc uro told that 

*' Ibe better part of ralor ia— diacretioii.* 

Jiidfj-ed by this Tiiaxiiii, Col. House at once assumes the 
cliuiucter of tlie prudent soldier. Yiewed in tlio light of a 
noLle huHuiiiity, his conduct appears in the highest degree 
praisewortliy and magnanimous. 

Upon a review of the losses of the day, it was found that the 
Indians had bomed one house in Tunbridge, two houses in 
Sharon, twenty-one in Boyalton, several in Randolph, and six- 
teen new bams variously located, which were filled with hay 
and gi-ain ; that they had slaughtered about one hundred and 
fifty head of neat cattle, and all the sheep and swine they could 
find ; and had destroyed all the household furniture whkh they 
Could not take with them. As on other occasions, so now, 
their attachment to deyastation and plunder was unabated. 
Ibe packs with which they laded their captives on tiieir retreat 
from Eoyalton, were filled with plunder of every kind. Axes, 
hoes, pots, kettles, shovels, tongs, nckles, scathes, and chaina 
were mingled in almost inextricable concision; and the backs 
of many of the party supported old side^addlee, bed-ticks, 
warming-pans, plates, loolring-glasses, firying^pans, spiders, and 
many farming implements — as well as household ntensHs. In 
their conduct, the Indians in this inroad displayed less of the 
savage character tluiu io ubiial on such occasions. As a general 
rule they were eatjer to take captives tlio young men and 
those who were in middle life ; but they did not seem dL^imus 
either to carry off the women or female children, or to coimnit 
violence, except in extraordinary cases. After they had 
burned the h(nifie of John IIutchiriRon, they evinced a kind of 
savage satire, by giving his wife a hntchet and a flint, together 
with a quarter of mutton, and bidding her go and cook for 
her men." On reaching the dwelling of Elias Curtis, they 
broke into his wife's apartment, and having discovered Mrs. 
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Cnrtifi who had juet arisen, for it was yet early morning, one 
of the Indians seized her hy the throat, and Lrandishing a large 
knife was apparently intending to destroy her, when his atten- 
tion was arrested by a string of gold beads which she wore 
about her neck. More avaricious than cmel, his knife de- 
scended only to part the string on which they were collected, 
and Mrs. Cortis, although no Bomaoist, was actuollj saved by 
her ))oads. 

During the destruction of Koyalton, two women wlio had been 
aroused from sleep by the appearance of a number of the IndiaiU} 
who entered their dwelling in the grey of morning, were so 
much terrified at the sight, that losing for a time their self-com- 
mandy they went out of dooiBi dad only in their night garmentBy 
and stood motionless by the side of their dwellings until the In- 
dians brought them their doihiiig. Aroused &om their stupor 
of fear hj this act of IdndneBs, they put on their apparel, and, 
taking two or three small children and a young woman with 
Ihem^ fled to the woods. One woman redding in the western 
part of the same towUi was suffidently courageous to roproach 
the sayages for their conduct in distressing fenudes and children, 
and in a taunting manner, told them, Siat ^'if they had the 
^irits and souls of men,** they would cross White river, and 
attack the fort at Bethel They bore her remarks with patience, 
their only reply being, " Squaw should not say too mnch." 
After plundering one of the houses, the Indians had carried the 
piUage and piled it in a heap before the door. As they stood 
around it, selecting such articles as they liked best, a %s oman 
chanced to espy her gown amid the mass, and forthwith took 
it. Upon this an Lidian, who claimed her as his captive, club- 
bed his gnn and knocked her down. Recovering from the 
effects of the blow, she waited till her mast or had carried the 
gown to another heap, and had become ciiL^iired in adding to 
the plunder already collected. She then aftproached the pile 
which was surrounded by the savage crowd, and seizing her 
gown the second time, succeeded in bearing it away, holding 
at the same time^ one child in her arms, and leading another 
by the hand. 

But the exploits of Mrs. Hendee mark her as the heroine of 
the occasion. After the attack had been made upon her hus* 
band's house, she, by his advice, started for a neighboring 
dwelling with her little boy and girl. While on the road she 
was met by a party of Lidians who took her soUi but left her 
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daughter with her. PoBsessing " uncommon resolution, and 
great presence of mind," she determined to rescue her son from 
the hands of his captors. Taking her little girl by the hand, 
ehe proceeded down the river on foot, until she difloovered a 
large body of Indians stationed on th& opipdsite shore. Wishing 
to find the offioedr in command, she tot out to ciM the riveri 
and was preparing to ford the stream, when fth^ was met by an 
Indian who by signs asked her whither she was going. EEaying 
made IcndWti 'to him her intentions, he in a fit of gtxA hixmor 
or gallantry, or perhqie both, offered to 4ake hwbv^ on ids 
1>ack. She retaed His ^wgdM^WtHiStihre^Mm 
child. TheHtaegiri^lMeBtedittainflt 
Ing that « she didn't wmk to Iride lie old lhdiiBi,^1»dt hbMitsg 
teeonc^ed to hiir 'Btee£l| &e three isntoed iStU iMHt. llMy 
had gone neaiiy hiilf aeroes Hhe 'fitresEti, *wlien Ae eairent be- 
coming more Tapid, the polite InSiittL ih otdiHt to^'eairare Mra. 
Sendee, patt^ hte on the Bhdtilder,'iifid 'li^gKiified ^ lier hia 
teadinea to aaaiBt her to the other dde When he had lttMH^er 
child over, provided she Woald want upon a rock ^lear by, 
whose surface was above the water. Tliis time she did not 
reject his offer. Clambering up on the rock, she there remain- 
ed uutil lie returned. True to his word he then took her pick- 
back, and carrying her to the other side, landed her as he had 
her daughter, in safety. 

Hastening to Horton, she implored him to restore her child. 
She was informed that he would not be hurt, but with others 
would be trained as a soldier. HI satisfied with this reply, she 
continued her pious importunit}', until the British lieutenant 
assured her that he would release him. On the arrival of tlie 
Company in whose charge the boy had been placed, Horton pre- 
YaUed on the Indians to give him up tohis moAer. Hairing been 
l3ueC6Ssftd in this undertaking, she endeavored to procure the 
release of bdme of her neighbors^ children. At this jnnctnre, 
s'he Iras compdled by the cmel thre^it^ and actions of one of 
th6 savag6 party, again to relinquish her Son. A second time 
did she appeal to H<^n folr tdd, and again tacceeded in libe- 
ratu^ her ofibpiing. She now set out on her retidrn, having in 
W charge W owii fitde giri,and ^olg^t boys, vrhxiB freedom 
die liad obtain^ Oh Mdiing iHfb \BMsm, Mrs; Hendee car- 
tied two of the children aerbflb it on her badk, one at i time, as 
she a litde wMle before had been borne by Ihe bdiata. ThB 
ford^ the iMst togoither, tli^ ann6 being plalbed inmnd 
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each other's necks, that they might the Itettcr withstaud the 
force of tlie current. She ^\m welcomed with great joy on her 
rotum, and for mauy years alter lired to receiye the ofb-repeated 
Jthanks of those whose children she bad been the instrument of 
releasing fsom a oaptiyityirbaw tema MBd<akin to tbe temts 
i)f death. 

During the succeeding (winter, tbe sufferers bgr tbia sad caiar 
mitj, found a abelter in tbe bomm ti tbair xnm fortunate 
wighborsiaad ftiendi, and esBparieoMd a^sympathj wbieb was 
peculiarly gnteM to ibem, vdien mnpared i«vitb«tba tieatment 
ibsjrbadmsaiTOi^NBiL tbe savage fee.* 

Wamed by the dettnieftioiL of Bqyaltoii, <lbe inbabitanla of 
Oumbexlaiid ooimtf aooombAed in their mn^pteAre 4owm to 
iiha nMMRinB for -die pranditioii of the eom]ium'8afalgr> and the 
sune efflbctoal paotoetion 4if ihe setdementa. .The mnk of 
itfiate aaMtfaigB ivae an HMtoirtanding :diaifc ofaety :a])le4>odied 
una should hold bhnself in leadiness at a minuted warning, 
both for particular and general defence. In the midst of these 
'proceedings tlie community were alarmed hy repoj'ts ui" the 
presence of hostile bands of Indians witliiii the btato. An 
excellent opjjoilunity was now afforded for the exercise of that 
activity which had been declared essenlial to the eaffety of life 
Mad propeiiy. Not confined to the locality at wiiich it began, 
"the alanu pervaded the southern part of the coTint}% and waa 
tbe most extensive ])ainc experienced in Ycmiont during tlie w ar. 

The last day of Octoher was glorious in autumnal beauties, 
nod the bright sun, as he pursued his way through the cloudless 
ibeavens, glanced at the dying leaves of the ended summer, 
and tiaged their changing forms with the hues of the rainbow^f 
EamnA bj ^Ihe weather, « party of gentlMMa wei««igagediQ 

»1itaeww]c<iitia«a*mie lBattiC^>dt«; or a ITittMlife Hit 0^ 
fSvttf ana S^tariagi of ZMk BMC printed at MontpeHer, in 1818^ 4h« iMfd- 
jihipt of one of the prMonem taken at tbe bunung of Royalton, durmg a eon- 
finement of two yaan, are deeoribcd by himself in a qnaint and ent»^rtfiining 
maiuier. Yrinn An Account of the Burning jpf Rojalton" prefixed to Uih 

Narrative/' many of the facte stated in the tez^ have been takeb. Frequent 
«<fe»wi1taiijbebe«nhad toTOBaarftgaNt Vl> la. H g***^. 

f ItaoiiMm wm^ in one aeconnt, thai iliia alwin oooorred ** a few da3-8 after 
tbe homing of Royalton in another, '* on the 25th of November," and in a 
third, " on tVif evp of t>i<> last iltix of October,** and in a note calls attention to 
a di^ropaiK y in the datv^. The date in the text rests on the authority of the 
Maearciiee of the Rev. Ephtaim H. y<w»0li, wnbodiad in kkHB. *'BkiMj ofthe 
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Btirveying the lands whicli L a der the margin of Grassy Brook, 
in the town of Bn^ikliiuj. AVhile thus occupied, they were seen 
by s'-^Tne ppnrt^men who were hunting on Putney "West Ilill." 
One ot the latter, named Reed, who liad often boasted of his 
ability to imitate the Indian war wlioop, took this occasion to 
display his peculiar vocal powers, and substantiated his vaunt 
by giving and repeating again and again the shriek of the 
savage, with an accuracy terrible as reality. Startled by the 
fearful sound, the surveyors ooUected their iiiBtruments, and 
made a precipitate retreat^ announcing the approach of the 
Indians to all whom they met Two men who were cutting 
wood in a remote part of the town of Athens, heard the shrill 
cries, and, im^ining them to be the yells of Indians, quitted 
their w(»k, and with true benevoleace spread the alarm in all 
direetioiis. The dread of the savage foe and the lecoUeetiaii 
of the feaiM seenes whidi had beeii so lately witnessed gave 
rise to the moat awM appreheusiooB. The idea of awaiting ihe 
appearanee of the enemy was not for & moment entertained. 
To prepare for deUBnoe was deemed useless. Flight presented 
the only means of safety, and this means was instantly adopted 
by all who reoeived the terrible tidings. The catUe were left 
in the stalks dwellings were deserted, and the last look was 
taken at homes which, it was supposed, were never again to bo 
recognised save in the ashes of th«r ruin. "Women with tliuir 
infant children mounted the few horses that were to be had, and 
rode off with dcsj'orate speed, leaving those who were more hardy 
to follow on foot. So iViglittul wiis the panicj that in some 
instances teams were left haruessed in the lields, ovens whidi 
were being heated were allowed to grow^ cool at leisure, and 
victuals whicli were being cooked were permitted to take their 
chances at the blazing heart 1 is tn nee.* As tlio tc rrified iiilialnt- 
ants hastened their perilous tiight, daTii^eis hoemed to thicken 
around them, and ''to their bewildered iiiKii^inations eyei^ 
noise became the yell of the savage, and evi n rock and e?eij^ 
tree of tlie forest a lurking place i'< >r tlio cruel foe." 

During the pleasant day the industrious inhabitants ^ of 
Newfane had been busily engaged in clearing land, and collecting 
in piles the brushwood and old logs^ to be burned. As evening 
came on, lowering clouds began to gather, and soon the snow 

• <« Jontlte Fnbam and fwmilj fliwuniml fa liMto tlul Ih^ Ml ili^ 
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eamme&ced faUing. The opportimity was ftTorable for com- 
pleting the day's work anocMfallj. The huge heaps were fired, 
and the diHgent hraum heard with salaafiuition the orackliiig of 
Uie diy IxmghB, and watehed with pleasure hriUiaat mafoo 
of light which flamed upward amid the thick hlack smoke. 
Hhe fugittree from the supposed enemy, as they tnrned for a mo* 
ment in their distressing flight, and gazed at the strange fires, 
which, seen tlirongh the falling snow, glared with unnatural and 
baleful t?]jlen(loi", ^ve^c now convinced that the Indians had pillaged 
the deserted dwellings, aud wrapped them in one corumou con- 
flagration. The report was spread through the neighboring 
towns that "every log li >iise in the pleasant vales and upon the 
heights of Newfaoe'' and Athens had been destroyed, and the 
fearful (jncstion followed as to where tiie uext blow would fall. 
In the more distant towns watches were set, dwellings were 
guarded, tirelocks were loaded, ammnnitiou was })i l j ared, and 
means of escape were provided in case defence should fail. 
Sleep was a stranger to every eye, and the whole night waa Bpent 
in expectation of the approach of the merciless foe. 

The alarm having reached Damiherston, Captain Myrick sent 
a letter by express to Colonel Sasgeants of Brattleborongh, with 
the infonnation that the enemy had reached Kewfane. The 
energetic Colonel gaye immediate notice to Mr. Stockwell, who 
resided in the 'Casteni part of Marlborough, to call out the town 
milttiafor the purpose of repnlsing the Tories and Indians. On 
tiie let of Kov«mber, general orders were issaed for the soldiem 
to rendeavovS) and for the iSuniliea to ayoid the enemy as best 
tiifijy could. Oompanies from Westmmster, Braltleborongh, and 
Marlborough, were soon m route for the plaoe whence the alarm 
had proceeded. The snow which had fidlen dming the m'ght 
now lay deep upon the ground, and the trees were so heavily 
laden as to bend in eyery direction. HMng gone three miles 
on the road to Newfane, the soldiers became satisfied that 
neither Tories nor Indians could so far surmount the obstruc- 
tions which nature waa so bouutil'uUy providing, as to extend 
their ravages, and fort}i\\'ith returned home. Meanwiiile com- 
panies from Halifax and from Colrain in Massachusetts, had 
a^semblod at Brattleborough, but, owing to the disbelief which 
bciraii now to prevail in regard to the presence of tlie enemy, 
they proceeded no further, Otliers who had set out from points 
nearer t^ tlie supposed scene of tcrrrn-, marched into a deserted 
town, and entered forsaken but uuhanned houses, having found 
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nothing to hinder tiieir«dTttii«e flaye the de^^aoing mows of a 
Yermont winter. 

The alarm readied Marlborough in the aAmoon of the daj 
on wfaieh it began. Notwfthstandiji^ the severity of the stom^ 
women and children left their honse^ aaeembled near the centra 
of the town, and commence their mateh eonth, headed by their 
pastor, ibb Ber. Genhom 0. Lymaa-and hia fitatd GoL Zadock 
Granger. Tbeir progresa waa akyw, and alter adwnsing a ftnr 
mO^ thej were oblig^ to stop and obtain ehelter &r theiugfat 
^Diofle from Afhena who had fled east had reoamd-aeoaaaona 
to their nvmber in their journey, and on reaehmg Pntney, their 
party amomtted'to- b etw e en two hnndted and ifaree Inmdred^ 
Some of the sick and infirm had been brought a-ihort.diatanoe^ 
but the desire of perBonal safety had mastered the virtna of 
self-sacrifice, and they had been left at places which afforded' 
shelter, and ^vliere tliey might, it was hoped, escape the notice of 
the foe. Having reached Westmoreland on the east bank of tlie 
Connecticut, the wearied and terror-stricken fugitives halted. 
On their way thither, they had ])aused for a moment at the 
dwelling of Noah Sabin Sen., in Putney, and had found him 
quietly ens^nged in his accustomed avocations. To him they re- 
lated tlieir t;dc of terror, l>iit he discrcditid the story which tliey 
told mid refused tol>o frightened by wliMt lie <lct'ined iiiiprobablo* 
Ever since the time when, as judge by the authority of tlie King, 
Hr. Sabin at the fatal occurrence of the Westminster Mas- 
sacre," had refused to act any other part than that which becaaaa 
a loyal subject of Great Britain, he had been coosidered an 
avowed adherent to the New York joriadietnn, and had been 
regarded by manj aa a supporter of the royal cause. fiiad^iBi- 
fied calmness on an occasion like this, when fear gsra wings to 
flight, aroneed the anspicions of the fngitiTes. He was fortihwitii 
denonnoed aa a iUend of the national enemy, and the beHef 
prevailed that a aeoret nnderatanding eziated between him and 
the Indians. Many were the cones which were heaped npon 
him 88 the angry midtitade preamd onward to escape the dreaded 
foe and the man whom they now deemed nobeitter than a Toiy. 

When the intelligenoe of the following day had dnaipated 
their terrors, preparations were made for a retnm, bnt the snow 
of the night previous had blocked up the roads, which at the 
best were but poor, and had rendered theni ahii^^st impaisj^able; 
Overcome with toil and exposure, many of the sutierers were 
invited to enter the hospitable mansion of him who a few 
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horn hekft^ had beea the otgeefe of ihtSr bitterest myectiTe and 
abuse. Here Ihej were fluiiiBhed with food and aloihui|^ and 
in o^her wi^ reoeiyed snob assistanee as tbdr neoeesities re* 
quired. Tbe eiTeet of this kind treatment was to remofve from 
die minds of all eveiy idea of treacheiy on the part of Judge 
Sabin, and, though he might still fimr ^e jurisdiction of New 
Toilt npon the ^^Gxants," be was never again aoeosed of np* 
holding the cause of Great Britain. The ^ brave soldieiy " of 
Marlborough, when the alarm was preved groundless, "with 
undaunted courage pursued their wives and children," as the 
reverend chronicler, Mr. Kewton, quaintly observes , " and 
bringing them in triumph as the fairest acliievementti and no- 
blest trophies of victory, took y>r,sses8iou of their dwellings, and 
excbaDf:;ed the pursuits of war for the. sweet epjc^meuts of do- 
mestic peace«"^" ^ 

• Tlmfan'B Yl pMi IL pp^ 10, n : Fart UL pfK. 6, 111, Ua Hui Mttlbo- 
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CHATTEfi XV. 
SnaOSB WZDDV asd wxihoct* 

Aitemptfl to nnite in one Dutriot the territory in New Hampshire and Vermont 
bordering the Connecticut — Conventioa at Charlt»town— Eastern aad Western 
Unions — Cumberland and Benuingtoa Coonties divided — ^Boundaries of Wind- 
hMxa^ WIndaoT «nd Ormng* Ovontiw— Hm Oomitj of Widdngton— 0«l Jaeob 
Bail«9>— OoL Hmndm JohiiWHi iiihamm itkm ■& P«ft^MB— Sofferingt of 
Jonathan Elkinv— Treatment of Johnson — Alarm at Newbury — ElMtiooa in 
Wiudhani County — Dissatisfaction of the Putriota of Rockingham v, hh the Offi- 
cer* elected — ^Their Petition — Remuustrauoe from Uunuuerston— Law against 
Defamation — Aham at Bethel— The "Hazen Road"— The Canada N^otiatioM 
— Popdar BmaSm Ophiiaiii 4<liT<f>d in OooYenatkmi — Got. CUntoo mitm 
for informaiion— Seth Smidi indicted for lYtMon— Citizens of Goilford addreit 
Gov. Clinton — ^Tlie " Represeiitatinn " of the New York Party — Proceedings in 
Ckingress, and in the New York Legislature — Smith disoharged from his Intliet- 
ment — Attempts to effact a settlement of Difficulties— Bemonrtrance from threo 
of the southern Towns in Windham Oowty to the N«w Ymik LegiilitaM— 
CoDTeDtion of the sanift IWai— Vsnnont MUiti* Iaw— 11« B«pabUe of GvO- 
ford— The Constancy of its Citizens to the intoiMta of Vow Y«rk— Wfllkn 
Shattock— TlMTktaiiiiili of tb« YorimiL 

Failino in their efforts to obtain assistance either at liome or 
on the floor of Congress in resisting the demands of Yermont^ 
Uie inhabitants of Onmberland oonnty who owed allegiance to 
New York were now ready to adopt odier measures for ensuring 
their personal and political safety. By a re8olnti<m of Oongreea 
passed on die 27Ui of September^ 1780, the farther consideratioii 
of the qnestiim respeefang the jnrisdietioii of the New Hamp- 
shire Grants had been postponed; and the prospect of a settle- 
ment seemed, after the discnsnons of many months, to be no 
nearer than at the ontset At &is jnnetnre a maj(»ity the 
inhabitants of the towns in the western portion of Kew Hamp- 
shire, expressed a wish to be received into union withTermont 
A proposition for the establishment of a jurisdiction of another 
character, was at the same time promulged by the Kew York 
adherents residing in Onmberland and Gloucester counties, and 
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•J. caiveiiiion of town conimitteeH froMi tlio foriiiiT r-nintv was 
called oil tlie 31st of ( )ctober. On this occasion Luke Knowlton,. 
Hilkiali Grotit, Oliver iiOTell, Col. John Sargeants, Micah Town* 
fiend, Maj. Jonathan Hunt, Simon Stevens, Cliarles Phelpe, Ben> 
jfunin Heniy, Jameft Clajf Maj. F.lkanah Day, Thomas Cutler 
and Barzillai Eice, were appointed aoommittoe to take into conBi- 
daiation.the feasibility of a new gosrmmiBattMd to meet each 
peiaons at should bfrsndioruBed to consult upon the Mne question 
by aoommtion or committee of the peopleof Gloucester connty 
QQ the weet, and Gralto county on the eaafeaide of Oonneeticnt 
The diiign o£ CSnmberiand eonnly in theee proeeediDga, 
wasL^^io deefiae^ and aaary into eaMratLm aaoh meaenree" as 
ahooldbe dMoiedbest cakolated ^to nmtomonepolitiealbody 
air (fte JnUitante'tem' Jlason's grant on the east to the height 
of land on the wst ade.thesiiiid riw»^ The Ides tibrae brought 
ftnMd;€£eBteb]i8huig:the westem line of a new <distriet at the 
rid^>€f 'liie Gvsen Monntains, manifested'cleady the nnwillin^ 
neas of ifae If ew York adherents to acknowledge the jurisdiction 
of Vermont, provided they oould ensure their own safety in any 
other way.* 

lii'iogatioDs from three counties having by previous agree- 
ment met on tJ>e 8th of November, at Oharlestown, New 
Hampshire, measures were taken to learn the sentiments of the 
inhabitants residing in the towns included in the district wliich 
it was proposed to establish. Until the rcsnlt of tliis intjtiiry 
should be declared, ultimate action was pobtpuued. De^iivms 
of engaixiriiT in tlic nnion, the towns in the county of Cheshire, 
New Hampshire, sent delegates to a meeting' which was held at 
Walpolo, on the 15th of November. On this occasion n conimit- 
tee of five were appointed to confer with gentlemen from any of 
die towns on the Grants" on the subject of establishing the 
jBrifldiictton of that district The result was a general meeting 
of .jwpresentatives from the counties of Oumberiand, Gloucestert 
Cheshire and Gxaffam. The project of a onion <^ the towns 
bordering the Connecticut, in YeRnimt asd New Hampshire, 
was frecfy diseoandy and various argnmcnts were aUeged In 
support oi the lifi^t to eetablish the tenitoty dedgnated; as a 
aspanto and indq)endent statOi 13iat time mi^^t be given for 
reflection, and ihst the people»~the sonzee olf powetw-migjit be. 
consnlted before any dedslve step lAionId be taken, lettesa were 

• gIade*A Yt State Papen, pp. lU, 12S, IM. Jmrub of ian. OoBgrMi, 6«pt 
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Bent from this meeting of the comities, inviting the attendance 
of representatives from all the towns interested, at a convention 
tobe held at Charlestown on the thirdTuesday of January, ITSl.* 
On organizing the convention which assembled in pursuance 
of this call, it was found that there wen; present, representatives 
from forty-three towns. The primary object of the assembly 
was declared to be, the formation of a union of the whole of the 
"Grants," consolidated upon such principles as the majority 
should think best. A committee of twelve from the counties of 
Cumberland, Gloucester, Grafton and Cheshire were appointed 
to confer with the General Assembly of Vermont at their next sea- 
sion on the subject of this union, and a declaration of the views 
of the convention in regard to the proj>riety and legality of the 
proposed measures, was at the same time drawn up and publish- 
ed. The proceedings of the convention were not, however, unani- 
mous, the members from eight New Hampshire towns entering 
their protest against them. During tlie two following months, 
extraordinary efforts were made to effect the consolidation, and 
on the 6th of April, thirty-five representatives, from as many 
towns in the western part of New Hampeliire, took their seats in 
the General Assembly of the state of Vermont In addition to 
the terms agreed to by the New Hampshire towns and the state 
of Vermont in view of this union, it was settled in regard to 
the towns in Cumberland and Gloucester counties which should 
join in the consolidation, that a general and full act of oblivion 
should be passed by tlie Legislature of Vermont in behalf of 
those persons who, on the 1st of October, 1780, although residing 
in Vermont were avowed subjects of New York ; tliat all judg^ 
ments against them for fines and forfeitures on account of their 
opposition to the authority of Vermont should be annulled ; that 
no judgments should be hereafter rendered against them for any 
state offences committed before the time above specified ; and 
that no civil suits should be hereafter maintained against them 
for trespasses perpetrated previous to the time aforesaid. The 
representation from Cumberland and Gloucester counties in the 
Vermont Legislature was not increased in consequence of the 
consolidation. The only immediate eflcct of the proceeding, in 
Eastern Vermont, was to beget a more kindly feeling towards 
the self-created state, in the minds of those who were almost 
ready to refuse any longer to yield allegiance to New York. 

• Slflde'a Vt state Papers, pp. 126, 127. 
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SooQ after the completion of fhe Eastern Union, as it was 
caDed, some of lihe i^n1)ifant8 residing in that part of New 
York situated north of a line drawn west as far as Iliidsou river, 
in coutiniiation of tlie northern boiiudary of Massachusetts, and 
between IIliJsou river and the western boundary of Vermont, 
wlio had a.sked to be admitted within the limits of Vermont, 
received an answer favorable to their petition. On the 16th of 
June representatives from ten towns took their places in the 
Assomblv of Yerniont, and the Western Union was declared a 
conp.tituent portion of the state. During the few months that 
these Unions were contiidered as a part of Vermont, they were a 
source of continual trouble and expense. Happy was the hour, 
when on the 23d of February, 1782, tlie unfortunate connections 
were dissolved, and the revolted districts were left free to retom 
to their right and natural jurisdictions.* 

Anodier important act of the Febniary session, was the sub- 
division of the countiefl of Oomberland and Bennington. Since 
March, 1778, the former on the east and the latter on the west 
side of the Green Mountains, had comprised wiUiin 4heir com* 
bined limits the whole state. On the 16th of Febmatyy Gombeiv 
land was divided into three connties. To Windham county on 
the sonth were assigned limits which, with the exception of 
a few changes on the western linoi are the same as at present. 
A similar qnalification bemg made in respect to the western line 
of Windsor connly, the same statement may be made with 
regard to its limits as then constitnted, and as now preserved. 
Orange connty comprised aU the land lying between the north 
line of Windsor county and the forty-fifth parallel of north lati- 
tude, and extended from Connecticut river on the east to a line 
commencing at a point near Lake Mcm]»hramaf!jog, fifty miles 
from the centre of the " deepest channel " uf Lake Champlain ; 
and runninf,' thence south to the nortli-east comer of the town of 
Worcester ; thence south on the east lines of tlie town of Worces- 
ter, Middlo>ex, and Berlin, to the south-eii-t corner of the latter 
town ; thence on a straight lino to the north-west comer of Tun- 
bridL'-e; thence on the wostlinoof Tnnbrid£reto tliosonth-wostmr- 
ner of that town, at which place it ptrnck the north boundary of 
Windsor county. To attempt to describe accurately the alterations 
which were continnally made in the county lines which stretched 

• flkde'a Yl Stale F^pen, ppu 1«8-]41, 169. Pipen NbllBg to Yt Oontro 
nny, In oOm Sm. 8t«t» jr.Y*, pL S4. 
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thr»)ugh the length of the state, now on the w^t^rn, anon on 
the eastern slope of the Green Mountains, and fiometinies on its 
Tery ridge, would be to undertake a task iib difficult as it would 
prove practically useless. As has been ah-cady remarked, the 
more mountainous ]>ortion8 of the stAte were for years unsettled, 
and for this reason a description of them would add no valne to iui 
historical narration. On account of the addition of the Ea^stern 
Union, Orange and Windsor countiey were temporarily enlarged. 
By an aci of the General Assembly, passed iu April, 17S1 , all the 
lands within Vermont on the east side of Connecticut river, " lying 
and being opposite the county of Orange," were annexed to 
that county. With the county of Windsor waa incorporated 
the new territory on the opposite side of tlie river, south of that 
which had been added to Orange oonnty, and north of the north 
•lines of the towns ot Claremont, Newport, Unity and WeodalL 
The remaining district, sitnated to the south of these towns, waa 
erected into a conntjr by the name of Washington, When in 
the beginning of the next year tlie Eastern Union wasdissolred, 
the counties resumed the limits which had been assigned them 
preTions to the consolidation.* 

During the whole of the war of the leTolntion, Yermont^ 
lespedallj the eastern section, was. but rarelj snbjected to 
extended or disastrous incursions of the English or their CBna- 
'dian allies. Yety often, however, soonting parties would 
^ter houses under cover of nidht, either for the purpose of 
pl«nder,or 0^ tdrfng 8ome A«.Si whose rtrennoo. option 
to the King of Great Britain had marked him as a dangerous per- 
son. Among those who ha<i lonix been noted as zcal< >ns patriots, 
Gen. Jacob Bayley and Col. Thuiuas Johnson of Xewbnry were 
preeminent. Tlie former not only possessed great inlliKiice with 
his own countrymen, but was regarded by the neighboring 
Indians as a father. Serving as quarter-mastcr-general R>r tlie 
troops stationed at and about Xewbury, he never failed to 
engage m any honorable enterj^rige which might perve to 
advance the interests of the common cause. A larire reward 
was oifered by. the British for his person. Manj were the pUns 

• JmnMbGmnilAMeinbly.yt asMVi8tatoI^p«n,ikm. Otothttiili 
of FibmHy, ItSl, by wiiet of Hm 0«Mnl Ammlt^,WinSbtm wanly wm dtriM 
Into half-«hires. called re«pectively Wettadoitw and Uiiiborough, m <b« conrtt 

Vtte held nltj^nmtely iii t'u> ^hire-towns of the fiame name Wini7pr»r conntr wa* 
conBtitntciI a shire by itself^ nnd the town of Windsor was the «»hire-town. In 
Oraage oouutj, the ehire-towus of Thetfvrd and Norwioh wet« si^ai^ i^thiA the 
batfahiM* ol fh« MUne Mtnc 
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iarranged for his cajiUiie, and equally uuiuerons were the fail- 
nrefi of tlio attempt made to take him. Col. Johnson was also a 
man whose influence upon the circle in which he iiiovod, was 
such as to excite the fears of the enemy. By order of Gen. 
Lincoln, he, at tlie head of a volnntet r company, had in Sei>tem- 
ber, 1777, proceeded towards Ticonderoga fur the purpose of 
diverting the attention of the enemy, wliile Colonel Brown was 
engaged in releasing the American prisoners at Lake George. 
Xot only did ho succeed in this undertaking, but in connection 
with others, assisted in recovering many important stations on 
Lake Cbamplaiiiy in liberating more than one hundred Ameri- 
canSy and in capturing two hundred and ninety-three of tlie 
enemj. Of these priaoner% a hundred had been placed in his 
charge. Listead of securing tbem near the Lake, he had 
marched them back into the conntry where they would not 
be liable to be retaken, and where proYisions could be more 
readily obtained. Bj this and other acts Ool. Johnson had 
greaHj tnmbled the British, who now eagerly sought for an 
opportonitj to make him their prisoner. He ancceeded, how* 
ever, in dnding their vigilance until the spring of ITSl, when 
he was taken in the following manner. 

Having contracted to erect a grist-mill in the town of Fea- 
Asm, situated fifteen miles northwest of Kewbory, Ool. Johnson 
set out from the latter place on the 6th of March, 1781, taking 
with him two mill-stones. Owing to the lameness of his oxen, 
and a temporary illness witli which he was affected, he was 
occupied three days in performing the journey. On reaohins^ 
Peacliam he stopped at the house of Deacon Jonathan Elkins. 
Being awakened on the morning of the 8th, between twelve and 
one o'clock, he arose and found the house surrounded hy a 
party of tho British, consisting of eleven men including Capt. 
Pritchard the commander. His firet impulse was to draw on 
his stockings, clear the window, and run. But, before he could 
accomjdisli this object, the muzzles of two guns were brought 
in unpleasant proximity to his person, and he was claimed by 
two men as their prisoner. Surrendering himself as such, and 
having promised to give his captors no trouble, he was permit- 
ted to accompany them witlioat being bound. Jonathan and 
iCoses EUdns, sons of the Deacon, and Jacob Page were nho 
made captives^ but by the intercession of Johnson, who dis- 
%ovtBi^ amdfeil^ the British two old aeqmSiitanceB," Moees, who 
was feeble in body, was permitted to retnm ^ftar he had pro^ 
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ceeded about eiglit niileg. Taking in their course Lamoille 
river, Grand Isle, Point au Fer, and L' isle au Noix, the imrty 
readied St. Jolm's on the 13th, after a journey of six days. 
Pago was immediately sent on to ^Nrontreal, but of his after lifei 
if he wiiri }>erniitted to live, notliing known. 

Jonathan, then a youth, known afterwards as Col. Elkins, was 
imprisoned at Quebec, and after enduring f(>r eight nioi^ths the 
most grievouii privations, was sent to England with one hundred 
and til'ty others. During the voyage the prisoners were distri- 
buted throughout the fleet witli which they sailed, and were 
o"l>liged to do duty. On arriving at Plymouth, Elkins and his 
fellow-fiufferers were confined in the old Mill prison, and there 
remained fi-om the 9th of February, 1783, imtil the 24th of 
June following. During this period they were allowed onlj two- 
thirds the rations of common soldiers, and most of them were 
miserably clad. Having l)een informed of their condition, Dr. 
Franklin, who was tlu n tlie Anierican minister at France, sent 
to each prisoner, one shiUing sterling per week, which gift was 
of great seryioe in relieving the misery of tlieir condition.* 
Befcrring to this noble act, and the good results which followed 
it, CoL Elkins wrote : — There were among ns forty captains 
of yessels, and many others who had some learning ; and when 
we got our shilling a week from Dr. Franklin, it was proposed 
that we, who had no learning, should pay four cop|>er8 a week 
for schooling, and soon many schools were opened. Among the 
rest, I procured paper, pen and ink, and a slate, and paid my 
four coppers a week for tuition. By this means, many who 
could neither read nor write got so much learning, that they 
were capable of transacting business for themselves, and a num- 
ber of us learned the mariner's art, so as to be capable of navi- 
gating a ship." This confineniuiit having been brought to an 
end by an excliange of the American prisoners for* the captured 
troops of Cornwallis, one thousand seven hun Ir .1 and thirty- 
three of the foriner were put on ])oaril a cartel and sent back to 
the United Stati Among tliis number was young Elkins, who 
afterwards returned to his home in Peacham. 

The treatment which Johnson received during his captivity, 
was far difterent from that experienced by his unfortunate friend, 
£lkins. He was regarded by the British as a man who might 

* TlibdieiiiiiifeMiMbiiMniiAiMaift^*'M of AiidNvShiibBiM"iB 
cflumttPB wMisaaflwwntof HM<ldMIIlpnioii,pf>i7S"e6. 
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be of groat service to them, provided he conld he induced to re- 
noimoe hie allegiaace to the United Statee. For the porpose 
of leading him to take this step, he was allowed many priri- 
legea not oftea granted to prisoners, and was treated with great 
urbanity and kindness. While at St. John' 8, he "svas allowed a 
camp parole, and was permitted to live with Capt. Sherwood, a 
gentleman noted for the huiuanitj which he uniforinly display- 
ed towards tho8C whom the fortime of war placed in his power. 
Notwithstanding the attentions which he received, his qiiartere 
were often shitted from St. John's to Montreal, from Montreal to 
Chambly, and from Chainl)ly to Three Eivois. At eacli of 
these places, he wm interrogated by different olHcens as to the 
"views and feelings of the inhabitants of the 'Grants,'" and 
as to Im own opinions of the prospects of the colonies. Careful 
and guarded in his answers, he spoke with apparent careless- 
ness of the American cause, but never divulged anything which 
would be of advantage to the enemy or detrimental to his friends. 
He afterwards ascertained that his answers were noted by 
thoee with whom he conversed, «nd sent to the commander for 
comparisoii and inspection. 

On one occasion, a young officer, in whoso charge he had 
been placed, had been drinking too freelj, and had left a letter 
exposed, which Johnson took the liberty to pemse. It was from 
s penon hi|^ in command^and ezpfessed a hope that the jonng 
officer was possessed of ^^too much sense and intelligence to be 
impoeed upon by the prisoner.'' Knowing iVom this, and other 
cirenmstances, that hiis words, as well as actions, were the sub- 
ject ef critical examination, Johnson resolved to a£Eect an in- 
difference towards the American canse^ tmsting that the resnlt 
wonld prore personally beneficiaL Li this he was not disap- 
pointed. Having been detained a prisoner for seven montl^ 
he was finally released on parole, on ^e 6th of October, having 
first signed an instrument in which he pledged his "faith and 
word ot' honor" to Gen. Haldimand that he would " not do or 
say any thing contrary to hisMaj^ty's interest or government;" 
and that^ whenever required so to do, he would repair to what- 
ever place ohuuld be designated l>y proper authority, and would 
there remain until legally exchanged. After his return to his 
family at Newbury, he would, now and then, receive letters from 
his friends in Canada, but was never ordered to chaiiL^.' his resi- 
dence or to surrender his parole. lie treely communicated his 
views to Gen. Washington in regard to tlie negotiations which, 
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for a time, were carried on between the British in Canada and 
the principal men in Vermont, and tdthough mistaken in liis 
ooaoiusions that the state waa to become a British provinoa, 
proved himself a true patriot by the jealousy with which he re- 
garded an intercourse which, to all bnt thoee eonMradd in it 
wore the aspect o£ eontemplatedi if not of incipient, or neariy 
isonsnmmated treason. Uis unpleasant conaeetion with the 
enemy continued in f roe by virtue of the agpeemonfciM htid 
jngned, until the 20th of Janoary, 1788, wh«B! the tiealy of peeee 
leleafled him firom iue parole of lionor, at the (uane tine Ibat it 
gave independeoee to the dnited States.* 

Chi tbe 16di of llbreh, a ft w daya after the oaptiue aC J<^^ 
aon and hi* frienda, another alarm waa eiperienoed ai Nmw^ 
buy, tbe caVM and ebaraoter of wbieb are not knovn. It wm 
anffi^enti however, toezeite the ^ppreheaaiooa of Gen. Bay ley, 
wbo immediately ordered the nuHtia fhini the acQaeeat toma 
to march to (he place direateaed by invaaion. Tbe only re^ 
cords of the affiiir wlueh are known to exist are the pay-rolk. 
From these it appears that ei^^liteen men from Westminster, 
belonging to the companies of Capts. Jt^o JJui k and Alichael 
Gilson, but commanded by the former, " marthcd. in the alurm** 
at Newbuiy, fifteen miles towanls that place and returned, hav- 
ing been for tliree days in Bcrvice ; that C:li>l John Mercy of 
Winder, led twenty -tMirht of his tow ubUieu twenty-one miles on 
the same errand and then retnrned, after an aljseiice tliree 
days; and that a company of nineteen luiii, headed by the 
fiercely -named Samuel Stow Savn^^o, puifriniKd a jonmey simi- 
lar in all respects to the laat| and brought ilia gallant foUowexa 
in safety to their homcs.f 

The necessity of establishing the internal government of Yec^ 
mont on a firm basis had been deeply felt at the Febmary ses- 
eion of the General Assembly. In order to secure, in part, tbk 
desired result, the times and places for holding the eoimty 
eleetiona had beeu selected and ratified by legislative enao^ 
meaty and notified to the most important towna. At thia tima 
there resided in Windham ooonty a nmnber of gjukdaam. e£ 
ability, wbo, previoos to the year 1775» bad been eoaneeled 
either aajndgee, lawyers, or m aomeeiibotdinaitecapaeitj, with 
the eetabBahed eonrta. When the power cftiie King had been 

• Power»'« Cooe Country, pp. l98-il6. Thompson's Vt, Part JH. p. 187, 
t lia MwUr-RoUi^ tie. 
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declared a nidlity, lihtee gemdemai still retaioiDg their loyal 
Mhkg^ hfldtetired from ^ ^Mgi^e wlikh eiunied, and during 
^ ibc ymn liist ftttomd liad^ ftm &eir eeduBioi^ obeerved 
iriA iBftorett the Ataifgn wMch day b j day gave •a new aepe<^t 
to Hie polltieal aftfin not enhf of Onh immediate tieig^boiv 
liaodylmiiteflbaiiiiole United jgtatee. The time had nowoome 
^rfMQ tlw0e nSA mufll dedd^ between ^ the King and the Oon- 
greee," m the "phrase of the tilnes was. Aware that their men- 
tal attainmentB wonld give them a place in the new govern- 
ment, and viewing the condition of royalty as douLtfiil and 
desperate, they declared their willingness to embrace the cauae 
of AmericAj and avo\vc <l their allegiance to the stAte of Ver- 
mont At the elections wliich were held on the 27th of March, 
several of these gentlemen were elected to the highest and ni 'st 
important offices o( the county. When tlie result was made 
known, tn*eat indignation was felt by those wlio from the begin- 
ning liad rcisisted the encroachments of Great Britain, and who 
now beheld men who had f»3r years remained nentral raised to 
office, and placed in positions which were justly due to those 
wIm> had suffered in, and sustained the now triumphing cnnsc. 

Amofig the people of Iloekingham this feeling of dissatisfac- 
tioQ was manifested in terms most significant. Many of the 
inhabitami of that town bad been at Westminster on the night 
of the memorable ^^masBaete," i» on the daj sneoeeding tihat 
evmt, sid bad tbete beeome penetrated with avenion to any- 
thing wldek bore the intfgnimn of the Crowni and to any per., 
aoa wbo devited anliioHty lh>m it Althongb illiterate men, 
yet they eoaM not acknowledge that to be justice which shonld 
giwit fiiTOM to bim wbo but yesterday had sworn allegiance t6 
AmirflAi trbfle tt neglected the brave soldier wbo six years ego 
lidHdM Ma ]^a6e Idtb eagerness and entbnaiaBm, among £b 
baA^MftH^bdittJEing George deoonnced as rebels. Liflueaeed 
by these feelings, they drew up a petition on the 9th of April, 
addressed to Governor Chittenden and to the Council of the 
state, remonstrating against the election to office of the " friends 
to Ministerial Tirrany and TJsnr})ation,'' wliu until ithin a few 
days had been the "a Vowed Enemies to all authority save that 
Derived from tlie Crown of Great Britton," and the "known 
Enemies to this and the United States of America." " If tliere 
13 proof wanted of this," they continued, " we will bring hi their 
being active in and accessory to the shedding the first Blood 
that was shed in America to support Brittanic Government, at 

a 
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the Horrid and N'ever to be for Got Massacre Committed at 
Weetniin>1er Cortt House on the Wight of the 18th of March, 
1776." Thej fiurtlier declared that they could perceive no dif- 
fttence " between being balled to Gmt Britton for Tryal or 
being Ttyed hj ibese TocdB amongBt our SelYoS)" and mked for 
a new election, or for tlie retention of the oommwona ct Heth 
Sabin Jr., as jndge of probate ; of John Bridgmn, I^b 
Knowlton, and Benjamin Bort, as judges of the county oooit; 
of Oliver Loyell and Elias Olcott as justices of tlie peace; and 
of JonaHian Hnnt; as higb Bhertfr, in order that the petitioDfln 
might baye an opportonily to Enter a proper Impeachment 
and prove that Said persons are Not onelyDisqnaUefiedforhoUr 
ing any public Station By their own bad Gondnet but Osnaott 
be freemen of the State of Vermont by the Constitution thereof." 
To this paper were appended about fifty signatures written in 
bci awlg, as ragged a^ the composition of the documeut was 
miic^ue. 

On the 12th of April, and before the presentation of ilie 
Rockingliani petition, a remonstrance similar in import, signed 
by Leonunl Spauldintr and a number of the inhabitants? of Dam- 
merston and the neigliborin<^ towns, was brought bei'ore the 
Council tor immediate consideration. The reipiest contained in 
tliis instrument was answered in part, and the commissions of 
Noah Sabij^ Jr., as judge of probate, and of Samuel Kni^t, as 
a justice of tiic peace, M*ere withheld for the present Tiie IwK!k- 
ingham petition was considered on the lOth of April, bat tlM 
Council refused to accede to the wishes of the petitionen sad 
the subject was dismissed. At the fall session of the Legislatore 
in the same year, the case of Sabin and Knight was reviewed, 
and tlieir election was confirmed on the 3&th of October by 
regularly executed commissions. Although there was sdll s 
lingering suspicion in the minds of many aa to the paAriotismol 
several of the counly officers, yet tfaeur condnet was vitlioat 
fault, and their duties were peifonned agreeable to the wiehes 
of the most loyal supporters of the American canae.* 

In enforcing the laws of the state, the courts sometimes e^ 
rienced difficulties by reason of the natnreof the oflbnces whidi 
they were required to notice* By astatute passed in Febnsiy, 
1779, it had bem enacted that whoever should de&me ''say 
court of justice, or the sentence or proceedings of the same; or 

* MBLltowwiiUim^Omadiaeeocd^ A«. 
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any of the magistnUM, j^cig^ or justiew of any Btich court, in 
respect of aojr act or sentence therem passed," should, on con- 
TiotioD, be punished by fine, imprisonment, disfranchisement, or 
banishment at the dismtion of the court Wholly disregarding 
this law and its dennnciation% Kathaniel Bennet of Tomlinson, 
now Gnifto% did, on or about ^ the let of August, while at 
Atlxens, *^ ntter and publish these fidse and defamatory words " 
in relation to Seth Oaks, a jnstioe of the peace:— He has 
given a damned judgment against me, and he has perjured 
himself; and deservee to be whipped damnably*" Complaint 
having *been made against him by Stephen B. Bradley, the 
attorney for the state, he was arrested on an order from the 
Superior court, and wuii brought bel'or^ tliat body on the 
6th ot' September, while in sesFinii at Westminster. Owing 
tu an apparent reluctance, ;us it w<aild seem, to try the pri- 
soner at that time, ho was admitted tu bail, and tlie cause 
was put over until the session in January, 1782. It was then 
carried forward to the June term, on which occasion it was 
again postponed. The defendant was subsequently ordert'<l 
to appear at the session in February, 1783, but failing to Le 
present he forfeited his bail bond, 2so further proceedings 
were taken in the matter.* 

As has been already observed, the easy access to the settle- 
ments, afforded by the unprotected condition of the frontiei*s, 
was the cause of continual alarms to tlie northern towns. Tlie 
anticipation of an irruption from Canada, or of an attack of 
some nature, induced Capt John Benjamin, the oommandant of 
the fort at Bethel, to seek assistance £rom the neighboring 
militia, early in August, 1781. 

In obedience to this application, Oapt Bartholomew Ihirkee, 
on the 10th of that montii, aod at the head of twenly-fiye of the 
stont men of Fomfret, marched to his aid, and was joined by 
Capt Elkansh Spragne with five men from Hartford. The 
readiness of the soldiets to fight seems, however, to have been 
the only method by whidi they were permitted to evince their 
braveiy on this occasion. The sde record of the expedition 
which remaiufl, is that which preserves the names of the militia, 
the number of miles they travelled and the days they were ab- 
sent on service. But the fortunate issue of this alarm was coun- 
terbalanced by an event which happened in the following mouth. 

• Ma Court Records. 
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Daring tile 'finminer, Capt, Nebeuutili LoYeweH was stationed 
•vrifSb. his company ftt Feacbam. Ibe *^ Hazen Boad" aa it waa 
called, which haid been commenced by GextBajleyyin IfY^, 
and completed by Qen. Hazen in began fit Peaduim aaA 
extended tbrongh the pretont towns Oabot, Wtdden, Hsrd- 
wick, Greensboi-ougb, Craftsbury, Albany, and Lowell. Up this 
road, LoveweU sent a 6Ci»ut of four men, during the month of 
September, for the pm'pose of ascertaining the locality of the 
enemy. While on the route, they were ambushed and fired 
upon by the Indians. Two of the party \\ ere killed and scalp- 
ed, the other two were captured ; and on the tenth day after they 
left Peacham, were prisoners in Quebec with Colonel Elkius,who 
had been carried away in the preceding gprini^. This was the 
last of the depredations by which the inhabitants of the eastern 
settlements were disturbed during the year.* 

Although the frequent incursions of tlie Indians and Tories 
had kept the people on both sides of the Green Mountains in a 
state of perpetual alarm, yet the Canada negotiations and the 
delays in Congress in the adjustment of the jurisdictional rii^ts 
of the different claimants to the Grants," were the cause of 
anticipations more gloomy than the sad realities of tlie present 
honr. Among the majority of the inhabitants, so litde wss 
known concerning the relations existing between the govern- 
ment of Yermont and the British, lliat the inost extravagant 
eonnises were promulged by those who, in other matters, were 
esteemed for their prudence. Stories which, at any other time^ 
would have been discredited without hesitation, were repeated 
with additions and exaggeration, and received as the truth. 
Whatever may have been the opinion of WaBhington and his 
advisers as to the course puraued by the leading men in Ver- 
mont during this period of doubt and danger, there is now no 
question tliat the secrecy with which the negotiations with the 
enemy were conducted, notwithstanding the evil ro})orts wliich 
were caused thereby, was the safest method which could have 
been adopted. Terniont — claimed by Kew York, re^'arded with 
hatred and ft^ir by New Hampshire, suspected of troaaon by 
ConGn-ess, and eagerly watched by Canada, — lield a situation po 
peculiarly delicate, that one false step might have destroyed 
all tlie plans of hor protectors, and rendered vain her hopes of 
existence as a separate and independent state. In the minds of 

• m MfuAm Bolk T1i<Nniwon*ft Yl, Part QL ISf . 
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many, the distrnst evinced towards CoQgroflA. Wt^s far grentyip 
than the fear of subjectian to British dominloiu To ^uch an ex- 
teat did this distniflt preyail, thi^^. not a f<^yr, among those who 
lepreeented Yermont in her own Legislature, regarded with evi- 
dent satisfaction the idea of becpinii^ i^egiant to the Crown. 
'From the lengoage held bj men wjioy al^ii|^ violent in their. 
esgireeBion^ weve atiU ih^ expon^ta.of the. views of .a Ifu^gpe class 
^ tbacoipimnnily in which lihey resided^ a more definite idea 
lian:rbe,ga^D^.of tibie ideas, which, at this time, prevailed. 

In a oonveisation which took place at Brattleborough, during; 
l^month of May, between CoL Samuel Wells, who h|Kl beat 
ooe of the royal judges in Cumberland county, for many years 
adherent to New York, and afterwards a representative in 
the Assembly of Vermont — in a conversation which took place 
between him and Elijah Proiity, the latter having observed that 
in liis opinion, the state would not stand a state," TVells re- 
plied, that he was mistaken, that Yermont would continue a 
state because it was cstaljli^slied a state by tlie King of Great 
Britain, and further declared, that in case the United States 
should levy war against it, it " could be supported by 10,000 or 
15,000 troops out of Cauada." Similar to this, was the assertion 
of Capt. Ohver Cooke ^vllo, in the month of July, assured a 
friend, that Yermont was a state, and that he could " in less 
t^H^ twenty-four hours" show that it had been " established by 
the King of Great Britain." Ihe langunge of John Bridgnuuit 
Y)fitKn£^ a judge of the quarter sessions, and a member of 
$e state Apembiy, when convming in relation to the powers 
<4^ QPWM ^M.^iolttit in the extreme. Congress hao^np 
tapbess" to interfm inth the pmsent union of Yermont and 
1^iy>T)[fiWpW|re, said he, tp that renowned Yoikeri IJmothy 
(J^nich of .Qr9itf]eb<vougb, aa they, chanced, to meet on a No- 
veinber's day, af; ICatthew Maitin'a milV. Qhnrch. exiMroesed- a 
contrary opinion. Die^pon, Bridgman rq[>lie4 : *^ Damn the 
Q>ogre8s. Curse the Congress I Haven't we waited )pDgeDOU|^ 
on them ? A pox on them. I wish they would come to the miU 
now ; I would put them between these mill-stones or imder the 
water-wheel. Tliey have sold us like a cursed old horse. They 
have no buf^^^w^th our affairs. ^Ve know no such body of 
men!" 

So fearlessly were opinions expressed respecting the condition 
of the state, liat Edward Smith declared openly, at the pul)lic 
house of Joeiah Arms, in Brattleborough, that as long aa the 
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King and ParliameDt of Great Britain approved of, and wonld 
muntain the state of Termont, he was detennined to drive it, 
and 80 were its leaders." Verbal reports of theee, and simUar 
declarationsy were borne to Gorenior Clinton^ who regarded 
ibem as proofs of a treasonable conspiracy wilih the enemy* la 
order to obtain the exact trath^ he wrote on the dd of Jannaiy, 
1782, to Oapt. Timothy Church and his wife, lient Jonadiui 
Church, Elijah Pronty, Benjamin Baker, Israel Field, and Jo- 
seph Dater, in whose presence lliese sentiments had been ntter* 
ed. As I am informed," said he, '^ihat yon are acquainted 
with facts that tend to proTc that the leaden of the usurped 
gfovernment of Yermont are in league with the common enemy, 
I luive tlieref(^re to request, that you will appear before a civil 
magistrate, authorized to take the eame, and make affidavit of 
all sucli matters as sliall have come to your knowledge, respect- 
ing tlie same, in order tliat they may be transmitted to me. The 
good opinion I ]iave of your patriotism, forbids my using any 
arguments to induce you to a compliance M'ith a measure in 
which the safety and general interest of America is obvi -n-ly 
and essentially concerned." In conformity with this request, 
those who had heard the remarks before narrated, committed 
the facts to writing in the form of affidavits, and sent them to 
Governor Clinton.* 

Although the New York adherents experienced great diflS- 
culty in upholding the government to which they owed alle» 
giance, yet they did not hesitate to express their views on the 
subject whenever an opportunity was offered. On the 5th of 
November, 1781, Seth Smith, Elijah Prouty, Daniel Shepardson, 
and Hezekiah Stowell informed QoTcmor Clinton, by letter, 
of their disapprobation of the present basis of govenmient^ 
as established in Vermont, and of the ^reatemngs with which 
they had been menaced by the people of that state. Tkej fur- 
ther declared, that ** vast numbers^ still held to the state of New 
York and to the authority of Congress, but were constrained to 
suppress their sentiments from regard to personal safety. La 
proof of these statements, they referred the Goyemor ta lieut* 
Israel Smith, the bearer of the letter. The nature of this cop- 
reepondence haying become known, Seth Smith, who wa.s re- 
garded by the Vermonters as a dangerous person, and who 

• George CfUnton Papers, in N. Y. State Lib., voL xv, doe. 4265. MS. Dcposi- 
tioas. 
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had alBO been charged with bdng engaged in some liotom pro- 
oeedingB, wm indicted in Deeember, ITBl, before the oofort in 
Windluun comity- for coospiiing and attempting an invaaion, 
inaonection, and pnblie rebellion'' againatthe state of Yermont, 
and for *^ attempting the alteration and anbvenion'' of its 
^ftame of government hy endeavoring the betraying the same 
into the hands of a fbreign power." 

Aroused, no donbt, by Ihis exerdse of power, and aware that 
the agreement they had made to BUBtain the jnrisdiction of Yer- 
moiit at the time of the addition of the Eastern Union, had tended 
but little to increase their personal or |M)litical eafety, tin- inha- 
bitants of Guill'urel, on the 8th of January, 17S2, dri w up an 
aUdress to the Governor and Legislature of New York and to 
the " ATnericaii Continental Concrress." In this paper they ex- 
pressed regret tliat they had i Ncen compelled by circumstances 
to unite with Vermont. In dei'ence of their conduct, they 
argued from " the eterniil and irresistible Inws of eelf-pr^erra' 
tion, which are ever prior to all social laws, or the laws of a par- 
ticular society, state, or commonwealth," that when a body of 
men were oppressed, and the state to which they owed alle- 
giance ooold not assist them, it was "tbreyer justifiable for that 
op p reeaed people to procure their own redran and relief by- 
terms of composition with their oppressors," as farorable as 
could be obtained. They then referred to the inconvenienoes 
to which they had been subjected in early yean by the tyran- 
nic adminiatration of the Grown to the persecntions they had 
endtired on aeooont of their aUegiance to Kew Yoi^; and to 
the consequences wliieh would ensne, shonld Oongress cnt off the 
Easten and Western XJmoiia and establish Yeimont as an inde- 
pendfflit state. Without these wings, Yermonty" said they, 

if filled np in its utmost extension,'' would never be able to 
maintain inhabitan|a enough to support the charges, honor, 
power and dignity of an inland state f or to bidld sudi d^ncee 
at the north as are needed ; or to man, victual, and support 
them, in case they should be erected. Shonld the dissolution of 
ihu L'nioDs follow, and should Vermont be recognized by Con- 
srress as the fourteenth state, they declared that the result to them 
\v( .uld be but little short of a natural death. Accompanying this 
address was a c iiuimnication, dated the 10th of January, from 
Daniel Shepardson, Henry Hunt, Capt. Asa Eice, Capt. Daniel 
Wilkins, Newhall Earll, and Lieut. David Uoodenough, assert- 
ing that almost all the Y ermonters in (jruilford, and many in the 
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adjacdQt towns, had lately " turned against \'er^^.io^*'.*' aud v ere 
deBirous of owning tlic jurisdicitioQ.4tf Isavi Y*}f^ >m Wftitting 
to the deckious of Cougregg. 

To excite, if poesible, an additional interest in their eitnation, 
th» iN^ew Yod( party in the townships of Gnii^rd and Brattle 
bofough, drew np n Eepresentation as it was caUedt <d their 
aitnatioiiy and committed it to Seth Smith their agent, with: 
ovdm to present it to the Xiegialatiiie of Kew Yiodii and to the 
Congress of the United Statas. In thia docameal^.idhiQk was* 
qompoaed wilh rnnoh oare and apparent, trathfahwii. fltanth» aat 
c^menlaDl^ dedaied that a ^'^eiy ipraait nugoiRlj '' of the 
inhabitanti of 6mttlelK»oq|^ and Goilfotd, and^* aA leMt dim* 
fbnrths" of the people liyiiiig:WiUim the '^naoiped jiiiMielliBi. 
of Yecmonti <»i the east aide of the Graan HomifeHoa.aiid wcat- 
aide of Ckmneetioiit Hvwf* we dasbeaa of Tptawfafe to Urn 
^ rightful juriadietion of theratato of Nof Xoric," fircmwiU bj 
the violent measiiree of the new atate goranunaat, and the 
want of neoeflsaiy prc^tion uid assistance -lirom Cbngreiis and 
New York, thej had "much against thisir inclinations, been 
obliged to appear to depart that the towns which he repre- 
sented, and a majority of tlic iaLaljitants of iht^ 2s cw iliimp- 
shire Grants, were, as he believed, firiui} (letGnnincd to oppc«e 
by arms the " usurped jurisdiction of Vermuut \' and that there 
\v:i,- full evidence of the disaffection of " the leaders and abet- 
tors in the assumed government of Vermont towards the Unit- 
ed States, and of a "league of amily " Ijctween them and the 
enemy in Canada. In support of the hist statement, lie allnded 
to the fact that Vermont commissionei s had held frequent inter- 
views with commissioners from Canada, both in the latter pro- 
vince and on the Grants;" that the leading men in Yeanont: 
bad established a neutrality with Canada, publicly disavowed 
the authority of Congress, and authorized the.tranamianaa into 
Canada of priaonen bekviging to Gen. Bnrgoy ne's army, withcmt 
receiviiirr any iu esobange; that the '^staunch whigs and thoae 
well affected to the true interaats of the'IIiiitad.^tee " were 
exceedingly, ahumed at thIa fHeodlj intareomaa.* whmh tbajy 
Qoold not prevent unleea by fdrae* of tanaa^ aiBtt^-aa wp foglm 
ci ISTew. Yoiin^ they were not eligible to offioe inder Yenoont; 
and that the ^^illigottan powm^ of tbe aippovtara cf lJ» nw 
Btate/' ware wa»lon]y andartBtiarlly ^ enoiBad^ te the ^fneott!* 
oaivable onmnon of the beak fiiendasof ' lha AmaAmimmt ^ 
ia tbat poitiim;of (he natioBh 
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la udditkm to theae fkBrgta^ he stated that the YennonterB 
had eonmiitted manj aote of violence, under oolpr of law, 
against the well-affieeted svbjeets of the state of New York ; 
tbit thej had pvoeeeded so fiu* against him, as to cause him to 
be oharged^in an indictment for high treason against their 
assomed goyemment''— with an attempt to introdnoe a "fo- 
.reign power'' into Vermont, meaning nndonbtedlj hy theee 
words the government of New York and the authority of Con- 
gress; that they had "debauched" into a nnion witli them- 
selves, portions of New York and New Ilainpbliire ; that, 
although exempt from tlie " coniiiiou burthens of the American 
war," they still exercised an " exorbitant power in taxation and 
arbitrary drafts, to support their usurpations aj^^ainst two of the 
stated ill the American confederacy and that this latter proceed- 
ing was intolerably grievoiiB to the ^nrcat body of tlie true friends 
of AiiK'riea, who were coiiipiHed to endure, since they were Tint 
able to resist. To support these declarations, the representant 
offered to adduce the " meet regular and conclusive proofs," pro- 
vided he and his friends should bo protected while collecting 
the evidenoe. He also soggested the propriety of sending con- 
grasicfnal commissioners to make inqniries and return a full 
n|K>rt, and added his assurance that they wonld be upheld and 
fc a p ected by the majority of the people. In conclusion, he 
gocTO aa hk^^rm opinion that vnless Gcmgress seasonably and 
viganmdy interpose, the wdl^slTected to the state of New 
Y^nk and the United States will ily to arms in opposition to 
the usurpation of Yeimont^ 

50n ZMcihing Poughkeepsie, Smith waited on Got. C9mtOD, 
ap pri sed him of his business, and beepoke has assistsnce. Oin- 
ten, at cnee, appiOYcd of the undertaking in which Smith was 
engaged, and on the dlst of Jannary presented him with a let- 
ter of introduction to William Floyd, one of the delegates from 
New York in Congress. In this communication, Clinton recited 
in brief tlie information which Smitli designed to communicate, 
and desired Floyd to aid that gentleman in fulfilling his com- 
niisrion. "You will be able, I presume, from the temper of 
CV)nLrrees,'' wrote he, "immediately to determine what effect 
^Ir. Smith's representation is iikeiy to have, and if it should nor, 
appear probable that aTiy measures will be taken in conse- 
quence of it, I wish he niay not be detained in Pliiladelphia a 
single hour longer than is necessary for you to prepare your dis- 
patches." Agreeable to this reqnest, the repreaeutation was 

27 
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laid before OongraB on the 28th of January, and was refenred 
with other papers to a special oommittee* Without waiting to 
see the iasne, Smith returned home. On he 19th of Febroaiy 
the fint report was made on the snbjeot, and was re-oommitted. 
On the presentation of their second report by the grand commit^ 
tee, on die let of March, neariy the whole daj was spent in the 
discussion of the Vermont qneetion, and of the condnct of the 
inhabitants of that state in admitting the Eastern and Western 
Unions within their jnrlsdicAional limits* The result of these 
proceedings was tiie passage of a number of lesolyes dedaring 
the boundaries of the New Hampshire Grants to be henceforth, 
as they were understood to have been, previously to the admis- 
sion of the territory comprised witliin the acknowledged limits 
of New York and New Hampshire. Althoiicrh these resolves 
were to a certain extent due to the statomciito i»f Smith, vet the 
main object of his mission was not accomplished, since no direct 
measnrcs were taken to secure those whom lie repi*eeeuted the 
riglits which they claimed as citizens of New York. 

On his way home, Smith left witli Grovemor Clinton a copy of 
the representation which he had bron^lit before Congress, and a 
petition, dated Fehrnary 11th, addressed to the Leirislatnre of 
New York. In the latter document, he stated that he had been 
authorized by his constituents to apply both to Congress and to 
the New York Legislature " for their respective interposition on 
the subject matter of his representation that the well-affected 
on the "Grants" would cheerfully render obedience to New 
York, provided they could be protected ; that by the laws of 
Vermont they were deprived of civil and milita^ power ; and 
that they were determined to resort to " the natural means of 
defence by arms," unless interposition should be made in their 
behalf. In yiew of these difficulties he prayed the Legislatare 
to employ " seasonable and vigorous" measures, and tiiua £ree 
his constituents fh>m the neeessily of repelling force by force, a 
step which ^ by tiie rights of mankind " Ihey would be justified 
in takmg. The Legislature were to have met on Ihe 10th of 
February, but at that time and for several days following there 
was not a quorum present As soon as a sufficient number had 
congregated, the petition and representation were read in the 
Asswnbly, and, on the fi3d of February, were referred to a joint 
committee of the Senate and Assembly "on the papers relative 
to the New Hampshire Grants," consisting of Messrs. Ilatlioi n, 
Tompkins, Dc Witt, L'Uouimedieu, and Adgate, from the latter 
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body. When, oa the SI6lih, the docomentB were presented to the 
Senate, tlicy were dispoeed of in e simihur maimer, MeesrB. 
Oothondt, Whiting, and Ward beiug the members of the joiut 
committee to whom they were referred. 

As in Con^n*e8S, so in the New York Legislature, no direct 
i\?snhs folk) wed tliis eftW made by the constituents uf Smith to 
obtikin justice for themselves and j>rotection from tlic people of 
Vermont. The iittention of both of these bodie^^ was to(> niuch 
enn^aired in investigatino; tlie rejKJrtd which were daily yjouring 
in upon them, of a ti*ea&onabIe coms}>o]idencc between Ver- 
mont and Canada, to allow of an exami nation of the incon- 
veniences of wliicl! thv (Tuilfordites and tlieir colleagues com- 
plained. But the declarations which were made were not 
entirely lost. Their iniiuence was discernible in the course 
which New York, at a later period, determined to adopt in 
establishing government in the late oonnty of Cumberland. 
Soon after his return home, Smith presented a petition to the 
General Assembly of V( nnoTit, praying to be released from the 
char^ of treason which bad been brought against him. The 
reqnest was referred to a committee, who reported fitvorably 
thereon, and by an act of the Assembly, passed on ibe 98d of 
Febniary,be was disebarged from the indictment ^^for conspir- 
ing and attempting an inyaston, insorrection and public rebel- 
lion ^ against the state, on condition that be shonld iq;^>ear at 
tbe conrt in Windham county and answer to otiier charges 
which might be bron|^t against him, and tske the oath of alle- 
giance to Termont The disappointment which he had expe- 
rienced at Congress, was undoubtedly the cause of his applica- 
tion to the General Assembly. It does not appear, however, 
that he accepted tlic proposals which were offered him, uud, 
judging from the conditions uu which they were based, it is 
probable they were rejected.* 

Ab f»oon as Vermont bv her own act had diHsolved all coTinor'- 
tion with the Eastern and Western Unions, many of the residents 
in pi.'veral of the townsof the former conntv of Cumberhunl, again 
declared themselves citizens of New York. At a town meetini? 
held at Brattleborough, on the 12th of March, the people assem- 
bled and declared by vote, that in their opinion a trea^ had been 

* George Clinton Papers, in offioe Sec State N. Y., vol xiv. doc 4129: vol 
XT., doca. 4384, 4362. Joomalfl of Am. Coog., Feb. 19tli, MArch 1st, 1782. 
Vt Council Beeor^ Jounial Qcn. Am, Yt, Feb. 178S. Jmmuit Amm, N. T. 
Ymom MBBl 
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*^ entered into witli liie enemy tiiat llie inhabitantB of the New 

HampBliir© Grants justly owed their aliegianco to New Yoric; 
that it was tlicir own duty "to withdraw all allegiance or obe- 
dience to the state or authority of Ycrmout and that iu cikjC a 
sufticient number of the iuhaljitanLti of the other towns iu the 
county should adopt similar sentiments, they would petition the 
Governor of New York to a] •point civil and military officers 
f 1 their guidance, and to establish a civil government under the 
authority of that state. On tlie 13th, a similar moetinir waf^ held 
at Guilfxird, and was followed by the same resnltfi. Tliu inhabit- 
ants of llalitax assembled on the 14th, for the purpose of con- 
sulting upon the question of tlieir connectioa with J^^w York, 
and arrived at conclusions of a like nature. 

On the 80th, a convention of the eommitteea o£ the tfaiee 
tow&B abore imiiied met at Brattieboroiagh, for the pmpote ef 
conoerting such measures as the peculiar situation of the oofiml^ 
demanded. Ehjah Fronty of Brattleborongh was ehoeen mode- 
rator of the meeting. Samuel Avery,, as agent, was directed ta 
repair to the LegisiatDie of New Tock, and lay before them ^a 
just and true state" of the '^oppreeaionB and grieraims'* to 
whioh their eomititaenej on the ^Grants" were suljeetod. 
Certain persons were also appointed to write to lliose towns 
which were not then represented, for the purpose of eliciting 
their sentiments respecting the conrse which had been adopted 
by the convention. In regard to Hinsriale^ Newfhne^ Pntnej, 
Westminster, Bockingham, and Weathersfield, the ecaiventioa 
declared their opinion that, if those towns had been allowed 
])roper time and suthcient notice, they would have agretnl to 
and sanctioned the oljjects and actiuuo of the meeting. In the 
instructions which w ore afterwards criven tp Avery, he was 
directed to deliver the papers which should be enti usted \' > Ivrji 
to the Legislature of New Yui k. and pray for their " advice and 
assistance ; " to endeavor to iniiuence them to establish actual 
civil povorriTTient on the ''Graut«,'' '^with sutlicient authority 
and force To carry it into execution ; " and, if he should receive 
encourag-t'iTiL iit, to proceed to Congress, and Jay tl^ wiu>le Sub- 
ject before the m embers of that body.* 

These measures contributed, in a certain degree, to inflaence 
the conduct of those to whom personal appeals were made, but 
they bron^^t no immediate redress of the erlk oompUaed oil 

* Ua Mbiittt of maeliiigt held at BratU^barotigli. OoUIMl, and BiliftaB. 
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The return of ^ Inhabitaati in tihe Western TJmon to their alle* 
gience, and the questioa of land tides on the New Hampshire 
GnalB, were now ooonpyin^ the attention of the New York 
Legialatore» and the pray en o{ the few were nnheard among the 
a{>pfoation8^ petitiouB, and remoostrancee of the many. 

Although tlie Yorkers in tlie townfihips of Brattleborough, 
Guilford, and Ilalilax received but little enc urugeiiicuL I'roiu 
the government whose authority they acknowledged, yet they 
did not cease, by addresses and agent^ to importune the Legis- 
lature of New York for assistance. However men may disagree 
aa to the merits of their cause, im oue can deny to them a per- 
severance of itself almost wt n-tliv of a successful issue. On the 
2()\li of April, a remonstmin o in behalf of these towns was pre- 
pared by Charles Phelpe of Marlbc>rougli. He and his sons 
were violent opponents of the Yermont jurisdiction, and subse- 
quently beeame active leaders in the New York party. A 
treaaopable correspondence between the principal men in Ver- 
mont and the British in Oanada was boldly asserted in this 
docoment, and the former were charged with an agreement to 
nuse a foroe to be employed under British pay for ^ the destruc- 
tion of the liege subjects the United States. Complaint 
mm made ai Sie same time, because of ihe taxes which the 
friends of New York were compelled to pi^ towards the support 
oC a i^emment whose authority they denied. The inoon- 
▼enienoes and suffering ensuing therefrom were also set forth in 
te^pUsMst terms, l^ese statements were acoompaiiied by a 
feqnert ihmt one regiment or more might be nuBcd and officered 
in the oountj of Cumberland, under the pay and authority of 
New York; rtiat probate judges, justices, coroners, and "all 
other civil officers" might be commissioned, for the "good regu- 
lation and " compleat pn)tcction of the people ; that Judge 
Richard Morris iitiglit be exliorted to visit the county, for the 
purpose of encouraging the loyal, (tnd dishearten ins: their 
0|>]'"iient8 ; and that the worst criminals might be carried to 
AibfiTiy or Poughkuepsie. In closing, the committee, in who^e 
name tiie remonstrance was drawn, expressed a desire that 
Governor Clinton «)iould send his answer " in writing, and no 
more by word nt mouth," in order tliat the people might see his 
declarations in his " own hand/' * 

Ai a oon?entioa o^' the eomiuittees these three most faith- 

• Osaii« (SbIqii Flp«% is di«» 8«<. Stete K. f«L sr.. dot, 4AS8. 
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tal towns, held on the 80th of April, the remonstrance was sc- 
cepted as the expression of the people^ and Daniel Shepardson 
wag appointed to cany it to Ponghkeepsie^ and endeavor to ob* 
tain a favorable response. He was also entnvted witii a fist of 
the names of Ihose best qualified to fin ciyil and military offices, 
and was directed to snbmit it to the New York Oonndl of Ap- 
pointment for thdr gnidanoein selectmg officials for the ooonQr. 
In the ezecntion of his eonmiission, Mr. Shepardson repaired to 
Ponghkecpsie, and receiTed from Govmor CHnton a reply to 
the remonstrance. In this commnnication, dated the 6th of May, 
the Goveriior assured the associated committeef, that, as soon as 
the Council of Appointment coiihi be convened, lie should use 
Ill's "best endeavors" to obtain comini^sions for "the requisite 
civil and military officers." He then referred to tlie act of 
Congress of the 24tli of Sei)teml>er, 1779, which expressly 
declared it to be the dutv of the inhabitants on the " (Tnints** 
itwh)'^ uHeiriiuice to Vermont, to abstain tVnTii exercising 
any power over tlin?e who were pnl)joct8 of Kew York and '^vVv^ 
versr}. In view of the conduct of New York and of the riL'^hts 
Lnuu'aTitoed l>v this enactment, he observed: "T]i?« state lias, 
during tiie whole of the time since the controverf^y was snbmit- 
ted to Congress, hitherto strictly observed tliis recommendation 
of Congress ; and should any person under pretence of author* 
ity from the assumed government attempt to enforce their 
laws, you will perceive that resistance by force is, in every point 
of view, justifiable, and the faith and honor of Oongras is pledg- 
ed for your support." In regard to the snspicions which were 
afloat as to the course which Yermont was pnrsuiug with the 
Britash in Canada, he declared that there was the fullest evi- 
dence of a criminal and dangerous intercoorse" between them, 
and presented this fact as an additional reason why the friends 
of America should " interest themselves in prevailiiig with tiieir 
fellow citizens to return to their allegianeey and by that means 
disappomt the views of a combination who from motives of self- 
interest and ambition would enter into a leagne inA. the enemy, 
and sacrifice the liberties of their conntry«" He stated, more- 
over, that in case persuasive measnres should prove ineffectual 
in the re-establishment of peace, and Congress should delay or 
wholly decline to decide the question of jurisdiction, no alterna- 
tive would be let\ to New York. Necessity, he declared, would 
then force the adoption of " compulsory means"' to luaiutiiiii the 
rights and enforce the authority so essential to the future peace 
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and Becurity of the state. With this letter were seat the two 
late acta of tlic Legislature, one of which liad been paaaed for 
Aepurpoee of extending pardon to those who had been the enp* 
porters of the Western Union, and to all others who should retom 
totheir allegianoe ; and the <Mther for eonfirming grantees in the 
titka bj which they held theur lands.* 

Hardly had the contents of this letter transpired, when an op- 
portonity was ofiered for those who should dioose so to do^ to 
atteat their adherence to the goTcmment of New York. By an 
act of tibe Legislatore of Ysnnont, passed a few months preTions 
alihe Fehnuoy sessioUi orders had been issued for raising three 
hundred able-bodied, effectiremeny fbr the ensuing campaign.'' 
In case any town should refuse to raise their quota of men, power 
waa given to the selectmen to hire the required number, and 
t:» issue their warrant to the sheriff of the county, directing him 
to levy on " so much of tlie goods and chattels, or estate'' of 
the inhiil dtiintb as shoukl be necessary both to pay the wages of 
those who should be hired, and to satisfy all the necessary 
charges which might arise. The friends and supporters of the 
government of New York, who, imtil the year 1780, had coni- 
pt^ied a large port ion of the population of the towns in the Bonth- 
eastem part of Vermont, had been graiiually decreasing in 
power and numbers. At this period, a majori^sr of the inhabit- 
ants of Guilford, a minority of the inhabitants of Bratllebo- 
rough and Halifax, the family f>f Charles Phelps in ^Larlbo- 
rough, and here and tliere an individual in "Westminster, liock- 
ingham, Springfield, and a few other towns, represented their 
foil strength* Although in town elections they were sometimes 
placed in nomination agamst citiaens of Yermont, yet the lat- 
ter were, with rare exceptions^ snccessfnl in obtaining office on 
those occasions. 

Gnilford had been for seyeral year^. and was at this time, the 
most popnlons town in the state. This was not owing to any 
snperior natural advantages, either as to situation or soil, but to 
the greater liberty which its citiaens enjoyed. On the 19tli of 
May, 1773» the inhabitants, at a district meeting, had refused 
longer to be bonnd by the terms of the charter they had 
received from New Hampshire; had declared by vote, that 
Qnilford was ui the county of Onmberhmd, and province of 

• Doc lli«t N. Y., iv. 1010-1012. SlaJe'a Vt. State Papers, pp. 178-176. 
pM nktiog to Tt C<mlroT«nj, in office Smi State N. p. 4ft. 
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New York ; and bad cliosen towu officers agreeable to the laws 
of that pi*ovince. " Having renounced their charter," observes 
Thumpson, ''and there being no government which really 
exercised authority over thoDi, tliey continued to legislate £br 
themselves and tradition bbj9 that good justice wtm done." 
One principle in their abandoned charter was, however, ad- 
hered to, and none but proprieton, or thoie who held under 
them, had a right to ra]% or vote m their meetingB." Tbm 
did ihia litde repablic continae from year to year to bo 
governed by the deciaiona of town meetiDgi, and Ae exceUent 
admimetradon of ita sffiurs and the indacementa which weie 
offered to settlerB, dothed ita fielda wiib waving harveelB, and 
adorned ita hill-aides with cheorM dwellingi. Not nntU the 
year 1777, when YermfHit waa declared an independent atstai 
did those rivalri^ commenGe which for years afterwards dia- 
turljcd the peace of Uiib happy community, and finally resulted 
in its dissolution.* 

In accordance with the terms of the act for enlisting soldiers 
in tlie service of Vermont, it liad been reported that drutuj 
w. iilil be made from Guilford. At this juncture the letter 
from Governor Clmton, declaring "resistance by force'* to be 
jnstitiuhle, was circulated among the people. A meeting was 
innnediately called in Guilford, which was largely attended by 
the Yorkers, the dominant party in that town, and the instruc-. 
tions from New York were adopted. A vote was passed by 
which the people declared their determination "to stand 
against the pretended state of Vermont, until the decision of 
Congress be known, toM Iweeaind fortunes^ As an evidence 
of their sincerity, Henry Evans, I)aniel Ashcraft, and Nathan 
Fitch were directed to forbid the constable to aet Althou^ 
tlie Kew York adherents were in the ascendant, yet the ettiaras 
of Vermont were by no meana backwards in asserting tlieir 
rights. One result of this loyalty was, that the affairs of the 
town were regoUted by two distinct sets of <^oen, the one ap- 
pointed in accordance with the customs of the former state, and 
the other in accordance with those of the latter. 

Instead of selecting the soldiers ^o were to senre hi the 
Vermont militia from the citizens of that state residing in 
Guilford, the officers chose them from the opposition. Those 
who wei*e drafted refused to serve, or to bear the expenses of a 

• Thompeon'* Vt, Part 111 p. 61. 
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substitute. An open nqiture could be no longer avoided. On 
the 10th of May, Sim^Mi £dw«rde, William Marsh, and £ph. 
nim Njdioll% the Mleetmen of Guilford hj the choice of the 
citizeiis of Yennont, directed the sheriff of Windheia coatAyy 
in the mune of the etatoi to take the fooda and chattels of 
Samnel Bothy, WiUiam White, Joaiah Bigelow, Joel Bigelow, 
and Daniel Lynde, to the value of 15y that being the amount 
which had bean expended by the state in hiring a man to do 
military duty in their behalf. The gheriff waa fnrtlier in* 
structed to sell wliatever he should seize, at public \ cirUiu, u,nd 
return the proceeds to the selcctmeu, witli all convciiieiit 
dispatch." Tlic wanaut :iuthorizing these proceedings was 
placed ia the hands of Barziiiai Rice, one of the sheriff's 
deputies, who determined to execute it immediately. On 
reaching the house of Ilczekiah Stowell, a most virileot Guil- 
fordite Yorker, ho found a large company aFFcjiil Kd, and 
among the lumiber some whom he wislied to see. Suj^posiug 
himself secure troni the danger of an attack, both by hia 
official character and by the presence of two of the selectmen 
who had drawn &e warrant, he made known his bvainess, and 
his determination to obtain either the fines or their eqnivaleut 
This declaration created much confasion^ and angry words 
wero heacd from every part of the room. Oppoeition to the 
unjust demands of Vermont was loudly proclaimed, and it waa 
plainly evident that words were to be but the prelude to action* 
'WilliiKm ShattndEy of HajSfax, a leader among the Yorkers, 
fiifled not oa thia ocoavon to strengthen the minds of his Mends. 
Singling in the Crowd, he connselled them to protect their 
rights ; to stand by their liberties ; and to repel the invasions 
of a osorped power. ^^I am a supporter of the oppositiou," 
he dedared, ^bo<h in public and in private. I deny the 
authority of Yermont. The cause that I maintain is just, and 
I have done and will do all in my power to uphold it." With 
Skattuck tiie majority coincided. A low were disposed to 
settle the fines, provided satiBfactory tenns could be agreed on. 
For the sake of a more private interview, the deputy, selectmen, 
and those interested in the proceedings, repaired to the house 
of Josiali and Joel Bigeluw. Henry Evans and William White, 
who acted for the five delinquents, havinfrronsii lured tlii- subject 
at length, were finally agreed as to tlie c(>iu*se tiiey should j)ursne, 
and requested the deputy to delay the execution of tlie warrant 
for twenty days, that they might have an opportunity to send 
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to New York for inetructions. This the deputy refufied to do, 
and forthwith proceeded to cany off a cow belonging to Joel 
Bigclow, having firgt ordered all who ware present to assist him 

in tlie execution of his office* 

£yan8, who had now become excited, interposed, ordered the 
depnlj to be gonCi threatened him with Yiolence in case he 
shonld persist, and ^damned the anthorilj'' nnder which he 
was presuming to act Bisregerding tStese expressions, the 
deputy persisted in the attempt, and took poesesBion of the cow. 
Detennined to release the animal and return her to her owner, 
a large crowd foDowed the deputy, awaiting a &TOiable oppor- 
tonitj to aoocMnplish their purpose. At lengdi the Yoice of 
Capt Joseph Peck of Gmlford was heard ordering his men, who 
were present in the dress of citizens, to ^ embody to rescue." 
The command was obeyed, the deputy was surrounded by a 
mob of forty or fifty men, and the cow wiis seized and driven 
away in triumph.* Such was the result of this determination to 
resist the execution of the laws of Vermont. While the support- 
ers of the claims of Xew York exulting in the success which 
had attended this cflfort, were making every exertion to add to 
their strength and increase their efficiency, the citizens of Ver- 
mont were rejoicing that this forcible resistance had ]>laccd 
them in possession of nn argument which would henceforth 
warrant tliem in punishiuj^ tlieir o])ponents as distarbers of the 
peace and oouteumers of lawful jurisdictioiLt 

• In the presentment of the grand jurora of Windham county, made in Sep- 
tember, 1782, the following persons were chained with being engaged in the 
temuMeCioa mntkmed in the task: J«Ui«in Bigelov, Dtaiel Lynde, Joel Bigelow, 
JTottah Bigdow, WiUiuii Wliit^ SMn««l Bkbj, OOm RtAMttn, D«u Cktmt, Bm- 
jHtnin Chaae, Nathaniel Carpenter, Edward Carpenter, Asaph Carpenter, Danid 
Sln'|>ard!«;in, Adon^ah Pntnam, Nathan Avery, Jo'<iah RiVe, I>nvid GooJenoiigh, 
.lulm Stafford Jr., James Packer, Stephen Choee. .Joahoa iNurse, Noah Shcpurddon, 
Joseph Peck. Joshua Ljnde, Shubael Bullock, Israel Bullock, i^amuel Mel^odj, 
Joseph Dexter, Moiea Yaw; Amoe Taw Jr., end HenUfth Breed, ell ef Qtiilford ; 
■ad Protity and Benjamin Baker of Brettlaberovgfa. BMides Ibeee^ ttieie 
were present^ Timothy Church of Brattleborov^h, William flhetimftk of TT^Hf^y 
Henry Evans of Guilford, and others" ■who<i^> names did not appear. 

f MS. Court Records. Thompeoa's VL G^axetteer, ed. 1824, p. 141. 
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THS (HTIL dVWtAXSnSD BY THE HILITABY ABM. 

OooiTaitum of town repree^ntatiyed farorable to New York— Petition and remon* 
■t w ao o Cred«ituU»— Charlaa Phelp* — Novel poniahment at Hertford — Letter 
of Bidiwd Homi— Coundl of AppoiiitaMiit--^Til lad sniliitiy offieei*— 
Advlee of Got. Clinton to CoL Timothy Church — Act of the General Assembly 
of Vcrwont ff»r the puniahment of con»piraoic« — Iswac Tichenor's visit to the 
Yorkers — Anticipations of trouble — Meeting ot Guilford — Ltttrr* from Gov. 
Clinton to CoL Church and to the supporters of the jurisdiction oi jNew York — 
DcteimiiMd oondtiot of tho Toiic«n--CoL Cbttroli Mablt the Imm of yoniiont— 
Tht ooBiBMnd of ih« VannoDt treopi giron to Sthaa AlloB'-FMpMrfttioiu for 
Attack an<l defence — Hic eipeditioi i i CoL Ira Allen's adTentoro— BrsTOiy of 
Mr& Timothy P^k Ij's — EfTecfcs the e«ef»pe of her husband — An nmnsing; poene — 
Mr. Phcljia is afterwards taken by Etiian Allen — ^Tlie onset of the Gnilfor-lite? — 
Ethan Alien's famous proclamation — His force receives additions — The Yorkers 
impriMoad at Wcatniiiuter— iM day of fbe trial— Proob of the aoditloaa 
baliMlov of Canneh, 8lnttiMk^ Xrana. aad T. Pliolps— Their sentence— Anotliar 
attempt to take Charles Phelps— His library — Second day of the trial — Boast- 
ing of Ethan Allen — Remainder of the court session at Wentniinstor — A s^pecial 
session at Marlborough — Trials and sentences— <Saiaoel Ely's otl'ence — Uis trial 
and pottishment — Sofferings of the Yorkers. 

The excitement caused by this disturbance having partially 
sabsided, representatives from the towns ot -Ciattlebort)iigh, Guil- 
ford, Halifax, and MarlV)orough assembled in convention, ontlie 
ITtli of May, and prepared a combined "remonstrance and 
petiti<>ii for tlie consideration of Governor Clinton. Tliis pro- 
duction did not embody a specific narrative of the late resistance, 
but, in tlie most general terms, disclosed tlie fact that " iuti'igues, 
conspiracies, and insurrections" were " daily perpetrated " by 
the Vermonters ; that warrants were frequently issued for the 
seizure of the porsons and property of the petitioners ; and that 
usurpations had been "valiantly opposed" by the friends of 
Kew York. The petitiouera declared it to be their intention to 
defend their rights by fofoe^ «ntal " pioper authority " should be 
iustttitted. At the same time thej acknowledged that their 
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defeat was certain, unless tliey sli'^nM receive extirnal aiil. 
For these reasons they prayed the Governor to use his iiiiiuenco 
in obtaining the appointment of a sufiicient number of prudent, 
just, and faithful Mem, both iMl and militaiy, of every kind 
necessary or proper for all the pnipoees of an oiganiaed govern- 
ment," who ehould be forthwith sworn into office, and permitted 
to enter npon their duties. Tliej alao aaked for permission to 
convey priaonm to any jail in the state of Kow York. That 
the Yermonters nu|^ hanre no oanse to charge them with 
indifference to the common canee, they desired the Qovemor to 
command Ida eobjeeta in Onmberiand and Qknseitv oonnties 
to raise a reaBonable qnota of men for the war, and coUeet 
means tor their payment sod support* The eataUidunenl oi 
conrtB of dvil and criminal Jnrisdiction was dedaied to be indis* 
pensable to their safety, and the only means by which their 
enemies coold be pnnldied kit the violatiop of the h|Ms of the 
subjects of Now Tork; 

Appended to this document were the credentials of Charles 
Plielp^i, who had been selected to carry it to Poughkecpsie. lu 
these credentials the eubjccU discussed in the petition were 
reheaitied in brief, and a few topics were considered which had 
been omitted in the latter. Mr. Phelps wiis directed "to urge" 
the Guvernor "with all possible assiduity and zeal" to send 
Judge Morris and his associates into tlie county of Cumberland, 
for die purpose of holding a court of Oyer ilikI Tcnuiner. Such 
a course, it was argued, would tend to the speedy establishment 
of legal rif^'lits; and would prove to the citizens of Yermont the 
dotermiiKitidn of the crovornment of New York To protect its 
subjects from the ill treatment to which they were continually 
exposed. In the same })aper Mr. Phelpe was recommonded as 
a proptf person for first justice of the Inferior court of Cumber- 
land oonnty, whmiever snch a tribunal ^onld be established. 

The documentary force of the agent was completed by a third 
paper, entitled, " Beasons to Indnoe Hia Excellency the Gk>ver- 
nor» Judge Moirisy the Attorney-General, and the Oonnoii of 
Appointment, to go into Onmberland and Qloneester Oonntiea 
to appoint OiTil rad Militafy offieem for the complete oiganizing 
diemy and inititntingeatil and militH7 Govenu^ 

* Although the gOTenunent of Vermont had divided the euteni portion of thai 
■Mt lBt» the «MBll« of WlwilMBi, Windnr. tad Otmg^ m bdtan tlaftai tiht 
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of Jnstiee, as fblly to all intoirta and pmpoaeB m in my oliher 
Cbimties in the State.'' Theae reaaooa were two in nnmber. In 
the fint plaoe it wae etntedi that aneh a Tiait ivonld *^ Mij eon* 
vinee the New Yoik atete aabjecta*' that the Legidatiue had 
determined to defend tbam from Hie anewiaehmentB of a riral 
power, and would ^'natoialfy embolden'' ihem to exert them* 
aelrea ^^ineveiy poMiUe>lewM,pnident manner," to support the 
gOTemmOTt whteh offered them protection. A second reeult, 
it was declared, would be to sink the hearts and deaden the 
resolution of all tho Vermont party ; intimidate their guilty and 
dejected minds ; enfeeble their rcb*.)! iitions against us, and whol- 
ly enervate all their ambitious, malignant, iivaricious, and de- 
spotic designs, so arrogantly formed against us and the right- 
eous administration of the state." Sucli were the consequences 
which were expected to foUow the exliiliition in \\'i-mu:it of 
some of the state officials of New York. Tlie |>etitio!i. ei ovlcn- 
tials, and reupons, were all composed by Charles Phelps, and in 
style and argument, evinced au originality worthy of notice. 
.Ajmed with these missives, the agent set out for Poughkeepsiey 
leecdved to save the half-mined atete" as he called New York, 
provided eloqneaae and kgie wite allowed to exert thoir pvoper 
influence.* 

While in Windham county the difficultiaa whkh prevailed, 
seemed to apiing principally from politieal etBoamf there would 
aometimet happen in otiier portiona of the eastern 8ecti<«L of the 
stale diftnrbaneea originaling in a dislike of the delaj which 
xtmStf aoeompanied die eseentiea of law. An ineldent which 
ooeonred at Hortfixrd^ erlginaled in ft acntiment of this nature. 
John j^Unp of that town, haTing been goilly oC aome con- 
temptible aet, waa threatened with penUunent This wae in- 
tlcted In sndi ft manner aa to caMe otmaidewble physical anflfor- 
ing, and waa hnimKatiny in the extreme. On night of the 
30th of May, a party of men composed of Jedediah Leavins, Phine- 
lias Killam, James Williams, Timothy Lull Jr., Aden Williams, 
Timothy Banister, Simeon Williumg, JoabCelden, and William 
Miller, all of Hertford, and Moses Morse and Amos Eobinson 
of Windsor, " with force and arms, unlawfully, riotously, and 
routonslv'' assembled and assaulted tlie unfortunate citizen. As 
was iiKtre clearly set forth in the presentment of the grand jury, 
they did beat, wound^ and ill-treat'' him by plaoing lum on 

* Qfloife Uintou }^%^n, ia Y. State lib., toL zt. doa 402?. 
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an old lioi-be without a saddle, tying hio leet under the belly of 
said lioi'^o. and banging to liis feet a very heavy wcierht, and in 
that situation cansino; Iiiin t * ride to a considerable distance, 
by which he sutiercd great pain and inconvenience." Scene<j 
of violence are necessary concoinitaats of a new settlenK'nt. 
Vermont, it is seen, did not present an exception to the general 
rule. In the present instance, however, the law asserted its 
|x>wer, and the disturbers of the public peace and the infringers 
of Mr. Billings's personal rights, were ptinished by peconiaiy 
mnlctB, and wm compelled to bear the costs of the proseou' 
tion.* 

On his way to Foaglikeepsie) Mr. Phelps visited Chief-justice 
Bicbard Morris at Giitrenidc, aad made known to him the ob* 
ject of his miflsion. He aiso detiulBd the eTents which had 
lately oconzred in the sonthem part of Vermont; laid before 
the Judge the diflTerent papers with which he had been entrost- 
ed; informed hun that the Goyemor, the Attoniey-Qeneral, 
and the Oonneil of Appointment were to start immediatel j for 
the disaffected district for the purpose <^ organizing a goYem- 
ment and establishing courts of justice on a solid basis ; and as- 
sured him that it was absolutely necessary that he should acconi- 
})any tliem. Altliongh several of these statements were giatiii- 
tons on the part of Pheljis, yet they were pressed with so mucli 
urgency that they received immediate attention. " I cannot 
find out," wrote Morris to Clinton, on the 2d of Jnne, with re- 
ference to Phelps, " tlint he wants me for any other pnr|> i>e 
than to talk to the people, and I am sure that he so far excels 
me in that business, that I shall rather ex}^ myself than be 
of any advantage. "But jokes apart, if you are going into that 
country, and you think my presence will be useful, though I can 
illy spare the time or money that must be spent, I will, with 
pleasure, accompany yon.'' He also expressed his concuirence 
in the contemplated movement to appoint officers in the comi- 
ties of Cumberland and Gloucester.! 

On reaching Foughkeepeie, Mr. Phelps committed the papm 
with wliich he had been entrusted to Governor Clinton. The 
Oonncil of Appointment who were then in seesion, evinced a 
disposition suited to the emeigen^. They decided in the mit- 
set) that the loyal inhabitanta of the noithem dutrict oi tho 
state were entitled to protection, and to the actual presence in 

• MS. Court Papem 

t Qwtfsp CUnton Fhpw* in N. T. Slate ISkkt voL 3cv. doe. 4Mfi. 
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their counties of proper ci^ and miHterj officers selected firom 
their own number. On the 5th of June, Gbarles Phelps, James 
Claj, Eleazer Fattenon, Hilkiah Gronl^ Simon Stevens, Elijah 
Pronty, Midiad Gikon, Samnel Bixby, Daniel Shepardson, 
Hezddah Stowell, Bethnel Chnrch, John Pannel, Nathan Fish, 
Joseph Winchester, and Daniel Katlian, were appointed jnfetices 
of the peace for Cumberland county. In their commission, 
power was given them to order the arrest of those pei'sons who 
shonld threaten any of " the good peo])le" of tlie state, " in tlieir 
persons, or in burning their houses," and to keep them " in 
prison sale," until they should find secui-ity for their good 
behavior. To the iirst seven pergon?; named in the justices' 
commission, were also given tlie name and power of justic(^s of 
tlie quorum ; and to any three of this mimber was ot it rusted 
tlie " right to enquire by the oaths of good and lawful men," 
residents of the county, concerning such offences as were within 
the cognizance of a justice of the peace, and to determine u])on 
them. They were idso empowered to examine into the conduct 
of those who should "presome to go^ or ride in company with 
anned force," for the purpose of opposing the people of the 
state of Kew York, or who should lie in wait with intent to 
maim or kill any of them ; and they were farther directed to 
take notice of all attempts to set aside the laws and ordinances 
of the state. The jnstlces of the qnorum were also ^pointed 
justices of the conrt of Oyer and Terminer, and general jail 
deliTery. To Charles Phelps, James .Clay, and Hilkiah Groot» 
waa given power, as commisBioners, to administer liie oath of 
office to all civil and miHtsr^^ appointees. 

Of the regiment wldeh had been established Ibr several years 
in the southern part of the county of Cumberland, Timothy 
Church was appointed Lieutenant-Colonel Commandant ; Wil- 
liam Shattuck Fii^t Majur, iicm v Evans Second ilaj*_ir, and 
Joel Bigelow Adjutant. Tlio commissions of all tlie officers 
were prepared without delay, and delivered to Mr. Phelps, who 
immediatelT set out on his return. lie was also the bearer of 
two letters from CTOvemor ( linton, one for the convention of 
the commiit('(.'>, and the otiier for Colonel Church. In the 
former, his Excellency stated that it had not l»<'en deemed 
advisable to appoint judges for the courts of Common Pleas, as 
the opening of tliose courts was not then " essential to the pre- 
servation of peace and good order," and might l)e attended with 
inoonvenience ; that it waa not the intention of the state to 
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delay the " complete CR^anization" of goremment in Oumber- 
land county) bat to await the proper time for flneh action ; and 
that the pnooeedings of the Ooimoil of Appointment had been 
in aeooardance witli the oooiee which wag deemed best calcu- 
lated to adTanee the interetts of the county. In the other let- 
ter, the Gorernor notified to Colonel CSuureh bla appointment; 
requested him to oonsnlt witih others, and dedde upon proper 
persona fiM* eaptaana and t nbaltem offioena, in order that tike 
foimation of hie regiment migiit be eompleled ; eadiorted him 
to pioteot the oonntiy fhnn l£e depredai^ona <tf the enemy, by 
eeiuiing out detachments of men whenever thdr presence would 
be of serrioe i and desired him, in the emeutiQnof his cAse, to 
pay strict attention to the recommendatrons of OoUgMi^ by 
extending his aathority orer such only as professed allegiance 
to New York, " unless the conduct of the usurped government 
in contravening" those recommendations, should render a con- 
trary condiiot iudispenbuljly necessary for the immediate protec- 
tion and safety" of those wliom he was bound to defend.* 

At the session in June, the General Assembly of Yennont, 
knowino^ well what preparations the ^ orkers were making to 
resist the execntion of the laws of Vermont, determined to 
check their proceedings by persuasive measures, if possible, 
and if these should not succeed by compulsory laws. As an 
inceptive step, a resolution was adopted on tlie 19th of June, in 
which Isaac Tichenor was requested to repair to the towns of 
Brattleborough, Halifax, and Guilford, for the purpose of ex- 
plaining the proceedings of Oongress ^ to the diaaffected, in a 
true light;" and using his ^'utmoit exertions to unite the 
people in ^ose towna" to the government of Yennont On the 
same day an act wae passed ^for the punishment of cooBpira- 
eiee against the peaee^ liberty, and independence" of the state. 
Upon this act mre based the indietnaalB whieh were fboiid 
against those who a Hbw months Uter were dedarsd guilly of 
treason. Its (Wuners seem to have prssupposed in its pirepsm- 
tion, the very condition in whi^ the skate was so seen to be 
placed by the couflicts between liic government and the oppo 
iition. The poidtions which were assumed in it, were aaffldentl J 
broad to answer theendsof those who had resoWed to T"f^"*ittn 
the integrity of Yermont Its terms were as ftOows 

Whereas, nnaaimity--the great stvenglh and aeeaiity of a 

* Q«8if» OHBtOD Vvpm I& v. 7. Stito lib., ftHKf*^ 4St4k IGL On 
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free Miid independent people — ia necessary for the eidstenco of 
a soverei^ state ; and whereas, insurrections maj rise among 
the inhabitaota of this atate, fomented and stirred up by some 
designing persons, with a manifest intent to anbvcrt and destroy 
the liberties and indepe&deaoe of tbe ami^which evil to pre* 
Tent — 

" Be it enactody and it is hereby enacted, hj the lepreseata- 
tlves of the fireeiEKieii of the state of VermoDt in Genenl A«em- 
blj met, and the aathoiily of the same, that when, and bo 
oftvt as, six or more peieons shall assemble with weap(»s of 
tenor, with • manifest intent to impede^ hinder or disturb any 
officer of thii state, in the eoneatioii of his office; or shall rescue 
my prisoner^ in the cnstodj of lihe law ; or any goods, or chattels, 
legally dfetmafiad; and there sfaafl be among said peisoDs six, or 
more, whp do not yield allegiance to the authority of this state, 
or have, and do deny the jurisdiction of the eame ; all and 
every person so oftending shall suffer banishment or impnson- 
ment, at the diacretion of the Superior court, before whom 
eaid oMentlers sliall be tried : and their g^ods, chattels, and 
estates, shall be seized, condemned, and sold, by order of tbe 
Superior court, as forfeited to the use of tin's state. 

" And be it further enacted hy the authority aforesaid 
that if any person or persons shali conspire or attempt an}' 
invasion, ingurrectinn, or public rebellion nsrainst this state; or 
shall treacherously and perfidiously attemjit the alteration or 
subversion of our frame of government, fundamentally esta- 
blished by the oonstitution of this state, by endeavoring the 
betraying of tlie same inte the hands of any of the neighboring 
states, or any other power, waA be thereof convicted before the 
Saperior eomrt, [saoh p«noii«r persons] shall sufiSsr banishment 
or imj^xleonment, at tiie discretion of die said court ; and the 
goods, chattels and estates of such offisnders, shall be aeiaed, con* 
demned^ and add, as forfeited to the use of this state. 

^AjoA be it further enacted by the authority aforesttd, that 
If any pesson or pemons, so banished, ehall neglect to depart 
when ordered ; or, when departed, shall return to this state, 
widumt first obtaining liberty from the General Assembly, and 
shall be thereof convicted, he or they shall suffer death."* 

In conformity with his appointment, Mr. Tichenor visited the 
moet fractioufi of the southern towns in Yermont, and endeavored 

• JonnuOs Otft Abb. Y t. Skde'a Yt State Papers, 4^4. 
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to exjHUiiid to the people the proceedings of Congress relative to 
the attairs oi' the contending states. He intbrraed them that 
Vermont was a state in every sense of tlie tenii ; that tlieir 
safety consisted in ackiiowludging its jurisdiction ; that the Lnw 
would inflict punishment in case they should not submit ; and 
that the promises of protection and defence from New York 
were unreliable and fallacious. Although many believed that 
New York would not willingly desert her subjects in tlie hour of 
trial, yet the idea was also prevalent that ^ would be finally 
compelled to pursue this ooiUBe.* WliateTer may liave been 
the effect of Mr. Tichenor^s reasoning on thoae who had become 
wearied with resisting the authority of Vermont, there were some 
in whose minds it aroused a spirit more decided in it^ opposition 
to the new state. I have soonded the minds of Yermontcrs," 
wrote Oharies Phelps to Qoveraor Clinton, on the 10th of July, 
^ and find that they dare not at present, in the four towns where 
the committees dwell, meddle with ns Torken, if people don't 
come from Bennington county with weapons of tenor to scare 
or frighten or fight us." He stated his belief that people of pro^ 
perty " would not dare to attack Ihe Yorkers ; and that those who 
should be so rash as to make any warlike demonstrations would 
be slaughtered as readily as the common enemy. To render 
the condition of the opposition more secure, he suggested that 
General Washington should order four field-pieces to be sent from 
Springfield to Brattleborough. A demonstration of this nature, 
he contended, would have more effect in preventing trouble, 
than a militia force of three hundred Yorkers raised without 
the sanction and orders of Washington. Further to encourage 
the Governor to sustaiu the friends of Xcw York, Daniel 
Shepardaon informed him, on tlie l>>th i 1 July, that some of the 
more northern towns in Vermont would unite in favor of the 

* In TCferenee to Ifo. Tldieiiot^s embnsaj, Got. dinton irrote to tho Hon. 
James DmuM»fromPoiiglikoei»i^ on the 5th of Aagu$t , 1 7 82, in these words : " Mjr. 

Tiohennr vrns sent among them [the friends of New York] by the leaJore of the 
revolt, to endeavor to prevail tipon them to snbniit to their government, and for 
this porpose made a very unfmr use of the last report of the committee of Congreet, 
by endeoToiiDg to decttTe them Into an opintoD tbftt it fho geaenl Miiae d 
GongreMk tnd th«t ft determinatioii woald aeeorfio^y toon bo nuido in fim>r of 
their independency. Tho* I hnvo Mteon to believe that Mr. Tichenor did not 
succeed in his intention!", yet by the#e «et^ and by inducing the people who livo 
more exposed to believe that, trliilc tluy continue connected w ith tlu-ni. they 
have nothing to apprehend from the couunou enemy, they have in some degree 
deliMted tho «ffeotwhieh tho paoifio mcoraree of our LegUatmo wonid hoTo 
had on thorn.** Qeorge GUaton Pvptn^ in N. T. StaU Utk, vci xvi doo. 4697. 
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New York jnrisdietloii, proTided aBsaxvaem could be giTon of 
assistsnce fit>m head-quarters.* 

From the activity displayed by the Vermont Legielatnre in 
passing and prOfnnl<;ating laws aimed directly at the extinction 
of the faction w hich refused to pay Vermont taxes or recognize 
Vermont lefj;islation, and which was detcnniiieci to resist by 
force the execution of measm^esnot originating with the govem- 
menf of Kew York — it was evident th.'it a l>](»\v was soon to be 
stnick which wonld cripple tlie Btn iiL^lh (tf tlie faction, or crneh 
it for ever. Tlie committees of thu lew towns which still con- 
tinued loval to New York were aware of thiR state of things 
when they apscml)lt<l at Guilford on the loth of Jnly, to con- 
snlt npon tlie coni-se wliich they shonld adopt in case an appeal 
was had to arms. lu their petition to Governor Clintonr^the 
inevitable result of a meeting — ^they rehearsed the occimencet 
of the few weeks previous, and hinted their disquiet in words 
which almost announced it. That their own courage might 
be strengthened, the enemy terrified^ and their "wavering 
brethren'' enconraged, they hesonght the Governor to order the 
militia in the western part of New Toik to march against the 
VermonteiB in case thej should eross die mountains and com- 
mence hostilities upon the Yorkers in Oumberland county. 
Thej also asked for definite commands to fight and stand" in 
their own defence. In order to nullifjr the arguments and elo- 
quence which had been employed by Vermont in miscon- 
stming the meaning of the resolves of Congress, they desired 
his Ezcdleney to send an intelligent man to connteraet the 
efforts of " Eequire Tidienor,'' and to certify to the people to 
what extent they might depend upon New York in the sup- 
port of her own jurisdiction. This petition and the other 
papers accompanying it, were forwarded l)y Mr. Cutbeth, who 
took the place of the regularly appointed luessenger. In 
explanation ' f this Bubtitimtion, the committees observed that 
thev exjiei ted to have business for Major Shattuck, the Lieui- 
tenaiir-Colonel Commandant, "about home."t 

The messenger reaclio<1 Kingston on the 24th of July. The 
Council of AppointnuTit were again BUimnoned, and the 
official list of tlic southeni regiment Avas completed. Elisha 
Pierce was chosen Quarter-master, and six companies were 

* George Clinton Papers in N. T. State Lib., rol xtL docs. 4647, 46Sfc 
f George CUntott Pepef* inK. Y. Stete lib., roL xrL doe. 4SM. 
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formed^twD in BrattislxnKmgli^ three in GoiMiordi ind one in 
Halifax— each with a captain and tha proper oompWment of 
inbaltegRM. The oomminiona immediatelj praparad and 
intrneted to Mr. Ontbadi, -who waa alao the bearer of a latter 
from the Govmor to Oolond Qhnreh* In thia conuuuncatkai, 
dated the Mih cf Jnly, all who rided with the CoIomI wece 
eanieBtlj eidiorted ti> ^'preaerre tinanimlly and firmneM** 
among tibemaalTaiy and tcjeefi the artifioea whiak might hm 
employed hj their adyenariaa to ^ deceiye and amme" tiiem. 
To the eommitleea of the towna who had petitioned ibr aid ia 
their esiianity, Cbreraor OUnton, in. a latter of the mbm 
data, defined Joh poeition in terma fdH ind explicit Am an 
explanation of the course which he had been obliged to pursue 
towariis those who amid change and miflfortane, had etiU 
reniained lo^al to the govcniment of New York, it must be 
admitted that his hmguagc, though strictly truO) wm neither 
encouraging nor satisfactory. 

"From the whole of my cOTiduct respecting the controversy 
between the governmeut of this state and its BubjecU on the 
* Grants,' " wrote he, " you miust be perbuaded of my sincere 
wishes and dispopiti on to afford you eyery possible aid and 
support, though at the same time you can easily conceive tb&t 
in our present condition, when every effort and attention* is 
requisite to defend the remaining part of the state from beiui; 
wholly ruined by the common enemy, it is not in my power 
pofiitiTely to atipulate that any body of troopa or militia shall 
march for your def^use^ dionld the ilMrped government oi 
Tevmont attempt to compel you hj ferce of arma to labmit to 
their jmriadktioii. In being thus eiplieit with yon^ I wonkl 
Wilh not to be imdemtood aa diBeomaging joa in your oppoaU 
tion to 1ll6 itamrpattan, ifar ytm mtj be aaroad that however 
the d iMHawa we hare CKperienoad^ andaie atill iiiljeet toftom 
the war, may at pioaent prevent na fimm employing the Ibieas 
<^f the alate in iri&ciicalion*Qf onr rights, yet I ha^ no raaflou to 
beheye that the LegUataio wiU ever rdinqiiiifa their jmt datm 
to the territoiy in qneBti<m^ vileA impelled theialo by the 
most inevitable neoeBsity ; neitfaer do I think it probable^ ton 
the Uteet aeooimtB I have reaaived^ that Ooi^rees will ever 
decide fti ftrror of l3ie pretensionaof Vermont to independency, 
<md candor induces me to declare also, that there t> Uttis 
prospect of their deciding in favor of us. Hie truth is, that 
the evidence in support of our claim to the jurisdiction of the 



Digitized by Google 



cvmtiy. Is eo IbU wd oondndT* tkal thcve It no pMibOU^ of 
irithluMi^g ft ooDvlothm from it ; and Although thm loay be 
indiHdaab in Oongreoi who^ torn motiTes of intemt azvd pollc r, 
'voald mh to oontznot onr limitBi yet it is hl^^ impiobfthle 
Aii thej iriJl e^er be abU to Inflnme Oop^rees to make a 
^ieeisSop fimmbie to their views, and ee|»eoiaUy as it is not 
anbmitted to Congrees to deteimine arbitrarilj, whether the 
* Grants' Bhall l>o a 6e])arate, independent state, but only to 
make a judicial a<ljudication, on evidence, relative to tlie 
boundary of thib jitate ; nor have they by the confed^rialioii, 
power to create a new btate. 

"These matters you may rely on, notwitli^taiuliiig the asser- 
tions of Mr. TicliLia*!' and the other leaders of the revolt, and 
who, to countenance tiieir asperti* ins, may produce reports of 
cnmmittees which were intriKlucecl into Congress, not in expec- 
tation that they ever would be adopted, but solely with a view 
to keep the spirit of defection alive, and to coimteract the endea- 
Tors of this state for the re^tabliahmeiit of its jaiisdictioi) by 
. pacific^ eonciiiatory measures. 

^Congresfi, as I observed in a former letter to yon, have 
lespressly pn^bited these people the esercise of any 
jmthority over you, and have onjoined a similar prohibition on 
tis with respect of persons who diflpute onr jwla^tion. 'Dm 
jNK^iflikion is not repealed by any anbseiinent net of Coogrees, 
j»d ongii^ Umifx^ to be observed by both pav1ieB,and yon 
jm aeniiUe we have in every mstaaoe striintfy obeerved £he 
jee^tmmendatbn on onr part, sad shoold tibe usurped govem- 
meat ef YeEmont attempt to enfcoee thdv jnris^t]0n over 
fon, by hami^ veeooiae to eompnkory, violent measnres, yonr 
-own pnidwftoe and vittos viU dictate the mode and messare of 
oppoflilioB. The faith and honor of Congress while you coudnct 
yourselves agreeable to thdr recommendation is concerned ^ 
your protection, and 1 now renew to you my assurances of every 
aid which may be in my power to ailbrd you. Your interest 
liiid happiness are deeply concerned iu tlxe event of tliis contro- 
versy, and the success of it depends much on your iseal aod pru- 
edence. on which I place <?reat reliance."* , 

On tJie rehim of the messenger, the viewt? Governor {/lin- 
ton were disclosed to all the principal leaders (vf tlie opposition. 
liMorU wens now made to oonoeBliate the sti^ngth of l^ose who 
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were uulriendly to the jurisdiction of Vermont. Tlie "mode 
and measure of the resistance which was to be employed^ had 
been left to the prudence and virtae " of those who still con- 
tmned iojal to New York ; but so tmpleasaiithad their »ituation 
become, that the few plana which they arranged partook more of 
tlie spirit of revenge, than of a deaiie to defend themselves from 
the farther iniposition of the taxes and decrees emanating firom 
Tennont. Thej openly declared that thej expected assistanoe 
from New York, and that there would be ^terrible times^'' 
should a force from the oliher side of the moimtains be sent to 
oppose them. On one occasion, when they were assembled to 
eonsolt upon the adoption of measores for ddieaice, a propositioii 
was made that a vote should be taken for the pttipoee of ascer- 
taining the nnmber of those who were willing to ^^dSsannnl all 
tiie anlliority of Vermont" Ibis method of expressing a deter- 
mination BO important not bong deemed sufficiently demonstra- 
tive by those who were most Tiolent in their antipathy to the 
new state, a pledge was substituted in })lace of the vote, and 
tile niujority of those present bound Lhcuiselves to ^'oppose the 
state of Vermont even to blood." Some, who desired to render 
the pledge more binding, at the close of the meeting formed a 
ring on tlie green which fronted the building in which tiiey had 
been assembled^ and renewed and conlinned tlie j)ledge in a 
solemn and irnpobing manner. Aware tliat preparations were 
on foot to withstand any attenijits that might be made to enforce 
the laws of Vermont, Ira Allen was sent to Brattleborongh and 
Guilford on the 14th of August, witli directions to observe the 
motion'j r>f the people '' who were favorable to Now York, in 
order tliat Governor Chittenden might determine upon the 
proper time to cany into effect the act of the Legislature con- 
cerning conspiracies which had been passed with special refer- 
ence to the present condition of the soutliem section of Wind* 
ham coonty. Scarcely had he accomplished the object of his 
jonmey, when an event occurred which proved that the new 
government could not be too active in its intended operstioiiB. 

In a Justice^s court in Windham ooonty, Ofgamsed by aa- 
thority derived tnm the laws of Vermont, and held by John 
Bridgman, judgment had been rendered, on the 29th of July, 
against Timothy Ohnrch of Bratdeboron^, at the suit of 6er> 
shom Orvis. A writ of execution was accordingly issued on the 
8th of August, and Jonathan Hunt, the high sheriiBf of the conn* 
ty by appointment of Vermont, was dnreeted to levy on tho 



Digitizec by VoOOgle 



ITBfi.] THB mimsT mmoHi mo Bn^uiBmov. .489 

goods of said Gbnrcb, and in case of a deficiency to commit him 
to prison. Chuxchy being a Yorker, did not recognize the 
authority of Vermont and determined to resist it On the 22d 
of Angnst, tihe sheriff waited on Chnrch and made his demand. 
Ghnrdi reftised to sathfy it, and deckred that nothing should 
, be taken off his &nn mikss the sheriff should prove the '^stouter'' 
man of the two. The sheriff then approadied Ghnrch and 
claimed him as his prisoner. By this time^ there had aasemhled 
at Ohmrch's dwelling a number of his friends, who had resolved 
that he should not be taken unless by a volnntary Bubmission. 
When the sheriff endeavored with tliu lielp of some of his assi:?!- 
ants to drag Church from the hoiLse, the latter resisted and 
plainly told the sheritf that he would not f^o. In the further 
exercise of Ids authority, the sheritf conimanded Joseph Cham- 
berlain, Joseph Wliip])le, and Jonathan Church, tu aid hini. 
"lie is not a|»oing to take Church, my ^^ old for it," eaid Cbanv 
berlain to his companions, and, before tiie sheriif could secure 
his lu iaoncr, the three Yorkers whom he had ordered to assist 
liim, had blocked up the door-way nud released Church from 
the graep of the law. C<»ntent to await the time when the civil 
should be supported by tlie military arm, the sheritf and his 
assistants departed, not at all displeased that the resistance 
witli whieh4hey had met, was to famish them with a most po- 
tent argument in pursuing the course upon which the state 
had already determined. * 

On the Slst of June, the time of the passage of the act for the 
" punishment of conspiracies,** another act had been adopted, hj 
which anthoriQr was given to the Governor as Captain-General, 
to direct anj officer in the state to raise men, and employ them 
m assisting the sheriffs, in their respective counties, in ihe per- 
formance of their duties. By the same act, the Oommissaiy- 
General was authorized to fhrnish the men so raised with the ne- 
cessary stores. Having been foiled in his attempts to enforce the 
laws of the state, the sheriff of Windham county made applica- 
tion fur a military force tu support him. At a meeting of the 
Council, held on the 29th of August, his applicatiou was i)re- 
sented, and a resolution was passed recommending to Governor 
Chittenden " to raise one hundred and fifty men as volunteers" 
witliiti Cul. El)euezer Walbriilgc's regiment on the west side of 
the mountains for the purpose of aiding the civil authority of 
the Btate in "Windham coimty. Tlie Governor was also request- 
ed to place the volunteer troops, and ail others which should be 
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raised for this service, in the command oi iirig.-Gen. Ethan Al- 
len. On the 2d of September, the Govorii^r, wilh'yiprto employ 
efficient means to quell the insuboniiiiuLioii ot tlie ^ riker?, em. 
powered Etlian Allen to raise two hundred and titty men ; one hun- 
dred and fifty in Walbridge's regiment, and one hundr^ in the 
regiment comnuuided by GoL Ica Allen, and to march them into 
AVindham county, Q& a po89^ comUaim for the MUtttfioo oi the 
civil authority* ConsuItationB were now held ; ftw>'p*«»'*»^ and 
)>TOTiflioi]8 were cdlected; the order of mar oh settled ; and 
measengers riding poet, between Bennington and Bnttlnlio- 
rough) kept the friends of Yermont on both sidea of the ttom* 
tains informed as to the measnres whieh were llien in pvogmk 
Precantions wer^ also taken that the plans of the Yeraumfesis 
should be kept secret Guards were placed on the aeveivlmdB 
croasing the mountainB, who detained all persons going eaii- 
ward with the exception of the measeugers. So eSsctiT* was 
this vigilance, that the Yorkers were only i^pprised by hk^ 
and uncertain nunof% of the events which were so soon ts 
happen. 

A week had pa.-sed since Ethan Allen had been j)laced in 
command of the troops, and tlic preparations which he and hi$ 
associates had been making were nuw completed. On the even- 
ing of Sim (lay the 8th of Se[)teniber, the various corapanicd from 
the t(»wntt in Bennington and Kuthmd countie.-^, began to collect 
at Bennington, whieli place lAd been selected as a rendezrons 
for the troo|><3 P(»rt!onb oi the regiments of Colonels Walbridge 
and Allen liad volunteered tlieir services on behalf of the state, 
and although the force was not as large as that which Governor 
Chittenden had wislied to raise, its a])pearanee was in no mea- 
sure contemptible. Long before sunrise on Monday the l>th, the 
whole part/ numbering about two hundred men, mounted, and 
under the oommaud of Ethan Allen, were under ftiU march 
towards the f^cat of conflict. On reaching Marlborongfay Ir$ 
Alien, with a force of twenty men, was dispatched to arrest 
Timothy Phelps who resided in that town, w hile the rest of the 
company pushed forward to engage in exploits of equal dariii|^ 

Being a warm friend and heartj snppwter of the Jarisdiete 
of New York, Tbnothy Phelps had for a loqg time been x^^vd* 
ed with especial hatred by the Yennoifteia. His lobe aooep^ 
anoe of the office of high dier^ffof Cumberland eoonty had not 
tended to lessen this impression, and the violence of Ida tempor 
had rendered him, in the opinion of his opponentSy as much an 
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object of tar «b of diilike. ALready had one <^cer aeting 
under YtttmoBt expenenoed the upplomnt effedB of his rage, 
and felt the ibrce of his nerred «|4 steady arm. The obrcum- 
stmoe iw en this wim. One vbniing aa Ifr. Fhelps, pitoli> 
folic in lund, toding Ida oisen, a eonatable with a few 
attcndanta appeaved, made proelaraatkm that he ahonld diatraia 
the oxea lor taiea, and proceeded to drive tliera oft Detw- 
ainad sot te ndNBH withoal a etrnggle, to a power whidi he 
eeorned to recognize, Fhelps placed himself before the oxen, 
armod with his pitchfork, and ordered the coustable to desist 
at hie peril. To tliis C( •nminnd the constable paid nu attention, 
bnt persisted in liis attijinpt tu tu.ke the cattle. Enraged at this 
conduct, Phelpb raised hh fork, and, swinging it with good 
effect, laid the officer senseless on the ground. Seeing their 
li ;idL r fall, the a^^sistants lied, while Phelps after securing his 
] !-( |/ei-ty went about his businefifi, leaving the disooiufited tsaU' 
^able to depart at his leisure. 

Such was the imn whom Ira Allen was now seeking to 
enoonnter. Desirous of availing himseh^ of every means which 
would increase his diance of success, he determined to secure 
the co<^peratioDi of some of the residents of the town, and for 
this purpoae waited on Oh William WiUiaBoa, and explained 
to him ^ eauae of hia visit Thia gentJaroan, remarkable for 
manly beauty, elegance^of form, and agreeableness of manners, 
w«B alee dWngaiahed for hia bravery and enterpriae, and had 
been more aetiT« and nsefnl in the eetllement of the town than 
anycf hkeoateniporariea. At the batde of Bennington, he had 
dialiagQubed hfinelf at the head of hia regimant, and waa now 
an open and arowed anpporter of goTenmumtof Yermont 
H3a pleaaaat Maidenee, built npon an eminenee west of JSSJl 
brook, waa in Adl view of the dwelling of He Phe^ betwean 
whose family and Ida own, notwithstanding lihe diffdrenee in 
their political opinions, an intimacy existed which had not yet 
been embittered by jeaioubj or distrust He was' now called 
on as a citizen of the state to assist in the e^C'Cuti<ju of its laws, 
aiid he could not consistently with loyalty or honor refuse to 
obey the summons. 

In accordance with her usual custom on this day, sacred to 
the rites of the wash-tub and the pounding barrel^ Mrs. Phelps 
with three atteiidaiits, naiiudy, a maid-servant, a little flaxen- 
haired alms-house I joy about ten years of acre, named Caleb 
Poad — ^who then, as in after lilis, manifested that prudenfie. 
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keenness, artifice, and tact, which were the bans of his snccess 
in whatever work he engaged — and her son John, had repaired 
to a little arbor near the foiling of Mill brook, for the porpoae 
of doing up the weeklj washing." She had hardt^ got^iwell 
into the snds when her attention was attracted hj the tramp of 
feet, and looking np t^m her work she saw, splashing mt» the 
ford-way, more than forty armed men, (for the party had bean 
doubled since it entered Marlborongh) aU mounted, witkawMrda 
glittering In the Bunlight, piloted and conducted^^ aha* no- 
ticed with Borrow and surprise — by her old friend and tt fl i|j bk a r 
Colonel Williama. Aaeoon as they bad reached the apot vImm * 
ehe was stationed, witii the spirit of a noble womaii whoae 
priTacy had been inyaded, and with an atr aa undaunted aa4liat 
of a hero, she stepped forward and said: <^ Colonel WOHate, 
you grieve and amaze me. I had not expected snch meanness 
and treachery from a friend like yon." AVith these words, and 
without waiting to hear tlic apolotry whicli "Williams was sti i \ - 
ing to stammer out, she took her son by the hand, and having 
ordered her maid tjo run on, proceeded with quickened step 
towards lier residence a quurrer of a mile distant. Meantime 
the attentive little flaxen-hnired youth, havin<!:, as if hy in^j^i?>ct, 
snutlod the object of this warlike movement, bcto^^k Itiiuoelf 
off M irh greyhound speed, in the same direction, hnt by another 
route. Favored by the cover of a p7v>vo of' p pUiis, hf» F^ir- 
cepded in reaching the house without a: ti acting attention, and 
warned his master of the danger which t Mi eatened. No second 
intimation was needed, and in a few minutes Phelps liad gai' ' 
a place of concealment, aa satislieMtory to himaeLf aa it waa diffi- 
cult of detection by his pursuers. 

Oreatfallen and ashamed, Williams had disappeared by some 
obscure pathway, leaving Allen and his company to act aa their 
own guides. Arriving at their destination, the gallant horse* 
men wheeled in great military diaplay, and having ridden 
around the houae two or three thnea, diamonated, foraed the 
door, and went in. lilia. Phelps, who with her aon bad ej>- 
proached bj a ahorter ronte^ entered her dwelting a few 
momenta later, to find it filled by the soldiem whom she had 
encountered at the brooL ^< Cowardly miacreantal** ahe ex- 
dwmed, aa she glared upon them with a look of aoomM eon- 
tempt A volley of angry eloquence Mowed this^fieroe begin- 
ning, and the downcast looks and uneaay movementa of the party 
ahowed but too pUunlj how poorly they were prepared to bear 
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the tannto of a josdj' enngod woman. Kanj of them were 
gentlemen of trae spiriti yet on this novel oocaaion, generous 
and gaUant thoogh they might boi th^ were perplexed to know 
how to aet Wishing to end their nnpleasant task as speedily 
as possible, they dsdred Mrs. Phelps to oondnct them to her 
husband. Her reply was a refbsal to gratify their wishes, and 
a defisnce of thsir power. Enraged at their penistence in 
eeeitihing and inqniring for Hr. fhelps, his loyid wife endea- 
vored to drire them from the house. Armed with a large 
kitchen fire-shovel, she warned them to leave, in a firm though 
Stomiy and indignant manner. Witli her little boy at her apron 
strings, she pur.-ued hor unwelcome visitors not only with fierce 
looks, l>ut with *|iuekencd steps and threatening gestures. At 
one time one might have seen them clodgjnir into a corner, as if 
to escape an impending blow; at anctlioi, iiuleavoring to pro- 
voke a laugli by t»ome afiected attempt at wit. T3ut such a 
scene could not long continue. IIlm- o|)ponents were men whose 
lessons in the school of humanity had not tended to make them 
proficiente in the empbyment in which they were now engaged, 
or taught them to make war on a defenceless woman, or ruth- 
lessly break the door of her private chamber. 13ie affair had 
by degrees aaromed a farcical aspect. A smile was seen on this 
ilsce and a smile on that Pleasant expressions of conntenance 
moHipUed in all directions. A laugh followed — a general langh, 
in which not only the brare soldiete, but the heroie woman and 
her little boy all j<Hned. Good feeling was restored, and then 
tiie party were told by Mrs. Phelps in a solemn manner, that 
her hnsbaod was not in the honse. Sa^ed with this state- 
ment, which was tme, they apologi2ed fbr the condnct which 
they had been obliged to exhibit, and departed with words of 
courtesy and respect. 

Although Phelps had escaped the present danger, through 
the intoiference of liis wife, yet his prudence did not avail to 
protect liim from the search of his pursuers. Whether a guaixl 
w;i- set to watch for his appearance, or whether, u^, is most 
likely, he chose to suffer with his friend.-;, and with this design 
showed liimself in public, docs not plainly ajipoar. Before the 
day iiad closed lie was a })] is«)rLer in the iiaudb of the Vermont- 
ers. Tlie circiimtstancea of bis capture rest partly on tradition. 
As Ethan Allen approached him, Phelps in a loud voice 
announced himself ns the high sheriff of Cumberland cr»nnty, 
bade Allen go about his business, denonnoed his conduct and 
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til fit of Ills men as riotoM, and ordered the military to digp^^. 
With his usual roughness, Allen kao^ad the hit from the head 
of the doughty sheriff, ocdertd his attoitdflBtB to ^ tifc» die €U-<4 
rascal off," awl galloped away to MpenQtond the operatunis ci 

other portioos of hu fonm 

Sinee rnondog tbe strength of the Teimimttars hid bean eon- 
siderably augmented hy the militia of Windham eonaty. Gap* 
tain Warren of Maiiborongh had broaght twentyHBevsn men 
Into senrice ; Captain Dnaean of Domnientoa eighty-linree; 
Captain Wlieeler of WiiBiingtonli»rl7«6» I l e a t s a a nt Mwmp of 
Cumberland twenty ; and another dfioer twenty. By these 
additions from the brigade of Brig.-Gten. Samuel Flet<^er, who 
coinniandcd in person, and who was supported by Col. Stephen 
R. Bradley, Lieut-Col. Charles K-atluiu, und Adj. liikanah Day, 
the Termonters were able to present a force of four liuiidred 
men, ready to act q& should best serve the ixirposes and wellaz-e 
of the state. DetachmentB had Injen sent into ^e towns of Brat- 
tleborougli, TTiilifax, and Guilford. In the latter place, Ethan 
Allen towanls tlir cl'i^e of the day awaited the arrival of |iri-> ners 
from the ai-iLdilmriiif^^ t^wnf*. Col. Walbridirc, who, witli a ] ';n-ty 
of men, had Ix in soTit into Halifax, puceeeded in arrestin*: Maj. 
William Shattuck, Ca})t. Thomas Baker, and Ensign David Lamb, 
three of the leading Yorkers in that town, and conducted them 
mider a strong gnard to head-quarters. In Guilford, Maj . Henry 
Evans and a number of others wm taken, and although raslat 
anoe was offered, yet the Vermontsn wem not oiiy too nume- 
rous, hut were also too free in the aae of powder and hall to be 
overcome hy Iheir earptised and aaamed opponents. 

In the evening, widi the vieir of reaefaing jtef^eborou^ 
that night, £than Allen, with his troops and pnsonere, left Gail- 
ford. Meantime the Guilforditea had assenAlsd, irith a deter- 
mination to defend tiieir lim aad pfoperty, and to fha annsher 
of fiNly^ had etrtioaed dienisslm hj theudeof loadovar 
whfidi the Vennontsia were to pass. Aa tiw latter eeau in 
sight, they ware reeemd by a ToUey fpom wMeh they were glad 
to retire wiih all the speod yMtAk thay eeald ao imaan d firoBoi 
tfaeir jaded hones. Having reaehedaplaoeefaeearity, aasn- 
aoltation was held, and propositionB of a earaga natore were 
dkenssed dnnng the half hoar lliey were in omdave. Some 
demanded of their leader that a prisoner should be sacrificed for 
each one of his men who should be killed by the Yorkers, while 
oihcra advocated the observance of the commuu rules of war* 
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tm* Aware of the power of hia prewaoa, and of the terror which 
he was able to iBflpiie in others, Allen again plaoed himself at 
the head of his rnesi and having ordered that mercy should he 
shown to no one who shonld o£^ reristtnce^ letnmed on foot to 
Guilford. He adTaoo^ wiihent moleatotMiiy and on xeachtng 
Ifae town inado pnMiainatioa to the people in theae words:—* 
Eibui AUm, do deelave tiiat I will ^to no quarter to the 
nan, woman, or child who ahall oppoee ine» and nnlesB the 
ifihaWtanto ik €htil&rd peaoefnllj anbrnil to die anthoritj of 
Yermect, I iwear liiat I will laj it as desolate as Sodosn and 
Oomomh, by Qod."* Wocda lilse these nttsred one whose 
■aaie was n tenor, and snppcffled hy men enraged and resolnte^ 
eodd not be disregarded with intpnnity. No sooner did the 
attack begin than the terrified Gmlforditee fled in the utmost 
confosioa, leaving behind them neither the dead, tlie dying, 
nor the wounded— I Luviiig notliing but tlic reiiiembrance of 
their presence and the yrinU ui' tlieir retreating footsteps. Alien 
and his dcUchnieiit, satiafied with their victf»ry, were allowed 
to make their journey to Brattioborougk without farther mulea- 
latioii. 

On reaching this place, tiic \nivly was augmented by the de- 
tachments wliich had been sent in purBuit of oifcnders, and by 
a nnmbci- < >t' j )ri&ouer8. Among the latter was Timothy Clinrch, 
Lieut-Coll >iiel Commandant by appointment of Governor Clin- 
ton, of the militia in Cumberland county. On the lOtli, the 
piriflonerB set out under a strong guard for AVestmiuster. To 
ensure protection to his men, general orders were given by 
£than Allen to JdU without qnart^ any peison who should &n 
vpoa Urn tioofs i and the greatest preoaution was taken to pire- 
yent a reseae on t]ie part of the Yorken.. Aasocmaatheirrup- 
tton of Allen and his tr0(^ became knownt. many of the mili- 
taiy companies in the txmaij immediately marched to his aid| 
and placed themselres at his service. The militia of the west 
pandi of WestminaSsr, dionf^ regnUriy oi]gBiiiasd,i were Ibr 
me lime in donbi as to the cooise they ofDn^t to taka Inie 
te the eaasfrof Ymaoat^ tfaej were still nnwilling to assist in 
diatnxbing their nsii^ibon, who diffirsd ftom iSem on the 
question of jorisdielson. Bot cd the morning of Tuesday the 
lOlii, aitfioa^ ihmr eaptain, Deacon Epliraim Bann^, lefiised 
to lead tbsm, they oondnded to wait on Gen. Allen, and with 
this intention were advancing towards BrattJeboitnigh) when. 
Oil the edge of Dummerston" they met him and his foroea. 
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Turning about they joined his retinue and aooompaniad him to 
W^tminster where thepmoners, twenty in number, were lodg- 
ed in the jail which was guarded by a strong force. 

Though deprived of their Uboty, the captives were not 
ratrmned in the use of the tongue. Phelps deelared, tliat as 
sheriff of Onmberiand mnntj he had a rii^ to eommaiid tbe 
jail, but the asaertioii had no peve^tible effect, either on Jonar 
than Hnnt the sheriff of Windham eonmty or cm Qeongt Foot 
&e jailer. *^ Yon hare need us well," eaid Church to ^e guards, 
^and I expect soon to have yon confined, and I wiU treat yoa 
likewise. TcHnorrow morning, by nine or ten o^doek, yon shall 
be here in onr stead, and we will be waUdng abofnt" Eraoa 
entertained tiie same opinion ; and they all announced with ooii> 
fidence the speedy arrival of a force from New York which 
would relcjise them from prison, and punish the mob for their 
insolent and seditious behavior. 

But their predictions, with whatever pincerit^- they ini<rht 
liavo been uttered, were not to be lullilled. On the lltb, a 
special term of the Superior court was commenced at AVest- 
miiister. The ])ench was occupied by Moses Robinson, the 
chief judge, and by Dr. Jonas Fay, Jolni Fassett, and Paul 
Spooner, side judges. Stephen Row Bradley appealed as 
the state's nitomoy, and William Gould as clerk. A grand 
jury was drawn of which William Simouds was foreman, 
and tlie court was declared duly organized. In the means 
which had been employed to arrest the obnoxious Yorkers, lit- 
tle attention had been paid to legal formg, and the civil had 
been almost wholly anperseded by the military arm. For this 
reaBon great care was now taken that all omissions should be 
supplied, lest the disregard of laws and atatutes which had been 
manifested should be quoted as a precedent on eome future 
occasion. !Qie principal offenders were first lm>ught to triaL 
The presentment made by the grand jnry, contained charges 
against Tunothy Church, William Shi^ck, Heniy Evans, Ti- 
moihy Phelps and CSiarlos Phelps. In the qnaint, bnt emphatic 
hmgnage of the old forms, " not haying Qcd before tiieir eyes, 
bnt being moved and seduced by the instigation of the Devil,'* 
it was asserted that, on the Istof August preceding, at Onilford, 
and on other occasions, both before and after t£iit time, they 
did ^ with fbrce and arms treaeheronsly and peifidionsly con- 
spire an invasion, insurrection, and pnbHc rebellion against tfaia 
state, by thehr treacherously assembling together, consultmgand 
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adviaiiig tog«th«r of the moftiiB to destroy the constitotkm of this 
statei iiiid Bubveit the freedom and independenee of the go- 
▼ernment thereof." It was also charged, that in order to acoom* 
pfish these ends, and to bring the government into the hands of 
the pe^le of the state of New Yoik^ thej had written letters 
and sent messengers to Gh>Yemor George GUntoa, oalcnlated to 
incite him to invade the state of Yeimont ; and that the j had 
often met for the purpose of imprisoning the freemen of the 
state, and withstanding its lawful authority. Strenuous efiorts 
had been made to arrest Charles Phelps, whose name was 
included in this indictment, but he had succeeded in chiding 
the vigilance of the militia. All the others agaiust whom 
charges were fouiiii \v ere calU d to the bar, and being put to 
ple^d, pleaded not guilty, and for trial threw themfiolvcs on 
the conntry." A jury was accordingly empanelled and the 
trial began. 

In support of the charges aUege<l, lilrceu witnesses appeared 
who testified to the seditious behavior ot' the accused both in word 
and act, on many occasions during the preceding six months. 
It was shown that Church had refused to submit to an execu- 
tion which had been levied upon his property .(or, in case this 
could not be seized upon, himself), and, that he, with the aid of 
his friends, had resisted nr\d ro\mhGd the sheriff when he 
endeavored to arrest liim; that he had received the civil and 
military conmiission papers which had been sent from New 
York, and had distribnted &em as directed; that he had 
always been at the committee meetings d the TorkeiB, and had 
eneouraged the people to oppodtlon by asserting that Gov. 
Clinton had engaged to send an armed ibroe into the connty, 
and by adding his opinion tiiat the Governor wonld be as good 
as bis word. But it also appeared that he had distmsted the 
iasne of the canse in which he was engaged, for he had once 
stated that If the YoikerB coold not carry their points, he wonld 
submit to the government of Vermont It was proved that 
Shattuck, when starting for New York early in the summer, 
had boasted that he should obtain assistance from government, 
and wonld "drive the matter warmly " when he returned; that 
he had counselled the people to continue their opposition to 
Vermont; had declared that he would do all that he could 
both in public and private to oppose the btate ; and had verified 
this declaration by liis acts. The testimony concerning Evans 
showed that lie had often avowed his determinatioii to with- 
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ftand the jurisdiction of Vermont even " unto blood/' and to 
use Lis uvvn words, had declared his readiness " to try it on " 
whenever the Vermootcrs should see fit to fight; that he liad 
resisted Vermont constables \ had assisted in reecoing property 
that had been lawfully seized by tlie sheriff ; and had expressed 
his hatred of the new state and its officers in the moet violent 
and seditious tcnn?. Evidence was also adduced, proving tiiat 
Timothy Phelps, in the capacity of Lit;h nheriff of Cumberland 
county by appointment of Xew York, had often said that he 
would execute warrants at the risk of his life that he hfid 
even endeavored to seize a Vermont constable, and had 4a- ffse 
instance arrested ft man, conveyed him to his (Phelps's) house, aivi 
there kept him nndar guard until he w«s retaken by his fneiidi* 

Saoh wm tlie mime of the testiiiioiij hitrodaosd by the pm- 
Bocuting attorney. It does not appear that any attempt waa « 
made bj the diefeadants to disprove the statom^tB of the 
opposing witnesses, and in this condition the cosofl wese left 
wiUi the jury. By their verdict the deliaqmits werejbmi^ 
.^gmlly of the &cti chaiged in the indietmeiiL" Theew^ 
therefore ga^ judgment *<that TImetbif Ghereh, WiUma 
Shattnck, Hemy KvaDs and Tunothj Phe^ be each of them 
taken from tihe bar of thia eonrt bandc to the common §ao) of 
this oonntfy there to remain in doae imprisonmieDt nuMil the 
4tii day of October next ; and that thej be then taken by. likt 
ehaniff of the aaid oomily fnm the aaid common gad and ear- 
ned without the Umiti of thia state ; and that, they be then and 
there IbreTer baniahed from this otot€^ not to return thereto 
on penalty of death; and that all their goods, chattels, and 
estates be condemned, seized and sold, as forfeited to the use of 
this state." The first part of this sentence was immediately 
carried into execution, and the prlFirmem were confined in the 
jail rooms on the lower floor in the north part of the building in 
which the court were convened. Attachments were also issued, 
and olEcera were dispatched to take the property of the crimi- 
nals. Of the effects of Shattuck, a constable made return that 
he had attached "al out eighty acres of limd in Halifax, with 
the buildings thereon standing; about ten tous of hay; a small 
q[uantity of rye in pheaf ; a considerable quantit}^ of flax spread 
on the fffonnd; and about two or three acres of Indian com 
standing: on the ground." In the words of Timotliy Phelps^ 

all his goods were sold, except his wife's apparel, the beds^ 
and one cow." The estates of the others iveie taken in like 
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miDiier, and the proceeds of the aaks which followed^ were 
appropriated to the irae of the state. 

Althooi^ Ethan AUeD and hia men had failed m liheir altempt 
to amel CBiarlaa Fbelps^ another effwti instigated by the slate's 
attanwy, was made to take him. In the ecmiplaint presented 
to the court in this case, charges similar to diose which had 
been brooght^'^ifaiiist the other offeDders were preferred. In 
addition to these it waa stated diat Fhelpe had bionj§^t into the 
state of Yermont^ seditiooa libel, tending to stir up a public 
jebellion that he had written, printed, and published abroad, 
•* a seditions libel, with a manifest intent, wittingly and design- 
edly to raise an insurrection and public rebellion" against the 
state ; and tliMt tlicre was the higheet rcaeon to believe that 
there were in liis possession " a number of hooks, writings, and 
manuscripts," whose tendency was to weaken and destroy the 
government and constitution as efttaUlibhed. A warrant for his 
arrest, and for the seizure of las books, was accordingly isBiiod. 
The search for Phelps was unsuccessful, but his books and 
manuscripts were seized, and having been brought into couit 
were retained as confiscated to the state. Such of them as 
were obnoxious were pi- >l)ably de6troY( d or concealed, and the 
remainder wore sold under the hammer.* 

On the 12t]i a iiunihcr of the other delinquents were brought to 
triaL Complaint wiis made against Joseph Cliainhrilain, 
Joseph Whipple, and Jonathan Church, who, on the 22d of 
August ptevious, had rescued Timothy Church from tlie hands 
of the sbec^ aa has already been related. Chamberlain was 
adjodged gulty* of partieipating in this aet, and was sentenced 

* The library of Charies Phelps, vas, it is supposed, the most valiaable in the 
etat* of Vermont, at the period to which allusion is mnde. The sale of this col- 
lection, enriohed mauy a previously Bcaatily-sapplied she^ Eyen now the old 
volam^ of this nncompromising Yorker, are to ba fooad sMttered here and there 
b <h« fiMAboiM ortlieaiMMidflftliortlMM^rlMtaateti^ 
IjnMB. Among tt^lUnki tdbed by the sheri^ wm t^ voBiber belongbg to Mr. 
Fbetpa'a so«,S<>lnmon. By n ppceial order of the oonrt granted at the Beseion in 
February 1788, it appears that "Salkeld's Reporta, I voL, Milton's Paradise Lost| 
Telemachtts, 2 Tola, Lord Bacon's Essays, and aach other books as the said Solo* 
mon Fbelpa's naoM b fiMtttod fai,*trw gM t ofd to Ihit gcotfansiL tbk 4lh 
imH j o ntirimiirt 1 1 1^^' ^ t»*<t lang wn^iitmA By an esitey in the Joimak 
if tte AaMnUy ot Vermont under date of the 14th of October, 1788, it appears 
that " the petition of SoloTnon Phelps represontin;? that a number of his books, 
setxed by order of tho Sup reme court, are in the jwesesaion of Stephen R. Bradley, 
Jtm i, aad praying an order of this House for the restoration thereof^" waa read, 
■111 (liMsimfl lij t) -TT^" 

29 
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tf) pay a fine of £20, also the costs of jirosecutioii, and to stand 
comniitted until judgment should be complied with. Of tliose 
wl\o had ])een enfraged at Guilford on the 10th of May })re- 
roding, in rescuing a cow which had been taken on execution 
by deputy sheriff Barziliai Rice, Joseph Peck who acted as a 
ringleader on that oocafiion, was declared guilty of the charges 
])refenred against him, and was mulcted in the sum of £20 and 
costs. Asaph Carpenter, Edward Caipenter, and Shubael Bui? 
lock who had assisted in the rescue, were fined £20 and costs. 
Stephen Ohase who pleaded gnilty to the same charge, was 
released on giving bail to the amoont of £80, to bo Ibifeited in 
case he should ieaye town without the order of the court. On 
the following week he was fined £i and costs.* A preeent* 
ment was tken made bj the grand joiy dustffVig that Joseph 
Peck, on the Ist day of Joly last past, not being a continent 
officer, did accept and hold a commission^ not dwived from ih» 
authority of die pe<^le of this state^ to wit, a commission of 
captain of part of the militia of Guilford, under the anthority 
of the people of ihe state of New Yofk, contrary to the form 
of the statute in audi case made and provided, and against the 
peace and dignity of the freemen of the state of YermanL" 
The charge was not, however, sustained. Peck was dedared 
not guilty, but was obliged to discharge the costs of prosecution. 
This failure to prove the accusation, arose from an error in the 
indictment. It was charged that he held a captaincy under 
Xcw York, " on or about the 1st day of July last past" His 
commission, on the contrary, bore date the 24:th of J uly, and he 
did not receive it until the beginning of August. Twenty other 
persons were presented by the grand jury as holding commis- 
sions derived from New York, but as many of them had not 
])cen arrested, it was thought best to delay the prosecution, and 
the cases were for the prefccnt reserved. 

Tlie circumstance and result of the irniptioTi of the Vennout- 
ers, were earlv made known to the border residents of jN^ew 
Hanipsliire and Mncpficliusetts, and were accompanied with 
earnest and oft-rep*. :itr(l ap[)lications from the Yorkers for 
assistance. Some of the inhabitants of Massachusetts were dis- 
posed to grant the desired aid, and letters and messengers were 
dispatched in various directions to ascertain the opinions of 

* hk tanrw to •& applitttion suide by Ch«M^ the ftM wt wal ttrf ty a 
Itttion of Um Oooadl of y«niMmt» poMed June Sth, 17S8k 
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liiose with whom rested the power of Redding upon the pro- 
priety of interference. One officer wrote to another in these 
words : — I recommeiKl it to yonr wise and prudent congidera- 
tion, if it ])e not our duty to recommend it to our ullicers luul 
grtkliers to ii*.ie up, armed well, to Gniltbrd where they are 
couiinittinfr those war hostilities." Tlieu, ruferriiig to the 
Yorkers, lie aikled : — " You and I are, with all the United States, 
bound by the confederacy to protect tliein from all such vio- 
leTire/' But a sentinieut adverse to iutertcrciice ])reTailed, 
ami Vermont and Xew York, occupyinfi!; now a poBitiou clearly 
antagonistic, were left to poiBiie the coarse which Btreqgth or 
policy might dictate. 

Flushed with success, Ethan Allen was unable to restrain his 
blatant boastiiig and mlgar oaths. Against Clinton, in particu- 
lar, did his wordy rage vent itself in torrents of abnee. " Had 
I bnt the ordeni'' said he, I could go to Albany and he head 
monarch in throe weeks, and I have a good mind to do it'^ In 
an interview which he held with Shattnck, he endeavored to 
peranade him to renonnce his allegiance to New York, and 
unite with Yermont ; assured him that Congress had no right 
to pass any resolutions respecting Y ennont ; and employed a 
▼arietf of argomcntB to show that Congress were in reality 
willing that Yermont should be a separate state. lUm latter 
argument was also made use of by the state's attorney. You 
are deceiyed by Congr^** said he to the priaonen; you have 
placed your dependence upon the hope of obtaining from Ibem 
a decisive resolution favorable to your desires^ and have been 
duped." 

llie remainder of Hie session was occupied in disposing of 

such minor matters as required immediate attention. Knowing 
that the arrest of many of those who had been charged with 
seditious behavior would be attended with great difficulty, the 
court chose to puraue towards them a liiethod more stringent 
even than that which had been already adopted. By a stretch 
of power they rcgolve<l on the 13th, to Beize and confiscate the 
estates of the Yorkers again^^t whom they held warrants but 
whose persons they could not fiud. To enforce this resolution, 
Ethan Allen determined to make a new levy, mi<l roque^sted 
Gen. Fletcher to raise in liis brigade "twolumdred able, effect- 
ive men, equipt for war to assist the civil autliontv in carrying 
into execution"'^ tlie laws of the state. Of tin's number, Flctclier 
desired CoL Stephen li. Bradley to raise in his regiment one 
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half, either ^'hy draft or volimteerB to supply them with 
three days' proyisions ; and march them <^ so as to rendesvmisat 
Landlord Arms's in Bratdebonmgh on Hondi^ erening vmMt in 
order to advance to Guilford on Tuesday monung*" 

Aided by a jk»M0 otnnkatue of such power, the sheriff and his 
assistants experienced bnt litHe difficulty, and no opposition, in 
pcrtbrming the task assigned them. Ihe resolt of their foray 
was entirely successful. The terrified Yorkers fearing Ethan 
Allen " more than the devil" as some of them dtxiared, iied 
iVom their tarinri and dwellings at his approach, leavinpf every- 
thing at tlio mercy of their opponent**. Upon these deserted 
premises the Vermonters entered, taking in the name of the 
state whatever they desired, i Ih-v drove off one hnndred and 
lifty liead of cattle besides sheep and hogs unimml iL red. They 
took possession of hams well filled witli }>roduee, thrashed out 
the grain and carried it away. Tliey left warrants for tliose 
whose property they had despoiled, but whose persons they had 
not yet taken, and informed them by message that they wooki 
be bound lV)r trial or committed to jail should they be once ar- 
rested. On Saturday, tlie 14th, the court adjoomed sins die^ 
and the prisoners who had not yet been brought to trial, and 
who had been taken since the session began, numbering tfaiiteeo 
in all, were subsequently marched to Marlborough there to awsh 
the further order of their eapton. 

Li order to satisfy ihe demands of justice, anoliher spedsl saa- 
sion of the court was commenced at Marlborough, on Tuesday, 
the 17th. On this occasion the indictments were drawn 
care, and no difficulty was experienced in obtaining a conviction. 
Hesekiah Broad, Duiiel Lynd, Joshua Lynd, and Samuel Me- 
lendy, all of Guilford, pleaded guilty to the charge of liaving 
been enga-^ed in rescuing a cow from the hands of the deputy 
sheriff on the 10th of May previous. Broad was tiucd £12; 
Daniel Lyud, £4 ; and Melendy £3. Each \mis required to dis- 
cliarge the costs of his suit, and to enter into a recognizance to 
the amonnt of £50 " to be of good behavior towards all the good 
and liege subjects of this state, till the let day of February, 
A. D. ITSS.** Joshua Lynd was mulcted iu the sum of £2 and 
costs. Tliomas Baker confessed to the acceptatice from the 
state of Kew York, of a captaincy in the militia company of 
Ilalifax ; David Lamb to the acceptance of an ensigncr in the 
same organization; Simeon Ferrel and Isaac Weld to tlie ac- 
ceptance, the one of an ensigncy and the oth^ of a lieutenancy 
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ill liie Guilford militia ; and John Alexander to the acceptance 
of a lieutenant's coniiiii.s6ion in one of the companies of Brattle- 
borough. Bakers fine and costs were fixed at £7 15s. i)d. i 
those of Lamb, at £7. Weld was fined £2 I0.y. and costs. Fer- 
rel* and Alexander were mulcted the one iu tlie sum of £2, anvl 
the other in the sum of £20; both were cliarged with costs and 
were required to enter into a rrcnirni/anee of £50 each, to be 
forfeited in case they should not act witli propriety during tlie 
next four months and a half. Joseph Coleman and Eleuser 
Gharch charged witli disobedience to the laws of the state, gave 
bonds for their good behayior and w«fe acquitted without iioe. 

On the 19th, the last day of the aeflBion, Samuel Ely of Con- 
way, in the county of Hampshire, Massachusetts, but lately a 
resident in the town of WilmingtOD, Yermcmt, was brought to the 
bar for trial. A bold, but rash and impetuous man, he had 
served in the battle of Bennizigtoa as a volunteer, and being 
oonneoled with no company or regiment had foo^t without 
the advice or direction <tf any penon. He had been court-mar- 
tialed after the action on account of his afngnlar conduct in 
retaining a laige amount of valuable plunder, but had been 
honorably disehaiged on ptoof that he had talren only such arti- 
cles as he had won in his own independent method of warfare. 
Since that period his restlessnesshad engaged him in many scenes 
of an unpleasant nature, and had finally resulted in his arrest 
under the laws of Vermont. In the presentment of the st^ite's 
attorney, it was charrred tluit the prisoner, "not luiviiig God 
before his eyes, but I)eing moved and seduced by the instigation 
of the Devil; and little repirding tlu- Jnwb of this state or the 
■{)enaltios in the same contained; and being a pernicious and 
seditious man, and a person of depraved, impious and dihcpiiet 
mind, and of n sodlrious dispositiou and conversation; and con- 
trivhig, practising, and falsely, maliciously, turbulently, and sedi- 
tiously intending the j)eace and common tranquillity of the free- 
men of the state of Vermont to disquiet, molest, and disturb ; 
and to bring his Excellency, Thomas Chittenden, Esq., Gover- 
nor of said state, the fionotable Council and House of Kepresen- 
tatives (being general supreme court of justice in the afore- 

• At the rnnclnsion of the trial, Weld took the oath of Blleeri«nc<» to Vermont. 
In open court, iiy an entry in the Council records of the state, dated Westmin- 
Bter, October 1 8th, 1788, and signed by Lot Hall, secretary /»ro taiipore, ii appears 
Ibat the fines of Wdd and Feml vera remitted m th«t i>temion, upon the plea 
ef Heiim Cutler. 
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said fttate of Yermont,) and the proceedings of tlie eame into 
great hatred^ oontempt and scandal with all the good and faith- 
ful snbjectB 6{ this state ; and the magistrates, jndges and jus- 
tices wiihin said state, and the generals, colonels, captains and 
other militaiy officers of this state to scandalize, villiiy and 
bring into contempt" — ^in the presentment it was chafged that 
the pri&ondr influenced by these nnworthy motives, and in order 
^ his most wicked contrivances, practices, and intentioos afore* 
said to oompleat, perfect and render effectual," did on the 10th 
of July preceding, and at other times, say, assert, affirm and 
pronounce, and with a loud voice did declare these fjilse, mali- 
cious, Seditious and opprol)ri(jus Enghsh words following, that is 
to say : — ' The state of Vermont is a damned state, and the act 
for tlie jmrpose of raising ten shillings upon every hnndctMl iieres 
of land is a cui-sed act, and they that made it are a curbed h<n]y 
of men.' " It was also asserted that in further prosecntinn <»f 
his malice" he did j)ul>licly declare "that the general or 
supreme court aforesaid were a pack of villains, and that if no 
other j)erson would undertake to overturn or destroy the govern- 
ment of Vermont, he, the said Ely, wouKl do it, and he had got 
that in Ids pocket which would overset tliei^i." In addition to 
these charges it was alleged that he did (himn tlie state of 
Vermont and all its officers, and did curse the laws of the same 
as passed by the General Assembly thereof." Such were the 
accusations which the redoubtable £iy was called upon to con- 
front 

"Witnesses from Wilmington testified to the truth of tlie 
charges, and the jury announced to the court through their 
foreman Jonathan Underwood, their decision that the prisoner 
was guilty of a breach of an act of the state, entitled " An act 
for the punishment of de&mation." In conformity with the 
choice vested in the court to punish defamers by fine, imprison* 
ment, disfranchisement or banishment, aocovding to the nature 
of the offence^ Ely was ordered to be taken to the guard house 
in Marlborough ; thence, on the morrow to be conveyed to the 
limits of the state ; to be then banished and forbidden to return 
until eighteen months from date should have expired, on 
penalty of being imprisoned the same lengdi of time. 

Willi this trial ended the first resolute attempt of the govenL- 
ment of Yermont to enforce obedience to the laws of fhe stat« 
by the civil and military arm combined. The proceedings 
attendant upon this manifestation, were, in some instances. 



Digitized by Google 



1782.] 



fTMNECESSASY SEVEBIIT. 



mmeeeBBiirilj seyere and cruel. Meaxj of tlie prisoners during 
their confinement at Westminster and Marlborongh, suffered 
Bevorely from want of food and other necessaries. Two of them, 
daring eleven days' imprisonment, were allowed but four meals 
of victuals by their guards. Ethan Allen himself acknowledged, 
that the method which had been pursued by him was "a 
savage way to support govenmient" At the same time be 
declared that he could not have carried his point in any other 
manner. Satisfied with the policy that bad induced these acts, 
he and his friends exchanged congratulations at the part they 
had taken in the Guilford war, and made known their determi- 
nation to present to Congress a iuii rupurt oi' llieir doings.* 

• MB. Ummdn 8«p«rimr wot of Yt. Supt. I78S. Ma DepoaitioM. Lm 
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▲TISMDPTS TO OBTAOr TBS 1NTEBFEB3EKCB OF OONCatttS. 

ClMriet Phelps and Jo4B%«low Npair to JPMghkeeptto—Pi^^ 
of Got. CUntoa to tho Now Yoik d«l«gatw !a Oon grw i C Katon to Big«tow— 

New York <lelcgatc« to Clinton — Depositiona of ^'"rk» rs — C Phelps proeosds 
to Philn(leli>hla — ChnrcTi, Sliattuck, Evans, and T. Phelps — Statement of 
grievanceB by the Usew Y^rk n<lhprent# — slmttTick and Evana with Gov. 
CUntoa — C Phelps before Coogress — bhftttuck and Erans vuit Phiiodelphift— 
Aetioii of Oon gw P owiatoMO of C. F^ps — CoogrtouoMl rwohroo— -Dirti* 
tntion of Shattnok, Eroo*, ud 0. Fhelpt— Besoliitioos of tbo Stfa of DeeonlMr 
— Further action of Cktngress— Gov. Clinton to the conroitUili of OOBUnittooo— 
Strife between tiie Yorkers and VenTionters — Proposal for a temporary settle- 
ment of difficultii^ — John Bridguian taken, and released on parole — Governor 
ChttteDdeu'ii letter about Uie Yorkers — Report that C^A. Church was to be 
hottgod— Effort of the nooItoo of flio Sth of Deeember Oomipoodoiice 
betwoon tiio Yoricon and CK>t. GliiitoiH*-Letter from GoTenMn: ChittoodoQ to 
the PredJoniofOoogrsw ll oinoBiteiiioootf tiioQoniwIA w si ah i j flf YoHnoat 
toComnit. 

On tlie lltli of September, the day oti wliich the trials of tlie 
prisoners taken by Ethan Allen coiiiuieiieed at WestTtiinpter, 
a number of tlic citizens of New York, in Cumberland county 
constituted Charles Phelps their agent to visit Governor Clin- 
ton, to repair to Congress, and to act for them in matters per- 
taining to the controvenyy " as lie in his prudeaoe and discre- 
tion," flhould think proper, knowing that a wairant had 
been issued for his arrest, and that the militia were endeaToring 
to take him, Phelps strove to avoid their vigilance and ulti- 
mately sacoeeded. Though rl c^irooB of visiting his fomily 
before prooeeding on his niittio% he was obliged to leave with- 
out seeing them. While on the road and before he had left 
the state, he was pnisaed by eig^t or ten men for seyeral 
miles, but fortanately escaped. Having obtuned a supply of 
clothing from his Mends in Hadley, he mBde the best of his 
way to Poughkeepsie. On the same day Joel Bigelow, of 
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Guilfoid, left for the same place^ for the pmpoee of acqnaintiDg 
Govemor dinton witk the late piooeedingB. TravelUiig wilJi 
greater ezpediticD than Fhelpe, he reached DntdieaB eoantj 
before him, and, on tha 15tili of September, made a depoeitioii 
before Jnstioe Melaoetoa Smith, ccmoendng the condnct of 
the Yermonten, aad the maimer in irhic^ thegr had been 
received b7 the Yoikers. This depoBidoa was immediately 
tranemitted to tibe delegates m Ckngresa firom New York, with 
m reqiMrt that it might be commimicated to GongresB as bood 
as possible, inasmuch as it clearly evinced the necefisity of a 
speedy determination of the boundary dispute, or at leiist of an 
interference which should preserve the public peace until the 
controversy could he hnally decided.* 

iii A letter dated the 16th of September, and accompanying 
the deposition, Govemor Clinton jirmounced it as a fact, un- 
deniably true," tliat the government of New York and its 
eiibjoctB on the *' Grants," had strictly adhered to the recom- 
iru iidation of Congress " in abstaining from tlie exercise of any 
authority over persons professing subjection to the pretended 
state of Vermont." He detailed the advice which he was 
nboat to transmit to his oppressed fellow-citizens in Cumber- 
land county ; refemd in a pointed manner to what he deemed 
t})e fluty of Congress ; and concluded in these words : — " From 
the spirit and determinatioD of the inhabitants of several towna 
on the east side of the momitains who have reaolved to experience 
erery iixoonvenience raliher than swerve from tiieir duty and 
allegiance to liie state [of New Yodk], nntil Congrees declares 
the * Graata^ not to be comprehended within onr bonndariei, I 
am induced to beliere this [outrage] will lead to more senooa 
oonsequcncea for which, however, I do not consider either the 
atate or myself responsible.'^ Jn a aappkmentaxy note of a 
private nstnre, the Govemor requested the delegates, *^ willioiil 
mentioning this intimatioo,'' to read has commmiicati^ii 
publicly in Gjngress when the deposition should be introduced. 

Li a letter to you," he oT)served in explanation, " I can use a 
freedom ^vhicli in an address immediately to Congress might be 
conceived rather derogatory to their dignity .... I Icel tlie 
honor of the bUite and mysell* hurt, that my repeated applica- 
tions to thcni for a decision of the controversy have been not 
only ineffectual but even unnoticed. You are folly sensible of 

• 118^ CommiMioix aad DepoAiion. 
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my gitoatioD, and of the condition of the state to assert its 
rights, and I flatter myself you feel for our unfortunate fellow- 
citizens who arc thus exposed to oatrage and iiyuxy* I haTe» 
therefore, only to add an earnest request to use every means 
for inducing Congress to attend to this very important business. 
The unfortmiate people who axe now made prisoners by the in- 
smrgente, having in every instance idigiougly adhered to the 
recommendation of Oon^resSy conceive they hAve a just claim 
to their protectioii) and consequently look np to them for a 
speedy and effectual interposition for tiieir reliet^ 

Haying dispatched the letters and deposition to Philadelphia, 
Governor CUnton placed in the hands of Mr. Bigelow a com- 
munication directed to him» and intended for the perusal of the 
unfortunate sufliererB by the ^ late outrage." The advice which 
lie gave was well in ^ping with the cbaiaeter of the man. 

I would as heretofore," said he, " recommend to our Mends, 
still to persevere in the line of conduct pointed out by the 
resolve of Cong^rcss, in abstaining from all acts of force or 
violence except when their imuiediate self-defence ehaU compel 
them to have recourse to resistance by arms. At the same 
time, should the cfovemment of the pretended Htate continue 
to hold the pri^uaers in confinement, I would then think it 
justifiable and advisable that atteni|>rs ^liuukl be made for tlieir 
release ; and if this cannot be effected, then that an equal 
number of the insursrcnts gliould be taken and brought to thisf 
or any other place of security in the state, where they can be 
detained as hostages for the security and indemnity of the sub- 
jects of this state whom they have made ])ri8onere of."t 

The dispatches of Grovernor Clinton having been received at 
Philadelphia on the 20tli, an attempt was made by the iN'ew 
York delegates to read them in Congress without delay, hvA a 
pressure of business of greater importance rendered this coume 
impracticable. The person by whom the pa|>ers had been sent 
being apprehensive that his poverty would not permit him to 
tany long in Fhiladelphiay left without tlie i^ormation of 
which Clinton had hoped he would be the bearer. Assuranoea 
were however couTcyed to the Governor of the interoat which 
others beside himself felt in tiie result of the late occurrenoea. 

• George CUnton Fip«n» in N. T. Btalte lib., vol xvi. doei. 4^61, 476& 

f Pougbkeepeie. 

X Doc Hist. N. Y., iv. 1012, 1018. Papers r«l«tiiig ti> Tt Cotttrovewy, in office 
Seo. SUto v., p. 47. * 
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"This new and unexpected violence," wrote tlie delegates, 
" offered in direct opposition to the recommendations of Con- 
gress to those peaceable citizens who have aUs ays strictly ad- 
hered to tlie same, and the dangerous consequences which may 
ensue from such evil examples, will, we trust, induce Congress 
innnediately to interj)ose and exert their authority for the rehef 
and pn.»tectiou ot those unhappy people, oar fellow-citizens, now 
made prisoners by a lawless power. Your Excellency may 
rest assured that we shall exert ourselves to the utmost for their 
relief, and that measures may be adopted for the future protec- 
tion of the adherente to our state who reside in that district of 
country'."* 

In order that Governor Clinton might be fully informed of 
the conduct of the Vermonters, the depositions of Thomas Baker 
and David Lamb, two of the sufferers by the " late outrage," 
were sent to him by Samuel Bixby, the clerk of the New 
York convention of committees. In an accompanyiDg communi- 
cation, dated the 22d, Bixby stated that the sentence which the 
piisooera had received was contrary to the laws of Yennont, as 
they were not taken nnder arms, which was the only condition 
on which their conduct was to be aiitjndged criminal. On this 
point, however, he was at fiinlt, for the particular act under 
which they were arrested, denonnced puidshment afjainst any 
one who should conspire against the liberty of the state, 
whether with arms or otherwise. He also referred to the 
illegality of the proceedings, whereby the same tribunal had held 
and swayed both the legislatire and the exeentiTe power. And 
in this particular his remai^ was just, for it was by order of 
the court, and not by legislative enactment, that the officers 
were empowered to seize the property of those against whom 
charges had been preferred, when it was ascertained that their 
pers« »iis conld not be secured. The reply of the New York 
delegates, a part of which has been already recited, was received 
by nrtvernor Clinton on the 27th, and tlie information which it 
contained was immediately transmitted by him, to the conven- 
tion of Cumberismd county. In the few words of advice whicli 
he added, he, as on former occasions, counselled his friends to 
behave peaceably, and not to have recourse to violence or 
force," unless the immediate defence of their persons and pro> 
perty should demand the employment of such measures. At 

• Qwgt dbtoii Tli^en^ in K.T. State Uh., voL xri, dosn 4tTI%4'VI9i, 
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the same time lie wrote to Jonetliaa Honty wIm^ ae alieriff of 
Windham oonnty, had taken an active part in amBting tbe 
sabjectB of New Yofk, Ke remiaded him that the pf^ooeedinf^ 
in which he had been engaged were in ^ direct opposition and 
ooatempt of tlie reconmendiatioDa of Oongrees," and warned him 
of llie dangevoog oonaeqpieiiOM'' which would erne should 
he attempt to esecnie process against tboae whorsfiued to obey 
Ihe lawis of Yennont* 

Soon after GoYetnor C3Uttton had dupatched the messenger 
to Philadelphia with the infbnnatioii which Bigelow had 
broa^t from Guilfordi Ohaxles Phelps aniyed at Pong^eep- 
sie with accoonts confirmatory of the reports Which had pie* 
ceded him. Here he remained nntil the messenger returned 
from Philadelphia, when he made known his intention of pay- 
ing a visit to Congress. Conceiving that hie presence there 
would be of no service to the causu ho was ea^cr to advocate, 
and apprehending he would be " troublesome and perhaps 
burthensome" to those with whom he woidd necessarily be 
brought most in contact, Governor Clinton eudea v i ired to d issuade 
him from going. Nothing conld change his determination. 
Though the Governor declined writing by him, lest tlie delegates 
should suppose that Ids visit was made by the Governor's 
approbation, Phelps departed on the 1st of October, depending 
on his own i csourccs for the assistance he should require. 

In conformity with the sentence that had been passed upon 
them, Church, Shattuck, Evans, and Timothy Phelps were re- 
leased from imprisonment on the 4th of October. They weve 
then taken under a strong gnaid across Connecticut riysr into 
New Hampshire, where the sentence of banishment was read 
to them bj Samuel Aveij, e Yermont depnty sheriff. To this 
the penalty of death was added, provided they shoidd ever 
xetunL On the 24th, the sheriff of Windham eonnty was 
directed by a resolntion of the ^kiieral AmmbSjf to seU thek 
estatsB as eonfisoated properly, and accept in payment, ^dne 
bills, pay-table orders^ at haid money." He was also direoted 
to sell as much of the estates of those pencma who had been 
indicted by the grand jnrovs ^ Windham conniy, as lAxfM 

* Soon after tlie roce^ of this letter, instigsted either by feat or by dovbli 
as to the legality nf liin course, Hunt resigned hi« office. Dr. Elkanah Day -was 
appointed in hia piaoe oa the Iflth »{ October, 178'2. MS. Accounts. Doc Hist. 
N. Y., It. 1013, lOli. George Clinton Papers, in N. Y. SUte Lib., vol xvi. doc 
ifSL Fa^mf^iaMagio Tt OoBtr«reray, in oflieeSee. State IT. Y., p. 48. 
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serve to pay the expense of the pom wmiUUvs ; and was in- 
structed to take the advieeof the principal men of the connty, 
md endeavor to levy ^iich expense in ptepovtoa to the erimee 
and abilities of such deiinqnents.'' . 

DnrlDg the confinement of the prisoDeiBi the eommitteeB of 
BMtIe1>oroii(^, Gnilfixrd, Halifax, and Marlbonmgh, had been 
aigaged in preparing a import of the grieyancea to which they 
had been anbjected by ream of their adherence to the goyem- 
ment of New York. This docnment waa fdU in ita detaiia, and 
ottbraced the diaeuflsion of topics relating, as well to llie con- 
dition of the whole state, as to the condition of Windham and 
'Wmdaor conatieB. Among other criminations contained in it, 
the General Aswmbly of Yennont were aconsed of entering 
into a treaty with tiie enemiea of the United States, withont the 
knowledge or consent of the people at large, and, when 
charged with the offence of flatly denying that any such treaty 
had ever been commcueed. Announcement was also made of 
tlie current belief that negotiations had been initiated uitli the 
British in Canada, for tlic purpose of transferring Vermont to 
the conimon enemy. Tlie secret policy of the state was con- 
demned. Governor Chittenden^ eunducL waa pronounced 
arl ltriii v. Tlio acts of the Vermont Legislature were declared 
imaiitlK rizcd. Taxes which had been levied for the pnrj kk^c of 
supporTiiio: the government of Vermont were branded as nnjnst. 
The finances of the state were represented as impoverished in 
condition, and the officers to whom the dut}' of collecting 
money had been entrusted were denounced as exacting and 
heartlesa men. In view of theae charges, the committees cxpreaaed 
l^tmi sentiments in language plain and definite. By a reso- 
lution of the Aaaembly of die state of New Yoric, in October, 
1781, and one of March, 178%'' said they, it appears that the 
afeato of New York are determined to support their jurisdiction 
OTor this territory ; and it being our opinion that it waa goa* 
nmteed to them in the eonfederation by the otiber ateteS) and 
that to them we owe onr allegiance^ we thevefoze conceiTe we 
dMdl be h^^ to blame and of ooime inTolve oorselyeB in 
oeitain nuBt ^7 raaiaiing or oppoung the anthodily of New 
Yoik, ainoe by so doing we shall oppose and rarist the authority 
of Congresa waA of the thwteen United States, and bring ine- 
yitable destmction npon ounelves. To avoid these evds, we 
think it onr indispensable duty to snbmit onnelyee to the 
anthority of the state of New York." 
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In the course of this statement of grieyaoces, other actions oi* 
tlie government of Yermoiit were uneparinglj condemned. 
The late legal enactments coneeniiDg those who acknowlec^ed 
the jurisdiction of ^ew York, were stigmatized with especial 
bittemese. " We are of opinion," said they, that the most 
capital of aU the proceeding? of this old Gh:een Mountain Core,* 
is their preparing a law especially for a certain set of people— 
who^ while this teiritorjr was under the jurisdiction of New 
York, were orderly, good subjects to the state of New York, 
and who neyer before, when that jurisdiction was regalarly 
supported here, nor since the setting np of this pretended new 
state, haye eyer joined the new state, but haye eyer adheied to 
the state of New York— by which law Hiej haye made it 
treason to join any of the other states, or to reifhse to adhere to 
the new state of Vermont." CJonduct such as tliis tliey de- 
nounced as particularly heinons, since Congress liad expref?oly 
ordered tliat the rulers of Venuoiit should exercise no autliority 
over any person who was unwilling to acknowledge tlie juris- 
diction of that state. Contiuuinnr in this etrain, they detailed 
the treneral effects of the treatment they had I) eon compelled to 
undergo, and nf the sufferings they had borne in behalf of Kew 
York, and concluded their statements in these words : — '* We 
conceive there can be no way to ensure peace and prosperity to 
the people of these * Grants,' but to put an end to their pr^ent 
policy and goyemment. Perhaps in some future day it may be 
for the happiness of this part of the country to be made a 
separate jurisdiction, within such bounds and under such 
regtdations as tlie United States in their wisdom shall see tit 
We think it will be yeiy easy for Congress to point oat a way 
in which justice may for the present be done to all the con- 
tending and different daims ; but diould matters be suffered to 
go on in the coune they haye now tak^ we cannot imagine 
where they will end, Tmless it be in riots, tumults* disorder, and 
confusion, and most probably in bloodshed among 0QaelyeB.''t 

This statement of the assodated committees was entmated to 
Majors Shattnck and Eyans on the 7th of October, to be by 
them presented to Gk>vemor Clinton and the Legislature of 
Kew York. The two officers reached Pouirhkeepsie on the 
14th of October, and were courteously received by the Governor, 

• Corps. 

f Oeorge Clinton Papflti^ in If. T State liK, voL xvL doa 4788. 
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who listened with interest and attention to their representations. 
They fornished him with affidavits in which were embodied a 
full reliition of the events which had led to the trial and im* 
pmonment of themselves and friends; a pai*ticular state- 
ment of the conduct of £than Allen during the late violent 
proceedings and a few suggestions as to the cause of the ap- 
pearance of the British at the northward and westward. In 
their own defence they stitted that they had never made oie 
of any force or violence to conipel such of the inhabitants on the 
district called the New Hampshire Grants, who pfofessed 
allegiance to the said usurped goTemment, to renounce tbeir 
allegiance thereto^ or to submit to the government or anthority 
of tibe said state of New York ; or by any act of force or 
Tidence intempted or prevented the exercise of any authority 
under the said pretended state of Yermont over such persons as 
professed aUegianoe thereto.'' Goyeinor CSintfm immediately 
notified the formation he had reoeived to the New York 
delegates in Oongrees: In his letter to them, he enclosed 
copies of the papers wliicli had been furnislied him by Shattuck 
and Evans. " I think they cannot fail," wrote he, referring to 
the depositions, of making an impression on the minds of 
Congress, not unfavorable to ns."* 

Meaiiiiino Cliarles Plielps having reached Philadelphia, was 
busied in detailing his misfortunes totho«o who he hopeil wmild 
be interested in relievincr them. Bv liin nwn solicitjitiun he 
obtained permission \n iq^a Jir before the conunittee of Congr(^ 
to whom had been referred the consideration of the troubles in 
Cnmberland county, and on the 8th of October, at an evening 
engaged for " two or three hours, with very Httle 
interruption," in recounting the transactions which had been 
the cause of his Tisit So important were the affidavits which 
lie presented on this occasion, that the committee refused to 
report upon tliem until they diould have been read in Congress. 
To ^8 arrangement Em L'JEConunedieu and James Duane— 
the two Kew York deLegatee then in attendance— were obliged 
to submit, althoni^ by so doing the pnssentation of the report 
upon the statements made more than two weeks before was 
necessarily deferred. Not content with these efforts, Phelps in 
eharaeter of agent for the convention of committees from the 
towns in Yermont loyal to New York, presented a memorial to 

• Gtooig* GBAtoii FnipMi^ in N. T. 8trt« JIL, t«L xvi doa 480& 
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Congress on the lOtli, in which he stated that his constituents 
Oa the '* Grants" had considered themselves protected by the 
r«K)Iution8 of Congress passed on the 24th of September^ 177 d, and 
on. the 2d of June, 1780, and for this reason liad acted in accord- 
ance with tliose resolutions. He also declared his belief that the 
persons wiio had been impriaooed for refusing to acknowledge 
the jurisdiction of Yermont would be sent to Canada. In his 
own behalf he prayed that meaaum might be taken to effect the 
leetoration of Ub |Mroper^.* 

Chi iha 16th of Ootober-^Mia flioAih fim 
cr COintoa'a lettar to OongyaBa contaliiiDg a notifiestkm of iSbB 
outbreak m OnmbeEland conttlgr-Miie ocMDiBittee appointed by 
Oottgreis preaented their report At the- sMua time another 
report waa ptopoaed aa a aabsCitata. Theee proceedings ended 
in a xeooaunitmeat of the whole tnbject A third report made 
by John Bntledge, on ih» Sfid, in wincik he and hia ooHeagQea 
reoommeikded to tibe people on the ^^Chraate" to abstain from 
all measures calculated to create disturbance, was amended and 
laid aside for further consideration. 

Since their arrival at Ponghkeepsie, Shattuck aiid Evans had 
ryiiiained in the vicinity of that place, hoping to receive 
" accounts of the issue of the controversy on the ' Grants ctiid 
that Congress had taken decided measures for the relief of their 
fellow citizens in Cumberland county, and their protection in 
future against the violence of the Vermont party." Having 
been assured hy a letter from ^[r. L'Hommedien of the 16th 
of October, that "no effectual meiisures" had been or pro- 
bably TT,'r)iild bo taken in Congress niitil tlic general question 
respecting jurisdiction should be determined, they concluded to 
extend their journey to Philadelphia and there await the event, 
la the letter of introduction which waa tenished ^em hj 
Qovemor Clinton, fnU approbation was expraead of fihe course 
thay had resolved to adopt ^They, with several others, diear 
neighboTB/* wrote the Gk>TaRior to the New York delegates, 
ave atript of att their property and banished, and under the 
cmamataQeaa cannot think of fleemg their ftmiliea till thej 
luire made eray effort to obtaiidng redraft Hmj have 
detaimined therefoie to go cn to FhiIadelpU% in hopes that 
their preBencQy aadihe infotmation they ean oonmranicate, may 
aarftt in* bringing abent a more speedy lettlement ef dna bnal^ 

* George Clinton Papers, in K. 7. State Lib., yqI xvi. docs. 47dd, 4797. 
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ness. I have helped them to a email sum of eash to defray 
their expenfies and to prevent their being bartheDaome to yon* 
It is unnecessaiy to recommend them to your conntenance and 
aaaifitanee. Tlie canae liiej are engaged in, glres them the beat 
ae^iT ranee of thia.'** 

While Governor Clinton eterdaed eapecial eve to aend to 
Philadelphia copies of all the papers oonoemingtheocmtiovierBjr 
which he reoeived, the Nenr Yoik del^gatee nerer naglaeted to 
bring hia diapatohea to the notiee of Congreea on the earlieet 
oecaaion. By this means th^ topic of groatoat interest to the 
perseented adherents of New York was kept in oontmnal agita* 
lioD. nioQgh Congress were deairooa that ^internal peace 
ahonld be preaerred, aa well betweto the raqpeetiTe membem 
of the IJaion aa within each dtslaict therebf,'* and even fhTored 
the appointmefnt of a day for the ^al disposition of the question 
of juriddictloiij still they were unwilling that any measure should 
be taken in the present emergency tending to prejudice the 
decision of Congress on the general question. To tliis cause 
must he attributed, in part, the delay with which every propo- 
sition lor II thoroujj!:h exnTiiination of the relahvc position of the 
two parties clainiiitg jurisdiction on the '* Grants," was mot. 
Wliilo sentiments like these were provailirii:: in tlie minds of 
many of the delegates, Shattuck and Evans H]>{)t ared in Phila- 
delphia, and on the 2Sth of October laid their petition before 
Ck>ngTess. In this document they brictiy rehearsed tlie histor}^ 
of the difficulties which they had been obliged to encounter; 
referred to the " fifty persons having families," who had been 
driven from their homes, and who were then "wandering about 
in the utmost distress ;" mentioned the forbearance which the suf- 
ferers had exhibited in reCraiaing firom acts of retaliation and 
asked for aid, and for the reatovation of their poesssaiona to those 
who had been deprived of them the kte transaetiona of the 
pe(^)]eof Tennont Nor did Ihey scrapie to refer to Ihelr own 
deatiliittOD, and to the immediato incoavenieBoea to which they 
wm e^poeed, on account of a waat of money, and of the difficulty 
of enpportaig themaelyea in Phladelphia where neoaesify had 
obliged them to nptdt for jiourtioe. Though hot little was to be 
expected from Oongrasa nntil the general coarse which -they 
were to follow in the controversy shonld he fixed, yet the peti- 
tioners were not allowed to suffer. " They are very decent men 
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and arc treated with respect," wrote Mr. L'llommedieiij and 
6iibijC'(|'U'T)t events proved tliat private means were at their ser- 
vice, thonij^h tlie aid of Congress wafe denied them.* 

The committee "f Congresd to whom had been referred the 
letter of tlie lOrh of September from Governor Clinton, the 
depoeition of Joel Bigelow, the memorial of Charles Phelps, and 
a number of otlier papers, presented anotlier report on the 5th 
of NoyembWi In which several important alterations and addi- 
tioua had been made. At the same time the consideration of 
the report whieh had been made to Congress on the 17th of 
April previooSy recommending the admission of Yennont into 
the Unioii, was called for. After a lengthened disoossion, aH 
that portion of tine aohject rating to an ultimate adjustment 
of difficnkiee by an acknowiedgment of the independence of Ye^ 
mont as a aepaxate atata was postponed. The oon^idecation of 
the qnestioa whether the people inhabituig liie temtoiij called 
Vermont" had relinqnidied theur daima to the Eastern and 
Western Unions was dedared neoesaaiy and proper befora 
arguing the questions whieh depended upon it Befening to 
the action of Ooo|;ress on this occasicny Mt» L'Homme* 
dien expressed a wish that smee the general question had been 
thoB lud aside, Oongrees woold tak» measures to preserve the 
peace of the disturbed district. The constituency of his own state, 
manv of the inhabitants on the " Grants," and no inconsiderable 
number of the iinMiibers of Congress avowed the s;imc dtsiro, 
and anxiou.^ly awaited the time when tlie present di&culties at 
least, should be ended. 

Believing fully in the innate strength of petition, Charles 
Phelps did not cefise to besiege C-ongress witli missives supi'Ii- 
catory, missivei^ memorialjand missives reiiionstnitive. On the 
6th of November ho IjCFonnrht Congress ^'t\>r a con tiiiental relief 
of money and clotlilni:: ior his necessitous cireunistanc<^8." In 
order to prove the validity of the grounds upon which he asked 
for assistance, he stated tliat when leaving homo in some haatCy 
he liad been pursued several miles by eight or ten of the Yer» 
mont *^li|^t inlantry;^^ that he barelj made his escape from 

those armed pursaersV' ^^'^ " necessitated to borrow 
a great part of his neeesMiy apparei My miles from home f 
that his garments were now nearly worn out, liis money almost 
exhanstedy and the debts which he had been foioed to ooBtrad 

• Geofg« Uiatoa Papers^ in H, Y. Biota lib., vol zri dMfc iSSS^^Bai, 48SI^ 
4848. 
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for the support of himself and horse unpaid. Altliough his coq- 
dition required the aid for which he sought, yet Coiigrese did 
not deem thcuiseives bound to lieed his requcstB, and tlie })etit 
tion was dismisged. It is prohable that a simihir petition prefer^ 
red hy Shattuek and Evans was treated in a similar manner. 
On the 13th of Novembdr, tke day preceding that on which the 
congreesional committee were to report ooncemiog tibe oonditioD 
of the " Grants/' Mr. L'Hommedieu wrote to Governor Clinton. 
KefemTi!:^ lo the 14th, he observed : — Atler that time I shall 
advise Means. Phelps, Shattuek^ and £TaDs to return, as it will 
answer no purpose for them to eontume longer in this espea- 
stve place. They have spent all tiieir money and are eonsiderv 
ably m dobt, whidi in their petition they have mentioned, hut I 
believe will have no relief in that xespeet, more than in the 
other, firom Congress."* 

A poiticm of the r^K>rt on Qovemor €9inton's letter of the 
16th of Septemberi and on the petitions of Phelps, Shattack, and 
Evans, had been already referred to a committee of three for 
further consideration. In a second report presented on the 14 th 
of November, the comraittoe stated " that the measures coni- 
])lained of in tlie papers above mentioned, were probably occa- 
sioned bv the Btate of Kew York having lately issued comniis- 
6i'»ns, both civil and military, to persons resident in the district 
called Vermont.'' With this opinion for a basis, they proposed 
the following resolutions : — 

"Tliat it ho reoomTnendcd to the state of Kow York to revoke 
all commissions, either civil or militar}', which have been issued 
by the said state since the month of May last, to persons residing 
in the district called Vermont, as described in the resolves of 
the 7th and 20th of Angnst, 1781. 

. That it be recommended to the persons exercising the pow> 
ers of government within the said district, to make fidl and 
ample satisfaction to Oharles Phelps, William Shattuek, and 
Heniy Evans, and to all others in a similar jHPedicament, for the 
damages which they have sustained in person and jaroperty^ in 
consequence of the measnres taken against them in the eaid dis- 
tiict, and to suffer them to fetnm to their habitations, and to 
remain unmolested in the d&triet aforesaid. 

^That it he recommended to the state of New Yovk, and to 
the persons ezerdsing the powers of government within Ihe 

* Journals of Am. Congm^tiL lOflL Qmgt dUflioa Ffepin^ in N. T. SMt 
lAh,, vol zri* doe. 4687. « • 
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difltrict albrmid) toadiim to ibe recommeildatioBSof Ooogrees 
oontained in their raolre of September 84» 1779, until « deci- 
eiott shall be had by Oongrees on the tnljeet referred to them 
by the said atate of Kew York and the aaid distriet of YmumV* 

However jost theee reeolntioBB mi^t have appeared to liioae 
who proposed them, yet they failed to obtain the oonenmnoe 
f 'f CA>ngre88. A motion to agree to the first resolution was loet, 
a motion to recommit the second was negatived, and, on a final 
vote, the oonaidcration of the remainder of tlic report was post- 
poned. On none did tlie immediate effects of this refusal to 
reimburse the suffering Yorkern fail n\>n-c litavjly than on the 
three petitiuacib, wiio, for several weeks^, had awaited at Pliila- 
delphia, patiently and amid poverty, the decision of Congress. 
Haeir indebtedness, owing to the expen^iveness of livinsr, had 
increased to such an extent tlmt tlicj were unable to meet it. 
On the 15th of XovemVicr an attempt was made bv the New 
York delegates to relieve their necessities by borrowing a hun- 
dred dollars on the credit of the state. If this plan fails,^^ 
wrote James DuanO) ^ it is more than probable they will lose 
tJieir libertT) aa they hare already done tlicir ]>roper^, for it is 
ont of my power to aid them." On the 17 th the same gentle- 
man informed Oh'nton that the distress of Fhelpa having been 
brought to a eneiB^ nothing was left but to l^nrrow " for his 
and hia unfortunate companions' supporL" The desired loan 
was effected ; the debts the trio whoae TiaSt had ^fsntt^^aMr 
nite uieaoneM^ to their fHeoda m Philadelphia were dMMnnfid ; 
and I3i6 fear of impinonment for debt waa bton^^t to an endi. 

As there was but little expectation thait a&y resolution eoald 
now be obtained which would prove favorable to the Yotkeis, 
the main reason for tiie delajr of their agents in an expensive 
cit^y was removed. Desirous of visiting their families^ provided 
they oonld do so with safety, Shattadk and Evans set ont on 
their retom home on the 19th. FbelpS) on the contrary, hop- 
ing to be able to aocomplish by importunity what he Iiad failed 
to perform by petition and remonstrance, determined to remain. 
The two former readied Ponghkcepsie on the 2-''d ; detailed to 
Governor Clinton an acconnt of their visit; and confirmed the 
report wliicJi ]iud idreudy reached him of their lailiue to im- 
piebb upon Congresti the necessity of prompt and decieive action 
in restoring to the Yorkers their homes and possessions.* 

• J«BnuborAiiLO0i»,iT.lOi»loe. 0«oi«« Gfioton Fipm ia N. T. Snat 
Ltbi, YoL ztL doeiL 4m, 48S7. 485a 
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Evans now determined to return to Gnilford, in epito of the 
pemltieB d^ovnoed against him in case he ahonld ever again 
enter withis the bovdera of Yennont Shattack, mow cautions, 
^onebulBd tQ ob^ the deciee of banUwient imtil he ahonld 
veeeive further aooouits finom Philadelphia. With his accus- 
tomed IrindTieai) GoTemor Ointon wrote a letter to GoL Timo- 
thy Ohmnch, on the S4th} as an endonement of any statements 
vhtch Shattnck or Erans might make relative to the Tiews of 
Coogrees concerning the present nnfortnnate tronblee. " These 
gentlemen," observed Clinton, referring to them, "have had 
an opportunity which I long wished them to have of being ac- 
quainted with the eentimente of tlic different members of Con- 
gress respecting our controversy with the pretended state of 
Vermont, as they are thereby enabled to form a judgment, 
fonnded on their own knowledge of* facts, of what will be the 
probable issue of a diapure in which they are so deeply inte- 
rested. Tliis renders it unnecessary for me to my anything on 
a subject of which they will be able to give full and satisfac- 
tory information, and I have therefore only to repeat what I 
often suggested, that much will depend on the conduct of the 
good subjects of this state on the ^Grants,' whose firm snd 
steady adhereooe to their duty and allegiance I would flatter 
myself will soon be rewarded by a determination that will re- 
lieve them from their present distresses, and guard them against 
future eppreasion." Beaching home on the 1st of D^sembeT) 
Evans, to use his own language, ^ found the people in a very 
broken aitaation." It vras ohoerred, however, liiat the effect of 
his statementSi and of the dear and honest dedaratibns of Qo ver> 
nor CBntcn, were temporarily beneficial in removing the gloom 
which had been caused by long continned disappointment* 

Yariona attempts were made to resnme the ooneideraiion of 
the report of the committee to whom had been r^smd the 
report of a former committee on the letter of Governor Clinton, 
of September 16th, and the accompanying doovnents» The 
subject was at length brought before Congress on the 5tfa of 
December, but its consideration was again postponed. Follow- 
ing the deckratiou of this postponement, a motion was made 
by Tliomas McKean, of Delaware, and seconded by Alexander 
Hamilton, of X('^\ York, in these words : — • 

Whereas it appears to Congress, by authentic documents, 

• O«ovg« CUBton PipMi in N. T. Btele lih, toL zfl MSI. 
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that the pe<^lo inhabitiog tiM diitrifitof coiintrf -«ii liM west 
tide of Ooonecticut rivei^ oommotily called th» Hew Hai&p«litre 
OnmtB, and claiming, to be n iadependent 6tat«, in ocmlaMiiiil 
of the aatlic»i^ of CongraiB, and in direct yi^^ktioB ol the iw- 
IntkwB of the 8^th of September, 17^9, nd of the dd of- Jme^ 
1780, did, io the- monih of September pfoeeed to eMveiee 
juriadiodoa* orer I3ie pencntB and propeities of eaodity inhabit^ 
antB of the said dlstiict^ praliBaaiiig tfaemaelTee to be mljileotB of, 
and to owe aliegianoe to the state of New York, by means 
whereof diyen of them hare been oondemaed to baoiafame&t, not 
to retora on pain of death and'oonfiscatioa of estate; andolheia 
have been fined in large Boms and olherwke'deprived of -pio- 
pertj ; therefore^ • • . 

" Iwesoh ed, That the said acts and proceedings of the said 
people, being higlilv derogatory to the uiitliority of the United 
States, and dangerous to the confederacy, require the iinnn^liate 
and decided inturjiosition of Congress, for tin- j rotectiuii an<l 
relief of such as have 8iiiifrt;<l bj them, and l.»r preseniug 
peace in the said district, until a decisiuu bliall be had of the 
ControverBj, relative to tlic jurisdiction of the ^anie. 

" That tho |)eople inhabiting tlie said district cUiimiug to be 
independent, l>e, and they are hereby, required, without delay, 
to make full ami ain})lc reetitution to Timothy Church, Tiuiothy 
Phelps, Henry Kvans, William Shattnck, and such others aa 
have been condemned to banisliment and confiscation of estate, 
or have otlierwise been deprived of property since the 1st day 
of September last, for the damages tliey have sustained by the 
acts and prooeedmgs aforesaid ; and that they be not molested 
in their persons or pii^>eities, or their return to their habttatiooa 
in the said district. 

^^ISiat the Unhed States will take effectual measures' to A* 
fottee a compliance with the aforesaid resolutions, in case llie 
same shall be disobegred by the people of the said distiiet 

^ That no persons hbld^g eonunissions vnder the staiteof Kew 
York, or under th» people of the' said distriet eiaiming to hm 
independent) eKercise any anthority orar the peraens imd pti> 
perties of any inhabitants in the said dktriet, eo nlr ar y to tlia 
foiementioapd resolutions of the S4th of September, lTr9,iaad 
the 3d of Jane, 1780r- 

lhal a^copy of Iho'i^regomg resolvtiaiia - he tamismitted' to 
Thomas Chittenden, Esq., of Bennington, in the district afore* 
said, to be cpmmunicated to the people thereof.'' 
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Before the vote was taken on this ntotion, an attempt was 
made to aineiul the i'uist resolntion, and to strike out the whole 
of the rc«ohitinn relating to the determination of tlie United 
States to enforce tlie decrees which Conirress had passed on the 
enhject of the controversy. Tliese siigi^est ions were not recei ved 
with favor, and on the question to agree to the origmal motion, 
an affirmative decision was obtained. 

The hostilitv of Confrress at this time towards the leadinir men 
in Vcnnonf, was made esj»ecialij apparent in connection with 
tliese transactions. As the Secretary of War was about to visit 
his family in Masaachusetts, David Ramsay of South Carolina, 
moved a resolntion on the 10th of December, instructiog that 
gentleman " to take Vennont in his way," and carry a report 
of the doings of the 5th of December to Mr. Chittenden. Al- 
ihon^ it was urged dist such a course would insure the deli- 
Teiy of the papers, serve to conciliate the opposition, and afford 
tbB means of obtaining certain knowledge of the Yermonters, 
yet the proposition was strennonsly remsted, the opinion of many 
being tiiat snch an act would tend to degrade a high servant of 
the United States, and to give an unwarranted importance to the 
daims of Vermont to sovereignty and independence. The objec- 
tions prevailed, and as Congress appeared unwilling to make spe- 
cial provision for transmitting the resolutions, the President of 
Congress gaVe notice that he should send them to the comman- 
der-in-chief to bo forwarded by him to their place of destina- 
tion. Tlionixh they were regarded as an index of the sentiments 
of Congress, yet tlie condition of the United States, and the dread 
of the common foe tended greatly to diminish their effect. In 
tlieir letter, anTionncing the action of Congress, the Kew York 
delegates franlvly confessed that they could not *'al>s*>lntely rely 
npon the execution of tlie coercive part" of the res< >lnti<»iis. A 
pimilar opinion wa«? entertained by all who were best acquaint- 
ed with the political condition of the Union.* 

As was his custom, whenever any Tneasnre was adopted per- 
taining to hia constituents on the " (-rrants," Governor Clin- 
tcm transmitted a copy of the late resolves, to the convention 
composed of the committees of the towns of Brattleborough, 
Gtdlford, Halifax, and Marlborough. Accompanying the 

• JoarnAld Am. Cong., it. 112, IIU, lU. Madison P»pm, i. 2S8| 220, UO. 
George Clinton Tapera, in N. T. StAt« LiU» ToL xvl doo. 4d8S. Sl«de*« Vt State 
IVip«Fik pp. 177, 178. Ftopen Tebting to Yt ControT«ny, ia office S«ai Stoto If. 
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resolves, was a letter, dated the 23d of December, whoee coii- 
tente were evidently intended for the guidance and congola- 
tion of those who had been and who still were faithful to New 
York. The soitiid, energetic, and scholarly ideas of the patfiofc 
Goveniori as expressed in this thon^tfol and weU-pie|>arad 
production, were in these words : — 

^< I have the pleasore of transmitting 70a snndij resolutions 
of Congress, passed in consequence of the o otr sgsa lately eom- 
mitted bj the nsnix>ed goTenunent of Yennont on the aabyeels 
of this state in Cnmberland oonnty* I shonld have been bappj 
ooold » final determination of llie eontroTeny respecting die 
jurisdiction of the district of the New Hampshire Gnats, hftve 
been obtained; but as this oonld not at proaent be efie^ed, I 
flatter myself the present measure, as it is calculated to pre- 
serre the peace of tiukt district until sneh a decision can be had, 
and ensure justioe to our distressed feUow dtiaeDs fixr liie da- 
mages they have sustained, will prove acceptable, and the more 
especially as it evinces a disposition which promises an equita- 
ble and liivoruble i?suc to tha controversy, which i&iue 1 have 
the fullest confidence will ti e long take place. 

**You will observe that une of the present resolutions pro- 
hibits the exercise of authority by either party over the other, 
contrary to the resolutiuna of the 24t]i of September, 1779, and 
the 2d of June, 1780. Tliis repetition of the sense of Congress, 
became uoca-^^ary to remove tlio false im]trrs^ion which the 
leaders of the usurped govennnont had made on the minds of 
tlie pco])le by insinuations which you well know they indus- 
triously propagated that those resolutions no longer existed, and 
that Congress never intended to enforce them. By these means, 
they not only led many into the violent and unwarrantable 
measures which they had in contemplation, but discottraged our 
friends from a justifiable resistance. My sentiments are so fuify 
and explicitly expressed as to the line of conduct to be pursued 
by those in your district holding commissions or officea under 
this goveiimient, as to render it altogether unnecessary now to 
repeat them. The good consequences which haTe already re- 
sulted tcottk the part yon hare acted, as weQ as respect for the 
great OouncU of America, will, I am pemiaded, induce tboee 
holding commissions under thiastate^ still to persevere in paying 
a strict compliance to the recommendatioiiB ai Gongrees, by ex* 
ercifling an&ority only over &ose proteing IliemselveB to be 
subjects of, and to owe allegiance to this state. 
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'^To obviate iiiy excuse diat maj be offupod by the pretend- 
ed etate, in ea^e shonld delay oon^^ying with the leeolih 
tioD diieotiiig xeititiitioa to OoloDel CShueh and the other^enf- 
imtBf I would Buggeat the propriety of immadiately causing 
&ir aiid leamaUe aeeonnta to be made ont, of the damagea 
Boa t a in e d by them respectively ; wonld have the same attested 
to, by the partaea^ befbue a xnagistnte ; and (retaining trae 
copies)) would Imnsnut the originak by a person who will be 
able to awear to the delivery thoreofy to Thomas Chittenden, 
fiBq.r That these accounts may have every a}>pearance of truth 
and candor, I would advise that besidL's tlic attcatations of the 
party, tliey be also testilied to be just and rtjafionable, by as many 
persons of reputatiuii -ds from tlieir knowledge of the charges 
can with propriety give such certificates. 

"By the resolution directing restitution, yni will alao observe 
that the persons banished are not to be mok >tcd in their persona 
or I'Toperty on their return to their liabitatious. They would, 
therefore, be juBtitiable in returning in i mediately, but I would 
advise a delay suihcient for the jjromidgation of the resolutions of 
Congress on this subject in the district, lest insults might be com- 
mitted upon them by there volters, and ignorance pleaded in ex- 
ease. It ia probable, however^ that the resolutions will be suffi- 
ciently known before this can reach y oa» and that a further delay 
in a matter so interesting to the sufferers may not be necessary. 

« I wonld fain flatter myself with a hope of a voluntary return 
of the mass of the people in yoor eonnty to their doty and allegi- 
tnee. I am convinced that there are many in yonr county well 
attadied to the eanie of America at large, that have been led 
ftom their dnl;y aad aUegUmoe by the artfnl inainnatioos of 
deaigitiiig and wicked men, who either wiah to subjugate that 
diatriot to Britlah tyranny, or to gratify their own ambition and 
pride by eataUiahing an independency which, while it wonld 
eoricb ind aggiaadice a few, wonld diatreaa and ruin the great 
bolk of the people, llwae men I conld wiah might be recovered 
fifom their delnsion, and that the condnet of oat friends feowa^ 
them might at all times be such as shall appear most likely to 
effect so desirable an end. You must be sensible of the unal- 
terable determination of the state to secure the nihabitants tlieir 
property under whatever title it may be desired ; and should 
the late act for this purpose be defective in any pailicular, or 
subject to the least reasonable objection, T may venture to a88ure 
them, that on their disGOYeriug a disposition to return to their 
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dat^, evef7 jtttt ome'of 'cotapfaiint (If any tlfll etute) wffl be 
lieard and remored; And flue IdM I Ir&li may b«r imprcMd 
upon their ndnds,- as' wdl .'as ftk img&t to wHeh they are 
exposed by perMBVering iii tSkeLr present-mijitttifiable oppodkiott; 
Be watcfaM atf the Aame tiine 6f the conduct of thoee tluit aie 
disaffected to fhe Hbertieii 6f Ajberfea, of whon^ ftom late as 
well as former discoveries,' I ^ye the besC reason to beliere 
there arc many leading cbaraeteni in your qnfirter. 

" Tlie Legislature will meet the first Tuesday of next month 
ai KinjLCSton, and it would afford tlicm mucli satisfaction to find 
that the nic;isnres they have adopted for quiotino^ the disorders 
in the northeastern parts of this state have not proved inef- 
fectual.*** 

Sucli were the priiici]iles whicli, in the view of Governor 
Clinton, Were to he maintained by his con<stitnents. Such the 
coui-ne of conduct they were bound to pursue, until they sh«mld , 
find themi;eh'o=^ unu!)ie to withstand the collected I'orce of the 
government and people of the new state of Vermont. Bnt 
before this letter had reached its destination, or Governor Chit- 
tenden had been informed of the passage of the resolves of the 
5th of December, an event had occnrred, widiin the dispnted 
territory, which evinced the determination not only of the Ver- 
nlonters to enforce the decrees with which they had threatened 
those persons whom they had banished from the state, but of 
the YoAers also to resist the efforts made to subdue them. 

■ The retni'n of Evans had already induced the belief that the 
rigorous j^nmshtaient which had been denonnced against hini 
and h!$ comp^ions wonld not be caiti^ Into ezectttio^. This 
belief was strengthened,' and new- was* now giveil* to the 
adherents of New Torfc, by the arrival of Oblong Church and 
Hajor Shattnck. Thlft' lattier reached hito home fn Hillfto oA 
the 154 of P^mber, and on the same dlif Wfito iiifemied thai 
t!he authorities of Yermont had detiormfned' t6 dispOseeM Dani^ 
Shet>ard8on of Gnilibrd, a* sdbject of Kew Yoilr, • or pvdi hie 
honse down. Aroused by these reportsi Shattnck and a nuMbor 
Of his friends met on the evening of the 17th, and resolved to 
protect Slie})ar(ltJon from violence. Wliile prej)aration8 were 
on foot for carrying this design into execution, intelligence wtis 
received, on the morning of the 18th, of the capture of Church 
by the Vormonters. Upon this Shattuck changed his plan, pro- 

• aeotg« CliaUm Papers, in N. T. State lib., voL zri doe. 4894. 
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p\irpow<if Tlilitti<TO» «iideaT<wtd.to ams^.CoL BenjiHniii Oar- 
peaM iand » tievtain Mqor filH|wtdioDy-4lM fo«m#r ibe late 
aihiiiftaMfrl5toitow»y of - Vwaiddb, .and ;Hi€f lattitap a aiaimbk 
eupp^i«in(€^'ili alalia Foling iaiibiaiimdertaldiig^ Shai 
4mk iMidlnS'itfeiiA entered tiie 4wdKBgpi of tho«e irhom they liad 
iftl«MVt4Bd> to capture, mmd imns^' oowiitted -oih^r depi^ 
datioDB of a similar character, and rettinwd hom^ Not ooQliaiit 
Jwith the result of this expedition, Shattuck and his party made 
aTM>ther on the night of the 20th, took John Brid^man, one of the 
ji 'luv- tin- county court, prisoner, and brought him to GuiU 
foiu. < In till r>Hovving day ikidguiau vras released on pai\»le. 
By tht; tenao of tlie pfirole agreement lie was al!'>wed to visit 
the State's Attorney, thr ( i .vf^rnor, and the Council oi Vennont, 
for tiie purpose of procuring the freedom of Col. Church. 8I?ai^1<J 
he succeed, his own liherty was to ho pniTited lum,' Siiouid iie 
fail he was to return by the 2d of January, 1788. ' 

Fearing that a civil war was about to break out, Col. John Ser- 
ffimt €^ tke Yenooiit militia ordered several compaaie^ in his 
f^te^to fend<&tv0us«it Brattleborougb^-iii order,' aawaaatlter- 
■^ttlii'teUllbd iA tke^ muster roils, to anppresg insurrections and 
dwtnrbances then enbeisting in thoee paita.^ IQie Yorkm 
liitllWihHil iliiiiliiiniiil In hold their men utider arms. On the 
itoif if till Itri of D^emborythey reeeiTed iufonnatioa -tet 
tt&9^eiltt6ifi^a0ldiei9* trere prepariiigUKattack^tiieai;>^ Having 

ipfftlrniiiniiOittiii wlliHn m <iho&r maidb, weile'^ttpviBedi'bf 4 
party of UaM^M^^tlieivafbipiaMi^i^ 0Q|^o0iMl;<>#iiHteeMilM 

'persing in all dir^ctlniis^ th6^^ did n<itfdi(MMW<^*1lMll^'^rvtr dlttH 
it was too late to correct it. -ConVinced tiiiitl'BaQ.beiieSlricN^lM 
%rise to either party from the pursuit of hostile inda^res, the 
- Vermonterw OB the following day sent a messenger to the Yorkers, 
'■with pr( 'i>')-Ml'' t'>r :i treaty. T1)b Yorkers replied that, if the 
Afniiiiuis desired peacjj, they might come lo tliem and pro- 
pose Lhe Icr in <5. * .•■>•■ i I ■ ' "•■ '--^ i , K' 

ITie TT'^iiit i)t ]]\i^m ne<?otmi i< was tiie cr.nt'.rtiiat;- .n of an 
agreement wliioh had been drawn np nnd >i;_r!i< d . u the 20th, 
by Zadock Ornrnrcr, and Simeon Kd wards, in beiuilf the 
Yermont party. In the preamble to this documefrt, thv ; -Tiers 
Mmwgbi the cdaeldanitioDfl^eh had indooed th§in to «ugag6 
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in an agreement of this character ; rctVrrod to the " unliappy 
differences about the right of jurisdiction," as the cause of all 
tlio difficulties between the conflictiiig parties ; alluded to the 
probability of the " decisive determination by CoDgram^^* oi the 
long contmiied dispute ; depraoited the heetiie laeatoret whieh 
had been, and were then pinned by men who weve in armi 
against each otiier and e^meied a desire to prerent ^wm' 
chief's and miaerieei" aad to ensure peace and the publie good. 
In view of these reasons, and in cons^temtion of the engagement 
ct lite leaden of the New York piuty, that their adheralB 
dioold be immediately djepened^ aad should ^ziee no moie'' te 
dblttrb the people of Yemoat naleai molMtod by ihemf aad on 
the further eondition that ^dier Oobnel Ohnreh, or Jadge 
Bridgman ehonld retem by tke Sd of January, lT98-^ey, as 
men of hooor and influence, agreed to exert their ^ateoel 
andflttvoi^ in preventing the people of Yenooiitftom moleeting 
the New York par^ ; promiesd to infonn JoaefA Peek of Quit 
ford, a captain hi tiie New Toik miUtia, shoald any i)roe be 
sent by the Vermont pw^ to oppose the New York party 
before the Ist of February, 1783 ; and bound themselves to 
write to Governor Chittenden, requesting him to " let mattecB 
rest" according to this engagement. 

Kepairing to Governor Chittenden, Bridgman endeavored to 
obtain from hiin, and the Council of Vennont, advice as to the 
course lie should purbue in this einergenoy. But the oracles 
were dumb, and after nine days of useless exiHtstulation he 
returned. His parole was renewed on the 2d of Jaiuiary, 1 783, 
hut Ills success in endeavoring to learn the sontimeiits < '1" the 
rulers? of the etate, as to the means by which he should procure 
permanent relief, was no better on a second attempt On the 
18th of Januaiy his parole was again renewed, to continue 
^ during the good pleasure*' of Governor Clinton. The reluc- 
tance of Governor Qutfcenden to refdy eategorically to the 
inquiries of Bridgman was not fltrangeu. Ifanyof theYemioiil- 
ers in the towns where the Yorkers were most nnaiamm wete 
inclined to treat them kindly, hoping m this manner to effect 
what could not be accomplished by force. Chittniden'e Tieiwa 
towardB them were eeyere in the extreme^ £a ^ diLmwifi 
poliey diotated lilenoe. ae to his opinion of the eondition md 
eondnct of Bridgman. 

An idea of iSe peenKar chanoter of Ifaia miiqne Qoireraor, 
whO| altlumgih pariaUy deprived of sight, and for thie renaoii 
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fiuniliaiiy known la "Onie«y«d Tom," iras poeeessed of fill th^ 
peMtratkm, oommou sense, dtaretion, and poUe^^i which his 
pMdinr positioii demanded, may be obtained from a pernaal 
of one of bn ebaiaeteriatic episUea. Aa aoon aa C9i vrch— who 
bad daied to retun to tbe pboe whence be bad beien for ever 
bamhed^waa ameled, be waa delivered to CoL Stephen 
Bradley, who aent him mder a aferong guard to Chxremor Chit- 
tenden at AiUngtou. In aaawir to a nolo ftam the Colon^ 
detailing tiie reaeona of Ibe arceat, Chittenden, on the 24ih of 
December, 1782, replied : — " I reoeiYed yonr letter with the 
prisoner, and approTe of your condnct. Have sent to Colonel 
Robinson to call the Snperior court immediately for his trial, and 
I hope and trust justice will be done him. I have sent twelve 
pounds powder agreeable to your request. As to sending or 
ordering a standing force to Guiitbrd, I had raLlier ha?ig thi iii 
[the Yorker*] one by one, until they arc all extirpated from the 
face of the earth. However, I wait for the returns of tin' < tlicers 
that commanded the jmsse (which will soon be) to Bend ordere 
to the sherilf to collect the fines and cost, wdien, if they con- 
tinue obstinate, a force must accompany the sherilf sulHcient 
to silence them. I am not without hopes that the consequences 
of Church's trial will have some good effect on his connections.'^ 
Such was the aspect in which the Govemor of Yennont viewed 
the ecmdact of his opponents. 

HopiniF to obtain a remission of the pnnishment to which he 
had become amenable, Church addreesed a petition to the people 
of Vermont on the 28th of December, in which he detailed the 
reaaona which had led him to retniB. Knowing well the 
nature of the riak which he ineomd bj bia rashnewi he 
declared that hia Tiait had been inatigated not bj any contconpt 
for Btaito attthoiitjy bat by the trader feelinga" nataral to a 
pavent^ who^ when hia ihaidly are doatitate of the neeeeaariea of 
Hfb and boine down by BickneaB) deairee to relieve thev 
diatreeBea. He owned that he had at one time anbaoribed the 
^ fteeman's oath," and acknowledged that he had Babseqnently 
opposed the government of Vermont, Though studiously 
refraining Irom any confession of error, lie prayed for pardon 
and forgiveness," and that he might be " admitted to his for- 
mer freedom, liberty, and privileges." But his concessions, 
artful and non-committal, were ill-calculated to influence the 
minds of Govmior Chittenden and the C umcil in his favor; 
while the faithlesanefls to which he conl'essed, tended to lower 
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him in their estimation. " The Vormouters over the mountain," 
wrot« the committee of Guilford, on the ITth of Jaaoaiy, 
" still hold Colonel ditirch as prisoner ; and Colonel Sarao^ 
Fletcher, one of the Yehuont Gopiefl} informs us that Colonel 
Church is to be lian^d." His pwospeeta bad not imptoved in 
the beginmag of Febnuuyi I6r on the 0th of that moaUi 
Govemor Clinton, in a ietteT'to Colonei Flojd, said o£ dinrch : 
^He is atill held in doee eonfawnent and duneatened inth 
execatloa.'* On the 29d of Ilia ianiA montilL WiUiam Sbattaek 
teatified in an affldavit, tiial it irm the intentioiL of the Vep^ 
montm to eKocate 0>i. Timolih}r Clnmsh, who waa atill in eon^ 
finement in Bennington. GaoL" Thon^ nehber QoTernar 
Chittenden nor the Connoil weidd have dared to pnmiah the 
prisoner with death, yet they deemed it of advantage to pro- 
mulgate a report of this nature, hoping- thereby to intimidate 
others wlio were ready to oppose the authority of Vermont.* , ' 
The resolutions of the 5tli of December, 178§, having been 
industriously published throngliuut the extent of Vermont, 
received from those who owed allegiance to that government 
tlie fullest condemnation. I'lioiaas Frink, a pliysician, residing 
in Keene, Now TTanipshire, in detailing a conversation which lie 
iiad held in January, 1783, with Paul Spooner, at that time the 
Deputy Governor of Vermont, declared that the latter had 
avowed his determination to support and detend the state ; to 
execate its laws peremptorily ; to aid in punishing ofbnders ; 
and to act as heretofore he and hie Mends had done, 'iioMlh- 
standing tlie late eongrettional resolves. To Frink's qnnlta 
whether the Vermonters would dare to put to death :4hHa 
persona whom they had banished, provided they ahonid ratam, 
Spooner answered that the people had made Iswa^ and imld 
be fools if thej did not execute them when traaqgrcoaod. On 
the 16th of the same montii, Colonel Bradley of WeatmiiHteri 
with some of his townsmen, being in company with j iiiiiilMt 
of men from Walpole at the former place, the aiyfMMa€i4b 
party roee to so high a pitch, while diflcnflsing the mwrtl^lif 
the late Tesolvefl, diat many of Ihem danmed die Omf^r^ 
and for the toast drank their confusion, and the health of King 
George the Third of England." Bradley then asked his Wal- 
pole friends whether tliey would assist tiie Vermont party in 

* George diatou Papers in N. Y. State Lib^ toL zrii do««. 4909, 4$Vi, 4926. 
MS. Muster Rolk VariontMSfiL 
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case a continental force should be sent to enforce the decree^ 
of Congress. At the same time he declared that the Vermont 
people would resist any force which should be sent against 
them for that purpose, and that the inliabitants of Berkshire 
coimty, in Massachusetts, would aid them in the struggle. In 
language characteristic and expressive, Samuel Robinson, of 
Bennington, a leading man in the state, remarked that "the 
Yermonters are a Fixen a Pill that will make the Yorkers hum." 
Other Vermonters declared that " they would make Congress 
bite their fingers." With a similar reference to some project yet 
undefined, Phineas Freeman, an ensign in the Vermont militia, 
prophesied in January, tliat " something would turn up within 
a month more detrimental to the Yorkers than anything that 
had ever happened to them before," and added that " the York- 
ers would not be so fond a month hence of calling themselves 
Yorkers as they had been heretofore." A deposition of Charles 
Phelps confirmed these statements. Hie people of Vermont 
" are determined to fight," said he, " in opposition to the resolves, 
if any forces are sent to impel them to a submission thereto." 

In Windham county the citizens of Vermont were at special 
pains to spread reports of the measures they were prepared to 
adopt, should any demonstrations be made against them. In 
order to weaken the cause of their opponents, they endeavored 
to persuade tliem that there was no lienor in the character of 
Governor Clinton ; no faitli in the promises of Congress ; and 
that Congress possessed no ability to carry their resolves into 
execution. Tliey also asserted that New York was unable to 
defray the expenses of her militia service ; was destitute of any 
legislative acts by which to regulate it ; and that tliere was no 
provision of Congress relative to false imprisonment or banish- 
ment, which gave the right to pass such decrees as those of the 
5th of December. To these representations they added threats 
of a nature which not only excited suspicions unfavorable to 
their loyalty to the American cause, but implanted in many 
minds the belief that Vermont would become a British province 
provided Congress should endeavor to divide her territory be- 
tween the contending states, or enforce laws which she deemed 
obnoxious or unjust.. .,,,1 1..-- ^ , r f „ 1 

Tlie views of Governor Clinton at this period were ill calcu- 
lated to lessen the despondency of the New York adherents. 
" Tlie usurped government of Vermont," wrote he, on the 6th 
of Febru^-y, to CoL Floyd, then in Confess, " liJ^vc not, and I 
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may venture to assert will not, comply with the late i'e--i'hition8 
of Congrese, which their leadere feign to ti*eat with the utmost 
contempt. I am informed they openly assert that they have 
intimations from membeis of GongrasBy thai notwithstanding the 
threats held oat in the r^lutions, no coercive measures will be 
punned to enforce obedience to them. By these means the^ 
encourage their adherentB, who begin to despond, to tihe show 
of resistance." Numerous affidavits ftom reliable sources coo- 
firmed the opinions here expressed, and enforced the ooayictioii 
fliat Congress were powerless to compel obedience to die re- 
solves of the 5th of December, within the territory of the New 
Hampshire Grants. In a few instances an oppoate sentiment 
was entertained. On one occasion a certain Samuel Warriner, 
a Yermont justice of the peace, dedared ti»t he did not beUeve 
Termont could ^ stand a state" unless the leading men in her 
government should snbmit to the late determination of Congress. 

Unwilling to yield while the least chance of success remained, 
tlie convention of committees from the towns owing allegiance 
to New York assembled at Guilford on the 17th of Januarr, 
and appointed Daniel Shepardson their agent and bearer of 
dispatches to Governor Clinton. " We understand," said they, 
in one of the communications witli which he was entrusted, 
" tliat the Yermonters do not intend to pay any regard t'> the 
resolutions of Congress, and we humbly beg and pray that the 
United States will take very speedy measures that the resolves 
of Congress be put into execution ; for unless they are, we must 
of necessity fall a prej to Yermont, and we woukl inform yonr 
honors that the major part of die people this side of the moun- 
tain will renounce Yermont provided Congress will j>rotect 
them." Referring to the peculiarity of their situation, they 
acknowledged theur inabililj to act idthout giving oflRsnce, and 
as they had done on former occasions, so now, they begged his 
Excellency to point out to them Ibat course of conduct whidi 
would be of most advantage to themselves and leasi displeasing 
to their opponents. 

By the same messenger went a letter, dated the 19th of Ja- 
nuary, from fienxy Evans, one of the four against whom sen- 
tence of banishment had been passed, but who, having dared to 
return home, was allowed to remain unmolested. Companng 
the sentiments of the people of Erustem and Western Vermont, 
he observed : — " I am cr^diltly informed that the Yermont au- 
thority over the mountain holds Congress and all Uieir resolves 



Digrtized by Google 



1788.] LsnxB OF oammm to thb r xuB mm ov oohobebs. 481 

in Boorn and eontempt. The Yeimontm on this side the moim- 
lain Bay thej will adhere to Congress, though they should re- 
Bonnca Vermont" For these leasom which he deemed cor- 
net, although, as far as the majority of the inhabitants residing 
on the Connecticnt were ooncemed, thej were unwarranted and 
imtrue, for these reasons, and because of a report that the peo- 
ple in and aboat Bennington, Manchesterj and Arlington were 
threatening to nuike a hostile incursion for the purpose of 
distressing the Torkeis, he besought the GoTemor to use his 
influence to ensure the immediate enforcement of the reBolves 
of the 5th of December. To these and other siniilar earnest 
entreaties, Clinton was unable to respond fully, botli oii account 
of the timidity of the government of his own state, and because 
of the uncertainty which Congress seemed to mainfest concern- 
ing their right to enforce a conijiliance with the resolutions. 
Although cognizant, by affidavits and depositions, of many acts 
d lie in opposition to these resolutions, he was unwilling to send 
tlic y»roofs to Philadephia, lest they should be found to contain 
evidence of the evil conduct of individuals onlv, and not of the 
government of the state. Still ho did not cease to write cheer- 
ingly to his unfortunate constituents, begging them to " perse- 
vere in the line of conduct heretofore pointed out to them 
prophes^g " a favorable issue'' to their difficulties ; and assur- 
ing them that nothing that might tend to their interest should 
be neglected by him.* 

Th» opposition to the late action of Congress, though at first 
i&anifested only in the conduct of individuals, as Clinton had 
saggested, was not long in assuming a more authoritative fbnn. 
Upon the receipt of a copy of the obnoxious resolves, Governor 
, Oiittenden, in a long and elaborate letter to the President of 
Congress^ under da£d of the 9th of Januaiy, remonstrated 
against the positions therein taken, and supported his remon- 
atrance by reciting the solemn engagements^ into which Con- 
gMs had entered with Vermont ; by quoting from the letter 
which General Washington had additssed to him on the 1st of 
Jiumary, 1783 ; and by a method of reasoning which, if it was 
not entirely just, was yet plausible and dever. Referring to 
the transactiouB which had led to the passage of the resolutions 
of the i*th of December, his language w na as follows : — Ai- 

* Tftrioat M& Dflporftioiis, Affidavite, etc, in oAIm 8m. Stoto Tl George 
Cttnton Papers in N. Y. SUto Lib., vol xril does. 4909, 4910, 49S1, 4nS. Bih> 
pen MiatiDg to Yt. Cooftroniij. is office S«a^ State Y., 8Kk 
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tiioagh this Btate is not amenable to the tribonal of CongreeB for 
the management of its internal police, I, neTerthelesB, will give 
them a brief narratlTe of facts relative to thoee d^quents, in 
whose behalf CoDgress, in their resolutione of December last, 
have interpoeed. At the eeesion of the General ABsembljr of 
this state in Febrnary, 1781, a general act of amnesty was 
passed in favor of such persons, within this state, who had pre- 
viously made oppositiou to it^ authority. I p^u iliLs thoy una- 
nimously submitted to this goverumcut, and iill opposition to it 
ceased for more than one year, when the Legislature having 
ordered a certain (piota of men to bo raised in the several towns 
throughout tlu> -t;ite, for the defence of its fruntiers, evil-ininded 
persons in the t!)^vn and vicinage of Guilford, in the b»jutlierly 
part of the county of Windham, opposed tlic raising and paying 
of them; and Govcnior Clinton of the state of New York, hy 
lettei's to them and otherwise, interfered in their behalf, which 
eaused a second insurrection in this state ; and though every 
prudent and lenient measure was taken by government 
reclaim the offenders, they proved ineffectual. In the mean 
time, €k>yemor Clinton gave commissions, civil and military, 
to snndiy of thoee disaffected persons, and they had the effinoQ- 
tery to attempt to exercise the laws of the state of New Yoilc 
over the citiaens of this state, when a military force was, by the 
direction of this government, sent to assist the sheriff of Wind- 
ham coun^ in tiie execation of the laws of this state ; and the 
procedure of the court relative to the five criminals who were 
banished, and to sundry others who were amerced in pecuniary 
fines, was in due form of law. 

" The notorious Samuel Ely, who was ring-leader of the late 
seditions in tlie state of Massachusetts, a fufritivc from justice, 
was one of the banished. He had lett that state, and was be- 
ginning insurrections in this, when he was detected, and cap&» 
fuhy delivered to the sheriifof the county of Ilamjishire. in the 
state of MRSsachusctts, who, as I liave been since informed, ha© 
secured him in gaol at Bo>ton, to the great satisfaction and 
peace of that state. This same Samuel Ely, Timothy Church, 
and William Bhattuck, who were three of the banislied, had 
previously taken the oath of allegiance to tliis state, and so had 
a greater part of those who were fined ; and every one of tlie 
towns in which they resided, had, for several sessions of As- 
sembly, previous to their insurrection, been represented in tlio 
Legishitore of this state*'' Following up these statements by 



Digitized by Google 



17880 



ADDBERS OF THE GENERAL A68EMBLT. 



^83 



argaments based upon TariouB oongresnonal enactments, he 
strove to show that in the rulers of Yermont alone, was vested 
the right of exercising ^^'ovemmental powers within tlie bound- 
aries which thej claimed as tliC bounduries of the state. His 
concluding remarks related to the question of the sovereignty 
of Vermont. " Bnt adnntting," said he, " that Couf^ress liave 
a judicial anthority to control the internal police of this state, 
this state has an incontrovertible right to be heard in iis de- 
fence, as a party (in law), and shonld, on tliis thesis, have been 
cited by Congress to a hearing at their tribnnal, previous to 
their having passed tlieir resolutions of the 5th of Deccnd^er 
last, tlmt this state miglit liave had the privilege of vindicating 
its cause. But that Congress, at the special instance of Charles 
Phelps (a notorious cheat and nuisance to mankind, as far as 
luB acquaintance and dealings have been extended), should 
ix>me to a decision of so important a matter, easpariey is illegal, 
and contrary to the law of nature and nations.'^ 

Similar in tone, bnt more brief and less comprehensive, Avas 
the commimication to Congress from the General Assembly of 
Yermont, dated the 26th of Febmaiy. An expression of asto- 
nisbment at {he means by which the passage of the resolves 
bad been obtauied — an expression resembling, and probably 
suggested by, that employed by Gh>yenior Chittenden in his 
letters, served to point the closing sentence of their remon- 
Btrance. " As we have, from ike commencement of the war,'' 
wrote they, braved eveiy danger and hardship, against the 
usurpations of Britain, in common with the United States ; as onr 
inherent right of sovereignty and jurisdiction stands confessed 
upon the principles of the revolution, and implied by the solemn 
transactions of Congress, we cannot but express our surprise at 
the reception of the late resolutions of Congress of the 5th of 
December, obtained ex parte, and at the special instance of an 
infaniuu- jjuvoti." Such was the decided manner in wliich 
Governor Chittenden and the General Assembly maintained 
tlieir rights, in spite of the rage of New York and the enact- 
ments of Congress. 

Now that the government of Yermont had declared the late 
resolves obnoxious, the affidavits and depositions which Gover- 
nor Clinton had been at first nnwilling to make public were 
sent to Philadelphia. Congress became cognizant of the fact 
that the aothorities of Yermont not only, but the majority of 
the people as well, were not to be snbdned by paper edicts or 
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stem resolves. Chittenden had truly said that Yermont was 
present in the disputed district, and in the actual po8Be88io& and 
ezereiae of power, while I^ew York and CSongress were afitt oC 
Ihe Bigoificance ii hia langoage was now more pamfnll^ appa> 
rent t£an all were willing to coD&sBi* 
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Popular VrrflMitiMMlfcartfli ndpt refeom liimn ffiiin fllnllinili rimmV 
his imprMoument — ^Hi« wftgiiigi Hit rdeMe — Timothy Plwipi Hli attMttpi 

to disperse the Superior CSourt — Is sttrrottnded and surrenders his sword ct 
office— T7i« <»onfinem<>nt in the jsi! nt Bennington — T^^tt«n written ■while in 
prison — }ilaitreatment — Effects lus release — Gov. Clinton's letter to Church — 
8oeUl diiiorder in Guilford — Vermont Legislature in grand committee — Result 
of their ddilMrttiffiiii— Aet of fho General AncmUy— Sefanve of Luke Bjww^ 
ton—like ewamhiation of those engaged in tiie seixnre — Ineffectual attempt to 
take Francis Prouty — Benjomin Carpenter taken by the Yorkers~Incident»— 
Petition addressed by the Now York party to the Government of Vermont — 
Got. Chittenden's reply — More depredations— btcphen R. Bradley'e letter to 
the GnilforditeB — Head-quarters of the state troops at Brattleborough — I^iel 
AriMMft— Atteek on the inn el BreMeborongli— Oliver Wetara tekeii--]U> 
taken by JoaejA Tucker and his men — Tucker in pursuit of Timothy Phelp^^ 
Phelps taken at Hadley and carried off — Forny the sheriff of Hampshire 
county, who releases Phelpt— Tuoker and hie party tried and fined— TiMket^ 
complainU 

The Now York party in Vermont, thoTigh reduced to a mino- 
rity, weit" still unwillinpr to abandon tlieir cause. Startling 
reports <>t" negotiations between the Gnvemor and Council of 
VcniiMTit cm the one hand, and the agents of the British minis- 
try in Canada on the other ; the fliirht of Luke Knowlton of 
Newfane, and Samuel "Wells of Bratrlehorough, on the receipt 
of information of the paseage by Congress, in secret eeflsion, of 
a resolution anthorizing their amet by the Commander-in- 
chief) in consequence of " a dangerous coimpoodence and in- 
tercourse*' in which they were said to be engaged ^< with the 
enemy the constant passing and repassing of meeaengera ; the 
ftet that passports coold be obtained £rom Oorenor Ohitten- 
den which wonld giye the beam a flafe-condnet among the 
British in Oanada— these and other cjicnmstanoee induced 



Digitized by Google 



486 



HUIOBT OF SAnSBN VJEKIIOHT* 



[178S. 



V maDjr to believe that Vermont was preparing to desert tlie 

American cause, and influenced some to seek protection from 
Kew York. In the town of Putney, forty of the inhabitants 
who had formerly acknowledged the aathority of the Litter state, 
returned to their allegiance. In a petition addressed to Gover- 
nor Clinton, a number of the citizens of Hartford and Fomiret 
begged that they might be ooDsidered not as those who had 
rebelled against the best of governments,'' when the district of 
the New Ebmpehire Graots should again become subject to 
NewYofc* 

Notwithstanding the determined opposition with which &e 
goremment and people of Vermont received the reeolyes of the 
5th of December, those for whose reUef they had been passed 
were not deterred from attempting to avail themselyee of the 
rights which, according to these resolves, iIil v were entitled to 
claim. Depending on the support of Congress, a certain Paul 
Nichols repaired to Bennington and endeavored to obtain pos- 
session of a gun and a quantity of ammunition which had been 
taken from him in the month of September previous. But 
Samuel Rubinson, to wliom lie applied, denied that liis property 
had been seized ou the occasion referred to, and refused to listen 
to his application. 

Deteruiiued to await the decision of Congress, Charles Phelps 
Ixad remained in Philadelphia until the resolutions had l>een 
approved of. On the 9th of December, 1782, he set out ou lus 
return, bearing dispatches to Governor Clinton. Owinpj to a 
heavy fall of mow and the impassablenc^p of the road^;, lie did 
not reach Fuuglikeepeie until towards the close of that Tn.»nth. 
On arriving at Marlboroiirrli in January, 1783, he desired three 
of his friends to accompany him and be present when he should 
demand the restoration of his e&cts. Whatever his previous 
opinion may have been concerning the efficacy <^ the resolves 
of the 5th of December, he now became convinced that thej 
would accomplish but little unless supported by a military 
force. His demands were treated with scorn, and he found 
himself unable to obtain restitution or damages. He waa in* 
formed that his sword, which had been taken from his son's 
bedroom, was in the possession of a Dummenton man, who Had 
sworn that Phelps should never have it any otiher way" than 
by reoeivu9g it in his body. He waa also assured that a war* 

* Qmgfit GUntQa in V. T. SteU Ub^ toL ztSL dooik 4fS9^ fi05& 



Digiiized by Google 



17830 



ISB JPOUK BAIT 



Ton 



487 



rant for his arrest was now in the hands of a Yennont depn^) 
and that he was liable to be taken at any moment For greater 
seenritj, he left hb home and familj and took, np his reeidenoe 
in Gnilfordy the stronghold of the Kew Yoik party. Here he 
remained during Boveral months, and to this town he often 
resorted at a later period when safety oonnseUed concealment* 

Of the fonr Yorkers who had 
been banned ftom the state and A 



some reason not apparent, allowed to romaiii unmolested, tliough 
he still preserved hig fonncr views, refused to 8ul)init to tlie 
claims of Vennunt, acknowledged the aiithorify of i^ew York, 
and maintained a friendly correspondence with Grovemor Clin- 
ton in belialf of him- 
self and hig associates. 



than two months, re- 
entered thestateon tlic 

15tli of December, 1782, and there remained among his friends 



PonghkeepBie. His transactions with the Governor being ended, 
he retnmed home early in Febmary, bat had hardly become 
reinstated in his honse when he was informed that a party, 
employed by the express order of the pretended Superior 
court, in that district of country called the New Hampahue 
Grants,'' were on the alert to arrest him. He accordmgly fled 
to Gnilford, confident that the Yermonters conld not raise a 
force on the east side of the mountains sufficient to apprehend 
him while he continued under the protection of his friends in 
tliat town. But he did not remain here long. Being desuous 
of notifying to Governor Clinton the condition of himself and 
hito iViundti, lu iigaiu visited Poughkecpeic, where, on the 22d 
of Fcl>i uai y, lie made a formal deposition before Robeil ^Morris 
of such facts as lie deemed import<ant. A fuw days later he 
was sent with dispatches to Philadelphia. Although a warrant 



• George Clinton Pajiers in N. Y. SUtc lib., ToL xvii, do<» 48»7, 4898, 4909, 
6u09. DepusitioQB of Charles Fhelpai 



deprived of their property, Henry 
Evans, as has been already stated, 
having dared to retnni, was, for 
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for his arrmt was in the hands of the proper officer, yet so long 
88 he prudently relruiied from rendering himBclf obnoxious to 
the laws of YermoiLt by special «ct8 of disobedience, he was 
allowed to hold communioatioii witih his family without being 
moletMd.* 

The aufferings of 
Timothy Chnrdi, as 
y^ y^ has been previonsly 

C ^ J/- yfl^ / Bhown, were more in 

^•^Jt^ft^/ip fTU^^ aeeoffdanee with the 

^ dennneiationB with 

which he and Liw friends liad been threatened in the sentence 
of the Superior court. Having returned to Brattleborough on 
the 15th of December, 1782, he was seized on the 22d, iu Lid 
own lioiiBe, by a party of armed men, acting under the author- 
ity of Vermont, and taken to Westmingter, where he was 
handcuffed and placed in jail. On the day following his arrest 
he wa8 ironed, and conveved across the mountains to Arlino-ton. 
On reaching this place his irons were removed, but on being 
bronglit before Governor Chittenden he was again shackled by 
direction of that official, and committed to the jail in Benuim:;- 
ton. For the first half week of his confinement he was kept in 
icons botii by night and by day. During the four succeeding 
days his irons were taken off in the morning and pnt on again 
at evening. Subseqnently these restraints were entirely re- 
moved. Being regarded with especial distrust, since by his 
own confession he had opposed tie officers of Vermont after 
snbseribing the freeman's oath," a petition, in which he beg- 
ged to be released, was viewed with but little favor by the 
Governor. Bnt the temper which it displayed was regarded 
by some of the state Oonndl as a ikvorable indication, and pro> 
bftbly secured for him milder treatment than nnder other cir- 
eiunstanees he wonld have received. With &e design either 
of extorting a large sum of money from his friends for his ran> 
som, or of fordng him to an unconditioDal submission, or of 
intimidatij^ others who might be inclined to disobey the Iawb 
of Yermont, a report Wte dSneminated that he was to be exe- 
cuted, and he was advised to prepare for the fatal hour. The 
currency which this rumor obtained is evident from its fre<iueut 

« 

* George CiiaUm Papers in N. T. State lib., voL z?iL dooa. 4909, 4910^ 494L 
Depotiiion. 
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re]H titi m in the letters written by varioua citizenB of Vermont 

at that peril ><!. 

At the emi ol" a mouth and a half the soHtude and misery of 
continement was made more tolerable by the presence of a friend 
— a political prisoner like himself — and from that time until 
the hour of his release, he found intelligent sympatliy in the 
company of Timothy Phelps, the deposed sheriff of Oumberiand 
coanty. Wearied with vain attempts to propitiate the govem- 
ment of Vermont, Timothy Ghnreh and Timothy Phelps deter- 
mined to notify to Governor Clinton their condition, in the hope 
of obtaming some relief through his interpoeitioiL The docn- 
ment in wMch they made known tlieir attnadon and projects 
was dated the 38tli of March. It was drawn by Charlea Fhelpa, 
and abounded in att tiiat fblaomeneea of dietbn and redundancy 
of ezpresflion, by which both hia compoeitiooa and conTenation 
were diadnguiahed. Though intended eapedally fbr the peru- 
eal of {he firat person named in the direction, it was addraaed 
to Hie ExceUency GoTemor Clinton, Hk Exeelleney General 
Washington, and to the Honorable Continental Congress as the 
Snpremo Council of the United States of America." Of the 
various topics discussed in this memorial — some of tlicm wholly 
irrelevant and many of tliem unimportant — ^the most interesting 
to the ])rigoner8 were, witlmnt (Iniibt, those which related to n 
tlieif s?iuiati<.»n and the means hy which they could obtain relief. 
The dppoription of their condition was sniiiciently gra])liic. 
TTiey are cuiitiruM], wrote the aTiianuensis, ''in the nasty, scan- 
dalous prison, erected I v tlmt detestable and most rebellious 
people, called the YermiMitera, in Bennington." In summing 
up the causes of their unhappiness, the same fertile pen declared 
it to be immeasurably disgraceful for them to be compelled to 
suffer imprisonment **6om that vile nest of detestable, sedi- 
tious Termonters," more eepecially at that period " when the 
triumph of the American arms" was adding tranacendent lustre* 
to the honor, dignity, and grandeur of the arms of their gloi$*- 
oua alliea both by eea and land ; reflecting lasting honor on tkO' 
power, virtue, and courage of the house of Bourbon ; and as- 
aerting the hcoor, eetablifl^iog the grandeur, and etmiaing: the 
dignity and glory of his moat Chidatiiin mijealy'a trinmyHant: 
flag.** 

Sentimenla and worda like theae^ although they might haTC 
been hailed aa patriotic bad ihey originated elaewhere, not 
serve to aid thoae for whoae ben At lliey were intendeds On the? 
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eantnujyit was notieed that from the dayon which fhiB gimndi- 
loqnent application was drafted, die jailer refused to supply 
Colonel (^urch with food. Bnt his friends did not desert 1^ 
in this emergency. The ^ good people of Gmlford " eontribated 

from their wasted estates liberally for his snpport; and from 
the money which they sent him he was enabled to supply liis 
wants duriiii^ ihe remainder of liis contincment. From the Itjt- 
ters which the prisoners themselvejj wrote while at Bennington, 
it is clear that the life they there led must have been odious in 
the extreme. " Our estates," said they, in a joint comtauni ca- 
tion to Governor Clinton, dated the lOtli of Apiil, our estates 
— everything that we had — are seized and sold; our families 
are in the greatest want ; destruction has seized our habitations, 
and we are left by our masters to perish in prison. Thi-^ has 
befallen us because we have been true to Congress, and faitlifol 
to the state which we have ever been in. If there is any pros- 
pect of our being released from this stinking jail, we should be 
glad to know it, for we cannot stand it much longer. We came 
home under the royal law of Congress. That law Vermont 
pays no regard to, and without speedy help we shall sicken and 
die." In another letter to the same gentleman, dated the lat 
of May, " It seems hard," they wrote, " that officers of a sove- 
reign state, who have jeoparded their lives in the high i)lacee 
of the field* against the powers of Great Britain, ehonld be 
kept in dose prison by enemies of the United States againat 
the royal law Oongress." Though in terms like these they 
bewailed their misfcntanes, yet they were not ignorant of the 
conditions on which release conld be obtained. To . submit to 
these conditions was, however, a hnmiliatton to which tar a 
long time imprisonment seemed preferable— a disgrace, tihe 
indignity of which was only to be incurred when all hope of 
relief from other sources had failed. 

Baling the late session of the General Assembly, a law had 
been enMted on Hie S4th of Febroary, intwded to fteilitate tlie 
return to their allegiance of those who were desirous of again 
becoming subjects of Vermont. In the preamble of the act a 
suggestion was entertained, that some of those persons who had 
lately been convicted "of conspiring and attempting an invasion, 
insurrection, and public rebellion" against the state, and had been 
banished therefor, were " penitent and desirous of returning to 

* Jnd^ chap. Y. r. 18. 
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their duty." To this was added a declaration that the Aesenibly 
were desirous at all times ofsliowiiig mercy, provided it could 
be di>ne consistently with tlie jnihlic ^nfcty. On tliese grounds 
tlie Governor and Council were fully authorized and empow- 
ered," in the words of the act, " upon application to them made 
during the adjournment of this Assembly, to pardon any of tlie 
said pencils who have been banislied from this state bj the 
Supreme court, as aforesaid, in as full and ample a manner as 
this Assembly could do if convened." At the same session 
another act had been passed, granting pardon to Timothy 
Church who had been found goilty of treaaon," bat who had by 
his own petition declared his ^sincere and hearty penitence, 
and a determination to behave orderly and snbrnissiye" in ease 
he shonld^receiTe foigiTenessf Ihe condition of pardon and of 
the remission of the sentence passed upon him in the month of 
September, 1782, was the payment of all costs which had 
accmed in consequence of his trial and imprisonment 

Aware of these legislatire provisionB, and weaiy of prison 
life, Colonel Church at length applied for his release. In answer 
to his application, Governor Chittenden infonned him that, to 
obtain a discharfre. he would be obliged to give his bond with 
surety for the i)<i\ laent to the treasurer of Vermont of £20 10*. 
lawl'ul money <»! Massachusetts, the sum due for costs of trial; 
and j)ay jB-i 11^^. for seven weeLs' board in jail. To these terms 
he c< »ii>* Tited, and on the 16th of May left a prison where he had 
dra^rged out nearly five montlis of confinement in cold, want, 
and pain. During the period of liis bain'sliment, his fann'ly ha*l 
been permitted to reside upon and im])rove liis farm, by the 
permigsion and indulgence" of the state. Tlie same privilege 
was now accorded to liim. But his whole estate was still 
rs^|;arded as confiscated, and levies were not unfrequently made 
upon his cattle or his household goods, whenever a collection 
was to be made to replenish the treasury of the state. In a 
deposition which he made on the 24th of June, referring to the 
sufferings to which he had been subjected, he stated tliat, " al- 
though no fornud regular charge" bad been exhibited against 
him, he was satisfied that ^' tlie only cause for which he was 
apprehended and confined was his returning home after he had 
been banished," and that the cause of his banishmrat was the 
acceptance of a commission from the state of Kew York. On 
the same occasion he affirmed his loyalty in the most poeitiye 
manner, declaring that he never did acknowledge himself to 
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owe alle^^ance or suhjecrion to tlie pretended state of Yermont, 
but, on tlie contrary, had ahvap, pinee t)ie first attempt to 
establisli that pretended state, claimed himdelf to be a subject 
of the Btate of New York/'* 

At the close of his imprisonment at Westminster, Timothy 
Phelps with his three associates, on the 4th of October, 1782, 
had been carried across the Connecticut into New Hampshire, 
and there banished for ever from tlie state of Yermont, the 
penal^ to be deaUi in case he should return. Finding himself 
£ree to travel anywhere except within the prohibited district, 
Phelps bent his coarse southward, and on reaching Hadley, 
MaasiM^iisettB, tarried there awhile at the honse of his brother 
Charles. Thence he proceeded to Norwich landing, Connecti* 
cut, and was there residing with a brother-in-law when he heard 
of the passage of the reeolves of the 5th of December. "With 
full faith in the efficacy of their provisions he retnmed home in 
the latter part of January, 1788. The rejoicings of his famOj 
on this occasion were heartfelt and triumphant. ^Tliev not only 
believed their trouble^ ended, but wore confident that their 
ibrtiuies were luude; that the estates wliich had been confis- 
cated would be restored ; and that inuneiise dainaf^es would be 
awarded for false iinprisunment, bani.-hiiient, and threats of 
death. Tliougli it is hardly possihle that anticipations as briglit 
as tliese couhl have met their full reahzation from any act of the 
people or governiii( i;t of Yermont, yet it is hiorhly probable tliat 
Phelps, had he remained quietly on his farm, would have 
suffered little or no molestation. Bat such was not his nature. 

On the 4th of February, a sesuon of the Superior coort was 
held at Marlborough. The presence of the judges in his own 
town, before whom he had been tried and found gnilt^, and 
from whom he had received sentence of banishment, aronaed 
within the breast of Phelps that old feeling of hatred, which 
absence from the scenes in which it had been most exercised bad 
tended in some degree to abate. Confiding in the power under 
which he acted, and oompletelj assured that no body of men 
daiming to be Americans would dare to disregard the decreea of 
the highest council in the United States, he boldly entered the 
court'honse on the second day of the session, armed and garbed 
as a sheriff deriving authority from the state of New York. 

♦ George Clinton Papers, in N. Y. State Lib., voL xvii. docs. 4951, 5009, 6066, 
SIOS. A0liG«ii.AMLYt,Feb., ms. fikd^li Yt StftU Papere. pp. 467, 47a 
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Having reached a eommaiidliig poaitioii, he reminded the court 
that thej were ezerdsiDg a usnrped authority, and referriog 
to liieir action on a former occasion touching himself, demanded 
of them foil and ample restitation for the injuries he had sns- 
tauDied hj hanishment, by the confiscation of his property, and 
by the loss of personal libertf . He then took from his pocket 
the resolves of Congress, but had hardly commenced reading 
when ho was intemxpted by the chief judge, the Hon. Hoses 
Bobinson of Bennington, afterwards GoTomor, who exclaimed : 
— ^^'What supercilious arrogance have we here! Sheriff, take 
that disorderly man into custody I We are not subject to the 
authority of Congress!" Tliese woiJb, pronounced with emo- 
tion, and in a voice corresponding with a scene so strange and 
unexpected, tlirew the whole house into confusion, and put an 
end at once to the business of the court. 

Sliaring in the astonishincnt which was visible in every coun- 
tenance, and confounded at the audacity of the veritnble sheriff 
of Cumberland county, the Vermont sheriff, Dr. Klkauah Day, 
hesitated whether to obey the order or not. Noticing this 
indecision, Phelps, whose natural bearing was dignified and 
manly, drew himself up to his full height, and elevating his 
powerful voice, commanded, " in the name and by the anthoiv 
itj id the state of New York, and of the Continental Congress, 
the unlawful assemblage before him, forthwith to disperae.'' 
T3ie courage manifested in ibe attitude he had assumed, sns- 
tamed as was boldly dauned by a power capable of making 
itMlf respected, was not without its effect on the audience. 
However the authorities of Vermont might despise and resist 
the UwB of New York, they could not be blmd to the fact that 
on many occasions Congress had been the sheet«nchor of their 
hopes, the promoter of their welfare, the defender of tiieir 
hMtrths and homes. For a moment, reflections like these 
seemed to pervade the thoughts of all present. The Vermont 
sheriff, as lie Btood confronting the man who claimed his title 
and office, seemed perplexed. At this juncture the voice of 
Judge Robinson was again heard : — Sheriff, do your duty ! 
Imprison the convicted traitor!" Commanding the populace 
to render their asHi&tance in case he bhuuld require it. Dr. Day 
drew his sword of office and j^rejjared to make the aiTest 
Phelps sceiiiLT tliat resistance would l)e useless, that popular 
feeling was against him, and that there were none preseTit to 
support liim in case he should attempt his own defence, quietly 
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awftited the result. The sheriff approached. *^ What Is your 
will, fiirf demanded Phelps, as he laid his hand on the hilt of 
his sword. ^^Yon are inv prisoner, disarm jonrself f replied 
the sheriff. While engaged in unbuckling his sword-belt, 

Pliclps turned towards the crowded assemblage and said, " Fel- 
low-citizens of Cunibtrliiiid county, your sheriff is deserted ; his 
lawi'iil authority is disobeyed; I yield to brute force." xVd- 
dresfeing, then, the officer, he reminded him that the usurped 
authority under which he acted, would, in all pmbuMlity, be 
of phort duration ; that Congress were willing, ready, able, and 
bail I'iedged their honor to execute their decrees ; and that a 
terrible ri'ti-il>ution fi»r the deeds of that day would sorni over- 
take liiin and the mastei^ he Hcrvod. With tlic-^e sentimenta 
on his lij)S, Phelps placed the hilt of his sword in the hand of 
his opponent, and yielded himself a prisoner. 

While the sheriff was bearing him olf, the populace, the ma- 
jority of whom were his near neighbore, followed in disorderly- 
procession. Though np to this hour they had been in the daily 
practice of interchanging with him the civilities- of friendship ; 
though many of them had often received assistance and kind- 
ness at his hands ; thougli some were even then living on farms 
which they had obtained by his aid— forgetting these favors, 
they were now foremost in heaping condemnations npon him, 
on acconnt of his political offences. As Ihey crowded aronnd 
him, they gazed at him with the same sort of curiosity in their 
looks and actions, as they would have shown had he been a 
chained lion, just taken from the forest, whom his keepers were 
conveying to his cage. tTntil a decision shonld be made as to 
his fntare treatment^ Phelps was placed in the guard-house at 
Marlborough. Opinions were various as to the course which 
should be pursued towards liim. lly e^ouic he was adjudged 
guilty of death, since he had i tudered himself liable to the 
penalty dcninmced against him in case he should return. Tliere 
is a tradition that he was even sentenced to be hung; that he 
was informed bv thotic wlio came to visit him that his doom was 

4' 

fixed ; that the rabid lan«j:uai(e of the multitude, which he was 
compelled to hear, justitiod the sacrifice that \vm to be made; 
and that the retlections natural to one placed in a condition so 
solemn as wiis his, were di8tur])cd hv the sounds which echoed 
from the blows of the workmen as they fashioned in the jail- 
yard the gallows on which the traitor was to die. 
Happily for all parties, gentler counsels prevailed. Fmdence 
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or hnmanity dictated another course. Before the court had 
doeed their MeBkm, the sheriff received an order ^to tranBport 
TSmoihj FhelpS} by the nearest and most conveiiient route, to 
Bennington jail, and commit him to the keeper thereof to await 
the former order of the law in his behalf.'' He remained dur- 
ing the rest of the week at Marlborough, under the care of a 
guard of anned men, who at the end of that time escorted him 
across the mountains, and on the 11th of February lodged him 
in Bennington jaiL Thus was Timothy PheliJ^, in the dead of 
a Vermont winter, incarcerated in a cold and cheerless prison 
with common felons. He was not, however, entirely deprived 
of eynipathy. In tJie cc»ui])any of his friend and lellow-sulferer, 
Timothy Church, he passed many an liour which would other- 
wij^e have been devoted to the most mourntul relk'Ctions. Be- 
iriL' |M'ruiitted to maintain a corres})OiHienee, lie he^niled his 
moments bv writing: to his familv, and to others wliom lit l>e- 
lieved interested in his condition. From the tirst letter which ho 
wrote, jointly with Col. Church, to Grovenior Clinton, and from 
the petition jjrawn hy liis father, Charles Phelps, which accom* 
panied it, extracts have been already given* Anotlier conimur 
nication from the pen of the latter gentleman in behalf of the 
prisoners, bearing date the Sth of April, shows that Church was 
not alone in being thrown upon his friends for suppoi t. " My 
eon has again sent to me for more money to sabsist hi^iaelf upon 
in prison.;^ wrote CSiarles Phelps, how I can get it I know not." 

It is from the letters of Timothy Phelps himself, however, that 
a tme idea may be formed of his condition while in the jail at 
Bennington. ^ You must excnse my scrawl for I wrote it on my 
knee,'' he remarked at the dose of a letter to Oovemor Clinton, 
dated the 1st of May. ¥l meet with iosnlt on insnlt,'' wrote 
be in another portion of the serawL Yermont authority have 
seized and sold all my goods, chattels, and estate, and they 
keep me close confined in jail without any kind of support 
My money is all gone, and I live upon the charity of my 
friends. My iuniily ure put to the greatest straits. My heallh 
decays, and when hot weather comes I don't know what I shall 
do. T!ie officers of Vermont tell me that I shall be in jail to 
all eternity unless I petition to their Governor. I tell them I 
will see them all damned before T will, without Congress shall 
make them a state. It is to mv own masters I stand or falL'* 
Proving thus his loyalty both by his words and his deeds, he 
besought Clinton to inform him whether there was any proba-- 
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bOity that Oongrees would make anj ezertioDS to etdbm tto 
^< royal law" of the 5th of Beoember last, trustiDg to which he 
had retnmed in spite (tf the sentence of banishment whieh had 
been passed upon him.* 

In a snbseqnent commnnieation, he again reminded Oovemor 
Clinton of the losses he had sostained, and of the privatioDS lie 
was enduring in consequence of his attachment to New Yoiic 
Then referring to the last attempt that Congress had made to 
relieve the subjects of tliat state, he exclaimed: — "If the au- 
thority of thirteen sovereign btiitee cannot put one law in force 
80 ju&t as this is, too — a law built on holy writ — the Lord have 
mercy on them I" " I am in a much worse bit nation," he added, 
**than Col. Church was. Tliey have ruined and undone me, 
and now tliey seek my life to take it away. I cannot con?»is« 
tently with my oath do anything towards petitioning the autho- 
rity of Ycrmont, before I hear from my Governor. Tlierefore, 
if there is no beam of hope that Congress w^ill ever put that law 
, in force, I wish I might know it. Then the world will know 
that the anthority of Thomas Giiittenden, Eeqmre, is aboye that 
of all tlie rest of America." 

The meat which Phelps was compelled to eat was that whlob 
had been condenmed as unfit for others. Th^ ornelty of the 
treatment he experienced^ and the loathsomeness of the prisoii, 
lednced hhn to *^a low, languishing, and sieklj condition,'' 
which led him to apprehend that death would soon pat an end 
to his troables. Not content with snbjecting their prisoner to 
the rigors of cold, hunger, and confinement, some of his mote 
thonghdess persecutors often amosed themselves hj revilhig 
Congress, and corsing the troops of the United StMs in 1^ 
presence, for the purpose of engaging; him in an argoment 
On one occasion the sheriff of Bennington oonnty came to him 
in the dead of night, and told him he was to be hanged in du 

• Tlie letter from which the above extracta have been made, vit^-^ f.vun.i by 
John D. Foada, at a town-meeting in ** Hooaiok Dia^ict," a few days after it was 
written, "pMiiBg freoi hand to luuid*" and wm bj liim ftnrwM to ili 
tion. la Um note irUdi h* Mnt with it, dated May 8th, 1783. he add ▲ hw 
days ago I sent some money to CoL Church, understanding his necessity in gaol* 
and T believe the withm lett<»r was monrit to bo friv<>n to me to s^nd to r-'rir 
ExceUency. The prisoners not only receive hard u^^-R^r and thr<»fttj«. but jire 
sometimea thirty-six boon, as I hear, without anything to sAtiely tiieir oraving 
appetitML I wmdd ]i»t« goM myidf to tee g«atliai«i|, Vnt« to toO ytmr 
JEbBoellency the tratb, it is not lafe fbrme to go to the gaol to wapputi i^tn,* 
Qeoige GUnton Fftpenia N. Y. Stoto lih., toL x?iL doe. MMS» 
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or four days. " I am snrprked," remarked Phelps with compo- 
sure, " that you should presume to execute the high-sheriff of 
the oooBty of Cumberland, in the state of New York, which is, 
bj the grace of God, free and independent," Thia answer 
enraged the Yermont sheriff, and a violent discussion ensaed, 
which ended in a repetition of the threat with which the con- 
▼enation had began-^ threat intended onlj to frighten. Hop- 
ing to obtain, at least, temporaxy relief, Phiips reminded Judge 
Bobinson of the disregard paid to the resolves of CoogresB by 
the very cmelfy with which he was treated. But the Judge 
informed him that lie looked upon Congress with th^ utmost 
disdain, and asked him how he oonld suppose the people of 
Yermont oonld do otherwise than coincide in this sentiment 

During his oonfinement he was sometimeB visited by Ethan 
Allen, whose tyrannical manner, always unpleasant, was parti* 
cularly distasteful to the imprisoned officiftl of Cuiiil)orliind 
county. Willi his accustomed oath, as faiailiar to lii^ lips as 
"By the Etenial" is said to liavo been to the lips of Jackson, 
Allen would often ewear before him tlmt "he wtudd march 
into Albany with his Green Mountain Boys, and set np nv.*] he 
absolute monarch of all America." His langiuiL,^'' on other 
occasiftns was mingled with that bitter sarcasm so peculiar to 
liimself, and eo forcible when he chose to employ it. " Con- 
gress cannot release you," said he to Phelps; swear they 
can't" " I have written largely," he continued, " concerning 
the rights of Vermont in books that have been published to the 
world) and I have also written a remonstrance against these 
resolves of Congress. All the world knows that Congreps can't 
break np states, mudi less this state which is the oldest in 
America." " Yon have called on your god Clinton," he added, 
in a manner aa taunting as was that employed by £3ijah towards 
tlie prophets of Baal, ^ you have called on your god Clinton till 
you are tbed. Call now on your gqd Congress, and they will 
answer you as Clinton has done." 

Spring had passed, the summer had begmi, and the suffer- 
ings of Phelps, whose condition would have been comparatively 
comfortable had he been treated Uke a oonmion prisoner, had 
become almost intolerable. Alien had counselled him to apply 
to Governor Cliittenden for relief, and the silence of Governor 
Clinton, of ^vlioJn Plielps had asked advice, was construed aa 
favru ing this course. At tliis juncture he was visited by Ids 
wile, who, with her iniant six weeks old, and her brother a boy 

a2 
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of sixteen, had crossed the niountAins on hoi-sseback for tlie pur- 
pof^e of etl'eeting the Hberatioii of her liubband. The ap]>eal 
which she itiude to Dr. Joseph Fay, in behalf of the priisouer, 
was not without effect. "Let him now," said the Doctor, 
" ahaodon those who have abandoned him ; adhere to the laws 
emanatiiig from an authority able and willing to protect him ; 
and give ns his word of honor that he will do so, and he maj 
be asBUred that he will tliercupon be liberated from prison and 
protected in his rights/' Having determined to obtain hia re- 
lease, if poflBible, Phelps presented to the Cfonncil of Yennont^ 
who were then convened at Arlington, a petition in which he 
prayed to be dischaiged from the sentence of the oonrt which 
had been passed upon him in September last, and promised 
^allegiance and obedience" to the laws of the state. The 
Council required him to pay the costs of the trial which had 
resulted in his imprisonment, together with the charges arising 
from his commitment and support, and to give a bond with 
large security for his good behavior. With these terms he 
complied on the 24th of June, and thus was ended an imprison- 
ment whose eftects, both on the body and the mind of the sul- 
ferer, ceased only with Lia iile.* 

On the IStli of June, Charles Phelps was inforined that a 
number of the people of Vermont were coming with an ar?iiod 
force to seize him and others, wiih the intention of contininor 
tlieni in tlie jail at lieiHiiiiL':t< n. To avoid the danger he Hed 
to Foughkeepsie, and, in u deposition drawn by Governor Clin- 
to?), <lcclared his belief tlnit there was a plan on foot to arrest a 
number of the principal persons opposed to " the pretended 
state,'' in order that the collection of Vermont taxes might be 
rendered more easy. On the same occasion, 'fimothy Church 
coomiitted to writing an account of the indignities he had been 
compelled to suffer. As a result of the information thus com- 
municated, Governor Clinton, on the 24th of June, addressed to 
the latter gentleman, who was about to return to CrumberUuid 
counfy, a letter of advice in these words : — 

"In consequence of the communications which have been 
made to me by Hr. Phelps and yourself, with respect to the 
present utuation of the subjects of this state in Cumberland 

♦ MS. Narrative of the Pheipe FaTnily. MS. Dej>09ition of T. Phelp*, Fob y Tth, 
1784. Records of Yt ConncH. George Clinton Papera in N.Y, State Lilx, yoL 
xrii doo& 4^oi», bOo^, &04i, b\)M» 
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coanty, and the dangen whicH they appear to be threatened 
withy I would adyise 70a in case of an attempt by the nanrped 
government of Vermont to compel obedience and anbmisBion 
from any perBooa claiming to be anbjectB of this state, to call 
oat yonr regiment nnder the militia law, and, by opposing force 
to force, endeavor to quell the insurrection : and if any of the 
inhabitants professing to be subjects of this Btatc shuuld be 
made pristmers by the authority of the usurped government, I 
would advise you to retaliate by taking as many of the insur- 
gents, and detaining tJiem under secure conduct <as lit)Htairej», 
until the matter can ])e repressented to Congress. In order tliat 
you may be prepared to defend youi-selves against tlicse vio- 
lences, it now becomes your duty particularly to see that your 
regiment is properly provided :ind equipjK'd ^vith arms and 
animunitinn, agreeable to tiie directions of the militia law. I 
would, at the same time, again impress you with the propriety 
of still atiictljr observing the reaolutions of Congress^ recom- 
mending peace and forbearance, and that jou in nowise be the 
aggressors, and would earnestly advise you to use every pacific 
mean consistent with the obligation of allegiance to this state, 
for preventing matters from being bronp^t to a decision by 
arms, and that in no instance yon recnr to force, nnlees yonr 
persons or properties are in certain immediate danger. Taking 
dne care at die same time to guard against sorprise, I shall 
take the earliest opportunity of transmitting to Congress the 
depositions of yonndf and Mr. Phelps, informing of Uie treat- 
ment yon and Mr. Timothy Phelps have recmved from the 
usurped goTemment, and I hare no donbt that Congress will 
discover die necessity of their immediate interference for your 
relief and protection, agreeable to the public faith eolemuly 
pledged in their resolutions. 

From tlie communications made to me by tlie delegates 
of this state, I liave reason to believe that if the attention of 
Congress had not Ijcen necessarily diverted from the snbjeet, 
first by the deranged state of our jjublic affairs, and after- 
wards by the grcnt event of a peace, tliey would ere tliis 
have taken measures for enforcing oltedicTiro to their re- 
solutions, and have determined as to the boundaries of the state. 
And I flatter myself the question will yexy soon be resumed 
and decided. 

" There are many ccmsiderationB which I forbear repeating, 
and which should induce ns to rest the determination of tbds 
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matter with Congrats, in whose jiutice we ought to have llie 
fbUest eonfidenoe, and who can oomiiMDd the Ibfoe of the 
United States to eany Uieir decidona into affeot'^ 

Such waa tlie language in wMefa Qirrmat Clinton andaar 
Tored to ralieve the despondency of men, who^ like Chnroh and 
the Phelpeea, were daily subjected to indignitiaa or derision on 
account of their loyalty to New Yofk. 

Daring the snnmier of 1788, althoogh no onlbrsalDs worthy 
of espeoial noto oecurred between tiie two partiea, yet tbetr ana- 
picions of one another increased daily. In Qtiilfcwd the YoA- 
ers held the power and prevented tlie Vermonters from execut- 
ing their laws and collecting tuxes. I'm tluis exercise ul author- 
ity did not prevent the Vermonters iiom maintaining a cor- 
n's] x^ndence with the state government. By means ot* couiiuit- 
tees. the Council were informed ^>i the movements of the oppos- 
iuix party, nr\<\ a km iwlcdi^e of thirt communication served as a 
partial clu'ck up»ni the c iTKUictof the ^<w-krr^. The result of 
gufh a condition of affairs was mutual terror and distrust. 
Arms were carrie<l — by the bold openly for assault when oppoi^ 
tunity offered, by the timid secretly for defence when necessity 
compelled. Honses were divided— the father upholding the 
jurisdiction of New York, the sona maintaining the snpremacy 
nf Vermont Friendahips the moat intimate were disturbed. 
The word neighbor carried no meaning with it beyond tlie idea 
of oontigoity. The physician could not yisit hia patient in 
eafetf nnleea protected by a pass. Tbm minitler of the gCMpel 
failed to enforce the doctrine of Christian charity on die henla 
of men who knew none ibr one another. Lettaia from QoYcmor 
CSuttenden were clrcnlatod by the one party, denonncmg the 
ecTereat retribution npon those who ^nld diarcgard the laws 
of Vermont Wends of enconxageoNflit isBmng from Gov e rnor 
Clinton were repeated by the o£er party with graat unction, 
and better timee were prophesied when Congress should enforce 
the claims of New York. Handbills, inflammatory in nature 
and nnconciliatory in spirit, were posted on tavern, and on 
dwelUnL', and on fence ; were seen peering from the p<»ckfta of 
sturdy tanueni; and were thrust under doors at night to be 
picked 11 [) and read in the morning. Social order was at an 
end. The larm and the workshop were neglected. Hnf for the 
mutual suspicion that lurked in every eye aud burned lor utter- 

* O«ors« Cainton F^^n in N. Y. Stftte Lib., vol zrii. doon 0104, H0^ 610a^ 
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anee on ^veiy tongne, one wonld Inye anppoeed that an Indian 
foroe waa expeotedi as in aailier times, that had Towad to 
ravage the fields, bom the Tillage, and miuder the people. 
Sometimea the Yeimont aathoritieB would detmtlne to arrest 
a ^ Tiolent YorkerJ* A soene.of oonftiBion would ensue resem- 
bling tbo beginning of a civil war. The pay-rolls, which are 
Btill preserved, bear witness to the frequency of the callb made 
upon the soldier)' on both sides of the mountains to gu on an 
expedition to assist the sherifi' in Windham county." 

The resigtance of the New York party had now assumed a 
form bo determined, that the goveruineiit of Veniiuut were 
convinced, that, unk^ss speedy and stringent measures were 
taken, results would follow which might be fatal to the well- 
being of tlic state. At the autmunal session of the Legislature, 
the condition of the state was the priucipal topic of discussion. 
To ascertain the views of all to whom the administration of the 
government had been entrusted, the Governor, the Council, and 
the General Assembly united in grand oomniittee on the 22d 
of October, and in this capacity held a long and serious consul- 
tation . Foicible resistance was deemed the only remedy which 
could be applied with any hope of success, and the measures 
leeommanded were oonseqnenUy of this nature. The r^iort of 
the committee waa readily adopted by tho General Assembly, 
and an act waa passed for die purpoae of raising one hundred 
able, effective men to assist the civil authority in canying into 
esraeution the law in the southern part of the county of Wind- 
ham.'* In the preamble of this act it waa stated that a number 
of persons living in the southern part of the aforesaid county, 
had banded together to oppose sheritib, constables, and col- 
lectors in the due execution of their offices," and in many 
instances had proceeded to "outrageous abuses" which threat- 
ened the ruin of government unices speedily icmedied. 

The command of this special euiiipaiiy u\' bUitc tnxips was 
entrui^ted to Col. Benjamin Wait ; and to him niid to Brig.- 
Gen. Sanmel Fletcher pow</r was gi^'eu to dibciiarge the new 
levies witlun the six monihs tor ^vllicll tliey were to be enlist- ■> I, 
provided they should have accomplished tlie end desired before 
the close of that period. They were required to furnisli them- 
selves witli arms, but the commissary-general was directed to 
supply them with anununidon, provisions, and spirituous 
liquor." In the subsequent deliberations of the grand com- 
mittee it was distinctly assarted that the intention of govenir 
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ment was not '^to be Beym" with those who had heretofore 
opposed the laws of Veraio&t, provided thej ahonld now become 
citizeoB of the Btate. Oobnel Wait was acoordiiigly directed 
to iasne apecial ordere to his men, not to meddle with the person 
or property of any who should quietly submit The committee 
also announced that those who should Tolnntarily yield, and 
take the oath of allegiance to the state, should not be prose- 
cuted on the part of the freemen of the state, nntil the rising of 
tliv next eeseion of die Le^i?lature, and, in a«l(iition to this con- 
copsioii, engaged at that time to pass an act of pardon in their 
fav<»r, hi case tliey BhouKi petition for forp^veoess. At the same 
tiiiie the eoniniittec notitied their intention of using their inllu- 
ence to persuade the Governor and Cinincil to remit the lines 
which had been previously levied on the Yorkers. In closing 
their conaultiUion, thev declared that the onlv wnv in wliich 
tliose who had snBtained losses by conHscation could receive 
remuneration, was by submitting to goveniiuent and asking 
coni|>ens€ation of the Legislature.''^ 

lu conformity with the spirit exhibited in the conciliatoiy 
portion of the deliberations of the grand committee, the Gene- 
ral Assembly, in a fonnal resolution passed on the 2dd, 
requested Governor Chittenden to issue his ] r< clamation, 
offering ar free and ample pardon to all persons resident in the 
Bouihem part of Windham county, who, having heretofore 
opposed constituted authority, should now take the oath of 
allegiance before any justiee of the peace, within thirty days 
after the promulgation of the o£Eer of forgiveness. On the 
same day an act, displaying a different temper, was passed by 
the General Assembly, " to prevent the inhabitants of New 
York being allowed greater privileges within this state than 
the inhabitants of this atato are allowed within the state of 
Kew York." By this act it was settled " that no person or 
persons, being an inhabitant or inhabitants of, or residing witliin 
the jurisdiction of tlic state of Xew York, sliuU, within the 
time of his, her or tlieir residence as albresaid, commence any 
suit or suits at law, within the jurisdiction of tliis state, against 
any inhabitant or resident thereof, for any civil matter or con- 
tract, until the Legislature of said state of Kew York sliall 
allow the inhabitants of this state full liberty to commence the 

• Thompson's Vt Gnzctte<>f, pp }a% 143. MS. Report of Gmod riiimiiiUi^^ 
Oct 22d, 1783. 8bd«'« Yk Stat* P*pez% pjk 416, 477. 
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like suite within their inrisdiction, and without any such lets 
or hiadranoeB.^'* Upon the majority of the Yorkers these 
measures — some of them defiant, others protective, and still 
others persnaeive — ^tended to produce an efiect contrar}' to that 
which had been expected. Opposition served to unite them, 
and until they should find defeat inevitable they resolved to 
withstand the execution of laws originating in an authorily 
which they did not acknowledge. At the same time they 
were equally determined to pursue such a course on other 
occasions, as they should deem best calculated to promote the 
interests of New York and of the United States-f 

Owing to the part whidi they had bonie in the negotiations 
which Vermont — not only for her own safety as a state, but 
also as a supporter of the cause of America — had been com- 
pelled to carry on with the British in Canada, Luke Knowl- 
ton and Samuel Wells had been suspected of being in the 
service and pay of the enemy. For this reason Congress, in 
secret session, Lad on the 27th of XovtMnber, 1782, ordered 
their arrest. But they, having received notice of the order, 
had escaped before the officer, sent to take them, conld arrive. 
A year had passed since the occurreneo of these transactions, 
and i{u»>wlton, havini; retnrned home, whr now residing at 
Kfcwtane. Many of the Yorkei's still Bnji]>osed him to be 
in lea«iu<' a\ itli the British, and for this reason were desirous of 
securing hini, or of removing him to some other state. With 
this intention, Francis Prouty, Hiornas \Vliipple, and Jonathan 
Dunkley of Brattleborough, John Wheeler and Darius Wheeler 
of Kewfane, and a number of others,;]: being anned, as was 
represented, with clubs, guns, swords, pistols and bayonets," 

• SIndo's Vt. Stnto Papers, p. 475. 

j The arinexf»(1 pxtrnct from a newspaper publi-^h<'.l nt thi?? period, contains a 
brief account of tiie .subiuLssion of tlie citizens ot iiaiiltuc to the authority of 
TWDOol Hie «>iir«e pursued by them, wm th« r«v«iM of that adopted by 
Buny of th«ir ndghbom « 

" Wtndior, Y«nDaot» December B, [1783.] Adyices from the lower part of 
Windham connty mention tlmt tlie inhnbitnntjS of the town of IfnlifR^, -who 
have heretofore refused lu suppurt the authority of Vermont, and acted in 
oppoaition to ita goverumeiit, have lately come in almost to a man, taken 
^ Mill of dil^ianc^ diaebafged their arrearage taxe% and appear danrow to 
Miiat in quelling thoao diitnrbera of the pnUie peaee, who have long infested the 
•onthem pwl of tiria state. " — Boston Evening Poit, Saturday, Jantiary Hd, 1784. 

t David Howe, Pamuel Noble, Ephraim Knapp, Kphmifn Rice. Jonathan Stod- 
dard, Ijtaac' KeuduU, and Isaoo Crosby were participators in the seizure — Ml^ 
Court Records. 
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assaulted his house about t\v<) o'clock on tlie morning of the 
16th of November, 17S8, ami, having made a forcible entrance, 
took him prisuuer, conveyed him acrubs tlie line of the ^tate 
into MassachnBctts, and tiicre h^ft liim. As soon as tlie tieizure 
of Knowlton liad transpired, Brig. -Gen. Fletcher gave orders 
for the military to assemble. With prompt obedieucc more 
than ft Imndred men belonging to the regiment of CoL Stephen 
Bradlej and Col. John Sergeant rendezvoused and reported 
tlieuwelvefl ready to act as their leaders should oommand. Bui 
the return of Knowlton after a short absence, and the diapai^ 
eiph of the Yorkers, rendered their services nnnecessarfy 
and preyented a meeting which might have proyed disaatrons 
to both parties. 

The matter was not, however, aUowed to rest here* On the 
18th of November a complaint was entered against tb» 
rioters by Edward Smith, a constable of Newfane, and a war- 
rant was iisned by Samnel Fletoh^ as one of the Cooncillon 
of the state^ for their arrest Thomas Whipple and John 
Wheeler were taken without difficulty or delay, and a justices* 
court was immediately organized — Samuel Fletdier, who waa 
also a civil officer, ]>re8iding — ^for the examination of the delin- 
quents. Whipple, being charged with an assault) acknowledged 
his guilt, and stated tliat he with a number of others had, in 
obedience to the commands of Francis Prouty, astjisted in 
carr}'ing Knowlton without the lioimds of Vermont. Having 
given bonds in tlie sum of £100 with sureties for his apj)ear- 
ance, he was dismissed until the next session of tlie Superior 
court. Tlie result of Wheeler's examination is not recorded. 
A few days later Jonatlian Dunklev was arrested, and on exam- 
ination had before 3Ir. Fletcher, on the 27th. Avas recognised in 
the same amount of bail tliathad gerved to elfect the tempor-m- 
release of AVhipplo. 11h^ constable's returns show tlmt he further 
succeede<l in taking tiie l)ody of Darius Wheeler," on the 24th, 
and that John Wheeler became responsible for his appearance 
before Mr. Fletcher. No ffccount of his examination lias been 
preserved. The chief offender, Francis Prouty, was still at large, 
and it was well known that it would not be as easy to secure 
him as it had been to pecure his abettors. When the brave 
deputy sheriff, Barzillai Kicc, sou^t for him, he found him, on 
tlie 1st of December, at homCy in company with five of his neigh- 
bors. The little party were well provided with guns and pitch- 
forksi the latter having heen turned from a peaceful use to a 
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service of m opposite nature. Oa approachijig tlie honae^ 
the deputy was controoted hj Piou^, who, in Jangnage 
striking and empliatic, wanned bim to desist, and declared 
lie would be the death of him,'* or, at the least, would " let out 
hie guts,** la case the deputy should attempt to enter his domicil 
or toueh hie penon. Well knowing that the pitchfork by its 
peculiar confoimation, is admirably adapted to inflict wounds 
of a remadwUe nature, the deputy resolved to flnish his call at 
ICr. Prouty's on some other occasion, when, even if his official 
presence should not be mora aoceptable than now, his penm 
jxdf^ be more secure. 

The day that witnessed the defeat of the deputy at Brattle- 
borough, by means of guii^ and pitchforks," bclield an assem- 
blage at Guilford numbering more than seventy Yorkerg, armed 
** with dangerous aud offensive wfca]H>iJs.'' Their rage ou this 
occa.-ion was directed against Benjamin Carpenter, a staunch 
Veniionter, who had already held many i)ii]»uilaiit positions 
both on the field of battle and in the administration of govern- 
ment, and of whose physical and niental condition couibined 
his epitaph has preserved a quaint record, which declares that 
his "Stature was about six feet. Weight 2U0. Death had no 
terror." But even these (piaUticationsi, sufficient to disann the 
last enemy of his power, were not of ii nature to i)rotect their 
possessor from the attacks of an earthly fi»e. lie was taken 
prisoner by the Yorkers,* and carried away " to his gi*eat 
damage." There is no written, printed, or traditional account 
to show in what this damage oonsisted, nor is there reason to 
believe that it was veiy serious in Its'nAture. Whatever it 
might have been, he survived it many years, and lived to sea 
the final establishment of the state, of whose constitution and 
goTemment he was a founder. Occurrences like these were 
sufficient to oouTinoe the gOTemment of Yermont of the detev* 
mined nature of the oi^iositlon of the Yorkers. Betaliation, as 
on former occasions, was again resorted to. 

Though William Shattuck had not been released from th^ 
penalties which had been imposed upon him by the decree of 
banishment, yet so bng as he reMned from inimical acts he 

* Tkt nofe prominent actortt in this geicnrt Wire, Abraham Arery, Cyril Caiv 
penter, Jamps DaviMin, TTpxeikiRh Broad, Henry Erans, Nnt!mn!*>l Cftr|>ont«i», 
A'1nriijt»h Futnam, Joshua Nurse, Jotham Bi^relow, Newell E&r\ ileiiry Evans Jr., 
Joseph Peck« Daniel Athcraft, Joseph bhepordson, David Goodenougb, all uf Guil* 
lord; Cb«rl«iIlMilpi«fHttlbotoi4^; uid EImiw Chnnb of Bnttteboroogh. 
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was allowed to live in tfao imdktiurbed poMoerion of faia honae 
and farm. Still he was obliged to render to the treasoier <^ 
the state of Yermont an aoconnt of the income and expenses of 
his estate. Having again become obnozioiis to government, he 
was airested on the d5th of December by Oliver Watersy a 
Brattleborongh constable. Being placed in charge of a guard 
commanded by Major Bojden, he was conveyed to Westminster, 
Here, after nndorgoing an examination before Jostiee Nathan 
Fisk, in consequence of the disregard he had shown to the sen- 
tence by which he had been forbidden to return on jmin of 
death, he wiis sentenced on tlie 27th to be imprisuiied in "Ben- 
nington (4ii<jl,'' without " bail or mainpnze," until he should be 
discharged by due course of law. Again, under the direction 
of 'Waters and his j)osse, he was rsci trted across the mountains 
to his ]dace of destination, where he was confined in irons on 
the 3d of January, 1T.S4.* 

Kindly treatment had also been manifested towards Charles 
Phelps, although he had been indicted at the same time that 
his four friends were banished. By a resolution of the General 
Assembly of Vermont, passed on tlie 20th of October, 1788, 
Grovernor Chittenden had been requested to grant him permis- 
sion to visit Westminster ; to attend upon the deliberations of 
the General Assembly then in session at that place ; and to 
return to his place of abode. This request was compUed with 
on the 21st of October, and he was allowed ^to pass unmolested 
fiom Walpole" to Westminster, there to remain during the 
Governor's pleasure, and thence to return to Walpole. All 
persons were warned to take notice of this peAnission, and to 
^govern themselves accordingly.'* Subsequent acts of opposi- 
tion again brought him into a hostile position in the eyes of the 
Yennonters. On the 3d of Januarjr, 1784, a warrant was issued 
for his arrest Being taken on the 4ih he was imprisoned in 
the jail at Westminster, and the keeper was ordered to retain 
him in custody until the courts should declare their opiiiiou 
respecting his future treatment.f 

Terrified at the suiuHUirv manner in which the government 
of Vermont appeared determined to treat its opponents, a number 
of the most prominent adherents of the New York party ast^em- 
bled at Brattieborough on the 6th of January, and addressed a 

* MS. Cowt Reoofdc Pspen in office Sea SUtt V t Ma Paper* of S. B. 
Bnidl«j. 
t MB. FhpM of & B. Bmdlij. 
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petition to the antiuMitieB of the Btate, coodied in these worde : 
"Whereas the exigences of the people living in sundry of ihe 
towns on the Gfants, vie, BmttleboroQgh, Guilford, Hinsdale, 
and others, demand the most seiions eonsideration of the 
▼irtnonfl citizens both of the subjects of Kew York and Ver- 
mont, and a sealons assidnitj to come to some equitable and 
salntary measures to prevent all kinds of Beveritj against eacli 
other, or any hostile measures which will finally bar the bene- 
volent exertions of the bubBcribers in their humble addi'ess to 
the authority of Yemiont. 

"Tlierefore it is most huiiiblv praved and earnestlv* desired 
by each of ns, the subscribers, that the authority of Yermunt 
•vs t)iil<l immediately release Major Shattnck and Esquire Phelps 
from their present imprisonment; also cease from acts r»f the 
like kind, and r(:»**trnin the troops raised and to be commanded 
by Colonel Wait, from marcldng for the support of the govern- 
ment, until the rising of the next session of Assembly in Febru- 
ary next, at which session of Assembly, the subscribers, who 
profess themselves to be subjects of I^ew YoriE^ really intend by 
themselves or by agents appointed for that purpose, to make 
application to said Assembly of Yermont, for a general pnrifi- 
cati and an amicable settlement of post misundentandlngs 
and things which have ha])pencd between the people claiming 
to be subjects of New York and Yermont, upon just and eqni* 
table terms, consistent with the rights of mankind, the constitu- 
tion of Yennont, and the authority of t)ie United States of 
America.*** 

The reply of Goyemor Chittenden to this commumcation, 
dictated by those principles of loyalty which he owed to the 
state, and expressed in his own terse and emphatic language, 
was far from an endorsement of the views which had been set 

fortli by the petitioners. "Gentlemen,'' he wrote on the 10th 

of February, "I received a request signed by yon, which 
appeared to be designed for the consideration of the authority 
of til is state. Yiewing it to have come only from thr>se iu oppo- 
sition to tluR crovernment, it would not admit of an answer for 
many roasons which appear obvious from the tenor and -tyleof 
your writing. I shall, however, inlbrm you, my friends, of my 

* The names appended to thii petition were those of John Bridgmao, Samaal 
KnigUt. John Houghton, JonaUum Hont, WUluun Biglow, Tinwlhy Cbnroli, H«iiiy 
Ev«m, MMm Biglow, Oriwdo BrMgmaa, Fnmb FMmty. Edw«rd Qurp«il«r, 
ISmolhy Fbelp^ H«Nid«h Btow«l» Aibm^ Tnti^ FMnty, B«tb«ribid H»ja 
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Bentimente respectijig the tnattera eontoinad in it The proepectB 
I have Imd, wliicli an well known to you, ginoe the ruing of the 
Aneoibly, of n geneivl nbmiiBon which was the only objeet 
of goTemmenl, havo been die only cause of the nnexpeetodl 
delay of the nuiroh of ^ traopa. 

am Toiy oeitain weie the Awenibly now ntting they 
would have no bargain to make with the people who have 
given Qi ao mnoh tronble witiioot any objeot I eannot say 
what might be done by them to pvevent tiie mardi of Colonel 
Wait's troops. Tliis I can say, that nothing short of an imme- 
diate and universal submission can effect it."* 

Pending this correspondence, tiie ^'e^nnonter3 continued to 
harajis the Yorkers witli an energy wliich accorded well wiiii 
the late proceedings of the General Assembly. Although a 
warrant for the arrest of Francis Pronty had been in the liands 
of the constable for more than a month, yet by his vigilance 
the wily Lieutenant had eluded all efforts to take him. His 
capture was effected at last by n ]>nrty of nn»n who broke into 
his house on the evening of the btii of January, and removed 
him thence to prison. Ou the same night Setli Clark, a New 
York sergeant, was disposed of in a similar manner. Detei^ 
mined to teaeh the Guilfordites a loBSon, a part>' of five metti 
armed and prepared for attack or defence, entered the honse of 
Capt. Joseph Peek| a few home after the arrest of Pronty and 
Clark, leaving a namhcr of persons on tlic outside in case their 
aid shoold be needed. Kot finding the object of their search, 
and being onable to obtain any information fiom Mrs. Pedc on 
the snbject, they plundered the honse, canying off a aword and 
anch o^er weapons as they conld obtain. Abont one o*doek on 
^ monung of the 9th the same psrty entered llie dwelling of 
Maj* Hemy Evans, wfa<Hn they oonld not find, and of whom his 
wife oonld give no reliable aeconnt A candle and a tinder- 
box, taken from fhe ample poi^et of one of the fntraders, gave 
them light in proeecnting their investigations, and enabled them 
to appropriate a gim, a sword, and a quantify of auiniunitiou, 
as the reward of their labors. They next entered the house of 
Mary Carpenter, but finding tliere neither arms nor men, be- 
took themselves to the residence of Ilezekiah Broad, and made 
inquiries for him of his wife Sarah. In tliis insTancc. as in two 
of the instances already mentioned, their visit was witiiout su^ 

* MSfii ia oAtt Am. fltato VI., i& SSflk 
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eess. Broad, like numj otiiflr Qmlforditoai IumI been warned 
of their waanfy and liiid wvel j withdrftwn team obeervatioiL 
In ffiiterpriBee like ihew thej were engaged until mornings and 
were to fortnnate aa to aeciire a nmnber of old UiiiiderbnneB» 
matymwordai emioOBly earved powdex4ionis, punj bullet-bagB} 
and long, anake-like abot-pouohea.* 

Willing to pat an end to tbeee noetnmal TiaitatioviS) Stephen 
R. Bradley^ on the lOCh of Jaonaiy, addraned a letter ^To the 
fahabitantB of the town of Gtdlibrd and itB vicinity, who Imvc 
been opposing the government of Vermont." "I officially ac- 
quaint you, as Attomcy-Genci iil for the freemen of tlie state of 
Vermont," eaid he in this conimunication, " that government 
wiehes for your welfare as a people, and notwitheLandiiig the 
coercive measures that are adopted, are willinjij to do every- 
tliiiig for you consistent with the welfare of grtvi j iiment ; and I 
now assure yon, upon your deeisting from your opposition, and 
returnlnir peaceably to your famihes, your persons and proper- 
tiee shall bo protected ; and in order for that, upon your certi- 
fying under your hands on your parol of honor to me, or to the 
sheriff of this county, or his deputy, or to Major Josiah Boyden 
of Fulham, that yon will not directly nor incUrectlj do any act 
or thing prejudidal to the etate of Vermont, all proeecntioQa 
against any of you shall be no farther proaeoated till the rising 
of the next Oeneral AsBombly, when I tmgt you may meet with 
all desired lenity. I except ne^erthelesB aU persons who hare 
been taken by the officers of government and snch aa have 
beeo banished. What yon do in tliis respect must be 80on» aa 
the matter is now become seriona*" Irritated by the Indignitlea 
to which ihey had been -sutjected, the Yorkers were in no spirit 
to aocept of conditions or apply for pardon. Meantime the 
YermoQters penlated in execnting the laws of their state. On 
the 10th, warrants were issned for the arrest of Henry Erans of 
Goilford, and Meaaer Chnrch and Kathaniel Chandler of Bra^ 
tleborough. Chnrch, who waa taken on the 12th, was brought 
before Justice Nathan Fisk of Westminster, and being charged 
with " treasonable condocf waa lodged in the jail of that town, 
"loaded with irons." On the 13th, Chandler was also com- 
mitted.t 

From the latter part of October, 1 783, to the present time, a 
detachment of state troops, which had varied in number from 

• Yarioittll&DejMntioiMb f Ma Fip«n ia cOm Stt. Stito Y t 
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twenty^five to sixty-five, had been under arms for the purpose 
of quelling any outbreaks that might arise, and for aeeistiiig 
the sheriff in performiiig the duties of his office. They it were 
who bad made amsts in the night time, and removed sudi 
means of deteoe sa ihej ooiild find, from tlie houses of the op- 
posidoD. The quartets of Com.-Geo. Joseph Fainswordi, Ma}. 
Josiah Boyden, Ens. Oliver Waters, and Lient Ezperienoe 
Fisk, the <^cei8 of this detachment, were at the inn of Josiah 
Arms, in Brattleborongh. Fnraged by the conduct of the sol- 
diers of this detachment| the Yoiiers determined to retaliate by 
taking some of them prisoners. With this intention William 
White, Daniel Ashcraflt,* Joseph Shepdarson Jr., Kathaniel 
Sliepardson, Xoah Shepnrdson, Samuel Melendy, Hezekiah 
Broad, Samuel Curtis, Moses Yaw, Daniel Cole, Artemas 
Gkx>denougli, Jthamar Goodt'iiou<^li, and Jothara Bijjlow, all 
of Giiili'urd; Richanl Cliureli and Ii^aac Keiulall of lirattleV»A- 
rough; and a number of otliers, the whole commanded hy 
Nathaniel Carpenter of Guilford, attacked the inn on the lOth, 
and demanded the immediate deliverv of Waters, who had be- 
come especially obnoxious on account of the enor^ry he had dis- 
played in behalf of the Qtate. General Farnsworth endeavf»red 
to expostulate with them upon the rashness of their conduct, 
bat they were deaf to his remonatrances and renewed their 
demand in the most peremptory manner. Determined to ao- 

* At 1h» ooramenoMiMnt of the revolutionary mat. If r. A^crftft, wbo wm 

fncndly to the American cacue but who did not choose to engage in the Btroggle, 
abniidoiied his dwelling on Fishers Island witliin the then prorinee of X#«w York, 
and removed to the town of Gnilford, in Cumberland connty. In the «ii.*j.ui^ 
which afterwards arose among the setUers on the New Ilawpshire Grants, he 
•dpportod the ekima of the New Toik adberanti* end in the eiid 'wm eompelled 
to leave the state; On the SSth of October, 17B4, he petitioned the Legislature 
of New York for a grant of land in the western part of that state. The commit- 
tci" to whom his petition wnn roferr<'d reported thprr»An on the 2tfth, and the eftn- 
Bideration of his request w*u>, on their recommendation, jH>ftti>oned. Finding that 
he could obtain no aid in this direction, he presented a petition to the General 
AeienUy of TeniMmt on the 19th of Oeteber, n86,ia whieh he pmjed ** fbr » 
pMdon of ell offences he had eoomiitted" againet the itete <* by adhering to the 
government of New York." The report of the conunittee to whom his rfquest 
was referred stated, that although he had formerly been connected with the 
opposition, he was ** now likely to make a good citizen," and reoommeuded that he 
rihotild he pardoned by an eet of the Legidatiire, provided be should take the 
joeth of eDegiBnee belbre the let of Mereh, 17S6. The report wee neoepted. nnd 
en eet irae peaeed agreeable to the recommendation.— MS. Petati<m t> N. Y, 
Senate Jonrnnl Senate Y., let Meeting, Sth Seeiion, 18» Jonmab Qen. 
Ami \L, Oet 178& 
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roinpllsh their object, and enraged by tlie grievances to which 
they had been Riibjected, they commenced an assault m)on the 
honse, and riddled the doors and windows with musket bails 
and buckshot. After firing about thirty times, wounding Major 
Boyden in the leg, and shooting a travelier through the thighs 
they entered the building " in their common, desperate man- 
ner,'' as was subsequently stated, and haying capture^ Waters 
departed with their prey** 

The object of Famsworth in remonstrating with the York- 
era was to delay their attack until the troops, who were 
quartered about a mile distaoti could be informed of the danger 
with which the officers were threatened. But his efforts, as has 
been seen, were without avail. Satisfied with the result of 
their foraj^the Yorken snrronnded the prisoner, and ordered 
him to accompany them. Under a strong gnard they conveyed 
him on fopt to the nordiem lines of the state of Massachnsetts, 
where they fastened on his hands ^ a huge weight of ill-shaped 
iron," and consigned him to the care of two of the party, with 
Ofders to conduct him to Ponghkeepeie. The news of the seiz- 
ure reached Halifiut on the night of the 17tb, through the 
instmmentality of laeuL John Kojes of Onilford, and pro* 
dnced an intense ezcttement. Horses and arms were immedi- 
ately procured, and a company of fifteen menf led by Joseph 
Tucker started in pursuit Knowing well the route which 
their opponents liad taken, tliey followed closely in their track, 
and on the 18th reached Northampton, where they found Wa- 
ters. They iiiiiuediately rescued him, and at the same time 
secured his guards. 

IVrpaTitinie Timothy Plielps, who had l)een entrusted with 
a number of dispatches and depositions which he was to deliver 
to Governor Clinton, had commenced his journey, and having 
reached Iladley, was visiting his brother Charles, wlio was a 
resident of that town. Tucker and his party, who, to use their 
own lanf^uairc, were then in high spirits," being unwilling 
to return without accomplishing some other exploit^ determine^ 

• In * — wumw f Momaitof thk alhir it n fbitod tluit " Waten TotaalMgy 

rengned himself up to the party." The court papers, and the other documentary 
teBtitiionv of that poriod, corrc>>»or!ito the version presented in the t^^Tt 

f Thomas Scott, Stepheu Gates, Timothy Wootiward, Darid WiiljAms. Elyah 
Phillipa, Gorham Noyes, Joel Sumner, Philemon Stacy, Daniel Valwortfi, RoAh 
nt, SMnad DiBBiioa, Jdfctt V^jm, GUab Owan, Tbomw Amrofftk, Katiiaiil«l 
Wlittiicy.— Taekoc^a PatitioiL 
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toescortTiiiiolihy FhelpBbackto Yermont, in the same manner in 
wluchWatemlud been oompeUedtolMTe that 9to Concealing 
the object of their Tiait, they enteied Hadlej after nigjhtftll, andon 
approaching the honse where Timothy Phelps was lodged, aeied 
to be admitted. SpriDgin<; from his bed and seiong his mtak, 
Charles Fhelpa rushed to the door, bat befine he oonld reacb fl, 
Tacker and hkmen had forced an entrance. A serere struggle eti- 
sned, in which the owner of the dwelling was overpowered ItaA 
thrown to the floor. As the rioters were proceeding to bind 
liiiu, his wife appeared and claimed him as her htwbnnrl. At 
the tsaine time Timothy Phelps came furv.a: J, aud iL^ i.^jiufs 
perceiving their mistake allowed the supposed offender to arise, 
and seizing his brother seciiretl him and departed, with the 
inteiiiiou of confininir him in Bennington jail, where he had 
already spent 60 man V montlis. ' ' 

As soon as Tucker and his ]>arty liad gone, Charles Phelps 
hastened to Klif^ha Porter, tlie sheriff of TTiunpsh ire county, nnd 
informed him ot' the occurrences of the evening. Warrants 
were immediately issued, a number of tlie Inral militia wlio 
were commanded by Phelps were placed under arius, a jh^^.^^c 
was also collected, and the whole party, thirty strong, mounted, 
and headed by the sheriff, were soon in hot pursuit On reach- 
ing Hatfield, Waters's party had been joined by twelve more of 
the state troops of Yermont, and with this reinforcement thej 
were pushing forward with asmnchspeed as the circumstances 
wonld allow. Dashing on without once drawing rein, their pur- 
suers followed with spirit and determination. At eight o'clock 
on the morning of the 19th the rioters were overtaken at 
Bloody Brook in Deerfield, where they had dismounted to 
refresh both themselves and their horns. Entering the room 
where thej were engaged at breakfhst, the sheriff exclaimed, 
^ Where are these damned Yermontersf' and without giving 
them time to rally, the men of Hampshire county commenced the 
Attack. The rioters, ignorant of the legal authority under which 
their opponents were acting, and taking them for Yorkers, 
resisted with vigor. In the midst of the struggle which was 
now becoming serious, the sheriff made known his official chai-ac- 
ter, and pronounced the rioters his prisoners. Satisfied that resist- 
ance to such authority would be likely to terminate unfortunately, 
Watei*8 and liis party submitted to the sheriff, released Timothy 
Phelps, and were carried back to Had ley. Tliere they were 
tried before three justices. Four of them were found guilty of 




178i J Btjsmaum 09 tooxxb .asd hib Aaaoouxia. 518 



riotous conduct, aud were adjudged to pay in lines and costs 
£21 8«. Tucker, in his relation of the ftffiiir, stated that this 
verdict was obtained through the instmmentality of Charles 
Phelpa of Hadley, and that the yiewa of the sheriff were so 
vneh changed when all the cironmstanoes connected with the 
sffiur were made known to him, that he Ihoiklj forgave the 
Yermonters, although he had receiyed more wonnds than all ' 
the rest of his party, eulogized Ihem in open court as good 
feUowsy'' and promised his assistance in the fntore '^both as a 
gentleman and a magistrate,'' in preventing their feUow-dtiaens 
from being *^ cairied through that vicinity by the Yorkers."* 

• Ob fh« SSfh of Jfthnuj UnDowiiig^ Taokcr tad Ids motkibm petitioii«d 

the General Aseembly of YwnMnit who were then in seanon at Bomiiiigtonp for a 

reiiiibiirsenient of the exp*'n«f'<? -which they hft<! iricurrec! in these prf^fo^^dings. 
Dofendirig the course they hiid pursued, we did all thi« " they, "golely 

ont of luy^tj and friendship to thia govertiment^ and although w« did not 
oarry our pointo In overytbing, yet we prerentod Ur. W«Uvo ftom being 
BOiw oonAned in New York, which donbUeis the YorkeiB woidd haTO gloriod 
■mIi in ; and »iso obtained the &Tor of the officer in the Maasaehaaetts state, be- 
fore mentioue«l, which will, in ftll prohfibility, be intcre^tin!? to thin ptat** " Their 
petition was referred to a conunittee of three, who subsequently met and 
eousuUed with a committee from the Council conBisting of Ira Allen. The 
fepoti of tiio jinnt ooinmittoo ww Moeptod on tiio 611i of Ifareh, md on otder was 
fmtti ^noting tiie aale of so much of the estate of Charles Phelpa of Marl- 
boroagh, which had already been confieicated to the ut^e of the state, aa should 
Mioant to £49 18a. lid., the ^nm claimed by the petitioners. At this point the 
subject, it is believed, wa* dropped, and was probably never again revived.— M8, 
Accoonto of Oi^taM of Witorti Toilnr, Plitlpa, «tci Tbon^wiiA Yi Gai> 
altoer,p.l49. 800II1 OtfdiM OimM^ 8, 1784 
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CHAPTER XIX 



The gatht- line of ilic Vermont militia at Urattie borough — ^Tlie number of the fore* 
— Thetoaruii to uuiifarJ iu iUe &uovr »toim— 8pieft — The Yorkers retrest-— Ihe 

taUy voundtd— BthiA Alien Miirw wiAwhtotiiiiniiiiti A mnibv ^lYorlw 
tftkea prisoners, and lodged in the jail at Westmiuler— The setaaon of 

Superior «*ourt at WeatmirLxt^r — Twervtv-five Yorker* arraij^neil at the bar— 
Their trial — Goavictioa — ^«tit«nce — YermoDters take i>auiel bhepardeon pri- 
soner — Instruction to New York delegates in Coag rea a Report of joint eonuuit* 
toe of B«iwto wd AMibly of Ntw 7otk«a Into twn^oHnni ■■ hOim^ 
imtroetions — William Bhattuok — Charles Phelps — Oflisndtn pardoned— Biiola> 
tions of the General Assembly and Ck^nncU of Vermont — ^The militia force at 
Gnilford reduced — David Goodeno ugh — He an<l Dnm>l Spieer are fired on by a 
Mout from Lieut Knight's oompaDy— Spieer la killed — iiarbaroua condnei of 
tlia VaniMKit militia Aeeoont of Daniel and Jabez Spioevw^Ueut Kaight 
Infoinw the LBgiilatafo of YmmuA ti tha ptoeaadiiigi at GwOM^-AoliM of 
HiO Ltgjdature — Humors of war — ^The o> n lition of Guilford— Ooveraor Frn- 
ooek's proclamation — C ninty house at W iujnor — Attempt to interest Conj^ress 
in the controrersy — iJourt of Inquiry held at Westminster — ^The Yorkers 
petition for pardon — Their request granted by an aot of the General Assembly 
— 4ihariei Phelps pardonad— Laltor of oitiiaiia of BwttUborough and Guilftid 
to Gov. CUatoife— liqiimd oondilioa of YMOuiik 

In the midst of these tmosactions, Oolonel Church and Major 
Eyans wrote to Goyemor dinton, begging him to adopt such 
meaanres as would tend to their rellel^ and free them from the 
oppressions of the Yermonters. In Iheir letter of the 16th of 
January, they informed him, that they were forced to be under 
arms day and night ; detailed to him tlic niuues of tliose who 
had been imprisoned j aiidj filled witli the dread of their foes 
and ready to believe every rum r which might be suggested, 
reported that an army of four hundred or five hundred Yer- 
monters were ah t a ly stationed in separate divisions at Brattle- 
borough, M:irl])oir)Hgh, and Halifax, ready to "kill, burn, aiid 
destroy all before them." These re^reseutatioas, although exa^ 
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gerated, were deettned to be verified, in part^ during the follow- 
ing week Tbe eeism of Walear»}iad eonfinned the YermoAtefB 
in the determiDation thej had taken to snbdne the Yorkers by 
miHtaiy foioe^ and the time had new eome for Ibe ezeciitioii of 
thiB deeign. The ectoteb ct two of Ae nearest regiments were 
immedittkefy infonued that tlie period for aetioii had airiyed, and 
were requested to cdQeet their eompaaies and proceed without 
delay to the seat of war. 
On Saturday the 17th of Jannarj, the day saooeediDg the 
. pnbliealion of these orders, ttoqps began to assemUe, towards 
'eTsniii^, at the rcaidesvons in Brettleborongh, the inn of Joeiah 
Arms. On the following day reinlbrcements arrived from the 
neighboring towns, and the usually quiet village rapidly assumed 
the appearance of a military station. Tlie quiet of Sunday was 
disturbed by tbe roll of tho drum and the shrill notes of the 
fife. The place of worship was deserted, for all were interested 
in the contemplated proceedings. Those who acknowledged 
the government of Vermont, freely opened their houses to the 
soldiers, while tho^ who owed allegiance to New York 1 ai red 
their dtiors, and cai'efully cniarded every entrance to their 
dwellings. Bulletin were moulded ; guns prepared ; belts ftir- 
nislied : buckk s ]*( 1 i: lied ; dresses lackiner in martial appearance 
were made more martial; and any aiTangemeut which would 
tend to expedite tlie march waa perfected. 

The number of men who reported themselves on the morning 
of Monday, the 19th, ready for eervice, was more than thi^ee 
hundred. The regiment of state troops, the command of whioh 
had been giYen to OoL Benjamin Wait, mustered nearly a 
hundred guns, and was officered by Lieut.-Col. Elijah Knight, 
!5rni. Joeiah Boyd^n, and Oapt. Beajamiii Whitney. Of the 
first brigade of the militia QiMlter the'eomniand of Gen. Samuel 
Fletcher, the first regiment was officered by Col. Stephen B* 
Bradley, Ma^, Samael Minott, Adjt. EliiJrim Spoooer, and 
Quarter Ifartw Beojainin Burt From this regiment there 
were now assembled a companry tnm Townskend of fifly*three 
men, commanded by Oapt Jodah Fisk ; ope:ftam Westminster 
of foriy^bnr men, mder the oommaad of Oapt Silas Bork ; 
one from Putney of twenty-seven men, in charge of lient 
Ebeneaer Faiker; and one ^pom Bocking^bam of twenty-two 
men, commanded by Oapt John Fuller. Of the regiment of 
OoL John Sergeants, belonging also to Gen. Fleteher's brigade, 
Oapt Isaac Wheeler commanded a company fVom Wilmingtim 



Digitized by Google 



M6 mmmr or xaixkbv TWKnrr. 

of thirty-two men; Lieut. Dauiul Gates one from DuinnierBton 
of t;weDty-two men ; and QoigjU &jive&tdr Biflhop one from Marl* 
botongli of fifteen men. 

Snow had be|^ to fall early on Ifbndaj moniing, aad wben, 
a few honrs after soiuigey the troope commenced their march, 
the storm had become so aoTere, and the roads so obstnicted^ 
that rackets were found of great assistance in increasing loco- 
motioit Ab the little army, piloted by SamneL Shepardaon^ 
idwioed in a aoullnreeterly directioii, a violent mwdiweater 
Uowing the mow upon the right side of their &ceei served to 
increase the m^l oaea n t n o ns of the undertaking. The ordnance 
department was con^KMed of one old cannon^ almost nsdessi 
fiom Bummenton, and was superintended by Ebenezer Haven 
and iBaae Miller. The soldiers marched in single file, about 
three paces distant one fh>m another, and as they wound 
through the woods, appearing here at a dearing, and anon dis- 
appearing in a thicket, the effect upon those who beheld them 
was far more beneficial in inspiring fear, than would have been 
the display of a dozen field-pieces. The long procession, but 
dimly seen through the falling snow, left full scope for the 
ima/zination, and many believed that a numerous lu>st was 
coming to ravage, bum, and destroy. In tlie lower part of 
Brattieborouch, the advanced guard noticed on the further side 
of the fence that skirted the road, a man on ijorseback stationed 
on a little elevation, who rode off at their approach. Others 
similarly posted were met further on, and it now became 
evident that spies had been placed along the whole line of the 
route by which the troops were advancing. The service which 
those spies unintentionally performed for the Vennonteray was 
far from being triviaL Deceived by tJbe appearance of the 
approaching columnsy they rode back to their friends and 
reported that the enemy was a thousand strong. At the same 
time the Yennonten were informed by some persons whom 
they had captured, that the Yoifcers to the number of a hundred 
andsixtyihadtakenapledgetofight to the death. AtQuilfind 
the soldiers halted for the night, obtaining shelter in honsesy 
barns, and such other places as afforded protection from the 
storm. 

On the morning of Tuesday, the flOtfa, hostilities commenced. 
About forty Yorinrs had rendezvoused at a house m Guilford 
occupied by a man named Stowell, and had stationed themselves 
not only within, but around the building, and behind an adjacent 
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pfle of logs. Bat at the siglit of the anned mSltiB tiiej qnaOed 
and fled, with the ezceptioa of eight or ten ivlio were captured* 
After rmmiDg half a mile, their cooiBe being most of the waj 
descending, tiiej again took a podtion in tiie honse of a Ktb. 
Holton, a widow, ntnated on a phun, and again Bwore to stand 
tiieir groxmd and ^flght it oat" Meantime Captain Burke's 
men, with two other companies, stopped and took possession of 
Stowell's house, while Captain Whitney and liis followers 
pushed on to dislodo^e the Yorkers at Ilolton's. This was easily 
effected, for uo sooucr had Wiiitney and his troops reached the 
house than the Yorkers again ran, halting at a point about half 
a mile further on. It was now l)etween two and three o'clock 
in the afternoon, and as the valiunt soldiery had i'ound that they 
could enjoy accommodations in the houses which had been 
vacated by the Yorker?, they determined to suspend all warlike 
operations of an aggressive ( 1 laracter until the morning. Having 
taken good heed to station guards about their encampmont'j, and 
to send out spies to watch the motiona of the enemy, they made 
preparations to spend the night as agreeably as ^eir oircom- 
stances would permit. 

On Wednesday, the Slst, the troops assembled at Stowell's 
boose. Part of them were detached thence to reconnoitre in 
Marlborough and Halifax, while the main body advanced in 
pursuit of the Yorkers. The snow had now become so deep 
that the officers, being on foot, found it difficult to pei^rm their 
datf with aU the alacrity which the drcomstancee required. 
Horses were accordingly procored for Odonel Bradley, Adjn- 
tant Spooner, Dr. Elkanah Day, and others, and the snpervision 
of affairs was thns rendered leaaier and more complete. On 
reaching the top of a hill, distant abont a mile and a half from 
the Massachnsetta Hne, the hoose of one Packard, a j ustice of the 
peace, near which it was supposed the Yorkers were assembled, 
was easily discerned. The Vermontera pressed forward, and as 
they approached the building, thirty or forty Toikers, who were 
within at dinner, rushed out with their guns, and began to 
station themselves in an advantageous position. At Packard^s 
house commenced a valley rurming south, through which lay 
the road. The elevation on the right had been cleared of brush 
and underwood, but there wore still standing a number of 
girdled hemlocks, wiiose size and position aiforded a safe cover 
to which to flee or whence to assail. A scattering growth of 
sugar maples on the elevation at the left, offered simihir ad van- 
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tages. Acn)flBtheroa4A*lK>leof aUrgeti^hadboeatlii^^ 
b^nnd whtoh and the toee <m efttfaer th» Yodrkm amhad 
tin approMsh of Ike tfoopi. * 

Ab ilnj advmoed, 'Bqidie FidBird Hfipmand «i Ike do€v 
of his dwelfing, and begged Sergt Silwmi Iltfa^ who waa 
tempofaril J in oonmaDd of tbe advmoe eooipai^, not to 
prooeed, tdiing him at tbe tame time that as booo as be ahould 
pais a oertajn blachimitl^a afaopi fiitiMled a abofft dlakaooe 
before him, he and hia oompanjr woold oertaiiily be fired upon. 
Fisk, a yoang man, rash and impetnons, was not dispoeed 
to pay luucli attention to this warning. When paasiog throng^ 
Westminster, in reply to gome inquiry as to the course which 
was to bo pursued towards the opposition, he Iiad been heard t > 
Bay ill one of tbe rough expressions of a lariaer, that lie would 
show the YorkerR hnw the pig ate the butter," thus si£jnifvin<r, 
by au allusion now oljHjlete, that he w^'iiM tench the oppi>- 
nents of Vermont a lesson which they would not «jOon lonret. 
His daring did not uow desert him, aadhia many partaking of 
his spirit, tbUowcd where he led. 

The given point was soon reached, but the Vermonters 
had imrdly pas&ed it, when a discharge from the right prored 
die truth of Paekard'a assertion. No iiijiuy followed thia 
mmakL The troops pressed forward and wsre again fiied upon 
from the barricade in frook As the amoke occasioned by 
this voliey cleared May, a man distiugnished by the bine coat 
which he wore canfie from > behind the ma])lc?^ and with 
deliberate aim diaeharged hh gun at Sergeant Fiak. The ball 
took eifeoti entediig at Ikerig^Ukeid^ 

into the groin. ^ Aie7onbadljbnrtySQigeantr aaidPHTato 
Theqiihiliia Grawftidyiwbo ^aatitandmg near bim. *^ God blaaa 
yon l" lefdied Fiiki^^ don't aak any qoestioiiBy bat paib on and 
kill eome of the derile.* Enoonraged by tkeae 'wotdsy bia mea 
gaye chase to the now retreating YaHEersy and, pnianing them 
wilk hot baete, drore tkem more than helf a mile beyond 
the boundaries of Vermont, and within the limits of Massa- 
chusetts. Unable to walk, Figk was placed on a sleigh, and 
being taken to Mrs. Holton's dwelling was treated witli all iho 
attentions which kindncao could suggest ilut his wound 
proved incurable, and bodied before the close of the followin<» 
spring. Tlie only other person wlm t^uiiered on thib occar-ii vii 
woB Joel Kuiglit of DommerBtou, who was slightly ii\}ured in 
the arm by a buUet. 
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DriTvn' ftoni iSbmr hmoB^ the Yoricm applied fbr innBtaiioe 
to the inhabitaati of the towns in MaBB«chmett> to iHddi tiiey 
had fled. This was feadily granted as as food and shelter 
would vrsil, but no one was willing to engage in acts of hosti- 
lity against the neighboring state^ withoat ordors from Congress. 
Hoping to obtain favorable terms, the Yorkers Bent a ilag to 
their '* unnatural enemy," as they styled the Vermonters, pro- 
mising passive obedience until tlie rising of the Verniont A^m- 
bly, provided they should be permitted to retnm to their 
homes and renKiiu there unmolested. To their message they 
received no re])ly, and the person by whom it was carried was 
detained as a prisoner. 

C)n tiie 22d, Ethan Allen arrived witli ammunition and 
rein tV»r cements. Ol' the coni{)anie8 from Bennington which oanio 
with liim, one was conmiaiuled by Capt. Joseph Saliord, another 
by Capt, Hezekiah Armstrong, and a third by Capt. Joseph 
Wickwire. Not daring to make an incursion within the j uris- 
diction of Jdassachnsetts in pursuit of the Yorkers, who had 
fled thither for safety, and deeming it useless to remain longer 
in a |4aeatriiero their presence could be of no essential service , 
to the cause they maintained, the officers from both sides of 
nK>nntain8, after a hwg ooosiiltationy condnded to return. To 
render the march more easy, a company were dispatched, in the 
morning, to break aroad through the snow which was now nearly 
inr feet in depth oa the lev^ Leaving 8tow6U?8>^hoase two 
Imotb beforo smaet, dm main body of l£e troops began their 
mairohf having in diarge abont twenty prlaoaens and reached 
the tavern of Landlord Anns, in l^ttleborough, tUe same 
night Qere a portion of llie trocpa were dismiaBed* On the 
morning of the Ml tlie Mudnder prmeded' to Westminster, 
where the Yorken were lodged in jth to await iheir trial at Ae 
next somion of tiie Superior oomt. 

During the tune which intervened between llie commitment 
and the trial, the prisoners were guarded by a strong military 
watch, and every precaution was taken to prevent their escaj>e. 
An account of these proceediners was sent by Colonel Church 
and Major Evans to Governor Ciintuii, and a request wa© made 
that he would write to the Governor of Massachusetts, if such 
an act was proper, and desire him to send reb'ef to tlie inifor- 
tunat<3 snbjccts of iNew York. "We are driven i'vojn our habi- 
tations," said they. "Our liouses are phindered. Our })0fi8^ 
aions taken from us. We are in a very miserable situation, aod 



Digitized by Google 



590 



HMOBT or BAil'lOUl VBOfOflT. 



imploM joar EzeelleneT't iateipoiitioii, ovr oiie bdag reilly 
deplonble."* 

On the 8d of Febnuuy the finperior court eommenced its 
aeaaioa «t WeBtminster, Moees BobinBon, chief judges presidiDg. 
About twentj^fiye prisonen were amigiied at die bar. Francis 
Prontj, who had been engaged In the month of NoTemberlast, 
at the head of a nnmber of men. in conveying X<nke EnowUxm 
withont tiie borders of Yermont, pleaded gailty to the indict* 
ment of the grand jurors, and was sentenced to paj a fine of 
£30, with costs of prusecution, and to be " imprisoned in close 
conlinemeut fur the space of forty days." liu wa^ uUo cliargud, 
in a separate indictment, with lm\ iiig entered Knowlton's house 
on tlie Banie occasion burglarionsly, and u'ith an intent "the 
goods and chattels of the said Kuowiton to steal, take, and carry 
away." Tliis accusation wa« not subatantiated. To a third 
charge, that of re«iifiting the deputy sheriff Barzillai Rice, wlien 
he endeavored to arrest him on a warrant Issued in conseqnLTK'C 
of liis attack upon Knowlton, he pleaded not iruiity. The 
records of the court do not show a decision contrary to the plea. 
Of those who had been accneed of being engaged in an aasanlt 
upon Benjamin Carpenter in December last, only a few were 
arrested, and of this number Ohariea PheLpe, Abraham A^erj, 
and Henry Evans pleaded not gnilty, and were aentcDced to pay 
the costs of tlie prosecution. A noL j/ro%* was entered in behalf 
of Henry Evans Jr. Cyril Carpenter was alone found guilty, and 
was sentenced to pay a fine of £20 ; to give bonds for his good 
behavior; and stsiid committed nntil judgment shonld be eom- 
pliedwith. 

As the resnlt of the inYcetigatioos consequent upon the late 
hostilities at GniUbrd, the grand jnrors presented charges against 
a nnmber of ihe Yorlcers. The principal connt in tiie indict> 
ments was that in which the woonding of Silyanos Ilsk ^ bo 
that his life is greatly deepfured of^" was set forth. Joseph 
Wells of Bratdeborongh plmided gnilty to the charge of being 
engaged in the proceedings which resulted in this sad event, and 
was sentenced to pay a fine of £20 and the costs of prosecution ; 
to be imprisoned six months; and if the terms of the whole 
sentence were not complied with at the end of that time, to 
stand committed until the satisiaction should be complete. 
Ei^ah Cortifl, a participator in the same affair, and who entered 

* li& AMonate, CAd mmi'a namliooii 
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a plea of not gnilty, was fined £10 and ihe costs of tbe suit 
On anoUier indictmeot to which Joeeph Wells pleaded gniltj, 
the court sentenced the delinquent to ^ dose confinement ^ for six 
months, and fined him £80 and costs. Amos Yaw Jr., cbai^d 
with some odenoe, owned that he had disobeyed a Vermont 
officer. To the remainder of the indictment in his case the 
State's attorney entered a noL pros. The prisoner was amerced 
in the sum of £5 and the costs of snit Charles Phelps m as 
tried for the offences which had been charged against him in the 
fall of 1782, similar in their nature to those whicli liad resulted 
in the coiidemnation of Shattuck, Church, EvaiLs, and Timothy 
riiolps. Ilis plea was guiltj. By the judgment of tlie court 
hv \y\is attainted of treason; was sentenced to sixty days' im- 
pi i? iiment; and all liis estate, real and personal, Mas forfeited 
to tho use of the state. Edward Carpenter, Asapn Carpenter, 
Slm])ael Bullock, Jr^eph Chamberlain, and David Thurber, all 
of whom were proved to have been en f^f^ []f ed in the disturbances 
at Guilford, were hned in piiins varying with the character of 
the ofiences committed. Of the rest of the oflfenders, some were 
mulcted in small amounts ; others were dismissed on paying the 
costs of prosecution ; and in the case of a few the complaints 
were withdrawn for want of eyidence to sustain them. 

During the session <tf the courts Westmiuster had presented 
more the appearance of a militaiy encampment than of a 
peaceful vilh^ie. With the departure of the dignitaries of the 
bench, the lawyers of the bar, and the prisoners in the dock, 
it again assumed its wonted aspect, and the roll of the drum 
and the shrill notes of the fife gave place to the music of the 
merry sleigh bells of winter, and left to their jingling notes the 
monopoly of noise for the rest of the season. 

For the purpose of keeping the Yorkers in subjection, a por- 
tion of the troops, comprising Lieut Elijah Knight's company 
of twenty men, and Capt. Benjamin Whitney's of sixty-fiTe, 
were stationed at Guilford and in the adjacent towns until the 
1st of March followin^]^. Tlie effect of this watcbfuliuvis was to 
prevent those wlio had fled fruin retnnnng, and liad not the 
hospitalities of the inhabitants of the neighborincr ^itate been 
extended to the refugees, their sufferings — multiplied though 
they were — would have been far more severe and intolerable. 
Intent upon an excursion of some kind, and finding but little 
opposition within tbe border-^ of Yermont, a party of soldiers 
set out on the 20tk of ebruary, with the determination of 
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securing Daiiitl Slu pardson, a sworn magifitrate of the state of 
New York, and uniil witliiu a few weeks a reeident oi* Guilturd. 
Proceeding to Nortimeld, Maasacbusctts, where biiepardson 
had taken up his temporary abode, they made him a prisoner, 
although he was at that time within the jurisdiction of another 
state^ and hurried him back to Yermonti whoro he was placed 
in confinement In numj instances the property, wliich the 
Yozken in consequence of their sudden flight had letl unpro> 
tected, was regarded by the militia aa k^timate q[)oil, and not a 
few of the latter nianiferted an nnbecoming pleasure in despoil- 
ing their adversfuies of saoh necessarieB and oonyenienoee of 
life as vere found in the deserted dweUings. 

Meantime the Legislature of New Tuk, fullj atiye to the 
unhappy situation of the ciluens of that state residing in Ver- 
mont, were endeayoring to obtain from Congress a definitiye 
settlnnent of the dispute between the contending parties. On 
the 2d of February, James Dnane, fiom the committee 
pointed to prepare instructioDS to the delegates from New York 
in Congress, presented a report to the Senate, in which among 
other recommendations, it was advised, that the delegates be 
instructed '^to press Congress for a decision in the long-pro- 
tracted controverBy respecting the riglita of this btxite to the dis- 
trict commonly culled the New Hampshire Grauio, not on con- 
sideration of public expediency, but ccntBisteucy with the assu- 
rances ni' C'>n£ri'e?H, according to eqnity. That they represent, 
in tlie must pointed terms, the grievous injustice done to tlie 
state by such delay, especially after a submission in compiiauce 
with the unanimous recomm i n Nation of CoD txi'OBs, and claim, 
most expressly, a pertbrmance of the solemn engagement of 
Congress to make the said decision, on a pledge no less sacred 
than that of the faith of the United States, which ought not to 
be violated on any pretence whatsoever. TtaA they likewise 
represent to Congress the danger which may arise firom further 
procrastination ; that the leaders of the district in qnesticm have 
actnaUy raised troops, and do now employ those troops to re- 
duce other inhabitants, resident in said district, and acknow- 
ledging themselyes citizens of this state, to suhmit to the said 
assumed goremment ; that when eveiy state ought to be in the 
full esgoyment of the blessings of peace, under the protection 
of the Union, this alone is in the disagreeable situation of hav- 
ing hostilities already commenced against its cttiiens ; bat, that 
if she must recur to force for the preservation of her lawAil 
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anthoritjr, die impartial woiid wiU pitmomMe thafc none of tlie 
bloodebed^ disorder, or diannion, whiefa may etMaa^ cam 1>e 
impatabfe to Hub Legislatnie, wiio appeal to &e Jonmait of 
Congrees fw the teetltade, moderatioii, and liberality of tlie 
measaree tbey liaye ioTariably panned to piodaee an amicable 
detetminatioii of the eoatroTerey. And lastly, that lliey, if 
neoeeeary, be most explicit on the sobjeet, and inform Oongress 
that this Legislature eonoehe themselves to be ui gently pressed 
by the p^t duty of self-preservation, to prepare, without loss 
of time, for the woret events: and that, however gincoroly tliey 
are disposed to maintain the Union, and to manifeet iin invi^> 
lable respect for Congress, if the decision, ^\ liich hiit, bO long in 
Tain been solicited, should not be pronounced ^^dthin two 
montlis next after nine states shall be represented in Congi-ess, 
subsequent to this btate being represented there, no further 
expectations can be entertained of such decision, and that this 
state, with whatever deep regret, will be compelled to consider 
hor^olf as left to pur*?Tie her own ctmnBcla, destitute of tltu pn> 
tectinn of the T^iiitfd States, to whose judgment they have 
cheerfully Bubmitted, and on whose justioe they have hitherto 
relied. 

" The committee ftirther report it as their opinion, that if 
Congress should delay the decision of the said controversy after 
the time above limited, it ought to be considered as a denial of 
jnstice. That the act entitled * An act to empower the Oon- 
grees of the United States of America, to detsnmne all con- 
troversies relative t(^ certain lands in the eooBties of Cumber- 
land, Gloucester, Charlotte, and Albany, commonly called the 
New Hampshire Grants,* passed the 21st day of OeSober, 
ought to be repealed, in order that this Legislature may 
be left at liberty to piopose an adjustment of Hie said diipnte 
in the mode preseribed by the ninth article of the federal imion, 
or to take sach oHier measores as Hie prieserration of t^ieir eoon- 
tiy from lawleas invasion and encioadmient may require." 

On ihe 6th of February, bef<»re the instructions had received 
the sanction of the L^latore, Thnothy Phelpsf appeared be- 

^ • See aui^, p. 365. 

f Alt«r eftcapiug from Oliver Waters on the 19th of January, 17 84, \im beea 
jMT&MMly mmriioMA, Phelps resinned Us jonrn^ eouthward He tarried ftt 
Horwtoh « lev dftjiy vliere lue wife vm tihen ^tbg, end on readiing the oity 
of Nenr Yosk ptesented U* the Senaia, who were then in session at that ]>l;i< t'. 
eleven papers contjiinin^ infoiuuitioti rospfoting tlie situation of the friends of 
Kew York in Vermont, which paper* had been entrusted to hi* oere by Semuel 
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fore the Senate; testified under oath to the maltreatment he 
had reoai^ed od accoonl of his allegiance to New York ; and 
piodttoed a number of papers and depoeitions " relative to the 
disordem and \ iolences committed od the wdl-offected citiieitt 
of the Btate, residing in the north-eaatera paita thereol^ bj per- 
BOns Tinder the authority of the usurped gOTenunent oommonlj 
called Vermont" The information and papen were immedi- 
ateljr oommnnicated to the Aisemblj, and were by them oon- 
fiidered on the 7th. By a concarrent resolntion of the two 
Honaeo, the whole aabject was refmed to a joint committee 
compoaed of Meeen. Ford, Lamb, Nicholaon, Goe, and Lott 
from the Anemblj, and MeMrs. Daane, Paine, and Floyd tnm 
the Senate. On the 18th Mr. Ford, aa chaiz^Daan of the Joint 
^sommittee, rendered his report to the Assembly. In it he 
adverted briefly to the principal events connected with the con- 
troversy, which had occorred since the time whoi QoTemor 
Benning Wentworth made grants " in express violation of a 
solemn agreement with the former government of this state, 
tlijit all grants should be suspended until the final decision of 
the Crown." Tuniing, then, to the consideration of the present 
condition of affairs lie observed : — 

It a]ipears to the committee, that the people who style 
tlu Tnselves Yermontei*s, to prevent all opj o^ition to their project 
ni' iii(le])endence, have actually raised tr<w)ps and levied war 
against thoi^e of their neighbors within the said district, who 
yield allegiance to tlie state of New York; that hostilities have 
actually been commenced ; that many of the subjects of this 
state have been imprisoned, loaded with irons, and punished as 
tridtors with the utmost severity ; and that othere have been 
driven from their habitations, and have had their property 
confiscated, for no other rea8<»i than theur attachment to this 
state. 

That the papers which were anbmitted to the committee 

Bixby, OD« of the juetic^ of the ]>e&ce for CumberlAud county by the appoint- 
meot of Nev York. At the same time he exhibited a complaint and • depontion 
dMtnriptiTe of Us orim laffimiigB and oonditioii. While «w«itiBf tlie rtraih of th« 
ddiberatioHB of the Legislature, he " not only expended thelitUe money" he hnd 
rcceivoil from hi* frienils who had f^cnt him on tlils miiigion. but wap oWifrcii to 
pawn liift clothe-* in onlor to procure food and lodgings, lu tViis sitnntioa hta 
memorialized the Aasembly, begging them to provide him with mcaas sufficient 
to pay hb expenaea ind ** emblo him to Invo tha dtf 'with deeeoey and credif 
Wm petition read on the 17th of Febrocrj, nad referred to Hesm Adgate, 
Malconi, an d Yoangs. It is prohaUe thnt hit enfttingB were ttjitred. Journal 
Am. ^. Y„ 7th BMBion, p. 40. 
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contain sufficient proof of these facta, and an earnest appli- 
cation horn th« last mentionod iniiabitaatB to thia state, for 

protection. 

^ That, upon the whde, it is the opinion of the eommittee, 
that the meet decided measures onght to be pnrsned, without 
loss of time, as well for the protection of our said suffering citi- 
sens, as for the peace and tranquillily of the said district 

^^That therefore GoDgress ou^t to be eamstlj presMd 
to determine the oontroyersy sforesaid ; and that, to lemoye all 
nneasiQess about the right of soO, the concessions respecting 
the said district ought to be so far enlarged, as to confirm to the 
said daimantB, the lands which they bold within the lines of 
the towns settled by them, although they may be compre- 
hended within the bounds of patents of prior date, under the 
seal of New York. That this cQncesBum should Im fully gua- 
ranteed to the said claimants by the United States in Omgress 
assembled; and that it is the opinion of the committee, that a 
bill should be ordered to be brou^t in, for carrying the 
measures aforesaid into effect" 

The House agreed witli the committee iu their report, and 
the same committee were appointed to bring in a hill "for 
cairving into effect the measures " they themselves had recom- 
mended. On tlie ilTth, instructions to the New York delegates 
in Congress niiirLrestiMl liy tlie report of the committee, and 
additional to ilnjoc which ]i:id hoen introduced on the 2d, were 
presented to the Senate and adopted. On the same day bolii 
sctii of instructions were sent to the Assembly, and were con- 
curred iu by them on tlie 2d of March.* 

While the Legislature of Xe^\' York were deliberating, 
resolving, instructing, and the inhabitantB of the southern 
part of Windham county were engaged in attacking, re- 
pelling, and defending, the General Assembly of Vermont 
conrened at Bennington on the 19th of February and 
continued in session until the 9th of March following. 
The present condition of affairs in the southern part of the state ; 
the means by which obedience to constituted authority could be 
enforced ; questions of policy ; and the conttderation of the 
petitions of Yorkers who had become obnoxious to pimishment, 
were topics which occupied the time and shared the delibera- 
tions of the representatives of the people on this occaBion. From 

• Journal 8«nate. N. Y.. Vth session, pp. 16, 17, 20, %l, iS, 44. JouroU 
AHemUy, N, lih aeawoD, pp. SO, 86, 87, 60, 61. 
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hk cell in ^< Bennington jaSl," where he had been confined 
during the two xilonthB preceding, William Shattuck on the 24di 
of Febmaiy^ enpplieatcd the AMombly for pardon. His request 
was Tefemd to a joint oommittee^ but tiieir repcMl was laid on 
the table on the Mh, ^for farther considenitioii,'' and was 
allowed to remain there during the rest of the session.* A 
petition from Charies Fhelps, imprisoned in tibe same plaoe» 
praying to be released ftom cot^ement^ was, on the 9<Hfa, 
refl»Ted to a joint committee> who recommended m their report 
of the STihy ^'that the said CAuvles Phelps be immediately die- 
chai^ged from his imprisonment ; and, that no part of the estate 
of said Phelps, which has been seised and eonfbeated by order 
of the Supreme court, be sold or disposed of until farther orders 
fruiu the Assembly." The roi)ort was accepted, and a biU was 
introduced, entitled, "An act to discharge Charles nitlpsfrora 
imprisonment." Having been rend and accepted in the Assem- 
bly, it was sent to the Council niul received their concurrence. 
Oil ihc same day Phelps witjj permiued to a[)[)ear before the 
Council, and in their presence voluntarily t<x>k "the oatli of 
allegiance mi l tiilelity to the state of Vermont." Though, by 
this act, he oi)tained liis liberty, his propertv, which had T>oen 
taken fmm him, was not restored, nor was that which remained 
allowed to rest inunolested. Debts due the government of Ver- 
mont from insolvent or absconding Yorkers, were satisfied from 
his estate. His books were bonowed by Vermont lawyers to be 

* On ft Bubsequent oecadion Shtttnck petitioned the Council for bU ril«ift% 

^qu!<>««o?ncf iii tlic jn«tip<> of the sentenoe of >ifi!ii'*hment whir>h hn(\ het>n y>ft.««9^<i 
tjpoa laui by tiie Superior court in Septeiobiir, 1782, and piTiviuL: for ]>nr'l(m. 
Ilia prayer waa ^raut«d on tlie 12ih of April, 1794, aad a reaoluUou was passed, 
mtoring Um to ptrtiil flitiMiialiip» and dMkiing his estate fret fron the bsn of 
confiscation. The condition on which theae Hron were bestowed, were that bo 
should pay to the sheriff of Beruiin^ton county £aA lawful money, to aeok tilO 
cof»t^ of proeecntioTi ; satisfy the "just demands of Xsthan Fnj. the jail k^p«r, 
for board ; and give to the treasurer of the state bonds in £l(M), lawful money, 
with sufficient sureties, that he wonld not " enter or preenme to go into tho oonnty 
of Windham, wilhoat ttboty therefor Sret had and obtained** from tho CotmoO. 
With these terras he eompliod, and thus obtained his disohargo. A few vt^eka 
Inter he ncitifiiMl t« GoTernor Chittenden the " diiitrwed cirrumstanees ' of hia 
family, an<^ iimbility to relieve tliem. except in person. A pas«]>ort, sifted 
by the Governor aud Councillors, was accordingly granted to him on the Sth of 
June, 17S4, by which perralaioii wm giron him to TMt Ms flHidly nmiolosted. 
On tho 14tli o# Oetobor. 1785. ho pn^ tlio Oonond AMmbly to rdcMo Ite 
from tto pajmont of the £25 bond. The application w&^ dismirssed without oil 
answer. TonrrmU (;cn. Aft<«. Vt . nn'l Vt. Oonnoil Rooorda^ 1184 Fapifi r dating 
to Vt Controvervy, iu o^e bt*te Y., pu 62. 
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QMd and kc pt. Hie cattle were divided among tlie neighboring 
fr»"^1iff- Much of his houMhold fainitore aerved to enrich the 
beat looma of Jbia atnrdj i^ipoiieiita. A full paidon granted to 
hiiii by tibe Qemnl Aaaembly at tJieir aesuoa in October 
fiAowing, alone aaved bka ftom beggaiy and niin. 

Daring die meeting of the Ooimoil} a memorial was presented 
hy pyrii Osipenter, who at the last session of the Superior 
oonrt had been sentenoed to pay afine for being ^coQcerned in 
a dangerous riof In it be stated that he bad nnoe taken the 
oaith of allegiance ; that he intended to " consider himself'^ in 
die fdtnTe as a good and peaceable subject ; that he was a poor 
man, entirely unable, at present, to satisfy the judgment of the 
court ; and that he desired a remission of the fine, or a suspension 
of collection anlil he should be able to pay. Similar statements 
were made by othera similarly situated, and the whole <iil)ject 
was temporarily settled by the passage of a resolution on 
the '28th, directing the state's attorney for ^Viudiiam county 
to suspend the collection of fines against Cyril Car])enter, 
Edward Carpenter, Asaph Carj^enter, Amos Yaw Jr., Shubael 
Bullock, Elijah Curtis, Joseph Chamberlain, and David Xhor- 
ber, until further orders.* 

In the General Assembly, pursuant to a motion offered by 
Colonel Bradley, the Westminster delegate, a committee, ap- 
pointed on the Ist of March, were authorized to ascertain the 
amount of the expenses attending tlie illness of Bergt. Silvanus 
Fisk, occasioned by tlie injuries he had received from the Yorkers 
whiles up p orii ng the authority of the state. Though the report of 
the committee was x^ected, yet a' resolution was adopted on the 
9d) direotbag the payment of £36 on liis behalf, and the issuing of 
ddere upon the hard money tax" for the purpose of meeting 
any charges which might lemain unsettled.! The expediency 
of contimiiDg a body of troops at Guilford was considered at 
the same session. The opinion of tlie gentlemen who were 
eeiflfftftil to r^)ort npon this point waa favorable to a xednction 

» Ocfolipr 2fith, 1784. Tlie Coancil, in fteeaion at Rutland, resolved, "that the 
fine of Edward Carpenter, Aaaph Carpent*?r, aud Cjrii Carpenter, imposed on 
them bj the Sapreme oourt of this atat^ be, and k kirtbj fauitla&f SlJliai 
fton Comdl Jfivolta 

f At tt« tttti Mwon of the AMembly, the treasurer vas directed by a 
reeolntion. paased October ISth, 1734, *' to iftaue nn order in favor of Silvanus 
Fisk, late deceated, wlio waa vrouoded in the service of this state, for the bnlauce 
due for hia last siciuiess, by the committee of jisy-table, upon either of the 
QoQaeton of the two-pemsy tax within tbia state.** Jofomala, ete. 
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oftheforoediefeatatioiiecL Brig.-Geii.6amiiel Fletcher WBBtlim- 
fore empowerod to proceed to GmUbrdy and diiehugelrom eeiv 
▼ice the Btete troops nuaed for the asBistance of the sheriff of Wmd* 
ham coantf , widi the exception of one lieatenaiit, one ensign, 
two sei^geaatB, two corporals, and twenty-one rank and file. In 
fUfilment of this commksion, Fletcher dismiflsed the militia on 
the 1st of Kareh, retaining odIj Lieut Elijah Knight, and 
a company of men nnder Us command of the number and 
character requisite to meet the Assembly's resolution,* 

Following this reduction, the Yorkiirs, who had fleJ across 
the southern line of the state, emboldened by the belief that 
they would not be resisted as vigorously as they had been 
during the preceding tliree months, began to couteroplate 
a return. Not uiifrequently, under cover of the night, they 
would visit the house of soiiie i'ricndly Yermonter, and engage 
for an honr in conversation respecting the course which the 
victora intended to })ursnc towards the vanquished in the future. 
Unwilling to be regarded as recreant to his dut}', Lieutenant 
Knight redoubled his vigilance, and the opposition wei% in 
consequence, more closely watched than ever before. 

Among the citizens of Guilford who most strictly adheied 
to the jurisdiction of New York, David Gh)odenoogh was 
pre-eminent. He had accepted of a lieutenancy from that 
state; had been imprisoned for this act; had been released 
nnder large bonds; and finally, having been ordered out 
of town, had left his fiunily and taken up his residence tent* 
porarily in MaesachuaettB. Besixoiis of visiting his wife and 
children, whom he had not seen for some time, and finding it 
necesaaiy to go by night, as his life had been threatened, he 
invited Danid Spicer of Bemardston, ^ a young man of good 
repute," to accompany him. Spicer accepted the invitation, 
having, however, previously informed Goodenough that he was 
neutral on the subject of tiie existing controversy, and could 
enter into no quarrel ^ with the Statesmen," as the Yermontera 
weie then styled. 

Leaving Goodenough's quarters at nine o^clock on tlio 
evening of the 5th of March, the two men set out for Guilford. 
Alter procetjcliiig for sonic distance on tlie main road, leading 
north, they strapped on tlieir fenow-shoes, that they might be 
ready to pursue their journey in the woods, should it beoome 

• Joornalt Qm. Am, Yt, Fflbb, VlH> 
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nee o o BO iy, and had advanced about half a nfle williin the limits 
of the town of Goilford, when thej were hailed by a ^* Who 
eomes there firam a man nnder anns," who was stationed at 
the eide of the road. Before time for a reply had been given, 
lieutenant Knight appeared with a force of twenty or more 
men, and following the scout wlio had discovered tlie two tra- 
vellers, endeavored to shoot tlieni down. Aided by the fog 
which partially concealed the light of a full inoon, aiidwiiich, 
in a narrow road ekirted by a thick forest, destroyed the effect of 
the reflection from the snow, Goodeuough and Spicer endea- 
vored to make guud their escape. HaTin^ leaped tlie fence 
that bordered the road, they started for the woods. Kjiight and 
his party followed with threatening and defiant ehontM, and 
having ap])roached within four rods of Sprcer, discliarged their 
pieces at him. One bullet took effect in his hip, and another 
passed directly thron|^ the tmnk of his body,'' cauBing a fatal 
wonnd. Pausing in their pnrsnit, the Vermonters gathered 
about the disabled man, but, as if destifeate <^ the common 
instincts of hnmanity, instead of endeavoring to relieve hia 
sufferings, thej tannted him npon his miserable condition^ and 
ordered him to take hia own knife and cat off hie snow* 
shoeBy^ which l&ey claimed aa their hiwfkl booty. They then 
robbed him of hia anna^ wallet, and money, and having dragged 
him through the snow, a distance of aixty rods, to a honae, left 
him on the floor weltering in blood, and departed nttering angry 
oate at the eacape of the Gmlford Ueitenaat, and expressing 
impione regreta diat he waa not then in the dtnation of the 
dying Spicer. 

Spicer Engered through the night in great agony and died 
on the following morning. During his last hours he, with diffi- 
cult \^ related to "William White «nd James Davidson, of Guil- 
ford, the circumstances of the transaction. Tlie facts which he 
stated witli his dying breath were subsequently reduced to 
writing by them, aad 8Wom to before Judge Richard Morris 
of New York. A narrative of the event was also prepared by 
four of the New York refugees, who had removed to Bemard- 
stoD, an<l was bv them sent to Governor Clinton. At the close 
of the latter prutlnction, the honest sympathies of the uarrators 
found expression in these words 

" Thus fell the innocent 
Our young men fall by the sword, and no one layeth it to heart. 
TraYcUer, can yon refrain from shedding a tear i 

84 
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We mutt Mi viotiiiit to the mo&t savagOi iNurbanmsi and 
nmrderoiiB usago^ imlttB God, in hk alL-wiM providence, is 
pleased to iucUne our fellow-countiyiiiaD to give ua aeaUtaooe 
ia this dark and dismal hour.'' 

Spicer had serrod aa a aaigeant in the militia of MaMchn- 
setta during the reFolntionaiy wary and had obtained his dia- 
charge in die month of Jane previona to his death. Aa haa 
been alreadj obeerred, he waa an inhabitant of a town in that 
Btate ; waa Idndlj disposed towards both the Yorkers and Yer- 
monters ; and had never been concerned in the diapotes relative 
to the jurisdiction of the New Hampshirs Grants. Snch being 
the factS) the conclusions appended to a distorted aeconnt of 
the affair, written by a citizen of Vermont, wiiich appeared at 
the time in Tliomu^j's Massacliusetts Spy, cannot but be ro- 
l^arded na illiberal and unjust. " Unhappily for the unfortn- 
]uUe man," observed tho newspaper chronicler, referring to 
Spicer, " he was a subject of the state of Massachusetts, but 
being out of the line of his duty, by interfering in a contention 
which this state pretends to hold only with that of Xew York, 
though we lament tlic deatli a fa llow-creature, yet we consi- 
der him as having received that reward which is justly due to 
every one who espouses a cause on the pnnoiples of prejudice 
and partiality."* 

Fearing that the people in the northern towns of Massachu* 
setts would be instigated both by the wishes of the Yorkera 
residing among 4hem, and by a determination to avenge the 

• M3. Affidavita, dated March 29th, 1784. Ma Letter IhMB Timothy Church, 
WilHam White, Nathaniel Corpent^r, 5^muel liixby, to Governor Clinton, dated 
BernardHtoii, March 10th, 1784. Thoiiias"» Mii^s. Spy, No. 676, April 8, 1784. 

The statement of Uie transactioo which appeared iu ttie Spy, and which ia 
retortd to ia lh« tcit, wit IUm ia «very partienkr, thrt alou caetptod wkUb. 
ianouDMd that Spicer waa ** mortally wounded" and that he expired. It wae 
prepared at Windsor, Vermont, and was in these words : — " We hear a party of the 
Yorkers, c'>!)«!-«titi<? of about fifty, made a rceoniu>!t»^rin'» pxc^nryion a fow ■vreolcs 
since in the night Bca^on ; hut meeting with our pe(^)ple ^wiio hAiled them s^^veral 
times and received no answer), were fired upon, byvwhich one man was mortallj 
wounded, who expired aoon eftenrardiL By him, they laorn Uiat ievaral had 
bells fired through their liats, but none received any flesh woiiml." 

.Tfther SjuVrr f)f Leyden, Mji*^ftchu*t'tt.a. a brother of l)uiiiel Spieor. Borvo<l <lur- 
ing a port of the years HRt". and I7h7 in the well-known "Shny ei Rebfllion," and 
was kUied on the 26th oi January, in the latter year, while engaged with oth«ra 
ia aXL alkanipt to telce the aieenal at Springfield. It is said that be w^ore on thia 
eeeaiioB the viae eoat in whieh his brother was elad when wonnded by the Tetw 
monters, and that the fatal ball posted through the same hole which had been 
made by thflir buUek Yt Qaaette«r, pi 148. Hoihuid:a Bkt Wert. liiA, i lea. 
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deatii oj^ Spi^eiv 1o irthusk the state tifM>p6, Lieutenant Knight 
increased his Ibrce by levies from Dnmmerston and the neigh- 
boring towns. At the same time, he strengthened his outposts, 
that he might have timely wnriiing of any hostile incursion. 
From the statement of charge*?, presented to the treasurer of 
the state of Verniont, on account of services performed in this 
emergency, wliich statement is still preserved, it appears that 
a certain "Dan Bill," and otlior friendly Guilfordites, rendered 
valuable aid as scouts and exj^rogses ; that »Tohn Noyce was 
several times employed " in watclung y* inotioiis of y* in- 
c^iro>ontfi and that pilots were engaged, both by day and by 
night, in guiding the trooj>B along the drifted roads to those 
localities which seemed most to require protection. 

Having rendered his position as secure as circumstances 
woild penhity Knight, on the 7th of March, despatched a 
messenger to ^e Legislature, who were still in session at Ben- 
nington, with information of the events which had occurred. 
Immediste action was taken upon the subject, as presented by 
the messenger and by the letter which he bore, and a series of 
rcsolntions were passed, appn^riate to ^e exi^cies of the 
occasion. On the 9th, Governor Chittenden was dedred to 
write to the Govemcr of the commonwealth of Massachusetis, 
** on the subject of l2ie tnmnlts in Windham connly, requesting 
him U) grant warrants for apprehending snch inimical persons'' 
as had fled or might flee from jnstiee into that state firom Yer> 
txK>nt General Fletcher was requested to repair to the connty 
Off Windham, and on ejounining into the circumstances of the 
disorders there, was empowered to call into service the militia 
of his own brigade, and of the other brigades in the state, 
should he deem such measures necessary, and to dismiss them 
when he should judge best. Tlie commissary general was 
authorized to collect and receive the provisions due on a pro- 
vision tax which had been levied during the years 1780 
and 1781, in Windham county. The wages ol tiie troo])s, 
wlio might be called into service, were fixed at the buuie 
rates at which the troops had been paid who had served at 
Guilford during the preceding winter.* 

Before the return of tlu' iih -- enger from Bennington, a report 
had been industriously circulated that an army was coming 
from Massachusetts to avenge the death of Spieer, and reinstate 
the Yorkers in their possessions. Terrified at this aDoouuce- 

* JoumAk Gen. Asa. Vl, k'ch. and March, 1784. 
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nMoty and awaie of lu» inabilitf to eope with anj conndermble 
foree, Knight letMted in grait hiate to BntHeboiOQ^ and 
sonmumed the militia to hit aid. Hare he snbaeqiiently met 
Fletcher, who aatftu^d him that no danger was to he appre- 
hended from the qnarter whence danger had been expected, and 
that the Torken were not onlj unprepared, but unable to make 
anjhoetiledanooatiatlon. At the same timei Fletcher diamiaeed 
the militia whom Enii^t had called oat, and thus aooeeeded in 
quieting the apprehensions of the people. Before the wd <^ the 
month of March, the company of state troops, which had been 
located in the southern part of the county, was dismissed from ser- 
rice, and society relieTed from tiie teiTOii^ ui Iaw almost 
martial. 

At a town meeting, held in Guilford, a short time after these 
events, tlie Yorkers assembled in full numbers and chose Hugh 
Stowell, one of their own ]>a] ty, iiir^derator. Thoucrh in the 
majority, they were cnsti ained, tliruiigh fear, to adjourn until 
the 8th of June following, without transacting any businej^^^. 
Of the meeting held on this occasion, no account remains, nor 
are any records to be found of tlu; proceedings of the town for 
the next seven years, it is traditional that both parties held 
public and private meetings during that period, producing thna 
a state of anarehj by no means advantageous to the advance* 
ment of the town, or the welfare of its citizens. " The Yorkers» 
although they had the town books, dared not enter their pro- 
ceedings in them, and both sides kept secret their own reocorda. 
During this confusion and jealousy, one party stole the leoords 
of the other and bmied them, together with their own, many 
deeds, and a number of pioprietora^ papers, in the earth within 
Ihe town ponnd." There they remamed nntil the exact loeali^ 
of tfaehr concealment waa well-nigh forgotten. When, after the 
lapse of several yean, they were disooyered and bron^t to 
lights they were so mnch mutilated, as to be entirely illegible.* 

Soon after the death of Spicer, Qovemor CSnttenden com- 
mnnicated the intelligence <Mf the eirenmstance io Governor 
John Hancock of MaasaehnsettB. The relativeeof tfaedeceaeed 
memozialized the General Court of that commonwealth on the 
same subject. In consequence of these and other represen- 
tations, and in order to prevent the recurrence of a similar 
event in counection with aqy other <iitizen of ALassachusetts, 

* Yt Gazetteer, 144. 
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CbTemor Honoook pabl]0hed the flowing proelamatioa on the 
Mthof Hsrch: 

Whereas an nnhappy dispnte has snbsiBted between some 
of the citiseDB of the state of New Toik and the people mhabit- 
ing the territoiy catted the New Hiampabiie 6nnts> or state of 
' Vermont ; and it being probable, from the present dispositiott 
of the parties, that the same controrersy may be reoommenoed, 
to the great distress and cakmity of all concerned therein ; and 
there being great reason to fear that some of the citizens of 
this commonwealth, who live on the borders of the said state of 
Vermont^ Tnay, by incautiously interineddlin^f witli the conten- 
tion, involve themselves and families in that <li stress which is at 
all times the consequence of civU dissensiunB, unless care is 
taken to prevent it : 

"I have, therefore, at the ret^uest of the General Court, 
thought fit to issue this proclamation, commanding and eiijoiu- 
ivsfy it uj nn all the citizens of thiis commonwealth, that in all 
and every controvcnjy now existing^, or that may lu ieutlter 
oxist hctween the citizens of New York anci the people inliabit- 
ing the said state, or between any of them, in whatever form or 
manner the same may exist, they, the citizens of this common- 
wealth, conduct themselves according to the strictest rules of 
neutrality; and that they give no aid or assistance to either 
party ; but that those who live on the bordei-s of the said state, 
and within this commonwealth, sell to each party indifferently, 
such things as they have to selli without giving preference to 
either; that they send no provisionB, arms, ammunition, or 
necessaries to a fortress or garrison, besieged by either party. 
And all the citizens and inhabitants of this commonwealth are 
absolntelj and most solemnly forbidden to take arms in support 
ofy or engaging in the service, or contributing to the conqnest, 
snecess, or defence of either of the said parties, as they will 
answer it at their peril.'' 

niis timely warning tended to allay the malevolent feelings 
which had already arisen in the breasts of the inhabitants of 
northern Hassachnsetts against the people of Yermont, and 
placed m its proper light tibe condnet of those^ who^ sitoated in 
other respects similarly to 8picer, had escaped his tmhappy 
ftte.* 

Among the acts passed by the Legislature of Yennont dur- 

• ThoDiM's MMMohuMtU Spy, April 8th, 1784, Ko. 
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in<^ the February and March session, was one giving, had 
been given on ibrmer occasions, })<)wer to the Governor and 
Council, daring the recess, to pardon those persons, residing in 
Windham coimty, wlio had traitoronaly taken up arms aguoBt, 
and otherwise opposed the authority oi the state, limnerona 
applications for pardon were presentedi in conseqnence of dds 
provision, and jnanj who had been noted as violent Yvtken," 
seeing that all attempts to oppose the established government 
would be in vain, quietlj submitted to the jurisdiction wlueh 
they had opposed with so much detenninatloii, and became 
citiaens of Vermont 

Although the settlement of the river towns had not bean 
perceptibly retarded by the civil dissensions which liad dis- 
turbed the peace of a portion of the community, yet the 
prospect of a settlement of difficulties seemed to give new life 
to society, by infusing into its eompontimi the element of a 
healthful competition. In Windsor county, the want of an 
appropriate building for holding tlie courts had for some time 
been acknowledged, but the rivalrj- existing between the inland 
and tliu river towns had [uevunted tlie eelection of a location. 
A meeting was finally called by the authority of the county, at 
the town house in Windsor, for thu purpose of decidiug in what 
town a court liouse and jail filiould be erected. In an-wer to 
the call a few were present at tlie meeting on the ITth of 
March, but nothing waa accomplished, from the want of a 
quorum. Aware of the difficulties which would arise from a 
diticussiou of the eliiribility of different localities, and convinced 
that Windsor, already a county town, ali'orded the greatest 
advantages for the erection of a county building, a number of 
the citizens of that place assembled, and subscribed iq^ward of 
£100 towards defraying the expenses of erecting an edifice iaXkj 
feet in length and thirty-four in width, to be finished in a man- 
ner appropriate to the uses for which it was designed. A coua- 
potent builder was immediately es^gaged, and the structure was 
commenced within three days after its ereotum had been 
resolved on.* 

For the puipose of inciting the Legislature of ^ew Yoik to 
actloni Qovemor Clinton laid before the Senate, on the 27lh of 
March, a number of letters containing accounts of the disotdera 
prevailing ^ in Cumberland county," and of ti^ diaagpfeaable 

• Acta 0«n. Am, Yi, MmpqIi, 1784. Tbommf^ MiMiBlwitti Bgf, Aftfl 14A» 
1784, 2i<k. 677. 
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situation to which many of the citusens of Kew York had been 
tliereby reduced. This infonnation was soon after transmitted to 
Philadelphia, and Charles De Witt and Ephraim Painey two of 
the delegates in Congress from Kew York, represented to that 
body, on the 24tli €i Aprils and in the phiineet terms, tlieir views 
«nd those of their constituents respectmg the coarse which had 
been adopted to drive the Yorkers either into submission or from 
their homes. Bnt Governor Chittenden and Ethan AHeui 
tiiongh not the most polished rhetoricians, possessed by natnre 
» fordUe style of expression, and proved themselves on paper, 
as weQ as in the field, a match for their antagonists. "While 
the New Toik delegates, on the floor of Congress, were depre- 
cating the condition to which many of the inhabitants in 
Windham oonnty had been redneed, and were calling on the 

impartial world '* to bear witness to the " rectitude, mcxlera- 
tion,and liberality " of the measures they had adopted to effect 
a settlement of tlie question of jurisdiction, Chittenden declared 
Uiat Vermont would act on the detbnsive, and invoked the 
t^'elve states to " obt.erve a strict neutrality, and let the two 
contending states settle their own controverbj." Alien, too, 
urged his fellow-citizens to conihiiic to Kii|)i[)oii; the "liberty and 
independency " of the state, and in the culuinns of the Yennont 
Gazcttu liiid before the public his own views as to the policy 
which should obtain in the fonnatiou and establishment of a 
nation. During the summer, the congressional committee to 
wliom the representation of Paine and De Witt had been re- 
ferred, reported favorably to the admission of Vermont into the 
Union. An effort was made, on the 3d of June, to take into 
consideration the views embodied in the* report, but Congress 
refused to devote their time to the subject, and the question of 
tiie controversy, so far as the representatives of the United 
Btatea wm concerned, without any agreement as to the time 
when it should be fairly met and definitely settled, was left un- 
decided, to the great detriment of all parties concerned in its 
final diq[K)sition.* 

At the session of the Superior court, held in Februaiy last, 
official notice had been taken of the injury done to Seigt Sil- 
vanus Fisk, and a presentment had been made of those who it 
was supposed had been concerned in the attack In which he 
snfiered. Some of the delinquents had been punished at the 

• TMOBt GikMU«, November 18th. 17S4 Joonflll OpQ^ taS td, 
19S4. JowimI S«Dtt^ N. Y., Ith MMioo, 71. 
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time, wliilu othoi^ had been allowed to n niiiin unapprelivnded. 
On the 2^ih ol Juue, warrants founded on the indictnient^ of 
the grand jury were issued, and Henry Evans, Samuel j5ixby, 
William AVhite, Joseph Eliot, Samuel Melcndy, and Giles 
Huberts were brought before a court of in<|uiry, held at West- 
minster on the 9th of July, at which John Sessions, chief Judge 
of the county court, presided. As the result of this examinsr 
tioDy the dcliri quents were bound over to take their trial on the 
charges alleged against them, at the next session of the Supe- 
rior court Worn oat by the indignities to which for a lo^g 
time they had been, subjected, and aware that a continuance in 
their present course would only sink them deeper in trouble, 
they presented their grievances to the General Assembly of 
Yennont on the 25th of October. In the form of a petition^ thej 
stated that they had for several years owed and paid allegianoe 
to the United States and the stote of New York, and in consch 
quence of their loyalty had suffered by imprisonment, confiscar 
tion of estates^ etc Beferring to the apattiy of Congress, they 
acknowledged that they had lost all confidence in public 
fkith." ThoQgh expressing their willingness to stand the trial 
at which tliey liad bound themselves to appear, they asked for 
pardon, and to be received as citizens of the state. 

Another petition of a Bimilar import, signed by twenty of the 
"late disaftected iiiliubitanti:," was presented to the General 
Assembly oa the same day. Both papers were referred to a 
committee, who, on the 27th, reported tuvurably to tlie ])rayer 
of the petitioners. A bill was accordingly prcp'ared and passed, 
granting a free pardon to twentv-six persons, who hud ]»reviou6ly 
been 02)en and avowed opponents of the govemnu nt of Ver- 
mont. Of tliese, seven were citizens of Rrattleborougli, eight- 
een of Guiilbrd, and one of Marlborough. By the terms of 
the act, forgiveness was extended to them for all the crim<» 
they had committed, and all their property, real and personal, 
which had been taken from them, as forfeited to the state, and 
which had not been disposed of, was to be returned, provided 
they should appear before some justice of the peace in the 
county of Windham, within two months from the time of the 
publication of the act, an(ji take tlie oath of allegiance to the state. 

In answer to a petition from Charles Phelps for ^ a fall pai^ 
don," and a reversion of the sentence of the Supreme court, re> 
specting the confiscation of his property, a joint committee of 
the Oouncil and Assembly stated in their report, that he had 
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acted meritorioiMly m fbrmer tunes, in endeayonng to prevent 
the state of New York from re-granting the lands on the New 
Hampehire Grants, and in opposing a union and association of 
the people of Onmberland oonnty with New Yixk ; that he had 
been ^ yery serviceable to his country, by procuring and sett- 
ing, without profit to himself, a quantity of aims, ammunition, 
and salt that, on the other hand, he had for a number of 
years past, been ^exceedingly obstinate against and troublesome 
to^' the government ; and had had the sentence of imprison- 
ment and confiscation passed upon him as the punishment of the 
crime of treason. On account of "his tbnner merit, his ad vauued 
age, and the l»a(l circumstances of his family," they recom- 
mended that hib request should be granted. IW the act which 
passed the Assembly on the strencrth of this udvice, the attain- 
der of treason with wliich lie had been disgraced at tlie last 
te4?.sion of the court %vafl removed, and directions were given 
that all h'm estate, botli real and personal, with the exception of 
such as liad been already disposed of, should be restored to liim 
on the pa3"ment of £35 lawful money, as an indemnification to 
the state for the costs of prosecuting the various actions which 
had been brought against him. Satisfied with the terms of this 
act, Phelps accepted the pardon for which he had asked, and 
became, nominally, a citizen of Vennont. In feeling and prin- 
eiple be remained devoted to the cause of New York until the 
day of his death* His last will was dated at "New Marl- 
borough, in the county of Cumberland and state of New York." 
In this instrument, referring to the people of Yermont, he stated 
that ihefy had depriyed him of his possessions, and thereby re- 
duced Idm to pover^, but expressed a fiiint hope that relief 
would be finmd Ibr hia descendants in the legislation of coming 
years. However mistaken he may have been in the means by 
wbidi he sought to manifest his loyalty towards New Yor^ yet 
Hie sineeri^ Si his professions in behalf of that stated during die 
time in which he avowed them, cannot be doubted, and in the 
vsport of the oommittee of the Legislature of Yermoiit, on which 
was based tiie act of pardon which was passed in his favor, 
even bis enemies acknowledged the good services he had done 
in behalf of American freedom, and bore witnees to bis strenuous 
endeavors in past periods, to advance the interests and increase the 
comforts of the early settlers on the New Hampshire Grants.* 

* Jlimndft G«n. Am Tt,0«t Mill, 1984. OftM Tt^ State F9«% pp^ it4» 
49S. 
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The strenuous meaftures of the government of Vermont, 
exerted for several years with determination, had at leogtli 
silenced effectually the open oppoeition of those who acknow- 
ledged the jurisdiction of New York. The inhabitanti of the 
^iepamte toad independent'' state, who for eight years had 
maintained a wnl and political existence, began now to Vook 
forwwd with aeaiuance to the period when they shoeld be 
veoogniied as an integral part of the confederated states, and 
permitted to eojoy the benefits arising from the Union which 
they, to a certain extent, had helped to oreate and maintww^* 
IboQgh Congren refbeed to eneonrage them in tibe hope that 
Yennont would be admitted, aa an eqnalyto a share in the fede- 
lal goremment, yet the report had gone abroad Hiat no difi- 
enlty wonld be experienced in effecting the kng-daaired cqq- 
nection* Alarmed at this rmnor, Jotham B^^mr, Timotiiy 
Ohurch, William White, and Samnel Bixby^ in behalf of a 
nnmber of the <^byal sobjects" of New York, xeaiding in Gail> 
ford and Bratdeborough, wrote to Ooyemor CBiiitonen AelMi 
of March, 1785. • " We would inform you," said they in this 
communication, " that it is commonly reported tbat there are 
now twelve states convened at Congresb in the city of New 
York. ])e8i(ie8 tlic agents from Vermont, who we do hear have 
repork'd that all those people that called themsolves the sub- 
jects of Kew York, have yii'lded quiet subuiiNsiuu uutu Ver- 
mont, and that they have tiikon tlio oath of tidelitv imto it; 
and aljw^, how that the VLiinoiitei's biive obeyed Congress in 
restorin^^ and in making good all our damages; and also, how 
that tiuiy have relinquished the large fiiu s that they have laid 
on many of us for obeying Congress, or ratliiT, lur disobeyin*]^ 
Vermont Now, kind sir, we have groat reason to bless the 
great Gbd of truth, that we and many others, not only here on 
the GrantBy but also our neighbors in the Bay state, can widi 
tnith sajy and do dare to say, that there is no oolor of truth in 
each a re|M>rt We say that there is not one man of the York 
parfy who haa taken die oath of aUegianoe unto Vermont, ex- 
eeptihig only tadi of them as hare -been taken and eoudned in 

* '*11i6T<niioiil«iMemmiidi«lafted«eih«U«ortlMfrM^ 

the oonfederatioB of the United Statet : and imMl Hwif licv* wmmn tor exulta- 
tion, since they will pnrf ioipat« in the advantages, and have borne hnt a small 
part of thp px]'ori''ea attending thelatp Revolution. Their delegates liavo urtived 
At Congress, and presented their creJeutiaU, but vhetber they have takeu th^r 
■Mti^ w« are not inforuMd." 8«l«ni (Mam.) GaaaCta^ JamiAiy 4th» lYSfi. 
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gftol, and fed with the braad and water of affliction, and made 
to aaffer both irifth eokl and hanger, being in iron chains and 
ibtten." 

Oontanoing in thia etndn, thej dechmd tike alatem^ ihat 
jreBtitiition had been made to than lor damagea, " a right-down 
iUMihood f thati on tiia contnuy, their opponents ware ^ lay- 
ing heavy fines nid tnc^ on thean, yea, Teiyheaiy indeed;'' 
'that his -^onljr eow" had been taken firmn many a poor man ; 
and tiiat sereial eiliaeaa had been obliged ^to quit their Anns 
and flee into tiia Biqr itete for protection, walb their ^unifies, 
there to get iMr bread as they can.'' They asanxed the Go- 
ranor that it was the fixed determination of some of their nnm- 
ber who were " somewhat low in the woiid," to leave these 
regions of horror aa goon as the spring doth open, and fly away, 
that tlicy may be at lebl h-om these \ cruionter8." K\ ery day 
we are "in jeopardy of our lives and fortunes," said they. 
** We arc taken for every otlence, let it be ever so mvdW ; and 
as certainly as tiiat we are taken and tried by the Yeruiont au- 
thority, we are obliged to pay all c(>6ts and daniairts — whether 
jn^t oY unjust, it makes no matter." Having made kiniwu their 
condition by the presentation of facts which no caic pretended 
to deny, tiiey concluded their memonal with a petition, whicli 
Grovemor Clinton wonld liave been rejoiced to grant, had ho 
potisosised the power. " It is the hearty prayer and wish of all 
your g<x)d subjects here, that his Excellency would exert him- 
self unto the uttermost of his power to deliver this distressed 
people out of the hands of these wicked tyrants.*'* 

Hiongh Congress studiously maintained silence on the ques- 
tion of the admission of a new state, the legislators of Vermont 
deemed it best to be prepared to meet any proposals to that 
effect which might be offered. On the IBth of October, the 
General Assembly, then in session at Windsor, elected Moses 
Eobiosoo, Ira Allen, and Stephen E. Bradley, their agents to 
Congress, lio opportunity was afforded these gentlemen of 
initiating negotiations for a friendly union between Yermont 
and the United States ; yet there were but few in the state who 
conld hare oondncted a transaction of this nature with greater 
dignity and effect than they. 

Internal dissensions haying been brought to an end, the dan* 
1^ of inYseion from a foreign foe haying long since ceased to 

• OMtf» dbtoa Pipen» in oSko Sm Stite F. T., vd. n doe. SSSt. 
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be expected, the inhabitants of Yermoat began to turn their 
attention with groat assiduity to the improyement of the moral 
and civil condition of the state. PerauaBion haying been 
granted by the Ctoneral Assembly, taxes were levied in varioos 
towns far the pnipoee of obtaining the means <xf bnilding . 
churches and gnimmw schools. Old county houses were fe> 
paired, and new ones erected. Oooununication between the 
different towna was rendered more easy by the construction ct 
roads. Bivera were spanned by bridge built with the proceeds 
of lotteries anthorued by law. Ferries, were establisfaed at 
ayailable poinfta on the Oonnecticnt Hie fiuemer cnltiyEted lus 
land with greater care and more peraeyering labor. The arti- 
aan toiled at his ocenpation eheerfbUy, and with gpod hope cf 
the fbtore. One cause for disquiet alone remained. Tbe inoih 
bus of debt brooded oyer many like a threatening doud. VMy* 
menti if enforced at this time, could not be made without pro- 
dndi^ ihe dbest want When, at a later period, judicial 
authority was inroked to enibroe lihe ezeention of ihe laws 
against debtors, results followed which showed but too plainly 
the remoter effects of the revolution, which for seven years had 
watited tiie euergy and expended the treasure of a nation. 
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-"-Commiauoiien of the Land OfliM Appropffiftta land* for th« nffcm^ litii- 

ftted in Clinton, now Bainbrif^tjA — Covemor rbittenden's i\d<lro'»!» t^ tbe people 
of Vermont — Insurrection at Windsor— Trial uf meurgeut* — Auoili. r disturb- 
a&06— Military called out — 01>edidoee to law enioreed — ^Lawa reii«Ting the 
j ji t rew w «f the people — DispoiitioQ MnoDg proniaeDt «itiaent «f Nev York* 
favomfala to the acknowledgment of Vermont at an independent state — Bill for 
thi« purpose introduced into the Legislature of New York — Ilandlton's speech 
in its behalf — It fails — Bonnds of Cumberland and Oloa<re»t»»r eountie<i — ^Adop- 
Uoo. of the eooatitution of the United States CorresponJciice between JUbt 
thaalel GUpom «ad JdmmiUr Htmi1teii>*-'OoiniiiiMi«)ii<i» appointed by New 
Toil: to 4m]«n V«raoat • teptrato itrte- -^OominiMiomiii ftppointod 1^ Y«r> 
mont to meet them — Other commissioners appointed by New York — Deliber»> 
tions of the oimmiwnncr^ nf the two state? — Rpport of the New York com- 
misfiionert) — Is approved of bj the Lotri-lHtut o uf Vermont, who pa«s au act for 
paying $30,000 to liew York, as an indemnity — Convention at Bennington for 
oowideiiiig «ipedieuey of asking for Yemont adiduiioii into the UmoD— 
Kcgotutioni— Yermont become* one of United fltt tto J MHrion of flio 
$9Q»000 ■moqg tfai N«v Yoik daianiitL 

• 

By di^ir opposition to the government of Vermont, the snp- 
porters of New ¥ofk reeidiDg in the aonthern part of Windham 
conntT had loet many of their pefsooal effects ; had been 
obliged to neglect, to a certain extent, the cultivation of their 
fiuina, and the care of their promisees ^^^^ suffered inoon- 
Teniences, serious and withoat nnmlrav. These cavses, com- 
bined with the fines and imprisonment to which thej had 
been subjected, had rednced &em to a condition of poverty 
from which they codM not well recover withont assistance. 
On the 24th of Febmaiy, 1786, Ibnothy CShnrch, William 
%attnck, and Henry Evans addressed a petition to the LcgisU- 
tnre of New York on the subject of the losses which they and 
their fellow-snffererB liad sustained. In this paper thej stated 
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that thej and their friends, ^ by their attachment, seal, and 
activity in endeavoring to support the jnat and lawM anthocity 
of New York," had incurred the diBpIeaanre of those who 
styled theinselveB freemen of Yennont ;" that they had been led 
to believe by the resolutions of Congress-^espeeiaUy those ol* 
the 5th of December, 1783 — and by tiie laws and declaradons 
of the Legislature of New York, that ^ die lawless and ungrate- 
fril usurpers" of the jurisdiction of that state ^ would be 
brought to submit to its lawful antliority f that they had been 
deceived in these reasonable expectations ; and that their oppo- 
nents had " risen in arms to the number of four or five hun- 
dred" a«jrainst them, had killed one and wounded others of their 
number, had driven some from their habitations or imprisoned 
them, and had confiscated the estates and sold the effects of 
many. " Your petitioners cannot but hope," tliey observed in 
conchi^ion, "that liaviiig thus sacrificed tluir all; suffered 
eucli exquihito tortures, banishment.-, imprisonments in loath- 
some gaols, half-starved and threatened with being put to 
ignominious deaths, but that your honors will take their case 
into your most sci ious consideration, and grant tliem some 
relief in their deplorable situation. And your petitioners, as in 
duty bound, will ever be good citizens of the state of New 
York."* 

This petition was read in the Senate on the 27th, and was 
committed to Messrs. Williams, L'Hommedteu, and Douw. On 
the 28th, Church, Shattuck, and Evans prepared a verified list, 
containing not only the names of those who had suffered on 
account of their attachment to New York, but also a statement 
of the amount of damages they had sustained. By this it * 
appeared that of those who had been either impriaooed, 
banished, or deprived of their effects, four were civil officers, 
twenty-one military officers, and nearly a hundred private 
soldiers. It was also shown that their losses amounted to 
£16,668 186. 8d. On the 1st of 3Careh, Mr. L'Hommedieu, 
from the committee to whom was referred the petition, pre- 
sented the following report : — 

^ It appears to the committee, that the petitioaers, with 
many others holding offiees, both civil and miHtary, under the 
anthority of this state, with other inhabitants of the county of 
Cuiiibcrland, have greatly sufiered in their persons and estates, 

• Papers relaliiig to Vt CoatiOTerty, in office S«a Stoto N. T., 0L I>o& 
, Hiat N. Y., iT. 1014, 1015. 
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sttd are rtill sabject to hiwwj fines impoeed by the antiiority of 
the awomed etete of YermoBl, Ibr no other crime than support* 
ing the lawfol audtority of tfaie state in the said eoonty^ whidi 
they from time to time have done, in ponoanee of sundry reso* 
Intions of CSongress, the several laws of this state, and the 
directionsofthdrsnperMnrs in office. That the petittoners, with 
others wbtm fhey represent^ being deprired in a great measnre 
of the means of subsistence, and having become odions to the 
jmsent gOYemment of the Baid assumed state, by reason of 
their supporting the laws of this state in the Baid county, are 
unable to continue longer in the baid county without the great- 
est inconvenience to themselves and I'aniilies, and are desirous 
of renuiv'ing immediately into the western parts of this . tate^ 
provided they could procure vacant lands fit for cultivatiun. 
That in the opinion of your committee, the said petitionei-s and 
otiiei's whom they re])re8ent, have a claim on the state for some 
compensation for their sufferings and losses, and tliat it will be 
proper for the state to grant to the petitioners and tlic pei'sona 
they represent, a quantity of vacant land equivalent to a town- 
ship ot" eight mile'? prpinre." 

After reading the report, ^Ir. I/lIommedieu delivered it in 
"at the table," where it was again read, and apn'eod to. There- 
upon, the Senate resolved " tliat the Legislature, during their 
present meeting, will make provision for granting to Col* Ti- 
mothy Church, Major William Shattnck, Mi^or Henry EyanS) 
and about one hundred other persons whom they represent, a 
quantity of vacant lands eqnal to a township of eight miles 
square." A copy of this resdntion was immediately sent to 
the Assembly, and on the same day a resolntioa of ooncorrence 
was retomed to the Senate.*' 

Soon aft^ these proceedings, measures were taken to com* 
ply with the detetminatioa expressed in this eonenrxent resolu- 
tion. The rsenlt of these efiorta was seen in the twentieth 
cJanse of *^ An act for the speedy sale of the unappropriated 
lands within the state, and fst other ptnposes iJierein men- 
tioned," passed on the 5th of Hi^. By this elaase^ it was 
enaoted tiiat ''it shall, and may be lawfbi to, and for the said 
commissioners [of the land office], to appropriate a traet of land 
equal to eight miles square, in any of the townships to be laid 

• Journal S«nat« N. Y., •th eemion, pp. 82, tS^ 8S. Jonrnal A»embly N. T., 
9th Bemian, p. U. Papen relating to Yt Oontrortlij, in offlM 8«e. 8t«t« If. Y., 
p. 63. Doc Hist X. Y„ ij. 1016-1017. 
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ont in pursuance of this act, for the use of Colonel TuDoihy 
Cburcbf Mi^or William Shattnek, and Major Henrr Evansi and 
such other persons of the counties of OutnberlaBd and Glonces- 
ter, aa ahail bo deemed hj the aaid oonmunionen to be suffer- 
en in oppoaing the government of the pretended etate d Yep^ 
mont, and to gnnl ^ land in such township, in gneh propor- 
tion to each of each anffioren, aa to the aaid oonunliaioDetB ahaU 
eeem meet and proper, and to direct letters patent to be pre- 
pared accordingly, and, haying approyed of the same, the 
Governor, or penon adminiatering the govenment of thia state 
for the time being, shall cause the great seal of this state to be 
affixed thereto.'** 

On the 6th of May, the day following the adoptioa of this 
act, a meeting of the commissioners of the land office was held 
in the city of New York, at tlie office of tlie secretary of ^tatc. 
lieco^'-nizing the full force of the act, the title of which iiiis 
been already cited, and of a resolution tliey had previously 
passed, in which they described generntly the lanil wliich they 
intended to bestow upon thobc who had bulfered in the service 
of the state — the commifisioners res^olved "that the following 
tract of land oqnal to eight miles b<|uare, in a township to be 
laid out agreeable to the said act and the preceding resolution, 
be uiid is hereby appropriated for the use of Colonel Timothy 
Church, Major William Shattnclc, and Major ILenry Evans, 
and Bucli other pei'sons of the counties of Cumberland and 
Gloucester as shall be deemed by this board to be sufferers in 
opposing the government of the pretended state of Vermont, to 
wit : — Beginning at a point on the west bank of the ITnadilln 
or Tianaderha river, one mile northerly from where the same 
empties itself into the Bnsqnehanna, and thence running down 
the said river to the mouth thereof, thence southerly along the 
line mn by Simon Hetcalfe for the line of cession, commonly 
called the line of property, established at the treaty with the 
Indians at Fort Stonwix in the year 1768« eight miles, and 
extending from thence and from the place of be^nning west so 
flur aa to inclnde 40,900 acres, the noith and sondi bouids to be 
east and west lines, and the west boonds to be a norlih and 
south line, and that a certified copy of this resolution be a sn^ 
fident warrant to the surveyor general to snrvej the same.** 

The prosecution c/[ the claims of die Kew York adherents 
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was entnutod to the care of Timotiiy Chureh and William 
Shattock. On the 11th of Jolj, at a meetiog of the commis- 
tkom d the land offioe^ held in the city of Kew York, they 
pnodnoed to the boaid a list of the names of one hmidred and 
eeven peraona, inhabitants of Onmberland comity, with their 
affidavit, proving that the said penone were BoffarerB in oppoe* 
ing the go?enmient of the pretended state of Vermont, and 
that the quantity let down on the said list opposite to the 
names of the zespectiYe penoos, are the proportions which they 
woold, on an estimate of tiieir respective \<me& of property 
end time, and sufferings hj impriBonment, respectively be enti- 
tled to, of tlie tract of ei^ht miles square, appropriated, ap^ree- 
able to law, by this Ijoard for their use, on a presumption tliat 
tlitie were no other sulieTere." On a closer investigation, the 
board concluded that there might be other persons equally en- 
titled to " the bounty of the state," wliose names were not 
ioberted in the list presented by Church and Shattuck. This 
opinion was sustained by the fact that the list did not " in any 
instance extend to the inhabitants of Gloucester county." A 
reb< UiJii III vrna tlierefore passed, "that there be reserved of the 
tract a{)propriated as aforesaid, the (juantity of 0,400 acres, 
equal to ten lots, to satisfy the claims of sucli of the said suifer- 
ers as may not be included in the list now i)roduced." 

The board then proceeded to the consideration of the claims 
of tlie several persons named iu the list, and having acknow- 
ledged them " to be sulerers in opposing the goTeinment of 
tlie pretended state of Yermont," distributed among them, in a 
ratio proportionate to their losses, fifty-four lots of 640 acres 
each, reserving ten lots of 640 acres each to meet any just 
demands for compensation that might be made in the future. 
Of the land thns granted, limo&y Church received 3,840 
acres ; William Shattnck, 3,200 acres ; Henry Evans, 1,920 
acres; Francis Front/, 1,180 acres; Hesekiah Stowell, 840 
acres; William White, Joseph Peck, Daniel Ashcraft, and 
David Thnrber, each 640 acres ; Charles Phelps, 608 acres ; 
James Davidson, 500 acres ; and the rest smaller quantities.* 

• Daniel Shepard«on reoeived 280 acres. On tlie 4tli of Julv, 178G, a fow duj-s 
b«fow the allotment was nia<le, he wrote to Goveriior ( "linton from Guilfonl, iti- 
formbg his Excellency that h« wm diasatisfied with the »tAteinent« that Mr. Shat- 
tock bad pr«Mnt«d ooneeniuig hi* (ShepardM«ni) Vmm by the T«mMnt«n. At 
IImimim tioi«^ h« cmrnmiiiicsltd m •pttoaM «f Ub \xmm in tbete wofd»:»'*Bj 
the B(>st Iit«niat« th»t I Can make on the Whole for Time and Money Spent and 
fvr My Oitol tin* huf Bin takM from om By the Yanaont«Mrt and for Bdiig 

35 
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Bnt in no due did any one pefsoo vaoeiTe Im ihm 90 ami. 
Of the referred lands, loto 0i 040 aerea aach were> on Uie ISih 

and 14th of Soi)tember, divided among certain of the sufferers 
who had neglected to apply for compensation at the appointed 
time.* 

The land granted to "the snfferers in opposing^" the go- 
vernment of Vermont was, at the time of the grant, located in 
"Mnntiromery connty. It formed "a part of a larerer tract" 
# whieli the province of Kew York had pnrchased dt' the Oneida 
and Tuscarora Indians, in the year 1768, and was known in the 
records of the hind office and on the pages of the field books as 
a pnrt nf Ko. 2, or Clinton township. In the year 1791, the 
land which liad been a])|»ro[)riated to the " snflferers," and a 
sntiicient quantity additional to make an area of 48,000 acres, 
was erected into a township by the name of Jericho. On the 
let of .Tune, 1814, the name of the township was changed to 
Bainbridge, in honor of Commodore William Bainbridga, 
wliose victory, as commander of the CoostitatioDf o^er the 
British frigate Java, was at that time the theme of remark and 
admiration throughout the United States. Bainbridge is situ- 
ated in thesonth-easfeem comer of the county of Chenango. The 
Susquehanna river runs through the township from the north-east 
to the sonth-west, and divides it diagonallj. The inhabxtants 
came principally from the Eastern Statss,'^ observes Mr. Spaf- 
ford in his Gazetteer of the Stats of KewTork^ <<and it la 
ahnost snperflaons to add that oommoii mkoaik fit the ednear 
tion of joaih are veU sapported^^f 

maid prisoner aUso Ibr B«eing r>TOTe from mj Flmily and tun. a Boot 

Month*, thftir DiRtr^sriiig my famaly and taking prorisbon from my hounc Trhea 
I wae in Exile alleo their taHng my Son priaonr who was a Solgcr under C^"" Took 
and for two fire arms and for Many more Damages too Keumorous to Menshua 
ih« trbieb I flntoiiad By Vcmoat [my loitet m equal] To tba Amoant «l Foar 
BimAwd JkUm And for tb« Better andavteadmg I vood Safer His EaedMiey 
Unto Ev«Qs Wbo is Best aqnanted with my AftinL* It b probil>l« thfti tUl 
information arrired too late to affect the d«^oi'<ii<>n of the eommisdoiicin. pApon 
relating to Vt» Controversy, in office Sec State N. Y., p. 55. 

* Land Office Minntes, in office See. State N. Y., 17S4-1788, i. 169, 170, 194- 
198, m SSI, 8H Doel Oat N. T., if, 1017-lOSa 

Hie names of the " sufferers" -who vsn NMnqMoaed in lands^ the quantity 

they receive^!, the time when the i itrr irnrr miilllL lllll nth fir plftianhVl ulrti 

ing to this subject will be found in Appendix T\, 

f Tlie town of Bainbridge, by the muno of Clioton, was situated in the connty 
of Montgomeiy until February 16th^ 1791» when Tioga county was taken fran 
Ifontgomcry. At fliat time Biiiahridgt^ bj Ilia mum of ImAxt, vat organiMd 
aaaptrtofTIaga. Ontha 15th of Harah, 1998»poitloiiaof HeridoMr aiidTkc* 
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Whfle the li^gfulatore of B«w York weie endeaToriag to 
totnpensate those of their eituseoB, who in m>iTitaining the 
jariedlction of that state' on the ^^OraatSy^ had loet mn^ of 
their real and penonal eatate^ the govemmant of Yennont was 
engaged in devieing meaanieB to aatiify the wants of its own 
icitisens. Daring the summer^ the soffenngs of the people 
becoming severe, and their oomj^aintih lond, on aeeonnt of 
the extreme seardlj of money, Governor Ghittenden, in the 
month of Angust, published an address to the inhabitants 
of the state, which was evidently dictated by a paternal re<^ai'd 
ibr their welfare and happiness." In this caret ully considered 
paper, he earnestly exhorte<i his fellow-citizens to be indubirious 
and economical ; to av oid, as much as possible, the parchase of 
foreign productions ; and Uj devi ito their attention to the raising 
of flax and wim»1, and the varioub articles necessary fur li>od 
and clothin«r. Ho counselled them to exercise prudence and 
diligence in but-iness; mntual forbearance and kuidness in their 
relations with one another ; and a true regard for tlie safety of 
the state. By this course of conduct, and by the assistance 
which the Legislature would aftbrd at tJieir next session, he 
expressed a hope that their snfferings would be brought to a 
ispeedy terTDinatton, and they beeome a proeperons and happj 



T' In adtMrdanoe with the promise of Governor Chittenden^ 

ecmTitied were lomied luto a county by the name of Chenango, Since that time, 
Bainbridge— by the name of Jerioho until 1814, and soibaeqneDtly by the name dl 
Bainbridgo h m finmed m ptxi of Ch«o«ogo Moiity. Ibe vfllag* of B«inbridg«, 
aow * "large and thriving " |»]mo, wm iDeorpoMtod byta «et of the Legitdatovo 

of Hew York, passed April 21 st. 1829. The f>th*>r settlements in the town are 
known as Eti^t IJuinbridge, iJjorth Baiubridge, South Bninbridge, and Ik'tt^burgli, 
Id the lave of ^'ew York, appended to the act for ** altering the name of the 
town of Jtti^oiiilheooaiityof Ch«iiango*'ioBoiii1>ridg^ wbieh wia paaiod on 

voliail^ SllMrtodin brackets:— "The name of BtUnMdge will be held dear by 
ererv American who lovet his country and admires the heroes who ^Vfend it 
Tlie inliabiUintfl of Jericho have erinccd much patriotism in the alteration of the 
name of this town. Wo have now eountiee and towns bearing the names of 
Wiahiiigtoa, Qinton, Gates, Jay, PMm, DoMtor, Perry, iad Bainbridgo, botidw 
olhm In liooor of our fOTolntionary and nOTal heroes. " — Maps in Book of 
"Deeds," in office Sec. State N. Y., xx. 568—670. Map No. 67, in office See. 
State N. Y. Tjnvn of 'NTf-w York, 1791, Mth 8<*sinn, ehnp x. GreenleafB ed., ii 
Ml ; 179B, 2l8t seseion, chap, xxxi ; 1799, 22d session, M meeting, chap, xxsiii; 
1814, ?>~th session, chap, cbocz. p. 213; 1829, 62d session, chap, czcviii pp. iOi^ 
SOe. Bi>affoid1i N. T. Gonttoer, Art Jnuaa Biog; Am. liOitMy a&d Vavat 
H€roM» iL 143—176. Barboi's N. T. Hist Ooa, «d. 1841, pp. 99, lOa 
• TiMimpsoii*! Vt, Fort IL pw 79. 
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measures were taken by the Legislature duripg their BeasioQ in 
October, to relieve the eiDbamaimeuts of the people. Thoee 
who were inclioed to eoiSter i&oonyenlence rather than dktarb 
the peace of the etate, ceased to complain, and endeavored to 
quiet the murmurings of their neighbors. Others who owed 
monej aitd who did not intend to pay their debts, detennined 
^ to prevent the eitting of the eoorts in which jndgmentB and 
executions might l)e obtained against them." Bj the terms of 
the statate, a session of the court of common pleas for the 
counlj of Windsor was appointed to be held at Windsor on 
Tuesday the Slat of October. On the moning of that day, a 
mob of about thirty armed men,* from the towns of Barnard 
and Hardand, under the command of I^bert Morrison, a Harfe- 
land blacksmith, and Benjamin Stebbins, a Barnard fanner^ 
assembled near the court house at Windsor, a little after sun- 
rise. Though no movements to that effect were made, yet their 
obvious design was to hinder the sitting of the court Prompt 
hi the discharge of duly, Stephen Jacob the state's attorney, 
and Benjamin Wait the high sheriff, waited on the malcontents ; 
read to them the riot act and several other acts relative to im- 
lawt'ul assemltlaget? ; made proclamation fe) them to disperse; 
addreiised them on the iuipropriety of their proceedings and 
kindly advised them to return peaceably to their homes. After a 
little hesitaiiou, they concluded to obey the laws, and di?per&ed.t 
The court convened in the afternoon, adjonmed to the next 
moruinir. and then proceeded to busiuebs without anj furth^ 
molestatioii. 

On Tuesday, tlie l-Aih Xovember. a tenn of the Supreme 
court was held at Windsor, Paul Spooner, chief jndLrc, ]iresiding, 
np'^isted by Nathaniel Niles, Nathaniel Chipman, and Luke 
iinowlton, ^ide judges. Warrants were immediately issued for 
the arrest ot' the rioters, and Morrison and several of his men 
were taken and placed in continement. Complaints were then 
exhibited against them by Stephen J acob. lu these it was charged 
that thejr, on tiie 3l8t of October, with guns, bayonets, swords, 

* lu the compUint exhibited bj the sUU'tt attorney, in the actioo of the free- 
HMD agtinst the rioten, the peraons chained with being engaged in tiiii dbtmlK 
moot, were Amos Bicknal, John Whiteoiub, and Solomon Aildii of Banttrd; 
Moees Lull, T>iinit'l Muiiaell, Daniel Munsell, Jr., Hiomoa Laxel Mun^ell, and Hira 
Flow era of Ilurtliuuii and " divert othen to the taid attorney onknowiL'' JiS^ 
Court Pup^ra. 

f In one acooont the following statement appears :—'*Tlie inrargoito being 
dtMppointed in thdr Tiewi* dbpeiMd" 
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clubs, drams, fifids, and otlier warlike iDstmmentB, tmlawflBllj, 
routonalj, and tomaltDoiuiy did assemble and gather themselreB 
to^tber, to distarb and break the peace of the state f* and that 
bemg thus assembled, tliey did "parade th^nselyes in Ihe front 
of the coart-honse in said Windsor in martial amy, and with 
fixed bayonets did resist, obstract, and binder" the sheriff of the 
county, and the county court **firom entering the said court 
house, and them did impede from openinsj and holdint:^ tlie said 
court, tlieu and there by law to be opened and holden." To 
these charges Morrison pleaded guilty imd threw himself upon 
the mercy of the court. Tlie court sentenced him to s\iffcr one 
month's ini]>risonnient ; to procure bonds of £100 for his good 
lK]i;ivi*.r lur two years; to pay a fine of £10, and to bear the 
c<:»f?t6 of the suit The pimi-^linient of the other offenders, who 
either ])leaded or were f Mmd guilty, was proportioned to the 
oliVno s they liad committed. 

feoon after the result of the trial had been announced, al^out 
fifty of th(^ insnrgents, most of whom resided in liartlaiid, 
assembled under amis at the house of Captain Lull, in that 
town, five miles north of the Windsor court honse, with a lixed 
deteniiination to rescue Morrison from imprisonment. The 
court having been informed of these proceedino^3 on the 16th of 
November, directed the sherili' to procure assistance, proceed to 
the place where the insurgents were collected, arrest them, and 
commit them to prison. In obedience to these commands 
sheriff Wait, who was also Colonel of the third regiment of tlie 
Vermont militia, ordered Oaptaan Dart of Weatherafield to 
march his company to Windsor. On the evening of the same 
day, the soldieiy of the latter place assembled to aid the civil 
anthority. l!be court and some of the higher military officers 
then called a council, and having taken into consideration the 
situation and character of the mob, determined that it wonld 
be tme policy to take them by snrprise. Jn conformity with 
this condndon, Oolond Wait, with a force of forty men well 
armed, set out for the encampment of the insaTigenta yery eariy 
on the momittg of the 17th, and after a march of more than 
five miles, reached it between the hours of three and four. 

Having escaped the notice of the goards by taking a drcni- 
toDs ponte. Wait and his men entered Captain Lnll's house in 
two divisioDs, and after a short, but ^'yeiy resolute'' attack, 
captured twenty-seven of the insuzgentB. During the conflict 
the leaders of the revolt escaped. So expeditiously was this 



Digitized by Google 



550 



mSTOiii UF EASTEKN VERMONT. 



[1786. 



Benrice performed, that Wait's party retaraed to Windsor and 
lodged the ctdpritB eafelj in the jail at that place, before sim- 
rise. Though the victory oyer the insurgents was gained with 
comparatiye ease, jet several wonnds were received by the 

ehcriflfs partj. Stephen Jacob, the state's attorney, did not 
escape without injur}', and Wait himself was "badly wounded in 
the head."* Still he was able to attend court, and, observed a 
chronicler of that time, would " have headed his regiment if 
necessity had required it." The results of tliis attack would 
have been far more disantrous, but for Uie humanity and lina- 
ness evinced by tlie military. The conduct of Captain Dart 
%va.-^ highly apphiuded, and it was publicly announced at the 
time that lie and his company were eutitieU to " the particular 
thanks of the freemen " of the state. 

On the 18th the pfatc's attorney exhibite^i a c iniplaint a^tiingt 
the insurgents, t in which they were charged with baring 
assembled for the purpose of hindering the Supreme court from 
proceeding with the trial of certain persons who had been 
"informed against for a high misdemeanor,^ and for tlie purpose 
of rescuing Bobert Morrison, " then a prisoner in the gaol at 
said Windsor pursuant to a iegal order from said court." In 
answer to these accusations the prisoners pleaded guilty, and 
appeared " veiy humble and penitent." In consequence of tb^ 
manifestations, they were ^ treated with great tenderness by ih» 
court" Fines were imposed upon them, and they were also 
required to discharge the cost of the suits, and to procure bonds 
for their good behavior for one year. Fiean had been enter- 
tained that an insurrection of the i>eople was about to happen, 
which would endanger the government of the state, and jcopar^ 
dize the Mves and liberty of those who refused to join it Pre- 
parations for such an event were accordingly made, and <m 
Saturday, while the trial of the insuigents was in progress, six 
hundred soldiers^ under the command of Brig.-Gen. Peter 

feieii §of hm, ooaMioMd by ^*twwty^dft^ rfialc««i of mnudJ* 

f In one of these complatnto, the persons infc>nne<I againflt, were Amoe Kenilal^ 
Bf'njnmm Hale, Silos Hnle, T)jivl(l ITiile, Hn<l Ahijah Ca}>on of Wind-wir; Benjamin 
Munaell, Timothy Woo^ter, Eleazer Bishop Jr., Pnul Rogers, Oliver Kogers. 
Samuel Danforth, SilvanuB Wood, John Jenne, £Ui Evans, Am Evana, Zera 
Eviiii» Bliiiui ChiDttp Jr.» Jmim Kdiey, Md WBUmh Hopkiat of BarOttid; «ad 
Joaiah CUik, and Jomah HmltraH of Woodflodt MS. Coort Papenk 

X Among the militia present on this occasion, were Capt Matthew Patrick's 
company of foftj-three men; Gapt^ Andrew Traoy's <tf iwenty-one men; Oapt 
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Oleott fweniblfid under araiB at Windaor, Meantime the inanr- 
gent8, having. reeeiTed veinforcemenliBy had oolleeted at Lull's 
house to the nnmber of a hundred. IVIiile in doubt as to the 
course they should pnnne, information was brought to tliein 
of the preparations for defence or attack whicli wm a in progrcBS 
at Windsor. Satisfied tliat government was too strong to be 
overcome by their puny eiforts, the malcontents dispersed, stu- 
dious onlv taavuid detection and disgrace. Early in tlie follow i n;^ 
week tlu' soldiers returned to their homes, and peace was again 
restored to the dictracted county. On the 21st of November, 
a similar outbreak occurred in Rutland, at the coninienccnicnt of 
the session of the court. For a time, it seemed as though tlie 
elforts of the " liegulators," as the rioters styled themselves, 
wonld be successful. But the hrmness and diguitj of the 
eonrt ; the readiness of the militia to act in defence of govern- 
ment ; and the speedy measures which were taken to quell the 
iBflOrreeden, all united to avert a result, so fearful. The insur- 
gents were in the end defeated, and the course of justloe wasnot 
again impeded by the recklaaB conduct of thofle whom miafor- 
tone had rednced to misery and want. The paaeage of laws to 
rdieve the people from vexations litigatioD, and more eepecially 
of an aet ^ making neat catde) beef, pork, aheep, vheat, rye, 
aiiijBdiaii com a lawful tender, if turned out by the debtor on 
any execution, wMcb muat- be received by the creditor at the 
value of their apprisal by men under oatb,*^ tended to make 
tfce burden of debt under which many were laboring more 

Heavy ToUes's of riodMn mai; Ospt Aaahel Smith's of thirteen m«ii; CSapt 
Nathaniel Weston's of Uax men; and the combined conipnnies of Capts. John 
Hopiion and Nathaniel Sev<>rs of twenty two men. The field and staff officers of 
the third regiment who, ns it wiui expreei^il in the pay roll, "tumsd out for the 
support of gOTemment," were CoL Benjamin Wait, Lieut-CoL Elyah Eobingon, 
l^jor Jmm Sftflbffd, BriHit Bvm, tad Qr.-Hr. WiUJaim. Dii?ii« 
this duttulMMM^ the troope were veU led, as appears by the bills subsequently 
presented to tbe state trr^n-Mircr for pjipnent Col. Bcnjiimin Wnit's denminl "for 
sup()lyiug the troops with rum and other neeesnary provisions" was allowed, as 
was tliat of Elyah West ** for his viotuaUing and liquors delivered to Gapt Dart's 
eompany," and wen abo ttvenl oIImp deaatnde of a atniilv 

• Tliie Ml wie {NMied atfhe eeeii«nof tlie LegidatoMef Vennoiie* held et Ben- 
nington during Febmafy nd March, 1787. On the 9d of flie latter month, the 
fbllowinp^ resolution was passod by th<» Ooneral Ass^'mbly, and or<^orefl to ho pulv. 
lished : — " Rewired, that this house entertain a high senee of the eervicea done 
to this state by the officers and soldiers, whose spirited exertions orushed the late 
diifag inemrreetion agamst goTefiuneot> in tho eetmliee ef Knftaad apRdWjBdeer, 
wd do horeby wtara fho Mid oAeere ood aoldien Ibib 
eon1iTt.,F»flIL^81. 
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€iidiii»b]e» and mred ^ to check the legal enforeement of cd- 
lectioDB.'' The people became eatinlSed of the protectiTe ohft- 
Tacter of goyemment^ and gaye it a support, cordial, firm, 
manly, and patriotic Atteotioii to bunoeaB vaa rewarded by 
increased prc^ta. Competence crowned the labora of many. 
Contentment smiled in the hnmble cottage and peryaded the hoa- 
pitable farm-honse. Health glowed in the fboes of die nmy girls 
and ruddy matrons of the Green Momitiuns, and happiness waved 
ilB wand of blessing over the valleys of the peaceful Connecticut* 
Tlie allotment of lands by the Legislature of New York to 
Timothy Church and his associates, led others who had been 
similarly situated, but who at a comparative early stage in the 
controvei"sy liad submitted to tlie government of Vermont, to 
apply for assietAnce. On the )2th of Decemljur, Eleazer Pat- 
terson, Samuel Knight, Benjamin Butterheld, John Sergeant, 
Josiah Arms, fin<l twenty-two other persons addressed a petition 
to Governor Clinton and to the Senate and Assembly of New 
York, in which they declared that they had been uniformly 
loyal to the state of New York f had supported the rights and 
interests thereof; had not only ^quently risked their lives, bat 
expended large sums of money and lost an abundance of time 
in defence of the said state ; had been often imprisoned ; and 
had suffered the loss of proj^crty to a considerable amount.** 
They farther stated that they had " continaed* to cKcit them- 
sdves in support of the state of New York, nntil thej were left 
totaUj abandoned to the fury of their enemiesy" and theo had 
submitted to the usurpation of the goyemment of Yermont}" 
only to ayoid being " depriyed of their whole property." For 
these seryices and snjSerings they asked as a compensation, ^ a 
grant of yacant and unappropriiM^d land.*' No eyidence was 
adduced in Enp])ort of these statements. In consequ^ce of 
this omission, the committee of the Leg! datnre to whom the 
subject was referred, reported adversely to the petition.f 

• WofMitarlfAgtdiM, 1986, ii 460, 406. Ma Omnpldiitt of tibft itMiattei^ 

iMy. m Payroll MsaittoffieeSeOk State Vt Thomj ^ n'^ Vt,PartILppi?»-8]. 

f At ft meeting of the comrnissioncrB of the land office, held on the 25th of 
May, 1787, " the ]»f>f!tinn of El^'aror Fattereon of Iliasdale, fluggeating himself to 
be a sufferer in opposing tUe government of the pretended itate of Vermont, and 
pnying for » gnHit of ludi •MOvdinglj,'' wm tmi, Sfanibr ptlitioiit frtm John 
KailMD» ObftdUdi WdK aad fba widow of Hinty Sh«biinM wtf, at Um mom 
time, presented. The consideration uf ull these applications was post|>oDed. 
Land Office MinntM, in offiM Sea State IT. 1784-198^ i SM. Doa Hkk V, 
It. 1020-10^ 
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At this period, a disposition fitvorable to the adrnkeion of the 
state of YeimoDt into the Union, began to be manifested bj 
some of the most inflnmtial citizens of Kew York. Of this 
nnmber were snch men as Alexander Hamilton, Philip Schuyler, 
Biohard Harrison and Egbert Benson. Hie pretensions of Yer* 
mont to a separate jorisdiction, first annonnced soon after the 
eommencement of the late revolution, had been maintained ' 
throughout the whole of that struggle, and had never been 
disavowed although conciliatory laws had been passed, over- 
tures made, and negotiations carried on in Congress to effect 
this result. The peace of 1783 had fonnd A eriiiont in a con- 
dition of actual iiide}>eiidtiu o, organized under a regular turm 
of govcrniJK'iit, aud witli a |K»i»iiIation rated at one-half of that 
of >>ew York. The latter btate had t'ortufrly Uireatened to 
reduce the people of Vermont to its obedience. The idea of 
* Bn]>jection liad n<»\v becoaie >o involved in ditficulty, thdt all 
except the most rash and thoughtless had abaiiduned it as fool- 
ii.li and chimerical. While affairs were in this position, an 
attempt was made to further the project of admitting Vermont 
to a share in the federal government. An act " to empower 
and direct the delegates of this state in Congress, to accede to, 
latiiy, and confirm the sovereignty and independence of the 
people of the territory commonly called and known by the 
name of the state of Vermont," was introduced into the Legis- 
lature of New York, during the session of 1787. 

On the ^4th of March, a petition from John Fozcroft Bud 
**many other persons,^' proprietors of lands in Vermont^ relative 
to this bill, was read in the Assembly. The petitioners asked 
to be indulged with a copy of the said bill," and to " be heard 
by themselves or theur eomisel thereupon." These requests 
were granted. On the 28thy the counsel ibr the petitioners 
appeared before a committee of the Assembly, ^ entered into a 
laige field of argument^ against the biU, and endeavored to 
show that it was ^ contrary to the oonstitntion) to the maxima 
of sound poli<^, and to the rights of property." His observsr 
tiODs were not destitute of weight, and to many of them addi- 
tional f<»rce was given by die fact that they were to a certain 
degree founded in truth. He was followed by Alexander 
Hamilton, who in an elaborate address strove to prove, not 
oidy that the constitution permitted this measure, but that 
policy demanded it and justice acquiesced in its adoption. At 
every point he met his opponent's objections with forcible rea- 
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■oniiig, and eateodded, in almoit every iiMtaaoe, In oyertanung 
his ^oAikm. Hjb opinioa w to the pdicj of mei^guig Yermont 
in New York, wv expreaaed in theee words ^-^^ For mj part, 
I flhonld regard tiie reonion of Yermont to this state, as one of 

the greatest evils that could befall it; as a source of continnal 
enibarnissuient and disquietude." The bill, after unders^ing 
nuiiiy iilterations, passed the Assembly on the 12th of April, 
aiid was immediately sent to the Senate. Here it was read on 
the same day, and on its second reiiding on the IStli, was com- 
mitted to a committee of the whole. By them it was never 
returned to the Senate, llie admission of Yermont as a four- 
t^nth state was ]>(>stp«»ned to a later time.* 

Thonorli the Legislature of New York had ce^ed to exerciae 
authority over Vermont, yet, by the constitution of New York, 
the coimties of Charlotte, Cumberland, and Gloucester were 
still claimed as oonstitaent parts of that state. By the same 
instmmeDt, power was given to ^ the future Legislatures" of the 
state, " to divide the eamo into such fiirther and other eomitiea 
and districts," as should be deemed necessary. In conformitj 
with this anihority, a law was passed on the 7tit of March, 
1788, for dividing the state of New York into counties. Bf 
this it was enacted, that the connly of Cnmheriand shonld eon- 
tarn " all that part of this state beginning on Oonneeticnt river 
at the north bounds of the state of MassachosMi, and extends 
ing westward along the same nntil such line shall meet with, 
and be intersected by, a line proceeding on a coune, sonth ten 
degrees west from the north-west comer of a tract of land 
granted under the Great Seal of the late colony of New York, 
on the 14th day of September, 1770, to James Abcel and nine 
other persons ; and extending from the said point of intersec- 
tion, north ten degrees east, until such line shall meet with, and 
be intorsocted by, another line, to be drawn on a course north, 
sixty dofrrecs west from the south-west comer of a tract of land 
gnmtc (1 under the Great Seal of the late colony of New York, 
on the 13th day of November, in the year our J^n-d 1709, 
and erected into a townsliip l>y the name of Koyalton; and 
running from the last mentioned point of intersection, south 
sixty-six degrees, east to Connecticut river ; and so down along 
the same river to the place of beginning.'' 

* Hamfltoa'f Works, ii. 374-390. Journal Am> N. T., 10th tmim, ^ 116^ 
in, 138, IftS. JoofMl Senate N. lOCh eearion, |ipk 84, 85. 
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By the same enactment, Gloucester county was to contain 
"all that part of this state bounded southerly by the north 
hounds of the county of Cumberland ; eai^terly by the east 
buandB of tliis state; northerly by the north bounds of tliis 
state ; and westerly hy a line to be drawn from the north-west 
corner of the said county of Cnniherland, on a cr»iii*>5e nortli ten 
degrc (.s ( n«t. until such liiie ^Itaii meet with, and be intersected 
by, another line proceedint^ un an east course from the south 
bank of the mouth of Otter creek; and from the ^nid last men- 
tioned i)oint of intej^ection running north iifty degrees east to 
the north bounds of this state." On the west side of the Green 
Monntaing the land which had formerly comprised the county 
of Charlotte, was, by this new division, included within the 
oonntieB of Washington and Clinton.* 

By a resolntioD of Congrees passed on the 28th of September, 
1787, the plan of the praeiit constitution of the United States 
waa transmitted to the several state Legislatures, " in order to 
be aabmitted to a convention of delegates chosen in each state 
by the people thereof/' During the summer of 1788, it became 
eiideiit that die constitation would be adopted by eleven of the 
tUrteen stales, and the national goveniinent established. The 
flttentkm of the meet InteiUgent men in Yermont was nov for- 
cibly dJfeeted to her pecidiar sitnation. Ph>minent among 
these waa Nathaniel CSiipman. His opinion concerning the 
controversy in which Vermont had been so long engaged, wHs, 
that if the question should ever be brought before an impartial 
tribimal for decision, Hie New York title would be adjudged to 
be better than that of Yermontf Hi^ding this view of the 
case^ he Iblt ^ extremely anxious that the jtnrisdictional dispnte 
should be speedily adjusted. For the purpose of consultation, 
a number of gentlemen, among whom were Lewis R. Morris 
and Gideon Olin, met at his house in Tinmouth, in the early 
part of July. The result of this conference was an agreement 
that lie blioiil I ^vrite to Hamilton on the subject of a settlement 
of the controversy. 

Agreeable to this determination, Cliipman addressed a letter to 
. Hamilton on the 15th of July, in which he briefly alluded to the 
situation of the larger portion of the landed property of Vermont ; 

• Jmw €iV. llth MMion, pp. Itt-IM. 

f "It U DOW geocrdly baBflr^d, that* diMild w b« MMirtd Into Ilia Vvkm, 

the Now York grants woul«1, by the federal courts, be preferred to tilOM ol Vtr- 
mauL" 2f. Cbipnuui lo A. Usndltoo, ia life of Chipman* 74 
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•Dggested certain methods hj wBoh Yermont mi^t be brong^ 
to iMcede to the "iiew federal plftn'^afgOYenuiieat; anddeflhod 
to know whether, in case Yennont should be reeeiTed into the 
Union, the federal legislature, when formed,'' might not bo 
induced, on some terms, ''to make « compensation to the New 
York grantees ont of their western lands, and whether those gran* 
tees might not be induced to accept each compensation.'' Daniel 
Chipman, the brother of Nathimiel, and the bearer of this com- 
munication, delivered it to Hamilton at Poughkeepsie, where 
that rrcntleman was then in attendance upon the New York 
convtiitiori lor the adoption of the United Stiite^' constitution. 
On the 22d, Hamilton replied, acknowledging Cliipinau's letter 
"as the h'dbis of a d •rroi'ondence " that might be j)roductive of 
piil>lio irood. "The acceesion of Yermont to the confederacj,** 
wrote he, " is doubtless an object of great importance to the 
wholo, nnd it appears to me that this is the favorable moment 
for effecting it upon the best teiins ibr all concerned. Beisides 
more general reasons, there are circumstances of the moment 
which will forward a proper anrangement. One of the first 
subjects of deliberation with the new Oon^^ress will be the inde- 
pendence of Kentud^, for which the southern states will be 
anxious. The northern will be glad to find a counterpoise in 
Vermont; Tliesc mutual interests and inclinations will facilitate 
a pn^per result" He further informed Mr. Chipman that there 
would be no distribution of western land to particular parts 
the community ; aasuied him that the public debt of the United 
States would be provided for by indizect tazatioii, and by other 
politic measures; recommended that Uie state of Yermont 
should ratify the constitntion, upon conditi<Hi that Congress 
should provide for the eztingnishment of all ezistiDg claims to 
land under grants of the state of Kew York, which might inter- 
fere with didms under the state of Yermont ; and declared that 
it would be wise ^ to lay as little impediment as possible" in 
the way of the reception of Yermont into the Union. 

In answer to another letter from ^Ir. Chipman of the 6Lh of 
September, Mr. Hamilton referred in general terms to the sub- 
ject of their correspondence, and reiterated in a more extended 
form the observations he had prcvionslj made. To a suggee- 
tion of Mr. Chipman, that Yennont would desire to extend her 
territorial limits betbre becoming a \mrt of the Union, Mr. 
Hamilton replied : — " I am sorry to find that the affair of tlie 
boundaiy is likely to create some embarraesmcuL Men's miuds 
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ereiywlim out of jmnr ttefeei aie made up upon, and reoondled 
to ihat wfakih liaa been delineated bj Oongreea. Anj depai«> 
tare from it miiflt beget new dieenfleiaae, in which aU the pae- 
abna wiil hare their nsoal scope, and may occasion greater im- 
pediments tiian the real importance of the thing woidd jostity. 
H howeTer, the fhrther d^n you state cannot be gotten over 
with yon, I wonld still wish to see the experiment made, though 
with this dog ; becaase I have it very mnch at heart that yon 
should become a member of the confederacy." Referring then 
to the q^iieetion of the right ul' the Lcgi^hiturc of Vermont to 
decide upon the acce&*<ion of that state to the Tnion, he ob- 
flenred : — "There is one thing which I think it proper to men- 
tion to you, about which I have some doiil>t?, that ip, whether 
a legidcUim accession would be deemed valid. It io the ]K)licy 
of the system to lay it?? f<r»uTHlatioTi on the {mmediate consent of 
the people. You will jn«l<j:e how far it is safe or pmctica- 
ble to have recourse to a convention. Wliafever you do, no 
time ought to be lost. The present moment is undoubtedly 
critically favorable. Let it, by all means, be improved." 
Daring the following winter, Mr. Hamilton and Mr. Ohipman 
had an interview at Albany, when," obeerres the biographer 
of the latter gentleman, they took a view of the subject some- 
what different fkcm their opinions which appear in the fore- 
goang correspondencey and a^necd on a mode of settling the con- 
tw ) v ersy » which was afterwards adopted by tlio two states." * 

The dispute between New York and Philadelphia as to which 
should be the permanent seat of the fedetal government, was 
finally decided in favor of the latter city. T^s result showed 
plainly that tiie western and sonthem influence was greater in 
Cfongress, than the northeni. No state felt the force of this 
tet more severely than New York. Kentucky, whose terri- 
tory belonged to Yirginia, was anticipating a reception into 
the federal government, as a separate state, at no distant day. 
The admission of Yermont, it was seen, would tend, in some 
measure, to equalize representation. Her weight would serve 
as a counterj^oise to the undue influence of particular sections 
of the Union. It was known at the north, that tlie adoption of 
the constitution t t the United States had tended greatly to 
increa<5C the desire of New York and Yermont, that the latter 
State should become a part of the Union. The controversy 

• life of OhipaHD, pp. 9(ML 
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whiek hid lo loag divided these stateii whose interest^ but for 
that, were now alnoit ideiitioal» wm the only horier which 
pvOYenled Um eonneetioiL The wiaart ind best men in both, 
wm nadj ta nuihe the attempt to nbovo this hiodnmoe, by 
eonoMiiotta thai would be juatfereaeL* Booh was the wiahtaleo, 
of thoae to whom the adminlstratioiLof publio afiun WMentmted. 

For the porpoie of manifeirting their wiUiogneae to mid the 
eontroFeny , the LegisUtiive of Kew Y<nk, on the 14ith of July, 
l'J9Bf pawed an aet appointuig commiflaioneiB wilih power :jto 
declare the eoamnt of Ihe Legidatture oi the state of Kew Yodc, 
that a certain territory withki the jurisdictioD thereof, dboafai 
be formed or erected into a new state.'' The commissioners 
named, were Iloberi Yates, Rulus Kinsj, Gillian Verplanck, 
Iwjbert R. Livingston, Simeon Do Witt, Kichard \'niick, and 
John Laiusing Jr. In the words of the act, they, or " any tour 
or more of them,"' ere v^ted with full |>ower '* to declare the 
consent of the Legislatnre of this state, that auch district or ter- 
ritory within the juribiiiction, and in the nortii-eat>tern and 
northern parts thereof, as the said com mi«-ji oners shall judge 
mo^t convenient, should be formed and erected intf) a new 
state.'' (Special provisii^n was at the same time made, that 
nothing contained in the act should be construed to give any 
pertiHi claiming lands in the district "to be erected into an 
Independent state," aoy jri^t to aoy oompeDaatian fnm tlM 
state of Ifew. YorLf .•^-w>r- 

* The tone of pnblio <^)tnioii on the •iil:^eet of the eontrorerty may be deduced, 
to a certAtn extent, from the fiewapapcn of that pviod, Xbe ioUoiring CKtnct m 
from Thomafis i3pj, No. 881, March 12th, 17S9. 

**Teraioiit, Bennington^ Febroaiy 28 [1789]. 

"Two «fflM ■genii 4ifibiiilite, appointed to ittiod on OoagNM» to n^poCiito 
the admiaion of tlils state into the new iedflMl gorernment, haye attended tho 
legialatore of New York, during their seaaion at Albany, in onler to influence that 
honoral'le ho.ly in recognize our independence ; and wo lenrn that a lull for that 
purpoee ib now under their oonuderation, by which the western bouodii of this 
itoto lioflbied at 1kowMteml)MBdi«fllMtownibi)M granted by Hamphire. 

•* We MoinfonMd fram TiwreMablo antbctit^^ tliet many inilnwitinl Boeaben 
of the legislature of New York, are anxious for th6 admiwion of Vermont into the 
Federal Uni»>n, fr» prevent intrntnl divr^inns ftmong tlie Amori'^nn btat<?s. The 
Hon. General Scliuylei- nu<] otfu rr* liave givon it m their opinion, that matters 
ahould be eomproiaiaed amic&biy and speedily between this state and the New 
Yoik okimnti-4it» pntot of flioPi^ btiggof fcg jwrtwinlt thn» o 
nillioa netee of knd." 

f This act wa.^ ?ent to Thomas Gbitt6nd«^ fa. nktter dntod at Alboay on the 
16th of July, 17.^ », «ful signed by all the eommiwi'^ner* ercept Richard Variek. 
Laws of N. Y., 1st meeting of ISth eessioiii p. % Williams's Hist Yt, ii. 267, 
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lOn the ^ of October, 178d» ifae Legidatm of Yermont 
Mponded to llie advaneeB made bj the LegisUttire of Kew 
Ycnk, and pasMd an act, appointing laaac Ticfauanoir, Stfipfaeo B. 
Bradley, NaduHuei €au]MMu^ Eiyflli Paine, Iim Allea, Stephen 
Jacob, and Inael Sndtfa, oommiaaonen in behalf of tibe state, 
^ with fhill powm to diein, or any fonr or inmre of them, to treat 
-with oonmMonen tibafe now are, or hereafter may be, appointed 
by the state of New York, and who shall be fully autliorized 
and empowered, by the said state of Kew York, to ascertaiu, 
agree to, ratify, and coufirni a jurisdictional or boundary lino 
between the stute of Xow York and the state of Vermuat ; and 
to adjust, aud iiually determine, ail and every matter or thing 
whi( In in any wise, obbtructs a union of this state with tlio 
T'nitu'l StaiL'3." Special prov!^ion waa at the same time made, 
that notluiiL!^ in the act sli^uld be con^truod to trive tlie conimis- 
fiioners power, either to le,^<^en or abridge the present jurisdic- 
tion" of Vermont ; or to oblige the inhabitants of the Bame, 
or any other person or persons, claiming title to lands" pre- 
▼ioin^ granted by Vermont, or " the Lite province of New 
Bunpeh^be," to reUnqaieh their claims under the jurisdiction 
thereof, or, in any wiae, subject the etate of Vermont to make 
«Bj-«6mpensation to different peraona, churning under grants 
made by the late province, and now state^ of New York, of 
lands sitnate and bcdng in the atete of Yennont, and wilihin the 
jnrifldiation of the aame."* 

r^SjiMng beeome ealiified that aeyeral onuMtona had been 
tnade in the aet of the 14th of Jnly, 1789, by wMoh eommia- 
eionera had been appointed to aeknowledgo the aoTereignty of 
Vermont, the LegialAtoie of NewToik, on l^ie 6th of Mareh, 
!t790, repealed tbit aot^ and paeaed anotiber widi a aimihur title. 
Bobert Yatee, Bobert K. IdTingBton, John Lanaing Jr., Galian 
Verplanck, Simeon De Witt, Egbert Benson, Richard Sill, and 
Melancton Smith were named as commissioners in the second 
act. Tlie same authority which had been conferred on the other 
commissioners was transferred to them, aud, in addition to this, 
they were vesteil with full power to treat, conclude, and agree 
with any pei*son or persons, or any abisemldies or bodies of peo- 
ple," touching the relinquishment of the jurisdiction vi the 
state of New York over a certain portion of her " north-eastern 
and northern " territory ; and touching the gecuring or con- 

* SUda't Yt BUU r»p«ri», pp. 192, 198. U£t of CbipioAu, p. 82. 
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flnnlBg of liglitBy tiUes, or poflMeuow of lands witliin endi dis> 
triet or tomtoiyy Iwld or ekimed imdir gmts iitini the state of 
New Hampshire while a eobnj, or under grantBi laleay or loca- 
tions made by the aatfaoritj of the goverament or jurisdietioii 
now existing, and eierdsed in the nonh-eastem parts of this 
state, under the name or style of the state of Ycnnont, against 
persons oUimiDg the same lands under grants from tiiis state while 
a oolotiy, or sinoe the independence thereof." In an aeom* 
panying proviso, the commissionm were prohibited tnm 
eanctioning or countenancing, in any way, the " grants, sales, or 
locatiuiiB " made " by or under Vermont," in that portion of tlie 
state of New York, to whicli the name of the Western Uiiioa 
had been once applied by Vermont. 

In another section of this act, it was Btated, that whatever 
the cuniniibtsionei-B might stipulate to receive, as " a conii^nsm- 
tion for extinsruisbini^ tho claims" to lands "within the said 
district, derived under tlie Into colony of New York," should 
be fur tiie use of those claimants thus deprived of their grants, 
although in the stipulations the " compensation should be de- 
clared to be for the use of this state, or for the people thereof." 
It was also provided that nothing in this act should be construed 
to give to any person claiming as above set forth, " any right to 
any liirther compensation " from the state, than the oompensik 
tion which might be so stipnlated as aforesaid."* 

In conformi^ with tlie terms of this act, and of thai passed 
by the Legisiatore of Vermont, the eommissioQerB of the two 
states assembled. ^^The only point of diffieolty and debate,^ 
observes Mr. Williams, ^related to a compensation for the 
lands claimed by the dtiaene of Kev York, which had been 
regranted by the goveniment of Yermont'' The discnssiona 
on this snljeet were carried on in a most friendly and con- 
ciliatory manner, and after two or three meetings, <<an 
equitable and amicable agreement" was concluded. On the 
7th of October, the commissioners of New ^ork by virtue of 
the powers granted to them for that puq)ope, declared the con- 
sent of the Legislature of New York, that the state of Vermont 
should be admitted into tlio Union of the United Stntes of 
America; and that immediately upon such admission, all 
claims of jurisdiction of the state of New York within the 
state of Vermont should cease, 

• Ltwtof N. T.» ad OMttiiig^ Ittk Mflioo, IS. 
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Tliey Airther declared thtt tliencdbilib, ^ the perpetiud l)Oii&< 
daij line between ihe itate of New YoA and the state of Yer- 
moiit" should be as follows: — Beginning at the narth-west 
comer of iSb» state of Massachusetts ; thence westward, along 
the sooth boundary of ^be township of Pownall, to the soiitli- 
weet comer thereof; thenco nortlwrly, dong the western bouu- 
daries of the townships of Pownall, Bennington, Shaftsbury, 
Arlington, Sandgate, Rupert, Pawlet, Wells, and Poultney, as 
the said townships arc now held or possessed, to the river, com- 
monly called Poultney river ; thence down tlie same, through 
the middle of the dce])est channel thereof, to East Bay ; thence 
through the middle of the dee])e8t channel of Ejist Bay and the 
waters tlieieof, to where f])c same communicates with Lake 
Chanipiain ; thence throngh the middle of the deepest channel 
of Lake Champlain, to the eastward of the islands called the 
Four Brothers, and the westward of the islands called Grand 
Isle and Long Isle, or the Two Herocfl^ and to the westward of 
the Isle La Mott, to the forty-fifth degree of north latitude." 

With reg^ to the lands which had been granted by Kew 
Yetk, the commissioners, announcing " the will of the Leirisla- 
tnve of the state of New York," decreed tliat, " if the Legisla- 
ture of the state of Vermont should, on or before the first day 
of Janmny, 1798, declare that, on or before the first day of 
Jnne, 1794^ the said state of Tenmont wonld pay to the state of 
New York the sum of tiurly thousand dcilare, that, inmie- 
^■tely ftom such declaration by Ihe Legislsture of the state of 
Yennont, all rif^ts and tities to lands within the state of Yet^ 
meat, under grants from the government of the late ccdony of 
New York, or from the state «f New York, should cease, those 
excepted whiclitiad been made in oonfirmaticn of the grants of 
Kew Hampshire. Snoh was the deliberate decision of the com- 
missioners upon the topics which had been submitted to tiiem 
for a final and definitive settlement.* 

The }>lan proposed in this decision met with the approbation 
of the Legislature of Vermont, and on the 28th of October they 
passed an act, directing the treasnrer of the state to ] ay tlie 
sum of tliirty thousand dollars to the state of New York, at or 
before the time proposed ; adopting the line proi)osed by the 
commissioners as tlie perpetual boundar>' between the two 
States; and declarii^g all the grants, charters, and patents of 

• WiOim** Hilt TL, H 258, S69. 81ade*t Tt SUto Pa|Mm, pp^ IM^ 191. 
TlunmMB'iYifFtetlLfbSS. Doo. Biit N. T., lOSS. 



Digitized by Google 



mnoBT OF Kisnour vsbmovt. 



Iftnd, lying within the Btmte of Vermont, made by or under the 
kle colony of Kew Yoi^ to be nnll and void, and incapable 
of being given in evidence in any court of law" within the 
afate, thoeo excepted which had been made in con^nnation of 
the grants from New Hampshire. In thia amicable manner," 
observes Mr. WiUiams, waa terminated a oontroveny which 
had been carried on witli great animoaily fbr twenty^eix years." * 
Both sides were weary the contest^ and, happily for them, 
t]ie general ccpdition of America waa fiivorable to conciliatory 
meaanxea. This seems to have been the only period, in whidi 
the matter conld have been adjusted to the satisfiustLon of all 
partiee.t 

The difficulties with New York having been tenmnated by 
these proceedings, the General Assembly of Vermont issued a 
call for a convention of the people, to take intn consideration 
the expediency of joining the federal union. The convention 
met at Bennington on t}ie (3th of January, 1791. Amonj; the 
delegates were Thomas Chittenden, the president, and Moses 
Robinson, the vice-president of the convention, Nathaniel Chip- 
man, Stephen K, Bradley, Ira Allen, Ebenezer Allen, Daniel 
Buck, Jonathan Arnold, Gideon Olin, Jonathan Hunt, John 
Strong, Jolm Fassett, Timothy Brownson, and many others of 
sound practical sense, and stern integrity. Of the conflicting 
opinions which prevailed on this occasion, Mr. Williams 
remarks : — The members were not all agreed on the expedi- 
ency of being connected witli the thirteen states, and it waa 
donbted, whether a majority of the people were for the meaanre. 
Several members of the convention wished to defer the oonaide* 
ration of the question, to a more distant period. It was urged 
on the other hand, that the safety, the interest, and the honor of 
Vermont, would be essentially promoted by joining the union 
of the other states, and that this was the precise time, when it 
might be done without difficulty or opposition." 

Favoring the accession of Vermont to the imion, Kathaniel 
Chipman, distinguished both as an able jurist and an accom- 
plished scholar, urged the convention to give their assent to the 
measure, and in a forcible and argumentative speech, advanced 
his reasons for recommending such a course. In emphatic 
language, he described the insignificance of the condition to 

* The commencement of the controversy is generaHy fixed at the dttte of ih% 
Order of the Kh^tj In Couocil, vir. July 20th, 1764. nnir, p. 130, 
f Waiiamfi 8 Uutw Yt, il 269. 26a SUde* Yt StaUs Fmj^n, p|k 191, 19t, 19^ 
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which Yennoiit woald he eontinii&Ily subjected, should she 
remain a separate state, and foreshadowed her probable iHt<> in 
case a war should arise between the United States and Gwat 
Britain. He showed in wliat manner learning and science, aiid 
manufiictnrcB, and the arts, would be patronized in Yerniont by 
means of the Union, and bow, as a result of the same cause, 
the moral and social condition of the state would be exalted. 
He referred to the different metliode tJiaf had ])ecn a*! "i tcd in 
ditTt rent agoB of tlie world, to bring statco ruiiilarly situated to 
act as one confederacy, and declared that the constitution and 
the federal government of the United States, tliough almost 
phenomena in civil polity, were better calculated than any other 
means that could be adopted, to unite in one body the people 
of the T^nitetl States, and to secure " the trauquiiUtj, happiness, 
and prosperity of the Union." 

Arguments like these prevailed, and on tlie 10th of January, 
after a session of four days, the convention resolved that appli- 
cation should be made to Congress for the adraiBrion of Yermont 
into the federal Union. This decision was supported by an 
instrument, in which the convention, by virtue of the power 
and authori^ to them entrusted for that purpose, fully and 
entirely " approved of, aasented to, and ratified the constitution 
of the United States, and declared, that "as soon aa the 
state of Yermont shall be admitted by the Congress into 
the Union, and to a full participation of the hen^t of the 
government now enjojed by the etatee in the Union, the 
same shall he binding on ns and the people of the state of Yer- 
mont forever." This instrument was signed by one hundred 
and five of the one hundred and nine members of the conven* 
tion. The convention having completed the business for which 
Ihey had been called together, dissolved on the 11th of Jann- 
aiy. 

The General Assembly of Yermont met at Bennington, on the 
day previous to the dissolution of the convention, and, on the 

ISth, made choice of [Nathaniel Cliipman and Lewis R. Morris, 
as their commissioiyers to repair to Congress and negotiate the 
admission of Vermont into the Union. Pursuant to their 
ai']H intraent, these gentlemen visited Philadelphia and laid 
beture Genera! WjiKhington, the President of tlie United States, 
the proceedings of the convention and Legislature of Yennont, 
before referred to. On the 18th of February, Congress by an 
act declared, that on the fourth day of March, one thoosaad 
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seven himdred and ninety mie, the Mid stote^ by the name and 
fttyleof ^thertatecf Yermopt,' ahall be lecelYed and admitted into 
tUa Union, an a new and entire member of the United Stateeof 
Amerioa.'* That did Yermont finally readi the positioa whieh 
flhe waa so well entitled te filL Her aeeesnon to the Union was 
eveiywhefe regarded with Batisfaction, and no better proof of 
the feeling of Gongram on the subject is needed, than the fSuit 
that she was adtiutted without debate and hj a ^maiamonsly 
afiirmative vote.* 

During their bessiou held at Windsor in tlie liionths of Octo- 
ber and November following, tlie General Assembly of Ver- 
mont made provision for raising the sum uf s;jO,000, by u ^^ene- 
ral land tax.f At tins period in tlie hist ory of the Ljut43d 
States, before the establishment of a national currency, the 
difficulty of procuring large sums of silver or g^M was severely 
felt. Owing to this scarcity of a circulating medium, and the 
poverty of the people, the state of Vermont was unable to pay 
the whole of the stipulated amount at tlie appointed time. An 
«ct was therefore passed by the Legislature of New York, 
extending the time of the payniMit. As soon as the greater por- 
tion of the $30,000 had been received, a question arose as to the 
method of ai^rtionment whidi should be adopted^ in dividing 
it among those to whom it belonged. For the purpose of remov- 
11^ att tronble on this point, the Legislatareof New York passed 
an act on tiM 6th of April, 1795, concerning the nmej paid 
into the treasory of this state, by the elate of Yermont" 

In liie pveamUe of this act) the varions prooeedingB which had 
led to a eettilemeiDt of the controveny were reeited^ and the necee- 
eiQr of making " a Jnst and equitable distiibation'* of the money 
twhieh already had been and which hereafter was to be paid, waa 
^ted. To accomplifih this object, Bobert Yates, John Lanaii^ 
Jr., and Abraham Yan Yechten were appointed commissioneKa, 

of ValliMiid Ch^nm, pii. SS^fi. Im AUcn't Hiat. Vt, p|k SiS, Ssa 
f "The Q«iitnl Aa»embly of Vermont hat passed ft Uw, Uying a Ux oim 

balfp^'nny por noff , nn nil lnn«U in thnt Jtjite, for the purpose of l^i8i^^]r t1i<» mm 
of $30,0(Xi, to diitehur^e the demaud of tb« state of Kew York ii|M>a theoi*'* 
Thomaa's 8py, November 24, 17vl, Ho. 

"AioompflOMlion lwtliolo«of thoMkniiikthoatatooryoimwtatipolfttod«id 
pftid to the 8tat« of Now York, 80,000 Spoaulh milled doUanL** 

" With good management, So.QOO dollars eaoceHed grants from the Ute ooloogr 
•of New Tock, for ftbont 6,000,000 oom of kad.'— Ira AUw^ BmL Vl, pp. 
M9. 260. 
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to decide all claims of citizens of New York to lands situated 
in Vermont which had been ced^jd It) the former state to the 
latter, and to determine what proportion of the $30,000 each 
claimant should receive. The commissioners were directed to 
give notice of the time when they would receive and examine 
claims. Claimants who should not notify their claims to the 
commissioners, within one year after the piihlication of the 
notice, were declared for ever barred of the right of recoyer}\ 
Vested with these powers, and p^nided by tliese regulations, the 
commissioners began their examination. Man}" applications 
were received, and tlie amount of compensation claimed was 
far greater than the sum from which it was to be drawn. 
Finally oa the 23d of A|»ril, 1799, the ooamiisBiaiiare rendered 
tiieir ifeport. Of the sevoDtjMx-claimants among whom the 
gum was divided^ those who reoeiTed the largest amount were 
Goldsbrow BanyaTy Samuel Avery, the heirs of James Duave, 
"William Cockbume, the heirs of Simon Metcalf, Brooke Wat- 
son, William Smith, John Plenderleaf, Jonathan Hunt, John 
Bowles, Thomas Norman in right of his wife tlie daughter of 
CSreaa Brnab, Abraham Lot, Samuel Stevens, Jamea Abeel, the 
hein of Oadwallader Ooldeo, and John Bard.* 

With this apportionment all the direct results flowing from 
the oontroversj between New York and Yermont ceased. The 
two states, nnited by the bonds of trade and rnntnal interest, 
ne kmger regarded one another with jealousy or distnist, but 
Bonght rather, by the interchange of confidence and concession, 
to obliterate the recoUectionB of the past From the time when 
Vermont first declared her independence, ** Freedom and Unity*' 
was the expression of the principles which guided hor condnct 
^ Freedom and Unity" is the motto with which she now stands 
among tlie states of this Unioo. 

• Iife«r€iiiMHmpk81. LmoTir.T., lSlfcMMiiiii,p^t4»tll Docffirt. 

KTe^iT, tm, 1025. 
ilAMooiulof tliediTirioAof tlM|SO|MOiiM«itMi^ in i|qp«iidiz L. 
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CHAPTER XXI 



EABLY LAWS OF VKKMOlTrr-INDIAN UiSCBIFnOKS. 

Fint e<mttatotioii oi Vermont mod^ed on tlie tiret cooatitution of Peons jlvazuA 
— CooatitDtiaa 9t YvnuuA l«0«llied by statutory eaMtOMnla— EpitooM of Iht 
ooDfltitutlon — Ite religious Mid moral elementt — Tiie test creed— Ediwtinntl 
intereiti Freedom of ipMch and of the prees nuuntaiiM^— Eitablishment of 
courts of i!i*tiee — Good men to hf ]'lnf*ed in efficc — ^The f>nnty of the ballot- 
box— The necessity of luhor — First essay at legialatiou — The liiwr* of February, 
1779 — ^The"Wordof God" and the "Connecticut law booii, — The enmioal 
cods of Yennoiit — Cbpitol offeDoeo^D^riding ponidimcpts— Mmrimghtor— 
Inectt—Adnltory— Polygniny— Housebreaking and highway robboiy— Ooini* 
terfeiting — Riot — Perjury — Forgery — Lying — Theft — Cursing or profane swear- 
ing — Ganiintf — Horse- racing — Night- walking — ^TaTem-hatinting— Licensing ta- 
verns — Uruukenaetus — Sabbath-brealking — Stocks — Care of the poor — Militia 
■errice — Attorneys — Instances of the infliction of corporal punidiment— Sia> 
golir ewtom— ImpriMiiment for debt— Hie borkl of Tbomaa Chasdler Son. 
—Tlio mirruigo of MrsL Lovejoy — Indians of Vermont — Coos — Newbury — In* 
dian Molptaret att BoUowa Falla— Tb« "Indian itook" on West or WaatattiqiMl 
mor. 

The references in Bome of the previous chapters to the statutes 
enacted by the General Assembly of Vermont for the punish- 
ment of Yorkers and the enemiea of the state, would naturally 
lead the reader to inquire concerning the character of. the early 
legislation of this independent jurisdiction. AUnsion has al- 
ready been made to the peculiar circmnBtanceB under which 
the first constitution of Vermont was adopted. Soon after the 
people of tlie New HampBhire GnrntB had declared that district 
a free and independent Btate, many disintereeted penoiiB ex- 
preBBed a desire ibal the organization of '*New Oonneetieiit, 
aUaa Yermonty" as the new atate was called, ahonld be inune- 
diatelj effected* On the 11th of April, 1777, Br. Thomaa 
Young, a citizen of Philadelphia, publiahed an addreBB to the 
inhabitants of Yermont, urging them to maintain the ground 
they had taken, and pointing out to them the method by which 
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many of the difficulties in forming a goveniment might be met 
and overcome. I have recommended to yoor committee," he 
observed in this address, ^' the constitution of Pcnnsj'Ivania as 
a model, which, with a very little alteration, will, in my opi- 
nion, come as near perfection as any thing yet concocted by 
mankind. This congtitution has been sifted with all the criti- 
dam that a band of despots was master of, and has bid defiance 
to their nnited powers." His adyioe was followed, and an in- 
atnmient which was supposed to have been the work of Benja- 
min Franklin became the basis of that upon which the govern- 
ment of Vermont was established.* 

Though built on so good a foundation, the coostitntion of 
Vermont was the work of men whose necesatiee gave them but 
little time for thought or deliberation, ftepaired at a time 
when the United States was engaged in a war which convulsed 
the whole American continent ; completed at the moment when 
Burgoyne, having ravaged the shores of Lake Champlain, was 
maturing the reduction of Ticonderoga ; and ])ubli.slied while 
the excitement cuiisequent upon the tiiuiii]>]i at iiennington 
was still agitating the minds of the Green Mountain Boys, it 
was uever sanctioned by a vote of the people, but was tacitly 
accepted by them as the exponent of their rights and privileges. 
Tlie remark <»f Governor blade, that the constitution of Ver- 
mont " wa6 cuiisidered a mere nullity by the stattb-men of that 
period," cannot be regarded as strictly correct. At the same 
time, it is ditlicnlt to (letormine in what estimation it was 
lield, eitlier In' them or the people. Tlie tirst act jjat.^t'd by the 
General Assembly, at their session held at Iknningtoii on the 
11th of Fehruar}", 1779, was "An act for securing tlie general 
privileges of tlie ])eople, and establishing common law and the 
constitution <, as jiart of the laws of this state." For what pur- 
pose this statute was needed is by no means apparent. In its 
Tory nature, the constitution of a Ftfito is superior to any statute 
law« It is, in a certain sense, the fountain and source of statute 
law. By it the state is organized and becomes invested with 
power to legislate. The attempt, therefore, of the General As- 
sembly of Vermont to legalize the constitution of the state, ap- 
pears to have been either simply an absordi^, or a proof that 

• The similarity hetween the first constitution of Vermont an<i tlie first con»ti- 
totion of Peaiuylvoiua may be seen by comparing those instruiiMoti M tiMJ 
ftppMT ill tlM * Moowir of Thooiit CUttendeo," by ThM Chlpman, pp^ S6-0O» 
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the fetatc^incn re^anU'il tlie constitution as possessed ol" Init little 
bindinj^ force, and hopvd to digahj it in tlie cstiinatioo of tbe 
jKJople, by investing it wirli, at least, the power of Inw. 

Had there hetn no further attempts to give tlie couolitation a 
Btatiitorj- force, this inference might be rcf^arded m partially 
correct. The de>ire to " make assuranoe <hnible snre," seems, 
liowcver, to have prevailed in the mincis of the law-maker?, and 
its effect in bolstering up the constitution was visible in a num- 
ber of instances. In June, 1782, a law was enacted by the 
General Assembly, while in session at Windsor, for the parpOM 
of " establishing the constitution of Vermont, and securing the 
privileges of the people/^ At a convention held at Manchester 
in Jnoe, 1786, the constitution was revised and re-established. 
Hie General Assembly sat during a portion of Februaiy and 
■March, 1787, at Bennington, and on the 8th of the latter month 
they declared by a special statute, that the constitntioB shall 
be forever considered, held, and maintained, as part of the laws 
of thb state." The constitution nndervent a second revision at 
a convention held at Windsor in Jnly, 1798. At a session of 
the General Assembly held at Rutland during October and 
November, 1796, that instrument was, by a legislative enact- 
ment, passed on the third day of the latter month, again pro- 
nounced and established *^ the supreme law" of the state.* 

The first coDstitntion was /'established by convention" on 
the 2d of July, 1777. It was divided into three parts. Tlie 
first division consisted of a pream])le, in which were set forth 
the reasons that had induced the j)eople of the New Hampshire 
Grants, to form themselves into a separate and independent 
commonwealth. A Declaration of the riirhtB of. the inhabit- 
ants of the state of Yennont'' was comprised in the second 
division. The third division contained the " Plhn or frame of 
govemnient," in accordance with which tlie atiairs of tlie state 
were to be condnctid. The tone (>f the whole instrument was 
moral, manly, independent. Vermont ever strove to imbne her 
public expressions with the spiiit of freedom. In her relations 
with other states, she preserved her word and her lionor iinira- 
paired. Only in her negotiatioos with the British in Canada 
did she employ ambiguous terms and the arts of dipUMnaoy, 
bnt it was by these means that she maintained her Bepamte 

• 8lftd«*B Vt state ^ tsa BtitatM of Yt, »S7» ^ tl, SS» Asli 

nd Iavs <tf Yt. 1796, pp. 8, 4. 
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political exifltoDoe, and lecwed the frontiers of the northern 
states from rapiite and dayastation. The positions taken in the 
oonstitation were in strict oonfonnily with the eharaeter cf men 
who loTcd liber^ and hashed oppression. The natnral freedom 
of man ; the inherence of power in the people ; the establish- 
ment of g tfven im ent for the benefit of iH} the j iiiity of the 
ballot-box; the snbseirieacy of piiyate property to public 
nses; the tviid bj jnrj ; the eaeredness of hearth and home; 
the snbardinatioii ef the milharj to the civil power; the right 
of petition and remonstrance— -Ihese^ and other principles 
equally noble, were asserted witk naaffeeted oonfidience, in this 
exposition of the moral| civil, and political faith of the people 
of Vermont 

Concerning man as a reli^ons being, it was claimed '* that 
all liieii have a natural cUid uualiviiable right to worshij) Al- 
Mioimr God, according to the dictates of their own consc iences 
and understanding, regulated by the word of God ; and that no 
man oug-ht, or of right can be eonijielled to, attend any reli- 
gious worship, or erect or 8nj)port any phicc of worship, or 
maintain any minister, contrary to the dictates of his con- 
science ; nor can any man wlio professes the Protestant religion 
be justly deprived or abridged of any civil right, as a citizen, 
on account of his reh'gious sentiment, or peculiar mode of reli- 
gious worship ; and thnt no authority can, or ouglit to be in- 
vested in, or assumed by any ])ower wliatsoever, that shall, in 
any case, interfere with, or, in any manner, control the rights 
of conscience in the free exercise of religious worship. Never- 
theless, every sect or denomination of people ought to observe 
the Sabbath or the Lord's day, and keep up and suppcnrt some 
sort of religions worship, which to them shall seem most agree- 
able to the revealed will of God." These sentiments were 
more atrennonsly eaforeed in the positive declaration that 
^laws ibr the enoonragoineBt of virtue and prevefntion oi vice 
and immorality ehall be made and constantly kept in force ; 
and provisloa shall be made Ibr their due execution ; and all 
leKgions sodelies or bodiea of men, that have been, or may be 
hereisflier, united afid hioorponited Ibr the advancement of reli- 
gion and leanung, or for other pions and charitable pmrpoees, 
shall be enconraged and protected Sn the enjo^-ment of the pri- 
vileges, immunities, and estates^ which they, in justice, onght 
to enjoy imder sneh FSgnlatioos aa the General Asaambly of 
this state shall direet.'' 
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Thougii theie Beini-puritanic law-givers were willing to allaw 
to the people a considerable latitude in the mode <^ religHNM 
woTBhip," yet in matters of religious faith they were more ex- 
lotiiig. Evwy member of the General Assi iTibly, bdbre tak- 
ing his eeAty was required to accept and subscribe a test creed, 
in these words : — I do believe in one Oos^ the Creator and 
Goyemor of the nniTeiBe, the rewaider of the good and pnnisher 
of the wicked. And I do acknowledge the scriptures of the 
Old and New Testament to be given by Divine inspiration, and 
own and profess the Protestant religion." It appears by the 
records of the Qeneral Assembly, that Ethan Allen, who was 
returned a member from Arlington in October, 1778, refused 
to express his belief in the manner prescribed by law. His 
participation in the detiberaiiioiis of that session, shows that his 
non-conformity did not debar him from serviixg as the represen- 
tative of his constituents. Wlien in October, 1785, the consti- 
tutiou was revised, the acknowledgment of a religious belief 
was doeiaeil eiDt»eutial, and the te^t creed was retained un- 
changed. 

While the interests of religion were thus protected, educa- 
tional interests were not neglected. The })rovieioii made for 
the instruction of the youth of the htate, at a time when boys 
of sixteen were compelled to bear arms, and when the ahirms 
of war rendered a continuous attention to the arta of peace al- 
most impossible, affords a striking example of the forecast of 
these self-taught statesmen. Fully imbued with tlie necessity 
of multiplying the advantages of instruction, they declared that 
" a school or schools shall be established in cadi town by the 
Legislature, for the convenient instruction of youth, with such 
salaries to the masters, paid by each town, making proper use 
of school lands in each town, as thereby to enable them to 
instruct yonth at low prices. One grammar school in each 
connty, and one university in this state, ought to be established 
by direction of the General Assembly." To these wise pron- 
sions md to the laws which were afterwards enacted in accord- 
ance with themi Vermont owes the high position which she 
now holds, in an educational pdnt of Tiew, among the other , 
states of the Union. 

Among a people who had erer been accustomed to exprsss 
publicly their opinions, restraints infringing upon this privilege 
would be necessarily irksome. To goard against a cimtuigency 
of this natnre^ and to protect that medium by which publLo 
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wrongs are ezpoBed, the otmdicioa of the state made known, 
and infonnadon of eveiy proper oharacter extended, the legia- 
latoTB of Yennont asseited ^ thai the people hare a right to 
teedom of speech, and of writing and publishing their senti- 
ments : therefore, Hhe freedom of die press ought not to he 
restrained," and further, that the printing presses shall he free 
to every person who undertakes to examine the proceedings of 
the Legislature, or any part of gOTemment" 

Ever since the aholition d oohmial mle, the trial and punish- 
ment of eTil-doers had derolved up<m town and conn^ com- 
mittees of safety, and upon such odier temporaiy tribunals as 
had been warranted by public policy, and tacitly sanctioned by 
the people. As a consequence of this imperfect mode of judi- 
cial administration, the power thus delegated was often used to 
gratify the promptings of malice, or, on account of iguorauce, 
was not exercised with that dlBciiiniaatioii which distinguishes 
accurately between the right and the wrong. " Courts of jus- 
tice fehall be established in every county in the state," pro- 
claimed the constitution, and thenceforth Justice bliiided her 
eyes to the temptations which were springing up on every side 
to beguile her, and adjusted her scales with honest precision. 

For the purpose of securing a just administration of the 
afi"aii\-> <>i ^^uvcrnnient, the ])rinciple of Bolecting for ottice, men 
of hiirii inoral character and unblemislied reputation, was eai'ly 
estab] i-liL'd. In avowing this idt;a the aimouncement was made, 
" tliat trecpient recurrence to fundamental pnncij)le8, and a firm 
adherence to justice, moderation, temperance, industry, and 
frugality are absolutely necessary to preserve the blessings of 
liberty, and keep government free. The people ought, there- 
fore, to pay particular attention to tliese points in the choice of 
officers and representatives. The people have a right to exact 
a due and constant regard to them, from their legislators and 
magistrates, in the making and executing such laws as are 
necessary for the good goyemment of the state." These no- 
tions found full development in the plain statement that no 
person shall be capable of holding any civil office in this state, 
. except he has acquired and maintains a good moral character." 
To afford a more effectual protection in the exercise of the 
elective franchise, it was decreed by the oonstitation that all 
elections, whether by the people or in G^eral Assembly, shall 
be by ballot, free and volnntaiy; and any elector who shaU 
leceiTe any gift or reward for his TOte, in meat, drink, momes, 
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or otherwise, shtJil fyrkit hk right to elect at thai time, and 
Buffer such other penalty as future laws shall direct. And aaj 
person who shall, directly or indirectly, give, pranise^ or be- 
stow any such rewards to be elected, shall thereby he rendered 
incapable to ierre for the ensuing year." By legielntiNre eoaet- 
ments, other ponishmentB were denounced against those who 
should attempt to impair iSke pnrity of the halloit-boz. 

In the rerfstem of goTerament promulgod by the Ibnndere of 
the new state^ indnatry, as the safegaard of a peopk, was a 
foundation principle. The sentence passed upon the &ther of 
mankittd, wherein it was declared, that in the sweat of Ins ftee 
he should eat bread, was too phdfily applicable to his desee&A- 
ants inhabiting a coimtry as unproductive as was Vennont, to 
allow of the supposition, that my one could live there without 
employment of some nature. ILiving been obliged to gain 
their own Bubsistence by toilsome labor, the first legi^Iarors of 
Vermont felt and declared the necessity of a similar course, for 
all who desired to maintain a manly self-re^^pect. Thot- ^enti- 
ments found expression in the constitution, in the following lan- 
guage : — " As every freeman, to preserve his independence Hf 
without a sufficient estate), ought to have gome profession, cull- 
ing, trade, or farm, whereby he mny lionc^stly subsist, tht-re can 
be no necessity for, nor use in establishing olhces of profit, the 
usual effects of wiiich are dependence and serrilitr unl)ecoining 
freemen, in the possessors or expectants, and faction, conten- 
tion, corruption, and disorder among the people. But if ai^ 
man is called into public service, to the prejudice of his private 
affairs, he has a right to a reasonable compensation. And 
whenever an office, through increase of fees or otherwise, be- 
comes so profitable as to occasion many to apply for it, the 
profits ought to be lessened by the Legislature.*** 

Such were some of the features of the constitution under 
which the new state began its political exbtence. In the 
government as established, the supreme legislative power wan 
vested in a House of Representatives of &e freemen, or com* 
monwealth, or state of Yermont," and the snpreme executive 
power in a Governor and a Council of twelve, &e members of 
which body were denominated Councillors or Assistants. The 
first session of the General Assembly — ^the name by which 

* Acts and Laws of Vt, 1779, pp. l^zii., I, 2. SlAd«'» bt«te P*pen, 
241-266, 287, 288, 624 
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House of Ecprcsentatiret was oommonly dedgnated— >wa8 held 
In Karch, 1778. A secood was held m Jonsi sad a Uuxd in 
October following. The laws which were pasBed at tiiese sea- 
aioiis wars pnblishad towards the close of the year in pamphlet 
fttm, bnt were never recorded in tlie offioe of the seeretaiy of 
atate. Of their natare little Is known. They, donbtilesB^ par> 
took more of the character of temporaiy regnhUions than of 
peonanspt lamtu Sa, the joomal of the firrt seasioni there are 
two entries under the date of Msroh SOth» in these words : — 

^'Pasted an act &r the pfonishiim; high treason and other 
•tafodona edbasi^ as said net stands in libe Conneedcnt law- 

*^ Pasasd an act againi^ treaohotoas eonq>iracie6, as said act 
stands in the 0<mneoticut law-book.'' 

From these and other indications of a similar nature, it may 
be reasonably inferred, that Connecticut was the source wlienco 
Kew Connecticut, alias Vermont, derived mam ot lier idcari uf 
government and law. Tlie crude luunner in wliicli these ideas 
■were necessarily, in many instances, expressed, was doubtie^ss 
the reason why the early enactments were not recorded. " It 
16 indeed a subject of regret," observes Mr. Slade, " tliat any 
cause should have l>een thought sutiicient to justify a neglect, 
by winch the ^fiml tasay at lesrislatioTi by the govermnent of 
Verniont, has been lost to succeediu*; L^i nerations." 

1 roin the laws enacted at the fourtli session of the General 
Assembly, held in February, 1779, a very correct idea may bo 
formed of the determined character of the people of Vermont. 
No one can fail to recognise the fact, as deveLoped in these 
Jtotntee, that they loved liberty, hated oppression, and deemed 
il neosesiuj to visit crime with punishments of the severest 
nature. By the first act passed at this session, it was decreed, 
as has been before stated^ that the constitation should be for- 
em considered, held, and maintained} as p^ of the laws of 
llus state.'' In the preamble of the same act, it was maintained 
tihat "4he free fruition of siieh liberties «ad privileges as 
hnnifiiiity, oholil^, and Ofariatianiljf «all as dae to every 
man, in his plaoe and fiiqpatuMi, withont impeachment and 
iifraigsmeiit, hath been, nod e>ver wiU he^ the tranquillity' and 
stabilltj of churches and commonwealths ; and the denial or 
deprivfll Iheieo^ the disturbance, if not the rain of bollu* 
Agreeable to tihese positions, it was enacted by statate, Hiat 
^ no man's life shall be taken away ; no man's honor or j;ood 
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name stained ; no man's peiBon shall be arrested, restrained, 
banished, dismembered, nor any ways punished ; no man shall 
be deprived of his wife or children ; no man's goods or estates 
shall be taken away from him, nor any ways indamaged iinder 
colour of law, or countenance of authority, unless it be by ▼iP' 
tne of some express law of thk state, wamnting tiie same^ 
established by the General Assembly ; or, in case of the defect 
of such kw in any partiealar case, by some plam rule war- 
ranted by the Word of God,** 

That the ^ Word of Qod** and the ^ Oonnecticat law book* 
were the sources, whence were drawn those ideas which pi^ 
Tailed in the formation of the penal statutes of Yermont, may 
be readily seen from an examination of the statutes themselves. 
"The early criminal code of Connecticut," observes a late 
writer,* " recognized twelve capital offence?, to whicli two more 
were afterwards added, and all of which were founded on the 
strict preempts of the Lovitical law." The criminal code of 
Vermont, ado]>te(l in FrlTiuiry, 1770, recognized nine offences 
puiii&hable hy death. Tlit^e were treaF'Ui; murder; arson: r^^c'^ 
bestiality; sodomy; bearing false witness against a pi r-^i-n ibr 
tlie pur{>ose of causing hig doatli ; mutilation, either liy mali- 
ciously cutting out or disal>liiii: the tongue, or hv ]tn{ting out 
one or both of the eyes, so tiiat the pei'son is thereby made 
blind," or by emasculation ; and blaspheming " the name of 
QoD the Father, Son, or Holy Ghost, with direct, express 
presumption, and high-handed blasphemy," or cursing in the 
like manner.** t 

Other crimes were regarded with a sternness approaching 
almost to that which characterized the Draconian system. 
Manslaughter was punished by the forfeiture to the state of 
all the goods and chattels" ci the manslayer ; by whipping 
on the naked body f by branding the hand *^ widi the letter 
H on a hot iron and by disabling the offender *^ ttom giying 
yerdict or evidence" in any court in the state. Penons con* 
Ticted of the crime of incest were compelled to sit upon the 
gallows the space of one hour, with a rope about thehr neck, 
and the other end cast over the gallows ; and in I3ie way from 
thence to the common gaol,** were to be *^ severely whipt, not 

* See " Sketches of the Lires and Judicial Serrice* of the Chief Justices 4if 4m 
S uyr em e Cour^ of the United Ststea," by George Van Santvoord, p. 228. 

f Acta nnd I -nv- of Vt, 177». p|>. 1, 2, 6, 78, 74» 94 Skde's Vt State Papen^ 
pp. 207, 287, lb6, 291, 292, 864, 865, 875. 
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€ZQeeding tbirtf-nine stripes each." Other puniehments for 
liiis offence were stated in these wovds : — ^ PerBOOs so offend- 
ing, shalf forever after, wear a capital letter I, of two inches 
long and proportionable bigness, cnt ont in cloth of a contnuy 
colour to their cloaths, and sewed npon their ganuents, on the 
ontBide of their arm, or on thehr back, in open yiew. And if 
any person cr persons, conTietod and sentenced as aforesaid, for 
snch offence, shall, at anj time, be fonnd without their letter 
BO worn, dniing their abode in this state, they shall, by warrant 
from any one assistant or justice of the peace, be forthwith ap- 
prehended, and ordered to be publicly whipt, not exceedii)ur fif- 
teen Htripcs, and from time to time, or as often as rljey sliall s- t 
offend." Incestuous marriages were also declared void, and all 
children 1> in of gnch connection were "forever disabled to 
inljorit hy descent, or by being generally named in any deed 
or will, bv father or mother." 

In the statute " against and for the juuiislnnent of adultery" 
the followincr language was licld : — *MVli<>soever shall fcmmit 
adultery with a married wonuui, or one betrothed to iniMrlu r 
man, both of them shall l>e severely jmnisbed by whij)ping on 
the naked body, not exceeding thirty-nine stripes, and stigma- 
tized, or burnt on the forehead with tlie letter A, on a hot iron ; 
and each of them shall wear the capital letter A, on the back 
of their outside garment, of a different color, in fair yiew, dur- 
ing their abode in this state. And as often as such convicted 
person shall be seen without such letter, and be thereof con- 
Ticted before an assistant or justice of the peace in this state, 
[he] shall be whipt on the naked body, not exceeding tea 
stripes.^ The same punishments were denounced against those 
who diOQld be guilty of polygamy, and polygamous marriages 
were declared ^ null and void.'* At the session of the Genml 
Assembly in October, llfSS, the statutes against adultery and 
polygamy were re-enacted in a more definite form, but with 
penalties attached similar to those aboTe recited. 

House-brealdng and hi|^way robbery were puniahed with 
great seTsrily. ^Whosoerer shall commit bivglary," these 
were the woids of the statute, by breaking up any dwelling- 
house, or shop, wherein goods, wares, and merchandize are 
kept ; or shall rob any person in tlie field or highway — such 
person, su offending, ehuU, ihv the first offence, be branded on 
the forehead witii the capital letter on a hot iron, and shall 
have one of his ears nailed to a post and cut off; and siiall also 
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bo whipped on tho naked body fifteen etripea. And for the 
second offence, sudt penon eball be branded m aforesaid, and 
fthall have bia otber ear nailed and eni off as afotdbod, and 
sball be wbipped on tha naked bod j tw^ntf-firo eiripea. And 
if sneh peiwn ehall eomant &a like ofienee a third timoy ba 
shall be pat in death as being incorrigible."* 

In the law againit eaosterfBilM^ bOb of pmblk eradit, 
eoina, or cu n an c i eB,'* tha penalties deaoonoed iqpon dioae guilty 
of this offenoe were expresaad in theaa worls Every pexsea 
or persons, so offending, shsB be pnniahed bj having bos right 
ear cut off, and shall be branded with the capital letter O, on a 
hot iron, and be committed to a woric-honBc, tliore to be con- 
fined kind kept to work, under the cure of a master, and not to 
depart therefrom, witliout special leave trom the AesLaibly of 
tliis etiite, until the day of his death, under the penalty ot* being 
gcv(»r('ly wliipped by order of any court, aebibtiiut, or justice, 
and t]i('rei4)on to be returned to his loriner confinement and 
lal)or/" In addition to thes^e puriiehmentB tiie estate of tlie 
oitender was declared forteiti d to tlic state. The law for pa- 
nisliinf]^ thoiie giiiltv of hinderiiifr ;niy officer, "judicial or exe- 
cutive, civil or iiiilitarv;' in thu peribrmanca of his duty, has 
been previoualy recitod.f By the law enacted for the purpoae 
of " preventing and punishing riots and rioters," affeaders were 
to be fined a sum not exceeding £200, and imprisoned for not 
more than six months, or whipped not exceeding foiitf stripes.'" 
Peijiuy was punished by a fine of £50, and imprisonment for 
six moiitha. The law further provided, in ease the ^offender 
or offenders, so offending, have not goods and chattels to the 
▼alae of £50, that than ha or 1^ey*ahf^ ba set in tha piUoty by 
the space of two boan, in soma eonnty town wbeoe the otfenca 
was eommitted, or nazt adjoining to lliaflaiie iHiefa tha <Anee 
was eommitted; and to hara beifli .his eatt nailed and cnt off; 
andftom theno efa rtfi be diaeaeditad, and dissbled toeverio be 
sworn in any oswrt whalaoaveri until Baeb time m tha jndg- 
nasnt shall be fe?ened.''^ 

Any penon guilty of ^rgoy was eompclled to sbsnd in the 
pillory on ^thiea several dagni of pitbHe meatini^iiet eaeeeding 

S90, 291. us, 8H 41^416. 

\ Ant^, pp. 840, 841. 

X Act* and Jaws of Yt, 1779, pp. 18, 60, »!,•§. 'SMa^i 'Vi.'filfte fmpm,^ 
SOO, 88S, M&-d48, 877. ' 
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two honxB each jay to p'aj double damngee; ttnd was also 
rendered incapable of giving any evidence or verdict in any 
oonrty or before any magistrate or justice of the peace." By 
the act '^for the pimnahment of lying," it was declared ^ that 
every person of the age of discretioitt, which ia acoonnt^ four- 
teen yean, who ahall wittingly and wilKngly make or publish 
any lie, which may be pernicious to the public weal, or tend 
to the damage or injurv of any particular person, or to deceive 
and abuse the j)eople with falm news or rejjortSy and be thereof 
duly convicted before any court, assistant, or justice of the 
peace, shall be fined for the first ofience 40^., or if unable to 
pay the same, then such person shall sit in the stocks^ not ex- 
ceeding two hours." For the second nffenco, the (l( liru|uent 
was to be lined " double the aforesaid sum,'' or to l>e w]ii]>- 
ped on the naked body, not exceeding ten stripes. " Tlie third 
ofl'ence was to be punished by " double the fine for the second," 
or by " twenty stripes and for each succeeding ofience the 
fine was to be increased 10^., or five stripes. It was imder- 
stood, however, that the number of stripes was in no case to 
exceed thirty-nine. 

.Theft, provided the valne of the property stolen was less thah 
£6, was poniahed by compelling the offender to make restita* 
tion to the owner in a threefold ratio, and by a discretionary 
fine, not to exceed JBIO. If the valne of the property was £6 
or moie, the thief, in addition to the triple forfintore, was 
^ponished by whipping, not exceeding tldrty-iune stripes.'' 
Tbr the purpose of meeting the contingency of poverty, it was 
fhrther oi^dained : — ^ If any snch offender be nnable to make 
restitntion, and pay snch thiee^fold damages, such offendershall 
make satis&ction by service ; and the prosecutor shall be, and 
is hereby empowe(red to dispo§B qf mteh offmder m mviee^ to 
any m^ect of this state, for such time as he shall be aligned to 
bueh prosecutor b}^ the court, assistant, or justice, before whom 
the prosecution shall be." Cursing and profane swearing w ere 
punished by a fine of 6.?., or by sitting in the stocks " not exceed- 
ing three hours, and not less tlum one hour," and paying the cost 
of prosecution. He who allnwed gaming in any form on his 
premises, was punished by firie, as was also he who engaged in 
this unlawfdl sport, or in horse-racing.* 

• Acta ftnd Laws of Vt, 1779. pp. 85. 86, 44, SO^ 88» 89, 93. SUde** Yt Steto 
YMpm, pp, 8M, 881, 8S1, 862, 869, 870. 878. 
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For the purpwe of ])roveiitmg " unseat niible night- walking, 
and for the pnnir^liitiL' of disorders conunitted in the night sea- 
son," a stiitute was tin acted, by the terms of which it was 
declared, that ii' any perstins that are under the government 
of parents, guardians, or masters ; or any boarders or sojoiim- 
ei8y shall convene, or moet togetheri or ha entertained in any 
house, without the conaent or approbation of their parents, 
guardians, or masters, after niue o'clock at night, mj longer 
than to diflchaige the business they are sent about; or shall 
meet together, and associate themaelveB in company or com- 
jwnieo^ in streetB or elaewhere after the time aforesaid, and shall 
oommit any disorder, or make any rout at any time in the 
night season ea ch perm so offending shall forfeit 20». for 
eveiy such offence." It was also provided by this act, that 
if any peraon suspected of being engaged m causing disturb- 
ance at night, should not be able to give ''a satisfactory 
account'' of hiniself at the time the disturbance occuired, and 
proTc that he ^ had no hand" in it, he should be liable for all 
damage arisbg therefrom. ^ 

Power was given to the county courts to license suitatie per- 
sons to keep houses of public entertainment At the same time, 
means were taken to prevent the abuses which might arise from 
the indisci iiiiiiiatc sale of iutoxicating lk|uors. Whenever it 
shoidd appear to the officers of a town that any person residiug 
within the town was " a tavern-haunter," or that he spent " his 
time idly " at huubes of entertain in eut, they M'cre authorized 
"to cause the name of such tavcm-haunter to be posted at the 
door of every tavern in the same town, by setting up a certifi- 
cate, under their hands, forbidding every tavern-keeper in such 
town," under penalty of a fine of £3, and forfeiture of his license- 
bond, to entertain, or sufier any tavern-haunter so posted, " to 
have or drink any strong liquors of any kind whatsoever, in or 
about his house," until die prohibition should be removed. In 
C9se the person warned in tlie manner aforesaid, should refuse 
to lay aside his " evil practises," authority was given to the town 
officers to require sureiy for his good behavior. Should the 
offender fail to find surety, he was required '^to pay a fine of 
20«. or sit in the stocks for the space c£ two hours, on some pub- 
lic time or season." 

None except licensed keepers of houses of public entertain- 
ment were allowed to vend liquors ^* by a less quantity than a 
quart" Any person duly convicted of keeping a tippling- 
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hovsey or of B6llhi|c strong beer, ale, cider, perry, mefheglin, 
wine, mm, or mixed drink, or any strong drink whatsoever, hj 
retail in small ^^nantities, as aforesaid, without license first had 
as aforesaid,'^ was rendered liable to a fine of £3 for the first 
offence, of £6 for the second offence, and in default of pavinent 
in either case, " to be publicly whipped on the naked body not 
lefefi than ten, nor exceeding fifteen stripes.'** 

By the statute for " the punishment of drnnkcnness," it M as 
enacted that if any person should " be fonnd dninkcn," go as to 
**bc thereby bereaved and disabled in the use of reason and 
understanding, appearing either in .-]ieech, eoptnre, or beliavior, 
and be tlieroof convicted, lie or she ' should ft iff it to the trea- 
6ui-cr of the town where the otfence wae committed, " for the 
use of the poor therein," Ss. for each offe!ice, or " sit in the 
stocks not to exc(?ed three hourp, nor less than one honr."t 

In no instance, perhaps, was the influence of " tiie Connecti- 
cut law book" more apparent, than in the act "for the due 
observation and keeping the first day of the week, as the Sab- 
bath or Lord's day ; and for punishing disorders and profane- 
nose on the same.'' By its regulations no person was allowed 
to perform any labor, " works of necessity and mercy, only, 
excepted," or engage in " any game, sport, play, or recreation" 
on Snnday, or on any day of public fasting or thanksgiving, 
under a penalty not exceeding £10. Whoever shonld be gailty 
of any mde, profane, or nnlawfol behavioor on the Lord's 
day, eitiier in words or actions^ by clamorous disconrae, or by 
shouting, halodng, screaming, running, riding, dancing, jump- 
ing, blowing of horns, or any snch like rade or nnlawfhl words 
or actions, in any honse or place, so near to, or in, any public 
meeting-honse for divine worship, that those who meet there 
may be-distnrbed by snch mde and profane hehavionr," was to 
be fined 40a. for erery snch offence, and whipped on the 
naked back, not exceeding ten stripes, nor less than five." No 
person was allowed to " drive a team, or droves of any kind, or 
travel on said day," except on business relating to " the present 

* By an act of the General Anembly panad on tha SUt af Oatobar, 1782, this 
aat tras amended, and none but licensed tavern-keepprs, and persons especially 

ItVnnaofl hx the justic('<^ and selectmen, in each town, were permitted "to sell nny 
diatilled liquor or wine, in any less quantity than fifteen gallinu, delivered and 
carried away at one time, on penalty of forfeiting the sum of £10." See ante, pp. 

iss, 19a 

\ Acts and Laws of Yi, 1779, pp^ 44, 77, SS-92. Slada'a Yi 8tata Papan^ ppi 
SSl, 859, 87(HI78. 
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war," or unless '*by some Bdvei-sity" be bad been belated, 
and foi-ced to lodge in the woods, wilderness, or highwajB die 
night beforo*" In the latter case ho was allowed to proceed on 
Sundaj no fbrtii^ than to the next inn or |4aoe of shelter." 

No person was allowed to be accompanied bj aa attendant 
on Snnday, while gtnng to or retonung fitun ^ the pnbHc wor- 
ship of Qod,'' unless nescssity or mercy required it Listening 
^ ontside of the meedng-boose dnring the time of public woi** 
ship;" nnnecessarily wUhdrawing one's self torn *^the public 
worehip to go wiihont doors ;" and desecration of the time *^by 
playing or pro&nely talking*' were also strictly forbidden. 
The old New England cnstom, according to which 8nnday was 
regarded as beginning at sunset on Saturday, not only obtained 
in Vermont but was in a measure defended bv law. It ;inv 
number of poryoiis,'' these were the words of the statute, ohali 
convene and meet together in company or companies, in the 
street or elsewhere, on tlie evening next before or after the 
Lord's day, and be thereof convicted, [theyj Bliall pay a fine 
not exceeding £3, or sit in the Btocks not exceeding two liours." 
To tliirt section a proviso was attached declaring tliat it was not 
to be taken or constrned to hinder tlie meetings of such per- 
sons upon any religious occasions."' Tiie officers of each town 
were required to "restrain all persons from uiinece^sary walk- 
ing in the streets or fields, swimming in tiie water, keeping 
open tlieir shops, or following their secular occaeioufi or recrea- 
tions in the evening preceding the Lord^s day, or on said day, 
or evening following." A wboleeome dread of disobeying any 
of the regulations enjoined by this act was inculcated by the 
denunciatioa of penalties of yarioiia kinds against Sabbath- 
breakers.* 

For facilitating the infliction of punishment,' every town was 
ordered to make and maintain at its own charge, a good pair, 
of stocks, with a lock and key, snfficieiit to hold and secure 
eaidh offenders as shall be sentenced to sit therein ; whicb stocks • 
shall be set m the most public place in each reepeetiYe town.** 
In accordance with the principles of philanthropy and Ghristiaa 
charity, measnres were taken ibr "maintaining and supporting 
the poor," and many laws having for their otject the welfare 
and improTement of society were enacted. 

* Acta aod Laws of Vt, 1779, pp. 26^ 27. S1im1«^s Yt State Papers, pp. 818- 
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All male penons b^een th^ agoB of sixteea and fifty were 
required to bear amiBi aod duly attend all nmeteis aiKl mili- 
tary exerciaea" of Ihe oompameB to which they belooged, wilih 
the exception of miniaterB of the goepel ; eoanoiUoiB ; justicea 
of the peace ; the aeoretary [of atate] ; jodgaa of prol^ala and 
of snperior and inferior conrts; the prudent, tntora, and atn- 
dents at coUegiAte achoola ; maatera of arts ; allowed phyaiciaiia 
and anrgeona; repreeentatiyea or depntieB for the .time being • 
aehool-maatera ; attomiea^t-htw ; one miller to each griBt-mill ; 
aherifb and conatablee for the time being ; conatant jurymen; 
tanners, who make it their conatant bnaineaa and. lamed per- 
sona or others disabled in body." Each soldier and honae- 
holder was required to be always provided with, and to have 
in constant readiness, " a weU fixed firelock, the barrel not lees 
than tliree feet and a half l«)ng, or other good fire-arms, to the 
biitisfaction of the coiniuiB&ioned officers oi' the compau}^ to 
which he doth belong, or in the limits of which he Uwellti ; a 
good sword, cutlass, tomaliawk, or bayonet ; a worm and prim- 
ing-wire fit for each gun ; a cartouch-box or powder-horn^ and 
biillet-pouch ; one pound of g»x»d t)owder ; four pounds of bul- 
lit fur liis gun; and six good fiints." Full details of the 
rules by which tlie militia of the state were to be guided were 
also set forth, and provision was made for the varied difficulties 
which might arise in the constrnction of a military organization. 

For tile purpose of insuring a proper presentation of the 
principles of law and justice, and in order to prevent ignorant 
and imscrupulous men trom practising in tlie courts, every 
person approved of as an attomey-at-law was required, before 
being admitted to the bar, to take the^ following oath : — ^\ You 
swear by the ever-living God, that yon will do no falsehood, 
nor consent to any to be done in the court ; and if yon know of 
any to be done, you shall give knowledge thereof to the judgisa 
or justices of the court, or some of them, that it may be re- 
formed. ( You shall not, wittingly, and willingly, or knowingly 
promote, sue, or procure to be sued, any falbe or unlawful suit, 
nor give aid or consent to the same. You shall demean yonr- 
s^f in the office of an attorney within the court, according to 
the best of your learning and discretion, and with , all good 
fidelity, as well to the court as to the client So help you God."* 

« Aeti tad Lm of Yt, \T!9, pp. 1 8-24. 48, 1 8. 97, 98. 8b&*t Vt State Fi- 
pcfi, pp. 80S-a]2. m» 8S1» 869, «S0, 878, 879. 
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Tile statntoi enieted in Febmaiy, 1779» Mme of the most 
remaikable of which hftre been cited, Mfred as the basis of 
the system of law which for many yean obtained in VennoDt 
At the session of the General Assembly, held in Jnne, 1789, 
the conmion and statnte laws of England, so iar as they were 
applicable to a republican form of government, and were " not 
repugnant to the constitntion, or to any act of tilie Legislatore^ 
of Vermont, were adopted as the laws of the state. Corporal 
punitshmcnt, though at first much employed as a means of refor- 
iimdon, gradually lull into disuse, ad moral suasion usurped iIk 
place of brute force, and finally ceased to be recognized ii» a 
lawful penalty.* liistauces of the infliction of this and of other 
degrading punishments are often met with in the record;> of 
Vermont trials. 

At tlie session of tlio Snperior court, held at Windsor, in 
February, 1784, Abraham Taylor, who pleaded guilty to rlie 
commission of a crime too indecent to name, received this sen- 
tence : — " That he ]>e taken by the sheritf to the whipping-jxist, 
and be whipped ou the naked body thirty-nine stripes ; sit in 
the pillory half an hour on two different days, via, half an honr 
on each day ; be imprisoned one month ; pay a fine of £20 
and cost of proeecntion ; and stand committed till judgment be 
complied with*" Martha Mansfield having been adjudged 
guilty of a certain offence, at the session of the Superior court, 
held at Marlborough on the filfth Tuesday of August, 178^ was 
sentenced to be taken to the public whipping-post in that town ; 
whipped twenty stripes on the naked body ; pay the costs of 
prosecution ; and be imprisoned until judgment was complied 
witk At the same time Mary Hazeltine and Timothy Hd- 
brook were sentenced to receive twenty-five stripes each, and 
Thomas Walker thirty stripes. On the first l^aeeday of March, 
1T89, a session of the Snperior court was held at Newfane. 
On this occasion the guilt of Ezra Whitney in some transaction 
having been proved, he was sentenced to stand in the pillory 
one hour, between the h^urs of twelve and two, at Newfane lu 
the county of Windliam, on the Otli day of instant March, in a 
public place near the Court-house ; pay a fine of £30 to the 
treasury of the state ; and pay costs of prosecution, taxed at 

• lh» dibrte of tlio fint Coondl of OiiBONk at nMetings bdd during tlto 
jMts 1985 and 1786^ WCro rery beneficUl in rendering the chMWcter of lh« 

pnnishrnpnt for minor oWfmtH^ brutal, and ia introdnoiag a nuyre homiM 
Bpirit into the onminal code of Um tUte; 
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£10 13«. Bd.^ The trial of l^enben Eow, alias Muiiroc, l\v the 
Supreme court, at their session held at Ncwikne on the 4tli of 
Septcmlu r, 1799, on the charge " of passinp' to John Holhrook 
Jr. one pii of false rnonev, made of certain mixed and base 
metals, counterteitcd to the likeness and similitude of a piece 
of good, lawful, and cuiTent coin of this state, called a dollar," 
resulted in his convicticHi. The sentence of the court was car- 
ried into execution by Samuel Fletcher, the sheriff, who admi- 
nistered to the culprit " twenty stripes on his naked back, well 
laid on, at the common whipping-post in said Newfane, between 
the hoars of two and four in the afternoon" of the day on 
which the judgment was rendered. It farther appears, by tiie 
records of the court, that on the morning of tiie same day, 
"Bow (duis Hnnroe" was punished by being compelled to 
stand "in the common pillory" of Windham coonty "for the 
space of one hoar."* 

In a conntry or state where no very definite ideas either of 
law or of the principles of right are h^d by the people, eostoms 
sometimes prevail, which, tiiongh strange and onnatnrai, are 
often observed ynik iJie most scrapoloos care. Of those whicli 
obtained among the early setdeiB of Vermont, springing from a 
perversion legal maxims, two examples have been preserved. 
On the 16th of Jane, 1T86, General Assembly of Yermont 
passed an act discharging from impriscmment, on certain condi- 
tions, Thomas Chandler of Chester, one of the early settlers on 
the New Hampshire Grants. On the 20th of the same month, 
before he was enabled to comply with the terms of the act, 
Cluuuller died in the jail at Weotininster, w^liere, during seve- 
ral months, he had been confined for debt. According to the 
ideiife oi' that period, if the friends of a person dying in prison 
carried his remains beyond the boundaries of the jail-yard they 
were regarded as accomplices in an " escape," and were snp- 
posed to be liulilo to satisfy the judgment by virtue of wliich 
he was contined. Anotlier fixili&li imtioT! led people to ima- 
gine, that any one who Fhonld bnr\' the Itody of an imprigoned 
debtor would thereby become executor in his own wrong, and, 
as an intermeddler \ntli the estate of the de}>tor, liable to dis- 
charge the debtor's obligations. How to give C'liristian burial 
to the remains of Judge Chandler, and yet avoid the responsi 
bility of answering for hia defaults, was a serious question. 

• H&OonrtReoovdii SUdeTft Yt State PifMn^ 4fift 
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ForseTenl daji &e coipM xwaiiiadin Uw cellof Uiejai], 
fthnimed by those whose eonuKion Benae, one would Buppoee, 
flhonld have taught them thefoUy of a ciutom which forbade 
them to perform an act of humanity as imperaliTe and solemn 

as is tliat of iuhumation. At length, when the body had he- 
come BO offensive as to inJaugor the health of the prisoners 
conliiied in the jail, .Xalliaii Fisk, the jailer, suggested an expe- 
dient which was (]uickly put in practice. On nu u-,uiiiig the 
jail libertieB. he iuuiid, that by stretching the chiiin, he conld 
include withm them a small portion of the adjoining hurving- 
ground. A grave was then commenced j ust outeide the grave- 
yar 1 Iciice, find just witliin the jail-yard limits. As the exca- 
vation advanced, it was directed obliquely under the fence, 
until a sufficient depth and obliquity had been obtained. These 
preparations having been completed, the jailer in company 
with a few individuals entered, in the silence of midnight, the 
cell where the putrescent mass was lying, placed it in a rough, 
box-like coffin, drew it on tlie ground to the spot selected for in- 
terment, and oonsigned to its last resting-place all that remained 
of the once noted Chandler. Tims was he buried within the jail 
limits, and yet, by a yery pardonable evasion of law, beneath 
the eonsecrated soil of ^ the old Westminster churchyard.''* 
By another strange penrendon of legal pxinoii^eS) at this 

• Thi" «tory is related, in a different fonn, by the Hon. Daniel P. Thompson, 
in that mont •ntortaitiing Americaa historioal novel, entitled "The Rangen; or. 
The Tory's Daughter," i 99. 

TlMMlliorofiliN work liM<ilkinh«vd Ilk* 4lM 
burini of Judge Chandler detailed by the old people who reside in the vicinity 
of tlie place where t).f^ event nrenrref!. An Recount of the incident was jnib- 
lLslie<l on the 9th of February, 1865, in the Vermont Republican, a newjipaper 
printed at Brattleborough. The article in which it appeared, entitled *' More 
■boot Weetolwetor," wm flnt piiiited ia moHMr Ytnnenl newspaper, th» Ye^ 
gennee Indepeodenl Hie writer of the artiele fllwtrated the aopeietilKniB Tievi 
of tho early settlere of Yennoti t by a more singular but lees credible etoty, vbidi ie 
here given in liis own word- : — " There once obtained a cnstom, whether warmnted 
by hiw tluM deponoiit sait.ii not of holtb'n^ even tho dead body of a debtor linblo 
to ai resL It id aaid that a cas4d oocurrcd in the town of Dummenton, within the 
nemoiy of some noir living, where ft dead body wae arrested on its mj to tibe 
gntTO, and detained iOl some of the friende 'baeked the writ»' md tbva became 
surety for the debtor's appearance at court As the return day of flw writ vae 
Some time off, the defendant was fn no eondition to npp^»ar, nnd <v>n9eqnent]y 
' lurched his balL* I must confees thid sounds rather apocryphal. The cm6 of 
poor ahflridaitt who wae arrested while in the agonies of death, is familiar to 
erevy Uteraiy man, but the arrest of a eoipie eeema too mooitroiH to1>e bo- 
Uered. Soch an events if it hiw ooonmd» would well deeerre to be eaUed aa 
emit on mevs (mane) pfoees^" 
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early period, eertain people were led to believe, that whoever 
shei^d many a widow, wlu^ waa admipiatgaihrix vpoii^ the. estate 
of her decewed- hvaband, and should thnmgh.her come in pos* 
aeiUQzi of anything that, had been pmchaaed by the deceaaed 
hnabandi woold become adminiatr^tor in hia own wrong, and 
render himself liable to answer for the goods .and estate of hia ^ 
predecessor. The method adopted to avoid this difficulty, in 
the marriage of Asa Averill of Westminster to his second 
wife, the widow of Major Peter Lovejoy, was veiy Bingnlar. 
By tlie side of the chimney in the widow's house was a rec^ 
of conbidcrable size. Across this a blanket wiiii bUetelicd in 
such a manner as to form a Bmall inclosure. Into tliis Mrs. 
Lovejoy passed with her attendants, who completely disrobed 
her, and threw her clothes into the room. She then tiiruot her ^ 
hand through a small aperture purposely made in tlie blanket. 
The proffered member was clasped by Mr. Averill, and in this 
position he was married to the nude ^vidow on the other side 
of the woollen curtain. He then produced a complete assort- 
ment of wedding attire which was slipped into the recess. Tlie 
new Mrs. AYenil soon ailer appeared in full dress, ready to 
receive the congratulations of the company, and ynn in their 
hearty ^^s^i<^ festivities. The mairiage proved a happy one^ 
their children by their former partners living in great har- 
mony, not only with each other bat with those also who were 
afterwards bom to the new pair.* 

Of tbe aboriginal inhabitants of that part of Yermont which 
borders the bai^ of the Goonecticat, very little is known. The 
Iroquois ladiansi whose hnnting-gronnd comprehended the 
whde of the western portion of the state, seldom extended 
their wanderings across the monntains, and have left bnt few 
vestiges of their presence, even in the places which were most 
frequented by tihem. The conntry in the neighborhood of Lu- 
nenburgh and Newbury, and on the side of the river opposite 
to the latter place, was called by the Indians, " Ooos," which 
word, in the Abenac^iu kni^naiTL', is said to signify "The 
Pines." At these localities, and at other points on the up])er 
Cuiiuecticut, formerly resided a branch of the Abenat^ui tribe. 
On the 8th of May, 1725, occurred a memorable fight at the 
lower village of Pigwacket, New Hampshire, which resulted 

• MSb LetUr of Hon. William C. Brftdley, dat^d MarcJi leth, mi 
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in the defeat, hj Oapt John Lorewell and tfairtT-finir men, of 
a large Indkn foree, commanded bj the chfefe Pangna and 
Wahwa. After thia event the OooBBncks," as the Indiax» 

were called who inhabited the Oooe country, deserted their 
abodes, and removing to Canada became identified there with 
tbc tribe at St. Francis. Subsequent to the reduction r»i ( a- 
liada hy the English, in 17G0, several Indian famih'es returned 
to Coos, and remained there until thev became extinct.* 

The extent of the Indian settlements at ^i"ewburr has never 
been fully ascertained. The character of the d^uMtry was «ueh 
as would naturally puit the taste of those wIk* depended ufK'ii 
hunting and fishing fur support, for the woods were filled with 
bears, moose, deer, and game, while the Connecticut abounded 
in salmon, and tbe brooks were aUve with trout. Of the evi- 
dences of savage life wliicb have been found in tliis vicinity, 
tlie following account by a citizenf of Newbury- may be rehed 
on as correct. " On the high ground, east of the mouth of 
Cow Meadow brook, and south of the three large projecting 
rocks, were found many indioationa of an old and ext<?DaiYe 
Indian settlement There were many domeatic implements. 
Among tbe rest were a stone mortar and pestle. The peatle I 
have seen. Heads of snows, laige quantities of ashes, and the 
ground burnt over to a great extent, are some of the marica of 
a long residence there. The burnt ground and ashes were atill 
visible the last tune the place was ploughed. On the meadow, 
forty or fifty roda below, near the rocks in the river, was evi- 
dently a burying-ground. The remains of many of the sons of 
the tbrest are diere deposited. Bones have frequently been 
turned up by the plough. That tliey were buried in the sitting 
posture, peculiar to the Indians, has been ascertained. When 
the first settlers came here, the remains of a fort were still via- 
ble on the Ox Bow, a dozen or twenty roda from the east end 
of Moses Johnson's lower garden, on die south side of the lane. 
The size of the I'ort was plain to be seen. Trees about as large 
as a man's thigh, were growing in the circuuifereuco of the old 

* An MSMnut of ft Inr 0f tiM Indiaiit vlio Inhaliitod tiM Oftot ooontry, durii^ 
llwkttoriMrtof fh* lut aiid tbo ewli«r potlioa of IIm prcMnt MBtwy, it fma 

in tha " Historical .Sketcites of the Coos ooQBtry " by the Rev. Gr&at Povw% pfk 
178-189. CoMult also TliompsoQft Verrannt, Part U.. pp -203, 206. 

f David Johnson, E-mj. , a son of the wortliy ("ol. Thomas Johnson. ■wh<«"' nn-r'' 
haa already appeared iu the^e (tagiM. Tho extract gir^ iu the text a taken 
from Pow«f0*« Coos CouDtrj, pp. 99, 40. 
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fort A prafbrion of white flintetones and heads of amms 
m&y yet be seen scattered oyer the gronnd.''* 

The pietnre writing of the Indiaosy which is to he seen in 
two locsHties in Eastern Yermont, afibrds satisfiustoiy evidence 
of the fact, that certain tribes were acenstomed to ikvqnent the 
Gonnecticnt and the streams connected with it, even thongh 
they were not actual reddents of the pleasant banks within 
which those waters are confined. At the foot of Bellows Falls, 
and on the west side of the channel of the Cunnecticut, are 
situated two rocks, on which are inscribed figures, the meauing 
of which it is dithcult 
to determine. Tlie lar- 
ger rock j)resent8 a 
group of variously or- 
namented heads. The 
. surface which these 
Leads occupy is about 
six feet in height and 
fifteen feet in breadth. 
Prominent among the 
rest is the figure occu- 
pying nearly a central position in the group. From its head, 
which is supported by a neck and shoulders, six rays or feathers 
extend, which may be regarded as emblems of excellence or 
power. Four of the other heads are adorned each with a pair 
of simikir projections. 
Ou a separate rodc^ 
utoated a short dis- 
tance from the main 
gronp, a single head 
is sculptured, which is 
finished with rajs or 
feathers, and was pro- 
bably intended to de- 
signate an Indian 
chief. The length of 

the heady ezdnsive of the rays, is foorteen inches, and its 
breadth across the forehead in its widest part is ten inches. 
These scolptnrings seem to have been intended to commemo- 
rate some event in which a chief and a nomber of hia 
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tribe performed some noted exploit, or met vfith gome sad 
disaster. The former supposition is undoubtedly the more cor- 
rect It is well known that the Indians were ufiuaUj eareful to 
eonoeal the trsoes of their misfoitanes, and eager to publiab 
the evidence of their g a e ce s ses . 

The rocks are sltmated ahoiit ei|^t rods south of the bridge 
for common travel, across the Falls. That on which the group 
is pictured Is, daring mneh of the time, nnder watw. The 
other, which is farther from the river, is not so mnch affected 
hj the wash of lha stream. Whenever a fieehet occurs, both 

are covered. An 
idea of the locaUp 
ty of these sculp- 
tarings maj be 
obtained from the 
accompanying 
engraving. The 
view presented is 
from a point be- 
tween the tw«» not- 
ed rocks, which 
are respectively 
designated bv the 
lettei*s A and 13. 
A train on the 
Sullivan Iluilroad 
is seen passing up 
on the other side 
of the river. In 
the back-gronnd rise the mountains of New Hampshire.* 
On the south bank of the Wantastiquet or West river, in the 




• In hi* "Travelfl through the Northern Parta of the Unitetl States, in flit 
Years 1807 and 1808," Edward Augustus Kendall, Esq., referred tt> the sculpture 
at BellowH Falls, and endeavored by them to prove that the ehnracters ou the 
rock at Dighton, MaaMohuMttta (or " the Writing Kock on Taunton River," as he 
designated it), wtre interibed hj the Indiui. A hw estneto from h» wotk will 
•how the pompous atyle in wUih hb .iNatod llM lalijeet Altv daMribiiig Bd- 
lowB FaUi^thinolk«aoaU«dtli0aTC«tfl|]K)Mp*MMditdto)diU^^ 
word-* : — 

** The entire baain of Uie cataract is of coarse granite, fractured into lai^e nin^«4Mi. 
On the smooth and inclined £ace of one of theee masses, aiinate on the ■onth nde 
of tho bridgOi iod on the w«i( rfdo of llio riTor, on fho Midpliim TboM hoTO 
n oomponliTO iMjgniiloiiioe whm plaotd b«iide fho Writbg Boek on Taontoa 



Digitized by Google 



1728—1800.] 



'^nrHIAN BOCK." 



689. 



torn of Bfattiebonongii, u ntoatad the ^^Liditti Bock." Its 
location is aboat one hundred rods west of the point ot j imeti0n . 
of the Wantastiquet and Connecticnt liTers. It lies low, and 

Hirer. They consist in outlines of a rariety of heads, eome of wbkh are hnman, 
and some belonging to auimala Unlike the Bcnlptnree of the Writing Rock, they 
are parts of no connected work, bat are soatiered over the face of the rook, i& the 
WNt eren and eligible {Jacet, 

" It ia to th«M aealptures, tficn, fhift I spped, m to eooeladTt aridanoa of tho 
Indian origin of the Writing Rook. They are too rude, too insigtiiflqant, and too 
cvi'lpntly without depth of moaning to he attributed to Phopnicians or Cartba- 
einian-*. No person will carry European vanity m far as to eontrtui that there is 
anything here above the lerd of the Indian genius. But, if Indians were Uie 
«rthoi» of fkiM MolptureSk tiiMi fiidiMf w«n tiio MAon of tfio Writing Book 
ilia Tbo alylaof tfao dr»iriiigia«heMmo; tilt oljloaf aeiUpAiirelathOMiM 
and it is for this reason liitl I add nothing now, to what I hftTe already ad- 
Tsprcf^. in r^'fard to thf^f* particnlars. All thnt requires any spe<'!ftl notice ta 
this, that the rock at the (ireat Falls, which of an exceedinjjly coan**' pranite, 
must have been wrought with atiU more diliicuity than the rock on Taunton 

BiTor Thmt wedptarmt lo obTiondy tho woikof idlalMQa»aiidlbr^ 

•Momplishment of wUbh fto rndcit artist^ once provided with a tool, ■«! bo 
sllowed to be competent, supply us with the &ot, that the Indiana wtr« able to 
senlptnre rocks, and that when they did MNdptwo thi% tko •eulpiura ftiimhllid 
the sculpture of the Writing Rock. 

** In more than ono of the heads sculptured at the Great Falls, we see an exact 
dUHtiide to the heoda aeiilptnNd on tbo WritiDg Roek, and portieiilarl^ In llio 
dramnatanees, thot a rfD|^ iot or boUow is made to serve both fat aoae and 
month ; that no OHtOfe orivfn to the hfimnn head? ; And fhnt the crowns of the 
beads are bare ...»,., Thus, we ascertain that m t in scul[itur?» obscrvr(i upon 
the Writing Rock, there is the strictest similitude, in workmanship and drawing, 
to tboae obaorrod upon tbo looka illlio Gtoot nib Tlmi^ all qnoikioni 

aimrorod, fOMpt tlUMO tlH* M0Nd the ntttre of tio tool b|r t^ 
the rocks have been irroq^ npooi oad tbo oo eo e i oo i vpon wbidi tbo flgONO 
have been wrought. 

" With respect to the nature of the tool, every difficulty would be diAoiiseed by 
nippoaing that the sculptures were not wrought till alter the introduction of iron 
hy tbo SaropeoDo: b«t» tboro oppoan to bo good tOMon fat tfafaddng tbon mon 
■MleBt» and we ^iall« tborefore, in aU pvobdliU^* bo oonfuUod to bdtovo, tbrt 

the too! wm of no better material than stone. 

" One only question remains, upon -which I eliftU vrnture to haziu*d any remark, 
and this respects the occasions upon which rocks have been sculptured by the 

«* In tbo flnt ftooo^ H b nrtlor of notoiioly tbot tbo Iiidioiia b»TO d 

' sued the practice of representing, by delineation, c&tfhtg, uu^ aa we are now 

entitk'd to add, by ffrnlptTiro, those nbjt»cts and those events eoncerninp which 
they either wi.'^ln 1 to nmkc «urae instant communication, or to preserve some 

durable uionumeut In the second place, there can be little reason to 

doubt, that tboy eomolimw aw m kai tbdr ddll, in oil tbo ortt bow montioiiodt 
for the mere purposes of pastimo; mnA, bl this view, it appears unnecessary to 
admit the doctrine, advance*! by some persons in the neighborhood of the Great 
TaV.- in regard to the seulpturcfl thf^rr di^plnyod, namely, thnt the hmdi wrought 
upou the rocks are the heads of men, women, children, and animals that have 
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during % p«rt of die year is oovered widi water, or with eaud 
and dirt, the deposit of the nreie. On fint eiamlning this 

rook, the fig- 
\ nree on the up- 

per part of it 



were alone Tiai- 
ble. Jnst be- 
low them, the 
rock was cover- 
ed with earth 
to the depth of 
six inches. Tlie 
earth was re- 
moved, until a 
Burtace ineasnr- 




"IndUnEo^" 



ing ten feet in 

width, and eight feet in height, was exposed. At the point 
where tlie workmen ceased digging, the rock was covered with 
three feet of earth. The whole surface of the rock, was, upon 
closer scrutiny, found to be covered with inscriptions. Among 
these the date 1755 was to be distinguished. The two ligures 
in the upper comer of the engraving, and on a line with one 
another, are each about eight inches in height, and six inches 
across, measuring from the extremities of the lateral append- 
ages. Of the ten figures here presented, six are snppoaed to 
designate birds, two bear a resemblance to snakes, one is not 
nnUke a dog or a wolf, and one conveys no idea either of bird, 
beast, or reptile. The chiselling of these sculptures is deeper 
and more easilj traced than thi^ of the scolptores at Bellows 



drowned in the catarnet — the Indians Mug used to commemorate by ectil]^ 
tnrea particular cnta«trophM of this kind. We mty object to this, first, that there 
is no rpA«on to b«»Here in the occurrence of so mnnr fatal accident** at this spot, 
as the number of heads must in such case attest ; secondly, that the sculptures on 
Hmm rodcB are dipoMd with no eolemnitf or order, bat are Mftttered in fhe most 
«M«SMaiiMnui«r; waA, ^bMSj,ttuik It h^d^gtAf'prtitiA 

of idle hours spent among thee* ioeki» ftt ft place so favooraUa Ibr Adiiiig at the 

foot of a cataract^ and therefore so much a place of resort. 

" In this view, the sculptured rocks nt the Groat Falls will bo a monument only 
of this, the ancient existence of a neighbouring population, and the ancient fi<h 
eriea panned 1mm; wUto the WrRiBg Bode, alio fnmd in • rftatfion fkYoarmbl« 
for fishing, wiU b« regarded, from the Tariaty which H aonlaiiia, mad. the appa- 
rent combinations and relations of parts which it hatrap, as an elaborate mooil* 
mcnt of .4ome transaction of which no other trace renuina to elaetdate thia impei^ 
feet iconography."— -ul 205, 206, 207, 20&-218. 
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Falls. Iconographic skill maj detect the meaoiDg of these 
ooBfignrations. Tlie impreaeion, which one unused to the 
study of hieroglyphics receives from an ezaminatioa of them, 
is that they are the work of the Indiansi and thai they were 
carved by them merely for amusemeuti while watching at this 
apot for game, or while resting after the toils of the chase.* 
Sach are the most important memorials of the Indians'which 

* " On We«t 'River, a little above its mmith, nr^ a fciv Indiftn sculptures, the 
Imt that I ehaii have to introduce to the reader's notice. ' A number of tigui<« 
or inscriptiona are yet to be eeeu upon the rocks at the mouth of this river, seem- 
ing to aUitdfl to the ■SUi* of war maaag Iiidiau; but tlidir md«ii«it And 
•▼kwwdn«« denote that die fbnnen of tiiem were at m greet remore from the 
knowledge of any alphabet' By thie account, written by a natiye topographer, 
and derired from a History of Vermont, my curiosity was lonf; rni-od ; bat, upon 
viaiting the rock intended to be referred to, I found only the moHt iusignificaiit 
of all the Indian sculptoree that I had met with. The historian, Dr. Williaius, 
with wluNii I bad afterwarda ilia pleaeore of eoiiTeniog; and whoie hook diioo- 
Y«rt a spirit of inquiry, and contains many original views, informed me, that as 
to the sculptures on Wait JEUTer, ha had raihlj reliad on the obeeryatioua of other 

lyea than hia own. 

" These sculptures comprise only fire flgnres of a diminutive size, and scratched, 
rather than senlptored, on the surfiaoe of a onaall maai of schistic rock, aitnate on 
lhaaidaofaaoTalnameadow»iiboTe1iiaiiKnifliof thariTer. Of thaftTeSgnree, 
km represent birds, and one is either that of a dog or of a wol£ I waa infimned 

that on a lower port of the rock adjacent, there was a sculptured snake, bo exqui- 
. 8it< !} rought as to have terrified, by its rcecniblance to nature, an honest coun- 
tryman of the neighbourhood. The water, however, was at this time low, and 
adther myself, nor tba geoftemaa who did ma the fcToar to aoeompany me, waa 
abia to diMorar any aaako; aad, on eloeer ioqviiy, no aort of fbondatioii oovU 
be found even for the story itseH 

" The West River rock affords m, therefore, nothinp', or next to rnthing, in any 
view save one ; and thi« the example of a disposition in the Indiana to f^eulp- 
ture rocks, and to scuipture tbem even for amusement The cove, which, it may 
ba belieTad, waa anaiaalty oremm with wfld riaa ( ifamia ayiialieaX baa alwaja 
baea a aelebratad reaort of wild dneka, It ia at ttaa day a Smmiiia plaee far 
diooliDg tlMm ; and wa may believe that the Indians were accaatomed to spend 
many hoars here watching either for wRt»'r-fowl or for fish. Hence, the fculp- 
ture^, Ixjth at the Great Falls uml on West River, are to bo attributed to the 
whim of vacant momenta." — Kendall a Travels, iii. 220, 221. 

Ill the work fmrn wUeh the abore aatraote ara takaa, Mr. Kendal] girea a 
revy partienlar deeeription of certain figures, said to ba ant by the Indians on tha 
tmok of a pine tree in Weath«>>field. These carvings, according to Mr. Kendall, 
were designed to commemorate the birth of a child, whose mother was taken 
prisoner at tlic btimiiig uf Deerfield in the year 1704. The foundation of this 
incorrect statement is, doubtless, the etooea atiU itanding on the north bank of 
Kieapp^a brook, in tha town of Reading, wUeb wwa eraetad to aemuienorate tba 
btrtb of OaptiTa Johnson, whieh erant took plaea on the Slat of August, 1754. 
All inquiries concerning this monumental tree hare proved fruitless. The oldest 
. inhabitants of We«then«fifld have never known of its existence. It is prohnl.le, 
therefore, that Mr. Keudairs accurate description of the appearance and fom of 
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aie to be fraud in Eastern Yemumt Begarded as spe^ 
of the rade and imenltiTated attempts of a now decaying race 
to expreaa their ideas, hjowever unimportant those ideas maj 
have been, thcjr cannot bnt be liewed witih mingled emotions 
of enriosity and reqpeet 



tued upon Um, or to hi* foTK^nc^.s for "'jUiinil 
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The brothers Bradley, six or seven in number, came to this 
eonntiy from England about the year 1650, having previougly 
served among Cromweirs Ironsides, in which corps William 

SS 
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Bradley, the first aeUier of North Haven, Goimecticat, and one 
of the brothers, was an officer.* Stephen Bndkjt another of 
the brothers, became a resident of New Haven, where he labored 
at his calling, which was that of a eilversmith. On the beha- 
Tior of the Protector's troops when disbanded, Macanl&j has 
passed the highest encominm. " Fiffy thousand men, accustomed 
to the profession of arms, were at onoe thrown on the worhl: 
and experieaee seemed to warrant the belief that this change 
wonld prodace onneh ixamrj and crmw, that the dischaiged 
Teteraas woukl be seen begging in every street, or that they 
wonld be driven by hnnger to pillage. But no siich result fol- 
lowed. In a few months there remained not a trace indicating 
that the most formidable aiiny in the world had jnst been 
absorbedinto themassof theconminnity. The BoyaUsts them- 
Belves confessed that, in every department of honest indnstiy, 
the discarded warriors prospered beyond other men, that none 
was charged with any theft or robbery, that none was heard tr> 
ask an ahiis, and that, if a baker, a mason, or a waggoner attract- 
ed notice by his diligence and sobriety, lie was in all probaljility 
one of Oliver's old soldiers." Wholly consonant wiili this de- 
scription of the scarred and war-worn veterans of the Protectorate 
was the conduct of the Bradleys. 

Moses Bradley of Cheshire, Connecticut, llic bccoiid -on of 
Stephen, married Mary Row, only daughter and luiirss of 
Daniel Eow of Mount Carmel, now Ilaniden. Their son, 
Stephen Kow Bradley tha subject of this notice, was born in 
tliat part of Wallingford which is now comprised in tlie town 
of Cheshire, on the 20th of February, 1754. Having entered 
Yale College, he was graduated at that institation a Bachelor 
of Arts on the 25th of July, 1775. Three years later, on the 9th 
of September, 177S, lie received from his Alma Mater tlie 
degree of M. A. Of his early tastes, some idea may be formed 
from the fact, that, while a student in college, he prepared an 
almanac for the year 1775, an edition of which, nombering two 

• " The first settler in North lii^vcn appoarsto have been Williftm Bra<11ey, who 
bad been an officer in Cromw^'s army. He lired here soon after the year 1650, 
OB Um land belonging to Owmot BaIom, wbo vmnik m large tiMlMi tk« w«it 
ride of liM [Wallingford or QnimuinM] riT«r."— Barbai'A Goml Hirt. OdIL, UL 

f Whenever Mr. Bra<lley wrote his name at full !« ngth, which waslmt aeldom* 
he, until pn^t Tni»1»i1o life, f ut it flown "Htfphen liow Bmrllfy." It ■vrttn «r> •<p*»U 
in the record of hi* baptism in Wallingford, and al-i on Uie talc pair ■ of :ilia:i 
luto whieh 1m pnbliahed in 1776. "Rowe" and ^Koe " are the other funua in 
wJiioh the niddl* imbm lOBMtiaiat appaan^ 
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Aooamd eofiMSi waBpubUihed by EbeMur Waftmiif Harlibtdy 
printer} en die Ist of NoT«mb6r, 1774. 

Soon alWr gtiduating lie entmd th« AwMrion wrvice, and 
m eailj as the 4Ui of Januaiy, 177^ wag oaptain of a company 
eaUed tihe CSMshire Yolnnteero.'^ Dorii^ that month he was 
^wdered tomaitdi his men to Kew York, and his pay rolls, which 
^ere presbnted to Congrc« on the d6tfi of Jmai 1776| show 
that he and his company wefe employed in the iwwriftitwfati ger- 
▼ice from January 25th to Febniary 25th of that year. It 
ironld appear that be soon alter relinquiahed the captaincy of 
this company. On the ITth of December, 1776, with the rank 
of adjutant, ho vvub a])})ointed to tlie btations of vendue master 
and quarter master. He afterwards served as uiJ-de-camp to 
General David Wooeter, and was ensraged in that capacity 
wlien that noble officer fell ninrtally wounded on the 21ih of 
April, 1777, during the attack on Daiibury. In 177S Bradley 
wa6 employed as a commissary, and duringr tlio Buminer of 1TT9 
sensed as a major at New Haven. Tiie time wliieh hr c ould 
spare from military avocatione was oc,cuj)ied in more peaceful 
pm"6uite. It appears from a letter written by Richard Sill, 
dated January 27th, 1778, that Bradley wm at that time teach* 
ing a sehool at Cheshire. Hia law sindies, in the meantime, 
were directed by Tapping Beeve, afterwards the IbuBder of the 
latchfield law aehooL 1^ precise date of his removal to Yer- 
mont is not known. It is proliable that even after his removal 
he not unfrequently visited Comiecticat, lutil he vepgiied his 
place in the miiitaa of that state. 

fiis fint appearance in public^ in Yermont, was at an ad- 
joumedaesaioiiof the Superior eonrt^held at Westmingter on the 
85th of Jlky, 1779* Ob this oocasiouhe was eommiasioned as aa 
•ttomofy-at-law, and leodi^ a lieense to plead at tbe bar within 
^lat "independeiit" state. At the same time he was qppoint- 
^ cleric of the court His knowledge of the Uw and the abili^ 
which he displayed in the practioe o^his profaiiion, raised him 
jt ODce to a high position in the estimation of the oommanily. 
On the 16th of Jane, 1780, he was made state's attomej for the 
«oant7 of Gomberland. At this period the oontroTer^ respect* 
' ing the title of the New Hampshire Grants was attnoting the 
attention, not only of the states which laid claim to that district, 
but of Congress. Having j)opular manners, and a keen in- 
sight into society, lie became a prominent political leader, and 
exercised a large influence in laying the foundation of the state 
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of Yennont, then the Texas of Hub conntiy. Etfuni AUen, Im 
Allen, Seth Wainer, andTbomas CSiittenden, all from OonneG- 
tiont, being llie Anstine and HoostoDB of its earij liialoiy.'' On 
the 94lli of September, 1770, CongresB, bj an act, xeaolTed to 
adjudicate upon the claims of MaBsachiuettB Bay, New Hamp- 
shlre, and New York, on the Ist of Febnuuy, 1780. To Mr. 
Bradley was assigned the task of presenting, for the considm- 
tioii of Congrees, the views held hy Vermont on this important 
question. 

Witli but little knowledge, at the time, of the extent ui the 
subject, the young lawyer commenced his investigationf?, and 
in less than two months, had completed a faithful and well- 
written accuimt of the state of the controversy. This was read 
before the Council of Vermont, at Arlington, on the 10th of 
December, 1779, and, having been approved of by them, was 
ordered to be publislied. It :i[t] eared early in the yeai- 17S0, 
under tlic title of " Vermont b Appeal to the Candid and 
Impartial World," and aided essentially in supporting the 
claims of Vermont to a separate and independent government 
It wa3 written with vigor, and did not want those Howere of 
rhetoric which adorn, and, not nnfrequently, strengthen argu- 
ment. Few copies of this production are now extant, but 
among those pamphlets written at this period upon the contio- 
Tersy, " Vermont's Appeal" stands pre-eminent, not only on 
account of the force with which it is composed, but also bj 
reason of the manner in which the topics of which it treate aie 
presented. It was laid before Congress early in Febmary, 
1780, bj its author, who had been previously selected to advo^ 
cate the claims of Vermont at Philadelphia. Copies of the 
publication were also presented to many of the membersi but 
no opportanity was granted to Mr. Bradley to appear in pereon 
before a committee of Ckmgress, in conseqnenee of the post- 
ponement of the consideration of the oontroversy questioo. Li 
the month of September following, Mr. Bradley again iMted 
Philadelphia, as a commissioner in behalf of Vennont At 1]ia 
end of two weeks, he and his oolleagne^ Ira Allen, became eoih 
Tinced that Ooogress wer^ determined to deeide upon Uie cob> 
troTersy without considering Vermont as a party, and deemed 
it their duty to withdraw. Before, leaving, they presented a 
remonstrance to Congress, dated the 22d of September, 1780, 
in which they set forth their views with reference to the conrse 
which had been adopted towards Vermont, and deprecated the 
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policy which would divide that state between New Hampbliiie 
and New York, or annex it to tlie latter. 

Owing to his thorough acqiiaintunce with tlie views enter- 
tamed by a majority of tlie people of Vermont, on the merits 
of the controversy questiDn, the counsels of Mr. Bradley were 
highly esteemed and readily followed, on all occasions. An 
examination of his pajters affords conclusive evidence, that at 
this period, and for many years after, he wat?, in many respects, 
the ablest man in the fitato. Nor did his qualifications for mili- 
tary service escajio tlie oliservation of tlie citizens of his adopted 
state. By c oinmistsion, dated August 27th, 1781, he was ap- 
pointed a lieutenant in the first regiment of the Vermont militia, 
and on the 15tk of October, in the same year, was raised to the 
rank of colonel. During the troubles which disturbed the 
peace of the southern part of Windham county, Colonel Brad- 
ley was indefatigable in his endeavors to restore order, and sel- 
dom failed to accomplish his purpose. The resignation of his 
ooloDelcj was accepted on the 2d of March, 1787, and for fonr 
jeon he does not appear to have engaged at all in military 
avocations. A curious letter, written to him by William Page, 
of Charlestown, Kew Hampshire, dated May Ist, 1789, ia still 
preserved, in which some allusions are made to the measures 
which w ere adopted to subdue the supporters of New York 
residing at Ouilford, and in that ndghborfaood. " Yon doaht- 
leaa remembttr,'' the writer dwerred, ^ of once calling csl me 
ftr a Bword* You then waa in pmanit of honor and cash. I 
think yon deeired to cut, slay, and destroy the Yorken. Hiav- 
ing accomplished all this, and haying not only changed yonr 
manner and mode of attack, but your weapon also, yon will 
please send to me the sword hy the bearer, for, as all other 
weapons M me, it ia tune to take the sword.'* The militaiy 
career of Colonel Bradley did not, howerer, end here, for he 
was appointed Mgadier general of the eighth brigade of the 
militia of the state, by a commission dated Jannary S6th, 1791. 

Of the offices held by Mr. Bradley, the following list embraces 
a partial account In 1782, he was a select man of Westmin- 
ster, and served as clerk of that town from October Gtli, 1787, 
to October 9th, 1788. lie was register of probate for W iiidliiuu 
county from December, 1781, to March, 1791, and, on the 21st 
of February, 1783, was aj^poiuted a judge of the court of the 
county, in the place of Samuel Fletcher, who had refused to 
serve. From October, 1788, to October, 1789, he sat as a side- 
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pnetiee in the (^nit coovk of the United 8tetee on the ISdi 
of May, 1799. He vepraantod the town of WesteinBter in Hie 
Aasembly of Hie state, at Hie wmUm§ m 1780, 17S1, 1784, 17S5, 
1786, 1790, and 1800, and waa eleeted ^[leaker of the Hbnae at 
the sewon in 1785. He was a member of the state constito^ 
tional QonTention in 1791, and was eleeted to the Council in 
September, 1798. When, In the year 1789, it became evident 
Hiat Vermont would soon be admitted into the Union as a sepa- 
rate state, commiegionere were appointed on tlie 23d of October, 
for the purpose of ascertaining and establishing the line between 
New York and Vermont, Of tlie number was Mr. Bradley. 
In addition to the civil and military appointnu nts \\ itii wiiich 
he was honored, he also received marks of e^^teelIl from Dart- 
month and Middleburv colh'tres. Tlie honorary degrees of 
M.A. and LL.D. were conferred upon liim by the former insti- 
tution. He wuK appointed a fellow of Middh'ldiry colh^ire in 
the act incorpoi atinir th?vt seminary of learning, passed on the 
let of November, 1600, and held that position until tiie time 
of his death. 

After the completion of the Federal Union by the admission 
of Vermont in 1791, Moses Eobinson and Stephen B. Bradley 
were, on the 17th of October, in that year, choeen the first 
United States senators from that state. Tlie former took hia 
seat on the 3l8t of the same month ; the latter on the 7th of 
Kovember fbUowing. On drawing lots for the purpose of de» 
tcrmining to whieh of the three rlnnnfin each belonged, Mr, 
Bradley drew fliet, and fiell to the elass whoee seats would 
be vacated at the ex{Hration of four years frmn Kerch, 1791.'* 
Mr. Eobinson drew the longest term, and, of conne, fell to the 
class whose seats were to be vacated in six years from March, 
1791. Elijah Paine was chosen to sncoeed Mr. Bradley in 
1795. At the expiration of Mr. Paine's term in 1801, he was 
elected for another six years, bnt having declined the podtioD, 
Mr. Bradley was elected to fill the vacancy, which was a term 
of six years from the 4tli of March, 1801. During the greater 
part of the session of 1802-3, he filled with diEfuitv the position 
of president, temporey of the Senate. On the -ith of March, 
1807, he commenced another term of six years as senator, and 
in 18()8 was ao^ain elected temporary president 9f the distin- 
guiBhed body to which he belon^d. 

In politicB, Mr. Bradley was a iiepublican of the school of 
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Jefferson, from whom he received many marks of pei*8onal 
esteem. Desirous of Bccuring a democratic succession in the 
presidency of the United States, Mr. Bradley endeavored to 
consummate the uomiuation of Madison at the close of Jeffer- 
son's second term. For this pmpose, he issued a call for a cau- 
CUB, of which the Ibilowing is a copy : — 

«Sm: 

In pursuance of the powers ^'estcd in me, as president of 
the late convention of republican members of both houses of 
congress, I deem it expedient, for the purpose of nominating 
snitable and proper characters for prudent and vice-president 
of the United Statoe at the next presidential election, to call a 
convention of said republican members, to meet at the eeoate* 
chamber on Saturday, the 23d inet, at six o'clock pjc>) at 
which time and place your personal attendance is requested, to 
aid the meeting with yonr influence, information, and talents. 

^ 8. IL Bkaslbt. 

Bated at Washington, 
Idth Januaiy, 1808." 

Thk dhrcolar, so mandatory in style, was indignantly d^ 
nonnced by many, as a usnrpatioii of powor. A ]urge portion 
of the members reAised to attend, unwilling, as was remarked, 

to countenance, by their presence, the mkhi^ iiUriguei of 

any set of men who may arrogate to themselves the right 

(which belongs only to the people) of selecting^ proper persons 
to fill the important offices of president and vice-])resident;" 
The meeting was attended, however, by ninety-four members 
from both houses. Of this number, only one member was 
from the state of New York. Mr. Madison was nominated with 
apparent unanimity, though Mr. Monroe had been su})])orted 
previous to the caucus by a strong party of men, among whom 
were some who were unfriendly to the policy of Jefferson. 

Tlie "war of 1812, \vhich was, in the main, a democratic mea- 
sure, wafi not suppoiled by all the members of that i)arty. 
President Madison, it was supposed, was persuaded to engage 
in it, only in order to secure a second election. Randolph 
" openly and strenuously opposed it from the beginning to the 
end,'' and Mr. Bradley, who was at that time the ablest demo- 
cratic senator from Kew England, " earnestly counselled Madi- 
son against it" 6o dissatisfied did Mr. Bradley become with 
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die iiatioiial policj of this period, that, od ibe 4th of Much, 
1818, at the doee of his eoDgronioiifll laboiBi he wiUidrew ello- 
gether from public life, detmniiied, siiioe he was unable to 
proTent a needlesB war, not to oontiime in anj pontioii, where 
he would be subjected to the calnmniei and odinm of a minority 
from whom he dinented. 

In a previous chapter* may be found an account of a trial 
wliich trok place at Westminster, on the 27th of May, 177i>. 
On tliis occasion, Noah Smith filled the office of state's attorney, 
and Mr. Bradley acted iis coungel for the defendanta. In the 
midfit of the trial, Ethau Allen appeared in court, accoutred in 
military dress, as has been dutuiled in the accc'unt referred to. 
After Smith had finished his argument, in the course of which 
he had made t-cverRl quotations l>om Blackstone's Commenta- 
ries, Allen, who thought that the state's attorney was manifest- 
ing too great leniency towards some of the prisoners, arose, and 
told the jury that, in the observations he was about to make, he 
ehould not deal in quibbles. Then, turning to Smith, he said: — 
" I would have the young gentleman to know, that with my . 
lo^c and reasoning, from the eternal fitnese of thingSt I can 
upset liis blackstones, his whitestonee, his gravestones, and hie 
brimstones." Heie he wae interrupted by the chief-jnatiee, 
tfoees Bobinson, and was gtarely infonned that it was not 
allowable for him to appear in a civil court with his sword by 
his side. Upon this, Allen, nettled by the i n ten mpti on, 
his weapon, and bringing it down on the bar tabto witii a Hwee 
which made the house ring, ezdaimed, 

"For forms of govcTTimcnt, let fools coateitj 
WlMto'«r i» b«tt ftdministerd, it bORt" 

Having delivered himself in this style, he was about to resume 
his remarks, when, observing that the jiidges were whispering 
together, he listened for a moment, and then cried out : — " I 
said that /ooU might contest for forms of government — not yoor 
Honours ! not your Hononn I " It is presumed that the apology 
was satisfactoiy, fbr Allen was permitted to finish his address, 
as previously narrated, after wl^ch the trial proceeded without 
fbiiher check. 

On retiring from public life, ICr. Bradley returned to West- 
minster, where he rerided until the year 1818. He then re> 
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moved to the neighboring village of Walpole, UTew Hampshire) 
where he lived in ease, independence, and honouTi nntil he 
took his willing, and not painfnl deparatore^ with the cheerful 
expression <xf s mind at peace with itself, with the worid, and 
with heaven." His death occurred on the evening of Tiinrs- 
d&j, December 9th, 1880. 

In his "Descriptive Sketch" of Vermont, published in 1797, 
Dr. John Andrew Graham has letcn ed to ^Ir. Brudky, as lie 
tlieii knew inm, in these words: — " Mr. Bradley is a lawyer of 
distinguifihcd aliilities, and a good orator. He has held eome of 
the most impuitant offices of the state, and wjis late a senator 
iu Congress. Few men have more com^'auiuiuible talents, a 
greater share oi social cheerfnliief3», a more iuexliaustible flow 
of wit, or a larger portion of unaffected urbaoity." The Hon. 
S. G. GtHi lnch, known the world over as " Peter Parley," who, 
in the year 1818, married tlie daughtxjr of Mr. Bradley, lias, in 
his late work entitled Becollections of a Lifetime," noted 
some of the prominent characteristics of the influential sena- 
tor. " He was distingaished for political sagacity, a ready wit, 
boandless stores of anecdote, a large acquaintance with man- 
kind, and an extensive range of historical knowledge. His 
convenatlon was eiceedingly attractive, being always illus- 
trated by pertinent anecdotes and apt historical references. His 
devebpmentB-ef the interior machinery of parties, during the 
times oi Washington, Jeffenon, and Hadison^ his portraitures 
of ihe pcUtical leadm of these mterestiqg eras in onr histoiy 
firae^y oommnnieated at a period when he had retired 
from the aetive arena of politics, and now looked back upon 
them with the feelings of a philosopher^were in the highest 
degree interesting and instmctive.'' 

His SOD, the Hon. William 0. Bradley^ wlio was bom on the 
28d of March, 1782, still survives, at Westminster, in a green 
old age. He has filled many stations of honor in the service of 
his country, ai^<l \\ hile on tl;t ll<^or of Congress enjoyed, in a 
peculiar manner, the personal ami political esteem of Henry 
Clay and other distinguished statesmen. Tlic assistance which 
Mr. Bradley lias on all occasions most cheerfully afforded, in 
the preijaration of this work, has contributed materially to its 
correctness, and has enabled the author to present many facts 
which otherwise would have remained unrecorded.* 

* Miicauky's Hiat. Eag., toL L chap, ii UoUister's Hist. Coniu, il 628. Bel- 
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Dcxmo the rtvolotion* 
$Kj war, thiB gwdeiiiia 
served ae a captem, and 
waft ataliaiiedf a part of 
tfie time, at Coveatiy, 



Conneetkmt After Im removal toYeniioaty he attained to 1^ 
rank of a major-general of militia. He was highly respected 
by ail who knew him, and dieehargcd the datiee of variona 
oflSces which he was called to fill to the satisfaction of his con- 
stituents and witli honor to Iiimself. Bv the citizens of Norwich, 
the town in which he resided, lie was esteemed for those traits 
of character which mark the just man and the kind neighbor. 
He was an assistant justice of the court of Windsor county from 
1783 to 1TS6, and from 1790 to 1796 ; and was chief justice of 
tlie same in 1801. lie held the office if jiidge of probate in 
ISiyO; and wa« lii^^di sheriff of tlic countv from 1787 to 1789. 
lie represented the inliabit^mts of Norwich in the General As- 
sembly durinf!^ the sessions of 1783, 1786, and 1791 ; was a 
member of the Council from 1792 to 1796 ; and sat in the state 
constitutional conventions of 1793, 1814, and 1822 as the dele- 
gate from NorvnVli. Haring heen elected lieateoaat^Temor 
of the fitate in 1706, he was from that timeaimiialljretnmed to 
the same ofiSicey the years 1813 and 1814 excepted, until ISSO, 
when, admonished by the infirmitieB of age^" he refused longer 
to be a candidate for that station. While sernng in this capa- 
city, the gabematorial chair was occupied at different times hj 
Thomas Chittenden, Isaac Tichenor, Israel Smith, and Jonas 
Oalnsha. From Bartmonth college he leceiyed the honorary 
degree ol^ H.A., in 1806. His death occurred at Norwich on 
the 15th of July, 1824, in the 79lh year of his age.* 

lows Mb InftHigeBMr, Deoembw iMih, 188a ITortti SUiv DwviBe^ Vl, Dt- 

eemher 28th, 188a tViemiial CtUlogam of Yal«^ Durtmouth, «nd Middlebnij 

colleges. Act* anfl Taw« of Vt., 1800, pp. 30-40. Journals Aia Cong., ed. 1828, 
i. 388. Jouroal."* T. S Senate-, 1791, p. 25. ISkde's Vt State Papers, pp. 114. f 
122-126. Kendail a Travels, i, 177. Detning'a Catalogue of Vt Officers, passuiu 
Onliflm^ DaseriptiTa Slwteli of Vt, pp. 1 1 0. 1 1 1. Ooodiiah'h Recollections of ft 
IJf«tim^ i 448, 44S; iL 98^ lOa Toang^e AmeruMii Statemaii, p|». 841, U% 
Various 1G9B. Documents, Letters, etc 

* Thompson's Vt., Part 111 , p. 180. Willianu's Hist. Vt., ed. 2d., L 91, M. 
Trienniftl Gfttaloguo of Dart. CoL Deming's Catalogae of VU Offioen, jHumn. 
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The subject of this notice was born in Dublin, Ireland, about 
the year 1725, and was educated to tlie profession of the law. 
While at home, he bore some military commission, as the style 
of dress indicated by his portrait — which is still extant, and 
which was painted before he removed to this country — evinces. 
Of his military rank, except that he was familiarly called " Colo- 
nel," and of the time and occasion of his service, uotliing is 
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known. At the ago of thirty or thirty-one, lie mairied a Miss 
Oasbing, a resident of the city where he dwelt. By her he had 
one child, Elizabeth Martha, who was bom probably in the year 
1758. The mother did not long sarTiye the birth of her daag^ter, 
and Hr. Brush being left a widower, placed the litde infitnt in 
the care of some of hia relatiyeB, and came to America a ahoct 
time preyione to^ or during, the year 1762. Haying aettled in 
New Yoik cit)r, he there married Miu guret Montoam, a widow 
lady, and by her former marriage the mother of a daughter 
named Francee.* He early obtained employment in the office 
of the secretary of the province of New York, and for Beveral 
yean? held the post of assistant nnder the deputy secretary, 
Goldsbrow Banyar. In tlio year 1761, on the 27th of January, . 
he received froiii Lieut.-Gov. CadwaHader Gulden a license to 
practise as an attorney at law, in all his Majesty'b Courts of 
Kecord,'' witliin the province. It is probable that his law part- 
ner was Juhu Ivelly, an Iripliman of ability and Btanding. Mr. 
Briir^h removed to "Westniintiter dnrini^ the year 1771, and on 
the 25th of Fehruar}', 1772, was appointed clerk of Cumberland 
county, t vice John Chandler, removed. He was made stirro- 
gate of the county on the 14th of the following AprU, and at 
the same time, he and two others received a commission to ad- 
minister oatlis to alLofficerSy both civil and military, within their 
inrisdiction.:^ 

On becoming a resident of Weetminater, Mr. Bmsb was 
feasted by the inhabitants from hoQfie to honse. The display 
which he affected in his dress, contrasted stron^y with the 
simple garb of the villagers, and fbr some time pomp and pa- 

* There is a tradition that Brash was not legally married to hid sccoud wife. 
The ikor J goe», that in hm maiden days, had baen muoh admired by Brushy 
whft had paid her Me add re waa, tut iritihent ioeeeia. 8heiiMviied.]npr«fe!Niiea^ 
a colonel iil the British serriee^ who wee the Csther of her ehitd Frances. He was 

killprl in the old French war, or in wnneof the bntfle? immediately suhseqtient to 
the year 17.56. The widow Rn<^ the widower having met, they nj^Teei^ t ^ lire 
together as husband and wiie, aud did eo, but the connection was not lawfully 
eatabfiahed. Retort wia had to tliia aUiaiiM in oider that Vbm. Brodi vaS^ lie 
enabled to draw tiie penaloii dne her as the widow of an offiaer, whidi ike 
forfeited in the event of a second marringe. 

f lie resigncfl tlie clerkship on the 7th of ^fnrch, 1774, anr{ vrm snceeedctl by 
8>ainuel Gale, who married the daughter of Bamuel Wells of Brattleborongh. In 
the Connooticnt Courant of April lOth, 1775, is the list of the members of the last 
Colonial AMembly of Now Tork The name of Bmdi is given witb thaaa 
marks *. — " A native of Ireland, practising the law in Ciunbeiiand woa^, who 
sold the clerkship of the county to Judge Wells's son-in-law." 

t This coauBissioQ was renewed on the 18th of Febrnaiy* 1794 
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Hide ayailed to coneeal tlie defeets of character. But as tdI* 
garity of imnd became apparent, and noTelty of appearance 
ceased to attract attention, Mr. Bnish found, in spite of his 
boasted attainments as a man of large information, and his pre- 
tensions to gentility, that his only Mends were a few high- 
toned and arrogant loyalists. Notwithstanding the prevalence 
of such sentiments as Uiese in the minds of the people of West- 
minster, Mr. Brush wielded an extensive political influence in 
the county, on account of his intimate connection with many 
of the principal government officers. The house in which he 
lived was situated north of the meeting-house, and was the only 
building in the town whose four sides faced tlie cardinal points. 
• It was originally built for the Rev. Mr. Goodt^ll, supposed to be 
the first miTiister of the town. It was subsequently owned by 
a citizen of Waipole, New Hampshire, who sc>l<! it to Mr. 
Brush. In later years it became the residence of i)r. Elkanah 
Day. One of the reasons which induced Mr. Brush to settle in 
this quiet village, was the opportunity which was thereby 
afforded him, to sell his lands, which were scattered throughout 
the northern parts of New York and the interior portions of the 
New Hampsliiro Grants, and included many broad acres along 
the banks of the Connecticut, in the town and neighborhood of 
Westminster. Ue also hoped to rise in political distinction, an 
end which he conld not accomplish among the learned and 
ariatocratio in the mm southern towns of New York. His 
business, on acconnt of his knowledge of legal forms^ was mnl* 
tifarioos, and to assist him in it, he kept a derk^ Abraham 
Mills by name, who, as far as disagreeable traits of character 
were concerned, was a copy in miniatore of his master, 

la answer to a petition signed by the inhabitants of Comber- 
land connty, permission was giyen them by the Goyemor and 
Oonncil of New Yoik, to elect two representatiyee to the Gtoe- 
ral Assembly of that province. The order oonftrming this per- 
mission was promulged on the 28d of December, 1772, and at 
an election subsequently held, Samuel WeUs of Brattleborough 
and Crean Brush of Westminster were returned as representa- 
tives. On the 2d of February, 1773, they presented their cre- 
dentials to tlie General At-sembly, and were admitted to seats 
" at the table" of legislation. Bmsh although in a great mea- 
sure devoid of principle, possessed many of the qualifications 
essential to the character of a successful partizan politician, and 
he soon became noted for Im advocacy of all miuistenal mea- 
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sures, and for his hatred of every attt iiipt at refoiTn. Fluency 
of speech and a gpiriUjd style of oratory, ei^ihli d iiiin to give 
«zprM8ion to hit opinions in a manner which attracted atten- 
tioiL By then means he obt«iB«d an inflaence, which he new 
ftuled to eiert in hehalf of his party. In tbe oontroversy be- 
tween New Hampshire nnd New York respecting the New 
fiampahire Grants, he evinced a deep interest, and was weU 
prepttred by knowledge obtained while in the office of the se- 
cretary of state to pnsent the question in an, accamite-uid reli- 
able form. 

In nnswer to a petition ftom Col John Mannsell and otlm, 
^interested in lands to the westward of Conneetiont nwm^ 
ptraying that tbe Qeoeral Aseembly wonld adopt raeasnres to 
preyeni tifae sneoen of the lolieitationfl and interposition of 
the government of New Hampehire^ in prejudice of the sndeat 
limits" of New York, the Home on the 17th of Febniary, 
1778, having resolved itself into a grand committee on griev- 
ances," declared that the eastern limits of the colony, both by 
the royal grants to the Dnke of York and by the orders in 
privy council of July 20th, 1704, were the western banks of 
Connecticut river. For the ])nr})06e of ]iresentin«; the subject 
in a tangible form, they a])pointed Col. Philip Sclmyler, John 
De Noyelli-s, and Crean iirusli a coinniittee to drafl u represen- 
tation of the rights of the colony of New York to tlie lands in 
question. Tliis representatiuu. ^\ In n asrrood to by the House, 
was to !)(> transmitted to the agent of tlie colony, to enable him 
to maintain the Hnim at the couit of Great Britain. On Satar- 
day, the 6tli of March following, Mr. Brush gave in the report 
of the committee, which was adc^ted on Monday the 8th, and 
entered on the journals. It was entitled " A state of the lif^t 
of the edoDj of New Yoik^ with respect to its eastern bonnd- 
aiy on Connecticut river, so &r as concerns the late eaeioaek- 
ments under the gOTsmment of New Hampshire.'' 

This document was 8nb8eq[nentl7 printed in the form of a 
folio pamphlet, and, with odiers of a similar chanoter, was 
pkoed in the hands of aU the leading men engsged in the oon- 
troven^. It was iNrepared mainly by the Hon. James Doane, 
and presented an aUe aignment in support of liie rights of 
New York. Althoo^ it had been h<^>ed that the reasons 
bron^t forward in die representation wonld have a teadencj 
to restntfai tlie people residing on the Grants," who favored 
the jurisdiction of New Hampshire, from indulging in acts of 
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rioleuce against the settlers under New York, yet evils of this 
nature seined rather to increase than dimmish. On the lat 
c£ February, 1774, Beigamm Hough, a magistrate by appoint- 
joient from Kew York, presented a petition to the GeneraL As- 
fiembly of the province, asking, in behalf of himself and othen, 
"te be protected from the ** oi itr i geoiie cruelty^ of the ^'Bea- 
Attgtoa mob." The mbject was coDaidered in the grand 
committee on gn&v§x>M,*^ and n report therefrom waa fn- 
Mled to the Hove on the Slh, bj Mr. Bmeh, in behalf of the 
chairman, Mr. dinton, recommending that body to request the 
■^ovenor to issme his prochunation, oflforing • rewaxd of £S0 
eneh for die apprehension of Ethan Allen and teven of hia 
eompatrioti, and ooonaeUing Ihe Honae to bring in a hill to 
«iqppraB riotona and disorderly proceedmgs." Mr. Braah and 
Colonel Ten Broeck were appointed to prepare the bill, and on 
-the 9th the result of their labors was laid before the house, and 
was soon after piLsscd into n law. The Governors proclamation 
was issued on the 9th oi 2d arch, and a reward of £100 each 
wikj offered for the apprehension of Ethan Allen and Remember 
Baker, and of j^O each for the apprehension ot six of the other 
ringieadi I r^. 

The iiiHuence which Mr Brush possessed in the House was 
neither feeble nor unfrequently exercised. On tlio nip^ht of the 
29tli of December, 1773, the mansion of Governor Try on was 
destroyed by fire. This calamity was referred to by the Go- 
vernor, in his speech to the Assembly, on the 12th of January, 
1774. A few days later a motion was affiBored bj Mr. Bmsh, 
in these words: "I move that the Honae do Molre, that 
there be allowed onto his ExceUency the Governor, the anm of 
JKS^OOO, aa a token of the deep concern of thia House iat the 
damage he anatalDed by the late dreaditil fire, towarda n com> 
pensntion, in -some meaanrei of his great loasea ; and aa a pnb- 
Uo testimoDial of that hi^ req>eot and esteem tiiey bear to Im 
person and family." Thia proposition elicited mneh debate, 
and, though strannonsly opposed, waa passed by a.majority of 
two, fourteen members Toting for and twelve against it Soon 
after these oocorrenoee, the Governor made known hia inten- 
tion of departing for England. The annonneetnent waa pub* 
lished to the honse on the 8th of March, and Messrs. Wi]kiiia» 
Jaunccy, and Brush were appointed to draft an address to hia 
Excellency, ex]>ressin<]^ the liiirh sense thev entertain of the 
great and extensive benelit derived to tlie colony from the up- 
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rightneiei jnttioey and impartiality of bis administration ; the 
deep conoem they feel on his deputare ; their ardent denze of 
his speedy retnm ; their affectionate wishes for the welfare and 
happineas of hie fizeeUency and hie fimily; and their firm 
relianoe that he will repreieat to dieir moit gradona Soive- 
reign, the nnehafcen loyalty of tiiia hie faithfol oolonyy and iheir 
at^y and aoakms attadunent to hie sacred peraon and govern- 
ment'' With tree Irish spirit, Mr. Brash in tiie address whidi 
he drew, embodied in the most fUsome language the idaaa 
contained in the above resolntion, and on the 90th of Mspdi 
the eulogistic docoment was placed in the hands of the man wlio 
afterwards became notorious, as the sacker of peaceful yiUages, 
aiid tlie murderer of unoffending women and helpless children. 

Bitterly opposed to every measure debigueti to introduce a 
more faithful adrniniBtratk)n of the erovemment^ "hlr. Brush iiuw 
directed his efforts to stem the torrent which was soon to break 
down the barriers of tyrannical oj)prebsion. On the 23d of 
Feljruary, 1776, he delivered a bet-speech niraiMst tlic pr-'jtr.si- 
tiou I >f Mr. Thomas, to elect delegates to the second Continen- 
tal Congress. Being charged " with using expressions which 
threw indecent reflections both on the conduct of the gentle- 
men of tJie opposition and on the proceedings of the last Con- 
gress,'' Mr. Brush caused his speech to be jurinted and pub- 
lished, that the public nu|^t be able to form an opinion as to 
the justice of the charges. He was answered by Messrs. Clin- 
ton and Schuyler, who, with Col mi el Woodhull, were the lead- 
ing patriots in the house. The debate was Bigniffcant of the 
spirit of the times, and served to show how widely at variance 
were the opinions of those who, as representattves of the peo 
pie, were asBembled to legislate for the welfiire of the colony. 
On the same day, Mr. Brush presented the report of the com* 
mittee, who, in pnrsnance of Mr. De Lanoey's motion, made on 
the 81st of Jannaiy, had been appointed ^ to prepare a state 
of the grievances" of the cokmy. On the 9th of March, he 
was chosen, witih Ooikmel Seaman and Mr. Gale, to prepare the 
draft of a memorial to the Hoose of Lords. The report, which 
he presented on the 16th, as chairman of the committee, was 
subjected to many alterations md amendments. W ith tlie 
other memorials which had been prepared for the King and 
the Commons, it was adopted on the 25th. These adclresses 
were in every respect, tamo, ridiculons, and very loyal," but 
the House was ruled by a Tory majority, who strove in every 
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way to adopt meli measnrefly as woM be most likely to ad- 
Tanee the mteratB of their own party, and it was by their 
▼otee that ereiy vigofoae eflbrt of the minority was emason- 
lated, and made to do serrice in behalf of oppresdon. 

Mr. Brush's name appears with prominence on one other 
oecasios, in the records of the Colonial Assembfy. As soon as 
die news of the Westminster Massacre" reached New York, the 
messengers who had bronght the information were examined, 
and their depositions were laid before Lient-GoV. Golden. His 
message, delivered on the 98d of March, recommended imme- 
diate action. Tlie Bnbject waa brought up for consideration on 
tlie 30th. Ever ready gain power by a bold act, Mr, Brush 
moved that the suin of £1,000 be " granted to hie Majesty to 
be applied to enable the inhabitants of the connty of Cumber- 
land to reinstate and maintain the due admim'st ration of justice 
in the said connty, and for the suppreeeion of riots therein." 
The motion prevailed in this form, and the treasurer of the 
colonv was ordered to (b'pbnrpo the amount named, on warrants 
issued by the proper authorities. With the a<ii*nirnnient of 
the Assembly on the 3d of April, ended Mr. Brutih'e career as 
a legislator. His ability as an orator was acknowledged even 
by his foes, and his speeches were generally prepared witli care 
and skill. As a wiiteri he is referred to in Trambnll's MacFin« 
gal, in the following yerees : — 

Had I the Poet's br«Mn limga. 
Ab •ouAJ-boAnl to his bandr^d iongti6% 
I ooiiMi not half tlM Miibblm moiter 
Tlwi tmvm^A roand Rtviogton ia cfauUr ; 
A«emblie«, cooncilmen, fonooth ; 
Brush, Coop«r, Wilkins Chanf1!f»r, B<Hyth| 
Yet all their trgumenta and sap'eiice 
You did not value at three half-penoe."* 

During the aommer which followed the commencement of 
hostilities hi tiie edooies, Mr. Brash probably remained in the 
dty of New York, woridng as best he might for the good cf the 
King. In the fall he repaired to Boston, then occupied by the 

liritish, and offered his services to General Gage. These were 
accc])ted, and he was soon after engaged in an employment 
which gave him a tempurary power, which he did uut lail to 

« AmflriMHi AnUtMi roiirCh 8«iMb v«L L Mk 1SSS» It90-1SM, ISOS, IWI, 
ItlS-lSIS, im Jmuh CoL Am. ir. T. Doe. Hist N. T.,iv. 10S5. Duo. 
1^ K. T., 1 450, 4S1. Trnmbviri MMfkgal, Boiloa ed., ItM, canto L p. S8. 

89 
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exercise. General Gage, though he favored tlie occupation of 
New York, ^regarded the evacuation of Boston as a measure of 
too much danger, and difficnl^i and importance,'' to be taken 
without the sanction of government. Having determined to 
winter his amy in the latter place^ he, in the last of Septemberi 
1775, " commenced prepantKWS to quarter it in the houses of 
the inhabitants.'^ In consequence of this determination, it was 
necessavy to remoTe l^e fomitnre from the boildingB that would 
be required.'* Iliis b«ainess was entrusted to Grean-Bmsfa, who 
'was armed with a oommigBioB Testing him with anthoiily 
to reoeiye and protect snch pefsonal property as should be en- 
trosted to his care.* 

The issue of Hus commtsdoD was one of the last official aete 
of General Gage in Boston, Already had he reoeiTed orden to 
repair to England. In obedience to these orders he sailed on 
the 10th of October, and on the nine day Qeneral Howe sae- 



* The fo]]n\v\n(r h a copy of the oomnii^non referred to in the text: 
"By ni» i-otCfUency The Houorable Thomas Gnge, Captam-€r«&eral and GoT«f- 
uor-in-CMef in aud over Hi« Miyeaiy'ft Province of MMMchnsettA Elay, and 
Vh^AAadnl of fh« Mm^ Gcaml and Oonmwadtr-nhChiiror BwMi^ 
t^t FlofOM in ITortih JmnAa^ At^ 4o., Aol 

"To Cbjun Bruui, Esquire:— 

"WlMNMk tiMn ■Mluge quantitiM of Oooda^ Ww«% ud Mwtodlw^ Gbub- 
Hm and EliBote of wiiiidaMbI* Tiifaie l«a an the Town of Boaton by P«noM vl» 
hftTO thought propor to disput fberefrom, whkli ar« lodged in dwdfiog 
Honaw^ and in Shopo and StorabouMi adjoining to or nakug paH of DwaiMas 
Sooaitt 

" And Whereaa, there it great reaaon to appr«hend, and the Inhabitanta have 
oipraaiad aomo fean omMoraing fho uhty c^aoeh goodie aapeeially aa great pait 
of ihoHoxues will neoeasarily be Occupied by Hie Ifi^eBty'a TtooipB and the fair 
loxrers of the Army, as Barracks during the Winter Season; To quiet the fimt 
of the Inho>)itnTita, and more especially to ttike all due care for the pr«i«rvati<»n 
of aooh Goodii, Warea, and Merchandiae : I hare thought fit and do hereby Autho- 
fiaa and appoint you tha laid GraanBrndi to tako and raoeive into your Care, all 
aaoh Oooda^ Ghatllai» and Effaota aa mtj ba Tolnntaffly daHvaiad into jom 
CSiarge by the ovnan of aneh Qoods, or the Pamoa or Paaow wliooo care they 
may be left in, on your giving Reeeipte for the same; and yon are totjike all doe 
care thereof, and to deliver aiiid Goods, when called upon, to those t«> whoni you 
shall have given Receipta for the same. For all which Services you are to Receive 
Ton SUDinga Starling par Day. Givaa mdar my Hand and Bad at Haad4)M<> 
ten in Boston the F!ral day of Oetobar, Oaa Tlioiiiaadaavan HondNdaDd SoTaaty 
Five, in the Fifteenth Year of the Reign c^OorSovaraignLocdGaorgo th. Tlurd, 
by the Grao4> of Oo*^, of Oroat Britain, Ft$aiM, and Maad King ; Defender of 
the Faith, ami m> forth. Tao%, 

** By his Exoellenoy a Commaud, 
''Sax. Kwna,* 
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ceeded Idm in the comnumd of tibe troops. M«aiitinie, Bnuh, 
al1iiaQ£^ bittied among the 

^"pMiitali^i&asiiUiliiMttektliP* 

which the good wives of Boetoo had left behind them, stall fonnd 
time to evinoe his loyalty in other ways. He, in common with 
tiie army of General Howe^ fislt seeore in hia pieaent position, 
and was almost certain of die oltimate snccess of the British 
foroes. Owing in part to this confidence, and in part to a dedre 
of redndng the inhabitants of the New Hampshire Grants to 
snbmiesion, in which district he owned seyeral thousand acres 
of land, he drew up a memorial in which he offered his services 
to raise a body of men to be eniployed in tlie service of the 
King. This memoricil \v;is found aiiioiig hi8 papers, when a few 
months later he was taken prisoner. It was addressed to Gene- 
ral Gage. The intention of its author, doubtless, was to transr 
mit it to England, trusting to Gage's influence with the Ministry 
for a favorable answer to the prop* ^iti< »rjs therein advanced. 
The supposition that it ever reached tlie t vt > of him for whom 
it was intended is baseless. As to the nieniorialist, the designs 
bv wliich be had hoped to advance the interests of the Crown, 
and gratify his own avarice and ambition, were defeated hy a 
change in his own circumstances which was as humiliating as 
it was unexpected.* 

* For iho ptirpo9c of showing the kijalty «f Mr. Bnnb^ diqxMilioo, a Mpy of 

the memorial i* here annexod: — 

**ToHi8 £xc«llen^ The Honorable Thomas GBg«^ LieateDaatrGoneral of B» 
Miyesty't FoiMt, dto., <bo., Aa> 

**TlioiiMaioriilof CrMm BriMiiof tiio 
ftoviooo oC Vtiw Tink* Ai|iiiMh 

•*lloil BmpMMfy A«w«l3i— 

*• Hint yonr Meraoriflli^it hfith in gererftT nri! !>• 
partmente zealously exerted himself in supporting the Constitution and Authority 
of Parliament over all His Maj^ty s DominioDi, bnt the unwearied aaaiduity of 
Ml artftil, Mntitiova CoiiliBdfliMj luiving prornlod, mad tho People pnrBTiing the 
A rt itge t y Dloteles of eneh Oonfl pdc r e t e e h aying shook off their allegiance to the 
best of Kings, and thofar Obedience to Lawful Authority, with Ingratitude unparal- 
leled burst forth into open Hobellion, maVing their final Appeal to Anna and rest 
their Fate on tlip decision of the Sword alone, whereby eve»y Bond of Socie^ is 
DiasolTed, and all Persons precluded from supporting His Miyeatys Goremment 
ia • GivO Oepe^ty. 

Yoar Mvnorialiat. therefore, to Manifest hb Zeal for Hie U^f» Person end 
GoTemment, in the present Exigence, Lees lenre t<i f>ropo?e to your ■nllpn^y 
that he will foithwiib, upon being duly authoriced, raise a Body of Yoluuieers» 
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Bj the 5tli r>f Febmaiy, 1776, Mr. Braab had receiTed into 
his custody a large amount of goods, wares, and merchandlaa 
General Howe, although he liad resr h . 1 to evacuate Boston, 
was determined to wait ^* until he had additional transports and 
sufficient provisiona for a long voyage; and also, nntfl a &vor' 

eonsistuig of not lilt tliAB tlwM Htmdfwl «ffMlir« lf«B, aehMnr* of Oflteti% Oai 

Hundred and fifty of whom to be formed into an IntVpeDdent Compaaj ander 
hia Command, nr><] th^ fw,idue tt* be disposed of at the pleasurf >>( tht- Command^ 
«T-m-CUie{, the whole to §erve in Cuujunction with iiiii Majesty » uth«;r Forcei^ 
daring the eootinaance of the present Rebellion, upon tbc aame paj, and Bojil 
BooBty, m graatod to «iw aew i«Vd Rojal F e— ibU Amwleaii yigimwit» mI 
thia PropoMd yoar Memorialist flatters himfelf with a certainty of effeeting frea 
his C<»nneetiona and Friends among the weU-disp<>!^'<i In}iabitant«. And after the 
Subdaction of the Main Bodr of RebH Force, your Meiiif.riHli:«t would further 
horablj propose^ that an estabiiahment of three Hundred Men, including such of 
ttt tliM HvndM Ifati k» to b« niMd by him at hm^ thtk malii, CMliirfvt «f 
Ofloit% wigirt bo fbtned into one Body under lut OonoMMid to OMi^pjf pMptf 
Pbeta on ConneeticutfiiTtr, Mid open a Liae of ecoMiaDioatMNi fton thence West* 
ward t4)wftrd« !.uK-f> Champlain. to cnntintip on that Station so Tonir n-^ the Com- 
mander-irj-Chiel" of Ili* Maje<»ty'8 Forces shall judjfe expedirat n!i i then to be 
Reduoed. And your Meniorialiiit's intimate Knowledge of that ir^ontier enables 
lite to MMHO jMrEMlkMj Hut antli m BrtoUiAiMik ia tint CMntry (te 
linoto io It It from tiia Saot rad iUd of GoTenunoat) will Immnim oboolvtdy 
BMtlMfjIbf tha purpose of reducing to Obedience, and bringing to Justice a 
danjreroiii* rjunfj «>F T,«w1»>*h BfUir^itti, who. without tho loast j^r^ ti xt of Title, have. 
\>j Vioierice, |)ohj*('h-< <i t}i< ii:r*i ] s of u large Tract of Interior Ten it.ti v. bct-^rp^n 
Gouneetieut iiiver on ihe Knst, aiid the Waters of Hudson's River and Lake 
CaMinpbni OB fho Wm^ in opoa dsAoaoo of GoT«oMatk boUiBf tbonadTM 
omontaWt to no Lnr, but oonflding Id thdr own atNogth, boTo for mony Yeait 
committed the rooet unheard of Cruelties, and spread Terror and Deatwwtiofc 
around them, without F<»flr of Puriinliment or possibility nf Contn^l, wfTI as to 
form a proper Defence (m coDjunction with th«? well-di»|iiom«d iidtabitants) a^inst 
such discomfited Rebels as fleeing from the Main Body of His Majesty's Forces, 
will hare no other Befoge to seek than this Interior defsneelsts ODOntry, and wbiv 
forming themselTM into Amod Bands^ will Aasodato witb tbo IToedy and Dfaao- 
lute, and without Remorse, destroy all distinction of Propaitj foonded on Law, or 
Subject it to their depredation The !?p«it'<rfltion nnd PrT>t#v»tion frf Courts of Jus- 
tie^ and of the Ciril Mi^etrate in the due Kxecution of ins t )tiIoe, on which i« 
ds|NMMlaiii tba whole Security and Happiness uf the Subject, forms the great uiu- 
■ata and of tbapropoaad anmgiiiiaDt 

"Your MemoriaUak tbaiaiM Bombly Piayi ya«v SnaDaiMy wSD 
take tlte Premises into Conuderatiaii, and if tbe Measnre pro- 
posed is favored with your Approbation that you will be pleased 
to lay the same before His Miyesty's Ministers of State with your 
SwJltncy's opinion thereon. . 

**ABdTovM«aiialkt«ffl Pnf, 

« Boston, 10th Januaiy, IWS," 
Frothingham'^ Siege of Boston, pp. 246, 247. 94i, tH, UBB. entitled 

"Revolution Mo«ftn(fe<i" etc.. which include a minnlinr wf papsn niatilllbl Hiwb. 
in offioe Sec State Maaa, 1775-1183, pp. 297-«l». 
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able seaBon sbonld arrive." Under these circnm8taiicea> Mr. 
Brushy lunzioiis to be directed as to the disposal of the property 
in his possession, made ^plication to General Howe, to Bnga- 
dier^Oeneral James Robertson, to the QoarteivMaBter.Qeaeralf 
and to the A^jataat^General for advice. Boberteon alone 
deigned to attend to the enbjeet At his request, Mr. Bnuh 
engaged Oharlee Blasqnet, Bichard Hilly John Hill, and David 
OironiDgham, ^ under hi|^ wagee," to devote ^ their whole time 
and attention" to the boainees of packing and easing the goods 
he had collected, and of conyeying them on board the brigan- 
tine Elizabeth, then lying in the harbor at Clark's wharf. Ihis 
▼easel belonged to Richard Hart of Fortsmonth, New Hamp- 
shire, and had been purchased as a tranBport* Intheoonfiisioii 
incident to the eitoation of the town, carts and boats ooold be 
procured only with the greatest difficulty. Mr. Brash and his 
aids were, on this account, compelled to ship their goods by 
such conveyances as chance afforded, and as the brigantine was 
at that time in the cliarge of three persons only, two of wliom 
were boys, and all inexperienced, the packages, which were but 
poorly put togetlier, were worse Ijcbtowed. 

At this juncture, Cyrus Baldwin, a I^)ston merchant who had 
left town throucrh fear of the British, and liad retired to Wobum, 
wrote to William Jack^un and hib brother wh * Rtill remained in 
R>fet*)n, be|z;ging tiiem to receive from him a power of attorney, 
and tiike the chariz-eof his effects. With this request they com- 
plicfl and K(X)n after received from iiim through his clerk, Mr. 
bhaw, the keys of his store. At the same time, Shaw removed 
to the store of the Jacksons a portion of his employer's goods for 
safer keeping. As it became more and more apparent that the 
Briti.sh would be compelled to evacuate Boston earlier than they 
had intended) their conduct became more and more insolent. 
£arly in the montli of March, a number of Tories who had taken 
possession of the house of one Mr. Marsh, which adjoined Bald- 
win's, came out by the scttttle and broke open Baldwin's house 
through the root This act was performed in the dead of night 
On the following morning William Jackson, having received 
inibrmation of what had happened, went to Baldwin's honse, and 
npon examination discovex^ that^ althongh some damage had 
been done, yet that several packages of goods which had been 
stored there, were untouched. He tfa^ remonstrated with 

* Thia vMsel was pnrehMed by Willuun Jaokson at tlie Brazen Heftd" EdWf 
BofUmOAMtt*^ Jfonday.AprUS^ms. OeiiiMeti«at Covut^ April IS, im 
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those who had beeQ guilty of this ))urglary, on the " iniquity of 
guch doings," but without much effect. On the ^th (»f March, 
wltich was Saturday, m he was approaching his storehouse, he 
found Mr. Brush and a number of his attendants in i^ro&t ot' 
Baldwin's place of bnsinc^^s, the next to his own. Broah 
diately demanded of him the keys of Baldwin's storehoiue; de- 
darod that lie bad Hiitlii>rity to seize bis and other people's 
goods; pronoaneed Baldwin a rebiel; and TOwed to bnak the 
doois throng In case peaeeable entraaee was not giren. Being 
tmable witboat aid to make a saceeesfdl resutanoe, Jadona 
repaired in baste to General Howe. Meeting one of bis aida^ 
camp, be informed him of bis sitnation, and in view of the 
power of attorney wbicb be held from Bsldwin, asked to be de^ 
fended in bis rights. An orderly sergeant was tberet^oa 
dented to return with bim, with a yerbal order that Mr. Brvih 
shonld not molest Baldwin's goods. Hie sergeimt delivered' a 
wrong message, and commanded Brush m>t to disturb the pro- 
perty of Jackfion. JacLs(Hi corrected the mistake, but Brush 
refused to receive tlic correction unless it wag made in writing 
aud by the propei- autliority. On going the second tini© to lioad- 
quarters, Jackson w as unable to see either of the aids-de-camp. 
On his return Mr. lirush and bia men broke o[>eii Baldwin's 
storehouse, and having obtai'icd conveyances, removed the 
greater part of its contents to tlic brigantine Elizabeth. 

Not satbfied with the power with which he had been vested, 
Mr. Brush obtained from General Howe, on tlie lOth of March, 
private instracdons to seize those ^'goodfi|" which, if retained 
by the rebels^ woidd enable them to cany on the war, and 

put them on board the Minerva ship, or the brigantine Eliza- 
beth." In accordance with those private instructioDB, General 
Howe, on the same day, which was Snnday, issued a procla- 
mation which, baying been printed in lihe ^rm of a lumdbiil, 
was posted in the most conspicnoos places in Boston, ordering 
the removal of *^ linen and woollen goods" from the place, and 
dedaring that any person who should secrete or retain articles 
of this description would be treated as ^ a fiiYOnrer of rebels.'^ 

* The private instmetions, which, with the exception of G«i«m1 HowA tl^ 
nmtiUA V* in Mr. Broth's haad-writijig, were m ibUows:— 

«'8ir,— I am iaibtmed there are knge Qii»titi«t of Goods ia the Town of Boiloii, 

xrhich, if in poeeetnon of the Rebellit would enable them to Ovfy on War. And 

W)i''rcH«5, I havp piT(»n Notice to all Loyal luhahitants to r<»fnov*' nnch Goods from 
heuoe» and that all who do not remoTO them, or delirer them to yoar Care, wiU 
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Ho Boooer was this prodamatioii Imedi than Mr. Bnuh began 
hia work of pltmder* Begafdlesa of the aaered eharaeter of the 
day, he broke into the shops of Samuel Anatin, John Bcollay, 
John Bowe, John Barrett and Sons, Captain Daahwood, and 
(kptain Partridge, whenoe he removed goods to the Talne of 
Beveral tlionaands of potuids sterling. From the shop of the 
JackBone he also took about twenty-five packages of goods, but 
these were tix^ at od with more care, for ihey were guarded by 
James Jacksou lar as tlio wliarl" wlieiu-t' they were 8hipj)ed.* 
Nor did he confine himself to linens and woollens, the articles 
which had been declared contraband. His was an indiacri- 

bt wwidired m abettora of BolMlfaL Ton an hiMiby Aiititoriaed and Bequirad 

to t«ke mto your PoweMum all meb Ooodi m axwwer this description, and to 
ghre Certificates to the Owners that you have received them for their use, and will 

deliver them to the Owners' Order, nnavoidnhle AcHdents excepted And yon nre 
to mi^e enquiry, il any SQoh Goods be eecreted or left iu Btores, and you ur*i to 
Seize all suob and put them on Board the Minerva, Ship, or Brigantiue Elizabeth. 
" Qifm imdar my band at Head Qnartarib 
"Boaton, thli tenth Day of Mardh» ms. 

••W. Howe, 

^<*Xo CftXAV Brusb, KM^uire." 

The following ia a aopy of the proclamation of Gkneral Howa^ wUoi^ is tht 
ftfm <rf a haiidfaill, waa poited in the town of Beaten 

' "ByHiaKicanaiMy 

"Major General, <tc Ac. <tc. 

" As IJnnen and Woolen Gooda are Articlt« much wanted by the Rebels, and 
would aid and assist them in their Rebellion, the Commaader-in>Chief expects 
Oa* all good Snljaeti will use thdr ntmoat Kadaavon to b«?a all anoh Artlalaa 
aonvay'd frooi this flaaa: Any iriio hara not Opportnahy to aooTay tMr 
Oi>'"h under their own Care, may doilTar them on Board tlie Minerva at HqIh 
bail's Wharf, to Crean Brush, Esq. ; mark'd with their Xames, who will give a 
Certificate of the Delivery, and will oblige himMlf to return them to the Owners, 
ail unavddable Aeeidents excepted. 

«If after tUaKoliea any Paiaon aaatatea or Kaapain hia PoMMrian aneh AiH> 
«la% ha wOIIm traatad aa a FaYOorer of Babak 

"Beaton, Maiah lOCh, mft." 

MSS. in office See. SUte Mass. Frothingbam'e Siege of Boaton, pp^ 800, 807. 

* Saoiaidaftof thanMOBerinvhiehthapIiuideiiagofthatown ofBeatMi vaa 
oondneted, may be gained by a perusal of the annexed inventory, drawn hy 
James Jacksun, " of sundry packi^ea taken by Oraan Bmah out of Mr. pyraa 
Bald^-tn's etore, March 10, 1776." 

«'7 Trunks, 9 Boxes, d Casks, 1 Counter, 11 Bales, 1 Bag Pepper, 1 Bag All- 
^ice, 1 Cask Indigo, 8 QoireB imaU and 1 Qoire large Press papers, Sundry Loeee 
Onai, 1 Biaak Walnot Ded^ 1 WiUbg DadE, 1 FMar I)Ui» 1 Snan o^ 
flhambar, 4 Chaifa» 1 Pewtar XMeh.* 
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minate robbery, and everything portable on which he could 
lay his hands, il' of value, was tumbled with the utmost confa- 
sion into tlic liold of the brig^mtiue Klizabeth. Ou tiie uext 
day he renewed his depredations with vigor. " Shops were 
stripped by him of all tlieir g(.K)ds, though the owners were in 
town." Dwelling houses were plundered of their contents, and 
what could not be carried oft' was destroyed. Mr. Bnish after- 
wards bore witness to his activity in these words ; — " I solemnly 
aver, that from the 5th to the 13tli of March, my own assiduity 
was so great that I did not in any one night allow myself more 
than two hours sleep." For four days, commencing on the 
day on which tlie last proclamation was dated, the destruction 
of private property in Boston was immense. Those engage<l in 
tliese scenes cared but little for tlie order which declared tliat 
the soldiers who should be " caught plundering " should be 

hanged on the spot," and were not hindered in their lawlesB 
work by the rain which foil during the greater part of the time.* 

On the 12th of March, John Ilill, one of Mr. Brush's assist- 
ants, wrote to Brigadier-General Robertson for assistance, lie 
stated that his employer and others had laded the Elizabeth 
with " a valuable cargo of rebels' goods ;" that one Captain 
Wheaton had assumed the command, but was incapable of fuldl- 
ling his trust ; that he had crowded her with twenty passengers, 
" besides seven negroes," among whom tliere was not one per- 
son who could superintend her navigation; that tliere were 
neither provisions nor water on board ; that the passengers 
were in confusion, and the cargo in chaos. He further de- 
clared that should the vessel put to sea in her present state, she 
would undoubtedly be lost, and begged in behalf of Mr. Brush, 
that she might be provided with a fit master, and four compe- 
tent seamen, and that all "superfluous i>ersons" might be re- 
moved from her. On the same day, William and James Jack- 
son proceeded to Brigadier-General Robertson's quarters, for 
tlie purpose of obtaining from Mr. Bnish through him, a receipt 
for the goods of Baldwin. Samuel Austin and John Scollay, 
two -of the selectmen of Boston, and Captains Partridge and 
Dashwood were already there, endeavoring to obtain informa- 
tion concerning their property. Mr. Brush produced manifests 
of the goods of these gentlemen, and even furnished them with 
receipts, but of the eftects of Baldwin he could give no account 

* Oordon's Hist of the War, il 42-44. Frothiogham's Siege of Boston, pfk. 
S07. 808. 
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Some ocmTenatioii Uien ensued relaAtTe to Mr. Brueh's eonduet, 
when Bobertaon, in order probably to pat an end to the com* 
plainte which had arisen on acooont of die reddeeenesa- with 
which Mr. Brush had oondncted Ihe seizure of the ^rebeW 
goods, gave orders that the Elizabeth should fall down the har- 
bor. It had been expected that Boston wonld be evacnated on 
the ISth, bnt owing to an easterly breeze which rendered exit 
ftcm the harbor unsafe, the departure of the troops wiia de- 
layed. The next day was spent by the soldiers in " defacing 
ftimiture, dania«i^ing goods, and ))rotiking open stores." On 
Sunday, March the 17th, the eiiibaikation coniinenced at an 
early hour, and before night tlie fleet was harbored in Kantas- 
ket Koad. Mr. Brush left in the Elizabeth, and was accompa- 
nied by William Jackson, who had determined to remain with 
his property, to protect it, if he should be able. 

Tlie situation of the Eli/^abeth was nnpromising in the ex- 
treme. Tlie packages which had been thrown in indiscrimi- 
nately were broken open, and the goods were lying loose in the 
hold from one end of the vessel to the other. Wheaton, the 
temporary captain, and Mr. Brush were continually differing^ 
each pretending to the command, and no care bad been taken 
to lay in a store of provisions. As soon as General Howe 
arrived at Kantasket, Jackson, who was still there, wrote to 
him, informing him of the service he, as **a sabject," had done 
in the detection and discoTcry of persons eoneemed in fraudu- 
lently taking away the proper^ of divers merchants,*' and 
asked to be appointed to take the charge of the cargo on board 
the Elizabedi, then ^ under the care of Mr. Brush.'' By the 
advice of Major Sheriff Jackson repaired to the ship of A^ni- 
xal Shnldham in King Boad, on hoird of which General Howe 
had his head-qnartera. He was there met hj Captain Balfonr, 
Howe's aid*de-camp, who begged him to retnm to the brigan* 
tine, and promised that he wonld soon follow. Kot long after, 
Brigadier^eneral Bobertson and Major Grant, Ihe commandant 
of the 56th refcriment, visited the Elizabeth, with a party of men, 
in place of Baltbiir. To them Jackson made known the situation 
of affairs, and informed them that the goods of bcveral persoim 
which iiad been taken, were not to be found on the brigaiitine. 
By their aid a search was instituted, and the lost p: oiicrty, among 
which was that of Mr. Baldwin, wat^ discovered " on board a 
ship called the reg^ry." Jackson thercnpon agreed to attend 
to the preservation of the caigo of the Elizabeth, and a couple 
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of 1110a were mt to asBiat him in ite Stowage. laarge qnantitleB 
of goods wm afterwards removed from the Peggy to tlie £Uaa> 
be^ bat the property which was hidden nnder ^e wheat and 
floor, which formed « part of the cargo of Ihe former vessel, 
was not then discovered. 

On Thnraday, the 21st €i March, Admiral Shnldham of the 
British fleet, ordered Peter^ Bameay, a midBhipman on the 
Gbatham, to take the captaincy of die Elizabeth. With him 
were sent sailors, together with a sergeant and twelve ])rivat€S 
of the 4th, or King's Own iiegiment, tluit the vessel might 
be both navicated and defended. Fur a lt;w days following, 
the crew were bu&ily engaged in taking in provisions, and 
ill Tnaking the neceseary preparations for tliu voyage. Ar- 
rangements having been completed, and a nunil)or of women 
and children having been taken on board as ])a6t5engers, the 
Elizabeth get sail for liaiii'ax, Xova Scotia, between the hours 
of three and four, on the afternoon of Jb'riday, the 29th of 
March, nnder convoy of the British ship-of-war the Niger. On 
Taesdaj, the 2d of April, Commodore John Manly in the Han- 
cock, coming np with the brigantine, which had m the mean 
tune parted from her convoy, fired a broadside at her. This 
was returned by a volley small arms from the sergeant's 
parly on board the Elizabeth. At this juncture Capt Daniel 
Waters in the Lee, and CaspL John Ayres in the Lynch, joined 
the* CommodorOi Esci^ was now impossible. Between the * 
hours of four and five m the afternoon tiie Elicabeth strack her 
colors. Oaptain Bamsay and all on board were made prison- 
ers, and the brigantine was floated into Fiscataqna river in 
New Hampshire. 

The most important prisoners were on Thnraday, the 11th of 
April, brought before the Gonncil of Maasachnsetts, then in ses- 
sion at Watertown, and examined. Mr. Brush did not denv the 
charges whicli were adduced against lum, and even acknow- 
ledged that lie took some articles wliieli were not woollens or 
linens but " this," said he, " a\ owing to the owners tliera- 
selves, whu would not inform uie which packages contained 
tliem." The st^itements made by Ca])taiii Kamsay were strictly 
trne. William Jackson declared that he had taken passage in 
the Elizabeth in order to protect bin own and Mr. Baldwin's 
property, and tbat he had never been acquainted with Mr. 
Brush till lie met bim at General Howe's quaiters. Anotlier 
prisoner, one Edward Keighley, stated that he was a passenger 
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in the Elizabeth when she was taken, and that he had on board 

of her a quantity of goods, which it was his design to carry to 
Halifax and " make the best of/' lie also asserted that tLerc 
were live persons on tlie Elizabeth who had been impriboued 
on account of the share they had taken in plundering the town 
of Boston, and in secreting the booty in the hold of the Peggy. 

On the day following this examination, the " major part of 
the Council" directed tlso keeper of the jail at Boston to take 
into his enstody, Creau jJrubh, AVillinTii Jackson, Peter Kamsay, 
Edward Xeighley, and Hichard Newton, "lately taken in their 
flight from Boston, in attcmptin!::: to carry away from thence, 
under the protection of the British fleet, large quaiitities of 
goods, wares, and merchandizes, the rightful property of the 
inhabitants " of the town of Boston. The first three prisonerR 
were ordered to be placed each in an apartment by himself;" 
were denied the nse of pen^ ink, and paper, and candles ; and 
were not permitted to converse with any person nnless in tlie 
presence of the jailer. Mr. Brush was not only subjected to 
dieee restrictions, but was also handcnffed. Among Ihe p^peiB 
of Bmsh was iomd an nnfinished letter, which was pnbtished 
in Edes's Boston Gazette a few days after its author had been 
imprisoned, in order, as was stated by the editor in his prefatory 
remarks, that the good people of these colonies may see the 
nnwearied attempts of onr implacable enemies to enslaTe them.^'* 

• This letter was without date or addrem, and was in these words: — 
"Sk: Tlie mov.'inent of the troops from Boston to Canada is the only meaanre 
which aaaurcB 8ucces« in the reduction of America to due obedi^ ii' e, which, I 
tnut^ sir, you will remember to have been aa obaervation uf mine to you in Feb- 
nuury, 1760. Fnm tlM frootien of tliit Flroiri]io«» troops ems, witli great 
flwiJily, posaesa the interior fertile country* which forms tho groat ol^oet of Rebel 
resources, and, by throwing the disaffected inhabitants in crowds upon an already 
exhausted and almoet barren ReaH»oaj>t, and k^'epini; them confin'^d there, they 
most be rednoed by famine without a blow, provided a proper lieet is stationed 
on tho coast of tho Atlantiok, to harass thou on that quarter, and prevent foreign 
iooooiiiiiL Tho rivon, lakeo» and atroamo) ooaoioofead with, and oontigooiia to, tho 
RiTer St Lnwrenee, must be the channels through whidk tiua desirable object it 
to be accomplished — tho Rirer Keunebect, whose source is near that of the River 
Chnudiere, emptying into th© St Lawrence River, n few m!le« above Qnebeck; 
the bago River, which separates the Proviuce of jSew liamp&bire from the Pro- 
vboo of linbo ; tho Bitot Merrimack, riaiiig about Intttndo 48** ; tho River Cou< 
noetiont, whooe aooroo is in nbont latitado 4S^ noor tho Lako Do Bt n«n$oii^ in 
the River St Lawrence ; Hudson's, SusqnduHuah, Delaware, and Ohio Rivers* 
with the lukes fonnino" th^so rivers and Btrcams issuing into theiru For on tho 
banks of the^e Inke^, rivers, and streains, are the fertile lands; and the whole set- 
tlements in the interior parts are chiefly formed on them. Yon will be pleased, 
dr, to esenao 4l»o liberty I b«T» alroady takon, and indulge no ontQ I lay befim 
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A memorial wag aUo found among his papers, addressed to 
Brigadier-General James Robertson. In this, he gave a partial 
account of hig doings in ]k«ton, and blamed rlm-e of the rebek 
who bad found fault with his nilfianigm. Bel'erriug to the^e 
unreasonable gnunblera^ be said : — Your memorialist bege 
leave to assure your Ilonor, that be is fully able to prove tba^ 
bis conduct towards tlicm was governed witb politeness and 
moderation. True it is, that when attempts were made to en- 
gage his attention in tedious dissertations on Magna Cbarta and 
the rights of British subjects, witb intent to retard bim in tbe 
execution of bis office, be did interrupt sucb barangnes, and 
witb an Irony wbicb inflamed tbeir resentment, complimented 
them on tbeir eloquence, wbicb bad in town meetings been so 
sucoeasful as to throw all America into confusion." But be 
further asserted that remarks like these were always accompa- 
nied, by the declaration, that be was upon business'' which 
be was '^determined to execute without interruption.'' In 
another memorial intended for General Howe, which seemed 
to be a com})anion-piece to the above, he cmploved a similar 
style in his remark?:. In one instance only did lie turn a>i<le 
from the justification uf liis own actg, in order to comiiii ml to 
favor the four men and their families, who "neglected their 
own concerns to serve govenuuent,'' when he procured their 
assistance iu breaking open the shops of Boston. 

joa tiM flMthod I would pnnna in iaJdog poMMnon of may oapital river; wlii^ 
if H ftimuhet a Utit ▼hich may facilitate the operations on an j othMa» I shonll 

esteem roy»elf very happy. The plan I would lay down relates only to the River 
Ckinnectient — nn object of the greatest consequence, &$ it forme the granary of 
Massaohnsetts Bay and Connecticut And I request you may believe, thai what 
I BdvanM it not fonided on mere speculative knowledge, founded on naape, bat 
from tlio Mtoal ezpeiienee of many years travening that river» from iti moufli 
to latitude 45% wliere I had an op]K>rtuntty of thoroughly inspecting it« falls. On 
supposition, therefore, that the hody of Regtilars on this oxpe<15t5oii consitits of one 
tliousand five hundred men, the like number of ('nimdianf, and one hundred Indi- 
ansi, with arms and ammunition, and six small iii^ld-pieces, tbe whole to proceed 
tognther from Quebeok to Lake De St Francois, with abont one hundrod and fif^ 
hoi«e», or more, if powible. and birch canoea anfficient to earry saeb proviaioiia 
and light ba^oge as may be necessary; the distance from the Lake De St Fran- 
cois to the sonrce of Connecticut River maybe ohout six dnys' niareh ; a!td in 
this the whole difficulty conNsto. However, the ("unadiaus, who nr»> cr'^Mi axe- 
men, covered by an advanced party and lutlian guides, might cut out sucti fallen 
timber as may lay aeross tbe path, and Hll vtp toeh goUeys with logs and earth 
aa would othorwise obstruct the march of tlie nrtillery. Immediately on enteiw 
ing the settled t^>wn«]iip« on Connecticut River, a printed paper, to tlic purport 
or effset following, might bo distributed. "-^Edes's Boston Gaiette. April 16, 
1770. 
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One of these four men, Jolm £00, bad been taken wben ihe 
EUnbeth was captured. On bis eKammatioD, as no evidence 

wafi adduced agamst him, he was dismigsed. It was afterwards 
ascertained, in the words of tluj Council ul MubsacliUtoCtts, tlial 
when he was iirot made prisoner, lie had on board the brigan- 
tiue, in his possession, " chests, trunks, and packages of goods 
and merchandize, to the vahie of £300 sterling, eiipposed to 
bave been stolen from the distressed inliabitants of tlie town of 
Tk>ston and that he had been " an assistant to ( k an Inrush 
in liis late unwarrantable and high-handed tliL-i'ts aiul rt>l)l»e- 
ries." For tlieso ret^ons, the Council, on the ii5th of April, 
issued an order for his re-arreat. Having been taken at Mar- 
blehead, he was sent by the committee of correspondence of 
that town to Boston. On the SOth of April, be' was again 
brought before the Council, and, baring been examined bj 
Benjamin Chadboum, Hr. Onabingy and Mr. SnlliTan, be was 
sent to ^ Boston Jail,'' there to be oonfined as a pilMoer until 
be abonld appear before the Beven JnitieeB of the peace of the 
eonnty Snffolk, appointed to tiy aefloeiatorB and abettors 
of the ministerial amy." After remaining in prison for a 
month. Hill, on the 4^ of Jnne, petitioned for bis release^ 
alleging as reasons the dying condition of bis wife, and the 
starving state of bis mother and daughter. His reqneet was 
probably granted, for it is well known that emelty was not a 
characteristic of the conduct of the Americans in the war of 
the revolution. 

]ii a letter to the Council of Massachusetts, dated the 10th 
of Jnne, William Jackson, another of the prisonere, asserted 
that he had not been " in any shape concerned with Brnsh," 
and agreed to pn>ve his words by an appeal to that individual. 
Tn consequence of this letter, Jackson was a^xain brought before 
the C'onneil, on the 13tli, and wa^^ r( -( xiiniincd. At the close 
of the interview, he drew up a <ietailed acconnt of the part 
be had taken in the scenes which had been lately enacted in 
j-Bciston, in which he represented himself as a snccorer of those 
who had suffered by the vindictivenen of Mr. Brush. In 
proof of bis innocence, be presented six certificates from Bos* 
ton gentlemen. Two of these were signed by John ScoUay 
and Samnel Ansdn. On the 13th of July following, he was 
still in jail, snbject to the restrictiona which had been placed 
upon blm three months previons. Wben the sobjeet of the 
captnre of the Elisabeth was discnssed in Oongresa^ a few 
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moothB later, the conduct of 'Wmiam Jaeksoii and of his 

broHier James was spoken of without reprobation, and in sach 
a manner as would lead to the condosion that the former was 

not at that time in confinement. 

The cargo of tlie Elizabeth, though varied in its character, 
was very valuiible. Its worth wa8 stated bj Williaia Jiickson 
at £20,000 sterling, and the Boston newspapers raised these 
figures to £35,U0U titi^iiiiig. ilegardiDg tlie vessel and its lading 
as a la^vt'ul prize, the captors expected their fnl! quota of the 
net proceeds. On the other liand, the nvrTiers nf the brigantine 
and her cargo laid claim to their respective property. Joahua 
Wentworth, of Portsmouth, Kow Hampshire, appeared in 
behalf of the captors, and John Ty^well, of Xewbnri'port, Ma«- 
sacliusetts, for the claimants. The latter gentleman obtained 
^m the office of the secretary of Massachusetts, the papers 
which had been taken from Brush, in order that be might 
prove by them the ownership of the vessel and cargo. Samuel 
Austin, John Howe, Capt S. Fartridge, Oapt Sfunnel Dasb> 
wood, and John Scollay, the merchants whose stores had been 
most thoroughly plundered, presented a petition to OoDgress on 
the 21st of May, desiring that partieolar attmtion mi|^t be 
giyen to their situation. Wentworth, meantime, fnUj aware 
of the peculiar difficulties of the case he had nndertaken, wrole 
to Stej^en llbylaa for advioe. On the Slst of Angost, Went- 
worth, in behalf as well of tlie United Statss of America, aa 
of John Manly, Daniel Waters, and John Ayres, oommanden; 
and the officers, marines, and mariners, of the three armed Tea- 
sels, Hancock, Lee, and Lynch," exhibited a libel before Joshua 
Brackett, judge of the court maritime of New Hampshire, 
" against the brigantine Elisabeth, commanded by Peter Ram- 
say ; and her cargo; and Richard Hart, of Poi-tsmon;'!. in 
New Hampshire, owner of the said brigantine ; and AViiiiauj 
Jackson and others, of Boston, in the state t>l* Massachnsetts- 
Bay, owners of sundry goods and merchandize on board 
of her." The merits of the case having been set forth by 
counsel, the judge decided that the briguTitine and so much 
of her cargo as was claimed, sh uild be restored to the rr^^pec- 
tive claimants, and that the cbumanta should recover their legal 
costs of court. 

From tills sentence, "Wentworth appealed to CJongress. His 
appeal was read on the 12th of September, and on the 30th of 
the same month, the Boston sufferers petitioned Congress to 
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bear and detenoine the appeal Hhe subject was oommitted to 
the consideration of Robert Treat Paine, Samuel Huntington, 
Thomas Stone, George Wythe, and Richard Smith, with full 
powers to hear and determine. On the l-tth of October, they 
gave in their report to Congress, which waa agreed to. By it, 
they declared that the Elizabeth, " not being an armed or a 
transport vessel employed in tJie |;reseiit war against the United 
StatcB, nor carrying provibiuiis, or other iiecessaries, to the 
Britibh army or navy, within any of the United colonies," could 
not be forl'eitod. But they further decided, that the o^vners of 
the brigaiitine and cargo— who, probably, "would have lost 
their whole property," had not Manly and lii? colleagues inter- 
fered — ought to make a reasonable satisfaction to the re-captors. 
On these grounds, the sentence of the court was found errone- 
ous, and waa ordered to be "reversed and annulled." In place 
of it, the court maritime was directed to restore the Elizabeth 
and such parts of her oai^ aa had been previously claimed, to 
the reepeetiTe daimants, upon their paying to the United 
Statea and the le-capton, one twelftb part of the value claimed. 
Aa to the rest of ^ caigo, it was decided that it shoold be 
aoldy and that the prooeeds, " after deducting the like proper^ 
tioa and for the aasie naes^" sbonld be retained fyr the peraooa 
who shoQld hereafter proye their dlgbt to the same. liberty 
waa alao gi^en to the appellants, to recover agttnat the claim- 
ants, their coeta aa well in the eoort maritime as in the proseea- 
tion of their i^peal at Philadelphia ; and in thia shape the 
cause waa sent back, that the acn t ence of Congress might be 
carried into eaMcatkm. By a resdation wMA followed the 
adoption of this report, Congress, as an act of charity, released 
that part of the twelfth, which, in lieu of salvage, had been 
adjudged to tlie United States, and restored it to the owners of 
the goods with which the Elizabeth had been freighted.* 

Meantime Brush remained a close prisoner in the jail at 
Boston. His habits, it is stated, were not at this period of the 
most temperate nature, and there is a tradition that he would 
often beguile his leisure hours by an undue indulgence in 
strong liquors. In the montli of January, 1777, his wife ar- 
rived at Boston, and there remained during the rest of that 

* MSb B«v«lntioii CmeSk Papers, in cOm Bmu Blito Mtm., 111$, 1976» L Zlt, 
m ; ma, & 0S» 04^ 9a-e& AiiMriM» AMbhra^ FowOi Mm, t. 00k 

177, 934, 1068, 1294, 1299, 1701 ; ToL vi. c 1 rsi C n - nt Gouialk Apfffl 
29th, 1776. JoomAk Am. Qongimt, L 84S 471, 602, 507, 616-^17. 
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year. By a paragraph in the New York Gazette of Augnst 
25th, 1777, chronicling the arrival in that city of Michael 
Nailer, previously a prisoner at Boston, it appears that Brush 
had been lately tried on three indictments found against him 
by the grand jury of Massachusetts, on account of his partici- 
pation in the plundering of Boston, and had been " honorablj 
ac<]uitted." AVhether this statement was true or false, one 
thing is certain, that his acquittal did not procure his release. 
This was effected in a manner far different On Wednesday, 
tlie 5th of November following, Mrs. Brush, as was her custom, 
visited her husband in his cell, and remained with hira several 
hours. Tlie time for locking up the prisoners for the night 
having come, she was requested to terminate her visit A« 
the turnkey stood at the door, waiting for her appearance, a 
tall figure in woman's gar!) passed out of the cell, walked with 
deliberation to the outer door, and disappeared in the dark- 
ness. Tlie turnkey threw the bolt forward to its place, little 
imagining, as was the case, that Mr. Brush had escaj>ed in his 
wife's clothing, and reported all the prisoners secure for the 
night. On the next morning, when he shoved up the slide 
which closed the loophole through which food was passed, no 
response was given to his summons, and no hand appeared to 
take the proffered breakfast Ilaving called several times, 
Mrs. Brush, who M as the sole occupant of the cell, at length 
replied, " I am not Mr. Brush's keeper," but refused to give 
any information concerning her husband. 

Immediately on escaping, Mr. Brush set out for New YoA, 
having been furnished by his wife with the means of accom- 
plishing the jouniey, and with a horse, which he found tied at a 
place she had designated. On Sunday, the 16th of November, 
he reached the place of his destination, and the arrival of the 
man who for " upwards of nineteen months" had been " a pri- 
soner in Boston Gaol," was duly noticed in the next day's ga- 
zette.* Mr. Brush now directed his efforts to the recovery of 
his property, and especially of his lands on the New Hamp- 
shire Grants. Owing to his previous acts and character, and 
to the hatred towards Tories, which the condition of New York 
at that time did not tend to lessen, he made but little progress 
in his endeavors, and became dispirited. Nor did he succeed 
any better in an attempt which he made to obtain from the 

• New York Gazette, Monday, November 17th, 1777. 
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oommander of the Britiih ibroes in tliat dtj ledreas for tifae 
injiirieB he* bad receiTed, and oompeDsatioii fixr the loflsee he 
had siutaiBed on beha]f of the King. Goaded by the scoipion 
wb^ of remone; too proud to strive to redeem Ihe errors of 
his past life by liying honontblj in the future ; unable to eu- 
dure, longer, 

— ** tiM wUpi and Mom of tim«, 
Hie iuoleiiM ctcOMf 

making but little account of the dread respongibility inclined 
hj him who cares not that the Everlasting has fixed 

« Hk nnott 'gaiatt Mlf«lMfl^tar 

he chose to exchange the miseries of the present for the imeer- 
taintics of eternity, and to rush uncalled into the presence of 
his Maker. On a cold morning in the following spring, he 
stood alone in his chamber, the shadow of black years behind 
him, and the gloomier darkness of an impenetrable fvLttm bo- 
fore. There was little in the room to cheer a soul like his. 
13ie fire had died on the hearth, and the white ashes and the 
half-consumed brand were fit emblems of the seared heart 
which was sepulchred in his bosom. The fixist had gathered 
on the soiled and weather-etahied windows, and the light which 
straggled through them seemed to have lost its strmgtfa in the 
effort and left nothing but its dimness a» the evidence of its 
presenoe. The answer which but a few hours before the Bri- 
tish commander had made him, when he spoke of his suffer- 
ings — the answer, "Your conduct merited tliem, and more," 
was stiU sounding in his ears. A report, as of fire-arms, drew 
tiie attention of curious peoj)le to the building whence thu 
noise proceeded. Mr. Brush was found upon the floor — wel- 
tering in blood — a pistol in his hand — a bullet-hole in his head — 
his brains beBmeunug the walls of the apartment— dead.* 

* A traditional aoeount of this oconrrence ia, that bo cut his throat with a 
nmitt«]itwy«^afllMTrliid>b«WMMeqifeaiiiedtof^^ wUl^ Hm lawyw 
luid gon« <rat to gei lome fael for the purpoM of makiiig ft In * B<Nrtaa 
paper of that time » NOorM &kUowtng pinanph, whnb mpporU ISmMi^ 

ment of the text : — 

" From New York, wo learn that the notorioas CREAN BRUSH (who woe 
M>me Time since released from Confinement in this Town) after hie Arrival in that 

40 



Digrtized by Google 



Q9o BISTOBT 09 SAISSRH TBBHOBT. 

A few months previous to this oecQmiicey his wife had a^k^ <] 
leave of the Omneil ef Mm—cihmatfti to 90 to Ehode Island. 
On the 7tii of Januiy, 1778, bar loqaael was granted. liberty 
waa giYen het to pvoeeed to Pro^idancey and tiieiiMy pttmded 
Kajo^QeneI«l Spenoer should Indalge har with a to 
Newport At the same time the commiaaaiy of iwiameia vaa 
directed to see that she earned with lier no fBigm or lettara 
detrimental to the United States. 

B7 the will of Mr. Bmsh, urbleh waa datod ^ixk Boetoe 
Qaol," the Eighteenth Bay of October in tiie year of our 
I^ord, 1777, and in the eighteentii year of his Majesty's Reigii," 
his whole property, after the payment of his debts, was given 
to his wife during her widowhood. In case of her re-marriage, 
she wu^ tn receive oiie-tLird ui the estate, and tliu remaining 
two-thirds were to he divided equiillj between liis daughter, 
Elizabeth ^Mmilia, and his step-daughter, Frauceb. On the 
death of Mrb. iirush, her share was to descend to the first 
named daughter. Provioiuu was made for other contingencies, 
and in the event of the death of his wife and (l;iu:;]iter&, his 
whole estate was to be divided between his " si-ter iiebecca, 
the wife of the Kevereud Doctor Clarke of the comity of Down 
in the Kinf^om of Ireland,'' and his cousing John Brush, mei*» 
chant and planter, of the island of Tobago, and liichard Brash, 
merchant, of the island of Madeira. Of this will, his w^ife -wae 
nominated executrix, and hia Menda GMdsbrow Banyar, John 
Clim-ch, and Simeon Olcett, executors. It was proved before 
Gary Ludlow, the surrogate of the oity and oooaty of New 
York, on the 14th of April, 177S, and at (he flune timey Mr&. 
Bmah qualified aa executrix. Mr. Brush owned, it is suppoaad, 
about 25,000 acree of land in the piovinoe of New Yc^k pro- 
per, and A IMe lew than that amount on the New Haayahiig 
GrantBy bat hb heirs were able to obtain poflBoeaion onty <^ a 
very amall p<^on of thia part of his eetate.* 

ii aoeoidaDoe with the adviee of Ira ABen^ the OooncQ of 
8afet)r of YennoDt appointed oommlfwooeie aeqnastratiiiii 

JjojAL City, applied to the CSommAnder there, for % Coaalderfttioa of the Inaulta 
mad, M h« told the tSlofj, th« many Loims A«, he snel whAe w h t m he m- 

oeived fur Answer ' Tour Conduct merited them, And more^' vlioh ao eanftdi 
him that he retired to his Chamber, where, with a Piatol, he besmeared the Room 
with hi? Bmins."— The Independent Ghroniele ud UniTeml A A f wU i m, Hon* 

day. May 21, 1778. 
• Will of Crean Brush. 
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ca the 96tfa of Jolj, 1777, and gave than power ^ to aelie all 

Inda, tenements, goods and chattels of any person or pemooa" 
in the etste who bad repaired to the auDoy," and to applj 
the reveose anaing from the aake of the pefsonal and the leaatng 
of the leel pveperty, to the imwitenenee oS the atete. Inter- 
pntiiig tin offder with a meaning of whseh it waa in no waj 
OMoeptihle, pmvate individaala seized npon the doomed pro- 
perty, and appropriated it to their own use. Aa an inatanee 
ef thia eaqr metluMl of tnnafer, it will be anffioiant to refer to 
tiie eondnet of Leonard Bpealding) of D«miaienton> who, on 
the 4th of Febraary, 1778, by Tirtne of die order of confieoa- 
tton, took poeeesaion of ^Timothy Lovell's wood-fonn'^ in 
Kockingbam, the " Governor's meadow " at Westminster, and 
two lots and a barn in tlie latter place, tin; property of Crean 
lirusli. On the 3Uth of March, 177S, iiu aUo seized npon the 
" Dawes place'' in i^utney, which had formerly belonged to 
Mr. Bnish.* 

Owing to die corifnsii n incident to the war, and to the forma- 
tion of Vermont as a aupiuntr u(»veniment, nmch of the reve- 
nue arising from the estates of lories found other channtl- tlmn 
tlioso whicli led to the treasury of the Htuto. But witli the }»ar- 
tii\] roj^toralion of order, the abuses wliich had obtained in this 
particuhir were not unheeded. By an order of tlie Coinieil, 
dated June 17th, 17TS, the estate of Crean Brush was taken 
firom the hands of the commissioners of sequeatration, and was 
given in charge to Kathanlol Eobinson and others, with autbo> 
lity to leeae it, and pay the pioeeeda to the Rtato. By anoth^ 
order, emanatiDg from the same authority, dated June 18th, 
177S, Paul 6pooDGr wae appointed a oonuniBsioner to recelvie 
from John Church, Esqr., of Cbarleatown and the widow Mary 
Bellowa of Walpole," divers books and other effects, fomiexly 
ihe property of Orean Brush and others, now with the enemiee 
of the tlnited Statea of Amerieay" and to *^ make dae retnroa 
of hia doings" at the neat seaaion of the GeoeraL Aaiembly, to 
be holden at Windaor on the aeoood Ihnnday of the foUowing 
Oetober. For the parpoee of proteeting the atate from the 
inflnence of its foes, an act waa passed by Qeneial Aaseair 
Uy in febmary, 177$^, forbiddiiig the retnra of all inimical 
penone, under the peiudty of being whipped on the naked 
back, not more than forty nor less than twenty Btripea*** Any 

• y t. Ooim«a BMordik 
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one wlio ihoold continne in tihe state a month, or who sbould 
again return after a first convietioii, me to to^r death, and 
the crime ot harborittg an enemy wee made pmdafaable by a 
fine of MSOO» In a Hat aeoompanying Ihia aot| eontainiiig tiie 
names of one hundred and twenty-eight penons, to whom ila 
proTirioDt were e^ecially applicable, the name of Chean BnlBl^ 
of Wesbninatar) alllioia^ he had been dead aheady a yeai^ 
was indnded.* 

It 18 impOBBible, at this distance of time, to asoertain the 

names of those who became the owners, by purchase, seizure, 
or otherwise, of the property of this unfortunate loyalist. Tlie 
following data may not, however, prove unintcrestiug to pcrsonB 
rcfaidiiig in those localities where the old method of designaiiiig 
laudd is understood. Of the real estate of Crean 13ru8h situated 
in Westniiuster, and cinnprising, among other items, five tliou- 
sand or six thoueatnl acres of land, Stephen JL Bradley piir- 
chased of Tlmmas Cliamiler, commissioner, house lot number 
5"^, on the luth of September, 1779. The Ueueral Assembly 
quit-claimed to William Crook, by a j l solution dated October 
22d, 1779, all right and title to a certain mill place,'* com- * 
prising about two acres in lot number 8 of the fifth range. 
William Hyde bought, on the 20th of June, 1780, lot number 
6 in the fifth range of one hundred acre lots. Lot nomber 2 in 
the fourth range, containing one hnndred acres, was purchased 
by Kathan Fisk on the 24th of June, 1780. William Crook 
boDf^t of Thomas Chandler, on the 8d of October, 1780, lots 
nnmbeiB 9 and 10 in the third range of ei^tj acre Jots. The 
librarj and fninitm^ of Mr. Brosh were scattered among the 
honseholds of the neighborhood in which he resided. Books, 
bearing on iheir fly leaTSS his name, in the nmnd, foil auto- 
graph, which he had acquired while senring in the office of the 
deputy secretary of the province of New York, are still to be 
fennd in some of the houses which border the Connecticut, and 
the old clock, whose strokes fell on the ear of the joyial Tory, 
at midnight oftener than at morning, is still preserved, and con- 
tinues to mark with accuracy the fieeting hours, afs it has done 
for the last hundred years.f 

After her second bercavenient, it is not known how long 
Mrs. Brush remained a widow. In 1783 she was the wito oi 

• Temumt Oonmil RMOtdn Yt Lm, F«a»niMy, im* ShdWITt 

State Papers, pp. 866, 866. 
f Yarimit MSL Hcmomiida in oOm 8m. Stole N. Y. 



Digitized by Google 



USA, £KUaH* 



Patrii^ Wall,* and, whk hsr Iraabaiid, redded in New Yoik 
oily. They aftwwarde remored to Westminster, at which 
place she spent the remainder of her life. In the will of Crean 
Bmsh, his step-daughter, Frances, is referred to iis tlie wife of 
Captain llncluuian. On the marriage of her mother with Pa- 
trick Wail, one-third of the estate of her step-father came into 
her possession, by virtne of the will, wliuse main provisions 
have been already cited. When Mrs. Wall came to reside at 
WestmiiiBter, Mi-s. Buchanan, then a widow, accompanied her. 
She was a dashing woman, and early attracted the attention of 
t)ie quiet town's-people, to whom a bearing as imperious as that 
whicli she exhibited was wholly new. During some one of his 
frequent visits to Westminster, Gen. Ethan Allen, at that time a 
widower, fonned an acquaintance with Mrs. Buchanan, which 
iobeeqne&tljripeiied into a wannfbat,for a time,6ingalariy inte^ 

* Though a tailor by occupation, Patrick Wall was a mau of education, kind 
in dupoeition, oonrieoiu ia mannert, and, at John Kelly declared of him, one who 
kiMW •*» good 4m1 of tiM world.** Ho waaaiibiiluiMBl^biftli,bi»«ttliotiiM 
of the revoliitioB» wm practising his craft in Boifcon. His sitiwlioii dgiing A poT 
tion of that perio(^ may be inferred from the annexed petition : — 

** To the Honorable the Council of the State of Maasaobiisetts Bay. 

** The Petition of Patrick Wall of Boston, Taylor, Humbly theweth — 

"lliftt yow FMitioB«r is ia yery great ^tm^ ao lio ottuiot Hud ImhIbow tnf* 
aoloDt to oopport himteir ud flmOy, ond having dnody OThanited liio vhole 
■ntrtanii for his subeistenee hitherto, hath the melancholy prospect of an ap- 
proaphing winter, wherpin ho must inevitdhly suffer the atmost hardships frooi 
his incapacity to procure the common nccessnriefl of life. 

" That your Petitioner iu addition to the calamities which threaten him wiUi 
'MImbm poTOf^ aaad dtitresi, hath many months boon aflliofeod with -violmt poana 
b Ui limba and fiv wont of propor mnit» flndft hiuMlf ttUng into a dropdcal 
,habit of body. 

"That in order to avoid the gloomy prfi«peot with which he \» Piirronn-ied, 
your 1 • litiorii T, !i= the only means which promiet;-^ relief, i» will'm^' and de^sirom 
of taking a posaoge for j^few York, being ndvised tliut the voyage tiutlier would 
tend towaidt hit ibidiiigiiiMHV of getting a passage homo to hb DitiTo oonntiy, 
aod layhif his boneo amongst those of his fiithonk 

** Yonr Ffltitionor therefore humbly prays that your Honours in tender con 
sideration of the prc'Tn!«»^s, may be favourably pleased to pnwe nn order permitting 
your Petitioner to depart with bis fiuuily for New York in the next oartal bound 
to that place. 

« Boston, 89 Sopt^r, 1977." 

ffis reqaost was granted by an order of the Oonnefl, and tho oonunlasary of 

prisoners was directed to examine all the letters, papers, etc., which he and his 
familv mipht desire to take witli them. ?inl>t*oqti*»nt events proved that he did 
not long ent<»rtoin the idea of " laying his bone^ amongst those of his fathers." 
After his marriage with the widow Briuh, his worldly prospects assumeii a more 
oboerf ol aspect. At hor death, ho married Eluahctfa Erwin, of Westmuuter, on 
the 7th of Jaanary, 1612. 
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mitteDt ftien^hip* Pleased wilii the origiotliitj of his views aad 
oonrevBition ; flattered at her own ability to arreet the attentkn 
of a man whom all feared^ Iwt whom few loved; and imagining 
liiat eke ehoold find inm tfmpatiiy m tii* compukmlrip ef 
his Btfoog, aotive iistare> than m the aoeiety ef lihose hj lAam 
she WM snmiiiided) Tin, Buehanaa ftand herasl^ on eons 
oeeattons, iirssistiblj attraeted towairds him. At e^er timesi 
his rongfa nuuinem wonld ivndsr Urn eqnallj repnkive to Imv. 
Awaie of the feelings with whieh she regarded the G«n^ 
ralf and hoping to Indnoe her to sAbct an aUtsaiee sfith a 
man whose bonndless ambition was at all timet apparenti em 
when overshadowed by passions as ri^ent as thej were tinre- 
bnked, John Norton, the taveni keeper at Westminster, and a 
man of considerable note, said to hor one day, in a familiar 
manner, " Fanny, if you marry General Allen, vuu will be the 
qnccn of a new btate !" " Yes," she replied, turning upon him 
a look which accorded well witli her words, "if I should marry 
the devil, I would be the qneen of hell !" 

The character of Mi-s. Bn 1 1 tanan must not, however, be judged 
by an expression extorted in a moment of passion. Byonewlio 
kucw her well, she is said to have been a fascinating woman; 
endowed with an ease of manner, wliich she had acquired from 
intercourse with the polite society of that day, in which she had 
l>een brought np ; possessed of a refined taste and many aeoomf 
plishments ; and, on wk»t occasions, soft and gentle in her wajs 
and speech. The aversion with which she occasionaUy regai^ 
ed General Allen, disappeared, at lengdi, in the stranger admat^ 
ation which she entertained for him, and she consented te 
become his wife. Hie circnmstanoes attendant npon their 
maniagC) which oceorred previous to the year weve novel, 
and fhlly characteristic of the man who cared bnt little either 
for "forms of government^' or for the social eostoms of life. 

Soon after the removal of General Stephen R Bradley to 
Westminster, he erected a convenient dwelling for himself and 
family on tiie flat, north of the spot where the old Court-honse 
formerly stood. During the sessions of the Supreme court, the 
judges usually boarded wuh liim. At this period, Mrs. Wall, 
and lier daughter Mrs. Buchtuuin, occupied roonib in the house, 
and General Allen was a fre(|nent visitor. One morning, while 
General Bradley and the judges w^ere at breakfast, Genend 
Allen, with his sleigh, lioi-ses, aiHl driver, n|>|)t';;i ed af the gate, 
and, 00 coming into the room, was invited to pai'taite. He an- 
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amred^ tiiat had bretikfttfled al N(Krtoa% and would, wlule 
WM engaged, atop into lira. Wall^a apartmenta and aea 
ih^ ladiea. ^tering witiliont cmmoDj, he found Mra. Bncba^ 
nan in * moming-gown, atanding on a chair, and amnging som^ 
tftidae on the upper dielvee ftf a china doiet Aitcr recognis- 
ing her infernal visitor, Mm. Buchanan raised up a cracked 
decanter, ai^ calKng General Allen's attention to it, accompa'- 
nied tlie exhibition with a playful remark. Tlie General laughed 
at the sally, and after some little chat, said to her, " If we are 
to be married, now is the time, for I am on my way to Arling- 
ton." " Very well," bIic replied, descending from the chair, 
"but gi\'e me time to put on my Joseph." 

Mennwliile, the judp^ep and their host, having finished their 
breiikfust, wlm c sun iking their long pipes. While thus engaged 
the couple came in, and General Allen, walking up to his old 
friend Chief Jnstice Moses Ilobin8<:)n, addressed him as follows :— 
" Judge "Robinson, this young woman and myself have concluded 
to marr}^ each other, and to have you perform the ceremony." 
" When ?" said the Jndge, somewliat surprised. " Now I" re- 
plied Allen. " For mysdf," he continued, " I have no great 
opinion of such formality, and from what I can discover, she 
thinks as little of it as I da But aa a decent ropeot for the 
opinicna of mankind seems to require it, jon wUl proceed." 
'^Gtoeral,*' said the Judge, ^'this is an important matter, and 
have you given it a serious oooeideration " Oertainly," re* 
plied Alien, ^^bnt," ^ancing at Mrs. Buchanan, ^ I do not 
think it raqnirea mndi conaideralioii." Hie ceremonjr then pro- 
ceeded, nntil the Jndge inqnired of E^han wkeHier he promised 
to lire with Frances ^ agreeable to the law of Cbd." 8top ! 
stop !" cried Allen at thk point Ihen pausing, and loc^g 
ont of the window, the paatheiflt eatclaimed, ^Tik^ law of God 
as written in die great book of KatnreY Teal Go on I" Th» 
Judge continaed, and when hehadflniAed,tiie tmnkaadgnitar- 
case of Mrs. Allen were placed in the sleigh, the parties took 
their leave and were at once driven off to the General's home. 
Thus did the step-daughter of Crean Brush become the wife of 
the mail lor whose apprehension Governor Tryon, at the insti- 
gation of Brush, had on the 9th of March, 1774, offered a reward 
of £100. The children by this marriage were Frances, Hanni- 
bal, and Ethan. General Allen died on the tSth of February 
1T89, and his widow snlxsequently became the wite of Dr. 
Jabtf Pqmiman of Burlington. 
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Elizabeth Martha, the only chJM of Crean EroBh, was ^>OQft 
nineteen yeais oLd at the time of her fiither's death. At the a^ 
of twenty-two, Bhe matried Thomas K<»nnan of Drogheda, Ire- 
land, by whom Bhe had fonr children, Heoiy 1L« Eiiaa, John 
£., and Forbes. By the will of her fiither she was heir to one- 
third part of his estate. Having purchased of Mrs. Penniman and 
of Mrs. Wall their respectiTe thirds, and taken from them qait- 
daim deeds dnly executed and acknowledged, she became enti- 
tled to the whole property. In the year 1795 her hnsband, who 
resided with her in Irdand, oonstitnted her his attorney, and 
with this power elie Boon after came to America, and immedi- 
ately took measures to recover the property to which ehe had 
become entitled. At Westminster, where slie had fixed her 
abode, she "vvaa afterwards joiued by Lor husband, and at tliat 
place they lived until the time of their reiiio\ al to Caldwell, at 
the south end of Lake George, where Mr. Norman died in the 
year 181-i. Mrs. Xorman wa4j a lady of fine manners, diguilied 
dop u tiitent. and was, in every respect, an ornament to her sex. 
She enjoyed in early life the advantages of a good education, 
and never failed to receive that regard and attonti<Hi to which 
her merits entitled her. 

To what extent she succeeded m obtaining possession of the 
estate left by her father, is not known. In addition to the lands 
which he liad held in New York and Vermont, he had owned 
also farms in Walpole, Westmoreland, Hinsdale, and Winches' 
ter ; but according to John Kelly^ Mrs. Norman^s lawyer, she 
was prevented by " the inancsnTres of the Burt family of Wat 
pole" from obtaining full possession of her landed property in 
these New Hampshire towns. By a letter from Mr. KeUy to 
Mrs. Norman, dated the 9th of June, 1795, it appears that all 
the lands which Mr* Bmsh had held in Yermont, imder the 
New York titley were at that time deemed, as they afterwards 
proved to be, '^irreooTenbly lost'' Mr. Kelly also stated that, 
in many instances, the dtiaens of Vermont had possessed them* 
selves of Mr. Brash's lands dnnng the war, and had since ^held 
them by main force and strength that some of his farms in 
that state had been sold as confiscated ; but that ^ the resolation 
of the Govenior and Oonncil of Termont, nnder which ^ey 
were so sold," did not pass nntal two years after Mr. Bmsh's 
deatL Beferring in another place to ihk resolution, he con- 
denmed it in the phiinest terms, declaring " the attempt to con- 
fiscate a dead man's estate" as an act superlatively wickijd."' 
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It is believed that Mr. Brush's property, sitnated in the etate 
of New York proper, was never confiscated. Even if this were 
80, it does not appear that Mrs. Norman ever realized her ex- 
pectations in the estate of lier father. Wbea on the 23d of 
April, 1799» the som of $30,000 which Vermont had paid to 
New York, was divided among the claimants who had held 
koda on the Grants," under cIiarterB from the latter state, 
Mrs. Norman made application for her portion, but obtained 
$718.60 only, a warn which bore no proportion to the real valne 
of the possessions of her father in Yennont Tke portrait of 
Orean Kmsh, fin>m which the engraving gtTen at the beginniog 
of this aketeh » taken, has to mBoj yeani been preaerred in 
the &mily of Mr. Homy M. Nonnan, who resides at CaldweU, 
and of whom several of the &dB relatiTe to his gsandfiither, 
provionflly mentioned, have been obtained.* 



Ajiovg those who 
bore an active part 
as pioneers in the 
early settlement of 
Vermont, but few 
endnred as many 
hardships, and overcame as many of the difficnltaes of the wil- 
derness, as Tlioiiias Chandler, He was the eon of Jolin Chan- 
dler ; was bom at Woodstock, Connecticut, on the 23d of July, 
1709 ; and wiia married to Elizabeth Eliot, on tJie 23d of No- 
vember, 1733. At the clc>sc of the French war, when many 
of the inhabitants of MassacLusetts and Connecticut were ftim- 
ing their attention to tiie rich lands lying between Lake Cliam- 
plain and New Hampshire, Mr. Chandler did not remain unob- 
servant It is probable that he resided, during a portion of the 
time between tlie years 1761 and 17^3, at Walpole, New Ilamp- 
eliire, for his name is found recorded at that period, as a selcct- 
, man of that town. In tlie vear 1763, he removed to New Flam- 
stead, the name by whic^ Chester was then known, being 

• Letter from Hon. W. C Bndley, dated February 27th, 1867. Lettere from 
Jobn Xdly to Mn Voibhi. Dml EUL N. Y., 1084, 108ff. 
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accompanied by his two sons John, and Thomas, Jr.* At a 
meeting of the proprietors of the town, held at Worcester, Mas* 
sachusetts, on the 8th of March, in the year last mentioned, Mr. 
Chandler was chosen moderator. At " a meeting warned to 
he held at the dwelling house of William Warner," in New 
Flamstead, on the 12th of March, 1765, he wa« again cboeen 
moderator. Tliis was the last meeting held imder the New 
irainpshirc charter. For the better protection of the domains 
west of Connecticnt river, which had lately been declared 
within the province of New York, the limits of Albany connty 
wore so extended as to include them ; additional justioes oi* the 
peace for this wide-spread bailiwick were appointed ; and, on 
the 20th of January, 1766, Mr. Chandler received a dedimm 
poUst<vtem commission, empowering him to administer oaths 
of office. It is probable that he was, at the same time, made 
a justice of the peace and of the quorum, for at a meeting held 
at Springfield on the 27th of February, 1766, he and otliere 
were present in that capacit}", to appoint constables for a num- 
ber of the then sparsely settled towns in that region. It appears 
that there was a military organization on the Grants" at this 
period, for on the latter occasion, Simon Stevens received the 
commission of a captain in the " eighth company of foot in the re- 
giment of militia for which Tliomas Chandler Esquire is Colonel." 

On the 16th of July, 1766, Mr. Chandler was appointed first 
judge of the Inferior court of Common Pleas of Cumberland 
county, a justice of the peace, and surrogate of the connty. 
He also received a dcdimm imtestatem commission on the day 
following. For the purj)ose of securing the title of the lands in 
the town of his residence, he obtained a charter from New 
York for himself and thirty-six others, in which the name Ches- 
ter was substituted for New Flamstefid. The patent of the 
county was issued on the 3d of July, 1766. The charter of 
Chester was granted on the 14th of July, 1766. Mr. Chandler 
received his appointments a few days later. The first town 
meeting under the new charter was held on the first Monday 
in June, 1767. Tliough the officers were regularly chosen on 
this occasion, and on other similar occasions for a number of 
years following, yet their names were not recorded until the 

• The Chnndler fnmny were settled in pfevkulB to the Sfith of Paii 

ber, 1768, for on that day Thomas Chester Chandler, a grand-«on of Thomtt 
Chandler, was born in that town. The birth of this child wm the first that took 
place in Chester. 



BIB OTOIONS. 



19tli of May, 1772, wlien, at a meeting Iicid in the Court house, 
Colouel Chandler was chosen moderator, supervisor, and town, 
clerk. The latter office he continued to hold until tlic 3d of 
March, 1777. "WTieu the couiUy was re-organized l)v a direct 
act of the Crown, in 1768, he was again chosen on the 7tli of 
April, in that year, to all the positions ho had held under tlio 
old regime. Four j-ears later, on the 14th of April, 1772, ho 
was re-appointed to all the offices he had before filled, witli the 
exception of the snrrogateship, and the office created by the 
writ of dedimus potestaUm^ as before explained. 

Of the actual opinions entertained by Colonel Chandler at 
the time of the Westminster Massaere," it is difficult to form 
a oonrect climate. He had acted as moderator at many of the 
town meetings which had been held in Chester, during the eix 
months previous to this occtirrenee, and when the conduct of 
Oieat Britain in oppressing her oolonies was under discnsBicn, 
and when the people resolved to **joyn with Iheir Fellow 
American Subjects in oppodng in all Lawfnll ways, eyery in* 
croachment on their Katnral Bights," had shown no oppoation 
to the measure. He also declared publicly, a few days before 
the affray, that he believed ^ it would be for the good of the 
eotmty not to have any court as things were," and evinced a 
conciliatory spirit towards those who &vored violent and deci- 
sive measures. After he had consulted with his associate, 
Judge Sabin, a man who deemed it In's duty to uphold the 
laws, let the cost be what it might, it is probable that his views 
were changed; for, when asked a fcwhoui-s ])revion9 to the 
commencement of tlie fight, whether he and bal)iii would con- 
sult with the AVhigs as to the expediency of holding the session, 
he replied that the judges were willing to give redress in a legal 
manner, but could enter into no discussion as to whether his 
Majesty's business should be done or not." Sabine, in " Tlie 
American LoyalistB," referring to Judge Chandler's behavior 
on this occasion, remarks : — " He appears to have conducted 
with prudeoce^ and to have used his exertions to prevent the 
melancholy consequences which resulted from the unwise prch 
ceedingB of other adherents of the Crown.** Although ho was 
aftenwds imprisoned in the Oonrt-house, yet his confinement 
did not last but two or three days, and it doee not appear that 
he was ever tried, although he gave bonds at the time of his 
release to appear and take his trial at such time as should be 
appointed. 
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Other views have, however, been entertained respecting 
Chandler's real intentions. It was the remark of an old nmn, 
who in his boyhood had often seen him, that " he was not 
deemed a right honest man, and was supposed by many to have 
forwarded the scrape." In that highly entertaining and instruc- 
tive novel, called " The Rangers ; or the Tory's Daughter," the 
Hon. Daniel P. Thompson has also painted the sycophancy of 
Colonel Chandler, in colors which do not increase tlie brilliancy 
of his reputation. The most plausible account which can be 
given of his conduct, as derived from a thorough examination 
of the facts, appeare to be this. He was a man who, although 
attached to the Crown from which he derived his authority, 
was unwilling tliat the people, whose welfare he desired espe- 
cially to consult, should suffer. He wished, as a loyal officer, 
that the court should convene; was willing in his judicial capa- 
city to listen to the demands of the people ; and announced 
himself ready to .assist in removing the grievances of wliich 
they complained. Being withheld by Judge Sabin — whose 
fidelity to the King was greater than his love for the people — 
from the course of action to which views like these would have 
prompted him, he determined to remain with his associate, and 
bear the indignation of the populace. Tliis he did, there is 
hardly room to doubt, with all the dignity becoming his sta- 
tion. He suffered confinement with his friends, and after his 
release, when popular chimor had in a measure subsided, and 
an opportunity had been given him for reflection, decided in 
favor of those who had detennined to cut loose from Great 
Britain, and ever after was a zealous supporter of the American 
cause. He was often exposed to the opprobrious remarks of 
those who remembered hiin as associated with the Court party 
during the struggle of the 13th of March, and his connection 
with that side was not unfrequently cited as a reason why he 
could not be a hearty upholder of democratic or republican 
principles. Yet, in the face of prejudice so bitter, and calunmy 
so offensive. Colonel Chandler, firmly attached to the cause he 
had espoused, toiled, for a time at least, earnestly and faith- 
fully in its behalf. 

Owing to causes which cannot now be ascertained, he became 
impoverished in his old age, and continued so until his deatL 
At the session of the Legislature, held in October, 1TS4, he pre- 
sented a petition to the General Assembly, in which he ex- 
pressed his willingness to deliver up the whole of his estate to 
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hiB creditora, m good Mihf in order to satiafy the execations 
which had been iasned againet him, and prayed, in view of his 
^ advanced age and infirmitaee," for the passage of an act 1 } 
which his creditors miglit be eDabled to divide hie property 
among them, and he be relieved fix>m the fears of going into 
a lonesome prison." In answer to this reqnest, he was ordered 
to cite his creditors, fmd reqaire them to show canse why the 
petition slionld not be granted. His pecuniary embarrassments, 
"brought about" as Mr. TIm >mpson declares, " by a long course 
of secret fraud in selling wild laudt, tu wliicfi he had no titles," 
placed hi Mi iiually entirely at the mercy of his creditors, wlio 
threw liim into jail at Westminster. By a statute law of the 
state, a creditor was at tliis period bound to provide for the sup- 
port of an insolvent debtor, whom lie had imprisoned for debt, 
in cape the debtor should make oath to utter inability to dis- 
charire fiuch debt. Maintained l)y his creditors, Chandler con- 
tinued in prison during a portion of the spring and summer of 
1785. In the month of June, of that year, the General Assem- 
bly re-oonsidered the petition which he had presented at the 
last session, and passed an act to enable Thomas Chandler of 
Chester, in the connty of Windsor, Esqr., who now stands com- 
mitted a prisoner in the common gaol at Westminster, in the 
county of Windham, to deliver np all his estate, real and per- 
sonai, to his creditors, bona Jide^ and to discharge the said 
Ihomas fh>m his unprismmient" 

The terms on which his release was to be effected were 
pecnliarly stringent, bnt Providence had detennined to relieve 
him, not only from the miseries of a jaO bnt feim the vexations 
of his fleshly prison. The act was passed on the Idth of Jnne, 
1785. On the dOth of the same month he died in the jail at 
Westminster. Owing to a fi)olish and nnnatnral belief which 
then prevailed concerning the inhumation of the body of an 
im])ri8oned debtor, the remains of Judge Chandler were buried 
privately, and ^vithout the ceremony of a funeral. In one cor- 
ner of the " old Westminster churchyard," next to tlie high- 
way, was to be Been until within a few real's, the stuni]! of a 
tree which marked the locality of his strangely consUucted 
grave. Whatever his faults may have been, he deserves to be 
remembered as one of the earliest and most influential of the 
settlers of Eastern Yermont.* 

• OoauniaiioiA Dcming's CaUlogue, pouim. UB, Lrttoa Tbonpton^ Tt, 
M IlL pi 5S. TIm Rangeit ; or tli« Tory't pMgliter, L 99. Jonnuk Oen. Am. 
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JoEN, the lirst son of Thomas Chandler, was bora at Wood- 
stock, Connecticut, on the 4th of March, 1734, O.S. (March 
16th, 1737, N.S ). and was married to Elizabeth Painter on flie 
4cth of May, 17o8. He removed with his father to Chester in 
the year 1763, and aided in the early establishma&t of that 
town« Under a commiauoii from New York, he waa author- 
ised to adminieter the neceeeaiy oaths to aU perBonB who 
should reoelTe office in Onmbexland ooiinij. This post he held 
from Jnlj 17th, 176e, to April 14th, 1772« Dnring the same 
period he serred as an assistant justice of the Inferior court of 
Oonmion Plena and as a justice of the peace. He also held the 
office of connly derk from Julj 16th, 1766, to Febmaiy 25th, 
1772, when he was removed for misconduct Of hia future 
career very little is known.* 




TBQIUS OHANIHJEB JB. 

THE second son 
/f of Thomas Chan- 
j^0^L^^ dler? aud who 

bore the name of 
his £kher, was 
bom on the M 
of September, 1740, 0«S., and waa married to Sarah Lord on 
the 2l8t of July, 1763. At an a4joum6d meeting of the pro- 
prietore of New Flamstead, afterwards Ohester, held at wot^ 
cester, Massachusetts, on ^e SSd of Misieh, 1768, Thomas 
Chandler Jr. waa chosen town^ilerk. On die 8di of March, 
1764, hie was reflected, and wh^ on the 13th of March, 1765, 

Vt,0ei,nS4» ^ 16| J«M,17S5, ppu »,4C|,4S. 8bM YL 8Mt ftpw^ fk 

497. 

An account of the peculiar circumstances ujider, and the nuumar in whSbh tfw 
burial of Judga Choiuller took place, is given anU, pp. 688, 584. 
• Council ^Imutvs in office ."sec sitate Y., 1766-1783, xrri, 228. 
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the proprietoi-s assembled for boBuiefis, at the dweUiiig-hcmse 
of WillUun Warner in New Flanutead, he was eontmned in 
the same office for another jear. He was agBin elected town- ^ 
derk at the March meetmg in ITTT) and eerred in that capa- 
city duriDg the two yeaxB encceeding. From Jnlj lOth, 
until Ifardi Idth, lfT5^ the date of the ^ Weetminster Maasar 
ere," he was an aaaiatant jnstice of the Jbferior conrt of Oom- 
mon Pleas for Cumberland coonfy and a jostioe of the peace. 
Both before and after the event allnded to, he endeayored to 
aDaj Ihe discontent of the people of the county, both by argu- 
ment and persnasion, bnt failed to accomplish that end. 

At the first Bcesion of tlie General Assembly of Ycrmont, iji 
March, 1778, lie was chosen secretary of state, and held that 
office until the following October. At the same time he re- 
ceived the appointment of clerk of the Honso. In October, 
1T78, he was made speaker, and served in that capacity until 
the middle of the session of 1780. During the years 1779 and 
17?0, lie was a member of the Council ; from 1778 to 1781, 
aijil in 1787, represented the town of Chester in tlie General 
Assembly; and in the year 1770 was a judge of the Superior 
court. When the eistates of the Tories who had letl Vermont 
were declared confiscated, he was chosen a commissioner of 
sequestration. Although disliked by many on account of a 
prejndiee founded upon his former connection with the colonial 
government of New York, and charged with conduct which 
subjected him to the loss of his place as speaker of the House 
in 1780, yet his etforts in the town of Chester were always 
exerted in behalf of the American cause, and his patriotism 
was undoubted. 

Having been reduced to poverty *^ by a long series of sick- 
ness in his fiimlly/' he prcsetttad a petition to the Legislature 
of Yermonty dated October 15th, 17d3, asking for an act of 
bwohmj in his behalf. While the Ke v Hwoipshire Grants 
mve subjeel to the jorisdiatioB of Kew York, his position in the 
local government was high, and his influence, although circum- 
serihd, was aeknowledgad* Bnt under the tigims inaugurated 
hj ihe establishment of Tennont as an independent state^ 
he gradually sunk into obscurity, and died it is sapposed, 
although not as mis^bly, yet as much embarrassed as his 
fiftUier.* 

* S«e Biographical Notice of A&iuab Wiran 
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Before Yennoikt was dedaied a separate aad indepsmdeat stata, 
and while the people on iJie Grants" acted in oonoert widi 
the government of New York in the cause of Anierica& ftie^ 
dom, he was appointed the Provincial Oongrev of Nsrar 
York a captain in the detachment of Baugera wfieh was com- 
manded by Maj. Joab Hoisingtott. Having accepted the con^ 
miflsion, he endeavored to ei^t his complement of meoi but 
amid the duties and labors of his profession he was unable 
to devote the time neceesary to accompliBh this object. Oon- 
vinced that he could effect more good as a physician tlian tie a 
soldier, and finding that his patients were " totally unwilling" 
that he should discontinue his practice amon^ tiiem, he resigned 
his connnission on the 23d of October, 1776. lie alter wardb held 
the office of higli-sheriff of Windham county for several years, 
lie appears to Iiave been first elected to that station in 17Slj 
and held it until the year 1787.* 



joyed a larger share of public confidence tlmn Samuel Fletcher. 
He was bora at Grafton, Massachusetts, in the year 174:5, and at 
the age of seventeen enlisted as a soldier in the contest which 
was then being waged between the Ihitish and French colti- 
nies. In this service he continued a year. On his return he 
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Ajioko tibe eniy inhabitsnte 

of l\>wn8hend, no person occu- 
pied a higher position, or en- 
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le&rned the tade of a bUeksmilh, whieh he followed aboat • 
four yeaiBi when he married a daughter of Col. John Haseitineb 
Becoming the recifdent of an amplid fortone by this odmectton, 
lie laid atide tba fll«dge» and removed to TovBflhend, there to 
idM the m among the trees of the forest At the oom- 
mmcemei nt of the Bmlnlioa he joined ^ Amerioan ianaay^ 
and In the espadty of ofderly-eeigeant) ynm pvesent at the bst- 
tleofBonlMrHilL Bj the New Te|^ Ph>vmdal CoogiesB he 
was appointed a Uentenant in a n^vr company, which was 
fanned in the month of July, 1775. Eliaha Benedict of Al- 
bany, the captain of the new company, was soon after gent to 
Oamberland county for the purpose of delivering to Mr. Flet- 
cher his commiBfiion. He there learned that the "orderly" 
was ill the army at Cambridge," Massachusetts. Mr. Flet- 
cher's commiesion was soon after recalled, and the lieutenancy 
intended for him was conferred on anotlier. In the month of 
January, 1776, he returned to TuwuBheiid, and was immedi- 
ately made capt^n of the militia in that town. On the let of 
February in the same year, the town committees of safety 
assembled and elected lield-ofticere for the lower resrimf nt in 
Cumberland county, agreeable to the wishes of the isew York 
PsoTincial Congress. On this occasion Mr. Fletcher was chosen 
quarter-maater, and his nomination was confinned before the 
end of the month. 

On the 11th of Jnne IbUowing, a committee of snfety for 
Cnmberiand connty was formed at Westminster. Mr. Fletcher 
was present as a deleg^ from Townshondf and took an actiTe 
part in the ptoosedings. Companies of mhinte men were soon 
after raised^ whose superiority resnlted from the eKcellenoe of 
thor drill, and thdr lesdiness to mardi at the beat of dmm, 
whereyer their sendees were needed* A oompany of this 
ehsraoter was commanded hf Captain Fletcher, and when, in 
1Y77, Ticonderoga was besieged, all his men volnnteered to 
march Ibr its r^ief. On this e:q»edition, with a party thir- 
teen, he attacked a British detachment of forty men, killed one 
of them, and took seven prisoners, without sustaining any loss 
himself. In August of tlie same year he was engraged in the 
battle of Beimington, and often in later years would speak of 
his ]>articipati(ui in that Rtru^erle. He soon alter received a 
major's cuuimibtoiou, atul cnntiiiued to serve his country until 
after the defeat of Burgoyue. He was made a brif^adier'geue- 
lal in the militia of Vermont on the 20th of Jmie, 1781, and, 

41 
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haTing moli^d llie gnidi of mtjai^gmmtXf iMned thit ponr 
tion fbfr six jwn. 

He roprc t on ted Townshend Ib tlw Oeoflral Aaginbly of Y«p- 
mont at Iheir flnt ti«ioii| la Marah, 1778^ and enjoyed tiia 
Bfline hxmor at Um soarion in Oalober of tiia Mine year, and at 
that in February, 1779. During the senion of the kttar year, 
Lc was chosen conncillor, and held the office by annnal election 
nntil 1790. He \s as also councillor in 1808. He was appointed 
a judge of the Supreme court un the 18th of February, 1782, 
but refused to servo. From 1788 until 1806, he held the office 
of high Bherilf of Wiiidliaui county, and during^ the years 1778, 
1788, 1T84, and 1786, was a judge of tlm county court, lie 
died on the 15th of SeptcniliL-r, 1 814-, aired nearly seventy years. 
On the occafii'^n nf hi? fiiinTal, in c<»iuiectian with pome remarks 
eulogistic of hid character, made by tiie late lion. Oiiarles i'heips, 
of Townshend, a sketch of his life was given by the aame geo- 
tleniaii, bat the observations were extemporaoeoas, and were 
not preserved* His daughter, who afterwards became the wi£9 
of Mr. Banaom, and the mnther of the Hon. Epaphrodhoa Baii- 
eoxn, late Governor of Michigan, wa»' the first peiaon bom in 
Townshend. 8he died a few years ago at Kaiamaioo, at a very 
adTaaced ago. Hb eldeat daughter, who waa temer^y the irife 
of the Hon. Samuel Pinter, of Daflamienlon, wn livbig a tern 
yean ago in Springfield, Yermont, at the age of ninety. His 
only son, Scraire H. Fletdie^ me also living in 1858 near Baf- 
fiilo, New X ork^ wanting but a taw more yeaia to place him in 
the oetogenarian r^alL 

Being a man of enterprise, indnstry, and ddU* Qenenl 
Fletcher not only filled the Yarioaa atetiona to whidi he waa 
appomted with great eredity bat tend time to engage in pro- 
jects to increase the weaHh and population of the state. By a 
resolution of the G^eneral AjBsembly of Vermont, passed on the 
0th of November, 1780, the township of Jamaica wats granted 
to him and fifty-three others, on the paymcDt, for each right, 
of £9 lawful money, in bIIv cr, or other current t imds. The char- 
ter was issued on the day following. It is much to be regretted 
that the MSS. of this excellent man were not preserved. He 
was a fine writer, anri dnrinsr a portion of his life, ke{>r a fnW^ 
accurate, and (iaily reiord ut events of pulilic importance, or of 
interest to hinibelt" on account of his participation in them. 
These, and other writiiifr-', it is 6uj)posed, were consigned to the 
care of hia son-ia-law, Mr. Kao&om, who waa the execotor of 
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Iiis ynSlf and were pfobably destroyed 'in iJbe bttnang of iStuil 
gentlemaii'B hoiue^ Among the books lost on ibaft oooMioOy 

was ''a large and elegant old English foHo editbn of the Bible/' 
which Col. John Hazeltine gave to his daughter at the time of 

lier marriacfe, and which General Fletcher bequeathed to his 
daughter, Mm. Ransom, in liis will. TSvo memoriak of the old 
soldier are still preserved. Tlie one is a sword ciuie winch he 
carried thro no-h all hh cMinj^nierns in the lie volution ary War; 
the other a watch which he wore daring the last twenty years 
of his life. 

In stature, General Fletcher measured about five feet ten 
inches. In ]>prsou he was straight and "finely ])r(>portioi)ecl, }>nt 
inclined to corpulency. His eyes, which were bhie, corre- 
sponded weU with a light complexion, and hiB manly b«iuty 
was generally acknowledged. He was elegant in manners, and 
in deportment, bland and refined. KindiieBS charaoteiised his 
interconrse with all, and generomiesB and hospitalilgr were the 
ftinlts, if he had any^ of his character. He was veiy partieiilar 
in his dreas, wbiohy although always In tbe tehkm, was never 
contrary to tiie canona of good taste. Po oocs a i ng the qnaMoa- 
tions which make the man, he was also so foitimate as to com- 
bine with these most necessary requisites those other and finer 
ezcellenoes, which rendered him tiie beau ideal of a perl^t 
gOBtiUBnank* 



SAXUEL GALE. 

Or the loyalists who bore a con- 
spicnons part in the events connected 
witli the Westminster Miassacrey" 
none are mere entitled to respect and 
consideration than Samoel Gale. He was bom in Hamp- 
shire, England, on the 14th of October, 1747, and dnring Ids 
boyhood received the benefits of a good education. Having 
been appointed a paymaster in the British army, he was ordered 

• lliompaon'8 Yt, Art TowM8inan>. Deming'a Apptsndix, p. 216. Letter of 
Hon. BL Baiuom, FeK 6«h, 1658. Journal V* T. Frcnr. Cong., L S4» 95 ; tf. S8» 54, 
68L .Aok .Axduveiy lonrtii Series toL il, ooi 1798. 




Digrtized by Google 



I 



644 HI8T0EY OF EASTERN VEKMONT. 

to the American colonies, probably about the year 1770. From.' 
manuscript plottings prepared by him, which are still extant, 
it is evident that his knowledge and practice as a surveyor 
were accurate and extensive. But of these facts more definite 
evidence exists. On the 12th of March, 1772, he issued at 
Philadelj>hia the printed prospectus of a work which he was 
then preparing, to be entitled " Tlie Complete Surveyor." To 
this paper were affixed reconmiendatory notices from the Right 
Honorable, the Earl of Stirling, Lieutenant-Governor Cadwal-i 
lader Golden, Mr. Rittenhouse, and Mr. Lukens. From a let*' 
ter which he wrote while a prisoner at Fairfield, Connecticut, 
to John McKesson, secretary of the 2sew York Provincial Con- 
gress, dated February 29th, 1776, it appears that the work was 
still unpublished. Having, in this communication, requested 
to be released on parole, if no other better rehef could be 
afforded, he added ; — You may mention what you choose in 
the parole, but I would choose, by all means, if possible, to be 
at New York or Philadelphia, where I may finish my intended 
publication on surveying, which you well know is allowed by 
all parties to be a matter of great actual service to America." 
Of the volume — published or un})ublished — nothing further is 
known.* 

On the 25th of June, 1773, he married Rebecca, the eldest 
daughter of Col. Samuel Wells, of Brattleborough, and soon 
after the service. Becoming a resident of Cumberland 
county, he was appointed, on the 7th of March, 1774, clerk of 
the court, that oflice having become vacant by the resignation 

• That he was at one period employed aa a anrveyor on the New Hampshire 
Grants, is evident from the following extract, taken from ** The Natural and Po- 
litical History of the State of Vermont," a work by Ira Allen, which was pub- 
lished at London in the year 1798. 

" In the summer of 1773, Mr. Ira Allen, with three men, went from the block 
fort on Onion river, in pursuit of a Mr. 3. Gale, who, with a number of men, was 
surveying in the district of the New Hampshire Grants, for the land jobbers of 
New York. Allen and his party traversed the district from east to west, through 
the townHliipe of Waterbary, Middlesex, and Kingsland, to Moretown, aliat Brad* 
ford, and Haverhill ; and, at length, obtaining information of the surveyor's des- 
tination, they procured provisions and some spirits, and went again in quest of 
him. They discovered his line, and, by that, followed him to near the north-east 
corner of the present town of Montpelier. Here it ended, and he could not be 
traced flirther, because, being apprised of his danger, he made a comer on dry 
land, and thus precipitately escaped, and Allen came to the comer an hour after 
he fled. On the sixteenth day they reached the block fort, whence they sat out." 
— pp; 46, 46. 
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of Crean BruBh. In a description of the General AB8emb1 j of 
New York, given in the Connecticut Courant, under the date 
of April 10th, 17^ it is said of Brush that he sold the deik* 
ship of the oonn^ to Judge WelWe Bon-in-law.'' Of the truth 
of this statement, there are now no means of judging, bnt it is 
safe to condnde that ifc is grenfl y exaggeratody if not whoHj 
false. On the 5th of May, 1774, Hr. Qale was honoied with 
another mark of fiivor, in reoeiTing a comnusaiciii, anthorising 
him to administer the preaeribed oaths to all penons iq[>pointed 
to office in the eonnty. 

Kotiee has already been taksn of his conduct on tiie memo* 
rable evening of the 18tfi of Hareh, 1775. Warmly attaehed 
to the royal cause, and deeming those who should rebel against 
constituted authority as worthy of the direst punishment, liis 
indignation knew no bounds when lie saw the yeomanry whom 
he had been accustomed to regard only in the light ol obedient 
subjects, demanding redress for wrongs, which, doubtless, ap- 
peared to him more imaginary than real, and enforcing the 
demand with manifestations whose import could not be mis- 
taken. Actions ]K ribrmed iu a moment of excitement cannot, 
however, be regarded as criteria of character. Tlie few lines 
wliirli are devoted to Mr. Gale in the account of the " "West- 
minster Massacre" prepared by Keuben Jones, are, so far as 
they are intended to represent the actual disposition of the in- 
dividual, entirely at variance with truth, and unworthy of the 
page of history. Joneses sketch," a gentleman* of high 
reqMCtabilitjr has obsenred| ''conyejB as false an impression 
of Ifr. Gale as the dagaeneotjpe wonld convey of the el^ 
phant which shoold represent that noble animal while his mondi 
is wide open to Tooeive tnatB," On the day following the out- 
break, Mr. Qale was imprisoned in the jail at Westminater, and 
there remained nntil the 19th of Mar^ when he was taken to 
Northamptoni Maasarhnaefta, where he waa k^t in confine- 
ment from March 38d to April 6th, when he obtained hia re* 
lease, and repaired to Ifew York. 

Here he contmned to reside, hia fionily having joked him, 
nntil Febmary, 1776, when he waa seiaed at nij^t in his own 
house, and conveyed to a gaard-honse at the upper barracks in 
the city, where the troops from Connecticut were quartered. 
Thence he was soon after removed to Fairfield jail, in Connecti- 

• lUr. OtiMa MiM^ TowohdJ, of OttmtnOU, Loirar OmmIl 
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cut, wliere he was placed in close confinement. Hoping to 
obtain his release, he wrote to John McKesson, secretary' of the 
Provincial Congress of New York, requesting him to interfere 
in his behalf. His letter, dated tlie 29th of February, evinced 
by its style and expressions the honorable character of the 
writer. " You well know," he remarked, " that my sentiments 
have been uniform and steady, even if erroneous ; and, tliere- 
fore, I conceive myself entitled, at the least, to the privileges 
and protection which, by the laws of all Christian nations, are 
granted to prisoners of war. I call it prisoner of war, not m 
being an enemy in heart to any man breathing, but as being 
by birth and education one of that country between which and 
this country a war subsists. Let me request that I may either 
he allowed the privilege granted by all Christians to a prisoner 
of war ; or else the birtliright of a British subject — the writ 
of habeas co?*pus.^'' He declared his belief that a design against 
his person had been formed by some of the inhabitants of Cum- 
berland county, and referred to a document which had been 
drawn up in vindication of his own conduct, and that of the 
sheriff and posse, during the affray at Westminster. He de- 
scribed his place of confinement as " a common jail, where the 
cold wind through the bars (for the windows are not glazed) 
far exceeds the wannth of all the fire that is obtained," and 
asked to bo accommodated with " a genteeler apartment." 

This letter was considered by the New York Provincial Con- 
gress on the 5th of March, and the seizure of Mr. Gale wag 
declared to be " a wanton act of military power, inconsistent 
with that liberty tor which the colonists are contending." On 
the following day, Congress wrote to Maj.-Gen. Charles Lee, 
notifying to him the facts as they had been presented, and re- 
questing from him a statement of the nature of the charge 
brought against Mr. Gale, in order that proper steps might be 
taken either for his discharge or punishment. In his replv, 
written the same day, Lee acknowledged that the arrest of Mr. 
Gale should have been made by the Provincial Congress, but 
gave as a reason for his conduct the assurances he had received 
from many respectable men, that Mr. Gale was " a most dan- 
gerous man, and ought not to be suffered to remain on Long 
Island," where, as Lee observed, " an enemy is more dangerous 
than in any other spot of America." 

Information of the views of Congress in the matter, was sent 
to Mr. Gale by Secretary McKesson. In his answer, dated the 
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latfa of March, Mr. G«ie rafened to a letter which he had writ- 
ten to Ooi Bcnjamiii BeUows (in which he had daimed a right 
to the leoordi pertaming to his office ae deik of Cmnbetlaiid 
eoQDty), ai being the probable cause of his axrett His remarkB 
on tiiifi point were in these words : Whoever coDBtmes the dis- 
liked expressions in my letter to Colonel Bellows to relate to 
othcre than thoso c»t tlie county of Cianberland, gives it a con- 
Btniction which wais nut thought of by mo when I wrote it. I 
am not of opinion that you or niaii}' of your body hold their pro- 
ceedings iii a much better light than myself; nor can i suppose 
that any one can think me blaraeable in forbidding a delivery 
of the rec ird^ to any but myself or deputy." He then stated 
at leiurtli what his oondact had been ; that lie Iiad scmpnlonaly 
abstained from disobeying the orders of those opposed to Great 
Britain ; tliat he liad never been engaged in any " Tory plots 
that the treatment he had received was far from being recon- 
cilable witli the principles of liberty ; and closed with this im- 
paasioned peroration : Whetlier I retnm to New York or not, 
may the Almighly^s will be done I I flatter myself that, that 
nobleness of heart which characterizes the firee-bom Briton, 
that flpirit in which malice or revenge hath never reigned, add* 
ed to a coaecicpee Berane and clear, will enable me to paea 
thzongh tiie vanooe mazes and labyrinths of persecution, tortnre, 
or deiiikfa, with all the patience and rcmgnalion of amadyr ; and 
ahoiild ^a apprdieiiBioDS which I haye menticnBd grow into 
realities, I shall say with Balaam, f Let me die the death of the 
rigbteooa; let mj laat end be like hist* ^ 

Meaatinie, the committee of the Piovindal Congreea to 
whom tiie aabject had been refened, reported on the 8th of 
March, that <^ ibe sole occaaion for apprehending Sarnnel Gale, 
and sending him into confinement?' had arisen from certain let^ 
ters in the possession of Col. William Williams, a memb^ of 
the said Congress, and that they knew of no other evidence 
aLMiuBt him. This reix)rt was taken np on the 16th of March, 
and, in view of its statements, a resolution was passed, declaring 
the opinion of Congress, tliat Mr. Gale ought to be fonliwith 
relejised, inasmuch as lie had been carried ;iway and imprisoned 
" witliont any hearing, trial, or adjudicatitin wliatever." Notice 
of thib decision was communicated to the chainnan of the com- 
mittee of Fairfield county, accompanied by a request for the 
immediate (ii>charge of the prisoner. Mr. Gale was informed 
privately^ of the resolve, but the committee coududing that 
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thej had na jtuisdiction in flie eaae, refitted to eomplj with ihe 
request Ina third letter to SeoretaiyMeKMOii, diitod at Fair- 
field, on the 12tli of April, Mr. Gale repeated hia applieatSoQ 
for "a raleaae, and detailed the rasBOM 

deaeribed the miaery of hia aitnatioii; and eaqpnaaed 1^ wwa 
upon the merita of the atniggle between the coloniea and the 
mofther conntij, in tanna whidi bora evidenee to the aineeriiy, 

ability, and honeety of the man. 

In this intolerable place," he wrote, referring to the pitson, 
**the wind, when cold, fairly chills every vein in ray body. The 
gmoke, when there ia lire, not only blinds l»ut neiirly suii'ocates 
me ; and the continual Bmell of the room has, I lear, tended to 
rot my very vituh. In the morning, I have perpetually a sick- 
ness at the gtoiruicli ; about noon comes on a fever, which in 
filjont three hour^ i:i succeeded by an ague, t^L>metimeb un>re and 
eonietinies less violent. Every one of these inU^lerable tortures 
were so inexj)re86ibly increased by the excessive weather of 
Saturday tiie 3Uth ult., that they introdncevl tlioufrlrts and ex- 
torted expressions too wild to mention in cooler moments." 
Turning then to a consideration of the death whose slow ap- 
proaches, inch by inch|" he ooold not fail to perceive, he re- 
nunrked : ^ Though I conceive it a do^ incombent on every 
man, to nee his endeavors for the preaeraitioa of hialifisy jet I 
never Tlewed deatih through so horrible a medhim aaaome men 
do. I have ktely learned to consider it as a matter of ralie^ 
rallier than aa a poniahment To leave the wife of my bcaoaa 
a duconsolate widow, and the habea of my kins widioat a 
helper, ia dofabtleaa an unhappy refleotioiL I am of oi^aion 
ibat a aingle atroke^ however violeiit,^ wdoM in the end ha laaa 
grief to tibMiee I leave hehind me^ than a contmaatiflii of that 
aoapeoae and aazieCy of mind widi whi^ diey are now totally 
overwhehned.'' Bo aome- of my peraeentoia," he fKidaimed, 
^ want to dip theur haada in the Uood of a mart^T ! If ao, it 
would in my opkdon be ftr lees criminal, both in the ai|^ of 
God and man, for them to let it fiow in decent aCreams than 
thus, with dastardly meanness, to drap; it from me drop by drop." 

A few days after this letter was written, Tliaddeua Burr, the 
fiheriif of Fairfield county, received the re^^olvo of the Provin- 
cial Congress and relefLseil his |)risoner on parole of honor. In 
a letter to General Washington, dateil the 19th of April, Burr 
notified the course he had pursued, and asked for directions. 
Of Mr. (Me, he remarked : ^ He is an Kngiishman, a geniie- 



mm «f good ednottkm, and pomeflaod of high notutn in fa.voi 
of hk natiTo ooontvy ; is ihink and open in declaring bis aenti- 
meatdf bat aaya be never baa bean, or vnSL be aetive against the 
oolomea." Fnun an entiy in tbe Journal of tbe New York Pirovi^ 
mti, Ckmventioii, under date of September 16th, 1776, it Beems 
that Mr. Gale was then in the cltj of New York, and that he 
bad been broaght thither, hj order of the New Yodk Committee ' 
of Safety. In behalf of the Oonyentiott, James Dnane and Ro- 
bert Yates were appointed to examine him. To this committee 
Robert Harper was added on the 17th of September, and Col. 
AVilliam Allison on the follow ing day. On the 2l6t, a commit- 
tee was constituted for the express purpose of detecting and 
defeating: conspiracies, and to them the examination of Mr. 
Gale, Wild linally referred. The immediate result of their in- 
vestigations is not known. Ultimately, Mr. Gale was released 
from his parole of honor, and restored to lihertj. 

His siiiferings, while in confinement, had not tended to le^ssen 
his hatred of the "rebel" cause, bnt on the contrary had 
atrengthened his attachment to the government in whose behalf 
he had endured so many privations. Experience had also 
taught him, that he was iU-prepored to engage in civil commo- 
tions. Desirous of avoiding a repetition of scenea which, to 
him, had been fraught with sorrow and distreaay he pradeotlj 
removed with hie fiimily to Qnebec^ where he received the ap> 
pointment of Ftovincial Seoretarj, under the admiidatration 
Governor Freacott He anbeeqaently accompanied hia£xcel* 
Imcy to England, to defend him with his poweifiil peii| in the 
diffienlties which had arisen in connection with the Ckmncil in 
Canada. He had written and publlflhed an eUborate work en- 
titled, An Essay on Public (>edit,*' involving many abstmae 
and extensive mathematical calculations on finance, having for 
its object the gradual extinguishment of the national debt of 
England. This work he presented for adoption to Pitt, then 
Chancellor of the Exchequer, by whom its correctness was ad- 
mitted and its principles highly approved ; bnt who fouiid it 
easier to pnt otf the learned author with a pension for life, than 
to meet the public creditors with this book of financial reform 
in his hand, which might have cost him his }>luce. In 1803 or 
1804, Mr. Gale rejoined his family m Canada, where ho lived 
in retirement, and died at his country residence in Faniham, 
on the 27th of June, 1826. He left a daughter, since deceased, 
and a aon who has been an eminent lawyer and a judge of 
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King's Benel^ ait MbntTMls'wlim be noir Htcb rotiied and »»- 

spectod. 

Mr.GalepootKWwdanlirtelWctof moretii^ 
ftnd his writingB were always pregnant with thought, and husid in 
expression. In dispodtioii, he waa amiable and forgiving ; In 

maniici*8, polished and gentlemanly ; in character, ingenoona, 

houurable, and cotuscientious.* 



JOBS OBOUT 

TBI eeoond eon and thiid 

child of John Gront, w1m> 
was the father of fourteen 
childrcu, was bom ai Lu- 
nenburgh, Massachusetts, 
on the 13th of June, 1731. There he pruljubly resided until 
he was thirty-fivo or thirty -six years old. The firs^t inriiiiation 
relative to any intention on the part of Grout to rcni' N e Ircmi 
Lunenburgh, is found in a letter sigued by one Jayies I'uuiani, 
dated at Worcester, Mass., September 3d, 1760, and written, 
as would appear from its contents, to some pei*Bon resident on 
the New Hampshire Grants. In this letter Putnam says : — 
Grout is desirous of settling in that part of the world where you 
live,'' aad| In reference to liis qualifications, addsi ^^he aeems to 
have a peculiar natural talent for doing business at law and in 
courts.'* Grout did not change his abcde immediately, for hy a 
receipt dated April 22d, 1768, it appears that he waa at that 
time, at Lunenburgh. It is probable that he aoon after remove 
ed to the Grants," and tliia opinion ia atreqgtfaeped by the 
£ftct, that he waa at CQuurleBtown^ New Hampahire, in the foil* 
lowing August Before leaying the home of bis nati^itji he 
had married^ and in the rapid increase of his fiunily, had almdy 
shown a laudable desire to emulate his father. His advent was 
not hailed at Windsor, the place be had chosen for bia new 

• Jmml of N. Y. Pror. Gong.. 1 8S9, S40p84Sp S49, M, 627, SSO^eS^SSS: tL 
119, 180» 178, 179, 188, 184. Am. Arch., Fourth Series, roL v. cols. 841, 355, S90» 
865-8^7, 991. Letter from th« Bsr, Cuioa IlicAjali Townsend, dated daranM- 
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ftbode, wiCh that enthnsiaam 'wliich is to gxatefnl to the Tdhm- 
tary exile. - On the contrary, the InhabHantB of the little town 
legarded hn oondng n an nnfortimate occtmenee. Scarcely 
was he settled, when Nathan Stone, tiie Jnatice of the peace, 
leceWed a notice from Zedeldah Stcme and Joseph Wait, the 
overseers of the poor, in which they stated that complaint had 
been made to them " by the principal inhabitants'* of Windsor, 
that " John Gront and his wife, and family of five or six chil- 
dren" who liatl lately arrived, were " likely to become charge- 
able to the town." On this acconnt, and to gratify the paiiper- 
hatincf peo|»le of Windsor, the overseera prayed that a warrant 
might he ifS'ued I'or the roiiioval of said Gront and his family. 

Their prayer was granted, and Benjamin Wait and Kzra Gil- 
bert were anthorized to command the imTiicdiatc exodus of the 
penniless lawyer and his dependents. Information of the course 
which the town autliorities intended to pursue having been 
giy^ to Gront, he, on the 22d of April, 1700, endeavored to 
obtain a stay of proceedings from the officers who had been sent 
to remove him. To this end, he gave a written promise, that 
if permitted to remain a few days longer, he would, at the end 
of the specified time, be ready with his family, " at nine of the 
elock in the forenoon" at his dwe]]ing4ioii8e in Windsor," ^ to 
be carried oat of town.'' In case this request shonld be granted, 
he declared ^on honor, and as a lawyer," that no harm shonld 
come of it, either to the town or its officers. It is probable that 
the days of grace were given, and it wonld also appear that 
when these had passed, he had made some arrangements for re* 
mainlng in Windsor. Hewasf&ere oh the 27th of May follow- 
ing, and from a deposition made on theSlst of the same month, 
by Simeon Oloott, an officer of that town, it seemed that there 
was at that time, "not any copy of a warrant of any kind" in 
his hands against Grout, issued at the instance of Windsor people. 
On the 6th of June following, Elijah Grout, a younger brother, 
testilied to a similar statement. Gront next appeared at Chester, 
of wliich place he was a resident in February, 1770. The events 
previously recorded, in which he had acted so ]jromincnt a 
part, ha]>[»ened during the summer of that year, and ]n'oha- 
blr afforded sufficient exercise for the restless disposition of 
tlie unfortunate Grout."'* About this period his son, " a lad of 
thirteen years of age,'' ran away from the paternal roof^ and the 
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notice of this event which Grout published in the papers, and 
requested " all printers on the contineiit" to copy, was headed 
in staring capitab Stop Tliief ! Stop Thief Notwithstand- 
ing the disr^nte in which he was held by many, he obtain^ 
Bome business, md it appeaxB <m the 8th of March, 1771, he 
Bupplauted Thomas Chandlery one of the mc^t influential men 
in Chester, as the attorney and land agent of Comeiiiia Yandttih 
bergh, of the city of New York. 

Giont endeavored to obtain an impartial execution of the 
laws relative to the catting of 8hip4imber, and was diligent in 
informing John Wentwordi, the suzTeyor-general, of the short- 
comings of faia deputies. His xeal does not appear to have met 
with the reward it deserved. In a bond dated die 17th of Aprils 
1778, given to Daniel Whipple, the sheriff of Cumberiand 
connty, Gront, in answer to a citation, agreed to appear in the 
city of New Yoik on the tfurd Ttiesday of that montli, to 
" answer to Richard Morris in a plea of trespass." From ac- 
companying circnmstances, it would seem that the trespass with, 
which he wao cliiirgcJ wa^ the destruction of his Majesty's 
mastine: trees. He was not inifreqiiently sent with dis|>atches 
to diritiiiit places, and wiki always careful to execute his cum- 
missions with fidelity. On the occasion of a riot in Putney, 
early in the year 1773, he bore the intelligence of tlie disturb- 
ance to the city of New York. In the li tter which lie carried 
on this occasion to Governor Tryon, datLMl rlie Jlith of January, 
Judge Lord, the writer, after detailing a narrative of the 
tumult, referred to Grout in these words : — I have vet to 
crave your Excellency's patience and leave to recommend to 
your Excellency's favour Mr. John Grout, attomey-at4aw, who 
hath suffered much by persons enemical to this govemment| 
and to him, on account of his firm attachment to it, and endea- 
TOiua to F»f^?>*ft»" good order and joatice therein. Truth itself 
obligee me to say, tliat his practice ae an attorney in this coon^, 
h(iR always entitled him to the good opinion of the court and 
the beet gentlemen in the eonnty,a8 1 apprehend, although rio^ 
ons penong and partieB, Mends to New Hampshire and eoe- 
mies to good order, have given him mnch tronble^ whieh ha 
has bome with great magnanimity, and stroYe in a l^gai and 
dispassbnate way to OTercome, Tonr Excelleni^, being p<iw 
fectlj homane, will delight in protecting him.'' This eztraot 
represents Ghront in a different aspect from that in which he has 
pi^viouslj appeared. He was, it would seem, a warm sup* 
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porter of the claims of New York to the " Grants,** on this 
account was shabbily treated by those wlio adhered to the Now 
Hampshire faction. An uiiliapj)^ disposition, and a turn for 
pettifogsrin^, were not the best equipments with which to meet 
this opposition, aiid yet these were the weapons which Grout 
appears to have brought to the comljat. 

Previous to the commencement ut' the iievohition, Grout ex- 
pressed Bontimentri in opposition to the acts of the Britisli rai- 
nistrv, and at a nieetiiiir lield in Ohcptor on the 10th of October, 
1TT4, wn% chosen by the patriotic c itizens of that town a mem- 
ber ot a committee, who were directed to join with the general 
committee of Cumberland county, in preparing a report con- 
denmatoij of the late acti of Parliamfinty to be sent to the New ^ 
York committee of correspondence. His patriotism appears, 
however, to have been of short duration. A letter attributed 
to him, written from the " South-east part of Cheshire wontj^ 
Harch 10th, 1775," contains the most violent and obscene ex- 
pressions rdatiye to the damned Whigs." Still, his views 
caimot be determined by this prodaction, ibr, although the first 
mipressi<m wideh one woM derive from ila perasal, is that the 
writer, whoever he might have been, was a Tile blaekgnard, 
destitute of prineiple, imd nnserapnlons in tiie expression of his 
opinions, yet a more carefbl examination suggests the idea that 
the commnnieation might hare been intended as an allegorieal 
declaration of sentimentB in IhTor of a reyolntionar)^ movement 
lliis notion is supported by the dosing paragraphs of the letter, 
which are in these words : — 

**Be assured. Sir, that onr Honored Master Beelzebub 
waited upon me yesterday, and Commanded me to write to you 
and Inform juu, tliat it is liis Royal will and i)leiioure, that you 
play Hell with the Court that shall set at Westminster next week. 

** From your Friend and Brother, 

*'Apoilyon. 

**To the Faithfol and Dearly beloved 

"Dr. Jot us 

«P.S. Please to read this Epistle to all the Faithful Bre- 
thren and Balute them, Charles Phelps and Doctor Harvey in 
particular, with a kiss of love." 

Three days after the date of this letter, the conrte were broken 
up at Westminster, and on that occasion, Dr. Keuben Jones, 
of Bockingham, and Dr. Solomon Harvey, of Dammerston, 
were prominent leaders among the Whigs. 
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On. tlM Idflicf Aprily HT$, Grant, who liad been impnoDed 
fer debli wectmd *^hm libertj" from BenjimiB Arolier, under- 
kaeper of fhe jail at WcatmiiMtor. PreYiow to tiu% he bad 
Mtiafiad oertain j n dgmenti wbidh had baen obtamad agniiiBt bixiL 
fiia ewsqM ftom this Scjlk of oonfinemont did nol enable him 
to aToid tiie Oharybdia of tlie people's hale. Having been da> 
nonnced hj John (handler, and Thomas Chandler Jr^ of Oiee- 
ter, 88 an enemy to his country, he, according to his own state- 
ments, was threatened by Bome with death, and by others with 
torturcfl " at the liands of the Green Mountain Boys." In this 
emergency, he declared his innocenco of tlie crime cliarared 
against him, and wrote to CoL John Ilazeltine, the eliairuiaii 
of the Ciiiriberland county committee of correepoiiileuce, and 
to tlie cliairmaii of the Walpole committee of inspection, for 
pr(»teetioih He also made known his eituation to the Kev. 
Samuel Wiiiting, of Cliester, aiul liegged liiui to use his influence 
" with these mad people," and tiius save the county from be- 
coming " an Aceldama or field of blood." In the latter part 
of the month of May, while confined to his bed by a fever, a 
party of mmk enterod his dweUingy headed by Tbomas Chand- 
ler Jr., and endeavored to drag him out of doors, bat were 
prevented by the efforts and entreaties of his wife and hia 
''good neighbourB." On the following morning they renewed 
iha attempts and^ having taken him aboot half a mile from hia 
beoBe, tiixealened to atemn^ him, but were indnced to deiial 
from ezeeoting thJa design* Having, tbiaii|^ the effi»te of bis 
friends, regained bis liberty, he claimed proteotion from tbe 
eoon^ committee. Tbe ehalnnaB of that body tiierenpon op- 
deied CSiandler to desist from all attempts to ii^iue Gnrot, 
which order Chandler piomiied .to obey. 

Thon^ freed in Ibis maanar, from the annoyaneea to 
which hia anspioiovs.oimdnot had sabjected him, he conld not 
resist the temptation of disturbing the peace of the county. To 
effect tliis end, he commenced an epistolary attack upon the 
chair man of the committee of correspondence, Col. John 
Hazeltine. In a letter to this gentleman written from the 

County of iiampshire, Province ot Mass"^ July 10th, 1 TTo,** 
Grout accused him of presiding over the deliberations ot a 
body of men whose acta were tyrannical, and who^^e ooudnct 
was contrary to every principle of ri<:lit. He furtlier (1eclare<i, 
that it was for this cause that a great many of the best peo- 
ple in the county of Cumberland who are snbstantiai friends to 
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die libeitiM oi the pc plo and the Sacred Bights of ICinkindy 
and who ate even willing to seal their Love of their Oonntry 
with fheur Blood in Defence of it, Groan nnder the weight of the 
OppreBsioBB of tiial Lawieu Banditti of men, who having flnt 

pat a stop to the Ooorse of Oiril Justice nnder the asenmed 
name of eons of Liberty, are de6tro3dDg not only the 8omblance, 
but eren the substance and sliadow of Liberty itsellV' In this 
style he continued throiiL'h a long coininunication, to abuse the 
officers of Cumberland county, who in this time of emergency 
were directing tlieir best efforts to secure to the people tlieir 
rights, and to defend them j&om the machinations of Loyalists 
and Tories. 

Later in the year, Iiu addressed a " Memorial and Petition'* 
to the men that aro assembled at Westminster in the County 
of Gninberland, who call themselves a Conrity Oonirreps." In 
this remarkable production he accused the repretsentatives of 
the people of usurj^ation and oppreesion ; picttired their 
temporary government as a despotism ; and branded their 
ahaihTnan as a tyrant After detailing a few instances, in which 
they had been obliged for the good <^ the commnnity, to exer* 
eise dictatorial powers, he continned in this strain : — You pro- 
eaede l on other business eqnally Infamous and Basoallyf and 
tSm^like the Rnmp P^urliament, adjonmed jonrBelves. But 
jonr SoTereign, OoL Haaeitine, thinking good to call you Uh 
gather hefora ti^ time was adjoorned to, did do ity «^ 
noton ^ l^of August Last, and Frooseded to hnsineBB. 
And why should jon not! The King, by the Oooatitirtioii, has 
a Big^t to call, ai^nm, prarogne and diaBOhe pariiamenti.' 
King HMatLfrndid Bi^ in adling yon together belbra the 
Tune yon had a^fonmed yomself tx Ihls was to* Let yon 
Enowhe waa your Sing,-aiid it was no aim than duty to Obey 
yovr Frinoe. Indeed, it mnst be oonfesM^ it was a rascally 
Trick in yon ever to adjonm yourselves, Am* that was an In- 
fringement of your King Hazeltine's Prerogative, for the King 
by liifi rrLroirutive has the sole Kight of adjourning Parlia- 
raents." The closing paragraphs of this memorial, although 
abounding in bombast and fustian, are sufficiently curious to 
warrant their presentation in this connection. " As lor ni vBclf," 
wr»>te this conceited but witty poltroon, " I belong to anotlier 
order of men, who will neither Joyn with you, nor Oppose you* 
For why Bliould I run with the Wind i burely, if I sliuuld, it 
will ontmn me. Or why should I fight with the wind i Surely, 
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thm k not tomndi tnlMtanoe in the Sknll cf it, as tiiat I ooold 
beatitiSMnsoiitwitli aBtede. Bnrely, I will oontent myedf 
with bearing yonr Blow, and will Say, Wlioo-Baugh, Whoo- 
Bani^ to jour mi^tj Badung. After a mighty wind oomtt 
acalsL 

^Y<mr petttioaer nest laoMj pnya, thai jon would be 

graciously pleaaed to annihilate yoareelTee, and Betnra into 

your Primitive Kothingness, unless the Good People of the 
County shall please to employ you about something. 

But, oh, mighty Chaos, if you will not condescend to grant 
tills petition, I have another to make, wliich I beg of you not 
to deny me, wiiick is this, that your almighty N'othiiigthips 
would be pleased to Honour }'our Petitioner, who heartily 
Desj)i8e8 you, by making him first General and Commander-in- 
Chief of all your despiscrg, that bo he may be at the head of 
nine-tenths of the good people of this county. And your Peti- 
tioner as in Duty bound shall ever pray." 

In the fall of the same year, he was brought before the com- 
mittee of Cheater, on a charge which had been preferred 
againat bini of ^aMng diarapectftilly of the Continental 
Oongreaa and the countj oommittee* A qnaird having arisen 
among the raembeia in respect to the manner in which the 
trial ahonld be conductedi G^ut refused to make any defence^ 
and remained whoUj inaetiTe dnring the proeeedinga. By a 
portion of tiie eoTHTnittee, be waa adjndged to be an enemf to 
Ua oonntrj. Ftcm thie dedaion he appealed to Ibe eo«m^ 
committee. The antrject came before than on the 29th of Ko> 
yemberi bot they refoaed to aoatain llie appeal, and ocdered 
bim to withdraw it At andber meeting held on the S4th of 
Jnly, 17T6| a complaint waa exhibited by John Chandler againat 
Grout, llie membem being unwilling to act npon it, referred 
it, at first, to the Chester committee, but by a subsequent vote 
recalled tlie reference and resolved to receive Groiit''s answer at 
their se&siou iu the fullowing November. ( )n tlic Sth of that 
month, a complaint against Thomas Chandler, Jr., was pre- 
sented by Grout, to the county committee, accusing liini of mal- 
treatment. " After maturely deliberating upon the case," the 
committee ordered Chandler to pay to Grout "the sinii of Six 
Pence, York Currency." The costs of the investii^ation were 
divided equally between them, and both were " lieprimanded 
by the Chairman in presence of the whole Board." Grout 
aoffiBred on other ocoaaionB from the patiiotiam or malicionaneaa 
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of tlie Chandlen?, and throiif:^li their influence and that of 
others connected witli them, he was taken prisoner at Charles- 
town, Xew Hampshire, on the 27th of December, 1776. On 
the 2d of June, 1777, he was a resident of Chester, but aoon 
after removed to Montreal, where he assumed his true charac- 
ter, that of a British subject, and is said to haye become ^ a 
distinguished lawyer."* 

He resided in Canada during the remainder of the war, and 
probably for eeTeral years after its dose. His end was as trsgie 
as his life had been turbulent and unhappy. With a large snm 
of money in his posseeeion, which he had collected for some per- 
son residing in one of the states, he left Canada Ibr the purpose 
of conveying it to the owner; and was neyer afterwards heard 
o£ For a long time it was supposed that he had been drowned 
in crossing Lake Champlain. Many years after his sudden dis- 
appearance, a man was conyicted some crime punishable by 
death. IVeyious to his execution he acknowledged his guilt, and, 
in detailing the dark transactions of his life, confessed that he 
had murdered Jolin Grout for the purpose of obtaining the 
money wliich he carried. Ho also described the place where 
be buried the body. A seai'ch having been instituted, 
human bones were found at the spot he had def?ignated. 

Hilkifth (xrout, whose name lias occurred in these pages, was 
a brother of Jolm, and was born at Lunenburgh, Massachusetts, 
on the 23d of July, 1728. He lived for many years on the banks 
of Black river in the town of Weathergfi* Id, in Windsor county, 
Vermont, and there died, lenvino; a large family of children. 
Some of these were bom previous to the time when his wife 
and some of her family were carried captive to Canada. Others 
were bom after her return from bondage. 

Elijah Grout, another brother, born at Lunenburgh, Massa- 
chusetts, passed the greater part of his life, and died, at Charles- 
town, New Hampshire. % 

Jonathan Grout, bom also at Lunenburgh, a third brother of 
John, resided at Feteraham, Massachusetts. He obtained the 

• By •& M( «f the 0«t«nl Awwnbly of ytnnoot, paaed i& Vcbrauy, 11^9, 
fhoM iMraons who ha4 TQlnntMily Uft fhat itat^ or tny ob* of tbe United Statii» 
and " joined tbo meaim thoMO^" wore IbrbiddeD to retarn to Termont Accom- 

pwnyint,' tltii n'-t were th»' names of one hnndro'l ri\<\ eight persons to ■whom ita 
provision** partieul irl V I . forred Tn the list appeared the name of Jotn G root 
of Chester.— Acta and Laws Gen. Am. Vt, Feb., 1779, p. 72. SUde's Vt St«to 
Pftpen, pp. Z66t 890. 

42 
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eharter of lananbaii^ ft town in £Miz ooioiUt^, Y enapiity and 
owned nevlj all tbe temtoiy ocnnpxiBed witbin ito liinite.* 



XOr BALL 

w A8 bora al Yannonth^ 

Bametable county, Maa- 
saclmsctts, iu the year 
1757. Uf liii youthful 
days little is known. It is certain, however, that he enjoyed 
ail the advantages of a good school education, and that he dili- 
gently improved whatever opportunities were offered iiiin of 
obt^iiniiier i?!forniation. At Uie coniiiiLiicement of the revolu- 
tionary war, he warmly espoused the cause of the colonies, and 
eagerly awaited the hour that should aoo lum engaged ia tlie 
service of his country. 

In accordance widi ft reaolntioii of Oongrees, pasaed on the 
18th of July, 1775, recommending to each colony, to piOTide 
for the protection of its harbors and naviggtion, " by armed veo- 
sels, or otherwise,'' South Oazolina endeavored to render her 
maritime position more secure. On the 16th of January, 177d, 
the delegates from South Carolina informed Congpw Ihftt their 
colcmji being in want of seamw, had giren orders to <^er 
high wages to such as would engage^ in h^ service, and dedred 
&e advice of Congress on the subject ' The committee to whom 
the mfttter was referred, reported on the 19lli, recommending 
to Captain Sobert Cockran who had been sent from South Qar 
rolinft to obtain seamen, to offer to each ftble-bodied seaman, 
who would enter the service of that colony, wages at the mto of 
$8 per month, an immediate bounty of $9, and upon reaching 
South Carolina, a further bounty of $5. The captain was com- 
mended to the favor of Washington, who, on the 30th of Ja- 
nuar^% promified to "give him every assistance" within his 
power. 

In tlie montli of May following, young Hall procured enliiit- 
ing orders from Elijah Freeman Payne, who was then the lieu- 

from 1 larry Hale, Em}., of C!hdMi» Vi, Jhmolm Itl and Ittli, ISSft Doa Bk^ 
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tenant of a twenty-gnn ship lying at Okarl^lon, Sosth Caro- 
lina, commanded by Captain Cockran. This ship, which im 
called the Eandolph, had been fitted out by Sooth Carolina, «b 
a part of her propordon of the continental navy, and in accord- 
anoe widi Ae recommendations of Congress, which had been 
adopted on Hie IBth. of Jnly, 1775. Payne had pranJaed Hall a 
lieotenaney tn the maiine department, proyided tfie latter sfaonld 
enlist fifteen men and traaspert tiiera to Providenee, Kkode 
Island. Entering upon liis task with energy, and determined 
to win llie station which had been oibred him, Hall in a sliort 
time enlisted twenty-nine men and a boy, vesidentB ef Bom* 
stable connty, and having piocmred a schooner, cmmanded by 
Oapt Bamnel Gray, conveyed his reemite to the place ap- 
pointed. He then went to Stonington, Conn^etiont, where he 
purchased six small cannon of Joseph Deimison, and retnming 
to Providence obtained a schooner of about fifty ton.< hurt lien, 
belon<^ing to Clark and Nightingale, and, with his men, sailed 
for Stonington, to take on board the cannon. Becoming con- 
^nnced by this short trip, that the schooner would not carry 
sail sntficient to render her Rcrviceal>ie, either in giving chase, 
or in condnrtiiifr a retreat, he procured another at Stonington 
named the Kagle, This ve-i^iel was immediately fitted out with 
provisions and warlike stores, and in her Captain Payne and 
Lieutenant Hall put to 6ea, in the month of June, witli the 
intentioTi of making a cruising passage to Charleet(m, where 
tliey and their men were to join die Randolph. 

The commencement of die expedition was attended with 
eoooess. Three prizes were taken— the Venus, Oeorge Oollas, 
master^on "^e 28d of August; the Oi^edonia, Alexander Mc- 
Xiniay, master, on the 30th -of Augast; and another rmieL the 
name of which is not known. These were manned with sea- 
men from the crew of the Eagle, and the little ileet set sail for 
tiie port of Boston, wbeM the Yenns, nadcr the charge 4i Wait 
BathbnrD, prise^master^ arrived on the MMh of -iBeptensber, and 
the daledeiila, nnder the charge of Kstlumiel ISiompson, prize- 
mastery on the &8d of the same month. As the Sagle was con- 
voying in the Odrd pnae, sbe (the Eagle) fell in with and cap- 
tnred the ship Spears, from the bay of Hondnras bonnd for 
Glasgow, Scotland. The Spears being short of provisions, it 
was deemed advisable to increase her supplies, and to transfer 
to her all the prisoners on board of both the P^a^^lo and the 
prize then under convoy. This was accordingly done, and hy 



Digitized by Google 



660 



maroBY of kasxesn vESMosn. 



the direction of Captain Payne, Lieutenant Ilall, as prize-mas- 
ter, took the command of tlie Spears, witli orders to keep com- 
pany witli the Eagle. For this purjxvse lie was furnisheil with 
private signals, by the help of whicli he was enabled to purcue 
the jirebcribed course for ten days, when the vessels were sepa- 
rated " by a hard gale of wind and foggy weather.'* Captain 
Paynr, in the Kagle, succeeded in reaching Boston, and on his 
arrival delivered to tlie proper authorities Captain Lamont of 
the Spears, whom lie had taken prisoner. 

Soon after the Spears separated from the Eagle, the prisoners 
on board the former vessel mutinied. Lieutenant IlallV- men 
wore so few in number that they were unable to quell the dis* 
turbanoe, and, on the 13th of September, he wag deprived of 
the command of the ship. The mutineerg then held a long 
coDBultation, and agreed to make for Newfoundland for the 
purpose of procuring provisions. On reaching the Banks, they 
fell in with a brig from Fahnonth, Engbmd, and from her cap- 
tftln, who was of course fiiendly to the cause of Great Britain^ 
they obtained sappUes. From Newfoundland thej set sail for 
Glasgow. On arriving at that port, on the 18di of October, 
lieutenant Hall was taken into custody by the aathoritlea of 
the city, and confined in prison. Having learned that the 
Mayor of Glasgow was a free-mason, lieutenant HaU infonned 
him by letter &at he was a member of that brodierhood, and 
craved his assistance. He soon after was viuted by the maycMr 
in person, who obtained for him an extension of the libertiee of 
the prison to a circuit of two miles ; provided him with clothes 
aiul writing materials ; and invited him to dine at liis mansion. 
From, tiiis gentleman Lieutenant Hall received many favors 
which tended to lessen tlio tedium of durance, and he ever 
after retained the pioti>undest sentiments of gratitude and 
esteem towards his noble benefactor. 

On the fifth of April, 1777, Captain Lainont of the Spears 
arrived at Glasgow, and Lieutenant HaU was discharged from 
iniprisoimient, but no provision was made to enable him to 
procure a passage home. Finding a vessel belonging to an 
American citizen and engaged in the revenue service, he em- 
barked on l)oard of her, and at the Isle of Man, and at White- 
haven also, endeavored to obtain a passage either to France or 
the West Indies, but was unsncoessfuL Ketiirning to Scotland, 
he took passage to Ireland, where, according to his own declara- 
tion, he Ibund the people very kind and ci Wl, as well as wannly 
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attacked to the Amerioaa caiue.^ Havitig revealed to them 
his circnmBtanoeB and condition) they pfovided for him in a 
genteel manner'^ until the following August, when he sailed in 
the ship Glorious Monoij for the West Indies, and arrived at 
Barhadoes in October. Thence he took passage for Antigua, 
and from tliat port sailed to St. Enstatia. Here he met with 
Captain Hiiison of the Duke of Grafton, on board of which 
vessel he sailed for Virginia. When within Ca])e8 Charles 
aud Henry, the Duke of Grafton was captured on the 28th of 
December by the St. Albans, a British muii-of war of sixty-four 
guns, commanded by Robert Onslow, then Iving in liatupton 
road, and Lieutenant Hall was again made prifconcr. During 
the time of this second captivity, whicli lasted but ten days, his 
sufferiniirs on board the St Albans were everytliing tliat Bri- 
tish inFoK'TK o and cruelty could inflict, short of actnnl violence." 
Through the interposition of Patrick Henry, then Governor of 
Virginia, Lieutenant Hall was exchanged, and having been 
provided by hia EzceUenoj wid& a hone and moneji set out on 
his jonniej home. 

On reachlDg Pennsylvania^ his money being exhausted, he 
preeentod a memorial to Congress on the 23d of January, 1778, 
m which he reooottted the scenes through which he had paised 
during the eighteen months preceding, and asked either for a 
situation on a continental vessel) or means sufficient to enable 
him to reach Boston. The subject was referred to the marine 
eommittee, but no record of their report appeals on the pages 
of the Joiunals of Congress. By the assistance d his ftiends, 
and his utmost exertions,'* he reached Banistable on the 99d 
of Febmaiy Mowing. For these services he afterwards 
endeavored to obtain the ''pay aOowed by the then naval 
establishment to officers of his rank," but failed to receive the 
well-earned reward. Many years after his death, Congress 
recognized the justice of the claim he had presented, and 
a%varded to his desccTidanU a portion of that remmieratictu 
which he bli nl 1 have received for bis valuable services in 
behalf of his e*niutrv. 

On returning from captivity, Mr. Hall commenced the study 
of law at Barnstable, in the oftice of Shearjashub Bourne. 
Here, it is supposed, he remained until the latter }»art of tlie 
year 17S2, when he removed to Vermont. At Bennington, 
where he at lirst took up his abode, he remained l»ut a short 
time. In the year 1783 he was at Westuunster, as appears by 



Digitized by Google 



MS mmmr or 

an Atiy in Hm monb oC the Council of Yermooty dated on 
tbo IBtk ol Oetob«r in that year aft We^tmiiiater, and aigned by 
him ai aemtaiy pro tempore. Ob the 13th of Febraatyy 1786, 
he was manned In Bostoii, hj the Be¥. John Clark^ to Jfaiy 
Homer» of that phbce.* He afterwavda pwdiaaed a dweUingon 
the flat, in the north part of Weatmimter, and by diligent atleii> 
tion to his profaeMon, obtained a good pmctiee and an honom- 
ble reputatkm. He we ehoaen to roproiont the town in vhieh 
he resided^ in the General Aseembly, at the seesions in 1789, 
1791, 171):i, and 1808. With Paul Brigham, Samuel Hitch- 
cock, and Lemuel Ciiipmaii, he was appointed a prcBidential 
elector hj the General Assembly, at their section in 171*-, und, 
with his colleagueB, catst the vote of the state for George Wush- 
intciuii aiid Juhii Aditms. Bv uu act of the General -.:\j*Bciublr. 
passed <»n the 1st of ember, l5>oo. incoi^Miratinff Middle- 
bury college, he was constituted a fcliow of that insiitulion, and 
fiervcd in that capacity until the titnc >{' his death. In 1799 
1:0 wm a raembi'i* the Council of Censors, nnd for seven 
years — from 1794 to IbUl — waa a judge of tltt Supreme court 
of the state. 

While holding this latter poBition, ho discharged the datiee 
of hie office with great fidelit}^ and credits A charge delmred 
by him to the grand jurors of Windham connty, at a seaiion 
of the Supreme court, held at Newtee in the year 17i^ vaa 
deaotihed in the Favmer'a Moaenm," a celebrated newspaper 
of that period^ aa a prodoetbn leplete with aonnd principlaB 
and the rearj eaience of federaUsm," and ^ honounble to its 
anthor aa • politician} aa m acholar, and aa an aidant fiedendiat" 
At tibia jnnctnre," obaerred the editor of the aame journal, 
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the gnm authority of a judge, are eminently impressive, eon* 
Tineing, and! naefdL" At a aeavon of the Supreme eonrt held 

in Windham county, during the month of Angnst, 1800, Judge 
Ilall again charged the grand jury in an able and eloqucui 



* At tlM tioM of her nwrriage, Ifiat Homer, vbo w« an ofphaoa wm only it- 

teen years of age. Under the title of " A Tn» Story," a Tory ranoutk ooeooot 
of the circumstances atton<iing her courtship firuT marriage appeared in the 
" Herald of Freedom," in DecoTrth. r, 17 In thi-i utvrrative, Oj>helia represent* 
Miw iiotii«r; Lyaander, Mr. iiaii; and Aiptiuuso a diaappoiuted luver Tbo 
**Ttn» atoiy* oopiod Into tho "BaiiMftabli Joiiniil* in Angiut^ 1629, and 
VM ivpfiDtod IS tlw •'IVoy Daily Foot* oa tin 21oi of PobnsMy, I84& Mm 
Hall outlived her hnaband miBy yoai^ and died on the Slot of Folmuay, 1849, 
«fod aovaii^jhtiiro jmm, 
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maiiner. His address on this occasion siibeeqneiuly pnl)- 
lished at their re<|ne9t. In the conrse of his remaT-k?, he ad- 
verted to the chai acter of Washington, whose death had lately 
occurred, in these words : — 

" Our country hm PiTPtaincd an irreparable loss hj the deatli 
of thip crreatest and best of mon. To bestow on him the epithet 
of f^reat, would bo but common praise. Hie name alone ex- 
presses enough. The simple name of WAsmNOTON will be 
remembered with veneration and respect by posterity, when all 
the titles of hnmtui greatn^ and distinction have sunk beneath 
the stroke of time. All onr oraton and poets have vied with 
each other tff do jnatioe to his merit, and sacred and profane 
history have been ransacked to find his equal* When the 
parall^ has heen drawn hetween him and Moeea or Solomon hv 
sAcred history, or between fain and the greatest diameter^ 
both ancient and modern, that profane history can boast, they 
appear bnt diminished spectres. His deseired &me edipses 
evQry'otiher same. 

^ His character in private as well as public life, u witfaont a 
blemish. He seems to iiare possessed eveiy accomplishment 
which mi&es ii man either amiable or estimable. His senti- 
meats of religion were noble and elevated. His regard ibr 
Ghristiani^ was evidenced by a respeetfttl attendance on its 
fnstitcrted forms of woniiip, and by treating with eqnal candcnr 
and indulgence all denominations, without preferring one to 
the other. His gentle and amiable disposition endeared him 
to his private friends. His graceful manners engaged him the 
affections of all orders of the people, lla was one of the most 
accomplished men of the age, and possessed all the great quali- 
ties both of body and mind, natural and acquired, which could 
fit him for the high station to which he attained. The affability 
of his address encouraged those who might be overawed by the 
sense of his dignity and wisdom. Though he often indulged 
his facetious humor, he knew how to temper it with discre- 
tion, and ever kept at a distance from all indecent familiarities 
with those about him. He l«>ved and practiced the virtues (»f 
domestic life, which seldom hold their residence among the 
great He was chaste and terapemto, enjoying without excess 
the social pleasnres of the table. All his titles of greatness 
were adorned by the tender name of a faithful husband and 
an indulgent parent, for, thongh chil^ess himself, he embraced 
as his own the chiidrBn of his brother and sister, and t^e ex- 
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pranons of lug regmrd were extended to the meet distant and 
obacoiebniiehMof hunomeiowktiidred. Hia&nulierfineiida 
WW jidiciongly aeleeted. Qe reqieoted the good nd the Tir- 
tnoiia, who with the innooe&t were lewwded hy his jadieunis 
Uberalityi while the mote diflbehre cifde of his benevoleooe 
wae draoinfleribed only hy the limiti of human xaoe. 

When not engaged in war, he cnllivaited the arti of peace. 
That he delighted in fturming, is evident fiom hit following the 
plough in his native soil, and from tlio great improyements he 
made in every branch of agriculture. Tliat he wished to be 
Uo^ful in ordinary lite, was evidenced by his acting as a mem- 
ber of assembly, a magistrate, and sitting as a common jui t la 
ft court of justice, in the county where he resided. aching- 
ton was not btiiuuiated by avarice, fired by ambition, nor did 
he thirst for conquest. It should ever be remembered thai he 
was never eni^^iiLCi d in any offensive war. His whole military 
career is rendered umi-v i:\<^nom and rcsplciuient, when it is 
considered that he alw ays ibughtiu deleiH'c (•f liis country. His 
mild disposition was evor reti]>octcd by the good and virtuons, 
while the vigor of his clianicter struck terror into tlie degene- 
rate and guilty. !No more lives were sacrificed under his com- 
mandy than the fate of war rendered inevitable. Although he 
always considered the exercise of strict jnetice as the most 
important duty of bis official life, yet the exercise of mercy was 
his most delightful employment Should his enemies donbt 
this, I call on them to read, if thej can, without emotion, his 
letter to Captain Aigill, conteining the pleasing yet unexpected 
tidings of 1:^8 enlargement fbom what he had long dreaded as 
a dismal con^nement 

^ Heaven seems to have sent him upon earth, to serre at 
onoe as an example of that perfection of which hnman nature 
is capable, and of that happiness it may enjoy in priyale life— 
and at the same time, to have liberally endowed him with those 
public virtnee, whidi sometimes raise human natiure above 
itseUl Jjk short, nothing seems wanting to grace the perfection 
of his diaracter. He sustained adversity with firmness, and 
prosperity with moderation. Tlie power and sublimity of his 
genius transcended the fame of Caisarj and his consummate 
wisduiii and prudence, tliat of Augustus. His superiority in 
peace, as well as in war, has been acknowledged by alL and 
even his enemies have confessed, with a sigh, his great and 
^iuing accompiishmeuts, and that he loved his country and 
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deierved the Wfm of the world. Thoagh we eaimoi expeet 
to reach the tnuucendent height of hie pablie honoie and mlli- 
tavy glory, yet with reggect to the exerciae of hie private and 
domfletic virtnem we may in aome meesnre be unitatora of him. 
Let 118, then, copy his bright eiample. Let ng live and act as 
he advisesiaDd In this way shall we more.coaTinciugly evir 
denee onr regard for his memoiy , than we shonld, were we daily ' 
to repair to his sepulchre, and bedew with tears of sincere 
rsgrety that stapeodoos monument of our oonntry's salvation." 

While attending the General Assembly, during their seseion 
at Hontpelier, in the antnnm of 1808, Judge Hall was seized 
with a violent catarrhal affection which assumed an incurable 
form, and caused his death on the 17th of May, ISOO. In his 
"Descriptive Sketch" of Vermont, pnhlighed in 1797, Dr. Johu 
A. Graham observes of Mr. IIjiU : — He " is one of tl>c judges 
of tlie Supreme court, which office he fills in such a manner as 
to reflect honour, even on so important a station. His memory 
is so wonderfully tenacious, as to make him master of eveiy 
snhject ho reads or hears, and to enable him to recapitulate 
them without the slightest iiesitation or previous study." As a 
friend, Mr. Hall was constant, contidint^, and generous. Asa 
citizen, patriotic, pulilic-spirited, and liberal. As a hn^band, 
obliging, aliectioiuite, and gentle. He was ever ready to assist 
the poor in their misery, and the atflictod in tlieir suffering. 
Nothing aroused more fully his resentment than the oppression 
of the weak by the strong.* His legal abilities were of a high 
order^ and were well suited to the times in which, and tlie peo- 
ple among whom he lived. While on the bench, his ophiioos 
were prepared with deliberatioi^ and his decisians were ever 
based in jnstioe and right Uis fund of anecdote was great, 
and a memory of surpassingly retentiye powers enabled him to 
call np on any occasion, incidents illnstrativc of whatever topic 
might he nnder oonsidenition. This remarkable facnlty, com* 

* An insUiMM of his readioMi to cqpOQN Ihe oaote of the oppressed ^as s«en 
in the attempt which he made — at a meeting of the " ohnroh of ChriBt" in Weet- 
minstor, heM on the 27th of May, 1795 — to defend Mrs. Bethiuh Ilolton, a mem, 
ber of that church, agaiuat whum he thought an undue severity waa being exer- 
on Meoont of hat ftvowal of dio hoUof **fliaft til numkind will Snolly 
bo MrtOfod to tbo Ditibo IotOV through the snfforings, death, and atonement of 
Cbriat.** An aeeoont of the proceedings on this occasion, and a rep<irt of Judgo 
Hall's remarki!, were published in the " Fant^-rV Weekly MiiBeum," on the '2d of 
June, and the 7th of July, n9&« and in the " liurai Magasiue ; or Yermout iiepo. 
aitory," for June, 1796. 
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bined witli an extennve experience of men and things, and an 
afiaide disposition, rendered his converBation not only agn"ceable 
but inetrnctive. Though dying in the fiftj-third year of his 
age, his hfe was an active one, and liis personal and political 
influence waa felt and acknowledged in the commiinitj in 
which he resided.* 



Js the year 1702, Thomas Johnson, then in the twenty>firal 
year of hie age, removed from Ilami)8tead, New Hampshire, 

to Kewbury ou the New narai>8bire Grant.?. In the service 
of Col. Jacol) JJaylcy he was entrusted with die care of that 
gcntlemau'ii lanUb, which were situated ou the west side 
of the Ckknnecticut, and were bubbequently comprised within 
the limits of Xewbury. The charter of Newbury was granted 
by IkMinlng "Wentworth, on the 18th of Marcli, 17i>o, and in 
the paine year Mr. Johnson became a resident of the town, and 
there pni-rhascd lands. At this time there was no road iu any 
direction leading tVoni Newbury, and bread-stuffs and all arti- 
cles of furniture, aL:;ri culture, ajul consumption, were brought 
on horseback from the head waters of the Merrimac, or in boats 
from Charlestown, eighty miles below. The new settlement 
rapidly increased in population, and its rich acres were soon 
converted into weU-cuUiFated farms. In the summer of 1775, 
Mr. Johnson, who then owned large tracts of land, and had 
become a succeasfal merchant, bailt for the aeooinmodiition of 
himself and family, a large house, which is still standini^ and 
which even at thia day^ la one of the beat and most apadona 
dweOingB in the town. 

At the eommenceoient of the EoTolntion, the inhabitants of 
Newbury, who wece- aaavly all Whig^ hM a town meeting, 

• Journak Am. Cong., ed. 1823, I 119, 288, 240. Sparka't Writiogi of Waali* 
ington, iu. 270. Almond Eemembraneex; ii S5S : iu. ISO: It. SS4, S17. HooM 
JheomvAMot 26th Cktng., IttMltion, Ko. 58. Deming'sCat of Vt Officers, poM- 
nm. Thomfts's (MaHs.) Spy, Dec. 13th, 1792, No, io28. Farmers' Weekly Mu- 
aeum, or New liaruj»ehTre ain] Vermont Journal, Walpole, N IL, S«pt. 8<J, HdS, 
FarmerB' Muaenm, or Literary Gazette, Walpole, H., August 18th and Sfith, 
use. GmBflmV Yt, pi 111. Beeltl«y»a B3it Tl, pb Ii4. Aeto rad LamVi 
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imd hi Am moitddibcrale raMmer dediared IliflnwBlveB inde- 
pcndeni cf QfMfc SHtan, «iid entorad Ike deelMlkii in* llw 
rtoords of tlfe»l9WK. Ikiiifaig^tiie Utltr part of limb and Ae 
•arly part of April, 1770, Mr. Jolmm traced oat on foot, 
ilmmgh an unbroken wihlemees and the meltia^ snows of spring, 
a path for a military road from Newbury to St. John &. His 
journal of the survey was sent to General Washingtcm. The 
object of this exftmination was to ascertain a practicable and 
ehort route for the invasion <>f Canada. Several other explora- 
taon«* nf a siiiiihir character were made at this period, but cir- 
cunistiincos never atterwardB ftivored an expedition which was 
80 stroiiL^ly desired, so long contemplated, and once actually 
or^nized under La Fayette. In the year 1777, Mr. Johnson at 
that time l^oldincj a rn})tain*8 commission, rRi^pd m\d took the 
coTniiiand of ;i coinjiany, which served nn<ler C-reoeral Lincoln, 
whose head-quarters were at Manchester. With this distin- 4 
gnished officer, Captain Johnson was for some time connected 
as aid-deK^amp. In September of the same year. General Lin- 
wAb B0Qt fire hundred men, of whom Captain JohnBOo's com- 
pany formed m part, to r0oiMMioitr& l!ooiidimga and Mount 
Independ^sMw Tbe ISbrmer port mm t»kea, and tho latfcer was 
besieged for several dayi. 

in a loiter to his wife, dated the I3th of September, 1777, m 
campy noar Moant Indopoad«ioe, OaptaiQ Johoson observed r-^ 
^ I havo had little sleep theee three nif^ts, for the mring of 
onmoii and iho emok^ of gm m- eentiniia&y ift our ears. 
I itnut my itliat I ftit ugly when' I int heard the firing. I havB 
had hut k/w chanoea of firing my gun st die enemy, mien I 
fired the first time) they gave me: thive for one. The eannoo- 
baUa aad the grape^bot rattle like haO^atoneai hat thej don't 
hiii nen. I d^ feel any more ooneeroed here, than I did at 
hom In wj bnaineia.'' Of fimpiiBOBera taken at Onma Point 
dnnng this ^cpedition, one hundred were p&oed hi the ^argo' 
of Captain Johnson, who oondacted them to Charlestown, New 
Hampshire, where he delivered them to a continental officer, 
who led tlicni into country c^iarters. Captain Johnson then 
returned to Newbury, where he was actively employed for 
the next four years in improving his estate. During this period 
lie was honored by the As^mbly of New York with a lieute- 
nant cohtner^ commi^ion in the militia. On account of hiB i>ar- 
ticipation in the trnnsactions at Ticonderoga, Colonel Johnsion 
was narrowly watched by the Britiahy who Bought to take him. 



Digiiized by Google 



6iS mosT SAtnBV vnnrr. 

The melliod <if Us oipliue ca liie iDioi^^ 
1781, while at Peaoliun, and ^ tMatmaDt ha laoaiTad dorisg 
hk datantioii is Oaaada, hsTe bean abaady datailed.* On tfaa 
Ml of Oatohar following, he waa rakasad on parole of honor, 
havk^ fimk pledged hia fiUlli to Qanaral Haldimand in a writ* 
ten agreanient, that, nntii he ahohid be ^ legally exahanged,'' 
he would not do of mj anything eontrary to his Majeety's 
interest or government," and wmild ** repair to whatever place 
iiib Excellency or any other, his Majeftty'e commander-in-chief 
in Auiericii,'' Bhonld designate. Tliis parole was the cause of 
great trouble and anxiety to him during the year 1782. He 
sometimes received vi>it« from spies, with whom, on account 
of ]ih peculiar relatiftis with the enemy, he wais obliged to hold 
communication. A knowledge of an intercourse of fim natnre 
BTibjected him to suspicion as a trait<.>r, and rendered bis situa- 
tion very unj>lea8ant. To free himself from an imputation «> 
galling to his honor and patriotism, he communicated to Gene- 
ral Washington all the information he had obtained during hia 
captiWiy, concerning the designs of the British ; detailed to him 
the measures he had taken to gain his liberty ; leyealed to him 
his motives for adopting the course he had pmmed since hia 
return from Canada ; enclosed him a copy of the agreement he 
had made with G^neial Haldimand ; and prayed that aome 
means might be taken to effect his exchange, and reatore htm 
topeifsetfrsedoBL 

Fnraiahed wilb letters of introdnetion ftom Ihe Hon. Meaheoih 
Weare, President of New Hampshfie, and Nathaniel Peabody, 
a rejected dtiaen <^ that state, Colonel Johnson visited Gene- 
ral Washington in the latter part of the year 1789. The reaolt 
of thia intenriew is not known. It is certain, howerer, that 
the condoet of Colonel Johnaon met widi the fhll approbation 
of General Washington. Fearing that he should be recalled to 
Canada, Colonel Johnson absented himself from home, and did 
not return until after the 20th of January, 1783, the date of the 
declaration of peace. On one occasion, ami ^\ liile subjected to 
his parole, he was informed that the Britibli had laid a plan to 
ca|)iure his friend and neighbor. Gen. Jacnh Bayley. At the 
ribk of his own life and liberty, he foruwHrncd tlie CnMuM iil of 
his danger, and enabled him to escajie it. Among the g*. ntlo- 
men with whom he was in oorrespondence, and for whom he 

• 8e«Mli^pp.4O4-40S. 
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piocnred intilligenee ocnoemlng the Eriti&h, was Capt Ebene- 
zer W«biter, of Saliabniy, N«w Hampshire, the father of Daniel 
WebfltttTy who in the year 17S3 comnuuided the militia raised 
for the pfofeeetioii of the northern fiontieai and waa atatioDed 
lor a tima at Newbmy. 

Iliepatnotiainaf Odonel Johnaoiiyihoiic^aaljeoladtoiiiany 
aevere triala) waa eTar pore and peifeet, umL bia wordi and in- 
iagpty were nodoiibted* He poaaoMod the entire oonfidanee 
of hia feUoW'tovnamen, and repreeented them in the Qeneral 
Aaaembly of Yermont, daring the yeare 1786, 1787, 1788, 178(^ 
1790, 1796, 1797, 1799, 1800, and 1801. He was bom in Harm*- 
bill, MasaachueettB, on the 22d of March, 1782, O. S., and 
died at Newbun- on the 4th of January, 1819, at the age of 
seventy-seven years. His fatiiur was John Johnson, who was 
bom in Ilaveiliiil, MiiSt^achusetts, on tlie 15th of iSoveinber, 
1711. His great-great-gmiidfather was William Johnson, who 
in the year 1G34 or 1C35 was one of the founders and proprie- 
tors of Charlestowii, ^la&bachu setts, and who emiji^rated from 
Heme Hill, in the county oi Kent, Eiifrlaiid. Edward John- 
sou, a brother of "William, M'as a proprietor and founder of ' 
Wobiirn, Massachusetts, and was the author of a quaiat hiatoiy 
of the colony, wlueh haa now become a rare work.* 



When the town of Deerfield was destroyed by the Indians, on 
the 29th of February, 1703, Joseph Kellogg, then a lad of 
twelve, with his brother Martui Jr^ and his sisters Joanna and 
Bebeoca, was taken captiye and carried to Canada. Here he 
Temained with the Indiana a year, and waa then delivered to 
the French, with whom he spent the tea yeais aaeoeediog. 
During thia time he travelled with traders, ai^ by partieipating 
in ibeir negotiaticna, not only aeqnired the Freneh language^ 
but the tongues of all the tribes of Indians with which the 
iVench were engaged in traffic. Of the dialect of the Mohawks 
hia knoiriedge was eapedally thorough. In this manner, to use 

* M*^S. in the p/n^ession of the Johnson fnnnly. Power«V Hi§t Sketchee of the 
Coos Coniitry, 48, 180. 181, l'.ll-2'21. I>«ini9g*» C«t ©f Vt Offio«r% JMMI^ 
Orahttiu * l>«a«riptiTe sketch of VU, p. 149. 
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Ui mm iipiDMiMiMj 1m ^ got ialo • very good bnsmeea, 
80 « tD gel OQMdaiilila of moneyt And oUmt iUb^ 
somolj to oopport himself, and was xmder M» WBtwikt at idl.** 
Ti^ldllog to ooliottations of liis brotliOTf and ^nM^agod hj 
OoloDfll Stoddard and Mr. Williame, be n^tm a » i ii— fctntko 
jwr in^^aad ^ jfeais later ««• plaoed la liiaipijrcifvilihii- 
ment Tbw did h» obtain a liifalihood iia1il4he^>Mr^«i% 
wben he was etiiplo3red hy the province 'of MwaBkilteiMy 
to peiferai joumeye to OMuida, Albany, «b4 olM'<6Mlift 
plaoea. Of his mom epedlie^ntiee there otaiacnirfn<aiftil>i itaii, 
vhich, it is reaaonable to sappooe, u)ay be regarded ai4i4iliiek 
£a 1722^ he commanded a oonipany of tea mm iat WMkMA* 
It abo appears bra meniiM^dimi dated the 26tfi'ef July, in 
the fiamo year, that ho iviis a lieutenant under Samuel Barnard, 
itiid acted also lu-. in iiitorpretei. ile wae captain of a com- 
pany at Deerfie'ld in 17-^, uud ol another at 8ufiield, Connecti* 
cut, fn)m Kovem])er, 17'>3, to May, 17'24. On the 9th of 
X(Ht;iui>u-. i7'IS. he was uiJer^^d fa gcmit on the imilli^m fron- 
tier of Iifntn»-1 1 i Pi* coiintv. iiic okiU in Indian fsi^vn^^lc^ ay>d 

L 

luodcfi of aiiibussii utid WHriHre, enablf^H h'm to Tn* <'r tlu' savii^e 
foe on terms almost equal. In oboilivnce to a comjimiKl dated 
tlie 22(1 of May, 1724, Colonel Kollog-g, as he was then design 
nated, attended an Indian conference at Albany, in company 
with Oolouel Stoddurcl. In the same year he sent oat eevenl 
eeoQting parties, of whose routes and doings he preserved- • 
jonmal, which he afterwards sent to Lieut.-Gov. Williani Dum?- 
mer. As a specimen of docnmenti of this kind, it ia hero te^ 
sorted: — 
^ Hay it please your HoDOor. 

'^fhieee wait 19011 your Bkmiir, to present nj hnmble Dnty 
to yon, and acquaint yon wlfli mj prooeediiig;^ Fmaoaat to 
yoor otder, I have sent out eetml aoofnts, an aoeoinnt of w* I 
hare present your Honour wilb. 
The fiiet on Korember SO, w* went en y* west side of Con* 
neotient IfiTW, and erossbg y* West Wmt want np to y« 
Great Falls and rstonied, making no dlsooveiy of any 
Enemy. 

The next scout went up y* West River 6 miles, and then 
crossed y* wood up to y* Great FailB, and returned, making 
no discovery of any new signs of an enemy. 
**Tlie next scout, I sent out w^tfrom IS'orthfield about 12 miles 
and from thence northward, crossing West liiver thro y* 
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woods ; then eteoring eaat, they cam to jf* Canoo plaae aboali 
16 or 17 miles abor/e ^NortlifiekL 

The Jiext Afiout I mt oat ooEtfawwt, abont^ mllM^ and <Jma 
' they ateevad noi^ until they crossed West Biyer, and m tkvo 
y^woodatojr* Qmtiteadowbak>w7* QiMi'F«ib,lii«ii thay 
croaaed Qoniiaotifint Bi w and Aame down ^ j* Eaat aide 
nntiU they came to Korthfield witJioat any iiew,I)iaeo^6ry, 
Hub Meadow being about 82 sulea ftom Noiibfiald. 
^ Tkd next aooBt I aeat up y* "Wiaafe Btw Moiintain, and tfaana 
to liodge on y« top aad vvm ;£veiiiiig apd Mmhig for 
aafMiftlBsaiid fiom tbance, np to y' mooatain^t Gbeat FaUa 
and tiiefe alao to Lodge on y* top and riem morning and 
evening for moaksj but making uq diaoovi^ry, lOr 

turned. 

*' Tiie next bcout, I sent up y*" Wti»t Ivivor 5 miles and then 
north till they canie upon Sextons River, 6 miles from y* 
mouth of it, w** empties it self at y* iWot of y* Great Falls, 
and then they came down till they uime to y* mouth oi' ii^ 
and 60 returned, but made no discovery of any enemy. 
"T have here given your Ilnnoiir a true account of thcAevcral 
scouts I have sent out, and 1 should have sent out many more, 
but y* great difficulty of high water and unfavorable weather, 
and very shppery going and aoowi haa pcaventad gi^atar < 
proceedings therein." 

* f iadioig that these employraeotoi though necessary and labo- 
rioiUi Bcarcely afforded him the meaoa of iiiring, he petiticmed 
the General Court of Maaaachnaetts, on the 4th of Janoaij, 
1727, &xr ^Bom» lewai'd or assistance." In anawer to Ua 
prayer, a grant waa made bim of two hnmdred ama of ibe'iu^ 
Impropriated kada in the oom^y of Hampahijra> In tbeaane 
year, Fort Bnmmer waa ccnwerted into a .ganiaooed Ivading* 
houae^ aad tbe charge of waa given, .to Oaptab '^9^^^*gg^ 
Hiere he leBaalned aa coroanander and tmcfemaater iiatU the 
year 1740. But tbeee empkymanta did sot bioder hiaa from 
engaging in otheta. He waa appointed 4^ the 19th of October, 
1733, with Timothy Bwight and William Cbandlar, to % ont 
the townships at Pequoiag, and on Aahnelot river in New 
Hampshire. Li the year 1736, he received a warrant to act as 
interpreter for the Bay province to the Indian nations, which 
warrant was confirmed by a more epecitic commission, dated in 
1740. From this time until the year 1749, he received pay 

from the Fort Dummer establishment as interpreter, ai^dy 
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•eoortfiiig to hk own candid iteteinent, acted as flach with 
great fidelity, and to llie acoeptance, as he hopea, of the goyem- 
mmt" He was praent at the Indian cxjnferaoce held aft iht^ 
kirt, <m the 6lli and 6th of October^ 178T, and bore an imjKiit- 
ant part in the traasaetionB of that oeeaeion. From 1749 until 
1758, he was Tarioualj oecnpied, bnt, aa it appean ftom a peti- 
tion dated on the SOik of Haj, in tibe Urtter year, had not at 
that time leoeiTed pajr fbr hk Bonrioea daring thelbfor yean 
preeediag. He was alio employed Ibr fifteen niNiIha ai aa 
i n te rpr eter in Ae lehool whieh waa esNibluhed by^trBtir. 
John Sergeant and Ephraim Williams, Esqr., at fitod^ridge, 
for tlie education of Indian youths. In the year 1754, he was 
present at the celebrated Albany treaty, which was attended 
by a greater ninuber of respectable personagcfi, from the seve- 
ral provinces and colonies, than had met upon any similar occa- 
sion.'' ' 

Hi8 8ervices in behalf of government do not seem to have 
met with the rewaixi they merited, aud a petition present^ by 
him to the General Court, on the 29A of May, 1755, ghows 
that the arrearages for which he had asked two years before, 
had not yet been paid him. In the year 1756, though broken 
in health, and at the age of sixty-elx, he was persuaded by 
General Shirley to accompany him as an interpreter to Oswego. 
The fatigue incident to the undertaking proved too great for hia 
enfeebled constitution, and he died before the completion of the - 
jonmeyi and was buried at Schenectady. He was the beat 
interpreter in his day that New Enghind had^" obaervea the 
Ber. Gideon Hawleyi ** and was employed upon eveiy oeca- 
aion." It ia aiqppoaed he was bom in Snffidd, Oonnecticnt 

Martin EeUogg Jr., the brother of Joeeph, well known by 
the name of Captain Kellogg, and who was eaptored at the 
boxning of Deerfield and taken to Canada, escaped from Mon- 
treal in company with three others, in Hay or Jnne, 1705, and 
returned home. In the month of August, 1708, while on a 
scouting expedition to White river, in the present state of Ver- 
mont, he was again taken prisoner by the Indians, but biicceeded 
in dibchaiging his gun and wounding one of his enemies in the 
thigh before his capture. He was a second time conveyed to 
Canada, and during his life was compelled on several occasions 
to make involuntary journeys of a similar njiturc, to that pro- 
vince. He was remarkable for hiti couniijt' and l>- Klily strcnicih, 
and many stories were related of his feats aud ejcpioits in early 
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Wd. Lfike Itis Inrotiter) he was empbjed in the miflncii school 
at 8tod:biidgey where it is believed Ids labom wete aooeptable. 
He lived at Newington, near Fsimiiigion, in Ooonectieiit, 
where it is supposed he died^ about the year 1758. It is not 
known at what time Joanna, one of the sisten of Joseph and 
Martin, rotnmed home. Tke otibter sister, Eebecca, who was 
abont three yean- old at the time of her capture, resided among 
the Canghnawagas in Canada, until she was a maiden grown. 
On iicr return, she became the wife of Jieiijuiniii Asliloy. In 
the year 17'>'^>. when Mr. — afterwiirds the Rev.— (lideoii Ilaw- 
ley, of Marts] 1 pee, was eiuploycd witli others, to vitsit tlie Iiidians 
at Onohoghgwage or Oqnngo, now the tc>wn of Windsor, in 
BrooHie county, Kew York, she accompanied tlic mission, and 
was regarded as " a very good sort of woman, and an extraor- 
dinary interpreter in tlie Iroquois language." She resided at 
Onohoghgwagc until the time of her death, wliich took place 
in August, 1757, and was buried at that phice. She was much 
lamented by the Indians. Her Indian name was Wansanma.* 



SAKUKL JLNWUT 

oocufhd a position of fpwit 

inftnenoe and high respecta* ^ 
bility among the lawyers who practised at the bar of Cnmbe]> 

land county prior to the BeYolntion. His commission as an 

attorney-at-law in "his Majesty's courts of record" in that 
county, was dated the 23d of June, 1772. The uiily appoint- 
ment which he held under the proviTice of New York, wii8 that 
of commisfeiuner to adnnnister oaths of ulhce. This he received 
on the 18th of February, 1774. He was present at the affray 
which occurred at "Westminster on the 13th of March, 1775. 
At the inquest which was held on the body of William i'rench, 
who vrm shot on that occasion, he, with four others, was de- 
clared guilty of his death. The conduct of Mr. Kjiight imme- 

* JounuOi Gka. Ck>iift Umk Bay, p m ti m. USA. ia vOm 8m. 8l»to Umh 
llMi.HiibO<i]L,iT.0V: kUS. Bio0.]l«ni.<ilBeT.Mi]iWil]iMMbPP^B4klia 
Hist WwtllMA, 1158. D«M.BfatN.7.»iU.108S-104<. HojA Indian Wan, 
pp^ 1S9. 
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diately after this eveut, is described in a footriioto to that mc«t 
entertaioiug tale, hy the Hon. Daniel P. ThoQ»p^% entitled 

The Rangers ; or tlie Tory's Daughter." Th$ fkcjte narratedi 
in this foot-note rest on the authority of ^^ a/k ag^d apd disttQ;*. 
guiahed early settler" of Vermont, and ar^ given in his own 
words : — I have heard J.udge Samuel Kaig^ dosc^-ihe the^ 
tr«pid«tioii thAt seiwd a portion of tha QOinmiiwjtgr) vdben^ 9lftm 
the inmRiQ»>| «p4 Oft the rising of the Burroiu»dHlgi.9«»«|Qt(h^ 
thej came to Imok tfie excited steto of the popnlf^, 
related how he and wiother member of the b^ji; (J^t^fW*.! 
thinky vho wae afterwards attomeyHBeoretaiy of Ifti^t^, Beo^^ 
hurried down to the riTer, and finding there a. boat (mh a^, 
was need m thqae timea fon eavr} ing seiaea or nets at the duMt 
and salmon fiBhing-gronnda, which weie fine^nent tm both sidear 
the rlver^ below the Great FaUa), they paddled. thMsiaahpe% 
acrosB, and all 6bj under a log in die pwe Ibsert oppoaitoj 
the town ; and when nig^ came, went to Panon Feaawiden'e, 
at Walpole, and obtained a horse ; so that, by riding and tying, 
they got out of tlie country till tlie storm blew over, when 
Knight retunied to Brattleboruugli." 

From Westminster, Knight went to Boston, and thence to the 
city of New York, wliere he arrived on tlie 2^^th of March. 
On his return to Brattleborono^h in the course of the following 
sninuier, lie reHiuned his prutessioual duties, but does not appear 
to have taken any very active part in the struggle between 
Great Britain and the colonies. When Vermont was declarL-d 
a se])arate and independent state, lie strenuonBly favored tii© 
jurisdiction of New York on the " Grants,'' and strove to effect 
a recohciliation between the contending parties. In the suppljt 
bill passed by the L^jg^skiture of New Yodc on tlie^^th. of No^ 
vember, 1778, £60 were voted to him as a reimbnnement of 
hia '^ezpences in attending upon the Legislature, on thobuai 
neea of quieting the diborders prevailing in the north-eastern 
parte of this state*'' Satisfied, at length, that New York would, 
never be able to maintain her claim to the ^ Grants," he becameu 
an <3f9ia snppontei; of the government of Yermont, He afieiv 
wards removed tQ.GtuJfordj^and in the year 178X wa& appointed, 
a justice of the peace. Owing to the diaconteat of some of the. 
eitiaens of that portion of the state, who believed him to be in- 
footed not only with sentiments fhvorable to New- Yoric, but 
with Tory principles, he waa suspended froip office by the 
Oouneil on die 12th of April of the same year. He was rein- 
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stated on the 25th of October following. He occupied the ]^osi- 
tion of iii"bt jiitl"!^ of Windham county during the years 1786, 
1794, 1795, and 1801, and presided m chief jnstiee in the 
Supreme court of the state from 1789 to 1793. In his "De- 
scriptive Sketcli of Yennont," Dr. John A.Graham observes 
of Judge Kniglit : — " He was bred to the law; is a gentleman 
of ^eat abilities ; and lias reTidered many e<isential services to 
his I'eiiow-eitizens, but, I am sorry to add, they have by no 
means been recf>mpen.Red as they ought to be. To JMLr, ILnight 
that celebrated line of Pope may truly be applied, 

" *Ajk lunuat nuui the noblest work of God."** 



LUKE KNOWLTOa. 

LuKK IvNowLTuN was bom in Shrewsbury, "Worcester county, 
MassachuBetts, and was married to Sarah Holland, who bore 
him three sons and four daughters. He removed to Xewfane 
in the year 1772, where be lived until the time of his death, 
which occurred on the 12th of December, IBIO, at the age of 
seventy-three years. The third charter of the township of I< ew- 
fane was granted by the gOYemment of New York on the 11th 
of May, 1772, to Walter Franklin and twenty others, most of 
whom were inhabitantB of New York city. On the day follow- 
ing, the charter waa ooaveyed to Luke Knowlton and John 
Taylor, of Worcester county, Massachusetts. Tlie town was 
organized on the 17th of May,. 1774, and on that occasion 
Enowlton was choean town-derl^ and held that post for sixteen 
yean. He was town repraentatiYe in the Qeneval Assembly 
of Yennont in the years 1784, 1788, and 1789 ; a member ii 
the Conncil from 1790 to 1800, indnsive ; a member of the 
oonstitnticmal convention in 1793 ; and a judge of the court of 
Windham connty from 1787 to 1793. 

In his Letters from Vermont," John Andrew Graham 
refers to Mr. Knowlton in a very complimentary manner^ in 
connection with a few remarks relative to Newfane. ** This 
town, ' the writer observs, " owes its consequence in a great 

• Th» 8«Bgmi i S2, SS. N. Y. Gazette, Monday, April 1 0th, 1776. Graham's 
Letters, pp. 109, IKX iMn of N. T., 1 777-1783,* Uoilfa od, 47. Doe. Hist. 
H. Y.. iT. lQi2. 
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mtmm to Mr. Lake Knowltoo, a leading eharacter, and a man 
of gteat ambitioii and eoterpriae^ of few wordsi but poaBweed 
of the keeneit pero^tioii) and an almoel intoitm knowledge 
of kninaa nature, of which he ia a perfect jodge* 13ua gentle- 
man, owing to the partiealarnfeetliod in which he haa tnuuacted 
bnsineBi^ haa obtained the appellation of Saint Lnke^ Tonng 
Mr. Enowlton it a practitiooer at the bar. He la modesti inge- 
nnooa, and meater of abilitiea that give a £ur promise of hia 
beooniiDg a moat valiiable citiaen. Saint Luke ia the owner 
of mnch the beet and most ^H^g/Kot bnUdings in the placa'' 
Calvin Knowlton, the young man referred to in this extract, and 
a Bon of Luke Kuowlton, gradnated at Dartmoutli G)llege iu 
1788, and was educated in tiie law. lie ailtirncd his profeosion 
l>y his learning and ability, and his vvurtli wiic, acknowledged 
by all who knew him. He died on the 20th of January, 1800, 
aged thirty-nine yearB. 

On the 12th of September, 1780, Lnke Knowlton was fur- 
nished by Gov. George Clinton with an introductory letter to 
the New York delegates in CJongres^, and soon after visited 
Philadelphia for the purpose of urging upon Congress the ne- 
cessity of settling the controversy between New York and Ver- 
mont The result of his mission has been stated in another 
place.* Previous to the year 1784, Mr. Knowlton gave in hia 
adherence to the government of Vermont, and became a citizen 
of that state. In the division of the $30,000 which New York 
received from Vermont, on the accession of the latter state to 
the Union, Mr. Knowlton received $249.53, on account of the 
losses he had sustained, by being obliged to give np lands 
which he had held under a New York tiUe. 

It is much to be regretted that so litde ia known of Ihe life 
of a man of the ability <^ Lnke Knowlton* The Hon. PanL H. 
Knowlton, who resides at the village of Knowlton, in the town- 
ship of Broome, 0. and is a member of the Legislative 
Gonncil of Oanada, possesses no records of family biography 
relating to hia ente^iising and intelligciit grandfii&er.f 

• See attU, pp. 3bl, U%. 

f Thooipioii^ Tl, (tot ULp^lU, ihtk^ BtMr^T* Skalth of Yt, 1797. 
p. ICS. Dmi Hkt ir. T., Iv. 10S4. 

An aocoont of fhe «NidiMl <^ Loke KnoiHloB during tlit tdM ia ipUeh the 

Bnt^h in Cntiat^n vrf*r^ endeavoring to-oTitAfn po<w<»«»«Ton of Yerrrinnt, and of the 
ffu^picions which thia conduct ezeited, ia given in the aketch of the li£e of SAMcn 
Wblui, 
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OF Putney, by commissions dated the iLff^tL^aSk 
16th of July, 1766, was appointed aeoond ^trr^'^^SSf 
judge of the Inferior conrt of Common PleM^ and a jnadoe of 
the peace lior Cnmberland ooimty. Thtte commuakms were 
renewed on two sabseqnent occasions, and he was oontinaed in 
effloe imtil the commencement of the Bevolatian. He was also 
appmnted by a writ of dedimus paUtMem^ a commissioner to 
^ swear aU officera" ehoeen in that connly, and held the office 
until the 14lh of Apxfl, 1779. Be^^ecting hia abililM8» (hei^ 
are no means of deciding ; hnt cf h» nprightneea and candor, 
as a man and as a judicial officer, there can be no doubt A 
few months previous to the time for appointing judges in the 
year 1773, Ifr. Lord was desirous of withdrawing fnm, the ser- 
Tice of the prorince. In his letter to GoTomor Try on, dated the 
d9th of January, he declared his reasons for widiing to retire, 
in these words : — " I, being now arrived at the sixty-eighth 
year of my age, and attended with the infirmities common to 
advancing years, Biich as great deafness, loss of memory, dim- 
ness of sight, and at times, a par;i] \ tic tremor in my hands, <fec., 
•which disqualifies me for the full, free, ;uid perfect discluirge 
of the offices of second judge of tlie Inferior court of C<->inmon 
Pleas, and justice of the peace, whicli I liave bustaineil in the 
county f«-)r several vearg la«t ]»ast — and Itaving a desire to retire 
from public business and Bpend the remainder of my days in a 
calm retirement therefrom, and couceni myself in imtliing else, 
but doing good to my numerous family and neigiibors, and 
praying for the KING, your Excellency, and all others the 
King's officers, and prepare for a glorious zMMOBTALrnr — ^there- 
fore humbly entreat your Excellency to appoint some other per- 
son to said offices in my room and stead.'' 

Having been informed that his colleague had tendered his 
resignationi Judge Chandler wrote to Governor l^on» begging 
him to oontimie Judge Lord in office in the next commiBsiony 
and Bi^gesting the propriety of rewarding him for his past ser- 
vices — especiaUj for his eflbrts in quelHng a disturbance in 
which the inhabitants of Windsor had been engaged<— bj graat» 
ing to him some of the " unappropriated lands'' & Ae provincei 
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wliicli the late Gov. Benning Went worth bad coiivcyecl to him^ 
self, the title to whicb, by a subsetj^ueiit resuhe of tlie present 
Governor and the CoimcU of New Ilainpsbire, had been de- 
clared void. Previous to this time, the court had been consti- 
tuted with three judges. A fourth was added in the next com- 
miseion, and Judge Lonl was continued^ but with the under- 
standing that he was to take ouly as little share of the bordeiL 
of the office" upon himself ae should bt agreeable to him. 
^ His Excellency," wrote Governor Tryon, in a letter 4«t8d liia 
of Aprily " deairat of vetaining in office tlic most r«- 
^MOtable pmont in the coni^fy, could not think of iqipointing 
•nypenoii in yonr rto nd>" The Utile that ia hmm ei ^dna 
worthy maipstEBte is 90 frrorable, that a natoal ngjrtt arisee 
^ dia abaence cf the data whidi might anpply die iarnfli of 
hia Ulb, abaiaofeVi and Mrwiom,* 



WILLIAM PATKBSOH. 



/"^^ r-^-y^ /f} —7^ — ■ prominency of the 

UV: part borne by this indi- 

Tidnal in the affray at 
Weetniinster, lias given his name a notoriety. Of the man 
hiiuFcIt' little is known. William Paterson is said to have been 
of Irish and Scotch descent, and is supposed to have been bom 
in Ireland. Following in the train of his friend, Crean Bmsh, 
he removed to Westminster in the year 1772 or 1773, and in 
October of the latter year received from the Council of Ap- 
pointment of the province of New York the shrievalty of Onm- 
berland county, which office he held until the authority of Great 
Britain ceased to be recognized on the Granta." Of iJie man- 
ner in which he oondncted at the Westminster Massacre,* an 
acconnt has already been g{Ten.t In his histoiy of the ^Ame- 
rican Loyalists^'* Mr. fiabine, in dosing a sketch of the erenta 
of March ISth, observes of Patmon ^— " That be ivaa veiy 
mnoh in ftnilt, in the transaotiooa ninch eonneet bis name with 
sad deeds here briefly considered, hardly admits of a 

• XML Biit x. ir. UMIS^ iMiiea. 
t «MeNHab|tS» 
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doubt, and appeare as well from the statements of the Loyalists, 
as trom the report of the Whig eomuiittee." Aller suffering 
imprisonment in the Court-house at Westminster, until Sun- 
day, the 19th of Marcli, lie, with several of his friends, was 
placed in charge of a body of the "Wliio^s, who gnarded him to 
Northampton, where he was again placed in confiTieiiu itt. 
How long he rcmaliiLHl at Northam]>ton does not appear, but 
he did not obtain a linal discharge nntil the 22d of November 
following. It would be pleasant, could we tear aside the veil 
oC oblivion ivlftich shrouds his history in obscurity, or explore 
liM recess^ in which are buried those little data, wbich, were 
Hiey all gathered, would reveal more fully the transactlonB of 
hm lifeu But the veil appeare impenetrable to mortal eyes, and 
the very loeafi^ of the reoeeBes we would emgkae k yet to be 
detannined* 



CWillgilW FHKLP6, 

SON of Nathaniel Phelps, was 
bom at Northampton, Massa- 
chusetts, on the 15th of August, 
1717, and was educated in the 
profession of the law. He married Dorothy, a daughter of 
Hezekiah Root, of the same place, on the 24th of April, 1740, 
and aitervvar ds removed to Iladley, where he resided for many 
years. In the charter of Marlborougli, which town was the 
third on the New Hampshire Grants granted by Gov. Benning 
Wentwortli, liis naiiie appears as one of the original grantees. 
This charter, Avhic li was dated the 29th of April, 1751, was re- 
newed on the iilst of September, 1701, and again renewed on 
the 17th of April, 1764. On the last occasion, power was 
given to Charles Phelpa to call town meetings, and the name 
of JVeio Marlborough ww anbstituted for that of Marlborough* 
But the prefix, although used by the Phelps family for a time^ 
waa never received wil^ favor. Tn the year 1764, Mr. Phelpsi 
with his family, removed to Marlborough, for the purpose of 
commencing a settlement on the lands which he held from 
New Hampehire. On IcBuming thit the King, hv an Order in 
Crmncil dftted the BJth of Jaly, 1764^ had eatabiiabed the 
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western bankg of the river Connecticut " ag the easteni boiin- 
dai'y line of New York, he applied to tlie Governor of that 
]>n)vince, on the 15tli of Octol>er, 1765, for a charter contirraa- 
tory of the charter ol Alarlhi trough, and renewed his apphcation 
in October of tlie following year. It does not api>ear that his 
request was favorably answered. Notwithgtauding this failure 
to secure tlie title of hi© lands, he was convinced that the Xew 
Ilanipshire Grants were now within tiie jurisdiction of New 
York, and henceforth became a subject of tiiat province. Re- 
siding on the Grants'' at a time anterior to the establifihinent 
of anj of the forms of government within its bounds, and hav- 
ing beeo iDstnunental in obtaixung the patent for Cnmberlaod 
eoantj, he grew np, as it were, witk thk firat dtvision of the 
dtspiited territory, labored for its bene^t, and iinally reoeiv«d 
as his reward the lion's share' in the bitter fmita of its over- 
throw. After soffering hj fine, imprisonmenty oonfiaoatioQ of 
property, and banishment from Vermont, on account of hia 
devotion to New York, he at length took the oath of allegiance 
to the former state. His feelings, however, underwent but lit* 
tie change^ and nntil the day of his dealh, he retained the 
strongest antipathy against the government which had been 
the means of destroying his own happiness, and fisikleriDg his 
honsehold die abode of sorrow and insani^. 

His eccentricities, which at first were neither many nor 
strongly marked, were not regarded with that leniency 
which would have tended to make them less the objects of 
notice. On this account, and by reason of the Miifcrings which 
his attachment to !New York induced, Km peculiarities increased 
with age. Between the years 1770 and 1772, at the expense 
of the proprietors of the town of Marlborough, he built a kind 
of log bam near his dwelling, to which he gave the name of a 
meeting-honse, but it was never used as such, except by bis 
own family. Tlic causes which ]vd to bis dismissal, and that 
of his son Timotiiy, from the churcii, are not known. At the 
bar, Mr. Fhelps is said to have bc^n intolerable, by reason of 
the length of his pleadings. The four hours allowed him by 
the eonrt would otten bring him to tlie threshold only of his 
atgnment, and he was frequently obliged to atop witiieftt toneh- 
ing upon the merits of the case. 

When, in the year 1775, the people residing on the eastetn 
side of the Green Mountains evinced their hatred of oppresnon 
by their acts at Westminster on the 18th of March, Mr. Phelps 
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approved of the onrsc then pursued, and, inasmuch as n volt 
from British domination, and opposition to New York exac- 
tions, were at that time deemed identical in Bpirit, since the let- 
ter was the result of the former, he exerted hia influence in 
resisting the encreaehments of despotism, and in endeavoring 
to establish a new order of thingB. But when New York had 
thrown off her alleti^iancc to Great Britain, and had entered 
into &e war of the Eevolntion with a spirit as determinod aa 
that di^layod hy har sfeter colonies, he adknowledged her jniia- 
diotion, and unitiDg with the nujoiitf of the inhabitantB on the 
^GrantBy" oAwed hia senrioeB Ibr the good of the thirteon eokh 
nicBi as a dtiaen of l^ew Toik For nearly two yeaia, aenti- 
mentB like thew respecting the anthority and jnrifldiotion of 
Kew York prevailed on the Qraata,'* and he is a bold and an 
u nmform ed man who would dare to assert that, previons to the 
year 1777, or even daring die first half of that year, the j)e<;^ 
were in fSstor of a separate state. 

On one occasion, Mr. Phelps, with a eingiilarity of behavior 
not easily to be accounted for, was engaged in a scheme to effect 
the annexation of Vermont to Massachusetts. Of the truth of 
this statement, the evidence is iis follows. In a depositirm made 
by Phineas Freeman, at Marlborough, on the 19tii of January, 
1783, the deponent testified that in the latter part of June, 
177!*, Charles Phelps set out fmm that town with the avowed 
object of Lining to Bennington, for the purpose of cniipolting 
with a committee of (>»ngress who were to meet there, and pre- 
senting to them the ciaimfi of Xew York to the disputed terri- 
tory of the " Grants." The de{)onent also stated, that in a con- 
versation which he held with Mr. Phelps previous to his depar- 
ture, Mr. Phelps declared tliat "he did not act out of good will 
to the state of Kew York, but to throw the people of Yermont 
into confusion ; that his ultimate design was to procure the ter- 
ritory of Yennont to be annexed to the Biqr state ; that he 
looked npon the anihority of New York as composed of as oos^ 
mpt a set of men as were ont of hell ; that he abhorred them 
as mndi as he did any set of men on earth ; that he woold as 
soon come nnder the Infernal Frinee as vnder the state of New 
Yoikf and would as soon put manure in his podoet as a com- 
mission fiom New York*** 

But this episode in the histoty of his attachment to New 
Yoilc did not long continue. When, in the summer of 1779, 
the friends of New Yorit in Oumberiand county determined to 
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petition tilt' Legi^iat m u ' »f that ^tate for relief from the numerous 
inconveniences hv w liirh uivy were gurrounded, lie was chu&en 
to bear their tiieinoriai to Kiiignton. Thence lie was deput%*d 
by the Legislature to carry the ftaine document to Philadel- 
piiia. Of the manoer in which he occupied the five weeks 
which he Bpettt Mi Ibat city, some opinion may be formed from 
« ktter written on the 7th of October, 1770, hy J«im Jay to 
George Clinton, and entnuted to Fhtitf^ tm he wM about to 
leave PhOadelpliiA on his retfun. That tha crafUneaB and vote- 
bUitgr whkdi a ha taal eri aed him at n Uwyari ahould have been 
«ppaieot at this oaaming eriaift, ie not ait aE Maarkable. " Yon 
«iU receive tliia hf Mr. Pllelp^" wteta Jay, ''of wboee tdeliljir 
la New Yoi^ I bttve m good epimoii, tfao' I Q«»w»t tftprnfre ef 
all ]m mmBvnm to aerve the stale on tbie oceaB Ott . He ap- 
pean neltber to want tabnti or ml , bwt Ibe latter ie net alwasye 
•ooording to knowledge, and tbe Ibrmer eairiea bbn lonetiBMB 
into fineaae. One of the New Hampdiire de lega toa told me 
tbat Phelpa, in order to engage bim againit yeniOD% endea- 
TOMd to pevsnade bim that New Ilianqnbire bad n to a 
number of townships in it ; and he Anther told ne, that on 
coni]>aring notes with the Maisachaaetts delegates, he found 
tliat Phelps had been playing the same game with them. This 
story he told me in the presence of some o! iiie MassachnaettB 
delejjateR, ^vho smiled uiid were silent. I luu o never said any- 
thing of this to Phelps, because it conld have answered no good 
purpose, and I mention it to you, tis a circuin«tanee which 
marks the man. lie has, howes er, by talking ou the subject 
with everybudy, done good. In my opinion, his expenses 
ahonld be paid without hesitation, and he sliould be so treated 
as to go hmne iu pert'ect good humour with the Legislature, for 
whom be now professes great regard and esteem, and 1 beliefe 
be ii aaoere in his attaohmeiit. Men of his turn and talk ai^ 
always useful, wben properij directed. It is ealalj done (m 
bie eaae] by enee«ni|^g tbe good opinion be anataiae of bli 
efwn bnportance." 

In one of tbe ietten wbtcb Mr. Pbelpe wMe wbih» in Pbikh 
4e1pbia, be detaiieA to Gorereor Clinton the ai j g naae n ls which 
be wm in lim baWt of employingi in bis attottpts at proeelytism 
among tbe members of Oongreas. Among olbsr etateanenlB 
ydAch be made was tbe fblkwiag I endeaTor,'* he wrote, 
■*to indnoe then to beliere Ae truth that if OeogTess don't 
tmasediately interpose, there wili be a great effttnoa of blood 
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a8 soon as I return home ; and that if it sho^ild he bo, all the 
world will know at whose door it will be charged by all Ame- 
rica." To his efibrt8, however, was due the passage of certain 
resolutions, the effect of which it was generally ex{>60tod would 
be to hring the controversy to an end. Though this result was 
not e^Baoted, yet it cannot be doubted that, at the tine» the m- 
flnence of Mr. Phelps as an old-faehioaed lobby-member, wiS 
greater then that of any of tlie other i^gtBta who were interested 
in the management of this qaeation. Tliat he fully estimated 
tfie value of his own eervioes, appears from the application 
which he afterwards made to the Le^^iahilBre of liew Yoik fin: 
additional paj. If the state woald ^glvte even n eommon 
soayengter as Kuidh as his pooket expense^^ he argned that he 
eertainlj dessrred well fi>r eondiicting ^ matters of sneh gnat 
weight, delioai^) and eonseqnence," with ee mneh skill and 
penererance. His petition was read in 4be Assembly on the 
14th of Febmary, 1760. A few days later, the cmnmittee to 
whom it was vefemd reported eontmry to its prayer, and the 
Assembly refused to grant the extra, allowanea Notwithatsnd- 
iag this disappoiolmont, Mr. Phelps still lemahied faithM to 
17ew York. In a letter to Govemor Clinton, dated the 1st of 
September, 1780, he asked for advice with reference to tlie 
course lie bIiouUI pursue towards liis neighbors who difterod 
from itiin in opinion. He even went go far as to propose the 
expediency of taking lour or five of them prisouer^, and con- 
fininpr them at Kingston, in order to be avenged upon "the vile 
\'( 1 iiioiiLci^i" for the sufferings they had indicted upon the 
Yurivers. Hcferring to the influences wliicli liad been exerted 
against tlie new state, he declared tluit he arui liis boub had 
"done more to overtum" it, than all the peoplr rtaiding in tliat 
vicinity. Alluding to the manner in which hie services luid 
been received, he stated that twenty thoosaad doUaia WOttld 
not make good the losses he had suffered. 

Continuing in tliis manner a strenuous oppopition to Vermont, 
despite the privations which it incurred — sutibring ofteu from 
the panishineats wLidi generally foUowed disobedi^e to the 
laws — engaging not unfre(pioTul y in penonal confliets with the 
sheriff or his depaties — Mr. Fhelps, although he inigiht have 
yielded the contest witli honor, sinoe New Yoric was anable to 
support her authority in Vermont, peneTered in the course he 
had ohoaen, with a determinatioa to pursue it ev^ to the end. 
In the month of Jane, 17S2, he reeetred from New Teck the 
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appointment of justice of the court of Oyer and Terminer and 
General Jail Delivery, and of justice of the peace and of the 
quorum, for Cumberhmd county. At the same time, he was 
commissioned to swear all otiicers, both civil and niilitan*', who 
should serve in that county. James Clay and Hilkiah Grout 
were appointed his colleagues in the latter position, but up to 
the 10th of July following, according to his own declaration, 
they had refused to administer to him tlie oatlis of office, on 
account of the fear in which they stood of the indignation of 
the majority of the people. With the honors of these new 
apj^Kjintments clustering thick upon him, Mr. Phelps imagined 
himself almost invincible to any power which his opponenii 
might employ against him. But tlie revelations of the month 
of Sej>tember, 1782, at which time Timothy Church, "Kmothy 
Phelps, Henry Evans, and William Shattuck, were deprived 
of their property, and banished from the state for treason, and 
when Charles Phelps escaped a like punishment by flight — the 
revelations of that month, even if the lessons of previous years 
had been of no avail, should have taught the " violent Yorker," 
that the time had come when the minority should yield to the 
majority — when factions opposition, backed by the authority 
of Grotius and Vattel, should cease — when the law of nations 
should give way before the "Great Jehovah" doctrine of Ethan 
Allen, and the principles of right succumb to the force which 
could render, not only the town of Guilford, but every other 
place within the limits of Vermont inhabited by a Yorker, as 
" desolate as Sodom and Gomorrah." Such, however, was far 
from being the immediate results eftected by the decree of 1782. 

Having obtained an appointment as agent for his fellow-sof- 
ferers in Cumberland county, Mr. Phelps set out for Pough- 
keepsie, just in time to escape the seizure and punishment to 
which a number of the most prominent supporters of the juris- 
diction of New York were subjected, in the month of Sej)tem- 
ber, 1782. Having reached Poughkeepsie, he visited Govenior 
Clinton, and, after remaining in that town a few weeks, di»- 
closed to his Excellency his intention of proceeding to Philadel- 
phia. Convinced that his presence would be of but little use 
at the seat of government, the Governor endeavored to dis.<uade 
him from going. But his arguments were of no avail, and 
Phelps started on the journey, without letters, however, for the 
Governor had refused to write bv him, lest the New York dele- 
gates should suppose that he favored the mission. On the evening 
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of the 8th of October, he had the Batisfactioii" of being heard 
for two or three honn^ with y&cj little intemptiaD,'' befoie 
tbe cammittee of Ccmgrefls, to whom the Butjeot of the eomtro- 
Teny had been referred. It wee at thia period, and probably 
during this riritythathe prepared and presented for the ^eonaide- 
ration of Oongren and die impartial world" a etate paper," en* 
titled "YennonteiB UnnuMked," in whioh he called the atten- 
tion of all the statee to the danger to whieh thej were exposed, 
if the aadadons precedent" of dismembering etates should be 
esfablishedfin eooseqnenoe of the aetof usurpation of whieh Yer* 
mont had been gniltj, in depriving both New York and New 
Hampshire of a portion of their lawful and acknowledged terri- 
tory. Many otlier pointn were largely discussed in this produc- 
tion, and the wliole argument was supported by copiona extracts 
froiu CTfotiuB, Fuffendorf, Vattcl, and other civilians. 

But while thus engaged, his destituti* )ti w as so great at one peri- 
od, that fears were expressed l^t he sliouki starve or freeze, Ik {'< »re 
measnrps could be taken for his relief. Soon after his arrival in 
Ph i 1 a ( 1 e 1 ] > hia, Jai J ) es ] ) u a 1 1 e , til eu a delegate from NewYork,wrote 
to GovcriiDr Clinton in these words: — "Mr. Phelps has arrived, 
and 1 believe his cl< M|uonce will be well employed. He has op- 
portunities. His singularity draws attention, and lio overtlowa 
in the plenitude of his communicative powers. He is, however, 
terribly distressed ; without cloaths fit for the season ; without 
money or credit to pay for his board ; and leaning on the scanty 
support which the exhausted purses of your delegates can afford. 
What is to be done for him I" To Uie inconveniences which 
he hnrc, and to the manner in which he was snpported while 
at Philadelphia, reference is made in the letters of the New 
York delegates to Governor Olintoni in words few but graphic* 
« As Mr* Fhelps bion^^t no letter," wxote Em I/Honmiediea, 
on the 38d of October, ** we eondnded he did not come by the 
Governor's approbation* However, I believe he has been of 
some service, though some trouble to us; and having no money, 
he depends much on charity at p ro s ont . I conclude we shall 
be obliged to advance mcmey to get him out of town, thoo|^ 
he will not go till he knows the detexminatioo of Congress.'' 
On the 5th of November, the same gentleman, in anotiier com- 
munication, said : — " Mr, Phelps has been fortunate in getting 
most of his living for nothing. The Tresident's steward is an 
ac«|uaiiitance of his, and Mr. Hanson gave him a general invi- 
tation to come and eat with Mr. Philips. He cannot, however, 
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get oat of town withoitt an a^anoe of xnHMiey, wUch I bUI 
likel J bo oMiged to nudto." 

Un«ter the sanetioii of Ooranor Cftiirtoii, WiHim fllMMndk 
and Heniy Svam, two of the builBhed Torlten^ liad gone to 
Philadelphia, flfnd there weie now thme penona in tbaft eitf 
instead of one, depending for support on the New Totk ddegar 
tion. ^What wiU be done ibr attstenanee of the depntiea 
now here/* wrote James Bimne, on the 15tb of November, 
know not On a consultation with Mr. KooecTelt, it is agreed 
to borrow for them one hundred doUarB, and draw ou the state. 
If this plan fails, it is more than probable they will lose tlitir 
liberty, as they have ali uady done their property, for it is out 
of my power to aid iliern." Two days later, another comninni- 
cation from Mr. Duane c<'Tit;un<Mi These words: — "Tlie distr^g 
of Phel| liavinj? bepTi l)rniii^r]it to a crisis, we bad no choice 
but to borrow for ])is and his unfortunate cnmpaiii* »n8' support. 
Tliis we did not Venturis ot», till after a congultation with Mr. 
Koosevelt, and his promise to support us, and his opinion iliat 
our conduct must bo approved. Mr. Wadgu^orth, on the hrst 
intimation, admncod one hundred dollnrfi on our bills on vour 
Excellency, which will, we hope, be sutlicient to relieve these 
nnhappy people, whose visit has given us infinite trouble and 
uneasiness." In a letter \vntten on the IBth of November, Mr, 
L'Hommedieu, referring to the loan tliat had bean eiShcbed, 
said ^ It will be neoessary that Mr. Phelps have some of tiiii 
money to enable him to leave town, which I belieye will be iar 
a few days." But Mr. Phelps could not be indnoed to depart 
nntil the decision of Oongf o a s should be made known. On the 
5th of December, this oonanittmation of hie wiahaa waa aHaineA 
On that day, Ooagms, by a reaolotlon, ordered die inbaibitanti 
of the New Hampshire Grants ^ claiming to be an independent 
state** to make '^fhU and ample restitntion'' to all who had snf- 
fiered by their proeeedings Jnce the lat da^ of the p roeedi ug 
September, and- aniKMineed their detenninalion to ^ enlbm a 
compliance'* with this command. Foot days later, Ifr. Pbe^ 
set out from Philadelphia with dispatehes to Governor CSintoiL 
Hl» reached Kariborongh early In January, 1783, bat to hk 
sorrow fband that as little atten^on was p^d to the resolves <^ 
Congress, as had been paid to the edicts of New York. 

About this period, and at the age of sixty-tive, he married a 
pecond time, his first wife having died in the year 1777. 
During the year 17S3, he did not dare to remain regularly at 
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home, A>r ftar of his lM8k In the latter paart of the year, hacv^ 
iD^ booome eBpeoially obnoxioBS) the dec^ioB of 1h» oowrt, nn* 
dered in September, If 83, wMoh had never been eieented 
against hhn, waa reeved, and on the 4th of Jannary, If 84^ he 
was thrown into the jail at Weatadnstor^ attd was soen after 
remored to Bennhigton, tiial he might be more seenrely 
gnarded. Here he was kept imtil- the 28th of February follow- 
itig, when he was released by an act of the Legislature. A few 
days after his enlargement, a committee to whom the snbject 
hiui l>eeii refeiTed, recommended the adoption of a hill direct- 
ing the sale, at public veiidue, of so much of the estate of 
Charles Phelps as bhould amount to £70. for tlie purpose of 
defraying the costs of his prosecution. A bill to this effect was 
brnui^ht in, but was laid over until tlie next session of the 
Legislature, and was never ags^in revived. An unsuccessful 
atteni|tt was also made at the session in Febmary, 1784, by 
Joseph Tucker ;md sixteen others, who had been engaged in a 
skinnish with tiie Yorkers, and )md been partially defeated, to 
obtain reimbursement out of the property of Mr. Phelps, for 
the pecimiary losses they* had inonrred in their nn&Nrtanate 
imdertaking. 

Although, in these two instances, Mr. PhelpawaB treated 
with a leniency, which, judging from the prsTious conduct of 
the goTernment of Yemiont towards him, oonld hardly have 
been expected) yet- his possessioDs were not, on this aeeonnt, 
deemed lesa the prup er iy of the slate, lb Micah Townssnd 
and Nathaniel CSiipman had heen entnisted the dntf <^revi8b|^ 
the laws of Vermont On the tfth of Marsh, Jflii, lliey pre^ 
sented to the General Assembly a statemoit of' tiie tenns on* 
whieh Ihey wonld aoc^ of their appoitatansnt Among other 
proviflioDs, they required an order ftom the Assembly, direotiag 
€ol. S. B. Bradley to deliver to Ihem ^sneh hoehaof Ohaito 
Phelps, Esq.," as wonld assist them & iMr deHbenlioDa 
They also asked to be paid for their' services out of Mr. Phelps's 
library, the choice of books being left with them, and the ap- 
praisement of the books being made by ])wr«c>ng acquainted 
with their vahie. If the library should be iiibuflicient to satisfy 
their demand, or shoukl be rofttured to Mr. Phelps by the state, 
or redeemed by him, they agreed to receive their compensation 
in hard money. Tliese proposals wei^ received with favor, and 
were inmiuiliately eii\bodied in the i'orm of resolutions, and 
adopted, in October, 1784^ Mr. Phelps — ^^wearied by the ad> 
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DOjranoes to which he wag coostautly giibjected on account of 
hit adbeniMe to New York, satiatied that further resistance 
was useless, and uwilUiig to strive loi^;er in a contest, the 
frnitB of which were bitterness only-^petittoaed the General 
Aitembly of Vermont for a full pardon, and a reversion of the 
sentenee bj wbicli his e^tnte had been deoUved oonfiseetei. In- 
their report upon hie petition, the committeo took occasion to 
allude favoraUy to llie cA»rl» he had nnde in behelf of Ameri*- 
eaa independence, and recommended an ■ffiiiaeri¥e enewor ta 
his prayer* In conseqnence of thie oonmel^ mi bfl^. entitled 

An Act pArdonlni; Oharles Fbelps, Esq., of Marihein^»|» 
the county of Windham, and rettoiing to him aU Ui eetate,* 
real and pefwwal,'* became a law of the stata^on the S6th of 
October, 1784. - -^^i 

Protected by the government whieh he had ao kmg oppoeed^ 
Mr. Phelps now endeavored to regain posseesioo of his property 
by every legal and proper means. It wjis for the purpose of 
asskitin** him in procuring a weapon, which liad been taktu 
from iiiia at a time when it was feared he would use it in 
opposing the officers of Vennont, tjiat Governor Chittenden 
at 11 l eased to Maj. Josiah Boyden a letter, of which the follow- 
ing is au exact copy : — 

"Arlington, 30th of Dec'r. 1784r. 
*'Sir. — In persuanco h> an act of Assembly, past Last Octo- 
ber, ordering that all tlie }>r()|>Lrty of Charles Phelps, Which 
had been Taken from him on account oi his opposing the athor- 
ity of this State and Kot disposed of tor the Benefit of the State, 
Should be returned to him on Sartain OonditionSi Which Con- 
ditions has been Complyed With on his Part, you are therefore 
directed to Deliver to the s'd Charles Phelps Hia 8wordy if you 
have the Same in your Hands, and the Same has not been Sold 
or diepoeed of by athority, for tli c Benefit of Ihia Statei 
<<I am S'r jonr H'U Serr't^ 

THCyS OHITCENDEN. 

** Maj V Boydon.** 

Bneied in etriWng to Tcetore hie eatate, and in eearolnng for 
fusts, cuuHlrucUng arguments, and preparing docnments to in- 
duce Congress to make good their resolutions of the 5th of De- 
cember, 1782, he passed the remainder of his days. He died 
in April, iTbU, iu the aeveiity-third year of his age. Though, 
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hf 00th, m dtbett of Ycraimt, lie never eould cttvest himself <)f 
bii mtiptl^j agalngl Aat sUtte^ and in spirit jremaiiied even 
wto the end firmly attadied to ^ goventmoit tad joiMIe' 
ticm of Kew Yorit. 

Of tiro gemilogy of tlie Flielps fiunily the IbttowSng partSen- 
hm hftvo been pMorvod. Die name was aneientij speUed 
PhyUxfppfs^ but has beeaa always pronottneed Fkd^ After 
Ibe time of Edirud YL the sapetAuoaa letteia wove dropped. 
The finally has beeft established for a nomber of centuries is 
the ooHDtjr of Stafibtd, England. John Phelps, who dwelt 
upon the Nether lyne in England, the son of Francis Phelps^ 
who died In the reign of Edward VI., left with other iflsue at 
his decease in 1641, Anthony, William, and John. This family 
oppoi^od tlie liigh-church and j)rerogative party of Strafford and 
Archbishop Laud. John I'liclps became private Becretary to 
Oliver Cromwell, and in tlie print which huA been preserved of 
the trial of Charles I., is represented as serving in the capacity 
of clerk of the cmirt on tliat occasion.* 

"VV^iLLiAM Phki.p:^, ^vas one of the first settlers of Dorchester, 
Ma?«aeh nRett«5, al out the year 1^>30. Tlience he removed to 
"Windsor, Connecticut, in the latter part of the rear 1635, and 
was one of the " principal planters" of that town. He is 
included bv Trumbull, in his liistorv of CoTiTiecticiit, in the list 
of prominent men " who undertook this great work of settling 
Connecticut," and is designated by the same authority as one 
of the civil and religious fathers of the colony." The session 
of the first conrt convened in Connectimf, was held at New- 
town, ^on the 20th of April, 1686, Of this court William 
Phelps was a judge. He was a man of large influence, was 
much employed in public business, held the position of a ma^ 
gistrate, and was honored by the title of Mr., a distinction 
which but fe\r at that day enjoyed. He died on tlie 14th of 
Jnly, 1672. The death of his wife occurred on the 80th of An* 
gost, 1689. He left five sons, William, Samnel, Xatbaiubl, 
JoB^h, Timothy, and one danghter, Maiy. Three of these 
children were born in England, one in Dorchester, and liie two 
youngest— Timothy and Mary — In Windsor. 

NATHAimiL pHBLFs, SOB of Wiliian, waa born in Englaiid ; 
femored to thb comitfy with his fklher; married EUaabeth 
Copley ,t a young widow, on the 17th of September, 1650 ; 

• Pictorial Hist. England. Harper's e<l., 1849, iii. 377. 

f A d<ncwndant of the CmuIv of this Elizabeth Coplev beeeme Lord High- 
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was one of the first Bottlers of Northampton, Massachufectte, 
about the year 1655 ; was highly respect^ as a deacou in tJie 
church ; and died on the 27th of May, 1702, leaving a good 
estate." The death of his widow occurred oa the 6th of De- 
cember, 1712. Their children were Maiy, bora afc Windsor in 
1661, who was the wife of Matthew Qesson ; Katuaniel, 
born at Windsor in 1653 ; Abigail, bom at Windsor in 165^ 
who was the wife of John Alvord, and who died in 1756, aged 
one hundred and one yean ; William, bom at Korthamptoii in 
1657; and lIlieFey bom at Northampton in 166d, who died 
young. 

Nathahibl PteOM, son of Nathaniel the deacon, married 
Qraee Martin on the 27th of August, 1676, and died on the 
20th of June, 1719. His wife, at the time of her marriage, 
was a young woman who had recently come from Tgngl^, 
She was a penon of great resolution and persererance, and was 
withal a little romantic. She has been highly praised by her 
descendants. Ilcr death occurred on the 2d of August, 1727. 
Their children were Nathaniel, bom in 1678 ; Samuel, l>om 
in 1680 ; Lydia, born in 1(»83, who was the wife of Mark War- 
ner ; Grace, bom in 1085, who was the wife of Samuel Mar- 
fshall; Elizabetli, born in 1088, who was the wife of Jonathan 
Wright; Timothy, who removed to C«»nnecticut ; Abigail, bom 
in 1690, who was the wife of John Laughton; and Sarahy bom 
in 1695, who was the wife of David Burt. 

Nathaniel PHELrs. son of the second Nathaniel, married for 
his first wife, Abigail Bnmliam, about the year 1716, and for 
his second wife, Catharine, daughter of John King of North- 
ampton. His death occurred on the 4th of October, 1747* 
His first wife died on the 2d of January, 1724, at the age of 
twenty-seveii. His second wife, at the time of her marriage 
with him, was the widow of a man named Hiekock of Durham, 
Connecticut, who had died without children. After the death 
of Mr. Fhelpe, his widow married for her third husband, 
Gideon Lyman. Mr. Fhdps^s children by his first wife were 
Chables, bom on the 15th of Angnst, 1717 ; Nathaniel, bora 
in 1721 ; Ann, who was the wife of Elias Lyman of Sonthan^ 
ton, ICassachnsetts ; and Martin, bom in 1728. His children 
by his second wife, were Catharine, bom in 1731, who was the 

Chaneellor of Ettglaudj by the name and title of Lord Lyndhunt, on Hut 30th of 
▲pril. 1827. 
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wife of SimeoQ Paraons; Lydia, bom in 1783, wbo was the 
wife of Ebenezer Pomioj ; John, born in 1Y84, who lived in 
Westfield, Maasachnaetts ; and Mehitable, bom in 1786^ who 

died young. • 

Chari.ks Phelpb, to a sketch of whose life this notice has 
been niainlv devoted, wtis the eldest son of the third Xathuniel. 
Of three of the sons of Charles, namely, Solomon, Charles Jr., 
and Timothy, an account will be found elsewhere. The other 
children of Charles Phelps were Dorothy, Abigail, Lucy, Joho, 
and Ei^perience.* 

4 



SoLOHOF, the first son of Chai4e8 Phelps, was bom in the year 
1742^ and waa entered a freehman at Hanrard Oollege at the 
age of sixteen. On graduating in 1762, he applied himself to 
t)ie atndy of the law, and having removed with bis father to 
the New Hampshire Grants, waa eommisaioned by Governor- • 
Heniy Moore, on the Slst of March, 1768, an attomey<at-law, 
and was authorized to practise as such in " His Majesty's courts 
of record to be holden in and for the eoniitv of CuinbeHand.'' 
At the breakino^ out of the war he embraced the cause of the 
colonies, and during the period in which the inhabitants on the 
"Grants" acted in concert with the people of New York, 
served as a meiuber of the committee of safety for Cumberland 
county. Being well versed in tlie Scriptures, and possessing 
an hereditary oratorical capacity, he served &s a preacher at 
Marlborough during the sumTner of 1776. In the year 1779 
he received the degree of M.A. from his Alma Mater, which 
fact alone» judging from the qualifications which were then 
necessary to render a person eligible to this rank, affords good 
evidence of his abilities. But nnhappilj his life was darkened 

* MS. NarratiTe of Pheipe family. MS. Lettan from the Hon. J. K, Ffielpt. MS 
Hist. Mnrlborongli, by the Rev. K H. Newton Jntirnelsof roTif»rf>««, j>nmnu Doc 
Hist. N. Y., iv. yiu>-l()02. fJeorcfe Clinton Fnpors, in office >ec. Stnte N". Y.. ToL 
viii doc. 2549 ; vol xi. doc. 31 89 ^ vol. xtl docs. 4647. 4796, 4ld7, 4S28, 4842, 4856, 
4867, 4868. Jonniab Ctao. Aml Yt. Feb., 1784, pp. 24. 27. 42. 48, 47, Mi 62, 68 ; 
Oet 1784» pik 28, 88, 86, 40; June, 1786, pL 47. Skde's Vl State Fip«nk 4M. 
Tknmbnn'ft BJit Oonn., 1 64» 68, 70. HoDwid'B Hist WMt a i46. 
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by iiie fAmomdmm of iamMf'^ iMiaiin wlilili, nlwtiitti^ it W 
of llie mM or «f llie bodj, it itnioel Mrtam t» BM&iiael Hi 
ttpon l>otfi. On one occMioii W rtitMpttd to tato«t 
hit bniiu with the h«Ml of tn azei iod tQeoeeded ia hMku^ 
in his tkalL Hli Uh im Mvrod if tgepwiajng the year 
1790 ho ended hit llfo %7 ffMstg hit tiirait widi s imot. 
When discovered he was lying in a lot, between two hemiodc 
logB, and to all appearance had been some time dead.* 



1 

0HABLK8 FHILF8 JB*^ 

THE aooond ton of Charles Phelpe, wae bom in the year 1744, 
and bore the name of his father. Like hit brother Solomon, 
he wtft edaoaled In the piofeetioii of the law, aaMl receiTed lut 
eomniiwion at an attomej from Qovemor Ttjtm of Nenr Yoil^ 
on the 98d of July, 177i« Althoogh he afterwardt xeaioved to 
Hadlej, MaaBaehnieClBi yet he ever eontbned to maoifttt a 
• deep interettintlieaflUnof tfaeKe^Hampshivt Ginti, and 
on tereral ooeat&ont afforded aatitttBoe to hit fitfher and bio- 
then, when the vage of party violeoee had drives Aem from 
their homes, to te^ refuge wherever they conld find it. Bh 
contemporaries in legal practice were John WtHthington of 
Springfield, Joseph Hawley of Northampton, Oliver Partridge 
of Hatfield, Jc^siah Dwight of AVcetHeld, and John Ashley of 
Lower llousatonic. An account of Mr. Phelps's farm and resi- 
dence, which the Rev. Dr. Timothy Dwight describes as " tlic 
nii»-t desirable possession of tlie 8aine kind and extent," within 
liis knowledge, may be tVinnd in the travels ()f the latter gentle- 
man in New P^ngland and iSew York d\\nn<^ tlio year 1796. 
Mr. Plieljis died in Hadiej, on the 4th ot Itecember, 1814, 
aged seventy jear».t 

• M^. Hii^t MfirlbnrouflfK. Am. Ai-oh. Fuurth Serif*, vol. lii. coL 1330. 

f Dvighta Trav^ in. 2iew £ti^iAad and Hew York^i M7« &»iiaad'« Hiilk 
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Q> Timothy Phelps, 
the third Bon of 
Charles Phelps, but 
little remains to be 
Baid in addition to 
what has been already recorded in the preceding pages. He 
was born on the 25tli of January, 1747, and at the age of seven- 
teen removed with bin father and brothei*8 to the unsettled wil- 
dernesbes of the Kew Hampshire Grants. His services aa a 
farmer were especially valuable at this period, and upon him 
devolved, in a groat degree, the management and cultivation 
of the lands of the mw ^ode. Of great energy of oharactar 
and steadfastness of opinion, his attachment to the goyeroraent 
of Xew York having become once fixed, remained coDBfca&t and 
miyiolding. In his efforte to enforoe ita ktwii he often met with 
the BQost determined reaiatancc, and was mot iu£nqa9o!dj oyev^ 
powered by the number and force of hk opponents. On the 
5tb of June, 1782, he received from the Cooncil of Appomtmeat 
of the atete of |(ew Tork» the shrievahy of Cnmberiand oouilj. 
Armed with the power diis office, befoie whieh he imagined 
the Tehemenoe of parly rage and the lawlemnem of party tri- 
nmph would cower, he €{ndea¥ored to eaEereise hia anthority 
within the Umita of Yermont, end against men who soeffed at 
the government under which he noted. The dedaion of the 
trials d Septemberi in Windham county, nciariced him 
with' the taint of treason, rendered him for a time a priaoner, 
confiscated his possessions, banished him from the state, and 
forbade liis return on pain of death. 

Emboldened by the resolves of Congress, passed on the 5th 
of December of the same year, he returned to his home, was 
cast into prison at Benningttui, and there remained in confine- 
ment for nearly five months. Although he afterwards became 
a citizen of Vermont, yet he was never able to transfer to the 
adopted state the feelings of loyalty which he entertained 
towards New York, and could not be brought to acknowledge 
his obligation to maintain pecuniarily, or otherwise, a goveni- 
ment which had deprived him of liis po86essii»ns, surrounded 
him with aorrowsi and rendered hia lile miserable and unhappy. 
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OoDtiniied reflectioii upon hk troubloe, served in a mourn to 
waste his mental enetgies, a&d the effects of this coaditioiiy oom- 
bined with the natural eooentridtyof his dispositioiiydisorderod 
his intelleoty and left him a melancholy prey to the gloomiest 
forebodings concerning his temporal welfare. Tlie ftct, aho^ 
that there had been no ^^atonement made for that Uood that was 
wantonly shed'* on the confines of Goilford^" when Silvanns 
Fisk and Daniel Spicer were killed, seemed erer to distm'b him, 
and there is still preserved a cmious letter, written by him, 
dated at Marlborough, May 28th, 1812, and directed to the 
grand jnry of Windham county, in wliich he adjured them, in 
the most buk mn manner, to investigate the circumstances at- 
tendinor tliose deaths, and denounced upon them terrible retri- 
bution, in case they bhould fail to attend to his appeal. He 
died at Marlborough very snddenly, in tlie seventy fn-st year 
of liis age, on the 3d of July, 18X7, and was buried in that 
town. 

Timothy Phelps married Zipi)oraii Williams on the 6th of 
June, 1775. Their children were John, who was horn on the 
18th of November, 1777, and who died on the 14th of April, 
1849, at Ellicott's Mills, Maryland ; Charles, who was bom on 
the 13th of September, 1781, and wlio died on the 19th of 
Kovember, 1854, at Cincinnati, Oliio ; Eunice, who was bora 
on the 8th of May, 1783, and who died on the 14th of Decem- 
ber, 1811, at Maribofongh, Yennont ; Anstia, who was bom on 
the llth of September, 1788, and who died on the 85th of 
Ifay, 1850, at Townshend, Yennont ; and Timothy, who was 
born on the 6th of June, lt92, and who died of yellow ferer in 
September, 1822^ near Natdies, MissiflBippi, on board of a 
steamer from New (Means. 



vember, 1714, and was tlie only son of Noah Sabin, of tiiat 
place. Becoming religiously disposed in early b'fe, he was de- 
signed by his fother for the ministry. To this diq>06iti<Hi of his 
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WAS bom at Rebo- 
both, Massachusetts, 

on the 10th of No- 
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talents the eon refused to accede, but for what reason 13 not 
known. In the year 1768, at the age of fifty-four, he removed 
to Putney, and at the fii*st election of town officers, held on the 
8th of May, 1770, wab choseu town-clerk. On the 14th of 
April, 1772, he was appointed judge of the Inferior court of 
Cuiiiiiion Pleas of Cumberland county, and justice of the peace. 
Previous to the affray at Westminster on the 13th of March, 
1775, Judffe Sabin oi>})n,-5ed jti every practicable manner the 
attempts of the people to iuterfcre with the management of the 
courts. His extreme conscientiousness led him to adopt this 
course, for lu' kiiew that he had received a commission from 
the Cro^vn, and felt that his oath of office bound him, at the 
least, not to olier resistance to the government of the mother 
country. After being taken prisoner on this occasion, he vas « 
confined in the Court-house at Westminster for a few days, was 
then earned to !^(orthampton, and afterwards to New York 
city, where he was imprisoned. It is said that he waa anbse- 
qnently tried, and npon being honorably acquitted, was snp* 
plied by Goyemor Tryon with clothing and ample means to 
retam home. He was absent more than a year. 

Begarded as a Tory in principle, and as a secret favorer of 
the cause of Great Britain, he was for a time subjected to many 
annoyances. Soon after hb return, William Moore, Daniel 
Jewett, and Moses Johnson, committee men of Putney, accom- 
panied by a party of their friends, armed with swords, went to 
his house, ordered him to mount his horae, and follow them. 
Obeying their commands, he was conducted to Westminster, 
where he was placed in the jail. Many were the threats used 
to intunidate him during this transaction. His imprisonment, 
however, lasted but a day. In the evening, the door of his cell 
was opened, and he was allowed to retnm home. On his 
death-bed, Moore, who had been the principal actor on this 
occafcion, sent for Judge Sabin, confessed with tears the abuses 
of which he had been guilty, and besought forgiveness. On 
being assured that his request was granted — " Now," said lie, 
"I can die in peace." Fearing that Judge Sabin might be in 
communicatinii ^\ ith the enemy, he was confined to his farm by 
an order ut' the eoninnttee of safety, passed in the year 1776, 
and j>ennis8ion was i^ivon to any one to shoot him, whenever 
he BluHild be found beyond its limits. So bitter was the hatred 
towards him at this time, that one of his neis^^Iibors, a man 
zealous for the liberty of the coiouieB, and for the destruction 
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of their foesy watched for him with a loaded rifle, as he after- 
ivards acknowledged, in the woods adjoining the Jn4ge'B houaii^ 
prepared to ihoot the deepised Loyalist, should he ventnre 
yond the prescribed Udob. Bat this treatment) though it might 
tend to suppress the outward fnanifeetiition of his principles, did 
not avail at ouoe to change them. A certaia SoIwimhi WiJIaid, 
who had been a soldier under Gh>T6niQr l^ryon at the tuna «C 
the burning of KorwaUct having letnnied to YermoDl jat the 
iclofie of the war, had again taken np his residence in the etafte^ 
Altliough a Tory at hearty jet he submitted to the eziatiii^ 
lawt| and acted like an American citizen. In his convanatioiia 
with this man, it is said that Judge Sabin often declared, that 
the British troops had not treated the rebels wiUi half th# 
severity they deeerved, and expressed hie opinion, that eveij 
place refusing to acbiowledge the authority of the Qrfipgi 
should have suffered the &te oi Norwalk. * . n^.'^: 
The prejudices against him springing from these can^^s, 
affected the mindjj even of the members of the cliurch at Put- 
ney. Xot beiii^ an original niuiiiberj lie wiu refused the privi- 
lege of occoasional communion with them. Tliis ikct appears 
bj the aunexed extract from the church records 

"Pntney, Dec. 7, 1778. The cliurch met and took under 
consideration the request of Noali Sabin, Esqr., of occaiiional 
( oninumion witli this church, and cariie to the followlufi- vote, that 
it was best, all things considered, not to receive him at i>retseaL 

J. GktoBHos, Moderator,^* 

He was afterwards on tlie 29th of April, 1781, admitted by 
vote to full communion, and was known as a ^^most atabky 
consistent, and useful member." 

In 1781 he was elected judge of probate for Windham county, 
but on the 12th of April, in the same year, was suspended from 
office in order to satisfy the oomphuDts of many who believed 
him to be dangerous as a Loyalist lie was reinstated on the 
d5th of October following, and it is believed continued in office 
until the year 1801. Judge fiabin was a roan of uncommon 
powers of mind* He was cool and considerate in his purposesi 
and sound and discriminating in his judgment. His counsels 
were often sought and were generally safely followed. For the 
period in which he lived his education was superior. It ia 
asserted with confidence that when the charter for Pntney was 
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fSMoA^ htu'wrn 4hi penm ia tbe tfrnt pwnod of suf* 
ii i ioni ikill Id dwiipliar Ae pe«idl«r 4*iK«n^^y ia wliioh tii^ 
i MtnM w a a t m viittta. Ia bk i^Ugioiit chjiwiqliir wa» ly- 
light, MaQiff»,.«i4 MMiMaii^ H 
nlf^ be. Mid nC bim tbmt be w«a xemrkibly active w a 
ChTiitiaa, Int ifc ki loowii Aat vbra tbe pec^ were deeti- 
late of a liiaiatar, the datf of eottdacting tlie exerciseB of their 
foUgiouB assembUes nsuftlly devolved on him. Altliough at tlic 
first Btroogly attached to the Crown, and for b(jm© time after the 
commencement of tlie Kevohition uudeci<led m to the cuuibe lie 
should take in the struggle between tlie colonies and the mother 
country, his Byinpathik.6 were subsequently enlisted ou tlie side 
of the former, and no truer patriot was to be found tlian he. 
Upon retirin^^ tVom office and active life, the re/naindtr of his 
dftjs was marked by acts of piety towards God and beneiicence 
to mankind. He died on tiie 10th of M ft ^ ^ i 1811^ at the 
advaaced age of aiiiety-«iz yeac^* 



on the 90th of April, 
1750, and removed 

with his father to Putney, when he was about eighteen years 

old. He held the office of register of probate lor Windham 
county, from 1791 to 1801, and from the latter year until 1808 
woij judge of probate, in which station he succeeded his father. 
He was early elected a justice of the peace, and filled tlie office 
for nearly half a ceiitory. He represented the town of Putney 
in the General As.<embly during the years 1782, 1783, 178i, 
1785, and 1787. His death occurred at Pntncy on the 5th of 
December, 1827, in the seventy-eighth year of liiij age. From 
an obituary notice, written aoou a^ter hia deceaae, the tbUowiog 
peasagea are takea 

* M"^ L. ttcr from Ro7 A. Foster of Pa*B«y, fith, IW^ Do«i Bkt K 
ir. get (Mil^ pp. m 
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« Jadge Sabm wm a man of tomd mind, of a placid tenipar, 
a&d maiiifMted upon all ooeanoDS that urbanity of dqMMrtnMBfe 
which oomnuuided the lore aad v^spect of his acqoantanee. 
He was an «uAj aettler of the town [of Patney], and ever took 
an aotiTe inteMt in its dvil and leligiona ooneena. Qe waa 
inoie than forty-aereD jeara a magiBtrate^ and aoatttned hr 
many jean the office of judge of pfoVate, and otiier officea» 
with honor to himael^ and with naefahieM to the pabUc He 
ditcharged the datiea of office with aneh temieia and fideliftjr 
as to eecape with a mneh leaa ahate of oenenre than ia comnuia 
in like eaaea. 

^ Aa a (Aiiitiaa, he appearod hnmhle and miQileiitatioafl^ 

ateady and nnifonn in hia principles and practice. He aeemed 

always to love religion, and to be governed by a sacred regard 

for its doctrines and duties. It appeared to be his stay in the 
closing scenes of life. He was resitted to the will of God and 
ready to depart at Hib luddiiig. lie was willing to be absent 
from the body, and to go to be present with the Lord."* 



PAUL SFOOilSB 

WAB for many years 
activelj engaged in 
advancing the into- 
restB of Termont, and 
enjoyed the fblleat confidence of tiie people of that state. He 
waa a member of the Oounci! from 1778 to 1783^ when he waa 
choflen lientenant-goyemor of the state. In this position he 
was oontinned nntfl the year 1786. He waa a judge of the Sn- 
preme court in 1779, 1780, and from 1788 to 1788. During 
the yeare 1781 and 1782 he served as judge and register of 
probate for Windsor county. In the year 1779 he was the 
town-clerk of Hartland in Windsor county, and having snbse- 
quently removed to Hardwick, in Caleduiiia county, was chosen 
tiie first clerk of that town in 1795. During the years 1797, 
1798, and 1799, he represented the citizens of llurdwirk in the 
General Assembly of the state. Of the respect with which the 

* BrmtHeboroagh M«a*eiiger, Deoembw iUi, 162:7« t<»L rl No. 47. 
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early offieen of Yennont were treated, the following incident 
afifordfl a good example. On one occasion the Rev. Elislia liut- 
chinson, the first minister of Pomtret, Vermont, was preaching 
a seniiou at Hartland, in a private Luuse, when Mr. bpoi>rier 
entered the room. Pausing in the midst of his discoui-se, tlio 
reverend minister inlbrnied his audience tliat he had " got about 
half throuerh" his sermon, hut as Governor Spooner had come 
to hear it, lie would begin it again. Tlien turning to a wo- 
man who sat near hitn, he said, My ^n)od womau, t^et out of 
that chair and let Governor Spooner have a seat, it you please !" 
Mr. Spooner was accommodated, and Mr. Hutchinson repeated 
the first part of his sermon, much to the edification, it is sop- 
poeedy of those who had alxeadjr heard it* 



JONATHAN 8TEABN8. 

Prior to the Eevijlution, Jonathan Steams was engaged in the 
practice of the law in tlie eastern portion of the Kew Hamp- 
shire Grants, and W{i8 generally regarded as a man of ability. 
In an account presented at New York on the 5th of May, 1775, 
by some of the officers of \]w cnnrt, it was stated tliat he was 
in the unhappy event that happened between the posfffe of the 
county of Cumberland and a body of rioters," at Westminster, 
on the 13th of Marcli previous. In company with Samuel 
Knight, who was also a lawyer of that county, " he happily 
escaped the fury of the mob and went immediately to Boston." 
On his arrival in that city, '^Gtoeral Gage advised him to 
repair toKew York with the ntmost expedition, to give infor- 
mation to government of the state of the coun^." He reached 
Kew York on the 29th of March, and having presented an ao* 
oonnt of the afirayi of which he had been a partial witness, 
was reimbnrsed the expenses of his jonmey, to the amount of 
jn IBs, He snbsequentlj removed to Nova Scotia, and was 
attomej-eecretary of that provinccf 

* Deming'e Cat. Yt Officers, p. 75, «< pauwi, 

f CoaneO Miiratct, in oflloe 8m State N. T., 17^-1789, nfi. 4SS. Vm Baa* 
gm, by IX P» nMopiOii, it M. 8«ft mtis, ^ €7^ 
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spondent of Qov. George Ctinton, deterves to be held ia i»> 

membrance as one of those worthy fathers of Vermont, whoee 
BtcriiiiiT virtues and wisdom, and inuomitable courage, carved 
out uiui shaped the de&tiny of tliat state, amid scenes of con- 
vukion at home and abroad. Tlie iiiHuenco which he exer- 
cised and the Bervice wliich ho rendered, at a period in the 
staters history when education was at a low ebb, thoni^li not of 
that bold and dazzling kitid which characterizes the deeds (*f 
military heroes, and on wliich ctui temporary historians cio often 
deliirht to seize to spice their pages, and keep alive the momen- 
tary excitement, were valuable and duly appreciated by those 
engaged with him in perfecting the organization of Vermont, 
Though in principle and habit an emphatical lover of peace, 
he was a sincere patrioli haTitig the true intereete of his oonn- 
try deeply $Jt heart 

jBemy Townsend, the first of the family who settled in Ame- 
rica, came from England to Long Island previous to the year 
1687. His BOQ Hiciyah Townsend having nuvried £llzHl)eth 
Plalty Iheir sou the subject of this notice was bom at Cedar 
Swamp, Oytter Baj, Long Jaland, on the 18th of Maji 1748| 
O.S. After pwiBamg the ftndiee oommoDlj taught in elemea- 
tiiy ichoolai and othen under the goidaoee of a neighboriiig 
derg7»an preparatoiy to a collegiate ooane, he enteied at the 
age of feurteen the eoUege of NasBan Hall in Princeton, New 
Jeney, dnring the preeidency of Dr, Elihn Spencer. At the 
end <^ fonr yauiy having completed the nsnal oonne «f acade* 
mac Btndies he proceeded Bachelor of Arts on the 8th of Octt^ 
her, 1760| and daring the presidency of Dr. John Wltherspoon 
proceeded Master of Arts on the 5th of October, 1769. On 
leaving college in 1766, he immediately commenced the study 
of the law, iu the office of the Hun. Thomas Jonef^, ;i distin- 
guished barrister and attorney in the city of New York, and 
' subsequently a justice of the Supreme court of the province of 
New York. Having contiuued this pursuit for the tervi of four 
years, he was admitted to the practice of the law on the 0th of 
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Aptil, ITTt^ hj « ooamWoB mdsr the hud and aed cf 
tiie HooL OftdifvilMber OoMaB, IwolnaB^gmnwr of tba 

6e<« afttr hti ■diatwlwi ti> the bar, hxrtahHihiid tiandf in 

liJfl profeMion at die White Plains, in Weelobestor .county, 
where he remained until after the commencement of the war 
of the Revolution. Attached by conTiction and by principle 
to the cause of the colonies, he freely lent hia efforts to udvuuce 
that causa He servad as clerk of the Westchester county com*- 
mittee of »afety, and on the 22d of J une, 1776, waa appointed 
to the comnmiid of a company of militia in that county, con- 
taining fifty men, includin/z otiicei-^, w]iic]i liad been raised to 
defeat tlie machinations of the Tories wlio abounded in that 
region. On the 25th of July following, he was ordered to take 
post at the mouth of CnMon ri\'er, and continued on duty in 
and about that locality until tlie end of October. On the night 
of the iBt of NoTemher, it beoame eirideat to Genend Wash- 
iDgton, that the British were preparing to take poeaessioii of the 
he^htB in the neighborhood cf the Whita Plaina»wfaioii he 
ihen held with his tioops* Jn order to gain a more saenre pota> 
tion, he broke up his camp, and* having previously sat lira to 
the hottaea in the White Phuna and &e neighborhood, remored 
his forces to a mare mauitaiiioiia region, ia iht vieinity of 
NorthOaaae. Ilia daBtnurtkni of the ▼fflaga when ha had a* 
fint anteirad upon the aetlTa 'dattea of Mfe^ wae doahden tha 
immediate caoae ipiiidi lad Mr. Towmead to seek ia the iate- 
ifor of the eoontry a laridenea km exposed to the dirtartaaam 
of thai eiaifeiiig peiiod^ Kemonring la tlw beantifbl village of 
Brattlebomi^, he was aooo aamvoded by fHendi) and on tha 
IMh of August, 1778, mmriad Maiy, a daaghtar of OoL Sa- 
muel Wella. 

In the controversy which at this time raged with peculiar ani- 
mosity in the south-eaatem portion of Vermont, Mr. Townsend, 
at the first, sided with the supporters of the New York juribdic- 
tion, and was in c^nstnnt cnrnmnriiration with Governor Clin- 
ton. 1V\9, lottere, extructd from which luive been given in the 
body of this work, were always prepared with accuracy, ex- 
preeecd in wcll-eho«?en langufige, and ongroBtjed in a chiro- 
graphv of pingnlar ])eanty. He was Ire^uently entrusted with 
the conduct of important negotiationB between the provincial 
government of New York and its supporters in Vermont, and 
never failed -to peilbim his duty in a maimer which gave the 
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completest satisfaction, in the supply bill passed by the T^gis- 
lattire of York on the 4th of l>^ovember, 1778, the sum 
of £60 was appfopriatod to him, in pAyment of his ^*ex* 
pences in attending upon the Legifilatiirei on the bnaiiieds of 
quieting the diaordeiB prevailing in the north eartam parte of 
theetate." 

The »hare which be had taken in military affairs while at the 
White Flaine, had eeenred for him the enmitj of the Tories 
who inftsfeed that part of the oonntiy, and, when ooeamia 
offered, thej did not fidl to dothe tide fooling in deedS| In tbe 
year 1781, having obtained penniiBion from Goyenior dinftoa 
to Tiait Long Ldand, he peifonned the jooiney, bat in a letter 
to the Governor, written at Fiahkill, on the 16th of May, 1781, 
while on his way home, he informed his Ezoelleney that be had 
met with abase in the city of New Yoik from the Weetehester 
refugees; had been "once carried before his Wbrrfiip," the 
British mayor of that city ; and had been oblijared to take a dif- 
ferent route on his return, to avoid his old enemies," wlio 
were lying in wait to take him. " A thousand pounds,^' said 
he, would not terupt me to a similar visit." 

Having come to tlie conclusion, after an honest and careful 
review of the el rcn instances, that Xew York would never be 
able to s-iil •^taiiriute lier claim to the New Hampshire run ts, 
or to ( lit-.] ( her hiwH in that district, he took the oatli ot alle- 
giance to and became a citizen of Vermont. In the practice 
of liis })rote88ion, though not distinguished as an elo(|uent advo- 
cate, he possessed, what was of more value than eloquence, the 
estimation of the comnnmity tor integrity. By rea^u of hig 
legal attainments and the soundness of his judgment, he was 
esteemed the lirst lawyer in the state, and during the twenty- 
four years of his residence in Brattleborough, his practice was 
snceessfol and profitable. At this place, his children, five 
daughters and three sons, were all bonu In the year 1781, he 
was chosen judge and register of probate for Windham eonn^ 
and held those offices nntil the year 1T87* 

Tkt constitatbn of Vermont, whidi had been establisbed by 
a convention on the 2d <^ July, 17T7» was never snbmitted to 
the people for popular discussion, lest in those critical times, 
when nnanimily was the only strengdi, its eonsldenition should 
create disunion. Having been acted upon, as an experiTnerUy 
for eight years, it was found to admit of so many practical 
abuses that its revision was regarded as imperative. This duty 
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devolved upon a eoanoit of oeosoni who were choeen fh>m ihe 
ableet men in the state for this specific purpose, and of this 
oooDcil lOeah Townseod was the secretaiy, Thmr seesions 
were held at Norwich in June, 1785, at Windsor in September 
and October fiiUowiiig, and at Bennington in Febmaiy, 1786* 
All the members of this body, doubtless, participated in tiie dis- 
cmsioDs of Hie yarions points embraced in the work they.had in 
hand, and juetly shared in the honor of the labor. But their 
secretaiy ^one, could mould and shape the honest but crude 
BU^gestionB, into the clear and explicit form of lepriBlative pro- 
cedure. Tlie discriminutiu^i; iicuinen acquired b} his legal 
education, gave liim an al ility iu drafting judicial and legisla- 
tive documents, which was then as important as it was rare, 
and was duly appreciated by such men of lii^ associates as the 
Hon. Messrs. Mai'vin, BobiiisoD, Hoeelj, Walbridge, Marsh, 
Jacob, and Hunt. 

In the year 1781, Mr. Townsend was called to fill tlie office 
of secretary of state, under the administration of the Hon. 
Thomas Chittenden, and was continued in that station by annual 
election until 1788. While occnpying this position, his habits 
of promptitude and regularity enabled him, by reforming the 
looseness and confusion which had prerailed in the department, 
to establish system and order. By these means, access to the 
records was rendered easier, and the facilities for the dispatch 
of business were incrsased. 

Penduag the controventy between New York and Termont, 
Kicah Townsend was, on die lOth of July, 1784, arrested in the 
&ty of New York, by Seth Smith, ^ solely for his officiating in 
the line of his duty as derk of the county court of Windham 
county,'' and was obliged to give bail in tJie sum of £2000 for 
his appearance. The mattw haying been Imd before the Gene* 
ral Aasembly of the state, an act of indemnity was passed at 
the next session of the Legislature, by which commissioners 
were appointed to sell lands in tlic state of Vermont, belonging 
to citizens of Xew York, until money enough should be raised 
from the sales, to reimburse Mr. Townsend all the expenses 
consequent upon his arrest. 

For domestic reasons Mr. Townsend resigned his state secre- 
taryship in 1788, much to tlie r('«^ret of all persons connected 
witli the governTncnt. On tendering to the Legislatnre tlie 
seals of his otiif t% the event was noticed by the iiouse in the 
following complimentary resolution:— 
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« In OcAenil AMittblrfv OiloUr, im 

^ iSMtfA^ t)i«l Oife HoM iMNtog Mni^ 
of Mieali T ov e nwad , Esqr., Ut« Semtarf of thk dMe, M 
liieiiifielTM oUiged to express dio wanoil eealiiiiaBto of gnrti- 
tude to that goademi, Ibr ti^ idcHtf aid with wbieh 1m 
hag difielutfgod tho dntSfli of liiB mM offioB. That it ii wkh lo* 
htctance we eoMoiit that aa ofiotrof ilat# of hio ingenloaB ae- 
complielinieiits, whicli hairo been so Authiyij asd tx> eo geDend 
satietaction exerted for the public good, ^»oa1d eo soon retire 
froni tlie station he liab Ulled with advantage to tbe atate, ami 
hotior tu hiuise^.'' 

His sc TN ices were rendered with gmit fidelity, aiid were left 
to the judgnioiit of those for whom he labored, ^^rithont any 
Bubscqucnt (.'tlV)rt to hrincr them into notice. Tlie estiniution in 
which they were lield hy a man whode memory will ever be 
fresh in the hearts of the inhabitants of Vermont, affords addi> 
tional evideoce of their valne. " Ih the year 1S35, I was m 
Middlebury," writes his son, the Kcfv. Canon Townsend, ♦* and 
called upon the Hon. Nathaniel Chipman, an early friend of 
my father, from whom I learned the high estimation in which 
he was held for hia integrity, tlie deamSBOof hia intellect, and 
his legai attainments. This opinion he ^lostrMed by saying; 
^ The state of Vermont would this day have been far wiser and 
richer conld she honro fotained hia eenrioes tKm the tmie of his 
vesignaitiott to the preesnt^at * snftwj- of ten thownd doUaia 
per mminm^^ 

He now velind from pablietauMss toihff boeem of hs 
tenly, raiding stiH in Bratlleboioug^ vniil like year 1801, 
wiien be diipeced of his estate at that plaoe to the Hok. RotvII 
lyier, and widi his fttnily dwelt in GmUianl for odo year. In 
the spriiii^ of 1808 he removed to the township of Famham, 
Lower Canada, where a grant of land had been made by the 
British government of twelre hundred acres to eiich of the 
children of CoL Samuel "Wells, as a compensation for tlie losses 
sustained hy tlieir father during the revolutionary war. He 
lived here in retirement, devoted to donie<^tic and religious du- 
ties until 1816, when he changed his residence to Clarence ville, 
that he might spend tlie evening of his life with his f^on, the 
Kev. Micajah Townsend. Although for many years he had 
intended not to engage again in pmblio business yet aa his 
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health was good and his faculties unimpaired, he yielded to 
tlio solicitation of the people to make ianiself useful among 
theiii a justice of the peace, and from the Governor, the Earl 
of DalhoUfeie, he received the a|»}K)intnient of judicial commis- 
fiioner for the trial of siuall eause^. At lentrtli adnii mii^tted by 
the infirmities of age, he resigned these othcee, and liUed up his • 
time in gardening, reading, and nieditsitinn. 

In the year 1831 he was called to part with the faitlifnl wife 
of his youth, who died on the 27th of June, at the age of 
seventy-one, in the peace and joy of Christian hope. To her 
he had been united for more than half a century, and he 
moumed her loss with deep sorrow and a chastened sabmission. 
Her departure was regarded by him as a solemn premonition 
of bis own decease, at no distant period, and this presentiment 
was soon*verified, for he survived her bat ten months. About 
the middle of tlie following spring he was attacked with chills 
and fever, and on the 2dd of ApiB, 1832, his mortal life termi- 
nated at tiie age of abont eightj-tiuee. 

He was a member of the Masonic fraternity, and, according 
to the certificate of lodge No. 2 of the proTince of New Yorl^ 
was elevated to a Master Mason's degree on the 14th of Jane, 
1770. Hjs moral character was mwked for its trathMness, 
integrity, justice, and honesty. His mind was stoi^ wHli ybt 
ried and extensive knowledge. His style of writing \\ as i)lain, 
classical, and elegant. His business habits were characterized 
^'ith system, order, and correctness. His disposition was mild, 
aniiublej and forgiving. His pei-soual deportment was dignitied 
yet unforbidding, and his manners graceful, polished, nud gen- 
tlemanly. For the last thirty years of his life, lii^ dailv ]>rao- 
tice was to retire fur an hour at twilight for meditatiou and 
prayer, and yet his personal piety which was thus sustained, 
and was further evinced l>y a constant attendance on public 
worship and communion in tlie Episcopal church, of which he 
had been irom youth a member, was of a meek and nn- 
obtmsive character, commending itself more by deeds than 
words. 

Tlioogh his physical activity was abated by age, his bodily 
health was unimpaired, and his sight and hearings and appetite 
for food and sleep undiminished. His mental powers, upheld 
by the habit of reading, had lost bat little of their vigor, and 
he could compose and write with his customary ease and per* 
spicnity up to the time of his last illness. His remains were 

45 
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deposited by the side of those of his wife, in the cemetery <rf 
the pari^ af St George, Ciareiiceviiie, Lower Canada.* 



The name of Amos Tute appears first as connc(*ted with the 
fiettiementB bordenug the baiiks of the Coauecticut river, in a 
muflter roUol a coaaptny of mngem commanded by Oapt John 
Burk| wko were statkmed at Hioadale's Ftxri, in tliB year 1762. 
He was one of the oaiikrt inhabitanis of the town «f YeRiflii, 
and, for the period ia wliioh he lived, waa a man of wealth and 
infloancai hk tha jear 1755, Mrs. Jemima Howe, who was 
towards known at tibe *^Fair Oaptive," was takaa priMner hf 
tha Indians, and caxaed to Canada. On har xetaim she became 
iba wift of Ur. Tata. In 1766, Mr. Tate, hj a onmmiHroai 
from Oadwallader Ooldea, IiieiitettmtgO¥«nu>r of tlia ptovinoa 
of New Yorkj wis appobitad, on the fill of April, a eoio- 
nor for Oombariand county, and held that office nntil die 
breaking ont of the rerolnlionary war. The inquest on the 
body of William French, who was shot at the Westmineter 
jyiassacre, was held before hini, and his name appear* on the 
paper wiilcli declared the result of this investigation. 

To those curious in epitaphic lore, the t'ollowirifr in-scriptioii 
jnay not prove uiiiiiterestiiig. It is copied from the sbone which 
marks the ^rave of Ins son Jonathan, in the burial ground at 
Yemou, and was probal>lY composed by the lieT. Banker Gaji 
of HinadiJe, Kav Hampshire. 

Here fies cot down fike mtripe Fnut 
A Sen of AaiM Tbte 

• Many of the facts contained in this notice xrere snpplied by tbe Rev, Cnnon 
Micnjfth Townsend, of CUarenoeTille, Lower Canada, the (axly aurviving son of 
Micah Townaeod. The other aoorcea oooaolted are, the George Clinton Paper% 
la ir. T. atlto Ub, v«L tUL 4m. U87; ToL siL tetna FrtHlmi* ia cOot 
Btfrte H. T., ndU^ 101 imuH V. T. Tiw, Goaa..L SOi, fSl, T4«» Mt| 
&4S4 of N. T., Holfe ed, 1717-1788, p. 47. Barber'a N. T. Hirt. CWl, 

ed. IR-n, vp. 468, 508-601. Journal (r(>n Am. Yt, Oct 1784, pp. 18, 29. WH- 
baim 8 IlisL V t , ii. '2f>i. Slade's Yt BUte Papen^ pfi 491, 611, 616» 681. Dea- 
iag'a Cat VU patmn. 
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And Jca^ Tist Us Wift 

CtlTd Jmtbn flf WiuM Ml Lift 

The dajt aO Siunm'd (how Short th' Account) 

Scircety to ^urtecii jtan Amount 

Bom on the Twehwch of May Wu He 

In Seventeen Hundred Sixty Three 

To Death he fell a helpless Prey 

April the Five 6c Twentieth Day 

In Seventeen Hundred Seventy Seven 

fjaitcing this World We hope for H^ven 

But tho Jus Spirits fled on High * \ 

Hit body monld'ring here muft Se 

Behold the: amazing liieni^OI^ 

Effected hf Jnoculation t 

The Meani improved his ISh to Stv^ 

UttiT^ed him headlong to the Grave. 

Full in the Bloom of Youth he M 

Alas What human Tongue can teE 

The Mothers Grief her Aoguiih Show 

Or paint (he Fathers heavier Woo 

Who now no nat'ral offljprii^ has 

His ample Fortune to pofleis 

To fill his Place Stand in his Stead 

Or bear his Name When he is dead 

So God Ordain'd, His Ways arc Juft 

Tho Empires Crumble into Duft 

Life and the World Mere Bubbles are 

fict loofe to theii^a &r tieavea piepare. 
In the same grave-yard are deposited the mortal xemaiDS ot 

In Memofy of 
Mr. Amoe Tnte, 
who died April 17tii 
U9Q in the «Otli 
fMT el his 

« 

I Tttiut be meatund hjf ny 9<ml 
Ilk MuuPi $iaiidmd <>f ikt 

Mm. 
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Bj hit will Mr. Tate devised certain tractor farm of land, 
iitoato and bcii^ in Brafcflaboioiifl^'' Ibr 
In that town.* 



BOTALL TTLXE. 




Undeb the colonial gov- 
ernment of Massachn- 
fietts, the Hon. liojall 
l^ler, who resided in 
Boston, held several star 
tions of distinction. At 
tiiat place his second 
son, the satject oi this 
notice, was bom, ^in 
the neighboiliood of 
Fanenil Hall,'' in tiie 
year 1758, and was at 
first called Wil- 
liam OlarkTfler. 
On the death of 
his father, the 
name of the son 
was charioted by 
an act of the Gen- 
eral court, and at 
the snggestion of his mother, to Royall Tyler, and under this 
name he entered Harvard College, at the early age of fon rteen. 
While at this institution, he evinced a fondness for study and a 
readiness of apprehension which gave him a high position 
among the memhers of his class. His collegiate career was 
disturbed by the war of the reTolntion, but in spite of inter- 
ruption he maintained an honorable standing, and on gradu- 
ating in 1776, received the usual degree of B. A., and the aj^ 
pcnntment of valedictorian. In the same year the B. A. degree 
was conilnTed upon him by Yale College, as an honorary dis- 
tinctioQ. He proceeded lli»ter of Arts at hk own Alma Ma^^ 
in 1779, and receiTed the same degree from the IJniyenity of 




• Aofei tad Lnrt of Yi, 17M» pfk St» S4 



Digitized by Gopgle 



BOX ALL TTLBB. 



Yeni H nt in 1811. In 1802, he was clioeen a member of tlie 
Cor]'<>ration of the latter institntion, which position he held until 
181 ii, and wab professor of j uribprudence in the same semmary 
of leaniing from 1811 to 1814. 

Souu af>er leaving cnliege he stndied law with Francis Dana 
of Cambridge. During the war he served for a short time as 
aide-de-camp to General Lincoln, and was enpfaged in the Bame 
capacity in the years 1786 and 1787, " when tliat officer com- 
manded the military force of Massachusetts, called out to sup- 
press the rebeUion of Daniel ShajB." He was also deputed 
hj Gk>yeraor Bowdoln to the goyemmeiit of New York, to 
make arrangements for the delivery of Shays and liis adher- 
ents to the authorities of Hassachusetts, should they escape to 
that state." For the purpose of conducting similar negotiationa 
with the gOTemment of Yermonty he was sent to the General 
Assembly of that state, daring the month of October, 1786L 
His energy and enterprise in this emergency were of great 
yalne in leading the neighboring states to take efficient mea- 
sures in preyenting the rioters from receiving external aid. 
After spending the years of his early manhood in the practice 
of the law, not only in Boston bnt in the neighboring towns, he 
removed to Vermont, and married Miss Pa^er, the daughter 
of an old and valued friend. Becoming a citizen of Brattle- 
borongli, he, in 1801, purchjised the residence of Micah Towti- 
send. lliri ubiiitieb as a lawyer and ;i man of learning were 
already extensively acknowledged, and he soon numbered 
among liis friends many of the most able, polished, apd social 
gentlemen of his adopted state. 

In 1796 he was appointed state's attorney for Windham 
county, and held the otHce nntil the year 1800. He presided 
as side judge of the Supreme court of Vermont from 1801 to 
1806, when he was chosen chief judge. This position he r^ 
tained until the year 1812. Party strife and ill health com- 
bined were tlie causes which prevented lum from being chosen 
to fill this office for a longer period. Fmni the year 1815 to the 
year 1S21 he was register of probate for Windham coonty, and 
this, it is believed,, was the last public station he was called to 
occupy. An idea of the. originality of his style and manner 
in arguing a case, under cirenmstances calculated to produce 
embarrassment, may be gained from the following anecdote^ 
' At a court held in. Newfane, he undertook his firat case after 
he left the bench. He had not practised for a long time, and 
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many of the kw} erg at the bar had never heard him addrem a 
jury. At tliu period referred to, the disease of which he died 
—a cancer oii the left side of tlie noec, near the eye — caneed 
him to wear a patch of black silk on his face, which did not 
tend to improve hifl appearance. The caae wag one of impor- 
tance, invuiving tlic prn|K'rty of his cHeTit, a certain Mr. Rich- 
ardson. The op]>osiiiir comdscI, in presenting tlieir jih^'fi**, made 
frequent rejections up' »n the ex-chief-jnstice, declaring? that his 
faculties wei*(> t'ailing, that he had a disoase about iiim, and that 
he had been turned from the bench for incapacity. Daring the 
delivetj of these se&tianente Judge Tyler sat within the barj 
ttking notes, and apparently entirely oblivions of what wag 
f$m^ iiomid kim< Wheor ^ tim« eame for him to addiM 
to vote in his phiettf md tandlig his back upon 1^ 
mrdre men whoso minde he wae dcB&ooB of infloencing, called 
oittto lui otSontt-^^Biehivdaoat oom heref BbbtfdMa 
0lmrM up in grMt m^oBAAme^ and mad^ kk wty tiuDogk 
erowded oonrt-room to tho Mltbg witidn wMeb lawyeM 
iiftr ^BMhirdMmf* eaid Jndge O^l^v timing to thai kidi« 
fiiadf iriio immMilhigily aorpriied at the odcUly of the pro* 
aaedings, ^*g(i hooift! Rein la iftr ase ef yoar Myiag iMt^t 
Ithoi^ ymi had # May a godd aaee I " He th^ went oo, 
with Ms boelt to tfid^ jnrf imd jndge, to fell his efient alf the 
stronpf points of his case, making it very plain, or, at least, 
making it appeai-, that Kichardson had been basely abused by 
Ae lawyers on the other side. " But," said he in conclusion, 
" I was mistaken in supp^^ing- yon liad any rights that conld be 
maintained. It appears you have no case because my faculties 
are t■ailinL^ and, wliat 18 worse, you have no case at all, h^rmm 
I k<me tku pcbtch on my nam. €h> home ! (ro home I 1 can't 
bo erpccted to pay a word to the jnry niuler pnch circum* 
stances! " With these words dndire Tyler sat down. The op* 
posing counsel were dumbfoundered at this mode of attnck^ 
bat t^ jnry mre only ont k>ng eaoaj^ Id make up fi>r Eie^ 
akdeon a most satiefoctory verdict 

Social in his disposition and poesesding a mind wdl stofed 
with iafantatiofi derived both from books attd tiieir prototypes, 
xBen, he was the daligtat of ail who knoKr hii% and tr«B the lead- 
lag spuit <m thoae oocariotiH whea tha wStt^, Ito letfmed, airf 
IhewteiMa aatembled. To hig^ mental abilit|f ihera 
jciiied In Ida ehaneter an tncommonly benevoieat and ftlendly 
diQNMit&oni which gained faim the love and lespeot of many 
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^taebed Iricnda. As a jndge he was coiu«uiiti<Ni% dear-misded^ 
aodjiis^both^aiiatiunlatweof night fitkik an egtongivt kucn/h 
kdgQoCfOPMedeiita. His himanily,fl»MigkttatoiUy ^ 

dtibno^ htt waft pnUic^irited mi liberal; aa a naigfabory 
tlkoagbtM and iioobtRiahna; aa a hnatMoid, Had and attentrror 
QIa widow atill aomraa lunii ib llieteigoynwiitof all her mental 
&etiltiee» though adyaiieed in tba octogeoariaB rank. Tlw 
remaina of Jadge Tyler repose in the burial-^TiDd at Brattle- 
borough. A white marble stone, which imarks t]ic placu uf his 
eepulturei beam upon ii& face the ioiluwmg inscription ; 

ROYALL TYLER 
Beip. ¥• Mont Cor. Sup* Jniid. 
' Princ. 

MOKTEM ObIFT 

HiaXYI- Aug. Anno Domini 
MDCCX^XXYL 
Etatia Bq» 
LXYWL 
Uxor et liberi- 

^Laa aasECDQ pooaHdaas 
Omvanint* 

AaaaanlrlbutortofliaaMlylitaaaliiiwef Aii witfy, Jtu^ 
Tjks nuamwia to ba heKd in baaanibl* mnembnum. Tha 
anncKad aaaomit af bia wiil&fB» ia tato IKmi Aal moat 
Talnable and Itetaftd woik^ tba ^<^cIo|aadia of Anefioa«» 

literature." 

**Royall Tyler was a wit, a poet, and a chief justice. His 
life certainly deserves to be narrated witli more particularity 
tlian it has yet received. His writings, too, should bo collected 
aiid placed in an accessible form. American literature cannot be 
charged with poverty, while it has Buch valuables uninvested, 
in its forgotten repfwitoricp." ...... In the year 17^6 while at 

2s ew York, fur the jairpose of conducting some negntiationp con- 
nected with the sii|)]ires8ion of the iShays rcltellion, "a comedy 
which he had written daring his miUtary service wan produced 
on the stage. It was entitled *The Contrast,' and has the dis- 
tinction of being the first stage production in which the Yankae 
dialect and atoiy-telling eince bo familiar in die parts aiiilMi 
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for Hadcett, H01, and othm^irM employed. It wm more dian 
that It Wis the fint AmArican plajr which was ever acted on 
a regular stage hy an ealabltthed company of oomediana. it 
was played at the old John Stx^t Theatre in New York, mider 
the management of HaUam and Henry, April 16thy 1786.* 
ItB sacoeH was such as to Indooe the anthor to prodnee a second, 
entitled ^ May Day, or New Yotk in an XTproar,' for the benefit of 
the uctor Wi^'nell in the May following. 

" The CoiiuLi j Jonathan, in the * Contrast/ on a visit to town, 
drops into the tlicatre with tlie expectation of seeing ' a hocus- 
pocus man/ and gits out a perforinaaco of the * Schcwji for 
Scamhil ' without any notion that he has visited a play-house. 
On being asked if lie saw the man with his tricks : * Wliy, I 
vow,' fiays he, *a8 I was looking out for him. they lifted up a 
great green cloth, and let ns look right into the next neighbor's 
house.' * Have jou a good many houees in New York made 
in that ere way I' he asks ; and is told, not noany. To an in- 
qniiy whether ho saw the fAmily, and how he liked them, he 
replies ; * Why, I vow, they were pretty much like other £Gani> 
lies. There was a poor, good-natured curse of a husband, and 
a sad rantipole of a wife.' At the dose, he asks for his money, 
as he has not had the show. ' The dogs a bit of a sig^t have I 
seen,' he says, < unless you call listening to people's piirate 
businees a dght' 

Tyler not long after gained considerable reputatioiL by hia 
oontributians to that very pleasant newspaper and migcdlany, 
one of the very best of its tod ever published in this ooontiy, 
the ' Farmer's Weekly Hnsenm,' published at Wa^ole in New 
Hampshire, by iBaiah Tbomas and David Oarfisle. When 
Dennie became its editor, Tyler was called in to assist him with 
luB contributions ' from the shop of Messrs. Colon and Spondee,' 
an amufiincr melange of light verse, and entertaining social and 
political btjuibs, which he had already opened in the journals, 
the ^ Eagle' at Hanover, the ^ Federal Orreiy ' at Boston, and 
the ' Tablet' 

" Tyler also published a series of papers with the title, * An 
Authors Evenings,' in the *Port Folio' for 1S01, and subse- 
quently. A liberal collection of the ' Colon and Spondee' pa- 
pers is included in a volume published by Thomas and Thomas 

* He gftTtflMoopyn^tolhepiiiidiMlMloriB 1lmpiM6^ingi^ 
lUud it by lulmriptiiHL 
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at WalpolQ in 1801, entitled 'The Spirit of the Fanners Mtt- 
seum, and Lay Preachers Gazette.' His facility in verse in 
thetic compositions was remarkable. He had great command 
of versification and an abundant fnnd of impromj)tu hiuiior. 
His * Colon and Spondee ' articles are divided between ledc i al 
politics, attacks on French democracy, the Delia Cniscan lite- 
rature, and the fashionable frivolities of the day. Tlie ])ara- 
graphfl in prose show tlie anthor's wit, taste in literature, and 
strongly marked opinions of the federal school in politics. 

"In 1797, he wrote a comedy iu three acts, 'The Georgia 
Spec, or Land in the Moon,' in ridicule of a speculating mania 
for wild Yazoo lands. It was repeatedly performed in Boston 
with success. He wrote some other dramatic prodnctionsi but 
none of thetn have been published. 

" In 1797, appeared from the i>reB? of David Carlisle, at Wal- 
pole, in two vol nines, his ' Al«j:erine Oaptive, or the life and 
Adventures of Updike Underbill : Six YeaiB a Prisoner among 
the Algerines.' It is dedicated to the poet HnmphreyB. This 
woric IB said to hare been mistaken b^ an English critic for a 
namtlye of actual adTentiire. It la a fictitioiis book of me- 
jftkoin, in which the author yentilateB his opmiona on yarioua 
topics of American society, paints the horrore of the slave- 
trade, and the now almost incomprehensible grievances which 
tibe JSnropean and American powers for a long time endured 
from the assumptions of the Algerines. In the close of the work^ 
there are some sketches of Mahometanism* The book is written 
in short chapters, with spirit and neatness of style. There is 
quite enough of ingenuity in the thought, coupled with the de- 
scriptions of the manners of the times, to redeem this work from 
the neglect into which it has fallen. Tliongh printed in, at least, 
a second American edition, it is now exceedingly scarce. 

" 111 1701^ he composed a Fourth of Jnly ode for the public 
celebration of the day at Windsor, Vennunt, and a convivial 
song for the same occasion. He was frcc^uently called \i]m.ii 
for these services, and for the occasional prologues in vogue at 
charitable and other theatrical benefits. 

*' In lS04r, wc notice Tyler as a contriliutor of verses to the 

* Columbian Sentinel.' In 1800, he pnl^li^hed two volnmes of 

* Reports of Cases in the Supreme Court ol Vermont.' lie «till 
continued to write for the jounmls, in the Port Folio, ami in 
other quarters. Some of his latest productions appeared in the 
'New £ngland Galaxj.' In 1806, he was a contributor to 
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Buckiiiglijiiirs monthly periodical, * The Polyanthus,' of tli@ 
papers entitled *TriLsh,' and a uuinbcr of fujfitive poeticid 
pieces, and aeain, on the revival of the pul lic;itinn in IHIS." 

Though the ^rritiugs of Judge Tyler art; l)ut little known at 
the present day, ypf his ability has been warmly eulogized by 
those best acquainted with his scattered prodnctione. "Tyler'a, 
contributions to the FarmcrV Mupeum,^ oT)8erve8 the Kon. J. 
T. Buckingham, " were numeroug, and, if collected, would till 
Bevend v<^imieB. He wrote rapidly, and could vary his style 
*from grave to gay, lively to severey'^iiB easily m Ike cotild 
draw on his glove. Most of the articles, puipoitSng tD be ^ from 
Hhe Shop of Meesrs. Colon and %K>ndee,' were written by himf 
lihe poetical pieces, I believe, are all of his composition. ThesSr 
he generally threw off with a dash oC tlie peii| seldoa takiii^ 
any pains to revise them. They are noted for inaccnraoy of 
ihymes— « delbct which he ttionght hardly wertfay of BJs attan^ 
tkm^-^bnt (hey ate r«ailDabl»£r sprigh&iness of tbooglit and 
ezpreenon, aoi an easy low of language. They embasood 
topics of all eortoi local and gsncnd, temporary and permaiMB^ 
and were wdl charged witii wit and humor. The compUndctt 
of the political articles wae purely fsderuL^ The rennzha ef 
the Iti v. Ilosea Bcckley respecting the literary efforts of Jndge 
Tyler, though a little adulatory, are worthy of notice. " Hig 
Algerine Captive is one of the best works of the kind which 
OUT country has produced, and is evidence of Lrreat invention 
and vei-satility of talents in the writer. Several of his charges 
to juries and cmderaned criniiiials were published, and are 
specimens of eleirant coTnjH»Bition, as well aB evidence of his 
professional knowledge. He was a man nf ready wit and great 
facetiousnees. So innate was his vein of hunu>r, that in his last 
days, under the painful and melancholy inroads of a cancer, 
scintillations from his happy genius wonld occasionally borst 
forth. His pen was often applied to oorroet and poliBh maenv- 
scripts designed for the press."* 

The limits of tins sketch will not alkm of the introdnetion of 

• ilarv. GolL Triennial Catalogue. Yale Coli. Tru nmal Catalogue. Tbomp- 
•on^B YL, Pari IL pp. 149, 150. Deming's Cat^ogue Vu Officers^ pauim, Ira 
AUtt^k BkL Vt, S48. B«elE]«/B ffiat Vt, p. 274. Cyclopadift «t Am. UL, 
bj EL A. Mid Gw L. Di^UMk, L 416-42a Dnnlap'a Hist Am. TbeAtre, Lon^ 
ed., 18S8, pp^ 185-141. Monthly Anthology, Booton, ix. 844-847 Buckiugham's 
Specimens of N«w^per literature, I IGl, 162; ii. 177, 197, luii-ilO, 226. The 
Spirit uf Uie F«nn«r'« MuMom and Laj Freacher'B Gasettc^ Walpole, N. 11, 1801, 
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in% <M estraet flrom his irritiDgs. Tbafc Bebetod It a dwpter 
from I2i0 Algerine GaptlTe. Tliei author, in iSbSti itttaDce, ap* 
pears as a 8Brge(m on boud of a Bisver, Tb» title of the chap* 
ter ifl — 

"Treatment of the Slaves on boakd the Ship. — Of one 
hundred and fifty Africans, we rejected seventeen, as not mer- 
chantable. While I was donbting which to lament most, tliose 
who were about being precipitated into all the miseries of an 
American slavery, or those whom we had rejected, as too wretched 
for slaves, Captain Kussell was consfratulating the slave con- 
tractors u|>nii the immense good luck tliey had, in not stiftering 
more by tins lot of human creatures. I understood that, what 
from wounds received by some of these mi?erfib]o creatures at 
their capture, or in their violent struggles for liberty, or at- 
tempts at suicide; with the fatigue of a long' jciurney, partly 
over the burning sands of a sultry climate, it was usual to esti- 
mate the Um in the paeeage to the aea^ore, at twenty-five per 
cent 

No sooner was the purchase completed, than these wretched 
Africans were transported in herdi aboard the aiilp, ttid imme- 
diatdy precipitated between decks, where a strong chain, at- 
tached to a staple in the lower deok, was riveted to the bar, 
before described ; and then the men were chained in pairs^ and 
ilso handcuffed, and two sailors with entlasBee gnittded eveiy 
twettfy: whaAe the women and children were lied togeiSier in 
pain with ropes, and obliged to snpplj the meni with pKMrisions, 
tod the ahub bucket; oif, if the jonng women were reletted, it 
was only to gratify the bmtal hut of the salbrs: ftr, tibongh I 
easnot say I ever was witness to an aotasi Mpe, yet tfei6 fre- 
qnent shridctt of these forlorn femalea in die hvr&^B <^ the sea- 
men, left me little charity to donbt of the repeated commission 
of that degrading crime. The ere after we had neelved the 
slaves on board, all hands were piped on deck, and ordered to 
assist in manufacturing and knotting cat-o'-nine-tails, the appli- 
cation of which, I was informed, was always necessary to bring 
the slaves to their appetite. The night alter they came on 
board, w'AA spent by these wretched people in sobbings, groans, 
tears, and the most heart-rending bursts of sorrow and des]\air. 
The next monn'ng, all was stilL Surprised by tliis unexpected 
silence, I almost hoped that Providence, in pity to these her 
miserable children, had permitted some kindly sutibcation to 
put a peiiod to their anguish. It was neither novel nor uuex- 
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pccted to the abip'fl cmr. ' It is only the dumb fit come on,' 
cried every one; ^we will dure them.' After breakfast, the 
whole ship's crew went between decks, and carried with theni 
the provisions for the sUtcb, which they one and all refosed to 
eat A more afl^ting gronp of miseiy was never seen. Iheee 
injored Africans, preferring death to skvery, or perhaps bnoyed 
above the fear cf disaolntion bj their religion, which taught 
them to look with an eye of liuth to a conntry beyond the grave, 
where they shonld again meet the friends and relatives, from 
whose endearmentfi they had been torn, and where no fiend 
should torment, or Christian thirst fur gold, had, wanting other 
means, resolved to starve themselves, and every eye lowered 
tlie fixed resolve of thi» Ueatily intent. In vain were Llie men. 
beaten. They refused to taste one mouthful ; and, I believe, 
would hare died under the operation, if the ingeniouo cruelty 
of the ^ i k, Kaudulph, had not f^u^^ireftted tlie ph\n of whipping 
the women and children in giglit of the men ; assuring the men 
they should be tormenlL'd until all had eaten. "What the tor- 
ments, exercised on the bodies of these l)rave Africans, failed 
to produce, the feelings of hature effected. The negro, who 
couJid undauntedly expire under the anguish of the lash, could 
not view the agonies of his wife, child, or his mother ; and, 
though repeatedly encouraged by these female sufferers, un- 
moved by their torments, to persevere unto death ; yet, though- 
the man dared to die, father relented, and in a few howBi 
they all ate their provisions, ming^ with their tears, 

^ Our slave deM^rs being unable to fulfil their contract, unless 
we tarried three imeks longer, our captain concluded to remove 
to some other m^i^Eet We accordingly weighed anchor, and 
steered for Benin, and anchored in the river Formosa, where we 
took in one hundred and fifl^en more slaves. The same process 
in the purchase was pursued here ; and, though I frequently 
assured the captain, as a physician, that it was impracticable to 
stow fifty more persons between decks, without endangering 
health and life, the whole liuadicil and fifteen were thrust with 
the rest, between decks. The stagnant confined air of this 
infernal hole, rendered more deleterious by the stench of the 
fwces, and violent perspiration of such a crowd, occasioned 
putrid diseases ; and even while in the mouth of the Formosa,* 
• it was usual to tlin»w nno or two Negro corj)se8 over every day. 
It was in vain I remonstrated to the caj^tain. In vain I enforced 
the necessity of more commodious berths, and a more free infiuz 
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of air for the^rea. la rain I lepraented, that these mueniblo 
people had been xaed to the vegetable diet and pore air of a 
ooontiy life; that at home they were remarkable for eleasli- 
neee of perBOn^ the veiy ritee of their religion coMiating ahnoet 
entirely in frequent ablations. The captain was, by this time, 
prej ucUced against me. He observed tiiat he did not doubt my 
skill, and would be bound by my advice, as to the health of 
those on board his ship, when he found I was actuated by the 
interest of the owners ; but, he feared, that I was now moved 
by some Yar^cee nonsense about kuman^. 

Randolph, tlie clerk, blamed me in plain terms. He said ho 
had made seven African voyages, aiid with as good surgeons as 
I was ; and that it was their common practice, when an infec- 
tions disorder prevailed among the slaves, to make critical Bcarch 
for all those who liad the slightest symptoms of it, or whose 
habits of body inclined them to it; to tie tliem up and cast them 
over the shij^'s side together, and thus, at one dash, to purify the 
ship. *Wliat siffnifieB,' added he, 'the liven of the black 
devils ? Tliey love to die. You cannot please them better than 
by chucking them into the water.* 

" When we stood out to sea, the rolling of the vessel brought 
on the sea-sickness, which increased the filth. Tlie weather 
beini:; rough, we were obliged to close some of the ports which 
ventilated the space Ijetween decks ; and death raged dreadtully 
among the slaves. Above two thirds were diseased. It was 
affecting to observe the ghastly smile on the countenance of the 
dying African, as if rejoicing to escape Ihe cruelty of his oppres- 
son. I noticed one man, who gathered all his strength, and, in 
one last effort, spoke with great emphasis, and expired. I 
understood by the linguist, that, with his dying breath, he 
invited his wife, and a boy and girl to follow him quickly, and 
slake their thirst with him at the cool streams of their Qreal 
Father, beyoiui the reach of the wild white besets. The captain 
was now alarmed Ibr the success of his voyage; and upon my 
urging the necesnty of landing the slaves, he ordered the ship 
about, and we anchored near an uninhabited part of the gold 
oosst, I conjecture not fiu* fimm Cape St PauL 

Tents were erected on the shore, and the side landed. Under 
my direction they recovered surprisingly. It was a£Eboting to 
see the eflflM^ gende usage had upon (heee hitherto sallen, obsti- 
nate people. As I had the sole direction of the hospital, they 
looked on me as the source of this sudden transition from the 
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filth and rigor of the ship, to tli0 ckanluien and kmdneaB o£ 
th^ alum llieur gratituida was ezc^ive. Whm ihej reco 
vered to far «• to oat, bi^py was he, who eolildy hj picking 
a £bw banieai gpilienDg tha wild fruits of the oonntiy, or doing 
any menial aervieea, manifeat his affection forme. Oor liDgniat 
haa told me, be baa often beard them behind tlia bnahes^ P'oj* 
iug to tbeir God for my prosperity, and asking bim widi earn- 
estneaty why he put my good Uaik 8o«l into a tpMa body. In 
twelTo daya all the ewTalemntB were retoined to the ahip, 
except five who staid with me on abore^ a»d were to be takeo 
on board the next day."* 



With the history of Cumberland county, 
the name of Col. Samuel Wells is closely 
connected. He was the son of Jonathan 
Wells and Mary, his second wife, and was 
bom at Deerfield, Massachusetts, on die dtli of September, 1730. 
He bad three brothm, Jonathan, David and Oliver, and two 
fluten, Mary and Bebeooa. He married Hannah Sheldon, and 
in July, 176d, settled in BmlUeboroiigb on a farm of six bmfc> 
deed aersa, sitnatod aboat a mile north of the East Tillage. * 
Heif waa bom bia Ikmily of thirteen diildren, two of whom 
died in inikncy . Hie remaining fiye sons and six dangbters, all, 
with the exception of one dangbter, married in Brattfeborongb* 
A grant of twelre bondred aeres of land in Canada having 
been made to each of them by the Crown, as a compensation 
for the losses which Colonel Wells had suiFercd during the Ke- 
vuiution on account of his adherence to the King, they all 
removed thither between the years ITUS and 1802. The daugh- 
ters were married to Saniuel Gale, Ephraim jNash, Micah 
Tnwnscnd, Jonathan GortoTi, Kfithaniel Cliurch, and Ephraim 
Stimpson. None of C^l. WLlls'jj children, bearing his name, 
were ever proiuineut men, nor yet of his sons-in-law, with the 
exception of Samuel Gale, who married Rebecca, his first 
daughter, and Micah Towns^nd, who married hia third dangbter. 
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At l3ie tbne of his removal to Bratdeborangh, the populatum 
«f lluit portion at the I^ew HampshirB Chants, was small and 

eparse, and many of the pioneers ctf civilization were contented 
Trhcn they were so fortunate as to secure a roof for shelter and 
food to sustain life. The condition of Colonel Wells was, how- 
ever, superior to that of most of the early settlers of Vermont, 
and the influence of his character and position was for many 
yeai>^ extensively acknowledcre^l. Upon the establishment of 
Cumberland county "by the iroveniment of New York, he was 
apjM>intcd a judge of the Inferior court of Common Pleas, a 
justice of the peace, and was authorized by a dedimus poiestatem 
commiasioii, to swear all who should take office in the county. 
The commiBBions issued in conformity with these appointmentei 
wm all dated the 17th of July, 1766, and he served under 
them until the authority from wiiioli thej were derived ceased 
to be acknowledged by the people. Dnring llie same period 
■he was die chief xnilitaiy man in the aontfaem part of the comity* 
When, in answer to the petition of the inhabitants o^ this 
triet, die Conndl of New York, by an order dated the 98d of 
December, 1773, authorized them to choose two representatiyes 
to the Geneval Assembly, Samnel Wells and Ohrean Bmsh were 
TCtnmed, and took thcdr seals in the latter bodjr on the fid of 
Febmaiy, 1778. As a memento of this election there is still 
preserved a note, written to Colonel Wells by John Bolton, who 
was probably a successful wire-puller, dated at " Westminster, 
June the 11th, 1778." It is to be reerretted that the items covered 
by the word ^^Nesesares^' were not stated. The note is in tlieee 
words: 

"Sir: I have paid unto Jont Safford nine fc5hillin*r> and Six 
ponce Lawful inoncr of the Bay Province, for Ncsesares the 
People of Halifax had when they Come to Lcxtion if you wold 
be 80 good as to pay y* same to Mr. Whipple y* Bearer by 
next thursday so as he may bring it to me, jon will much oblige 
your Humble Servt" 

At the time of the Massacre" at Westminster in 1775, Co- 
lonel Wells, although one of the oomt judges, was in attend* 
anee apoii the Geneiml Assembly at New York, and was not 
aware of the drcnmstaBoes connected with the developimeni 
sod fesalts of tha sffiny, nntil the aniyal of the messengen 
who had been dispatdiedwi&tiie tidings. conneefti^m wi A 
his ooUeagoe Brn^, he is supposed to have been inatnunental 
in praparing the dspositiens whidi were signed by the messeor 



Digrtized by Google 



720 



HI8T0KY OF luASTERN VliRMO&T. 



gers and preeented to the Aflsemblj) oootauung an acoonut of 
tile Massacre'* favorable to the action of the Crown aidhd* 
rents, and condemnatory of the conduct of the Whiga. Li the 
aame year, during the recess of the Assembly, he joined the 
ministerial memben in a letter to General Gage at Boston,* 
and seldom failed to evince a loyal disposition, even after po* 
lic v ]j;nl dictated an opposite course of action. On guspicion 
of having been engaged in an attempt to introduce arms into 
Cumberland county in behalf of Great Britain, for the puipose 
of reinstating and maintaining tlic administration of justice 
therein, lie was examined before the New York committee of 
safety on the 12th of September, 1775, dui'ing tlie recess (»f the 
Pri)\iricial Conp^ress, but he was dismissed, notliing liaviug 
been jtroved airainst him. Though o])posed to tlie Americiui 
cause, he had sulMcient skill and influence to preserve his pro 
perty from confiscation, but was not able wholly to escape the 
odium which attached to a Loyalist, or the punishments which 
a profession of this nature so often incurred. From the records 
of the committee of safety for Cumberland counfy, it appears 
that Lieut. Leonard Spaulding, a most patriotic member from 
Dumraerston, allowed his enmity towards Colonel WeUa to 
manifest itself, on one occasion, in a most improper manner. 
Hie incident referred to was noticed by the committee In their 
proceedings on the 25th of July, 1776, and in order to wipe 
out the disgrace which had been cast upon them by the nnwar- 
ranted act of the fiery Dummerstonian, they reedved that 
Lieutenant Bpaulding make suitable Confession to this Com- 
mittee for his Conduct in Taking Col*- Wells by militaiy force ; 
that mode of proceeding Being Contraiy to Uie minds of tiiis 
Committee, and also a Violation of. a Certain Beedve formerly 
passed by this Committee." To this resolution is appended the 
following noto: — ^**Mr. Spaulding Comply 'd with the above 
Vote by his making proper Confession, &c." In the New 
York Gazette under date of June 23d, 1777, it is stated tJiat 
"Judge Wells of Brattleborough had been hitclv confined to 
his farm and otherwise ill-treated," and it i?. kuown tliat^ for a 
long time, pennission was granted to any one to shoot him, 
should ho be found beyond the bounds of his acres. 

His deM:)tion to the interests of tho mk ther coimtry, though 
it did not lead him to avow openly tlie principles of a Lovalist 
was euiiiciently strong to eTilist his services in a private manner 
in her behalf. Daring tho period in wliich the British agents 
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in Canada were endeavoring to negotiate aa alliance with the 
principal men in Vermont, for the purpoee of reducing that 
state to the condition of a Crown province, Im efforts were 
directed in behalf of this end. In a lelter to General Frederick 
Haldimand, dated at New York, May 8th, 1781, and written, 
it IB sappoeed, hy Beverly Bobinson, notice is taken of the 
willingness of Wells to promote the intereats of Great Britain. 
" Colonel Wells of Brattleborongh," said this writer, ^baa eeni 
bis 8on-i]t4aw* with verbal information that throwe great light 
npon the oondnet of Vermont We take him to 1^ a friend, 
and he says by this meaeenger that yon know bim to be eo. la 
it true I He offers bia senices for a monthly interchange of 
letters between Canada and the coast of Connedicnt, where we 
are to find a friend to give and recave dispatches. Do you 
approve of this oonfidoice f 

JhMt the offer of WeUi was nltunately accepted, and that be 
and Luke Knowlton of Newfime, lent tiieir aid to advance the 
interests of Great Britain, is proved by the following f ucte In 
the month of April, 1782, Christopher Osgood of Bi attlebo- 
rongh, a house wright by occupation, was hired by Knowlton to 
carrv' a letter to William Smith of the city of New York, who 
had toinicrlj been chief justice of the province. The letter, it 
was supposed, was I'rom General Haldimand, and M as bronght 
finm Caoiiila to Kewfane by Solomon Ball. Osgood received 
ffMiii Knowlton twenty-eight dollars for this service, and on Iub 
return early in June, received from Smith an undirected letter, 
with verbal orders to deliver it to Knowlton and a reward of 
thirty guineas for his trouble. In the month of August follow- 
ing Shadrach Ball arrived at Brattleborough with another letter 
itom Canada directed to Smith. Osgood was on this occasion 
employed by Wells, who gave him five pounds to take the let- 
ter to New York. After remaining a few days in that city, he 
set out on his return, being the bearer of a letter without direc- 
tion ikom tlie British secretary Morgan, which he bad orders to 
deliver to Wells. For this last service be was rewarded with 
fifty gnineas. Of the information commnnicated he was igno- 
rant, bat waa commanded to destroy the letters in the event of 
bis capture. 

The fiust Ibat an embassy of thiB character bad been estab- 

* Samuel Q«le ia probably referred to. His as»ociate« were amoug the Britiah 
wSSttaty, and hia aympalliitt openly and wholly with royalty. 
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liahed beooBuag known to th« ant^ontiei of Eliode Iibnd, 
measQM wm faiaediately taken to end it In the latter part 
of Oetpber) or eaiij in NovembeTt theaberiff of thai etate ar- 
rivedinBfaitliBi»h)Tigh»>ati^^ 

him to FKmdflii^ Heie oil tha of No¥enibar, at a a9> 
akm of the ooilrt itf aaaiae and g^ml JaiL,d#Tei7|thd ^aa 
bioagfat befim the Hon. Paal Mvmford, duef j]BBtiioe,s(|f tfna 
Bnperior coui of judicature, and npon eTamination. 
the fteta ahoive atetod. The ^^Infonnatioii otf Chiial^her 
Osgood" was cm the lOlh, aant hgr the lieatenaat QoT«pinor.of 
Bhode Uand to OoDgrefl8» aeoompanied by a letter flpom , Aaft 
(OffifliaL nnae docnmentB, "eentaining mdenfle" aa wai| then 
etated, '^that aome of the leadeie in Yennont, and particola^ 
Lnke Enowlton, who had been deputed in the year 1780 to Con- 
gress Jis agent for that party opposed to its independence, but who 
had bince cliangcd sides, li ad been intriguing with the uneniy 
in Now York'' — these duciuueut.s were read in Congress on the 
25t]i, iind were referred to Samuel Osgood, Dauiel Cujrull, aiid 
John Rntledge. 

In acting upon their report, which was presciUed ontlieSTth, 
Concrress, by a resolution piissed in secret B(^ion, directed the 
coinmander-in-chief "to take iunnediate ineaenres for appre- 
hending and securing Luke Knowltou of Xew fane, and Samuel 
"VVellB of Brattieborongh, both of the district of country common- 
ly called the New llampshiru ( irunt^, west of Connecticut river, 
and sucli others within the district aforesaid as there may be 
good reason to apprehend have been concerned with the said 
Knowlton and Wc^ in a dangerona corr^pondence and intei^ 
ooone with the enemy.'' Permission was also granted to the com- 
mander-in-chief to notify to thoae exercising anthority in the 
diatriot aforesaid" the gnmnds upon which the arrest was de- 
man led, Attheaame time, the sobject of the independence 
of Vermont was discussed, and repreeentatives fnm a nnmber 
of the states declared their viewa on the enbjecfc* 

On the 8d of December, the aame topic waa again bronglit for- 
ward, and the opinion waa openly eipreaaed that the leadera of 
Yennont were ^ perfidiona men*" In order to warn the nortbent 
etatea of the dangers to which they were ezpoeed by the 
machinationa of intenud foea^ Coogreea reaolTed, in aecret aes> 
aion, to ftuniflh a copy of Ghriatopher Osgood'a declaration to 
the supreme execntiTca of the atatea of New HiampahirB, 
MasaachnaettB, Connecticnt, and New York.* The ehaigea 
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coQtaiiied Is his *'i9fi»iii«ti<)i^'':iitipfio«l»>g «• 'tb^.4i4, Mttin 

dered ihia cpii«e h e Bt omy jbr.tfag «tfely <rf,aiL Fotimt to 

YennODt to imit Welli Hud SdowIIc% bnlthojliiid Imn pre- 
THrady infoifiDed thit iaoh to ftttfivipt would be mmkbf a&diiad 
Idt the itete bafi>i<0 the-iOfficer arriyed. . An e^eovat of ttkie 
pfoceeding wae ee&t tb Ooogrees by GeDsral WesbuigtoD, toi 
gether ivitili t]ie report eC Uie oftoer wlioiiad.been sent to make 
tiie amflt Firom-lJie lepresentatioQ of the latter, it appeared 
on the Btatement of Israel Sudth of Brattleborougb, *4hat 
Knowltm and "Welb had received a letter from Jujuuhiin 
Arnold, Evsquire, at Congrces, part of wliieh was made public, 
whicli informed them that aliaii'H in Congress were unt'avorabie 
to them, and would liave them to look out for themselves." 
The subject waa again cnnsidoi ttl on the 27th of January, 17b3, 
and Mr. Arnold, who wtis prtbeiit when the papers were read, 
expro««;L(l his surjiriso at tlie declarationn which they coutained 
refiKcrij^L'' liiinsi If; (leiiiod fliat he had ever held aiiv cone- 
spondence with either Knowlton or Wells ; and ref|UC8ted a co]>y 
of the above charge. In tin's request he was indulged witli*>ut 
opposition, "but it was generally considered," Mr. Madison ob- 
serves, "notwithstanding his denial of the correspondence, that 
he had, at least at second hand, conveyed the intelligence to 
Vermont." A similiar opinion was entertained by Governor 
Clinton. In a letter to Colonel Floyd, dated the (Jth of February, 
1783, he said : — " Welb and Knowlton have both fled the conn- 
tiy, and there is stxoDg-ieiiBon to anspect they had notice of the 
measures which were taken for their appreheoeion, from a 
quarter t6o, where eeereey ahould have beeii obserred. A letter 
from a member of Congress to a person in that quarter, is said tp 
hfl^e giyen them the alarm." Aa to the design of Wells in this 
Bffiiir, there can be but little doubt that he aimed to reduce 
Termont to a Grown dependency. Of the conduct of Sjiowl. 
ton, it is a fair inference that he was inflnenped by Wells to 
engage temporariiy in advancing the view» ot that stm old 
Loyalist, His snbecpietit oondnet, howeyer, proved his hearty 
adherence to the American cause, and his true doTotion to the 
best interests of Yennont* 

" There is roason for suppoEing, that Wells, while engaged iu beliah of the 
Brititb in the tmiMotioiiB detailed in tbe text^ regarded by the principal 
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Colonel Welk maintaiiied his principle as a Lnralist ^naly 
to the last The opening ee&teDce of his will, which wae ese* 
cated on the 28th of October, 1784^ wee hi these woide: ^In 
the name of God, Amen, I, Samuel Welle of BMtleboroagfa, 
formetlj in the ooimty of Oamberiand, m the prmrmce of New 
York, bat now the tenitoiy called and known hj the name of 
tibe etate ctf Yennont, do make my last will and testament m 
manner and form folh>wlng," eto. Kieah Townsend, his sonnnp 
law, bemg one of the heirs and adminkfetBton nnder the will, 
and at Ihe same time probate judge of the dktiiet of Mail- 
borough, which district included Brattleborongh, the General 
Assembly, by an act passed on the 21flt of October, 1786, per- 
mitted the ])rol)ate judge of the district of Westminster to 
administer uii thu will, as fully and as auiply as il' the said 
Samuel Wells had died in the district of Westminster." Wells 
died deeply insoh L iit. his estate being valued at £1577 Gi^. 
and his debts aniuuut iug to £oS8o 2s, 7id, Among liis creditors 
were Abraham Lot, Guldsbrow lianyar, William Wickham. the 
Hon. William Smith, Stephen Gfeenleaf, the estate of Crean 
Brush, and the e&tate of Jo&iah Wiliard.* 

men of Vennont as frienctly to their interests, and that he was admitted to their 
counsels. This opinion is supported by the following extract from Ira AIleB% 
History of Vermont, in which an account i? ^ixmi of the flight of WpH^ 

In January, 1788, the late Colonel bumuel Wells «f Brattleboruugk, being 
engaged in tnuumittiog letters from Canada to New York, one of his packets 
im intercqfited, and fell into the hands of the offieera of the OwtiPWitd 

troops. In consequence of which, a captain, v-'ith a company from AIlMnj; wm 
dispntchc ! to seize tlie Colonel, who, on being informed of thi"^ r-irpuni'^t.inc^, left 
his house to take shelter in Canada. In his flijjht he put up at ('«rit lin ' 'tlr't, at 
Bromley, in the Green Mouutaiua. Wluie at supper, the [Albany] captain and 
Us men eame to the hooae, Mid put up for the aighl IfTotwifhrtMiding Oi4onil 
Wells WW taOj apprised of the espt«b% Insiaei^ yefe^ refleeting thnk there was 
no dw^ng at hand to which he could escape, and that such an attempt, besides^ 
might awaken snapiciotiH in the cny'tain who wa" rthout to rctin" rest, the 
Colonel went to bea,aud remained there tiii bis j nrsuens set out to 1 ira! rletx^much, 
in hopes to find him tliere. Colauel Wells prcKteeded to iSuuilerhmd, to oou«ult 
with Gttersl [Ethan] and Oolonel [Ira] Allen, who adnsod fann to s«k out ibr 
ITew Toik abont twslTO o'clock at night A sleigh was accordingly provided lor 
that purpofte, which was brought to General Allen's door at the appointed hour. 
Colonel Wells set unt in it, and having pursued his instructioiMb tiie ooofse of 
a few nights he arrived at Kew York in safety.** p. 245. 

• Doe. Hilt K. T., ft96-699. Jonnud N. T. Prov. Cong , L 145. MadisoB 
PlipenkLmM»-S»,S81,S8t. Seeret Jomdofthe AotsandlVooeedmcser 
Congress i 245, 246. Deposition of Elijah Prouty, Jan. Slst, 178S. George Clin- 
ton Papers, in office Sec. State Y., vol. xvil dix*. 4926. Probate Records <tf 
Windham Oa Journals Gen. Asa Yt, Oct, 1766, pp. 66« 63. Journal Am, B. J., 
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Tlie firmnesft with which he adhered to the cause of royalty 
duriug the struggles of the Revohition,6iiljjL'cted him, as has been 
shown, to many annoyances and Ioppos, and led him to engage 
privatt'ly in attempts tn fidvance the iiitor(.'st3 of the mother 
country. Still he was an intelligent, wealthy, and influential 
gentleman, and was much esteemed and beloved in his private 
character. Three years after the peace of '83) he died in 
Brattleboirougb. A pkin, white marble head-stone in the old 
bmying gronnd, marks the spot where his mortal remsins repose, 
end bewB the £oUpwiiig iDsei^tion:-* 

In Memory of Col" Samuel Wells of this town, a Judge of 
Cumberland County Court, and a Member of the Aflcmbly 
of the Province of New York, who departed this life the 6** 
of Aug' I 786, the 55'** year of his age. 

His friends, the ftrangcr and the poor have loft 

A kind companion and a generous hoft: 

When he fell — the flatclman kll. 

And left the world his worth to tell. 



HAWIPb WJIUTlAi 

Davik. Wmms of BrtttdeboKoiigh was appointed on the ITth 
of April) 1770, by oomnussion from the eolonisl gorermnent of 
New York, to the Bhrieya% of Onmberland county, in the place 
of John Anns resigned, and held that position nntil the latter 
part of the year 1773. Of his honesty and ability different 
▼lews were entertained by the judges presiding in the courts 
within his bailiwick. In a letter to Governor Tiyon, dated the 
of Febraary, 1772, Judge Thomas Chandler stated that 
Whipple^s condnct in striving to apprehend a party of rioters 
who had created much diBtorbanoe at Windaw, had led " His 
late Excellency the Earl of Dunmore, and the Honorable His 
Misyesty's Council, to grant him a township of land as a reward 
for his ecrvices. Whipple presented tliis conauunication to 
Governor Tryon, but it does not appear that his application for 

1782, p. 10. JmimI Ooooefl K. J.. 1782, p. T. Ma Letter torn B«r. Ciaon 
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a patent of the grant was allowed. On the 10th of October 
following, Samuel Wells and Noali Sabin, associate judges with 
Chandler, represented to Governor Try on the unlitnees of 
Whipple for his place. Tliey accused him of charging and 
receiving mileage fees, when bj law he was entitled to none ; 
of remissness and negligence in the execution of his office, mani- 
fested by committing almost the whole care thereof" to depu- 
ties ill-chosen and unfit for the trust ; of exacting exorbitant 
and unlawful fees ; and of refusing to receive prisoners into 
custody who had been taken on execution. Conduct like this 
they declared to be " totally subversive of the authority of the 
civil magistracy" in the county, and "highly prejudicial and 
displeasing to the well disposed inhabitants" therein residing. 
These statements were confirmed by Crean Brush, clerk of the 
county, and Whipple was soon after dismissed from oflice. He 
was succeeded by William Paterson, who was afterwards con- 
spicuous at the " Westminster Massacre." The time of his death 
is not known, but the letters of administration taken out by Mary 
Wliipple, administratrix upon hb estate, were dated at New 
York on the 16th of April, 1775.* 



JO&IAS WILLABD. 

CoL. JosiAH WiLLARD, the commaudcr at Fort Dummer from 
1740 to 1750, was the son of Henry Willard, who married Dor- 
cas Outler of Lancaster, Massachusetts. At this place he was 
bom about the year 1693, and liere he married Hannah Wilder. 
He was among the first settlers — a founder in fact — of Lunen- 
burgh, in the present county of Worcester, Massachusetts, for a 
long time a frontier town. His grandfather Major Simon Wil- 
lard, who came to this country as early as 1655, was one of the 
first settlers of Concord, Massachusetts, and was "highly dis- 
tinguished both as a civil and military character." His uncle, 
the Rev. Samuel Willard, was for a time vice-president of 
Harvard College. Colonel Willard died on the 8th of Decem- 
ber, 1750. He bore the character of a faithful and intelligent 
pubhc oflicer, and was without reproach in the relations of pri- 
vate and domestic life. 

• N. Y. Colonial MSS., in oflSce Sec State X. Y., vol xcix. 
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JOBIAH WILLulBD JS. 

JoeiAn WiLLARD Jk., a sou of tlic fonuer, was bom in January, 
1716, and married Hannah Hubbard of Groton. For several 
yeans he was intrusted witli the charge of a giirribon at Asluie- 
lot (now Keene), Now Hampshire, and in 1749 removed Uj 
Winchester in that province. On tlie ikath of his father he 
was promoted to the station he had held. Notice of this ap: 
pointment was conveyed to the son by another Josiah Willai'd, 
a cousin, who for thirty-nine years was secretary of the pro: 
▼ince of Massachusetts by a royal commissioD. "I heartilji 
join with you and your fionily," wrote the secretary in his lefr 
ter dated tiie 18th of December, 1750, " in youjr Mourning for 
the Death of your Faliher, esteeming it a great publick Iq^g^ 
His Honor, the Iiicutenant-GK)venior, has been pleased to >p: 
point yxMi to mebMd him in the conunend of Fort Dommer, ^ 
wfir uppeue hf the enclosed conmuaneii.'' With the office he 
also received the title which hk fiUto had bdroe. He was a 
member of tiie Assembbf of the province of Kew Hampshire, 
and poBflOBsed great' inflnence among the mhebitaatB on the 
^Gianfii/' He died at Winchester in 1786, at which place the 
dieath of his widow occurred in Angnst, 1 <r91. The following 
notice of his death appeared in one of the gazettes oi that pe- 
riod : — " Winchester, November 19th, 1786. This day departed 
this life, in sure hope of a glorions innnortality, in the seventy- 
second year of his age, to the great Iobs of his faaiiiy and 
friends, as well as the public in general, Josiah AVillard, Ksqr., 
an afiectionate hnsband, a tender parent, a £&ithlul friend, and 
a generous benefactor."* 

• N. Y. CJolonial MSS., Dunmore, Tryoo, in office Sec. Btale N. T., January 
mh, 1771, voL xevil Doo. Hiflt N. Y., It. 676. Ma Lettw from Joseph Wil- 
laid, Esq., of BortoiL WovmHw HagaziiMk lt86» 
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JvAeyearl769» 
Capt WiUuun 

ftom Northbo- 



ehtteltB, vidi lut fiunily, nd Mtded In die town of Haribo- 
tOQgb, Tannoitt He wm veiy eotivB ia promoting the into- 
rastB of die new eeldwnent^ and tiuoaj^ hu inBtramontalitj 
Oapt Nathaniel Whitnejr and hia brothen, Samnd and Jonae 

from Shrewsbury, Maeeachugetta, were indoced to visit the 
place. Pleased with the locality, they purchased lands, be- 
came residents, and were always regarded the most useful 
and iniiuential citizens of Marlburuugli. To Capt. A\'illiaMi8 is 
ascribed the credit of having erected the first frami d biiiUling 
in the town. It was a )K\ri\. and was buiit on the farm subse- 
quently owned by Siiiie»iu Adam-. 

Previous to his removal to Vtrniont, Capt. WiUiams had 
been eiii:;;iLred in the service of the colonies in the war which 
terminated with the ] )eac e of Paris, signed on the 10th of Feb- 
ruary, 176S. At the commencement of the w ar of the lievolu- 
tioii he early became interested in behalf of the American 
cause, and acknowledging the jurisdiction of New York over 
the Kew Hampshire Grants, was elected a delegate to the first 
Provincial Congress of that state, which eonunenced its session 
on the 22d of May, 1775. He was returned to the same posi- 
tion daring the sessions which commenced on the 6th of De- 
cember, 1775| and on the 14th of May, 1776. DesirooB of aid- 
ing in the canee which he had embraced, he, on the 9th of 
June, 1775, in oonneetioii with Benjamin Wait and Joab Hoi- 
ongton, offered his services to the Provinciid OongresB, piomia- 
ing, in case they should be accepted, to use his utmost endea- 
Yora to ^ raise a regiment of good, actiTe, enterprising soldien." 
The object of these patriots, aa stated by themselves^ was to 
form in Cumberland county a body of minute-men, who would 

be " duly prepared at the least notice to keep under 

proper subjection, regulars, Roman Catholics, and the savages 
at the north ward ; as al.^fi, to be ready at all tinies, to defend our 
rights and privileges against ministerial tyranny and oppression." 
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Of tbe appreciation in which he waa hald as a soldier, an 
opinion may be formed from the following paaaage, taken from 
a letter written by Ethan AUen and Seth Warner to Eliphalct 
Dyer and Silas DeaTi, dated at Philadelphia^ July 4th, 17T5« 
^ Capt William WilliamS) who Berved in that rank in the 
raDgiog aemce with honour during the last war, aiid sinoe has 
been a major of militia in Cumberland county, is desirous to ' 
joiii the battalion of Green Mountain Boys in rank of major, 
and complete a fbll re^^ment ; and though the Qreen Monntaln 
Boys are ftUly BatSafted by the present arrangement) nevertlie- 
len, If the exigency of war diall render it expedient to make ns 
a complete regiment, fttas gentleman will on notice, be at yonr 
Hononie' serTice. Hie connections with many old rangen.attd 
marksmen, with his militaiy abilities in sncli a department, 
wonld render him cimspicnoiiSi and very agreeable to onr 
coips.^ 

At the commencement of the campaign of 1777, efforts were 
made to place the northern frontier in a state of defence, and 

to accomplish in part tliis purpose, General Schuyler was en>- 
powered, by a resolution of the New York Provincial Congi'ess, 
to dispatch one-fifth part of the militia ut Cumberland county 
to reinforce the garrison at Ticonderoga. In reply to the reqiii- 
fiition made upon Colonel Williams, in consequenco of this 
resolve, he stated, in a letter dattd the 13th of April, 1777, that 
the inhabiUntti were unwilliner to nerve in the hattalious of the 
state of New York, but were ready to act as the militia of the 
New Hampsliire Grants, or of a new state. Althonc^h it does 
not appear that he was present at the evacuation of Ticonde- 
roga, which soon alter t nik ])la('e, yet he diBtinguished himself 
at the head of a regiment in the battle of Benninp-ton, on the 
16th of August following, and shared in the glory of the victox^r 
which crowned the efforts of that day. 

TTe did not long continue a resident of Marlborough. In 
1777 he was a citizen of Wilmington, and during the years that 
followed, frequently changed the place of his abode. Having 
at last settled in the province of Lower Canada, he continued 
to reside there nntil the time of his decease, in 1823^ the same 
year in which occnrred the death of hia wife. As an officer, 
he waa brare, energetic, skilful, and humane : as a citizen, en- 
terpriring, active, and progreBsive : as a neighbor, kind, polite, 
and attentire. The elegance and symmetry of his form were 
as perfect as his manners were agreeable. He was held is 
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liigh estimation by tlie inhabitaotB of the rarions towns in 
which he dwelt at differeiit timeB, and thongh of a wandering 
d fa p u atlu i i, oonld eaafly aooomiiiodate himaelf to ai^ dreimi- 
ataaeea In wMeh he be placed.* 



AKAPTAM WBIGHTj 

WHO bore a promment part 
in the proceedings con- 
nected with the " TVcst- 
raiiister Massacre," was 
noted for the holdness of his nature, and the eccentricity, of his 
conduct Of the time and place of bia birth, and of the period 
at which he lemoTed to Vennont, nothing is known. In the 
^ old French war, he flerved as a frontier soldier in Gapt John 
Bark's company of rangers, and was stationed at Hinsdale^B 
Fort in 1757. Peculiarly fitted fi>r the rough life of a pioneer, 
he delisted to act in those scenes which tended folly to develop 
his capacity to orercome the obstades of an unknown wilder- 
nessi and never fiiiled to eadubit an energy and a perseyecance 
which commanded snccess. As early as the year 1770, he waa 
ihe captam of a militia company at Westminster, and, owing 
to the precision with which, as a soldier, he had been taught to 
obey, became a most strict disciplinarian, and trained his men 
with all the severity and rigor of a martinet Of the part 
which he performed in the affray which occurred at "Westmin- 
ster on the 13th of March, 177^, an accoimt has been already 
given. During the winter of 17TG, he went to Quebec with 
twelve men, but of his exploits on this occasion, no record has 
• been preserved. 

Being a staunch supporter of the cauee of the colonies, he 
regarded with suspicion those who had rendered themselves 
liable to the charge of Toryism, and did not fail to express his 
views of them in tlie plainest terms. In the month of Septem- 
ber, 1779, Thomas Chandler Jr^ of Chester, was chosen to 
represent that town in the General Assembly of Vermont, and 

• MS. Hist of M&rlboroogb, by B«v. S. H. tf«wtMk Jooraal K. T. Aov; 
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Begaiding Clittidler as an niiifit penon ftr UieBe potUuniaj 
Wright detenuined to obtain Ins remoTaL To effisct tUs tod, 
he i^droMd two lett«n*t6 the Qownor and Oonndl during 
file' Mica of the L^giBiatar6, diltod lCanSi litfa, lt80, in which, 
in nnconth langnago, blindly expresead his TiawB as to thjo 
oharaeter of Chandler. The'ftmt letter was in liwBe words > ' 
"^1^ his SxecUctocy Gkimnoi"in OMe^ Left Goremorand 
pi%detitObimttil of Freemen wilii'^reeting, I send, not foigeting^ 
the IiidependeAt State of Vfennootl FortitTMie Good Manners 
Honlsty resolution' makes a Free people, being not thonghtless 
of tlio fonntain from "wlience, <fec. Now Geiulcincn I hog 
assistance as one Mr. Pompee of CliCbter lias Borrowed of mo 
the value of Six or Eight Silver Dollars in horse tackling which 
when recjuired to return tlie Chief Speaker his Agent Thomas 
Chandler E^^q*" answers for him in wrigliting. Kot Gentlemen 
that I should giieve myself for the loss of 6 or 8 Dollars, but 
with and, &c., that said Esq' Chandler should be Chief Speaker 
for the hlack Etliiopian not for Whites, if your HononrB Can 
do any thing X should remain your most obedient ' 

' " "Azariah WrighL ' 

■ "put Law in force sift tJie IIoTise.'' 

The offence charged in this letter seems to have been that 
Bioraas Chandler Jr., while speaker, had appeared as an attor- 
ney in behalf of Fompey Brakkee, .a ni^gro.* The other note 
was as follows : 

" Great is amarica, there terror starts all Yourope, Exolted 
be Yahnoont tho litUe May be head, and ware the Crown of 
gustns, ferfoll am I of that, while Deceit is att head, Not to 
condemn the whole, nor gustify any only by tnarit, it is amazing 
tdat People lhat liaVe ben led to tiie Slanj^ter by Deceit Should 
tnist the same man for there OonnoeQer, thomas Chandler Esqf 
I menty who wrote to Ihcnrrige the ferae Soons of Liberty to 
assembsl att Westminster, Dedariug he new his tethers mind, 
and by Deceit we lost two brave herooea these are to Bemiad 
Deceit and Shan Destraetion To the Exelet Goveroera and 
Conncle from yonr' most obedent Azariah Wright. 

« Westminster March tbe^l4r-lT80.^ 

The contents d'th^e liotes soon became pnblicly known, and, 
singnlar as it may seem, Chandler was in eonSeqnence '^brought 
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into great discredit" among the representatives, anJ lost his seat 
as speaker. He immediately coininenced a suit against Wright 
for libel, and laid his dainaL^os at £lu,Ui'0 lawful money. On 
the trial which occurred in tlie moutli of June following, Wright 
pleaded not guilty, and the case having gone before a jury, the. 
plaintiff obtained judgment for £'6 damages besides cosfs. 
Within twentj-four hours after the decision was rendered, the 
caae was reviewed. At an adjourned session of the court, held 
in Augnat, Chandler obtained judgment against the defendimt 
for the aom of £6, lawful money, damages, and £216, Jawf^l 
moDefjTi costs of suit Execution having been granted upon llie 
property of Wright, it was satisfied in October, bj the pajmenit^ 
of eight hundred and six continental doliara. ^ 

But the peculiarities of his disposition irere not diflphiyed in 
libellouB publicationa alone. According to a complaint presented 
by his wife, Miriam, it appean that on the erening of the 6th, 
of December, 1780, he did violently assault and beat her;** 
and that on the 11th of the same month, he did put her in fear 
of her life and safe^," bj ^ taking his sword and other weapons 
dangerous," and braudidung them over her in a threatening 
manner. On being brought before the justices he was declared 
guilty of '^a high breach of the peace," and was recogniaed in 
the sum of £500 lawM money, to appear before the county 
court at thdr next seesion. Of the proceedings on this oocadon 
there is no record, but it may be reasonably supposed, that 
influences were exerted to induce him to exercise his pugilistic 
propensities in a more praiseworthy manner. 

Ca})tain Wright, or as he was faniiliarly called "Uncle 'Kiah,'* 
was an Etlian Allen on a smaller scale. He wit^ bukl, rough, 
independent and outspoken. The singular recklessness of hia 
elniracter was often manifested in acts as thoughtless as they 
were strange. When the Rev. Joseph BuUen was hrst settled 
at Westminster, Uncle 'Kiali, who was a church mcnil)er ia 
^'>i'<l >t;iiiding, adhered strongly to the cause ot' the Itev, Mr. 
Goodell whoso evil conduct had induced bini to de|>art secretly 
from the town.* IFis antipathy to Mr. Builen wiis tus great as 
liis fricndsln'p to Mr. Goodell was strong. So far did he carry^ 
Ids dislike to the 1> rirter, jis to adminl-^ter to him a tweak of 
the nose, a cuti' on the cheek, and many other enormities?," 
for which he was prosecuted, iined, and put under bondi tQjfggjg 

* See mtUf p> 211, noUi 
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the peace. NotwiHutandiiig ifaoee pudduDentB, be eommhted 
another aaBanlt npoii Mr. BoUeii, in ooneeqiiQace of vMeh the 
church resolved to excommimicate their rebeUiooa member. 
On the Snnday appointed for this parpoee, TJnde 'Bbh made 
hie appdanmoe at ohnreby dnfy equipped with hie tmsty- 
^'Qneen^ Anas," with whidi he paeed llie aisle dnring the 
whole of the time of serriee. As tiie ezerdses were closing, 
Mr. Biillen drew forth the letter of exeommunicatioin, and as 
he did so Uncle 'Riah Btopped in his military march and 
faced him. Aa tlie paper was being opened, Uncle 'Riah 
biuui^ht the gun to his shoulder. The miuistcr began to 
read. "Make ready!" shouted the captain, sniting tlie action 
to the order. Mr. Bullen, though intimidated, proceeded with 
the reading, but had enunciated only a fe a' ^^ »rdtj, when Uncle 
'Riah said and did, "Take aim." Penetrated with a thrilling 
fear, that any further attempt on his part to publish the pro- 
scription, inii^ht put an untiriKly pLi i^Kl not only to tlie, present 
proceedijiLT^ \mt to his own preaching, tlie minister passed the 
offensive order to John Sef^BionB, his eldest deacon , Scarcely 
had the deacon commenced to read, when Captain Wright, 
with tlireatening look, brought his piece to bear upon liim. 
"All things are lawful but some things are not expedient|'' 
remarked Deacon Sessions to Faraon Bullen, in the language 
of St Fanl) and returned the paper to his rererence. A con- 
sultation was then held among the spmtual officers of the 
ehnrch, which resulted in a decision favorable to a stay of pro- 
ceedings. Thereupon the letter of excommunication was folded 
np, the benediction was pronoimced, and Unde 'Biah marched 
home in triumph.* 

• Tliis story is detoil'^fl in a 'liffrrcnt form and vith nmnerons eTnben!?«TiTnPTit«, 
by Dr. John Andrew (irnham, in his "Deacriptire Sketch of the present stuto of 
Yenuout," publiiihed at London* m 1797. According to his aocoant, which u ia 
ft mtMrore apocryphal, Captain Wi^t WM '*»bimi morQ iiniMd ^gainatthMi 
limiiBg.'* TlMy«niongitwbf fh6ered»U>Mdoatdri$tffi»U4yim;-~ 

** Before we take leave of Weatminrter, it may not be unworthy of remark, that 
tii« s«eo«d Frotattant cAnmth io the ttate built at thia place. I shall alao add 
sn ano'^'lote of nn honost farmer (one of the originnl potflpr'l, which happened at 
Westminster, and which will serve to show the fanatical spirit wbieh tnen pre- 
yed—to eontrwy to that libttil tolerilioii now |ir«val«ii( Amertea, and 
which <>o ^'npp^'^y unites every dflDOodiiatioD of OhiiroMii is Uie bood of obwt^ 
•ad love. But to my story. 

**The &rmer in qneitioii ww ft plain, pioot nan, regnlar fn^ HSmSmr^ of Iw 
duty, both to Ood and his neighbor; Ifbt unluckily he happened to live near onft 
with whom he was not inclined to cultivate either civil or friendly terms, lliii 
troublesome personage was no other than a monstrous over-grown hO'boftr, thai 
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IMi^um hm prawnred the ahadcmy oatKne of otJier<emil% 
in whkh ths wajwird old captain bore a. part Enough bow- 
erav bat baan. aaSd to set inrtb the obaraatar of ibe nan. Ho 
waa tibatopraaertitfTO'flf .a ckee, wboaajerrjcaeaa pknaatBiD 
tbe ■ettlameat of aiiaw<i0«nti7jur0ihra^0£ tbia bi^oet 
poitaiioe» and wboaa indomitable peiaevenuica and eoRnige» 
wben rightly dbroetodyaiia aoM to kiad to emiponee in tbo more 
daring punoitB of 

diMMl4«d from liie iiKmiitMiit, trod dovn and destroyed the eom4iMi^nd 

cftrriof? off wluitever laif! his pavrn np^n. The plumltT.- ! p^nffprer watched 
him m vam, tlui fero<uou8 aad ouumug ammal «rer finding methods to elude hit 
vtaKMt vigflftMt. At fail it hmi lewued Hi ea« oo IkoToaghly, m only to «am> 

mil its de|5r'"'.^i.tinnB on tTic T,or''''t'R (1ftv. wlifii it Iviunv, frmji *'xpenence, the coast 
WM eioM. Wearied <»ut with tkeee ol^repeated (feoMieee, ibe good nMB reoolrtd 
Oft tiM atst Soiid^ to ita^t ift Ut idda "VhiMvith ido gm ho eoneeol^ 
The bear eame according to custom. Be fired and shot it dead. The explosion 
threw the whole congregation (for it waa about tl^e hour of people's assembling 
to worship) into cousteruation. The cause was iu<^uired iuto, and as sooti as the 
pastor, deacon and elders became acquainted with it, they called a special meet> 
ing of the church, and cited their oflendSn^ brother before them, to allow cause, 
if aav he hnd, why he siiuuld not be excommunicated out of Christ's church, for 
thia aaring and unexampled impiety. In vain did he nrgo from the Soripturof 
them«f>lves that it waa lawful todo goo<l on the SnhT>ath day. TT<^ pl.\ulo 1 n.-f .ra 
ju4%eB detcrnuMd to ooadoiui him, and the ngtiteous pardon, elders and eburch^ 
tNM voce, agreed to driro him out from amongst them m poanted and aeeiine& 
Accordingly he was enjoined (as is customary on such occasiona) on the uext 
Sunday to attend hia exeommunieation, in the ohuroh. Ue did attend, but not 
entirely satisfied with the jxistiee of Uie sentence, and too much of a soldier to be 
oeandalixed in ao pnbUo a mann«r Ibr any action which he conceived to be hJa 
duty, he re«olve(l to hnre recourse to atratagem. lie therefore went to the 
appointment with his gun loaded with a brace of balls, his sword and cartridj»> 
box by hia side, and hk kwapsaek on hli Wek wMi oix days* provieion loll 
Service waa about half over when he entered thf sanctuary in this martial array. 
He marched leiaorely into a corner and took ius p<mti<m. As soon aa the bene- 
dietfon waa anded, ow holy pareoa began flia asooaaaRnloatioa, h«t ooaroaly had 
he pronounced the words, " Offending brother " when the honest old veteran 
coeM and Updkd hia weapon of destruction, at the same time crying out with a 
loQd ▼<rfa«, <*Proeaad ff yov dare ; proceed, and yon ara a daad ttaa.* At tUa 
unexpected atiaek, the astonished eletgyman shrunk behind hia desk, and his 
opponent with great deliberation rceovertd hit arms. Some moments elapsed be- 
fore the parson had courage to peep from behind liis eceletiantitai battert^ On 
finding tne old hero had come to a re$t, he tremblingly reached the order to his 
ald<'Ft r!ertf»nn, de^itinir him to read it The rlcnrrtti. -^-ith ?tnmmorinc ftccents and 
•yes Ktariug wild nif right, began as he was commanded ; but no sooner iiad ha 
^ne so, than <lie devoted victim again levelled hia piece, and more vehemcQtly 
than before eTcliimofl, "Delist nna march. I will not ]ive with phnme. Dctiiet 
and march, i say, or you are all dead men." little need jliad he to repeat hia 
thraatft 19ia man of Ood laapad from tiia dadt and aooa|»ad* Hia daaoon, ddeta, 
and congregation followed in equal trepidation. The greatest confusion pre\ aileil. 
The women with shrieks and cries sought their homes, and the victor was left 
undisturbed master of the field, and of the church, too, the doors of which he 
aalmly locked, put the keys in Ida pocket, and sent them, with his res|^KH:t^ to tiia 
pastor. He the!! marched home with nil tbo hrmors of war, lived fi>Ultafllkyaaia 
•Aerwarda, and died a brother in full communion." pp. 111-116. . 
« MBLOowtFUpan. yaiiiHfltBapiddiftaa,Mdi^,Fd}rii«7 9th, ISMi 
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chusetta Baj, for wbioh BqtihrfilentB am to be gantedi bmg,ao uod^ thift ftUa to 

tiM Southard of the Colony Line lately run. 

"To hia Exoellencj Joseph Dudley Eaqr , . . . l,500.Mn% 
To the Houble William Stoughton Eaqr .... 818 

To Bobect ThompsoQ Eat^ 2,000 ** 

TbCoL William Whiting 1,000 

VollrThonuMFreik iMmllrWdalooti « . . 9^000 " 

To Mr John Collms \ . . . . 600 " 

To Mr Johji Collins Heira 600 ■ . |^ , 

To Mr John Gore ^ . . . 600 *• 

lb Andvpw GttidiMr aad B0qfuii& Gain^ 600.** 



To Bliflk JameB and oompaDy wtth their Aa^jni 

Lt Col WaUam Dudl^ . . . 2,228 " 

The town of Woodstock 3p^iU> . ** 

8r Richard Saltouatall's Farm of 2000 acres, tho 



(mehalf . 1,000 *• 

The oihflr half indnded in Xnfliaid !QnMl lying • 

south of the line » . . 80,160 " 

Bgdog^ • 640 . *' 



** The iviUiin fourteen arUdes of I^d bdonging to the Towns and Persons set down 
sevcTttlly on the afbregoinp: side, are Grants of the General Assembly of the Colony 
of the Mfts.sach'T'f'tta Bav nnd taken up and surveyed ooooniiugl}', nnfl hy the ranning 
of the 8outh Lino ut the M^^emchusetta Province are now found to Ml to tiie Bouth* 
wardoftfaeniAUnebamoantfaig to the iniadMr of 70,785 am and the oolooycf 
Oonneotort mnit have an eqdvalent gnnted fhem kr the loina 

"Thenumber of acres 79,785 to be allowed to OfRUMetieQl are to be tahnop M 
the Kast gido of Connecticut River." 

Weat of C<maoQtMmt river there was granted by Maaaacbuaattt of lands belonging 
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to OoauKtM, to Sprfngtldd, Mt ugm; to SnOdd, n,m Bern; tolTMlMd, 
0^C49 acreg ; making in all 28,008 acres, which added to 79,785 acree, gtfet 107,793 
acres— the <[ irintitj of the Jaiid bftkwiging to Oonneolioat which had been graatod 

bj Maaaachusett^ 

'*Dec. 29, 1713. [Oonnecticat] agreed to take ftr 79,796 mam, the same from 
IfiM., L «. In OM plMt^ aO^OOO tak •BoChtf, 9,196 when It on 1m fomdl, 

taking one side of the Qnat River." 

Tlie com mission ore appointed to locate tho equivalent lands, were Joseph Dudler, 
Goveraor of Moiisiichusetts; Gurdon Sjiltonatall, Governor of Connecticut ; Kliaiia 
Htitchinson and Isaac Addington of Massachusetts; AVjUi^uq ritkin and William 
Whiting of ODOoeotieBi Ob Um IMi ofNcuveiDber, I715, these genttenManportod 
tfytt HbBf hud luid'oot "ll,97tt wvei Bast of BUfy town (now BckiMrtown); 99,874 
acres North of the first surreyed piece (Pelham, Ac.) ; 43,948 acatM, Within the 
Limits of the 2d Province on Connecticut River abovB the former settle ents." Tho 
b;.!u;id;mes of the last portion are given m tiie text. It is uncertain where the othfr 
Il,^i)2 acres, wliieii make up tlie complement 107,793, were located. — Ileoorus in 
ofBM Sea State OotuL, ontHled "C6k»ial Boaadaries. ToL HL Ifi—rliiwiH 

leTO-isar," 

The equivalent lands me Mid at HartMi «a tli«9Mi and SSfh of Afrfl^ 17141 

The porchaacrs were : 



G-urdon SoItcnutaS 


New Ix)ndan 


Smp * c 


iieih 


Paul Dudley 


Boston 


11 


1* 


Addington Davenport 


a 


It 


« 


Thomas Fitoh 




« 




Anthony Stoddard 


« 


u 


It 


Wil&Mi BnitUe 


Cambridge 


Oleik 


K 


Ebonezer Pomberton 


Boston 


It 


It 



William Dummer 
Jeremiah Dummer 
Jonadian Betdisr 
John Whiter 
William Qark 
John W^n Wright 
Henry Newman 
John Oaswell 
]faf7 SsttonataD 
Nathan OoM 
Peter Burr 
John St^nldard 
Eiiaha Wiiliaiua 
John Bead 
-^Beooida in oIIUm Sao. State llaaa, fL 878. 



t< 

M 
« 
It 

It 



Lond<Hi 
u 



Merchant 
Eeqr 

ICerohant 



Merebaat 

M 



Esqr 
Merchant 
Half LoDdflB Dane 
Mrilaild 



ti 



one half shaze 
It 



a 
■t 

one fUid afaara 
It 

u 



one half shave 

« 



Nortliampton '* •* 
Weathersfield Qentleman * 
Lone Sown « oneahaiai'* 



APFSNDIX B. 
juHuviL Of TBI mAzr* 

Referred to on p. 24. 

"Province of tho Ma««achusctts Bar — Fort Dammer, 1737. 

**Fttiauanl to an order fimn hia Kxoelleocy the Gh>vemor to as the sobearfbsrs 
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diroctrii, aojwinting us to confer with Ontauasoogoe and olber doiegatca of tiie Cag- 
nawaga inbe oi Indiana, we oame to i urt Duxom&r aforeaaid, where we arrived oa 
the »th oTOokober Au» DooIbI im. 

^ W« aoqiMiiited tiw «dd dalfgilM that hta BzmO^^ 
infivmed that th^j were eomd to Fort Dammer to treat about some pid>Uck affain^ l» 
had thereupon ordered and appointed us on behnlf of the Govemjnent of the said 
FruTiuoe to coufer with them of such matters m were given them in chiuige, and 
that we ahould be readj to hear what they had to bi^ when thej were prepared to 
■peak. The vmmI oeromoiiiei iMing mm, thflff wilfadtotir. 

" October 6. Being met in the morainft Ontmwoogoe said to us as Mows viil* 
'Brollier tlio Uroadwar, t^^•o veara pastt I was at Doorflold ; the mntter ihm 
delivered to m hy yon w.i?^, th kt tho old covenant of peace and unity between our 
brother the iiroaUway and us might U> coutiaued. 

"'WenoiTMtamiaannrwfiiroiirthfMtribnttfll our derim is th«k tl might 
nDkain flim and niMhnlwn, and do from oar heart promise that the oovnuuit shaU 
not be broken on our part, but if ever Uiere dioold be mij breach, it shall begin on 
Tour«. and the fJo<l of Heaven v,-}\n t«>\v* aces i:s and knows what we are doin|^ bo 
witness of our sincenty.' Then iiud down a belt of Wampum. 

** OntaiMsoc^pie then said again, ' We your brethren of the three tribes have learned 
t7 hear any, that our Brattier the Braadwaj haa loal fala wife. Snoii kaaea oogbt 
to be made up. We did not know whether the Govr would bo capable of n Treaty 
under hia aHiiction, but And that he i-s, and arc thankful for it.' Tlion pare a bell 
of Wampum to quiet Uie Govrs mind and remove his gru^f f >r the loos of his wife, 
uid adftod, ' I rowl myself in the dust for the lom of our great men.* 

"OntoMMBoogoe said again, 'WedninthanaaMofowthreatribeaaahitoliHiOofr 
and an the Qentkanen belonging to him Tho* at a greet diatanoe and strangen, yet 
something acquainted. This was their desire and our derign when we came fhom 
home thus to sulnte jnn with this i»-lt. ii i liiinj jiwi tiappinmo ip d p roiporiljr laid 
ifc down, and said iliey had done speaking. 

** We then said to them, we would take what they had delivered into condde> 
islJflB, and TC«iin aBiww tfaanto hi the aftenuMB. Wo ttMa drank Kfaig Qeorge'a 
hai^tofhani. Thi^ alio dibdnd Khig Goocgo'i haallh and tho Qonniof'a and 
torn 

" In the afternoon being met, Wo said to thrrn, ' Yon have in strong terms assured 
oa that the covenant of fiiendship renewed two years ago at Deerfleld between this 
Govenunent aodtbft Oagnawaga tribo shall alwqrs nnaiD Arm and unahakea, and 
we do in tho name and behalf of the Oovemmeot, aamre joo ttiat they wil cultivate 

the friendship they have contracted with your tribe, and that nothing in our own 

boart". nor the instigation of otlior^ sliall ever prevail upon ns to break onr solemn 
engagements to you, l;ut we sludl 4ilway8 hold ouradves under tho atroiigest oblipra- 
tions to a puxu;tual obaervanoe of what we have promised.* We then gave a Belt 
of Wampm. 

** 'Ton havo in tout spoadi to ns fUa day condoled the death of the Oovemou's 
Lady. Her death was tho cause of much grief to him. We doubt not but ytrar 
sympathizing with him. will tend to aljate and lighten his wrrow. We take this 
occasion to expreas our concern for the death of your friends and to comfort your 
bearta under yoor aflBotiooa.* WathengayothiooUaGkBlaiilnlihMrteadoralMlt 

«**Wo kmdij aooapt the aalutatioa oTyoor poopla^ and asteoin It a token of thair 
napect and friendship to n^ and we do in the name of tho Qovennnent retora tiM 
like salutation to your oM m^n and young, both to your counsellors and to vour men 
of war, to all of them we wish prosperity and happineea for ever.' Then we gave a 
Belt of Wampum. 

"Onlanasoogoosaid, 'Gentn, I retun thanks yon haTOiohaaiMd all thai haa ban 

47 
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wudthi^dAV — ftro c-la'l rour hearts are difpo«5f-<-! .xs we finil they aro vo frien(is}iipiind. 
desire that they always may, aod <i«cbir» Uiai ours over wui, aoa Uiaox. Godfior 
andwUMwdltodL* 
« W« AMI MM lk» am tetilh. 

"'The spoedies being ended, we then in the iimmwi4k$9mi 9m • ffeMHllft 
tfwmof <i»Tliai<f M I Mrt y pounds ton Phiningn. 

**J<*11 StOdd.inl FIpuzt I'(im>r, Tljns WalliS. 

Joseph Keil<^g, La. WiUiaiBfl^ QaamJ* 
^^"l^i^&^JdPCliB illi ^Slt^k I^J^B^fcj ^^^^(Btj ilCSKftliCt ^^^^^^''''^HJ^^^ 



^p£NDiz a 

Bflftmd to cn pi 66. 

The namee of thoa(> persons vrho were admitted gnntae% or proprielOfB of tDVft> 
•hip Na 1, on the lyih of NoTember, were: 



Cipt Joseph Tbdali^ 

James Willlama, Bnaigii 80II1 Somnor, 

Capt Jiiinos Leonard, Ueut Morgan Cobb 2d, 

Edniond Aiidrcw«, Lieut. John TTamcr, 

James Leouard ;M, EnsigQ Edward Blake^ 

Joseph Waiia^ EUaldm Walker, 

Jorisli Tiiww>>v Jofiathan Paddlelbrd, Jf., 

Joseph BiLniey, John Smith 9d, 

Joseph Wilbore^ • Jonathan Barney, 

Ebeiiezer Dean, James "Walker, 

Joseph Edd/, James Leonard 2d, 

SphnimDMH, 



SboMBer Cohb, lanwl Tbdaloh 

Capt Joseph Tisdale on the rights of John (^W-sinaiu Benjamilll 
Darby, Ja^iepb Jonen, Jeremiah Wittnell. and Stephen Willwre. 

Deacon Samuel Stnuuer on the ri^fhts of Benjiunin WiUis and Stephen MaoooUMT. 

Thomas CU^p uu the rights of Nicbulaa Stephens and Samuel Pratt 

Lieut EUphakt Lsonnd on th» rights of WUlism Bodgos M, Henry Ho<^ 
Fnaxjk Lisoooib^ Steplwn Wood, snd William Hoskint. 

Jonathan BMldMfafd, Jfc OH tfao fighli of Thomss linooln 9d, taA BumA Wll* 
liams 2d. 

Joseph Tisdalo, Jr. on the rights of John Tisdale, Robert Woodward, and Joseph 
Drake. 

Joiiph Sddj on the ri^ts of Natfasniel CasweQ and WQIIaai Iisonatd 
Ospt Jaass Leooiiid on the rights of Dsvid Oobb sod Moi|Mi Obbt. 
Bsn^in lU^g^ on the right of Henry Kichmond. 
Jrtmes TTilUams " " Abraham Tisdale. 

Seth Suiples ** *' John Andrews. 

Ensign Seth Sumner " " Isaac Merrick. 
Usut Joh&Hsnej *' « Stephen OM7. 

Dosn " " Joseph Bidunond. 



APPENDIX IK 




W&OsBT, JV. *• James WattnK 

Lieut. Mnrpnn Oobk 84 " ** Simeon Cobb. 
William Wure " " William Thayer. 

Ib addition to the aUottaeatB made to these graatuos, two righia were gel apart 
tar flnt and Moond settled miuisteri^ and one ngbt wm aaaig&ed fof aobood 



APPENDIX O. 



B«ftn«d to «ii 61* 



MM of the proprietor! of WetBtmioftei^ 
' GtafHuor BHudBif Wenlwufftti of Nov 

ber, 175i, are contained in the annexed lii^ 

minster," undpr thin date of July 26th, 1753. 
"Proprietore. Joaiah Willaid for and in behalf of 



to tiM gnntuDg of tho 
AtiioMhofHOTiB- 
tlie "Saaoida cT Wait' 



fluwel Ofae|jF» 


John Ftarce^ 


Jamo8 Hillai 


Nathaniel ^"♦tftlHIi 


John Hunt, 


William Wilson, 


Benjamin FarweU, 


John Taylor, 


Bobert Uah&r, 


Jonathan Hubbard, 


Samael CummiugS) 


Jeamee Jewels 


Jbriah Brown, 


Joaeph Ashley, 


Peter Powers^ 


Samuel Ashley, 


John Chamberlain, 


Josiah WiUard, Jm^ 




William Willa«^ 


John UBher, 


Billy Willard, 


BobKitletcfaei^ 


l^ TMm DeaiD, 


Jaaaftin Ownnihm Jbr, 


Wilder WOlaid, 


Jonatlui]! V.'iUard, 


J ii,;o Wh(*eleii 


Prentin- Willard, 


John Ayerill, 


Solomon WiUard, 




Kbaneaer i'ield, 





AnBHBIZ XL 



nOHT AT JOSS KUJBGBW'S FOBT. 



]MhRadtoonpk74 



No one vhn loves to commemorate and record the deeda c f his ancestors, can 
withliold hia tribute of approbation from thmf' who were iustnimonlal in ^^onaeorat- 
ing a montunent to the memory of their wonhy progenitor, Col Benjumin Bellowfl^ 
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•t Walpolak H«w Hampshire, on the lltii of OalDtMr, 1864 From tii« vahiaUt 

addrem made by the Rev. Henrr W. Bellow*. Tt P , on this occasion, whieb hm 
since been published vrith other information in a nieraonaJ monograph of 125 pag«^ 
the following mmute aooouut of the transacti<ma referred to in the text ia iakmx 

"OaloiielBdloinrilsfl....ini dtutod » IMto MwUKf Mt dwillhi t wii 
(built in Vm nd ■« ttmOln^im on Ih* liioir of «te «mM or«lnlii« !■ 
magnifloent meadows. It waa shaped like an L, about a hundred feel long m tiM 
amfw, and twenty feet broad, built of loprs HnH onrih, and surrounded by an outer 
palisade. Although a private garhaoued house, it was yet of such importaacc as to 
be named amoi^ the Socinmw nuuntamed at tlie publio expense, at J^oct DmaaMt 
WMtaKMwlHid, and CBi Mk g toW B, hdtg Jf a t In tliii chMB of iiiimem Tim vofd 
govornmeotaiipplM Moh of tiMM tahB irttti fthMffy inm goo, tir tfM pnifie |nh 
tectioii."' 

Apprehem!ivL- of danger, Colonel Bellows and John Kilbum took erery precaution 
which their limited reeouroes oould ooounand, to insure the defence of ibeir own 
ind tlM neighbouring lettfMmilfc llwMoesaity of tfekoouno «M«Ma ■Aar airit 
ftdlj apponnt 

"Two UMi^ tj name Daniel Twichel and John Fl\Tit. in the sominer of ITfl 
(iomewhoro ^otwwn the third Wednesday in M«irch, 175vi when Oaniel Twirhel was 
appointed f*elect-man, and the 17th of August, when the Kiibura tight look place, 
but probably in August), bad gone back to the hills, i^ioat a mile and a half nor^ 
«Ml, oo what is now tlw DraiisfiDe rai4 to pra^^ Hm 
wove thot by the Indiana Om of thmn was scalped, the other cut open, his 
heart taken out and laid in piec*«^ Mf>on his breast. Thia waa the first Chrwtian blood 
a{)ilt in Walpole. The bodies were buried on the spot, which is accurately pointed 
out at this day. This event made a solemn impression on the settlers. Tbey 
imagliMd thai TwUnVa spirit oo m fa i iMd to hovar onr ibma, fvantag ttNaa of Ifaa 
wltee of tfao awragMt and trying tbr vfngMnob on tiiaa^, ▲ naunfcaUo ndc in 
Connecticut river, wbora ho tised to flsh wtth nnftOlng snco^ was fiw a Imig tiaa 
held in religious veneration; anda nf?ler9 ftro p^fll tempted to Twichel's Bock, aotos 
place where their luck is under the propitious uitiueriet) of his memoTy. 

" Shortly before this, an Indian by the name of Piiilip had visited Kilbum's house 
is a fliendly way, pnteodtng to bo in want of paovlteft Ba fraa aupplied vitt 
lum^ floor, oto, and dbmML aoonafter ft waaaacartolnadtiiattiriiaaniolwdiw 
had visited all the settlements on the river, doubtleas to procure inJbrmation of the 
state of their defenr^-*. Governor Shirley about thw time sent information to all the 
forts in this region, ttiat Ave hundred indums were coUoctiug in Canada, whose aim 
was the butchery and oxtmotioa of Hit wliolo wUto popukkioa on tte lifar. 
Oroatlj alarmad, ttie apaiaa popolatio^ wkirillliig to abandon tMr orapt^ bad 
fltrangtfaened thoir IbaUo ganiaon^ and tamraly dotonainedtoatandliy tbairtnda 
but promising homes. 

CoL Beujamin Bellows had at tiu'* tun.' al^iut t'urty men at In-* fart, about half 
a mile south of Kilburn's house, but too distaut from it to aflbrd hun any utd. Aixmt 
noon on ttio ITtii of August, 116a, XiBbani and bia aon Jobn, to Uaei^teemhjw, 
a aun bj tfio name of Peak and bia aon, van raton^ booM to dinner flon tiia 
field, when one of tiiom discovered the red legs of the Indians among the alders, * as 
thick a!» f^T^-'^f hoppers.' They instantly made for the house, fastened the dtx^r. and 
prepiinHl for an obHtinato defence. Kilbuni's w Ue Ruth and his daughter Hetty 
wore already in tlte iiouse. In about htleen raiuutes, tlie savages were seen crawl- 
big up the benk eeafc of tiio hooae^ andaa tbejoroendaAxilpalh, onobj ooe^ one 
bondrod and nhiety-seven were co nn to d. Aboot the same nomber, It aftarwardi 
pnwcd, had remained in amboeb, aoar flia noatb of OoU ^fm, bi^ jeinad liM 
attaddng pHrtjf aoon. 
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•*9te iM«0M ^^|MMd to hMM ktiwdllMlOoioaalBillovtaiidliisiMBiraii 

•I work at bis mill about a mile east (on what is called the Blattted bioal^ OMV 
where it is crossed by the Drewsville road, it being built at that distance from the 
fort on acKxiunt of the fHjnvenipneo of a water&il), aud thoy iat<nidcd to '".vnvlav and 
murdar them bcibre auackiug Kiibiirn's house. Coloael BeUows and. iua men were 
mm mwBliig hwiM^ eMbwithAbagofaaaloohisbaok, wbeatbedogs begaa to 
pvvlaBdbilnif the ofliglibofliood oTu «B«a4y. TIm OoIomI, kanriag Ite ton* 
goage of the dogs and the wiles of the Indians, instantly adopted his policy. He 
djrt»ct«*d his men, throwing off the nipal. to crawl carefully to the rise of the land, 
arid on reacliir.si; the top of tho bank, to sprinp to'^'ther to their feet, give one who(^ 
and instantiy drop into the ttweet fern. Tbia amuueuvre had the desired efleot to 
draw the luUmf from their ambiah. At the aoiiiid of tha whoop, fancying th«ia> 
tdvw dtaooveraa, the whole body of the lavageo arase lioa the boibes in • mnfr 
drole round the path Colonel Bellows was to Iiave followed. Bb men impnifed 
inntftntly the excellent opportunity for a shot olTen d by the enemy, who were so 
disconcerted, that without flrinp: a gun, they darted into liiL^ bushes and disappeared. 
The Oolonel, sensible of his unequal furoe^ hurried liis men od by the shortest, cut to 
ttie tautt aod prepared for its deftiioab 

'^Theoowwdlyawageahad, hoiraver, nobitentioaofoomingafiiBintotheiiiige 
of his guns. They determined to take their vengeaooe out % wMker par^, end 
■oon after appeared on tho eminence east of Kilbnrn'a house. Here the same 
treacherous Philip, who had visited him and partaken his hospitality so Hliort a time 
before, oame forward under shelter uf a tree aud sunimuuod the Utile garrison to 
flamndflr. 'Old John, Tooug John,* was his cry, ' I know je. Oonie out b«i» 
Wo gfro jroa good quarter.' 'Qoarterl* vooi&rated old KObom, In n voioe of 
thunder. ' You black rascals, begone, or we'll qwtrUr you." It was a brave reply 
for four men to make to four hundred ! Philip returned, and after a short consul' 
tation the war-whoop rang out, as if^ to use the language of au ear-witueas, ' all the 
devils in bell had been le( kxwa.' Kilbum was lucky and prudent enough to get the 
fine tatt bcAm the anoln ofthe battle perplezed hie dm, and waseaolldaDt heaaw 
PhfUp hhnadf fidL The fli« from tibe little garrison was returned by a ahowar of 
balls from the savages, who rushed forward to the attack. The roof was a perfoct 
' riddle-sieve.' f^>mf« of tho Indiana fell at once to butchering tho cattle, others to a 
wanton destruction of the grain^ wiulo the larger part kept up an iuoessaat lire at 
the house. Mean while, Kilbum and his men— «ye, and his women— were all busily 
atwQffc Theirpowderthay ponied Into their bale for g f oatar oonfeoiaaee; the 
fPooMii loaded tfie guna, of whtoh tbaj had aereraS apare onea— all oftiMm bainy 
kept hot by Inceeaant use. An their stock of lead grew short, they suspended 
blankets over their bends to catch the balla of the enemy, which penetrated one side 
of the rool^ and ieil siiort of the other. T\xi^ were immediately run by thepe 
Spartan women into bullets, and before they had time to cool, were sent back to the 
eneaqr from whom thejoama... SevenlaMampIs vera made to force the door, baft 
the nneiiing afan of the maricamen within sent such certain death to tiieae anaaBanti, 
that they soon desisted from their efforts. Most of the time the Indians kept Ijehlnd 
lo^«? fttid stutnps, and avoided as they beet could the fire ofthe little (til^mltar The 
whole afternoon, eveu till sun-down, the battle continued, until, aa tho sun set, the 
savages, unable to conquer to small a fortraas, discouraged and baffled, forsook the 
groond, and, aa was aoppoaed, ratomed to Canada, abandoning the ezpedltkn on 
wUob lliaj had aa( oofc It la not unreasonable to suppose thai tblir&tal expetionoa 
here, through tho matchless defence of those Walpolo heroes and horoiaos, was 
InAtnimental in saving lundreda of the dweUara on the frontien ftooi the honoia of 
an Indian massacre. 

" Seldom dkl It foil to tile lot of our forefathers to win a BBort brilliant crown than 
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ttt HUTOBT 0» 

Jbhn Kflbarn Mnied in this gkiilMit«K|lolb BMk gal tbe only wooiAcfiiliputj, 

m^iviog a ball In the hip, from »>xpmnm at a port-hnV, whi<4i unhapptlr, for lack 
of surgical care, caused his (Katii on the tiilh day. The Ittdituis oerer again appeuvd 
in Walpoie, although the war dtti not tunuuuUe until eight jears afterwda. Joha 
XBtan Mffisd to«M Ut fturth geruraliM m tlM ittgv, and m^oyiag tbm 1 
* Wifi «ivibMion oo the spot he had pmwmJ ftam the mvt^m. He 
honeet hearty hved uprightly, and died in peace. A plain stcmc in Walpiole bTiTyiiT:: 
ground thm Qoammkontm hii dapaitui^ and apeaka bis eulogy » > bria^ aniTuwim 
phraae:— 



Of 

JOnn KILBITBK 

Who departed this life for a better 

la tb» 9Mb ymr of hia age. 

He was the first settler of this town in 

" In 1814, hia sooi, young John, last visited the soene of his youthful explotta 
Be died amc hit ^badm, In ShBpvibaijr, Y«moo1» in 18SI. On* «r hli iaai 
died in thia tem onlllf • year or two oumml 

" What amount of destruction Kilbum made among the savages it waa impoasible 
to tell, a«f it is well known they carffnlly carry off and conceal their dead. Il is 
iaid that induui graves Imve been dug up at Gold river, and on the line of the rail- 
Had in ^bU aoighborfaood, and alx gravea w«pe iound oo the site of tba Uand 
BMW at tt» Mta^ in 18S% wfaiob OMT poM^r booB 



AFPsamx P. 

Keferred to on p^ 93. 

Tho sttOM of flie ptoprieton of the townahip of Weetminster on the lltiliof JoMh 
1760, when tlie tine fcr ftiMllin^ the oooditioni of the eharter wm aartande^ 

John ITulburt. John Hunt, 

JoMUili W'lllard, Jolin Tuylufr, 

WiMiam W liiani, John Puuros^ 

Jomth Atowndmy Jiadiev (lapdwr, Jk^ 

Vathan WUlaid, Jiamea Jewel, 

Sumnnah Gilson, Mana.o.n.'vh I^ifi^ 

Uhv«ur Wiilard, Simon liun^ 
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John Arms, 
Wilder Wiliard, 
Joim Moor, 
Jobn Moor, Jr^ 

Daniel Whitmore, 
William Wiliard, Jtt, 

Kphraim Dean, 
BlQallQadj, 



Simuel Ashley, 

John Alpxnrtder, 
Samuel Grceljr, 
Jelbro WheelM^ 
JoulbHi Thtn^ 



Submit Foster, 
Nathan Wiliard, Jt, 
Joseph Hubbard, 
Joseph Aahkf, 



Wnil«m WUflon, 
John Arms, Jar., 
SolomoQ WiUard, 
BboMMT Ff eUi^ 
Samoel Allen, 
BiDcj Willand^ 
Caleb How, 
Jonuiiian Hubbard, 
James SLUta, 
Mth WOM, Jf^^ 
Benjamin Flarwti| 
Samuel Cuminiii|p^ 
Joeiab Brown, 
Peter Powers, 
Botart fletober, Jr., 

Miniater, 
Henry Sherlran^ 

Pnrrnjel ?mith, 
Jobn i>owning^ 



theso fiftf*iUM shares, tiMi» were also fourtooti otHm located at th* 
north end of the town, of which two were hold by His Excellenrv "Ronninp Wcnt- 
worth, and one each \>y John W<'Tit \\'onti, Robert Usher. John (Jhamiwrlain, Jona- 
than Cumminga, John U slier, Jonathan Cumtniugs, Jr., David Steama, Byfidd 
Uoyd, BklwA Wibird, md Tlwodoiv AtUiiBOO. Oat Amn wm appropriated Ar 
• Globe Ibr the Clianh of Biiglaiid,wb7Uw«tablU^ and oaofber Ibr the bono- 
ftfcofttoliMiliwe M aoaieiyfcrtfaeftop^ 



- DI7I810N or CtnCBE&LAVO OOUSTY DTTO IMflTBIOMl 

Mined to en fk Mi 

"Cumberland County, 6th May, 1772. 
"Public yrmris is hereby given, that the third Tuesday in May Instant \n 
appointed by Law for the FreelM>lders and Inb&bitauta of each respective Townahip 
hi the aald Goantj, and of aaoh napective BiMot (an alialract vhereof ia hefeunto 
oolijoiaed) to Kleet and Cbooee from among the Flreoholdeia and XohaUtatili of the 
same regpectively, one Supervisor, two Assessora, two Colleelon^ two Ovanaatt of 
the Poor, three Comiui'fsionera for layin;< out the Highways, and abo so many 
Persona to be Sun'ovorn and Overseers of the Higliways, as the Major part of the 
Freeholders and Inltabitatits oi eacli Town and District shall judge necessary, two 
Feooe Tiewan and fbor Ooaoliblae. Ajn> that the laat Toaadax in Umj loatant ia 
likewiaa appointed the Vajr for the SoporriaorB ao Btooled Ibr aaoh Townahip and 
District, to Assemble and m^et togetlMr at tlie Oonrt House, in the Township of 
Cheater in the aaid County, then and there bj Fluraii^ of Toioea to agree npoo^ 



determine, and A<>i^iinin thp. Tn;rT^<ihip or place witfata ttM MidOlMBI^, wtMM ft 
Court IIoiiJM? anii uaol shaii Ini Kft^u^i and Built. 

An abstract of audi pacta of tho Couaty of Cumberland as are fixmed into 

•*Tb« lat District oonprebends Hartford, and extondj? North to the County line. 

Sd Sillrict comprehends Pomfret and BernArd. and xt ends Nortll Mid W«ii 
to the North and West linee of the County. 
"3d Diatrict compreJicnda micli parts of WcMwiatock and Bridgewator aa ^e in 

the CoQBly, and extends West to ti»e Cooi^jr * 
•*4th I>IbM ooovnhn^ Bewlinff aid SsltMi^ 

boundfl of the County. ' 
''."jth District comprt.liends Wethrrstiold. 
6th i>isfiriet compn^hetids Cavomii^h und Ludlow, and the Lands to the Weal 
liicfeuf not erbcttjil iiiio TowujiLipa, until it extends to the WeA 
liM oTHM OOQDlJ. 

7Cfa I)latrkt iMniprebeiids Aodover, and ttw ImdstolholMllmdiar Ai 

County. " 

" 8th Pi'triet comprehends Sprinjrfield. ' ' ' 

"9th District comprehends Rockiiij.diani. ' 

" lOtli District cuuapruhouU^i Tumliosuu, and the Lands to the South wwrd nut 
ereotod into a IWnafaip, as for Soath m Tmnmand lis^ ind tote 
Northward of in Bstk ind Weti line from tiMooa^ to th« 'Wm 
bo\inds of Wcstniin^ter, and ilic Lands Dot Kreoted into Townships 
to tht> WcHtwaril. as far n.'< tlie West bounds of the County. 

" lltii District ojuipruht-nds TowTisend an«J the Luuds partly to the Eastward 
thereof not erupted iuU) a Township, and the Lauds to tbo Wes^ 
wwd theraof not eraoled into Townddi^ to tlw Wail 
Co«n^, 

**lftih Distriot oomprehends New Fune, and the Lands not erected into a Town* 
tih\\) to tlie West thereof; so ftr as the West bounds «f Itm 

County. 

*' 13th IHrtrict oomprehCTds Fulham. 
*14ttt DMok oompreliends ICuIboroiigh. 

'*10ttiINstriet comprehends so niucli of Wilmington or Draper M Hsib wililll 

til. County, and extends Wsst to the Ooon^ Una 
" 16th District comprchondH Ilalitax. 
»• 17th District comprehends Qailfiffd. 
" 18th Distrkst oomprsbends Hinsdale. 

*«AftindRMi^liiNioriltoabOf«IMMrfcli to lodged with «Im 
SobMilbar, to wlddi Beooone msj be faed If neosnsry. 

"Orett BnulV CL" 
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▲PPXHDIX H. 

Beferred to on p. Ibti. 
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"W'lllmms'a Hiat Tt, iL 47a Doa Hist N. ir. 1084. Brattleborough 

Sand-WMklj EagK llnindi^ BTCniog, May 9d, 1860, toL 11. Hoi T«L 
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Bifttred to OQ pi ML 

Tho m''>rp }v>cw?Vite sonroea from whirh t!ip aoooont fl^ fta "WMtniBfltar KM* 

sarrc h&M tH'tn drawn, are imiue<i io ihu laint'jLtHl list 

Murcii 21ii(| 177^. Oouudl Muiuteii ia oflic« State N. 176»~17^ xxvL 

DoaHirt.]i:T^hilOakM4 
« m, im, Depoiltiomor QttmOhvcliMlJoMiibBHie^ 

K. IT. 904-910. Brattleborough (Tt ) S«im-W^klj g^k^ 
Than*day ETening. Sept* nyhrr 20th, m I iii . No \?,. 

** SSdi 1T76. ''A rdjtttou of the prucccdinga of tha people ot the Gi>uriiy uf 
GamberUmd and Provinoe of New York," by Beubtm Jooes, ia 
8bde% Tt aiito Ttipen, 86-99. AaectaD .AmMiv^ Vsuitt 
8«ria% 1775, vol ii^ ook 118^321 JoanuSs of tfa* Oauni 
Aaaembly of the Prorince of Xew Yoric 
•* 177*. DBp<-«ition of John Griffin, in Doc. Hl^t N* T., iv. 910-914. 

BratUeburougii (Yt.) Somi-Woukly Kiigle^ Mauiii)^ £veoing^ 6ep- 
tember, 17th, 1849, toL iil, Na 12. 
« aoO^ 1778. JoanMltoTtbe OeMnl AammlSj cfOit TiovfDoa cTVew Totk. 

Americaa Archives, Fourth Seriei, 1778, vol L, ook. 1831*1^ 
April 3d, 1776. See fluthoritiesi cited under March 30th, 1775. 
'* bthf 1775. Dispatdjfs of Lient<?iiant Governor Golden to Lord Dartmouth, in 
MSS. Loudou l>ocumeDta ia office Sea State N. Y^ xlv. Doc. 
Hilt N. Y., iv. 914^19. 
Um^ SUi, 1778. UaS. Oomdl Xinutea in oIBm 8ai^ State K. I766-178S. xxvl 
4 r, P x«. Hist N. Y., iv, 917, 918. Brattleborough (Vt.) Semi-Waeldf 
Ka^rle, Monday Evoninp, Sopteinber 24th, 1849. voL iiL, Ka 14. 
The " Stjito of the Facts*' ma4e hj the judgos of the oowti Mid apUooyied oa p. 
823^ ia in the«e wards 

*^Vtfw Toik OoqDt^ of OnnboriaBd oaoit of oomim FlMi, And ooart of General 
Otirtniiii tto Vmob hoMep ai tha ootat Hooaf in Weatrntoatar thif yifnirt—th Baf 
of Mardi A. D. 1776. Whereaa a yexy n^iclancholij and unhappj affair Happened 
at this Plnoo in thf evening of yeaterday The thirteenth InsUmt and Wljereas it 
may be tliat tlie iSume may Bo represented very Diflerent ¥min what The same really 
wan We his Rii^jesty's Judgos and Juatioea of the said Courts being chiefly thero 
FkWMit hsf* TImn^^ it oar Ihi^ tins to rtlHto A 
flM7 liappeDed: 

"Many threata haviiiK- f r several Term» part been Thrown out bjovfl minded 
persona that they woulii vritli Violt-iice break up and Prptrrr the courts of our 
Bovereip^n I/ird llie king ia this county and threatrt of A iw>r'.' ri inr cr find nhsolute 
oature tliau farmerly having been tfaxown oul by certain Evil Minded peraona Against 
ti>e eettiiig of this preeeat Owrt the Sheriff thot It giwwtieHy leneiiiiy to riiee • 
Ptoaee V» the Ooorle Prataotitn and heTing Bailed ahoat atetj Men enned eone 
With Guns and aooie with stavee he arrived At there head before the Court House 
fiVvont fiv*» o'clock In the *f>emoon of ye'^torday When to tho Great Surpri^i' f>f the 
Mid Sill riiT and Poaso they Ibimd the court lioiiao Taken into Possessiou and t lie 
eevoroi Doan tiioreof Gtiardod By a largo number of Rioters (sujigosedr to htsf about 
n Handled hi the wlM^) mod With etatoMdeoM Vow iPewh ^Oiiriff 
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ikea «Bd«mir«d lafio ki al fht Door of the oouit^koase^ bot w«s pvrronksd Iff 
Tbrettfei And men»<*^: wbereopon ho read the Kinpr's Proclrtmat ion, with & vory 
kMtd TOioe oommMtlmi? In his Majesty's naoio aJl {x>r*ijiH uiilnw-fully ass< mbted 
launediately to Depan, and tb«f«upou Demandad Kut2sace again But was agaia 
wttmed mA TnmM by tlwtti wtf ■■■ m Bdbwk TbiaMitflhMtoliltiift 
BltlMlteftteiro(iUI<MiV0tlM«*Ml Hm tooonridiroriiNlrMluwIoar JlbA 
to Disperse, and if they would not afttfwards allow Him Bntraaoe into tiw aaid court- 
bouso That he would Absolutely Enter it hy forrc. But the Rioterp main scoff at 
^lis Mca«uro rpplying" the hardest mnst fend oiY. The Hiotprs :x Uttie time after* 
wards wanted to chooae oommittees to Tarlcy but was aoawcred that tbeiy oould not 
May to OMoMw wlMtlMr ike King's ai««8lMN^ MB»Cto» 
«B» tntoad ite that if tfaof had any frimiiOM to 

Prernnt a Petition to tha court when sitting it ahoold be heard the Sheriff then gava 
the Prisse Liberty To rofrosh iluiiL^lveis and ahont two Houcrg afterward He 
Brought the said Posse Before the Lxturthonso atr iiii and then again Demanded 
BlUnuDGe in his m^jeety's Nanie but was again rutused in liice nuuiner as Beibra 
iriMWpoii ha totd mam that ha wooM AfaaaiotBly aiitar It BMmt Quietiy or hy 
ftMaaaAaanitondedthaFDaaatoiillawdoaatohlBivhMh thay MiniifHMj PM 
and getting near Tha Door he was struck several Blowa with clabs^ whkh he had 
the GJoodnem m Genera! to fond off f»o thr nt least as not tf> Refvive Any v«Ty rirc^at 
DansB^ but several of their ctubs Htnking Him ax he wa8 gueing up ihe Kiei>H, and 
The Rioters Persisting in maintaining Their Qrouud, he ordered souke of the Posse 
taflra^whiohtkajaooonllDglydld. The Bleltm than flyoght VloMlif lalth thair 
«lDba and find aona W lira anaa at tfaaFoaaa hjwhioh Mil Jwtioa BottavflaU 
laaeired a slight shot in the arm and another of Hm Posae reo^red a iKght ahol hi 
tiie head with Pistol Bnl1f t«!: htit hnppily noTi(> nf the Pos«»«:> were mortf^llv w<^>Mnded. 
Two jKTMoiis of tlie Rioters were Dangerously wounded (one of whom ii* tsuuM dead) 
and scTerai others of the Rioters were also wounded but not Dangenmaly so. Eight 
af the RIotera wars taken priaanen ^nehadkif Tha ooa whloh ia alaaa Daad) 4 tha 
wmmdadwarotilmoaM of hjDoetDaf, Boat Hfll and Boot OhaMi lliatailaror 
wUdi was immediately sent fbr on Purpose. The reet of the Rioters Dtapaiaad 
p^vfntr out Tlirents that ther would mlloct all the force PofMiWe and wonld return 
as on tliia D9j to revenge tbemselvee on the Sheriff and on aBwraX otiien of tha 
Poase. 

■*Thla B^AtrtwataAa of «k»lwtB without Hw laaat Ra amiiHa a at tha ata 
Ma or DhaMiott oa thaothar Wa hmMy anborit to "Smrf Kaaaonahla Inhabit* 
ant Whether his majesty's courts of Justice the Grand and only seoority For the 

life liberty and pffiperty of the p«>>)iok «hould Bo trampted on nnd iWtroyed 
whereby naid perwns and properties of individuals iimst at all times be exj>ot*ed to 
the Kago of a Riotous and Tumultuous aaaembly or whether it Does not Behove 
Xraiy of hfalCiyeety's Liege suhjeola In thaaaid ooiintj toaaaamUattaaialvai ftllb- 
Wilh ibr Ike Ptateclfam or the Lawa aad BaiBtanaMa cT Miaak 
•Mad kt apaa Ooort Aa Say and Tear AlbPeaaid. 

**ThoaiaA Chandler, 
Noah Sabio, 
Step'h Greenleaf; 
9uftt BattaidaM^ 
Rldad AndrosR, 
aGalabOUL" 

The following account of the aflVaj was published at Salan, Ifairihliaattl^ kllfaa 
Essex Ga/A'tte, under the date of March 14th-2l8t, 1776: — 
** We hear » bodj of people arined with duba and aome few £fa arm% Vo the numte 
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748 Hi«voB¥ cr m^nam. yemmoimt, 

of about one hundred, asiseinljlfd at Westminater in the Ck)unty of Cumberland in 
the provinoc of New York, oa the evening of the 13th day of this instant, heitie the 
evening before the day of the sitting of Ute Oouit of OommoD Pleas iat said Uoaac/; 
Ar the purpoae of pravviitiiig tiM Oovli May ttaWi md toflk |iiiMHMion at Ito 
GQurtHoQN. The Sheriff of the Ocmaty being pnwknMtj adnttimd of tihairderifi^ 
nind the Poeae Comitattts to oppoee tbem, and oeme np to the Gouit Hcxne ft aboit 
tin»e after the rioters had soiled it afui attempted to ent^ r the same, but w««» r.n|x»«i 
hy tbi'm. Ho infomied iho rioiers liiat the Court House was the property of Lis 
ilajust/, aiid ihat he was the keeper of it, and demanded eatranoe into it, and ordered 
th«B to diq>erBe, ifriiiehtiiey peremptorily reAised to da Sewl H aai H i^Pire— i» 
}of tt* Sheriff and the Poaw to enter the houe* witfamit fann, whioh were resisted 
by the mob. The Sheriflf then informed the rioters that he wag dotenauned at all 
events, to have poesession of the house ; if he could not get it without, he w^ il'i c**t 
it by forae. He then read the riot act to them, and ordered them to dis|>erBe wiUub 
ooehov, ttidtoldtiMiiika«t Ifffaif dU not dlip«n» wtth&i 1^ md osMi 
tbdr fl|»porftiob to Us enawiM toto the Oo^ 

the Posse to fire on thoin ; to which they replied, ' Fire and be damned! If ygtt4Vk 
the hardest ffnd off' The Sheriff told the rioters he would not have tbem Gutter 
themaelvea that lie would not tire on theiu, for he was absolutely determined to do it 
if they oontiuued obstinate. He then with his Fosse, left the house for the space ci 
aboQithiMliaani dafliigwUobtim»aUpMribtottga^^ warn «Md to disswdt 
ttw rioters ftom their purpose, which they treated with nagiect Th^ Uien sent to 
those of the Judges of the Omrt then in the town, to know if they would treat with 
a oommitteo from their body, whetlier tlie Court should do bnsinesa. The .Fudges 
returned this answer : That they could not treat with them wheth^ his M^^ges^f 
hoiiiiMB ihoald be doo* or wAt bufe tiwt if flK^y thought HMowelfM aggrieved aad 
iraiild applf to tham to * pioptr wwjt thaf waidd giva than la dw if U waato 
their power. But this was by no means satisfactory to them. At the ezpiratioa 
of the three hourn, the Sheriff and Poese retum*v! to the Court House ar i n^-tin 
attem])ti d to ( utor it, but were beat back by the rioters with their clubs, lie toid 
Ihcm Ixu would most certainlj fire on them, if they did not desist They au^weied, 
'nroaDdbadaaaiadl lire aad be damnadl* The Sheriff thaBOtdmd hie aiaa to 
llie vpoa toaoa, which thef did and wounded one mortally (who ia atooa dead) and 
several others very Iwdly, one of whom is thought to be dangerous. The Shexifl^ 
after a few shots, ordered the fm^ to cease, aiid his men to enter the house with 
clubs, whioli they did, when a stout resistance was uuuie by the rioiers for some 
time; bat they were flnaflj difd a w ei fld aad idaa or teo of then taken j>riaocMfa. 
Tiia rielan filed oooB or twice on the SierifPilMHij, bvl did BO daaM^ Tbemad 
daj the rioton were reiufon^ by a large number, anned wlfli nunketi^ and being 
much superior to the Sheriff^ PAriji ^mI^ i^ Md about twelva oCheie and ormflnad 
them in close gaol." 

Another newspaper account was given by John Holt, m lus New York Journal or 
Genanl Advertieer, midar date of Thonday, Mareh Md, L77S. It vmj be taid ia 
the Ameriom AnjUvai^ tartli Serial^ 177S, vol iL oali. n» IbUowinf 

ia a copy : 

"On Monday aft^Tiioon, expresses orrivfv^ \n Town from the County of Cumber- 
land, in this pFuviuce, who bring accounts Irom thence of a very extraordinary and 
alarming nature. On the Monday afternoon preceding, March 18th, the day for hold- 
ing the Inferionr Oonzti^ eefeial riotm and ditordariy penoB% to the numbor of 

between 80 and 90, assembled at tiie Court House, of which they took posaeorion, 

with an nvowf-d intent of pr»;>vf ntintr the Cnrm from bt'ing held the next day ; many 
of them liad urms, and those wiio were uii])rr>vided for, wen* oollectiiip InAh arms 
and amniuuitiou with all possible dispatch. Many of the Magistmtes having come 
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to tm, it.tWM mum^ mMmMit tlwi tto flkifUr riwuM mriw tlw wwd fHwto>> 

tfam against riotoas MMinbiiHV and demand poMeaskm of the GooitBioawwdJaU; 

which beinp; refii?"te<! f»everal timw, ahotit 9 o'clock at nigbt a party aaaemblod m 
order to disperse the rioters. These procwdtKi ^vith the Sheriff' and some ma^stratca 
to the GoMxl Houae where proclamation was ag&m made by the bhtihu ior liie rioters 
to4iipMi% aBdMBdijaMtnpliiriMiiMdato^ in, wfliioat fire anna, but 
tbii piovkv iMibotaMl, thno gmi wwe find ow tito door In hopwOs itotan 
would be intimidated and retire; Iml to detannined were they in their ondertakingk 
that thie Are was immediately returned from the Court Hooae, by which one of the 
Magistrates was Bli^iiiiy wotiiided^ and anoth^ person shot through his ciothea. 
The Magistratea seeing the imminent danger they were in, ao well exerted them- 
Mhret thai tfaflfisioed the door, and «ft«rtv«i7aniit«i^^ 
MfllttoklolMiwa8ldyfld,MdBMi7pmi» Ott both ildii wcoiidfld, the Oovt 
Hooae waa cleared, and t^oper measures taken to preeervo the peace ibr that night. 
The next momintr all was tumult and disorder. The Judpos, )mwevor, opened the 
Court ut ilie usual hour, and a^jounied till 3 o'clock in the ailemooQ; but by this 
time, the body of rioters beghming to assemble in large parties from New Hampshire^ 
tnd pboM ac^faoeot, and parttoalarly tnm Benotegtoo, intho netghboring Comity of 
Albany, with a hortOo appomM^ and the Ooon «)noedi« ^ 
able to proceed to business, adjourned till next June term. The body of rioten^ 
which j«oon amounted to upwards of 500. pnrroinidcd the Court House, took the 
Jud^ei^ the Justices, the Sherifi^ the Clerk, and as many m<xe of their irbuds as they 
could Und, into close custody, and sent parties out, who were daily returning with 
aura priaoaani ThaiMklaaadpassageawarogoiiidaiwMiaimdaNn, who India- 
cHndnately laid hold of aU paaMDgers againot whom any of the party iatlm alad Iho 
least suspicion ; and the mob, stimulated by their leaders to the utmost fury and 
revenge, breathed nothing but blond and slaughter against the unfortunate persona 
in their power. The only thing which suspended their ikte was a difference of 
ophiion aatotheniannerof destroytogtbeni. AodfronlhaTiolsneeaBdiBluimanity 
of the dlaporfthmappawpttethariotew^itfagTaattyto be ftaiad that aoBM of the 
worthy men in confinement will fall a nncriQcc to the brutal Any of a hand of fOf^ 
flans, before timely aid can be brought to their a-ssistance." 

The annexed extracts from the Journal of the New York ProrinciRl Congrees 
show that strenuous measures would have been adopted by the Briush, to quell the 
faiaamctioDaiy ipfail hi Ombariand oaonty, ovhioad by tha avanta of tha Uth of 
Maieb, bad not bmn Important loeiMdaniandad tha attantkm of tha Grown. 

''Tuesday, 9 o'clock, A.1I. 

•'September 12th, 17T6. 

"Ordered, That Samuel Wells, Esq., of Cumberland e utitj, bo requested to 
Attend before this Committee of Safety* at five o'clock this attcmooo. 

"Tneadigr, 4 ha p. v. fiapt im, ITTPL 

** Samuel Watti, Bm|., aooofding to oidar, attendfaig at tha door waa oalled and 
axamined Says. < That no arms were pent to Cumb^rhmd county by g ffTl l l HK in t 
did hear that Gov. Golden applied to Gen. Gape for arms, and henrd thp arms came— 
but the affair nt Ticxinpton put an end to it — of the £1,000 granltxi for Cumberland 
county, £200 of the money has been received — it was employed to reimburse the 
dMiiir and Ifr. Oaifa^ the expanaa of thamaahraa and tha otbar priaonan and 
oa cp t i c m e a hoaid tbaanna watopa>onboaidtbaKtog^a F h h m « ha a fcigothowha 
hoard it, and does not know how they were disposed ot' "—4. 14% 14& 8aa alao; 
Amariean Arahhraa^ IVmrth Sacieab lT7ft, Tua. iti. ooL 8Mi 

* A CommittM of Safety osoiUly sat during the recess of tine ProTlDdal'OoBgrMi, wiiii tempo* 
•MT peweia ««Bal «• thita «r ikelalitt Mr* 



Digitized by Google 



rso 



In tbf* " Rf^iflfl of DunuTKTKtoii. ' n:fiTt'nre is treqa^niiy mod«» to ibe affriiy. The 
IbdiDgS to whicil it gave innJa maj b« judged of by iho tongiiage nniirioyed m Ui^ae 

clMii*trliW«MiriMMh» h m mmmm^mmtmn^^UmWMdmmt of tti^ 

town, lield <m tt« M Aogmt, 177A, oocura an eiiqriiMA ahowsthat the peoglt 

of the oriiTTity WW© Pttffnfff'd in propurinr nn plnhnrat)? nrwMut o( the disturbaiioos 
which hiid hnppened In tho monfh of U r>rrviouH. Tbecuiry m in tln^'o wonJs: — 
** Yotid ttiat it Ua Uu) SenOe ol this toua that the LetUMB tluU ar» i& lao baiid of 
P> aolMMaaarvy ai»»ittty BpiiiaOilnlhtawairtrfditfctOqwMt^itOo^ 
liBf tt» Mmb Vila OMt ii Ite JM Oo^aOt «r tli» OMt to 

fkm & ttin(;r up the Oort Doun to tha ftMt of MarGh Laat and that those Letten 
onlr fTiuP thnt thr> Pf*p?<» y^'nTf r*\<>fi\(*Ttj^r^ nt tlio Karhl^ary ronHnrt of offiwirH of 
the Cirtt and wane liadny to Ru«b and 6Uip tiie * '(>rt l^i- ion- Wmi ti:no: an*! Ihoi^o 
Lettors Show Like wiae th« unitjr of tha Peopla ami purkz. iha uma : ami « c* Liuuk 
lftBMiMttolM«MlMv9MtoW«llMiMtal»« 0B«l«19lli«riUKih, UM^ 
• meeting was bM. M iMttiebonwii^ tir III* pll|Mii ofatOidllCtha puniahment of 
those of the Court party and SherifTs pcnae, who had been engaged in tl^io " West- 
mfntttrr Miuwafre." ThiH nppfnrB by the foUowin^r paasage from the old reoorda 
before raeottooed. At a Wwu meeting bald on the a6th of Fahruary, 1776^ " Votid 
te Bead a wm t» Jtot OtHKj CmSm q> tfaa >wllM^<la■lC^l»lfae^l0w»Qfl^^ 
Mi OagliO amiHiliriPinh i> If it of tfa» o Qock fa tha fete Noon to Drnw 
Qp a ReiPon H a n oe to Send to the CoataBlkh&U Congraa at Philo Dulpha Coosamiag 
tho«> that perpatratiti the Blodjr Maveeree on the thuitcc-intli of march JmhC 

In a pamphlet written by Tm AHen, entitled, ** Mi.<<oe]laueoua Remju-ks on the 
Fixtceediogs of tlte State ol New York agiuuat Uie State of Vennobl, kc^" aud 
pabiM fti «lw 9Mr im, tiM aMIw nM^ t» tilt OQlannl goram^^ 
Twk^ itawfU. >*lao»aftfWrtieiHotiiotoiHiof the ovowa, tlio legidativft tod 
fBRNffClve powera, aamuned to tlMwlvos aathority to hold ooarts : their conduct 
wa« fef> notorious ihnt it was tht^ r>aiue of that ckUou8 and never to be forgotten 
ma^siOTP Rt th*» Court House m saiti Ctimberland Couuty. on the evenint? ofthethir- 
teentli of itaruh 1776, in which several pemooa were aciuaUy moruurcu. 0 1 horrid 
■oanol** 

AmUnt fMHiUolt wHlliiff, "YommhAi flppnal to tlM Oandiil and Tmpwtfitl 
World," the prodoctioa of Stephen Bow Bradley of Westnunater. wluch wai 

pnHi.««licd early in the year 17>^<>, font^iin?* an nilnition to the erente under considera- 
tioQ, iu these words:— "But aboTo aU, have the}' [the people of Vemioaij suilered, 
finom the cruelty of Great Britain and her emiasariiM. — For the truth of those thin^ 
ii*oaao|i|Milto«Mi]riuideiiiable boto. So lata as Havdi, 1774 ]it«?ioaB to the 
iMltle of Lezfagtec, the judges of New Toilc, were led in ft ttert of boo» wiOm tiie 
gate« of their own city, for pliedding innocent bkKxi at Westmineter, in murdorOMlU 
attempting to enforce the lawa of that province upon the po<)plo of Vermont." 

Six years ait&r the aiTray, on the election of certain men to civil offices iu Wind- 
hm ootmty, who previoua Co llio Eofolntioa bad botn oboftskms to th» mass of tfae 
p i KiHl(i^ lono of (ho fnlMdrilattIi of Boddni^iiiii rannfwtttd tho Qomnot a»M^ Ooimoll 
of ttio •talO'tO keep back their conimissious, inasmuch as they were "known EnO* 
mies to th\<* nnd the United States. ' In proof of this charjre they declared that these 
men liad il«?en "active and accessory to tlie sheddincr th" f^rst BIckhI that was shed 
in America to mij^rt Brtttanic Ootremm^t, at the iiomd and Never to be forGot 
MMMdnOottflrittKlatWeoliyAattrOoittHm 
im 01ioirod08ia[niM].*' 

&k tiie year 1781, Vermont increased her territory, by admittfag viUlia hor Jnxii* * 
dictional limits thirty-five towns which !»ec«»<lf»d from the government of New 
Hampehire. Thla moveweut aroused the s^prelteDaioas of Ihe peo^de of the Mter 
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BtBte, and itraraoas attempts wen made to recover the aeoeding towna Jaung 

the memorials prepared by the oitisens of New Hamphiro nn this ?mbjr>cr, one, 
entitled, **An address to tho pwple of iiew liampHhire, Muti of the otij» r I jiited 
flme ti" Ib tluB paper the etenli coaaec^ with the *' Weatmiiuier Mawacru were 

" The Inhabitanta of a certain Tract of Land west of Oonneoticat River, oobuboo^ 

known by the ri\mp of tho New H»mp!»hin> Grants, beinp; by the orde r of thf? Xing 
of Britain in Or incU, anneT<Ml to the Provinco of New Yurk, and pat undor tiiat 
government, did bo contmue, not withcmt aorne uuca.«iiDe88, obiedj in the Western 
port ttTid Tlir Hoij), oBtll'tfM MMi 1791^ iwnediag th99mmimamMi»mmami&^ 

aflboMto llM Vmr York Qofvenuneni, a tt ainpt t n g to teeak up tbi mmi at Weit> 

mtnstpr, oo« of their naroW being: "l^i" >nd nnothor mortaUr wonndfMl hy the 
Sbend and his Poaae^ in hiij endeavors to Suppr^ the mnurgenta, ilmt uuhn^tpy 
•fwt 80 oooaaioiied tibe addition of ^ririt and nundMrs to the oppoaera oi tiiai 
0«vMMi*««MfeM«beMti>iMtinirMg»> ^wfia onewmd fa Mat 
trannanttrm, B uyy oae d tiiemaelinto^lo ba eogagtdte tt»Os«m Mwa of the CloloBiii» 
and genernTly (*Tp(?«^fd the Ooart party to He opprxnx! to the pnmo, and as many of 
them aftorwarda either from principle or Viy rt ju^on of what they esteemed peraocu- 
tion, pio?ed to be Toriesi this served to give a mure plausible oulouring to tiie truth 
^fhbwtnmwtnoMm. baiditetDtlMi Vmm of M« i»yah tfaa «Mar^ 
«r tiM Cmirl flqpportm had flMnd, 41m SMe of To 

a tm wero made synouymona. The other part of the People nnder the directkn 
of some warm Leaders always inimical to New Yoric, takinp* fidvnntac^e of the times 
wlicn this and York state wlio each had claims of Jurindictiou over tiiem, were ijusUj 
engaged against tlw oonunon Bnnnj, did weci themaelTes into an Indepeodent btato 
hgr llw anBB «r YflraMBt Bm T«fcii>w<te | | nm| gi M flw Ilr d e ya w of tf» pi» 
tended Mihority of Raid Ytmoalk fltito mi mM ■■ tbnj mtn oUo «adar tilt 
Government of New York. 

"The principal and most zealous proniMt* (»f thi.^ Union [tho union of the Now 
llampshire towns with YennontJ, are the Yorkers on tlie other side, with tlie Tories 
Oft thil lido oTIIw liver, togettar irilh mm^ ti ttat mho Ibnnerly peneoatod the 
ftnneriiniiftkNMdpenoiisaoMiifdomiiideii^^ Monpotand 
now under bonda, others sul^aofeod to imprisonment and confinement with thflfr 
Judges and vritnp«scs against them, are now j)rof»»rrod to the f\r>»t offioe^ of Govern- 
ment The former not retracting or proteasing a change of iSentimonts as to the 
justioe of our oonunon causey but rather avowing their opinion to be rif^ thai our 
OMMO ia not good, and oonridar in ttia oondnot of paopla townvte tham in their 
fffooont f rn ihnnant as a oompensation for their fonnr-r ill treatment ibr acting tlta 
part »r v^»r.«a» ruftiiiag tp. iMjffw tht multita^ft '"i whifA t*»ijr timigh^ and atill 
think not right. 

" On the other aide of the Eiver the authority departing irom their Gimstitution 
(not tba iM tine) to tha faftii«aamt oftha Raadon of Blaolioa did in 
nato to the dxdea of the Obimtiaa fi>r oivil offiaan^ if not MUtaqr abiv man by then 
belbca esteemed (being Yorkers) enemies to Ifaair Oonnbg^ n^Jforditan Ibr hiiag 

concerned in the Westminster afBray." 

In tm "Deacriptive Sketch" of Vermont, published in 17S^7, Dr. John Andrew 
Oraliam has, with hia usual inaoeuracy and aupeificialnpfla, reooontad the events of 
Ifaa aftay in thtaa wwda:^ 

**WaalBinster is a deligbtftd plaoa^ and contains sr-veral superb housea Hero 
were formerly held th:c Courts of Judicature, under tho State of Now York, but the 
settlers, in Marcii, 1775, were so hiphly cxaapernted at tho oppressive conduct and 
insolence of the Governor of that ;Stato, and his junto of iaud-jobbors, that thej 
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assemblwl in &tmn. stoppp^ the Court from pfttmir. <^rr>ve thom from their tcrritorr. 
and would never alter HUttbr the Gofenuneoft of liew York to Ibe niij^tttit 
jurisdictioD over them.'' — p. 1U7. 

cTtlM Btito ory«nMMil»** te, puUtalMd in IIM^ kMdiipoMd«r tiM " W«i^Mar 
MiaMere^ in a sammaij manner. 

"In M?^rc1i. IT7!S. an ntt^'mpt wn,* nin^lp to hold n oofirt of jn.wtiw at We«ftmingter, 
in the cuuuty of Cuutburiaiid, which waa prevented by the peoph-, wlio haJ e.^rly 
takeo potweattioQ of the C!ourt*bouBe^ and the Judges ware refused entrauco at tlue 
Ml bow vtai tht ObM WM cpMMd; tlMN*m Ihqr Md Ite «ao» «r «h6 

Omrt Ntirad, ratQ abool •!■•«■ «^doak ad ttight^ ite Ikif niii il, wl vm 

•fain refused admittance ; wbereupoo they fired into the house, and killed one maa 
and wounded wyvoraL Thin inflained the mirrlH of the people to a hijrh dwree, who 
next day docked from every pmt of the county ; a ooroncr'B uiquc^t sat on the body, 
and brought in a verdicl that tlie man was vfti/uUy murdered by Ckmrt party 
toiMaf wbon AijMiMd, Midanl to Nortlwa|i(oa gaol is MMHohmlli^bHliilia^ 
were releaaed on applicalkm to Iho Chief Justice of New York." — pp. 6fi, 60. 

The epitome of the transactions connccttKi with the 13lh of March, 1715, as given 
by thf» l{cv. lIo!»u» B<x:kl< r, in n Iit!l<) work called, "The History of Vermont," 
reseniblc^s the citations from Uraitam aud Allen. Of the peraoa who was killed on 
lUs occasion, Mr. BecUegr cifaMrp»:-*«Hi» mmmwmWBkm French, of Bndlki 
borangjh; where sad in Domueiiton branobot cT hii flM% htm rfnoo teeSded li 
mpecteblo standing; and from nUeh wrcnl enterprising individuals have fi^one 
Ml into the Unkm; «d 4)00^ » arfatoiiy andv the AoMriaea Boan^ tn ▲riiL''-- 
pp. 70. 99. 

la an anonymous ballad published in the year lit 9, the ongmal of which is now tn 
tf» fomvAm of 9mk Moore, Eeg., thegenieltdilarortfa* "Soi^MidBilhNliof 
thtAMrieMBMFolnttoi^'iiAnaeoisBiidAtollMdairffc^ The 
stanza in which the alhMtal QeoOT ndtfat nott of iHilllrrtfol >e<Ottpettyiwg H» Me 
fatfme w oi d i i 

** Bat TracMiiet let as Wreak, mjr Boys, 
For MatroB, Maid, and Sphuter: 
WluM Joje are fled, wlmee Homes are tad, 
fer ihe Tos^ ef Bed Wsstmlaster.* 

AJttlKragli the oemrts in Otimberland ooonty w«re badlj managed in many instan. 
ces, prpviniis to the time when they were stopped, yet the ne^ministration of justice 
in this p<^>rtic)n of the province of New York was not whohy neglected by the pro- 
vincial judged. There is still extant an affidavit of Richard Morris, cterk of the 
oonit of Of&t end Tcfiulfier end Ocnenl Chnl Dettfwy in piwinoe of Heir 
Toric, dated tiie Idth of Angut, 1774, b wUeh that gentlemaa ieeliaed befiire 
Licut-Ck>v, Cadwallader Golden, that the Hon. Robert R. Livinpjton, one of the 
judges of the Supremo Court of judienture for the province of New York, attended 
the session of the (X}art of Oyer and Terminer and General Gaol Deliveiy, held at 
Weetminster in July, 1774. 

Id the eeet peiieh of Weetadneter, ■*the1ibeityineD" wenftfir indftrbelweeib 
Inflie west perish, the majority of the inhabitAnt^ were "pure Whige.** Tb» wm 
who served tinder Capt Azariah Wright on the 13th of March, were mostly from 
the latter parish. Captain Wright's company was organized between the years 1768 
and 1770. It is not known whence be obtained his captwnc^, bat it is evident that 

# "A yeesgnMnwWwMlfflidtytte gorier nwr the OfiattMlicf the ftrwOwassliw^ 
in the ifriaff «f the 9«er lim** 
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UiftfiBtitlli^llMdrilwoatbrMk, wM oTthe pwpte tad nppoM tha p0Q|M 

cm!«««^. For sovrml rrnr' ho had aocustomed to call hia company together for 
drill, at hi3 own houMo, and if the policj of tho WTiig^i had not interdictod the use of 
fire anna, hia men would hav« ermoed their skill as markameu ia such a manner an 
nvold hsra QMUsd BO ditcwdH to tiwir leader. As far as can now be ascertained, 
ttt nrgMHlwtton of tfat compniy wm m fcOom;— ChpfaOn, Aaviah Wright; 
tenant, JtlMt PiR^; Ffnt Bm^ttoA, SiiiMoa Bntln* fleoond SogMBl^ Jmw 



Jacob Albce, 


Fnmds Holdel^ 


John Albeei, 


John Holt 


X>emuel Ames, 


Ichabod Ide, 




lmwlld«^ 


Jdm ▲▼criD, 




ThflOM ATttfl]^ 


Bobcrt Mniar, 


JalH'7 BHh>«, 


John Pettr, 




Atwater Phippea, 


AthertoD Chaflee^ 


Joseph Pbippen. 


Andrew Oiook^ 


Samtiel Phjppen, 


Robert Crook, 


Kobert Rand, 


William Crook, 


James Ricliordson, 


David Daley, 


Kathaniel llobertson, 


Jooatkaa Fuller, 


Eenben Robertson, 




Bdmund Shipman, 


WiHMBQool^ 


JehlelW«b^ 



The officers of the Bockiogham oompanj were, Ofi far as remembered, Captain, 
Stephen Sargeant; Umtanaa^ Fh&ip Sallbrd; Sngeoii, Benben Joiw& Nothing 
to known of tiM oiginintioii of tbo oompanieo Ih^ It Iwd 

long been the custom of Judge Thomas Chandler, to procure commissions of one 
kind and another from New York, and bc«tow them on such as he fevored. In this 
way acvernl military ofidcers had b^u appointed in different parts of the county. 
Those i^eraona in Westminster who had obtained the litlM wUch tbej bore in this 
moaner, were lfo)ar John Koitoii, Copliiin BM^jemin Bait, Tienteneat Medad 
Wright, and Ensign William WiUeid, hot it to hdlerod that no coaqpaajr was ever 
organized under these officers. 

The manner in which the Court party tr< nt^ni the "rioters" on tlio night <^ the 
aflray, was to the Ibrmer an eq>eoial topic ol (.x)ngratulation among themselvM. One 
of th^ WHlimWiUard, a ju«tio»of the peace, oven while a prtoon«r in the Oimrt- 
hovae, **uadeabn^thathesliQok Fraaeh" end kaooked 1dm down. After hb 
enlargement^ he went to New York, and on his return^ appeared in a new suit Of 
clothes, wiiieh, it was ?aid, had been piven him hj tlie T/ieutenant Goremor, in 
acknowledgment of his valuint conduct, lie died at Brattleborough. In his last 
days ha was iudanc, and hia llnal sickness, being hemorrhage in its character, was 
lagarded by the old people as a judgment upon hin Ikom God, ftr the pert he had 
tidton hi flhedding the UoQd Of nrencsh. 

A door of the dd Court-house, which was perforated by a bullet on the memor- 
able night of the rencontre, wa^» for many years preserved by ft dtisen of WoetmlMter 
ttod did him good itervice as a dix>r iu his own dwelling. 

CoDoeming Dr. Reuben Jones who acted so prooiiaent a part anxwg the Whig% 
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but UMie to known. Tbatho waaa mtnof hitil^idfli^ fapwwAly Ma "Baiatkn 
oftUptoeeedtog^qfthtpeoptoofthoOwin^of CuM^ 

Torlc," which h^i boon already lifiRed to. At Uit mttHkl^ brid at W«MlHfe8r « 

the Hth cf April, 1775, for tlio purpose of devising inc:^ns to resij^l tbe progiVdS of 
oppression, Dr. .Tone'? f*ervtfl m clerk. On acf't:n]nT of aia fnoiliiy in compotuCion and 
hid goueraji aocuracy, iiu was oibou cboaeu to amuiar poiuUiufia oa moce >m|xartani. 

OMaiNNMi If f WW ^^'^^'^^'y^^ ftufii WwfiHi ^^fM in ^ii^ ftm^m^t^^t^ WM" t^lllt 

cm th« 25tti of SepCembei', 11T<^ aod repmeiited the Ibnner town In tlw Ctawa^ 
^jHDibly of Vermont during the seesiona of 1T78, 17*79, uud 1780. TI*.' ih«D 
removed to Chester, and in 1781 wa.'ithe ro]irr»^f»ntntIvc frum lliiil xovm in the GL-ae- 
ral A»&onibly. Like mauy uf the early ecttiera of Vcrtnout, ha becnme iiivi>lve«i in 
debt. Having boon seized iu New Hampshire, at the uutanoe of mx i.QhAtuuii,t of 
tbatatatob he was oonflned in the Jail of Gheahiie county, during a part of tta ib* 
inerofl785. OnthelOthof Angiial^lntlMty«tr, hoefltetodhla «Mp» flion 
son. On the 22d, a warrant waa vfsncd by Simoon Oleott, a justice of the peace for 
Cheshire oounty, directing his arrc«t if found within tlio bailiwick of the Hb*>riff of 
that county. To evade the officers of the law, Dr. Jones repaired to VermonL 
Simon Stevens, a justice of the peace Ihr Windeor county, isMted m ofder Bar itk 
arrast on the 27th, and on the 29th the onfbrtonate phytidao was taiten at Ctistia 
by Joha Grlswold of Springfield. But even now his frieucU did not desert LiaiL 
Afl GriHwokl wa.s takitig him oil] Jolm Caryl and Amos Pi«ihpr, citizens of Ches- 
ter, made on attack upon the officer, and delivered ?V ,Toinp«j f^ww^ u^-r^fia 
tbe sc^ou of the Supreme oourt held at Wiudaor, "on the aecona i'ueaoay, uexfc 
fidlowing the feartfi Tneedmr of Angoat)" 1785, the grand ,^irat $mA m trae UD 
against the Doctor and hb two fHendi for ntUSag an offloer, but tffee raenit of the 
trial which fbHowcd dooa not appear. 

It may not bo cr^if rn];}' known that an attempt has already been made, by maoj 
of the must distinguished and patriotic citizens of V'ermont, to obtain from tbe Tiiyakr 
tora of tiiat state an appropriatioii tor Hie purpose of eraotiog a monnmeot to tiM 
nunuNy of WiQIam FEeoch. At tbe learioa fa& 1862, the IbDowlng pcCMoa was 
reed in tbe honce: — 



** To the General Assembly of the StJrtto of Vermont : 

" The uudersigued citizens of this Statu, belioviug that it is not only a duty, bat 
inoepenble from tbe love d ooontry and the support of ftee fnilttiilSoii% ta diHWi 
tbe memory of those wbo^ on momentous oootsioos, have ofihnd np their Svea httbm 
public good, bog leave to call the attention of tho Le^lature to the perishing state 
of the memorial erected at Westminster, in 1775, over the body of WUh'am Frroch, 
the proto- martyr of Vermont independence, if not that of America. We think that 
there is a tuniiug point in erwy revolution, givkig It a fixed and deoiaive charac^ 
namely, the first resistance onto blood; and it is atanoet needless to a^ with wlmt 
^llrit sod patriotism this was done by the yount; man just menttonecL <>r wliat an 
immense impulse was given by his devoted micrifloe to tiio followers of rL;t»ond«:Ti, 
Allen, and Warner, resulting at last in the freedom and independence of the .St;ite ol 
Vermont The monumeut of orumbllng slate, with its rude hut emphatic itiiKTiptioD, 
erected by what we may now call the pom hands of the men of tboce day^ is now 
&Bt perishing away, and, tmlees some steps are taken to save It, win soon wboiljf 
disappear. Feeling that tiiis ought not to be, and tiiat the duty of preventing it wiQ 
be performed in a more honorable and imposintf manner, and be much more int!!catm^ 
of the spirit of our whole people, if done by the State, we venture to pray tlmi mdi 
means may be taken by the Legiidaturc as are most meet and proper for that parpoee. ' 

To this petitioii were appended the nsfflss of Gbsilec K. WEUbidi^ wnBnn C 
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Bndky, CfafOff ObdOdgO^ IMA Kellogg, Jadob OoUame!', Chftrlet K. Mcf, an<f flftjw 

Bovpn other persona, together with the names of riv'-htf eii (-f tlie reladves of William 
Fri'ueh. The aubject waa referred to a Belert cimuittee, composed of G«oi^ "W, 
Graadey, Q«oi^ Ljiu&q, Jarvid F. Burrowa, ilmun Ford, and Thomas Browning. 
A WBff alda report, lavoiiUA to iiift raqiUMfc of the petitionere, and oonteining mudi 
IdMBkiMl ifefinMliflB flf viteib wmiiMnd tw thaaft t wM»»iM » fln nrnaniitiwl to 
flw Hoiue on the 9th of ITovember. At the aow tim lh«gr Npoiled ths ftUowing 
bni, and reepectfulljr rMOMmmded its paasage:-^ 

" An Act making an appropriation for a Mouament to ■William French. 
" It is hereby enacted by the Qenwal Asaomh^ of tto State of Vermont^ aa 
follows: 

■^fleetioii 1. A mm. not uxoeedftBg twan^ilva bn&dfed doUan k hereby appro* 
(Mfatod, to ba cqpaodad wider tha divaofciQii of tha Qovemor, in ffaa oreotiom of • 

granite Honoment ovinr the grave of WQUMoa Frenob, at Weatnunster; and tha 

Auditor of Acooimta is directed to nwWt the ftc?coniita of tho novomor for tlin oxpen- 
ditore herein provided, and draw orders on the Trcii.'^urur of the Btate for the same. 
** Section 2. Tliis act ahall take elTect from ita passage." 

The petition^ report, and bill wero laid on the table, and the cL&rk was "ordered 
to proenra {he printing of tf* hnndrad copies ftr tlw vaa offlia boam** On itp 
tofcrodoetfoa aobaeqiiaiitlj, tba bill waa advocated by tbe Hod. WQMam OL Bradley, 

of Westminster, in a speech replete with patrioUo oeatiDNnti^ ftRXSIble ai^^umentt 
and historic facta of the most interesting character. To the great regret of a vary 
laige minority the bill was defeated by a few votee^ on its tUrd reading 



AFPraTDIZ J. 
ovmomi ttwwtuNi a bmbamlhom ibom mmw vm^ 

Beferred to on p. 3^ 

TId nportt prepared hj tbe oommittaea of Cmnberland county^ and 

vHiich forms the baria of the abstract given in the text, ia taklA fiom fthti )1S» 
George Clinton Papra, in N. Y. State Lib., vol. v. doc. 1 f45. 

" Gopiea of Eetums made by Oommitteee of Sundry Towns in the County of 
(^unberland of the Number of Inhabitants in their Towns, and aa aoootnt of thdr 
fttodpisi^ ao ftr aa reapeoto a aepantUm from New Yoik. 

Iboaa In Hinadala that aia fer tha Btata of Now Yoik, llUt Aqgoat ITTS, 

are in number ...... 99 

"For the State of Vermont . . . . 1 

"Neuters ...... 3 

"Told dS 

"Tho Town of Guilford did not make a Retom, but they reckon fidToterefor 
Now Yoxki not bo ni:my for Vermont, and a number of Neuters. 

« in iialiiax, For New York, August 11, 1778 . . 68 

«*Iiar Vannont M 

«*Nralari 90 

"Total Xl» 
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766 mnoRT ov xa0xsbk txbmobt. 

"The Number of Votors ia BraUl&boraugii wlio diiifieiit iium tiie pr^ 

MbdSfeMtcrTtnuntiAaguitll, ms * • 1« 

**VanlNr wboarafiirTanMBil .... 1 

•♦Total 166 

" Tlio ToTm of Mariborcyiipli sent a lU'presentativo to j* firet Soaaion of Assembly 
for Vormoat, bnt hr^v» lately as a Town, Voted not to intormedcUe iiizthar intte 
Dispute until C iii^rt'sssi shaii doclare their sonso upon il.sj matter. 



"in WUmii^i^a (or Draper) for New Y&tk, August 1, llld . . IS 

"For Vennoot ...... 15 

^'VMtan » 8 

"T<»tal 85 



" From Fnlham, no Return is yel made, but upon « TMviskm of the Towii, j« 

ninj' -r part wrr.j a?rninst Vermont, y* chief of which ari> al^so ajfainst New York, 

" I'rom New Fuiie, no Rotum made, but y InhabitaatB being about eqjoM^ 
diyidod, bar© come to some atjreement of neutrality. 

•*Tho Aroonnt and Number of thu Inhabitants of the Town of Putney fiom tilt 
a^ of 10 and upwards, taken the lOth of August, 1118, [is] as fulloweth : 
••Men of Age that signad to wotiam under tlie Stait of New York, in 

N wnhwr ..••••«66 
*'1Im aooount of those of tlw TnhaWtinti that htm dgoaA aaft tironi to 

liie State ofTeniionl) k . * • . . M 

«XliaB«Biaiiiliigpiffi«ftlieIidMl)^^ 41 

**lotai .... .186 
'^Mcanbyus, theSabtoiiben^ M OoumlttoQiiMiiftrT* hU Am of PntaMf . 

** Jamas Gb^, SmuinI UdoC^ 

••WeibiilBilerieiit noBatam; is rtwut aqmil^y dWdod -thu NQiBlMror 



YolanftrNeirToricaboat .... 40 
*Bockingbam Oommittee did. not oome or send. 

**lA9piiDgfl9]d, 7orHeirToilt tl 

"ForTennont • • • . • It 

**Kaiiten 4 

"Tqtol "44 

•In Wuathersfield, For NewTork. ..... II 

**7oryennoiiA . • « ,19 

"Total S8 



"No Towns nigher up the Paver hnvo cbcNNO Gommittoea fixr tbB Poipose of 
opposing the pretended State of Venn on t.' 

Another calculation as to the numerical strength of the YmicefB in Cumberlaud 
oooB^, nMjf be stated as fbOowa When in Che moafh of Jidj, to Hie jetr 1160, • 
company of fifty men was formed m GnmbetbHld OOQBty, by the ad?ioe of Qowiwr 
Clinton, for the continental Bervico, cvonr twelfth or thirteenth person of thoee 
required to bear amif?, was dratted for that pmrpose. The number of Torkerai 
therefore, between the agee of sixteen and sixty, must at that time have amounted 
to nm thaa tlx faondfad.— See Geonge OUnton in N. Y. State Lib., voL x. 
.aoo;6Q6L 
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Obadiah Wella, 


iRt 


220 




September 14Ul 1788 


Joieph Elliott, . • 


24 


420 






11 


it 




'n«Mkiali Broad, . 


1st 


328 0 


20 


Julj nth, 1788 




■ Benjamin Baker, , , , 
lEphraim Rioo, 


2d 

•M 


90 3 
90 3 


30 
30 




Joseph Garcey, 


ilii 


VO 




II 


m . 


tt 



I 



TtmnAfy or GUnton, simyed by SiniMiL Do Witt^ on the 8th of 
April, 178G, and at "1 ■ ^ • . tli . vrna divided into oue hondradloti, each of which 
tt was ir-tPTided shoaM contain GIO acres. T^ot No. 50 wn? appropriated to the iise 
of "Gof?pel and Schooli*, ' and lot Xo. 61 " For promoting? Literature." On the Gth 

May foUowing, the cummiiiBiouers of the laud of&oe resolved to oompensato those 
who had waBmA in opposiog the gomrnneiit of Yennont, by giving to fhem loli 
Koi» 3&-100, inchidTe, oompririnft as was supposed (lots 60 end 61 being ezeeptedX 
pfxty-fonr lots, or 40,9G0 acres. On the 11th of July, in the wimo year, the com- 
missioners divided tifly-four lots, or 31,5GO acres, among the one liuudred and seven 
persons who had been reported by Timoihy Clmrcli and William Shattuck, as dc»»crv- 
ing of reward, and reaerred ten Iota, or 6,400 acres, for the purpoee of aatiafjing the 
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claims of mich of the sufferers as were not indoded in the list which Church ai^ his 
ftienda had pwmntecL On tUft oooaaloB, lot Ka 81 waa granted, IW am flfit t» 
Thomaa Baker, and 380 acres to Samuel Bizbj. Sobeequentlj it was ascertained 
that iniprovemoTits had boon made on thi^ lot, by persona to whom it did not l^-long. 
The owners of the land appear to have treated the squattera with kindue^ An 
amicable adjustment of difiiculties was the reeultk Bjr an act of the Legislature^ 
paMofl MaveM Mth, 1788, power wm gken to llireoniBiHioiien cf tiie land oOon 
to gimt to WnUam Ovtliri^ WaUam Oathria Jr, and Beobaa Kirbj, tbeequfe- 
ten Mve teftmd to^ lotKa 81, and by tho same act, lotNa Y6 wm ffuM to 
Thomas Baker and Samuel Bixhr, in plar^ of lot No. 91. 

On tho 12th and 14th of SepteniWr, 1166 liw {ximimntnouem graaied seven lots or 
4480 acres to a number of the ''saU'erers " whose names had not been includ^td in 
tbe ftnner euQinanttion. The demande of ttie dtliensof New York who had rerfded 
in Vermont having been eatjefied, too Legidatare of Now Toik hy an net paaeed 
March 20th, 1788, gave to tho commissioners power "to issue a grant" of two of the 
lota that had not been disposed of, viz., lota Noe. 46 and 61. containing each C40 acres, 
to Phihp Frisbee, Samuel Frisbee, Philip Frisbee Jr., Ephraun Gutlu-ic, £ben Landers^ 
Beth Btone^ Godld Baccm, Herman Stone^ Nathaniel Ben^ Jr., Joseph Land^ 
BodorUklbon^nndfheiranooiatoa. Beibi!oth«roMld "eerenllj be entitled to 
reoeire toeh> nqiectiTe grants," they were required to " pay mto the treasary of toii 
state, in any public fK>curitieit, signed by the treasurer of this state, at the rate of 
one shillinf? and tliroo pence per acre for tho lands to bo granted to them respect- 
ively. ' A putont was issued in aocordauoe with tins act, on the 26th of Febnutfj, 

Aa eaoHnhioiiaii of the aboiw triAe^ wiU diow tiial loliNda. 73,96^99, H nod 

100, contamod respectively 017, 690, 591, 599, and 600 ncree of land, instead of MO 
each. The reason of this di.screpancy appears in the following extract, from the 
records of a meetiog of the commissioners of tho land office, held at the house of 
ifatUiew YisBcher, in Albany, on the 12th of Januaiy, 1789 : — On nmiung the east 
line of the said township of OUnton from tlie Delaware to the month of the UnadiUa 
(the ooune of whidi line is north 4T' eiet> the lots a^jouung to this line fell Aoil 
of 640 acres each, at which thov were computed when Mrst ballotte<I for, as will 
appear by the minutes of this l>oiu"d. But in thia entry eucli of the .'^.'lid lots as 
were formerly baliotted to two or more peniona, viz., lots Nos. 72, 7C, 92, 96, and 
100, mo divided among their reepectiTe proprieton in the eame proportiona with 
reapeottotiiotnioqaanti^oreaehlol^ asth«7 wendiMed bedira oo tho anppo> 
attion that they contained the qtiantity of 640 acres each." Land Office Mlnntes, in 
office Sec. State, N. Y.. 1784-1788, L 169, 170, 194-198, 220, 221, 224 225. 256, 
262, 263: 1788-1796, ii. 3, 17, 27-32, 51, 27, 281. T^ws of N. T.. llUi session, 
Greenleafs ed., ii. 19S, 199. Map No. 57, in ofiice bcc 6uUi Y. Journal, 
SenatoH. ISih oearioa, Sd iMeting, pp. 40^ «. 
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Beferred to on 665. 



Number 




Bum to which 


of MkCh 


N&mo of (Jiaiixutau 


eacii Ul«lm*atia 
saMlM. 


Hal 


■ ■ ■ 

UMPuOi AtWT • • ■ • . 


$2666 08 


" d 


Jamee Abeel . , • • . 


648 93 


u g 


Goldabrow Banyar ..... 


7218 94 


" 4 


John Bowles • . « • • 


^46 26 


u 5 


Catharine Bowtes • • • • • 


49 91 


•* 6 


T -n 1 ' * 

Jamcf? r5f*<»ckiiiail • « • • • 


72 66 


7 


William Bouyar • . • 


309 42 


«« 8 


ThomM B. Bridgen 


169 6ft 


« 9 


Samuel Bard . , • • • 


149 73 


« 10 


BobertBowoe . • . • • 


49 91 


•* 11 


WflBam Oodcbnna . • . • • • 


1496 96 


M 12 


Ei>enezor Clark • • , . • « 


37 42 


«* 13 


Jame« McCarra . . . . • 


24 93 


u 14 


Alexander Crulkshank . . . • 


37 00 


« J5 


Cadwallader Colden, Tbomas Colden, Alexander 
Golden, and Josiah Ufj;den Iloffman, Rurviving 






Executors oi OauwaUader Oolaen, deoeaacd . 


449 15 


" 16 


Richard Gangr ttid Ana his frife . 


122 92 


H 17 


Henry Cruger • • . • • 


149 72 


« 18 


Thootae Clark 


237 05 


M 19 


Arabibald OanplMll . . • • 


49 91 




Archibald Currie . • • • • 


9 98 


Mm M« 

M 21 


William McDougaU . • ■ . 


37 42 


« 22 


James Chatham Duane, Wutum North, and Mary 
his wife, Sarah Duane, dtharine LMogrton 






Buanc, and Af1*»lia Duane . , , 




<* as 


Gerardus Duyckmg Jr. . . . . 




" 24 


John De Lanoej . . • . • 


49 91 


" 26 


Obadiah Dickenson . . « • . 


49 91 


M 26 


Alexander McDougall » • • . 


34 93 




OewgB BtlMriiiglQii . . . . • 


06 82 


•« 28 


Thomas Etherb^iton • • • . 


74 11 


« 2» 


Jamea Farquhar . • . • . 


99 81 


** 80 


JenbA.FoDd» . • • . • 


49 90 


" 31 


John Galbreath • • • • • 


99 81 


" 32 


Jamee Guthrie . . . . « 


37 42 


« 


M iiiuun vruoB . « • . • 


ft Aft 


" 34 


Joseph Oriswold • • • • • 


141 73 


" 36 


John Qoodrich ..... 


199 63 


" 36 


Charles Hutching ..... 


9 98 


« 37 


Jonathan Hunt • • • • • 


048 28 


" 38 


John Uon.^dalo • • • • • 


40 01 


" 39 


John Johnston • • • • • 


184 n 


** 40 


lioko KnowlfeOQ • • • • • 


849 68 




P U T IComblo • • • , , 


199 63 


" 42 


Abraham Lot ..... 


698 69 


" 43 


John Lawrence ..... 


49 91 


" 44 


Robert Lswla « • . • . 


119 78 


" 45 


Joel Lyni«n . , . . , • 


49 91 


" 46 


Elijah Lyman ..... 


49 91 




Catharine MetotU; BXMUtrts <l( Simon HMod^ 


1411 49 




dBOBftMd •••••• 
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HISXQBT or BAKXBH TSBHOBT. 



If Dinb«r 






8am to which 




CalhAriud Metcalf . 


• • # » 


$99 M 


" 4» 


Thooyui NomiAn and Kliiftlwih Martha hit wife 


718 60 


" 50 


Jane Nfflblt . , 




12 48 


*' 61 


FMhs Nixon . 




24 95 


*' 62 


Barharii Ortloy . 




134 76 


*' 63 


Eloazer Vijtitt . 




49 91 


*• 64 


John McPfierfion , 




99 81 


66 








* W 


PetwSIm . 






67 


Samuel Stcvcoi • 




653 63 


** 68 


WUiiiua Sroiih -» 






* W 


Jscob SbeffliD • 




VI Si 


" 60 


FrarK-is Stovoni . 




If'!' C3 


ei 


Diarm Smith 






€2 


liar J, Eliziibotfi, Eathex, md Eadwjl SdbJatter, but- 


- 




viving execaton of MidiMl Schlatter, itoenpd . 


«' 63 


John M. Soott 


• • 0 • . 


* tl 


* 64 


Joha TiUij . , 




9 9$ 


" 66 








" GG 


Pf ttT Van Sc-hiiak . 


■ . « • • 


199 63 


Jl Q>i 




« • • • 




« 68 


Brooke Walwm 


• • • ■ 


69 


(ioninl "Wjiltoa , 




■in fii 


u 19 


Joiin Watts . . 






« tl 


Wnfam Wtttton 


• • • • 


199 63 


« 72 


CJt»orL'o Wruy , 


• * a • 


39 92 


" 73 


Stiiltham WiUianifl . 


# • « • 


199 63 


n 74 


John Bard 




449 15 


«' 75 


John Plcndorl^ • 


• • • • 


1096 68 


" l« 


Samuel Partridge « 


• • • • 


-id r<i 











Doa Hiit N. Y, iv. 1024, IQii, 



UST OF THE CIYIL AXD MILITARY OFFICERS Of 
OUMBEIOiAND AND GLOUGESTEK COUNTIES. 

• - * 

Tti09^ penons who were appointed to office previonB to April 
8df 1776, held' coxnmiBWODB under the British province of New 
Yoxk Those persons who were appointed to office from April 
8d, 1775, to Beptemher let, 1777, derived anlihoiity^ from the 
New York FroTincisl Congress and the Convention of tbe state 
of New York. Those perBons who were appointed to office sub- 
sequent to September let, 1777, received commifisionfl by virtue 
of tlie Constitution ol tiic sUite of Kew York. 
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DIDIICUB POTMEAimM OOMMUKOMXBS TO ADMDnSTBB CUTBS OP Omd. 

OumMftad ooonty, a d6(Umu$ poletiakm oommiaricm to adzo&ii^ CMrtbs cf cOoe 
wan granted to ThooiM Chttodlor, William Gniilaad, and laaae Man, for the wholo 
of tho New Hampahhre Oiaota^ at that time inoliided wtthln tbe iimiti cf Albaaj 



DuacofOommMoa. 




Julj 17, 176C. 

▲pcui, Ilea. 

May 1774 
October 34, ITTS. 


Thouiaa Chandler, Joseph Lord, Samuel Wells, Joha ChAudl^jr. 
Tbonaa OmiuUik. JoaBBk I^mL flaiaiial WfiUa. Jolm fliaadlar. 
Samwl WdH OmB Brailk 
SamufiQ^la. 

John Seaioii^ Jolin fliema 

Pelatiah Tit^ John Seasiona, Jamea Clay, Mkab Tomwd. 
unafM rnaqii^ #mBi vuiji tiiiMBn umiL 




TTiH iif TTiiiiiiiihrti 1 




Februarj 18» 1774 


Samuel WeUa^ Crean JBroah, Samuel Knigbt 


• 


DUiarOmMon. 




March 6, 1777. 


Jamee Clay, Amos Ikthcrtaoa, bmith. 



764 BiBiOBT or BAsmor tebmoot. 



Dftia of Oonunladoa. 




VBfaraii7l6,lt8a 






X>«t« of CommiMioa. 




April 1, 17«a 


IhomM Ohandlar, Jmifik 3M, Saaniel VciBtak 

TbomM Ohaodler, Joseph Lord, Samoel Wells. 

ThooiM OhMMUeri JtoMph Lord, SmbiwI W«U% Ncah fiefain. 

BslilUi Itteb, J<te SMtai^ Jiaat Ohv; 


AflnRAST JUBHUMI Off IIIWMIOH OOUKt QV 00111101 lUAA 


Date of OomialaatoiL 




Aiigni 18^ ma 


Oliver TVillard, John Arms, James Rogers, Zedekiab 8tooe, 
£ei\jamia BeUow% Thomaa Chanrtlgr Jr., John Chandler. 

Oliver Willard, Thomas Chandler Jr^ John Chandler, Samoel 
Steven^ KatbanStoiM^ WiUUwi Willaid, Tboam WriilgiMa, 

Jamee Rogers, Nathan Stone, Wniiam Willard, St^pfeMi QlWfr 




Date of Oommlnlon. 




* At thlB time Btoh* 
and Bob«rtTst«aand < 
of«lUMrlionli^Tat« 


Charles Phelps, jRmf-n Clay, Eleazcr Patterson, Hittci«b Gfoa^ 

Simon Stevens, Kiijaii Proutj, Michftpl Gilson.* 

rd MorrtowttGliMJastloeof UieSiuf«me«nt(i#t)Mft«ti«rH«irT«ik, 
f obn SloiS Bebttt ww j)m<h< Jaiist af sams watt ThapHMM 
K «r Habwl lias BMaaHtj to ftcBK a aanit «r<^ aad TinttMr, ata. 
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On the aOth of January, 176fi, n few months previous to tho establishment of Gam" 
berlaud county, the following persons were appointed justices of the peace for the 
whole of thib New Hampshire Granta at thai time indoded within tiie Umifci of 
Atbaay ooon^, wbt^i^Thaam Chimdlwr, WOliam OfBilHid, Jowph Lnrd, laaao 

ilan, Robert Harpur, JaO0i» Bayley, Siimuel Wolla, Nathan Stone, Oliver TVillard, 
Jolin Arms, Jnmes Rogers, Benjamin Whiting, John Chandler, Eenjamin Bellows 
Jr., John Griffltha, Thomas Morrison, Samuel RobiDaOQ, Qeturge PalmfiT, John 
StoughtOD, John Wattaoa, Alexaodor MacNachten. 



Ji^y 16, 1766b 



April 7, 17681 



April H I'llS. 



Thomas Chandler, Joseph Lord, Samuel Wells, Oliver WiUard, 
John Araii^ James Sogers, ZeMdali Btooe, Benjamin Bel- 
lows, Thomas Chandler Jr., John Chandler, WillLam Willard 
JobnQhttTcbi Thomae Bridgmao, Am^wmiti ^ Israel Ourtia. 

Thomas Chandler, Joseph Lord, Samnel Wells, Olirer WiUard, 

Thomas Chandlpr Jr, John Chnndler, Samuel Stpvpns 
Nathan Stooe^ William Wiiiard, Thomas £ridgmau, iiiidad 
Androes, JmmA Omtis, Henry WeQs, Simon " 



Thomas Chandler, Joseph Lord, Semnel W ella^ If oah Sabin, 
Junes Rogenv Kalhan Stone, WflUam Wmartl, Stephen 
Grcrnleaf; Thomas Chanfllpr Jr., Benjamin Butterflokl Bildad 
Androes, Israel Our tis, S imon Steven^ Zadock Wrurht, Samuel 
mobols^ WaHsm Wimsmi^ John Bridgmau, fiwld Jot, 
Ephmim Ranney, Oliver Lovell, John Bonon, JoilSthailBiir^ 
Lnke Enowlton, Jdin Windiester Dana* 

Charles Phelps, James Clay, Eleazer Patterson, Ililkiah Onmt, 
Simon Stevens, Elijah Prouty, Michaol Gilsoo, Samnel Bixby, 
Daniel Shepardson, Hezekiah Stowell, Bethnel Church, John 
Biuuwl, KtJSam Vm, Jossph Winofaeslsr, BsnM KslhuL 



OOWXT 



"DlAe of ComrnlsaJon. 




Jolj 16k IfOft* 
April 7, 176a 
Februaiy 30^ 1773. 
ICsnh7,1774 

Angnst 18, 1778. 


John Ohsndkr. 
John Chsndlsr. 

Ckean Brush, vice John Chandler, removed. 
SmuihI Qiia^ sias Oiwik Bniri^ veri^pisd. 
Micah Townsend. 
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iwf 19, 17M. 




Mardi 31, 17(8. 


John Armifj tj^poiiitod Sot ft^htftgn iiid ft iitlf nifffltht 






Apni 17, 1770. 


Dimii 1 u hi]>p^u i appumUiU iur uuex|urud term. 




* 1 'YWT"L * ^ — 


Cmmmp i%mk 




Ootob«r % IVI% 




Ootomr 1, 1978^ 


WlUkai Pitmoo. 




WIUMB irmmwOOm 


jQitr 10^ UMi^ 










tiiuMOB Edwank. 






February 18, 178a 


Simemi Bdwtida. 






« Ha «M ihMtfr on th« loth of Jolj, 1T71V b«l 1k« dato of bto tppolitaMt Is not known. 







Julj 16, 176e» 
Marali SI, n«L 
April 14, 1772. 
jAi^Qii 18, 199& J 


Thomaa GhMidier. 

Crean Bruah. 
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July 16, 1766. 
April T, lIBa 
AiigQSll8» im 

Kbranyie^noo. 


Timothy Oloott 

Timothy OlocA^ Samufil Taylor. 
Ibnothj Oloo(% Amot Tote. 

Samud Warriner, OliTer Kidder. 
StmMT'WiHriiMri OlhwKIUv. 




Date of CouuDialoB. 




]|«nhSl»lt6& 

April 26, mo. 


Mioah Townaend. 
CSuKlai Iki^Mk 

„ 



ami oomuL emRAz. AaBiiiBLTorjBW tobk 



t 

CommcaMOMnt of Beuloa. 




Juiuty 9^ ITVS. 

Janoaiy 6, 1774. 
JTainiaiy IIF, 


SwiHiill W^bIIi, OWBI MVHL 

Samoel Weli^ Crean Brush. 
SamiuIWeQi^ Qroan BMb 


mpQIiB n ZBB jnw tore; pitonyciAL cokgress, A!a) coxvmol ov sd bazb 

OF NEW YORK, ELEOTSD BT THK PBOPL& 










UaySS^ltlA^ 
November 14, ITVfc 
May 14, Ifte. 

July 'j, 177G. 


XdIul HbmIAIba. PImI Ammmmml ^BIIILMBk. flViUlaM^ 

VvMBr Aflfl^^^nm^ WB fv^^^O^^Vf ^V^^^^^HV W^l^^H^H^r 

WSiam WUliami^ Pad Spoonar. 
wailittinilMri; JcHfih liink 

Joseph Marsb., Simon Stevcn.'j^ Jo!m Scssicmft 
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OP laoDiBLT or na Rin or aitr YOK BflOBD sr in noRB. 



OommMoemeot of 8«mIob. 


ujjam. 


Aqgart 19, 
JinuM7 21, 1784. 


BDcNiali B^Tt Mn giiwinnii lOoahTmnnd. 

Joel Bigelow, Biyali Ftootr, WBlkm Sbattaak: 



aiUijiTOB Ur THE VKW TQSLS. Lmii^tUH^ 



GLOUCESTER C50UNTY. 
CTFIL OFFICERS. 

DEDIMUS POTZSTATKM COi! bOSSIONEfi^ TO ADMIXISTEB OATHS OF OFTICZ. 







liweh 17, ITta 
April 10, im 
IQj 18, ITtf . 


JohB TqiUn, Stmnal Slaepa^ IlwnMflaiUMr, Jte Pom 

Jacob Bajlej, John rctera. 


ff>*""if " TO UUUTJ TBI FBOPUfT OV fBttB WHO HAD JOOBD tBB lUllI* 


Dtto of OammlMloB. 






TMv (MpoI^ JMOib Sfiu^ IM BmttlL 


aoMHiOf nomoftoomvotooiimi natfL 






Mwoh 17, im 
AvrilVlyim 

October 26, 1774. 


J<^U1 Iaplill| 8fl»y«;^fl SlMpOr, TKmrn— pnmn<if- 

Jobn TtfXta, Jsoob Biyiy,l!hflBwfliimiMr 

John Peters. 
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ASSISTANT JUSTICES OF IKFEBIOB OOCST OF COMUOX PLEAS. 



Pate of OwimiMoii. 


1 


March 17, 1710. 
April 10, im. 


James Pennock, larael Smith, Ahner fowler, John Feten. 
JaniM FMMde, Jaoob Kent) John Hateh, Joel ICanih. 


jranOB OP THB PBACIL 






MiRiii It, ItTOL 
April 10, vn% 
Oolober 26^ 1714. 


John Taplin, Samuel Sleeper, Thomea Snnmer, James Peonodc, 
Israel Smith, Abner Fowler, Jolin Petem^ Thtmiss Chamber* 
lain, Jonathan Sumner. 

John Taplin, Jacob Bayley, Thomas Bomner, Jam<>s Pennock, 
Jacob Kent, John HjUoIi, Joi-l Nfui^h, ThODiaa Chamberlain, 
Benjamin Whitcomu, Samuel iiuie. 

JohnFeten. 


oooihnr i*-*^*'^ 


D*toorOoiiimM<W. 




March 17, 1770. 
Mwoh fi, 1T73. 

Jane 80, 1774. 


John Feten). 
John Peten. 

John Lawrence, i^ice John Peters. 


SI{£Rirf& 


QntA of ConuniMiMi. 


Iff f^Tt 


Marcli 17, 1770. 
Oeloba: 6^ 1771. 

Maj 6, 1777. 


John Taplin Jr. 
John lipliD Jr. 

Nathaniel li«RQL 



49 
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1 1 




•Xovember 11,1772.^ 












D»to qf Cotnintariiow 


KAMZ. 


Janouy SO, ITTft. 


Jfilin lAimnotb 



rBFCTT ni m mf lou piofiiciuii oorosml 



CnntmenoemeDt of SeuioQ. 




May 23, ItTS. 


Jacob Bftjtof .* 


• 


G<;iicral did not take his soat. 


CUlfBBBLi 


kSD AKB 0IX)nCB8TBR OOUNllEd 



mUTABT OFFECEB8. 

TBI feooids ralatiTtt to llie mOilaiy ^ppoiiktiMDla in ConbailHid iod Oboofliltr 

oonnties, are yeiy imperfect. The ntatsoMiiti whiA follow have been oorapiled 
from various nnnTf<-» In May, 1775, an attempt was made by the New York Pro- 
vincial Conjrress, to tistablish a militfiTT or^ranization on the New Hampshire 
GmuUi, aud, on the 31 at of that uiouth, the cuauuiitsion of brigadier-general of a 
brigade which It wu intended ahonld oonpriM the militia of ODntbcAuod, Gfao- 
emtar, and Chariotte ootmtiefl, was offered to OoL James Rogers of Kent, now 
Londonderry, and was by him refused. In June, 1775, Major William Tniliama, 
Major Bonjainin Wait, an l Paptain .Toab Hoiainglon offered their aerriws ?o the 
New York ProTinrial ( oiiKres?, respef^vely, colonel. lieutenatit-<X)lonel. and 
major of a r^uueiit of niiUtia. About the same period, a design was eut^rlaint^ of 
flraatfaig two regfaoenti In OamherlaDd countj, one of whtdi wta to be oalled the 
lowcrregiment, oad the oilier the upper reghnent On the IStii of Aiigiiel; Uti, 
at Springfield, Simon Stevens, Joseph Marsh, and Benjamin Wait, ai^>eiided their 
namr>«», fipli! nffTr-fp*, to the followinpf " tme list of tlie oflReers in the Upper rsgi- 
ment in Cumberland county, choeen by their reepective companiea" 
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TewBiL 




XjMil«aMiti. 




Windsor • . 

Springfield . 

Chester 

Weatheretield 

Woodstock . 

Hartford 

Hertford 

OvramlUh 


• • • 

Abner Blabee. 

George Earl. 
Hilkiah Grout 
Joab lloi.singtou. 
r el Margh. 
Timothy Lua 
OUver Udall. 
John Co&eiQ. 


William Cooper. 
Timothy Spencer. 
Jonathan Tarbell. 
iBracl Burlingame. 
Benjaiuiu Emmons. 
Benjatnin Wright. 
Aaron Willard. 
Joha Perin. 
ThoouM Gilbal 


Ebeneser Curtia. 
Nafhaidel Weston. 
Amos Gile. 
Oliver Kidder. 
Wiiluun Powers. 
Alexander Brink. 
Asa Taylor. 
Zebulon Lyoo. 
Phinehat iLimbalL 



On tbo SM ot Aqgnst, 1715, the Now York Provincial Gongreas voted that the 

mHitia of the counties of Charlotte, CumborhitKl, and Gloucester phonlfl hf> fl>rnied 
into one brigade. On tho 'ilst of November following, tbo field oiVu vrs I *r fli(3 
lower and upper regimuuts, uud for a regimeiiL ud umiuio-mcu, were xiouuimiuu at & 
ooamitioii offopwwontiitivw Utom tbe towm in OttnMand ooon^, Md at Wett- 
minater. On the 4ili of Jannaix, 1176, during tha laoaaa of tbo IStm Tock Flo- 
vincial Congress, the oonunittee of safety for that colony confirmed the nominations 
of the officers for the upper regiment and the regiment of minaie-men, but refused 
to nci upon tiie aominatiooa of the otlicera for the lower regiment, on account of the 
poliiioal character of some of those whose names were presented. llio:je u> whom 
ooDunMana were given, wen, ftr the 



OokHML 


Llflat.-OoIeBsL 


fllBt1L||«B. 


Bsssadl^or. 






JoMph Marsh. 


JohaBamtt 


HUklabGfovt 


y>d¥itthswt 


Tin. Bptaesr. 




BmiMENT OF Munrrn mkx. 


Ookad. 


Lient.'OoloiML 




BMoadM^. 


A^lotaat 




JsabHoWagton 


BethBaalfh. 


loiSfhljrlM; 




TtaB.nd|Mi 


■ttaBMrisf. 



On the lat of February, 1776, the following ofHcors for the lower regiment were 
Doiniuated a convention held at Westminster. Th^ nominatiouB were coniinned 
on the lat of March fUlowiag, by the New York Proviiuaal Copgrefis. 



OttoaaL 


14: fToleinl 










WakWIDlaxas 


B«sJ.Oarpent0r 


OttTtrLovalL 


Ab^ahLoT^ojr 


SMDlMlaattJr. 


BamlFlttcliar 
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773 RIBTOBT 09 UmMI VSBMQRT. 

On the 6th of February, 1770, in a Vtter dat«d at Guilford, Benjamin Carpenter 
chairman of the committee of salltj for Cumberland County, coiinuuriicated to the 
Kew York Pruviucial Congresei, thu annexed list ot militia officers, cboaea in the dif- 
ftrmt towns oompnaed witLin the loww regiment The nominalions were god- 
flnnod OD IhB lit of MBqIl 



T»vna 




Firet Lleut«Dant«. 


SeeondLfoattk 


Eadgaik 


Palham 

Wt-stmlnjiter . 
Putney . 
Halite . . 


Strph. ghepf dt— 
Johat«inaDt 

JoBatkaoiCnlght 
.T«>hn Avj'rlll 
AbUaii Moor* 
DtflalBlek 


DavMBtowall 
Ottvar Oooka 
Joflah Bogrdan 
•l»bn fmy 
Iteatel ^ewalt 
Bei^laffllii Banx* 


TlBOllV' Boot 
TtaBOtlfr Ohnreh 
DanM Katbaii 
Aavlah Wrifcht 


DilUnct^iOolaiton 
Joha AlaxaB4« 
8hep«rd OalM 
WitlkMBOraak 
Jvplualm Pl««o 
■OIIOM mmi 



On the 22d of Maj, 1770, aC a conventioo caUed for the oommittMl of aafistj «f 
tlw uoquUm of Ouuibflvlnrfi CMMWMlWf Mid ISmiIsII^ jbA luld >t wmtaiit JMOb 
Bi^ejr, of Newfoory, frw dMsen brigadlor gwwwi, Md Mmb 8l«»«% kiipte' 

major of the brigado corapriang those three coantie^. 

For the pur]>o«o r>f afTording protection ft^rainst tho savapof, the New Yc^rk Coo- 
Tention determined, on the 23d of July, 1776, to establish rangiog oompanieH in the 
more exposed oonniise of the stiite. OnanlMfliMl aad CHo pc eit or eoumiei w«n 

ington was appomted nuyor of the raogen in the two oountiea. Qi Hm Ml of Aih 
gust, 1776, the committees of pafoty P^r Cumberland and CJloncoster counties met at 
"Windflor. and uominatt'd the otlicers for the four companies into which the rangers* 
ware to be £omied. JLIW oonaiderable delay, the uomioatioas, with a few excep- 
Ikma, wore cnwftnmiid bj tke New T«k Ooofvntian. Ownmtwhm w«re granted 
to the ftUowiog olBcen oa the lOth of October, 1170^ end on the ttSd of the him 
month "tti^ nwo iwmi to tte flMiftil diiohM)ge*ef 4litir'4sliMk 

OOMPAKISS or TI» BANOIBSi 



O^ldML FtntUeotoMMtib 




Beqjainln Wait, 1 Elidw Hftwlej, 

John Strong, . Eldad Bentoo, 
Joseph Hate^i, ' i Simon 8tev«M^ 
Abuer Seelye.* ' Benjamin Whitnej; 

* Sceljre resigned hU oommiMioB oa ttM ttd Of Deoeaiber, Iffi 


Zebnlon Lyon, 

John Barnes, ] 
Amos Cbainberlain, 
Jeliiel Robbioa. 



Meentime the ^brigade comprising fhi fieorttai of 0l « BbwHiid, <H owei t ai , lal 
Gbariotte was dirlded. The militieof the two fixmer conntieo were formed fartoooe 

br^ade ; the militia of the latter into another. The command of the Cumberland 
and Gloucester hrignd" wa.'^ ^rivon to Brip-ndier-Gencnd J«oobfie7)Cf,«lldtoBl%id0 
Major Simon Stevens, on ttio Ift of Aupist, 1776. 

The militia of Cumberland county were subsequently divided by the Legislature 
of New York into the Barflwrn legimeot and tlio aoH fe em regiment Hie lAoini 
of tiie Boutbem regimen^ who noeind thoir luiiihiMuh Iphi ike OtauB «I 
Appohmneat of thet etato^ the IMb of Augnat, ITIS, vara as fcUm:— > 
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SOUniERX EEaiVBKT. 



! Colonel. 

1 


Lleat'Colonel. 




^ AdjutuiiL 

i 


(iuftrtf rmn»t-r 


1 Kleazer Pattonon 


John Sergeant 




i 

jHenry fibarborne 


Uiebard Front/ 



The oompoaiee Which were eetabliahed in this regiment ara namad in the annexed 

0OMPANU8 IK TH£ SOUTIISBX ftfiOUUOrL 



Towns. 


CaptiJna. 


First Lleut«nRnt«i. 


RecoiKi Lleuu«. 


Enaigna. 


Hlnadida . . 

Outlford . 

HttIlf»5C 

Bmttlft Mr,, 
FulhaiTi . 
Putney 

WesHnl aster . 


Reuben Field 
Am U1c« 
John Pannel 
Tlmotliy ( liurch 
Jo»iiib Allt n 
Lucas Wll»oDt 
Michael Qilaoa 
H<iMa Wrights 


Timothy Root 
PelBlUh Fitch Jr. 

•Iiiiiu's lllakfilfO 
I)jllll<-| Kj»tli;Hl 

Daniel t ii-litii<: 
Michael Giloon 
bMCKMd* 


JoaaKhAi dmeh 

Jamea Clar Jr. 
Epbraim Uaoaejr 


Wclphtatill Orvla 
Mlcab Rice 
Jooeph Stewart Jr. 
BamucI Root 
Shcpard Gates 
Natluuiiel Lord 
Bei^^ Whitoey 
Aabnr Braoi* 


ThoBO uttlcers desigimtcU by a *, wero appointed on tho 34tb uf October, 
^mt ofDcer dcsignntcd by a f, was appointed on the 19th of October, Wi9, The 
remafaider were appointed on tlw 18th of Angnet, 1718. On the 19th of Oetobert 

1779, Jaraos Clay Jr., and Daniel Gushing exchanged places in tho Putney CSompuj. 
The companiee which wcro formed in the northern re^'meiit were theae:— 

COMPANIEg IN TUS XOBTHiSaN BMGlUXSt. 


T0WM» 




Ftnt Lientautnta. 


BeoonlLlentai 




Weathersfleld . 
SprlngHold 


Kllphalet Spafford 
jAbner Bl«b«e 


Oliver KtiUer 
John Blsbee 


• • • 

• • • 

• • • 


Joseph Doaglaaa 
Taylor Spencer 



The officers of the Wtatht rsfioh! Cooipauy were appointed on tho24th of .October, 
1778. Thoae of the .^p-^iMv^fit-kl wnipany on the 2nth of ( )ctol>er. 1119. 

On the 5ih of June aud liio 24iU ul July, the IbUowitig {KiniouM were dioeea 
officers <^ the 

BOOTBIBV BKmoniT. 



Lt*CoLComiii*d't 


FlntMigor. 


Beooiid li%)or. 




Qwionnmttir. 


Tlmollij Omueh 


WltttemSlMMaflk 




JoelBlgelow 


EliahaPlarM , 



On the Mth of July, 17 82, tha Allowing offloeia were oboMn to the command of tba 

OOKPllRIB Df TBB BODTmaUl BMUMm 



TdWMi 




yintUealwaaia. 


BewMrilLleula 




Brattleborouffh : 
South Comp'y 
North Comp'y 
Guilford: 

Klri(t Comp'y 
1 Becond C^mp. 

Third Comp> 
\ Halifax . 
1 


Artemaa How 
KtebwidPmi^ 

.Ici-t^jih P«ck 
Diiaifl A'^hrraft 
Joseph Klliiitt 
Thomas Baker 


Reuben Cbarcb 
jreba Ateaaader 

Williiwii ■\Vlii',. 
.T)\«. Vmlswnrtli Jr. 
KIIsLh Ttoot 
laaac Orr 


Isaac Crosby 

VlllBOla PltNll^ 

Israel Bnlloolc 
Hi nifiii ( utbcth 

Ifjiac Well 1 

Daniel itooaldMn 


Btttberfbrd Hp^TS 
(|«Bil^ Alwrader 

JosTnia NuT»« 
Haniuel Htiifford 
Siinf-n Fi-rrel 
David Lamb 
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Abenaqal, or Ab«naqnit Indiuu, 90^ &35. 

Ab«n»(iuies of BekHni^ur, &&. 

Adultery, panUbmoiit uf, /Itli^ 

Alx la CtMp«lle, pesce of. SL 

Albany, 818 ; treaty at, ooonty town for 
the >e«r liampanlre 0rarit5, 180; design of 
the British Uke. 808. 

Albany c<>antr, 'i7\ -191, 809, 876; ln«lad«M the 
New Uampshlre Grantv iffl. 181. 684. Tgl 
76a : attempt* to divide, 182— 1«A . Ita diiTT^ 
mlted eiteDt, 186; fair* lii. 1»8 : dbturbanc^^a 
In, 287 : expt>swd to attack, •204; orders to 
the nillltia i.f. 8.Hfl; act rvUttnK to. Sii 

Aleerlne CapUr«s 718, Hi; extract from, 715— 

Al^o^kioa, fiS. 

Andorer, HI; wb«ii obartared and MtUed, 121 
— 1«8, 

Arlin^on, 489; conaultation at, 888; report 

coocemlns. 481 ; Council me«t at, 49^ i6tL 
Arrest of a dead body, 
Araon, 

AMbUtit, 57.'>, 678. 677; ofBc« of an, 512. 
Atb«l^^ an alarm at. 8»6, 897, 89^, ilL 
Attorn«:y-at- law, oath required of an, &iL 

Balnbrldge, graated to the sufferers by Tor- 

mnnt. Mfii &4L 
Ballot-bo«, prot««tion of, 671^ fill 
Barnard, inoursion at, 8!^; fort at, 8f^; rioters 

from. .^>4j^ A'<y Bernard. 
Barm^r Island. GtL 
Ik-ar siory, m IM. 

UellowH FalliMiithlngat, 101 ; Indian seulptnres 

at, ft87— OW. 

DennlnKton, 225. 4^ l^fi. MS, MT, BjVl^ y>q. .Vt^. 
8«1, "("H; when chartorcdTMJ "mob," 
24<>. C*!" : quarrels Incited bv the people of, 
il^l ; battle of, 8<l8, 8r4, 441. *^ hf>L ML 
729; first smsIod of the court at, 826; troops 
c^ilTect at 440i Jail «t, ili iis. 495, 49;^^ .VKt. 
MO; letters written at, 4tf_|, 495. i&i; troops 
f^om, 514; conrentlon at, 5*i2, fifii 

BennlnKton county, 8, 484; order to tbemllltla 
of. 8:^9 : nubdlrlalon of. 4<>3; troops assemble 
from, 44ii; sheriff of. 4^ 

R«rk»hirt> county. af*l«tarice fh)m, 854. 

Bernanl, when chartered, lilL iSittM a* Bar- 
nard, 

Bemardston, de«th of a eitUen of, 098—681. 
Bettlalitv, ^ 

Bethel, incnralon at, 88S; fort at, 89S, 888, 884; 
an attack anticipated at, 41L 

Blaspiieiny, 574. 

Button, restraint on the people of, 215; Inci- 
dents connected with the siege of, dlO— fl35. 

Block -housei, how built, iSL 

Bradford, when chartered, 1^ 1S4; early set- 
tlement at, IW^ 140. 



Branding, 841. 840. 574. 5TS. ftlfl. 

Brattleboronnh, 849, 861, 87.% 87«, 897, 421, 4ST, 
484, 4;K fyiS, 674, 7iil, 7(>2, 7(>4, 718: when 
cE^tered, 1 1 >4.~IT15. "F>8 : granlsTn,"!!!; road 
to Chester from, 177 ; road throuph, 194; 
county e<immlttee meet at, ils, 294 — 297, 
7»): friendly to New York, 29L 292, 2l>i: 
eommlttee of, 296, 822.8^ 461. 411 ; meeting 
of those friendly to Nt-w York, at, 8'r9, 311 
—814, 885. 84<t, 869, 87o, 878, M; 
town meeting at, 810, 819, 419 ; sentiments 
preralcnt In. 825, 428, 756; arrests In, 889, 
4^ 122: repre!*entallon"7n>m, 416, 41L '^s ; 
convention at, mlUtln of."g8. 4,Vi, 475. 
772. HE; cominotn)n at, 410, 444, 4JJS, 45S, 
016 : quarters of Vermont otflcers at, .^10; 
attack on the tnn at, 511 : Vermont troops 
a«»emblo at, 014. 515; paraon of citizens of, 
f»Hrt: Indian ln!»crlptlons at, 0''9— 091; epi- 
taphs at, 711, 725 ; census of^ 14^ 

Bribery denounced, a71. 57'2. 

Brld^rrnan's Fort, 2fi ; Incursion near. 8S; bnrned 
b^^ the Indlan^ ^ disastroos affair at, 7^ 

British in Canada, negotiations with, 880, 881, 
♦w. 412—414, 416. 419. 421. 422, 461. 464. 4T9. 

As5. .Vi-S. 5<'>8. 720. 72L 
Brooklinu. Incident at, 896—899. 
Banker Hill, &LL 
Burglary, punishment of, 075. OIA. 
Barial, a Mrunge, 5^8, tiM. 
Burk's Oarrl!»<in, SL 
Burning of Uoyalton, 888—895. 
Barylng-groand at Westminster, 214, 215. 

Caledonia coanty, (L 

Cape Breton war, 23. W, M, 84. 

Capital offencoN 574, 576. 

Cattle, m izure and f^lo of, 856—808. 

Cauciu, c:ill for a. 599. 

Oaughnawnjra, Indians at, ^ 9^ 678, 787; cap- 
tives at, 891. 

Cavendish, when chartered, 190' Ineidents 
connected with the settlement of, 121 ; mlll- 
tU of, 

Charle^town, origin of the name of, 88j fort 
at, «L ft^; forces at, 81 ; Incidents at, 83, 9L 
92; attach on, 55^^ sT^aa; meeting at, ^ 
.VwmSer Four. 

Chariotte county, 2:rr. 265, 275. 2^. 984. 988l 
290, 29L 2?2. 299.^1!. 8<i|5» 8<»9, 876; mi- 
litia of, 249. 250, 2.M. 2:>.\ AVi, Wi, 77^ 
771. "72 ; atlvice to, 2.Vj ; exposed t« attack, 
Wf \ act relating to, 528; divlaluu ot, ^ 
Bfifi. 

Chenango county, 546, .M7. 
Cheohlre count V, tiL 4U2. JM. 
Chester, 82^. 639, Sil ; when chartered, in», 
W4; selected as a oonnty town, 187^ 142; at- 
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Umpt to oT«niw« tb« eoart it. 1M— 1M; 
tbr«<«u Ui poll duwn the Jail »t, 172; duMrlp- 
tion of ib«' Jail «t, 17a— 1^:2; ntmovd of 
euuntj buildlnK* from, UA^ 1S4; patriotic 
in««t ilii|t» at, 1»7, 804, j|t>«. «Tii fricndhr 
to a new kUte, i<S); town mactlufa at, tea. 
<IKV. : tb^ committer uf, te*?: ctannaa of, 
746: repr««eotatlre from, 7M; inUitia of, 
IIL 

Cblmoef Point, tb« first aattlamttnt In Yer- 

mont voat of the Orven uiountalna, 
Choir, dfKriiition of a. 

I hrlcllanl. ti the Indian*. «>fTorta to. 17. IS, jS. 

i Ivil ot!ii>on. il»t of, 702— ;7U 

CUpit's Hill, dL 

< UrenovTille. JMx liA^ 

Clinton c«)unty. •>^A. 

Clinton tow(i»bip, graota in, 644 — M7, 75T~ 
IftL 

Coffbran*! Fort, A. 

Colden e<>antr pri>r>o««d, 18t. m. 

Colarnbla colle(;«, i4<>- 

ConflMcation. »iT. 8/8. 

Contrreoitlonallfta, dirlMons ainonfr, 21L 

ConK'reiw. r«i>olreti of. HIM. Kmi, 8.VJ, 825, 
864. 8»A «7iL 875, 877. 4'»i\ 41^^ 4ti4. i*5L 
4ftN 4*^ 4>^4IL 11^315^4:^4- 1, 4:;^ 4<1^ 
4>C). 4-xi. 49rt, Mi^ &4:i. .V^. ^i-Z-l, fiftN 
6>«'i. fi^", <>'.«H : t«mporlz(o£ conduct 
887, Mit. aptM>al to. Wl\ 849. Mo. 4<VH. 
685; rciK>rt to, !i.Vs, li:^ action of, dt- 
Dounc«.-a. attemp^^ ti> obtain an opinion 
fnim, 8«7, 4>» .VW^ .'»i5 : liit*TTlew with, 
ft*>l, 676; renionAtraiico ak-ainst th« conduct 
oC i^T the position of. 4J6, 4«L ^ ; 
to, iitl ; artriitnent before a committee of, 
46S. fes") ; Bi-ntlments towards, 4"'': act ad- 
inittinjrVermont into th© Union. :>6H, ftft4 : 
act of, petition to, 6^ 023, Ml '• aoorot 
M««ion of, 72^ lia. 

Connecticut, InBucnco of th>' laws of. on Ycr- 
Diont l«tfhlatlon. 678. 574. luk; lands aasigned 
to, 78^, 'iM. 

Conoptracies, a«ts for tbfl paniabmant o( 488, 

Constitution of Vermont, 808, 820, 829, 8S9; 

ita adoption. 297, .%<v;— 56S; epitome ot,{m 

—672 ; reTl»ed, 102, luS. 
Contraut, I ho first AnuTioan play. ILL Hi 
Coos, Intended wttK-mcnl at, 62^ meaning of, 

&■>.'); county ot .'')>7. 
Coosucks, an Indian tribe, , 
Cornish. not«d for ita white |lint^s, 14fi 
Corporal punishnnent, 841, H4(», 574, 676. 678. 

&t7. 579^ 1121: inHlctlon of, ^ ^ 
ConnciTlor. So4, 5^ bU^ 5hL tili. 
Council of Appointment, 821, 822, 828. 422. 42S, 

4»>, m «7\ fiOT. ILi, 
Council of Censor*. .^2. rrti2. 
Coontcrfoltinir. punMitnent of. 578. 
Coart-h<ius*>. ^ mM. T.>y. XA; ptirmiaaioo to 

bnlld one at Chester, 178; de«cilp!lon of one 

built by Thomas Cliandlcr, 17«>, 1 17 ; d6!>«rii>- 

tion of one at Westminister. 1S4 — Isfi; flant 

and occarr«nc<>s In that at Westwinelcr, 2lS 

—286; at Wlnd!»or.{i!fcL 
Court-houik) HllL, 
i^oort partv. iUi^ 2«2, «3i 
Conrt» of Ja*tice establhibed, 187, 100. 181, ISi. 

19il9fi,5IL 
Creed prescribed. 570. 
Cromwell's Irondldcs, 563; troops. 
Croas of flr«, 222. 

Crown Point, road to, 886; prisoner* taken at, 

667. 

Cumberland countr. 185» 299j 868, 419, 4W; 
origin of name of, 1; boundaries ot 1. 2. 8. 4, 
Bt ^ 195, 5541 charter of, dl^Jillowedrsrul; 
when erected, IHrt. 681, B"'*; provlsloiis of f ln» 
act of incorporation «>f. cliartcr (cranted 
by the Kln« to, 142^ US. liJiDi: records of. 
647; territory north ot, Ibd^ 160^ petiUooa 



oTInhabltanU ot 170, 12L 1T8, 1^ l»i 
181. 90$. 6o6 : census of. KT^ 745 ; repres<>n* 
tatlTM in the New York AsA«mt>lr from, 
mL »«1, 867: laws relaUre to, 186—188, 

528; frienrlly to the cause of the colo- 
nlea, «n>, 2iifL 2(4, 215, 216, 242: appropria- 
tion* for, flijk meeting of oommitt«^ ot, 
248; eongreaa oC 845: del«>Katc« In the New 
York FroTlncUl ConfrreK* from, 246, -JCA^ 264. 
85K. condition of. 247, 2h2, 870, RTl; 

means U> defend, 24 \ 800— -802: power to de- 
Icirates ft-oni, gJL 2.'.«i -»5»i: militia ■ f. 249. 
JfyL2i!6,2M,aiL27r;.8«a8J5. 856, fC.:, 85&, 
872, 878. 877— «7». 42S. TiW. TSTj conv, ntion 
of, 250, 267, ^ ; advicB to. 2^i; loan 
to. ai^icoiniiilitwo nf safety of."85i. 2>.2. 277. 
27i *4, All; ("OpplieB to. '.'tJi. 

i64: rangers for. 2*y>. 1»^6—ix9, 30or7n>cuft- 
■lons relatire to. 27». 294—297 ; rt-i-rt oon- 
cernlng. 271—274; disaffection In. 2<?— 2iSfi, 
846— ai9; measures f«>r the welfare- of, it/$ — 
294: memorials concerning. 806, Sol, 461, 
462: letters to the inhabiunU of; 812— S!^ 
45s ; raconstrueted, 815; Justice In, 817, 818; 
appeal to C<ingres« In behalf otl824: views 
of the cilizenB of; 825. 756. 756; enlarved, 
826. estaten In. confiaoated,nE^S ; miTjda 
ordered to, Hii9 ; |«reparatious to maintain the 
right* of New York in, 8,M ; aire ni from, 8U, 
8^1 ; ititti^-rs from connnittees of, H'H. 8T< 
87C; plan of new lurivllction In. 4<> n < 8t; 
•ubdlTlf^ion of, 41^ 44 >4: 
In. 4jK 481. 50.\ (lO' 



647. 67L 67S 6>v4, ttl»^^695, Toi], "TUi, T?C 



ppointo^ 
888^ 888. («»■ 844, 



r62— 778; report eoiic«mfaig citlxens of, ;a± 
848; lauds grant4<d to citUans oC <Vt4— 647. 
T57— 7«(>; pnK5e« dings In, 720; dirislon oi; 
into districts. 748, 744; sUtement of tiM 
judges of. 746. 747. 
Cunibi-rland, town of, oensoa of, 745. 
Cursing, punishment of, 2IL 

Darthmontb colkge. 826, 889, 698, 6^ GA 

Dawes plat e. 627. 

Deerfleld. tint attack on. ^: second attack on, 
10^59L fate of Inhablunts of, li; iblid 
attack on, Li ; defence at. fiT, lii 

Defumatlon, trial for. 831, 410, ILL 

DefLtnce. Fort, at lUrnard, 888. 

Dighton Rock, f^ss, {ksfi. 

DorMt convention, 229. 264. 288. t89. 292. 88. 

Draper, when chartered, 99; road throofh, 
194; seutlmenU in, 82.\ 756. 

.s<v> WUmiuffton. 

Dresden. 8%5, 

Drunkenness, punishment of, 6Z8. 

Duninier. Fort, li42,6<i52,M.M,G0. fil,62, 
Sa. fiL 7<i, 74, THj sTTyi, 227, ^ 
8"7, 726, rar, HQ: phin of; Hi; sup].lles at, 
17. 26; garri«oned by friendly lndl*n\ 18; 
attac^'Q. Isj fate of a scouting party fVooi, 
19; u»o<l as a truck-house »>, 21^ Gl : garri- 
son at Increased. 23; tr»*aty at. 24, (572, 786— 
78s ; defences of. strengthened. 21; deserted 
by the IndUns, 2Sj dNjtute as to what to- 
remment should mslntnin It, 22-82. TH, »0; 
well-located, f«, 84, lmjK)rtanc« of. 87. ^ 
repaired, ill; encounten* Dear. j8. 45. 47. 4»: 
sermon at, 49; trouble* at, 81, t<2; flrst s«t- 
tlement In the state of Yarmitot at, hiL 

Dummer meadows, Ifi. 

Dumrnerston, 22s, 2^ ; dreumstanc«« con- 
nected with the settlement of, Kifr— 1(>9: ex- 
tracts fn>m the r«»rds of, 200— *I8, ^ I60i 
patriotism of. 2i!0; revolutionary XDeaaatM 
at, 2111—208, ^ 215, 220; patriotic meetiag 
at, 'i'^l. 2l!^ ; race of the people of. 2^4 ; mani- 
fesU) from, 251, 252: drafts in, 878; remon- 
•trance from. 110; the edge of, 445; militia 
ol^ 616; larlaa from. 581 : occurrence at, StL. 
£i«e I'uiAam. 
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Diimin«r«tonlaii, k fiery, ISA. 
Duccbe«4 county. 84 S»; itct rcUtlTe to, IfiS, 
Dotch HooMe, alUck on, flfi. 
Durckinoks' Cvclopttdia of AnMrtcu Litera- 
ture, victract from, 711 — 714 

Enr, panishment of oattlDg off tbe, 846, 6Ti, 

EMtern Union, m 4^8. 408. 404. 41&. 418. 419, 

406. 

Education, provision for, .'iTO. 

Elizabeth, brlk'antlnt'. 618; laden with tbe pro- 
perty of liostDti clllr<*ii». 614 — »>17: cHj>ttjr«>d, 
5lS (519j 0^ Ub«l Jigaliist, 6^ not forfeited, 

England, laws of, ohareh of, 748. 

Epluph, on Jemima Tat«, Ifi: on Caleb How, 
It : on William French, 210 : on Jonathan 
Tute. 7'^ 707 ; on Amos Tute. ""7 ; on 
UoyailTrlcrTTIl: on Itemuul WclU, on 
John Kilburn, 142. 

Eualntlent land». 18, 14, U^fiS; dMeriptJon of; 
lo6— 1»I8, 7!45i 73gr 

Es»ex county, fi. 

Eulogy oo Wasblngtoa, 668— 64S. 

Fair eaptiro, aceoant of tbe. TO, Tjjt T06. 
7<>7. 

Fairiee. 8iS; when chartered, 119, 1|0^ gnmU 
In. 

Fairs, law eetablUhIng, IM^ IM. 

Kali Town «Vore, lu4 

Falmootb. treaty at, M, SLr ^ ' 

Falsu witnem, Si 4. 

Fane, whon chartered, fid. 

Faneoii Hall, IQ& 

Farmer's Weekly Mwenm, a newspaper, 712. 

71H, T14; extract from, W.', 
Far.iham. ftlfi; ^rant in, TtvtT 
FbuiisU'ad, when chartered, log. <Sm CAejter. 
Forfeltnre, ft74, 516, ftTL 5Ii iillL 
Forfery, panisoment for, 576, JsIL 
Fortltied boasea, how built, lA. 
Freedom and Unity, tbe motto of Vermont, 

French war. 81— M. «lfi. m 

Fr<-Ah rlrer, same as the Connecticut, 12S. 

Fii"uds of Liberty. i4i. 

Fnlham, 1*9. 861 ; name how spelled, 106i 108; 
(rmnts in, 141 ; sentiments In. Wt. ; com- 
mittee oC iVU. troubles at, i}86; censoa 
of, 145 ; militia of. Hi 

Oallows. sJtttnr on tbe, 6Z4. 

Gaminir. panMhment of, AIL 

0»rri-M)n life. ftS. 

Oent'eman. tbe title of. i^L ISfi. 

Oloucetter county. 4, 876. 4iK>: boundaries 
of. ^ 6. ^^4. .V»: petition for tbe e«Ubli*h- 
roent ot, 159: formed. Kto. K'll : |»etl(ions of 
citizens of, U|». 17^ ikl : c-nsus of, 1>L ISiS, 
74ft: laws relatlTe to. \^ 5^ ^+4, >%4.^; 
rocfting of committee of, '^48 : dfleirat<' to 
repri'!v>nt. Ml; militia of, 249,2^0, -J.*)!. ^ 
fcVs 2tM, aT\ 4lfcii adrlco to, sun- 

?"1le«~f^r. 2fi4j rangers of. 2TA, 2.4. 
!MW-2S9. 299, onvention of. 267i 2»Wj 

4411. 44>2 : condition of, 2sv. 2:^4, 2<Sj eom- 
mh-'lonets for. t;^; nx-asares for tbe wcllkre 
o(;2Sl>— 292. 8«)9; disiillowed, 810; cItU and 
mlilUry officers In, 7fi8— 778. 
Ooldonstown, IfiL <S>x* RocJcinQham. 
Ooodrich's Uarrison, ILL 
OoTtrnor mountain. 111. 
OoTernor's rittht-v 14'> : meadow, fi8L 
Grafton county, 401^ 4<J2. 
Grafton, town ot, when chartered. 111, 
411. 

Graitt«, tbe abbreviation of New Hampablre 
6rtt)U» 14fi. 162. lOT. 170. 187. 877, 



?«v\ H06, 810, 812, 818, 81.V 880. 821, 
827. 88:.. aM. 861. 864, 870. 871. 874. 875, 
876. «S1. 899. lOL $3i Ml 41iL lliL 41^, 420. 
422. £17, 4^?L 40-', 4«i4, 466. 466, ML 46% 
47l,r!i7,mfi»iS^60U,^674,g^ 

gin: 6>i. tiiiii. LiL 

Great BHtainTliatred to. 196 
Great Falls. Indlnn Inscriptions at, 668~fitl; 
notice oC 670, 67L 6rk Lii 

Great Gun. 87. 47. 4>. Ts. 

Great Meadow, 18, 14, 80. 84, fill ; eettlemeot 

on. il ; garrison at, attacked. 80, 86 ; di'»crlp- 

tlon of fort hU \ appearance of. lu; fort at, 

tunied into a dwelling. ^ feL 
Great river, 126. Sttms a* Cun»*cticut Hv^. 
Grven Mountain Boys. 226, ?M, :W7. 888, 

8W. 858. 868, 497, 067, 604, 7^ oorpa, 

Guildhall, when chartered. IKL 

Guilford. 811, 86L 421, 427. 482. m. 010, a9T. 
674. 6^. 704: wTien "cSartered. jjo. Hlj 
grants in. IIL 171^ U^J militia of, ;iiL ^ 
436. 400. ;m. 7727 TH; committee of. ^ 
817. 822. 885r«.'i5:i>iL 47L 4I»I sentimentsln, 
820. 488, auiL M= 1^ tax ierlcd on citiiens 
of 886; election at. 86S; drafu In. 878; in- 
cident at. 87^; tt«l<iro.v» from. 410; represen- 
tation from, 416, 417, .'»8>S ; town mei-tinx at, 
420. 424. :m : a rej.tibllc, 42fii loyal to New 
York, 424 — ».'6. 4jj^4^<l. 4>o.4^7: pnkceedings 
at, 44i, 44^, 47^j 476j 477^ OtCi, OoT, ; 
rebellion at, 44('>: syiiiimthy for, 4M. ; foray 
at, 4Wj 4^ 45?rr ilbemlitv of the f>eople o'l; 
49<>"r Kater to the citizen.-* oC 0*>t' : tl^ht at, 
aiii — 019; troops statione«l at 02lj 027 ; 
Daniel Splcer killed at, btj— iVU ; pardon 
of citizens of. &3fi; cen>u8 of, 74Jr 

Guilfurdites. 419, 4!^ &il ; their itatriotism, 
24»; their attachment to New York, 888; 
their fear, 444; Allen's pn>clainutiun to 
them, 440i tEeIr arroet, 008, ML 

IL^llfax, 861, 42L 42L 4W, 719^ when char- 
tered, 96, 97j friendly to"N7w York, 2«, 
810; disturUnce at, :<16.444, 44vS. fill ; sen- 
timents in, ;i20, 4^ I0&; committee of, 8tS0, 
461. 411 ; drafts In, 878 ; alarm at, 397 ; town 
meeting at, 420 ; militia ot, 486: suhmLM'ioa 
of the citizens of, 0O8; troopn at, 014, 017; 
census »if, 740; militia of; 772, 778. 

Hardwick, itSN. 

Hartford, 411, 4s6; when chartered, llg; 
rranta In, LU ; favors a s«j>arution from 
Kew York, 876i census ot, U&i mllitta of, 
HL 

Uartland, 6?5. TO9; when chartered, 116; 
rioters f^oia,&ta; tight at. 049, flfiS, 

Harvard college, 091, 706. 
Hatfield atUcked, S, fi. 
Haverhill borne<l, TL 
Hawks's Garrison, SL 
Hazen road. Hi. 
Herkimer countv, 

Herifonl, now Uartland, 828; when settled, 
114. 115: grants in, 141 ; road to Chester 
from, 177: troubles at, 429.480; census ot 
740; militia oi; HL 

Highway robbery, punishment of, BlLL 

Hin, Fort, 27, 68. 

Hinsdale, now Vernon, 811. 861, 420. SnTj fort 
at, Mi when charu«rrd, HiL title 
t<» lands in, 170, ITlj c<.mmitu-« of. 290, 819, 
881, SOIL; legjU investigation iit, «f7r818; 
sentiments In, 83&, 706; cenMis ot, 746; 
militia o( 778. 

Hins4leirs or Hinsdale's Fort, 2L 4^ 40, 02. 58, 
76. 24S. 780; attack on the soldiers of, 77. ?d; 
rangers at. sO, 7iWl. 

Hinstlell s mill, sl^irmlab at, 86. 

Horse-racing, punishment ot, STL 
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HmdIUI Point, propoMd u » ooantj town, 



IneMt, panUhment nt, &74, 575. 

Indian n«il, 2L *L iL 

Indian Kook at Brattleboronffh, 59fi— Ml. 

IndlanR, M6, §4^ ; treaty with. 24. 544. 67n. 672. 
Tlift— 78S; vohtlirra of, 124, tifi ; incursion ot, 
at Barnard, 3b'i ; attack o(| on Koyalton, 
«S8— «5»ft ; fal»o alarm concern! n(c, Hy«>— ilJ*9; 
di'itrfdations ot 412 : »«'ttlpni«'nU of, SSfr— 
&1X ; pletiir^-wrltlnir of, 5S7— WW. 

lodUBtry, honc-flt* of, .^T^j. 

Iroquois Indians, 6^ 

Jail, drsrriptlon of, at Chester, 17.V- 173, UI ; 

description (if, at Westminster, laS.89S. 
Jamaica, trrant of, M'l. 
Jericho, ^nts In. ML 
John street theatre, 112. 

Kent, census of, I4tL 

Kilbnm's Fort, aocoont of the flgcht at, 74^ liid 
—741. 

Kinptbury county proposed, 132. 
Kinfr>burT. town of, proposed as a eoonty 

town, iai 
Kind's college, 140, 

Klmrtland, a county town, liO: location at, 

Kiuf's Own reriment, filS. 
King William'B war, fH. 

Land Offlce, proceedinea of the e«mmlwlon- 
ers of the New York, .M4— Mft. 757— 7M. 

Lands, method of frrantin^r. I4«', HI. llii 

Lawful) aiithoritr. act to ui»holil, :U.\ 846. 

Lead, its vnlnc. i&L 

Letter, punishment of wearing a, 575. 

Lexingt4>n, battle of, 751. 

Libellons lette^^ 781^ 

Liberty-men, 227. 

LlecniK^ lnw^ m IM, 5IS. BIfi. 

Dst of civil an«rmlUtnry officers, 7«2— 778. 

Londondemr, 249. 770 ; pn>bably the scene 
ofMelvln's fl gRt fiT^ 

Lord's dav, cilwwrvance of, 569. 579, ^Q, 

L4»ya!i>t, AliL ^ 720. 7&1. Gi 

Lucas' It Garrison, fiL 

Lunenbiinfh, 585; settlement at, 12i ; charter 

oc fi57, iaa. 

LyinfT. |>uni«hment oC QZL 

Lyme, kindness of the people of, Sfl^ 

Manchester eonnty rtropo!»ed, UJi 

Mancliestor, town of, report concerning, l&l ; 
convention at, ■V>^ 

Manslaiielitor, piinii«hroent ol^ 574. 

MaqtiA.-> Iniliati5. Ifi. 

MarkeU, law eMahlishlne. 192, 

Marlltorongh, 427, 4Mj ; ronfllci with the In- 
dians at, 45.; wht-n chartered. 97. 679. 8S<> : 
• half shire town, 186j4ivi; Incident* at, 276, 
441 — 44£; nentlment* in, 825, 756; men 
drafteTaU 372, 878; history ot !»5: excite- 
ment at, 897—899; B4»ldler» at. Ji<L 514, JiH; 
raperior court at, 462—455, 492 — J^fiv); 
committee ot 4^ 471 : militia ot 516 ; 

Snlon of citizens ot 58<>: a preacher at, 
1 ; lelU'r fVorn. (Wj early settlers ot728, 
789 ; census ot UK 
Maseesqueec or i^catacook Indians. 1>^.2H. 
Masnaohu.'tetts, northern boundary lino ot 
•ettle<I. 60i claim ot 307. HK>\ adjudica- 
tion on the claim of fiS4rH»J.\ SSSTuvmpathy 
ot 450. 451, 479. &19, NstK 5;^ : correspondence 
wltli. 5n ; Idea of annexing Vermont to, 
flai ; (franU by, 7h5. 78«. 
Ma»sachusett^ Fort, ^-»4, 58, 54, 6L «2, 6«, 

•Ti 70, «!, ElJ fo"""' oITinercaHed, Mi). 
Masaarre at Wej^tmlnster, 809—441. 89S, m, 
410. 609. 685. 6S6, 689, 648, »46. <Hd. 678. 
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!tT^ tig. g&O. 695. 699. 70<. 719. 7t0. 7M. m. 
746— 75& 

MasliriK trees, reserved for the use of the king. 
14.H, 144; malidoos prtjaecutiuD for caUine. 
146— 15K. 

Sleetinir-hooae, description of a, til— tl4 

MIddlebnry college, ^ S£l 
Military ofllcers, li»t i>f. 770— T78. 
Military road acn«iv» Vermont, 91^ 99. 
Militia lawN JCtii, SS3, 42^ 56l. 
Mill priw>n, 4i>i 

Mob. name given to the AmariflAiia, lU. 

Mohawk Indiana, I 

Montiromery county, ttA. 

MontfM-Iler, S^S; Indians encamp near. 890. 

Moort-town or Mor«town, IW, 160. 6t4 

Bradford. 
Morrison's Garrison, 5L 
Mount Independence, camp at, 667. 
Murder, 574. 
Mutilation, 574. 

Nasaan Hall, IQffi. 

Neplsinqnes Indiana, fiA. 

Neutrals, 888 ; number ot 8J5, 726, 7M. 

Newbury. 4U4, 40H.5i!>5; incident* coaaacted 
with the settlement ot 124—186. 666; yro- 
posed as a county town, 132; frrants near, 
141 ; selected as a county town, 161: a mill* 
Ury sUtion. ^ %\> ; shire ot 815, 886; 
plan to attack, 883, 8>4; Indian setUemrBtt 
at. 5'?ft. :*<l. 

New C^mnecticnt, aliat Vermont, SSS, 2SS, 

566. 57:i. 

Newfane, 811. 420; the »up|>osed locmlity of 
Mt lvin s flght, 44; when cluutere»l. 99. IW, 
675; a county town, isC; sentiinrots In, 
S29r766] inlliUa ot 846; false Indian alarm 
at, ^ 807 ; superior court at. ^ 
Incident at, 70)?. 710; census ot 144. 

New Flamsl(«d, now Chester, g^ct. fey. 
689 ; when chartere«l, 1^ ; prvpo»cd as a 
county t»>wn. 1.S2. l-'W. 

Now Hampshtrer?>59, 560, 596; llmiU of in- 
creased, 25- dispute concerning the New 
IlampshireOrants, between New Vt>rk and, 
128. 248; lioundaries ot l2y, 18ii. 41n; Juri^. 
diction on the " Grants," ot HOT union wlik 
Vermont of sixteen towns in, 825, 827 ; ad- 
vice to, 864, 866; diamemberment uf, 402, 
417. 750. IM. 

New Hami«*hire GranK m, 4«s6. 4S7. 679.113. 
722. 72-S 7'^'.*; disputes concrrnins. 12\ &li'. 
640, MMj J^Oi*. 751_; include<l in .Albany 
countv. IMl. Tftt. 765; attempts to dirulc, 
182—184: miliury nnd civil ct>ndition ut 
18,V in«, 77i>: jM^tition of the inhabilanlit ot 
IfiV. 17t> : effectn of the controversy concern- 
ing. 172. 178, 5«. 565; niail through a |K,r- 
Uon"oC IMi |»atriotlsm ot 206: idea ..f 
fomdnK a state In. 244, 254, 240. 2*5, 2®. 
4111 ; alienation ot %<i ; formed into tbe 
•tate of Vermont. 8.v<. 566. 56^ ; mtliUa ot 
ordered to rej>ort, 8o5: protect again»t the 
separation ot 811 — 814 ; resolves *4 Con 
irreM respectinit. 866. 864, 865, 47o, 4li ; afli- 
davlt concerning. 874 ; titles to land on, 4^ 
report relative t«i. 622, 628; early settler on, 
6m; submission ot 611; property owne<l on. 
fl26, &il; surveyor on, 644. .See Grtini*. 

New MHrllK>rouirh, when citartered. 97. SIS. : 
road thn>Hgh. 194. 

New Nctherland, northern limit ot 1^ 

New Stamforil, road through, l'.«4- 

New sUte's men, 810. 878, 588. 

New Taunton or NumlK>r Oiw, now Weatmin- 
ster, terms of the trrant ot 5>^ — 61. 

New York, dispute's conrerninc the New 
Hampshire (ir.intt iK'tween New Hamp- 
shire and. 12S, 129,^; boundaries << 1^ 
661; diallkelo Uie JurisdlcUon ot 816, m 
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•88, 269, 276: ordored to ratee men, asg; 
opinions relatire to a separation fn»m, 815 
— «7S, 845, TBft— T57; all. naUon fW)m,2Hl, 
i&l; enmity between Vermont and, w^*^ 
800,810; denial of the Juri.'Mllctlon of Ver- 
mont bj fViends of 816 — 813; correspond- 
ence oimcemlnK the rights of i£iil>— 825; 

Craeciitlon of the subjects of, 888, 870; de- 
nce t<N 245,854; delegation from, ^49,850, 

858, 85^ 8(», 8H1, 457, ifii ; Mirice to, 
864. 885, 467; election* «f, 368, 3d»; peti- 
tions to th"eLejrislature 376. 415. 41s, MO, 
641, M2, .Vrij 6^ 6<t7, Qssi; dismemberment 
oC 4<A All; dctenni nation of the frlemU of, 
4^; commLviions from, 4&t; con^lltlon of 
the frtends of. 455. Nt6, SoT, 518 ; acts con- 
corninjj the citixcnsof, bifl. M\ tVU. Nt5. M'H. 
644: procee<lln)ip* and acts of tlw I-rf itl.'*l.iture 

oT^i. aea. 4'?i. aa^— 52&. 6%s. 5^4. &5'.>, 

56i). 564, 56A7B74, ; RranU of lan^TloTHo 
•offering cltUcns of, 64"2— M7, 767—760; ad- 
mUsion of Vermont Into the L'nioa favored 
hy, 55:^—564; a4]adloaUon ooncorning. 0&6j 
Coancil, UiL 
New York Committee of Safety, 883. 649. 790. 
749 

Kew Tork Conrentloii, 2^ ^ ^ 
com mission from, 2fifi: proceed] I ncs ot, 2l!» 
— *74, »W— 9»4, 649j JVij^ obn«)xloua letter 
to. 27L 2IS : loan~5v, Si 

New York Council of Safety, 909; lotter o^ 

m 

New York, General Assembly of. repreaenta- 
tiTes In, liK 6«>5, Ifil ; remuneration of 
representatives in, lUii; laat meeting oC 190. 
19*5, 2 It. 23^ 

Newnrrfk I'rovlndal Conicrf**. S^-V %^ 
156, 241. 640, 641, 644, 647, 64*1, TSIT Tj^lL 
no. 7:i.IIji;~Je<eKates In, 84ti.7rr. a5«J.^ 
yvs, 7is, TrtT, IIU; letter to, 26<>. 2»>1 ; name 
ehangvd, 263; extracta fh>m JuurnaU oi^ 864. 
749. 

New York Prorlndal Conrentloo, ML 
649. m 

Ni'sGt-walkinj^ panlshment ol^ 578. 
Northflold, 6L 24^ 670, fill ; settlement at, I; 

depredations at, H,&2; abandoned, liL 
North Haven, first settler ot, 524. 
Norton's Uvern, ^ SSI ; a represenUUon of; 

Norwalk, burning of. ^fi. 

Norwich, 38S, «o2, 7i>:) : first ealled NorwhIch, 
112; settlement ot, 118 ; a ahlre town, 404; 
census oC lift. 

Number One or New Taunton, now Westmin- 
ster, terms of the gr&nt ot, 5s — 61, Lil; list 
<if the ifrantccs or proprleUirs of T-tS. 739. 

Number Two, now U<K:kint:ham, loL 

Number Three, now Walpole, fort at, I4Q. 

Numb^'r Four, now Charlestown, 27. 81, }«, 86, 
48, 45. 4y,^ 52, M, 54, 61, 62, 90^ 21^ 

attack«}<rand valiantly (lefondc^, S^; other 
attocka on, 40, fil 

Oath, reqnlred. ; oonunUalonen to admi- 
nister, . tW, l&L 
Oneida Indiana, fild. 
Oorondax Indians, M. 

Oranze county (N.Y.X 891; exposod to attack, 
804. 

Oranre oonntr (YtX 4^ ^ 148^ Ifil ; boan- 

daries ot, 4(W, 4Q4. 
Order of King In Council, of July 20th, 1T84, 

lis. 122. 180. 145. 146. 169, 170, 171. 191. 201, 

859. 562. 606. 679. 
Orleaiu county, 

Pardon, offers ot, 84Ti 8481 

Paris, peace of^ Mi 

Peacham , 412; incursion at, 40& 40C, 

Pelbam, FMt;88, 40^ fiL 



Pennsylrannia. similaritr between th« eoosti* 

tution of Vennont and that of, fiifiL 
Penobscot Indians, 6± 
Periury, punishment of; fiZ& 
Philip's war, L 8. 

Picture wrltiuff of Indian^ 567— «91 

Plcwacket, fltfht at, {WV 

Pillory, punishment t>f the, 576, 5iS2. fiS& 

Pitt county propij»ed, IJJi 

Plymouth, when charterinl, 118. 

Poetic account of the Weatmlnster Maaaacre, , 

^.U 2. 1.5. 752. 
Polygamy, punishment of, 6Ii. 
Pomfrct,'4li» 4ifi; when chartered, lOT, 114; 

minister at, 699; oensoa oi; 745; mliitla ot 

IIL 
Poor law, 

Population of the New Hampahire Oranta, 

1;<4). 181, Vi4^ 1^ W, IsSj LISl 
Pownal, when chartered, 98: road through, 

Preaenta to the Indiana, 84^ SS> 

Presidential elector, 662. 

Press, ft-eedom of the. filL 

Prolknity, punishment of, 677, 

ProiMMmilon of the gospel, society fbr the, US. 

Pn)tit.t«nt rell>clon. 563. 

Putney. 811, ML 875, 876. 480. 4S6. 677. 693; 
when chartered, 6s, 94, MI ; tncblents con- 
nect«<t with the settlement of, 95. 86, loO, 
lew, 6t>5; jfranU In, 141_i riots at. 17 J, TT5. 
180. fi52 ; an(^r of the pwjnle, "iiL; di.saffec- 
tlon in, 251^ 252; committee of, 2y5, 886, 
859, 695 ; sentlmenU in, 825. 756; rc^uo at, 
884, 886, 840; citizens of; arn-sted, 889; 
election prevented at. 869; drafts In, 878; 
fUse alarm at. 896-^399 ; militia of 515, 778, 
UA; church at,ililil; census of, 745. 

P^^wder, courts of; meaning uf the name, 

Randolph, Indiana encamp in, 888; incursion 
at, 890, 898: 

BauKers, life of, 71—78; esUblished, 264. 26& 
772 : comnruind of; ^ — 8^ coniluct of, 
270, 271x 2>'>6— 2S8 ; report concerning, 278 — 
275 ; tllsaiTection among, 213 ; wages of, paid, 
E2; ordered to march, 2^9, ML 

Rap*". 51^ 

Kuynliam llall, name proposed for Wood- 
stock, 116. 

Kea<iesborouf h, road throngfa, 

Roading, when chartered, 1 13 88S; eomine 
rnorative stones at, G5, 66, MIL 

Ili-i^ulators, 5M. 

Uf li<ion protected, 

ICf.scuo at Putney, 884. 

Rice s Fort, 83, 6^ 78, 34. 

Riots, severe acts to prevent, 840, 841, 814, 
576 

i:..«d laws. 138. 132. 1S9. m, 145. 
Roads from Lake Champlain to ConnectioQt 
river, 81i22,28,82,6L64,76,S3,M.85,91, 

Rockingham, 811, 829, 861, 420, 423^ when 
chartered, ICW, lOL IM; meeting of civil 
ofBoera at. 185 ; settlements at, 17S: efforts 
to make It a county town. 179 : patriotism 
of, 217, 21S. 224. IM; frien.lly to a new sUt«, 
869; commltttioof. 885, 859: disturbance at, 
886; remonstrance fr«»u(, 4"1>. 410; militia 
of, 515. 7M. 778; census of, 745; repreaent*> 
tlves from, 7.%4 ; sentiments In, I&L 

Royal UiVern.^T, 2iL 

Rovalton, a^sH, .W4 ; the attack on and barn- 

Ing of, 8d4— «9eL 

Rutland county, troopa assemble firom, 440, 

^\ 

Rutland, town of; trial at, 889, ISa ; Coandl 
meet at, 627; outbreak at, 561; OsMrd 
Asaembly meet at, 

Byswick, pesos of; t. 
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SahhKth. ob«©rT*nc« of. SW. BT9. B90. 

Baltacih, former name of Plymouth, US. 

San Cuick, attack on. M. 

Part well's Fort, 'l^'Il; Uvem. IM 

Satunlay rvenin^, olt94*rvance ot, fiSfi. 

8cataf<Ktk InfUafiN, IHj lii 

6c«»utlmf ♦'xiK'dlilon.'s mnte« of, Ift^ or- 

panlEt d, iSL ; journal ot, 670, fill 
PculnturfS by the ln»llan<~5<T— 802. 
KiTvlc-o, a rtuni.«bmont, »J2. 841, ftT». 
> Sharon. 888; when chartered. 116; In<ltan In- 

ourHion at, ft^ 887, 89:2 ; censu« ot, Ii& 
Bhay's Kebelllon, ft*), 709, UL 
Bheldon s Fort, ^ (iL 
Bhcritr, law oonoerutng his dntiM, IS2. 
Shirley, F«»rt, 83i 40, 45^ fiL 
S<Klomy, Bli 
Sons ftt Liberty, Ififi. 
SoundinK-board, ac4*<»nnt of a, 212i 
South Carolina, maritime condition ot 468, 

659. 

Sprinfrfleld, 861; when chartered, llfl; difll- 
cultloa of settlincc 117—119 ; early militia 
company in, 1.16 : afrreement sittned at, 'M8 ; 
Sentliiifnt* in, 826, 428, ZQS ; c«»nimittee~»)r 
8R6, 869: town meotintr at, 6SiA\ censos of, 
745: militia of, 771, 77:t 

Sqnakhca^, settlonient at, L 

Stonwix, Kort, ^ 

StoriinK county propo»<»d, 1)<9. 

St. Fram fs Indian*. 44, 6^ 

Stillwater pn>poa<»d as a county town, ISg. 

Btockji, punUhuK-nt of, 577. 67s. 6T9^fiL:iiL 

Stratford, 8«8 : deserters from, JJUi 

Supply bill, «7i 102. 

Swanzev, attack on, L 

Bwino, law to prevent dama^^ by, 198. IftL 

Tannton river, writing rock on, tW9. 
Tavern-haunter, punishment of a, &Ii 
Taverns, courts held at, 196, litfi. 
Taylor's Garrison, SL 
Tender act, 

Theft, punishment of^ QZL 

Thetford, 82^!> ; when chartered, 116; deaerters 

from, 2kl2; a shire-t4>wn, 404, 
Thlrty thousand dollars net ^antlnsr the sum 

of, to New York, f>*>\. 5iM; division of the 

sum of; 5<i6, 6^«, GT^HTU, liii 
Thomllnson, now G rafton, when chartered, 

ILL 

Tlconderojra, SST^ I2t: attack on feared, 476, 
2S5, 5<')7 ; evacuated, i9^ liol, 80s; troops 
march to, 80Q: eventJ* at, 406. 641^ ML 

Timber, law concoming the deotructlon ofL 

Tlnmoath, oonsultatlon nt, fifik 
Tioga county, ML 

Torv, 21tL2lLvls.2m2iLK'^?H«^?I8, 

8tf8, m\ m, ii^j, «>s, m Bai bit; 
^ (V47. 6r4, cyo^ 7(»2, rsTTiSir — 

Townfthend, when chartered, liil ; agreement 
signed at, 2^; militia of; MS,(m ; early in- 
habitanls of, &iu; repre^cnLative from, 642; 
ecnsua of, lifi. 

Treason, punishment ot 878, B74. 

Treaty renewal with theTmllaaa of a, 24, IM 

Trenton, b«ttle of; 80ft. 

Tryon countv. 276, 201; fiilrs In, Iffl; exposed 

situation vt, 2&L 
Tump-line, 4L 

Tnnbriilge, Indian depr«d«tioiU at, 864, 892. 

Tnscarora Indians, &1& 

Ulster coanty, 'JSl ; exposed to attack, iSL 

Unity county, 8. 6. 814 
University of Vermont, 708, MIL 
Utrecht, treaty of; IS. 

Vermont, division Into coontlen of; 1—6; 
early reference to, 6^ flnt settlement In, 16^ 



•econd seti.en)*nt In, 24_; derivation vf the 
principles of the law* .< Iffl. 678, 674; first 
convention within the liinit« o£ opposed to 
Great Britain. 19T— M)0: rurm(<<i iMtvasUt«, 
*^ cimotitnUon of. ?V7, 8it^. 8.*o. 86t9, 
M6—tU'i, Jiii, 7(«; oplnif»n* ctinrernlag.:t»a. 
8fi8, 9K>. 418, Hi, 4M. 471 : enmii v between 
Kcw York and. &4 — 80t\ 8I0 • ailed an 
ideal state, 8?4: union of New Ihimpshire 
towns with, fti6.8iT. Mi. : militia laws 
of; 88-2, 888. 4iM, : laws of. detl. .1. 88S, 
426, 4 Jft : reftisal to serve in the militis ot, 
866. 867; advice to. 866 ; supposed det«nni- 
nation of, 874; nt-ei<U:iiioii> between the 
BritUh ami 8f«t. 8sl, 4<K 41>'-^14, 41j, 419. 
421, 4«i, 46L lilSx i^:*. 6118. 66n T»». ifi; 
expoM<4l sitr.atioii of. ft"--' 8>8 ; union of New 
York towns with. 408, HI: ]>t<>callar atUu- 
Uon of;41i: curKU'TiiiiAtion i>f the reaolvet 
of Decemb. r 6ili. 17'«, by, 47s. 479. 4K1 ; 
power o^iiiil: krutht rtng of the troops oC 
0I6: sentiment* in. 689; land irrantcd to 
the aufferers bv, 642 — 647: a«intidfeion into 
the I'nion of; b63— 1^; divi»i<>n line be- 
tween New York and, 661 ; criminal code 
of. 674— f*<J; Indians of. 586— 80-J. 

Vermont C^iuncll, 814. 816. «K f^rl, ^ 
602. 674. 675. >y-<- dt tormlnatlon of. 8S»; 
measures of, 84lT^^9. ^ U>>, 4.V>. IKk 476, 
47r.. 477. 47\ 4n,\ 4'.tl. 493. 600, STT 5»(2. 611. 
626, 627, M4, 6727^6 ; letur to, iJii ; r*- 
quent to, I6IL 

Vermtmt Council of Hofetr, 2^ C2fi. 62L 

Vermonter^ StO, »ii6, 824, 888, 8K4. 886. 878, 
8n, 415, 41L 4?L 42:?. 4^ 4^^. 440, 44i 444. 
44\ 4^^ 4^1^ AJL 114, 47^, 476, 47i 

TITT 4:^ 4iL 4>-7. 4-1'. .Vk.. Iili!^,^ :M>r s£ 
bllL M4. M5. Mfi; 5TT; 61s, iUL tlk. ^ 
Blii 5ii»^, 68-. 5^ 645. tia8 ; Dumber otaM; 
detemii nation of, 88s. 

Yermont, General Assornbly of. 8<i^. tO0, 81S; 
address to, 811 : llr.«t s«>!«ion of, 814. 816. flSB ; 
act« of. 827. 828. 881. 882. 8^«. 886. 840. 841. 
844. 845. 846. 856. 402, 4o8. 4<t>, AU^ 411, 4»i 
48^ -tK 4iaj. +49, ^ 4^ 4ift:, 4Vr TiiT. 
502. 5-.'.W.-/s, ^ 5^ 5>:4- 6aii. -lifiL ^ 
64v 551. .'Kil .VVt. 5<iL Sfh. 672- OT, 
687. JiClL *>iL 6?^ 7i4. 154, granU 
Cyr86y. 87u; pelilUmn to, iiiL M«i MM, ■%81 
68t), (i.N^: accusation a4;aiti>L 4<11 ; U tter 
front, 4^; resolution.* of. fiiifi. IM ; com- 
mis.>>ionen> ap]Hiinti>d bv, 662 : member* o( 
698, 602, 6^ 642, 697^ 606, TP: 

negofTSTlons with. 

Vermont's Appeal, a pamphlet, ^A; extract 
fh>m, HS<L 

Vernon, diiw.<«trou8 aHWIr at tlie meadow In, 
74—77 ; when chartered, IW^ 102, early 
aettler of, 706. 

Waices and rations of ■oldiers, 88, ^4, ^ 40, fl, 

IL 

Vulr>olt>, patriotism of; 294; me«Un|;at, 
401: iDdiun tight at, 74. 789—742 : epitapk 
at, 742: militia of, 758. 

WantHMTiiuet river, sculpture* on the bank of^ 

5t>&— 59i 

Wa*hlntton county (N. TI.\ 4A4. 

Wa.shington county (N. V ) , 

Wa.>«hlnjrton county ^Vt.), d. 

Wa-Hhinnrttm, town' of, formerly the township 
of Klng!«l.md, ML 

"Weatherrtli-ld, 811. 861. 420, 68T: when char- 
tered, 119: grant* In, I4li a^:T. i im nt sign- 
ed at, 244i; coninilttie <ff,285.8it5,8a»; sen- 
timents In. 825, 756 : supposed itiMTlptioat 
at, ML 692: census of, i46i militia o^ 771, 

m. 

Weddlnpc a cnrloaa, 060. 

Wells river, fort at the month ofc li. 

Westchester countv, 701, log. 

Wealcrn Union, 4^ 415741^, 419. 421. 428. 466. 
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Wwt Palricc, formerly a part of Falrlee, 121L 

WMtminAtcr. 811. »1\ 886. Ml, 875. 876, 89T, 
40S, 420. 4.'a, rt»>4. Oo6, m fifii; teruw of tbo 
Urant of. 5**— 61 ; (i*»«rtt'd, 64; charter ro- 
Dowe<l, tf4 ; Inn at, Ui 2il ; atU-inpts to 
make li n county toirn, 179, 19^ ; Mro of, 
184, 815. 826; court houseTt, 1S5^ 1^ liJ ; 
ro*d« to. IM; nuiicrviiMjrH to inot-t at, 185; 
conventions at. IfiL IM. 2!iL 2i4-2'>>. '249. 
toll. 'iM, "71 ; rpsolvM of convcnilon at. IW, 
«00: nui-siicri' at, •2ii'.>- 241. 8»S. 4^t9. 4lii. 
61 10. 685. (W?, ftti t^46. <)73."ST1 BTs; 
•79. 6:^0, r,95. «W2i 7(>«. 119, 72«i. 7^ 7H4I.H3 
—765 ; olTuiei-UnirR<'U»»" at/^^ll— 'il^Fflrst 
settk'l mlnLtter at, 211. IM; court to tncet 
at, ill; hostile ajw^>liiK« "t, 318— Slil ; 
mllltia (rather at, 2^i4, 'n\ mj account of 
tboM killed at, M7— i«l ; lnH<l.«nt« con- 
nected with the inftMiacre at. 283 — 285 ; re- 
•alta of the masAacre at, 286—341. VA; 
meeting of ooinniltte<'s at 248. S44, ML IS1 
county c«>n|^M at, 345. 346, fiS&; inaiuff.->t4i 
from. '851. ffi2; countv committee of sjifctv 
at, 367—368, 2T7. fflA;' convention ostublLih'- 
ing Vermont m. eU at. «^<8, 385, »i; com- 
mltti'e of. 835. 859 ; \ orkers oonflncd 
at, 899, 44fi. 4M, 4^ Bl»_i trial of Yorkers 
at, 840^^. 819, 5o9i letters written 
from, 845. 719 ; defence* recommended at, 
8&4; UvDeral Assembly meet at, 869 : a 
half-shlre, 404; superior court held at, 411. 
448—153, 4M, 52n. 521. 595 ; militiu of, 1^. 
615. 772. 7T3 ; occurrences at, 47S, IM. ISl 
•xamiiifition at. 5^ strange buriiil at, f>si. 
tM. 687 : curious W4 ddlntt nt, 5S5 ; offlco 
EoTders from, 597. 59^; llvt of the proprie- 
tors of, IfllL 7457iMrcen8U8 of, T45j senU- 
ments in, ISfi, 

West river, sculpture* on the bank of, 588 
6W; notice of, 670. 6IL 

WTHk, 816, 217,2 220. 221 223,2*4,227, 

28a, iiH 685, ^666, 0775-3. ISL 

Whipplnjx i> t«t, punishment at the. 5*^8, 5^8. 

White rialns, incidents at, 701, lilL 

Whitinir, ro.id through, 121 ; mklitiji ot; 84& 

Willard's hill, fiL 

William Henry, Fort, capture oi; SS^a^ 

Williams's Garrison, SL 

Wills, bw regarding the probate ol^ lift 



Wilmington, 458. 4ft4; when chartered, M; 
militia oC M5, 616; census ot, 746; senti- 
ments in, Z56. 

Windham county. 1, 4, 5, 408, 404, 429. 626, IfW ; 
otfloe-holders in, 4<H,4|]57.3ir^4orW2. 675^ 
8W, 708. IflS; court of, 415, 41^^^T pre- 
sentment to the grand Jurors of, 42<"i. 694 ; 
uiilitary brought into requlMtlon In. 489. 44^i, 
<t!2,6nl5ie; condition of. 461. 462, 4ia.5i>5. 
6tt\ 625, 681, .Vi5. MI^ 5iil ; .U-li iriUe from, 
521; charze to the grand Jurors of, 663— 666; 
election In, 750. 

Windsor county, Li, 5. 4f>3. 404 : court house 
for, 684; troops gather in, 651 ; otticers 
602. 

Windsor, town of, 888, 406. 5^ 651,708,754; 
when chartered, 113 114. 146; grnnLs in, 
141 ; not«<l for Its white I)lne^ l4< ; mali- 
cious prosecution airalnst citisens of, for cut- 
ting masting timber, 147 — 158 ; riotoua 
beha%-lor of the oeople of, 161—168; con- > 
duct of people ot, reprobated. 1^ ; road to 
Chester from. lH; conventions at. 256. 267. 
a^Jj^S^IIi; ccmvention at. disapproved ot 
895 — 297 ; constitution of Vermont mlopted 
at, ^808; tlrft ».-^s|on of General Assem- 
bly meet at, 8*>9, 814, 815; General Assem- 
bly meet at, 844, 846. 564, ; proclamation 
dated at, 848; a shire town, 4<M ; condition 
of, 461, 4d3; statement prepared at, 680; 
court house at, 584: dLUurbance at, 648 
651. 725 ; fourth of July at, T18; censiu o^ 
745 ; mllltia of. IIL 

Woodstock, 838 ; when charts* red. 115; rioters 
from, 650; censu.* of, 746; militia ot, 771. 

Worship, right o( ^ 



Yale colleee, 14. 8M, 104 

YorkerN m 852. 884. 842. 848. 841. 848. JW4, 
885. 357. 'X'jH. ^59, Hf'o, :i69. :<7(>. :!71. :^72. 87% 
875, 876, 879, 4K ^21, ±1L ^ -l^. 
439. 440. 444, 44V 44o, 447. 449. 451], Vi£ 452, 
457, ^ 474, 475, 476, AjT, 479. i^L 4sT. 
Tm.ri'ri, .'»04. .V>5. NK "^ M". MT Ml. 
513:515 sit:?'!'*. 520. 521. 52^ EST 57^ 
627, .Vi". 5.sn. 5^-2. &i4, 5A 560, .5OL 6^ 
jBl^ 5^ 751. 756^ numWroZ;835;"ae- 
lenuinatioiToirsSS ; rage of, MSL 



L l y Google 



INDEX OF PERSONS. 



Abbott, Junefl. m 

Abeel, JamM, 8^ 5M. 665, IfiL 

Adams, John, 662^ I&s ; remark ot, 843. 

Adanu, Simeon, 7gS. 

Adaina. TbonuM. gfi. 

Add«r»wanik!t, L 

Addlnt^on. Imao, T9tL 

AdKatc, Matthew. 4l!^ QS4 

Aiken. Kdward, 2d . SiL 

Aiken, Solomon. 

Albe*, Jacob. 7W. 

Alb«'e. John, 7.%8. 

Aldricb. 0«n. Oeoraa, SS, 

Alexander, Aaron, first person bom in Pntnej, 

Alexander, Eb«nezer, 40, 42. 43, 102. 
Alexander. John. 7S, 10i» T4ai TW^ 778, TTSj 

trial and fine of, ^ 
Alexander, Jonathan, 778 
Alexander, Jonathan 759. 
Alexander, Jo*<'j)h, 742. 
Alexander, Philip. rt9, 85, 
AllcD, El>enczer, 5<1^ 

Allen, Kthan. 225. ^ W4. 818, 849, 851, 
858. 8M, 449, 46S, 4M, 4«8. 519, 69«, ft-U, 724, 
ra^LlM; fXtrncl froniTHs wrltliiK's, TTi^TSai; 
ani-cdot«« <>r. 221, fion. (1^- fi.sl ; 

tbreata of, 8*S; leads the Vi-rmonttT* ajfuliist 
the yorker^ 389; ideas entertained of, 840, 
458: a brl^'adicr icencral, 846; ordered to 
oaell an Insarrection, 440; arrest by, 4M 
444; bis terrible proclamation, 440; bis 
boasts. 451 ; oonrersatlon o^ 4S2 ; reToses to 
sabeerlbe a test creod, 570; reward for, 6Q7 ; 
marria(^ and ebildren oi; ffll ; letter trom, 

Allen. Heman, ^ 

Allen, Ira, 518. 561 596; elected state treasurer, 
814; wriu lasaed^, 889; letters fi-ora, 844, 
846; embaMjr of, 4&J; ordered to quell an in- 
surrection, 44Q; sent to make an arrest, 441 
— 448 ; aireat, b^; a commlwioner, ^^; his 
adrice, 686; extracts from his history of 
Vermont, 644. 724, 752; extracts from a 
pamphlet of, I5(L 

Allen, James. 160. 

Allen, Joscpli, Jr., SL 

Allen, Josiah, 778. 

Allen, Newman. 8L 

Allen, Samuel, gfl, 143. 

AlllMn, (V)1. William, MSL 

AlTord, Elijah, 206, 25L 

Alvord. John, 6SfL 

Amea, Lemuel, 

Ames, Lather, 9L 

Amherst, Oen Jeih-eT, ^ 91j 22, 

Amsdan, Tbomaa, 880. 



Amr, Mi cab, 120. 
Anderson, Samoel, 194. 
A^drew^ Rer. E. D.. 70, 95, M. 
Andrews, Edraond, IMT 
Andrews. John 788. 
Andros, Mr., 5g, 

Androe or Androsa, Blldad, 163, 828; ltat«- 

mcnt of. 141 ; a Justlco, 765. 
AndroM, Nttttuiniel. 4<.i. 
Aptborpe. < harle» Ward, 823. 
Archer. Benjamin. (&L 

Arms, John, 1(4. 12^, 748; sheriff. 151. m 154, 

IM; no*t, 2ff; office held by, 7gj71SL 
Arms, John, Jr.. I4S. 

Arms, Joetah, ion-ke«per, 418. 452 ; soene at 
the Inn of. 610. hll ; troops assemble at the 
Inn of, 515^519; peUtlon of; 668. 

Arms, Fhineas. 78. 

Armstrong, Ilezekiah. a captain, Blfi. 

Arnold. Jonathait, 5C2; letter of, 123^ 

Ash, CapL. »<L 

Asbcraft, Dania), 424. 506. ITS; aoconnt oi; SIQ; 
ffrant of lands to, 545. 759. 

Asblor, Benjamin, wife of. SI^ 

AshleV, John, ffli 

Ashley, Joseph, 7.'}9. 143.. 

Ashley. Samael,TT8, 7W, I4S. 

Asplamb^lct, L 

Atlierton, Joseph, L 

Atkinson, Oil. Theodore, 107, 14S 

Atlea, Samuel J., deputed to visit the " Oranta," 
850 ; his interview with Chittenden, 866; re- 
port of. 858, 859. 

Aoatin, Samuel, robbed, SIS^ 616; oerUlleat« 
of, fiil ; petition of 022. 

Arerlll, Anna, flnt ohild born In Weatminttar, 
SL 

Averill, Asa, 61, 68, IC8 ; curious wedding of; 

Averill. John, 61.69.98, 280,789, 758,112. 
Averlll, Thomas, 758~ 

Avery, Mr. , a prisoner, 887. 

Avery, Abraham. 5f}5^ IfiS ; trial of; 63SL 
Avery, Nathan, 486. I5L 
Averv, Oliver, 9S. 

Avery, Samuel. 460, 655. 1«l ; ijrent, 480. 
Ayrea, Capt JobnTbla exploits, dlU, fi22. 

Babcock. Amoa. UBL 

Bacon, Goold, 760. 

Balnbrirtfre. Tom. Wimam, 848, 54L 

Baker, Benjamin. 426^ ; depoeltlon ot, 414. 

Baker, Edward. 19. 

Baker, James. 86. 

Baker, Remember, reward for, SSKL 
Baker, Robert, §5 

Baker, Tbomas, 816, 766, 7M, n& ; mest of 
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; trUI and fine oi; iU, 4&8 ; depoelUon 
of. 459. 1 t— 

Baldriilge, John, 10>. 
B»]dwln, Mr. , m 

Baldwin, ('rrna, his hoaae ud shop entered, 
$i2L ^ t^IS. ; bi« stolen property disoo> 
Tered, 6177114 

Baldwin ^lly, Hfl, 

Balfour. ( apt. . an aide-de-camp, 617. 

Ball. Sha<lrach. a letter carrier, liL 
Ball. Solomon, a letter carrier, 7M1. 
Ballow, Benjamin, IAS. 
Bancker, Fioren, 802. 
Baubtcr. Timothy, i2S. 

Banysr. Ooldsbrow, MS, 0M. 7M, ISi. ezeoQ« 
tor. 

Banrar. William, IfiL 

Barber. Mr. , 

Bard, John. 5«i. 708. 
Bard. Samuel. KLL 
Barnard, Francis. 82. 
Barnard, John, M. 
Barnard, Samnel, 8T0. 
Barnes, John, 772, 
Barnt-y, John, HL 
Barney, Jonathan, M, 788. 
Barnev, Jo^ph, 60. 18i 
Barn\Thoiua\ 
Barret. LctI, HL 

Barrett, John, ni; hia thop robbed, 

Bortliolomew, TlmotbT', 838. 

Bartk'tl. .\aron, UB. 
Bates, Jabi-x. 

Baum. Lieut, -CoL , orders to, 808. 

Baylov. Fphralm. a coroner, HflL 
B.ivle"y. Frye. 124 

BaVlov. Oen. Jacob, 125. lag. VO. tSli. ?g8. 
■2-^:. '22\ '2-i9. '>91. 815, m. 666, QSa ; letters 
otTUL ?s5 299, M^; aselgned of the 
quorum, IM ; chosen a delegate. '247, 770 ; 
a brlgudl-r-jreneral, 266, 77'i ; ordered to 
march. : a patriot, SST; offices held 
by, Jj^ 76i IfflL 

Baylcy. Jo.<hQa, S15l 

B«am«int, John, S& 

Beckley, Kcr. H<j«eaL, 714 ; extract from his 

History of Vennont, 7527 
Bedel, ( ol. J . 366, m 
Beeckman. Jame«. IfiL 
Beeman. John, Sfl. 
Belcher. Gov. Jonathan, U. 807, 730. 
Belden. Joab, 429, 
Beldini;. Aaron, iiS. 
Belknap. 8imeon, 880l 
Bellow;*. \Lt\. , iL 

Bellows. Col. Benjamin, 08, 71 Iffl^ t»J ■ 

Iustice, lia ; patriotic and discreet, 224, 885; 
itters to, 845, MI; braTerj oC ^7 SSl 
offlc«'« held by. 764^ m 
Bellow*, Itov. Henry, D.D , axtract fh>m his 

wrltlnirs. 740—748. 
Bellows. Mary, a widow, ttL « 
B.-mu\ Ednmnd, I5L 

Benedict, Mr. , eaeape of, 887. 

B«ni>dict, Elhha, 34S ; s captain, ML 
Benjamin. John 1S8, 168, 411 : sh«rlfl; 815 ; 

defamation of, 881. 
Benuet, Nathauiel. hIa trial, 411. 
Bon.^>n. Etrbert, t£& ; a oommlseloner. QSfi. 
Bentley. Samuel, liO. 

Benton. Mra. . 93&. 

Benton. Eldad, Hi 
Benton. N.ithanieL Jr., TIQ. 
Blckford. William, 43. 
Blcknal. Amos, 

Biicalow, Joel, 101, 486. ZSS: levy on a cow of, 
425 ; an a<lJuUmt, 481 ; ▼V'lts Gov. Clinton, 
456. 4.^7, 42d ; deposition oi; igA ; office hoid 
5^77557718, 

BI|!«low. Jonathan, IIL 

Bigelow, Josiah, 878, 485, 426 ; trial of, 879. 
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Bigelow or Billow, Jotham, 426, 506, 51fi, 7S§: 

petition ot iol ; letter oC iS^ 
Bigelow or Blglow, WUliam, 111 ; pctittoa «C 

5<>7. 

Billings, Jamea, 42. 

Blllinri. John, maltreatment of, 429, ifisL 

BilK Ueot , 42 

Bisbot?, Abner, US, 119. 771, lUL 
Bisbee, John. IIS. 
Bishop, Eleater. Jr., ggfi. 
Bishop, Sylvester, a siiit>jB* Jtti^ 
Blxby. Samuel 4^5. < ' 

tioe, Zfi& ; letters ot 

mlnation oC 586t 
Blake, Edward, m 
Blake. El^ah, 8sL 
Blaki-slee or Blakalea, JuiM, 

trial of, 848. 844. 
Blanchard, Joseph, 106: flftwiltiwi «C 

i2?,iaL — 

Blanchard. William, 48; c^tlTlty oi^ M 
Blasouel, C iiariei, fil& 
Blood, Peter, 96, 
Bodurtha, Thomaa, Ifi. 
BolUn, WUHam, 12. 

Bolton, John, a wire-puller, 71S; ' J~'*frL 

Bourne, Shearjaahab, 661. 
Bowdoin, OoT. Jamea, 7<H. 
Bowen. BamueL 66. 
Rowlea, Catharine. 761. 
Bowles John. ."ka. 761. 
Bowne, KobiTt. 761. 

B«>yden. Mig. Joeiah, 208. flOl <g|. 810. 51^ 
112 ; wounded. Ml ; liu«r H 

Brackett, Joshua, a Judge, 688. 

Braddock. Oeu. E«lwanC liL 

Bradley, Mosea, fiAL 

Bmdlay, Stephen, notloo of; 6M. 

Bradley. Stephen Bow, 8T8, 4IL tfcL tfl, 
477. 4:s, 504. 506l 668. OS, ^ ; :ui attoraej, 
841, 848 ; prodamatloo prepared by. lil 
848; aMKiinted to risU tb« Yorkers^ tS; 
letter ol^ 5«W ; at Oulllbrd, 5^ MI ; propo- 
sition oC ^ : an afiont. 889 : « oooubIo- 
sioner. 5o9: blogranhy oC AM— M ; IsoidMl 
at bis boose, 6fl^ extnct from hto T«» 
mont's AppaaTTaOL 

Bradley, William, notlee ot. fi^ Mt. 

Bradley, Hon. William C letters flC HLM; 
ooUoe ot. Ml ; adroeates the Fraack bmb- 
m<>nt bill 755, 

Bradstreot. Lieut. Dudley, oommaadf Fort 
Dummor, SL 

Bradstreot, Bot. Dudley, 87, 

Brakkee, Pompey. a nefro, • Rrit for, the first 
tried In Vermont, 881 ; rafereooe to, HI 

Brattle, WUlUm, 14. 80, 104. 106. lOT. 786^ 

BreWartoD. Ge<irtji', JtT, Er~ 

Bridge n. Thomas B., 761. 

Bridgman. John, S!S!L i6L 410; banMi < 
llij aJuMlce.4^7ttj made i»rlioov,^ 
ilii ; j^tltion or 5ir>7: 

r.ridgroan, Orlando, 26. 817, 5^7. 75-jL 

Bridgman. Thomaa, oOees SvlS br, 764. 766. 

Briggs. Peter. 878 ; trial of, 879. ' 

Brilfham, Oliver. 97. 

Brigham. PanL 6«S ; noUos of; 608. 

Brink. Alezaader, HL 

Britt, CapL , la. 

Broad, H^zeklah, m BOB. BHl1» ; flDed,ia; 
search for, OOS, 509. 

Brown, Mr. . 211 ; CdL u ^BBl 

Brown, Briant. 55L 
Brown. Jonathsn. a priaooer, 8Mk 
Brown. Josish. ^ 148. 
Brownini;. Thomas, 736. 
Brownson. Gideon, a cnmmlssiooer, WL 
Brownson, Timothy, b&L 
Broah, Cr«m. 88d. ^jH^^t^n^ £M ; 



his removal to 
Mew York, 184; hbi 
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orCnmbetkod conotr, 1S5, IM ; elect«d to 
th« Oeneml Aisemblj of New York, 

7i», 787 ; Benllraonto toward*. 20^ £3; 
Information of, prop^JslUoo ot, 2ik& ; 

daughUT of, !5fi&; bloifraphy of, 6<>>M'^'tj ; 
esUle of. IM ; office* held by. 7TO, 70C. Iti6. 
Brush. Kllznbfth Martha. r<ru 6i0j accoaikt oi; 

Brash, John, tHUL 

Brush, Rlcharrl. fl2<L 

Br) ant, Jofttph, 14^ lOTASB. 

Bucli.inan, FranceB, ffl6 ; ber mairiin to 

Ethan Allen, 62»— «gL 
Bock, Daniel, 5112. 
BackinEbani, JoMpb T., Hi. 
Bucknilnster, Capt. TboInll^ 52. 
Bollen. BeT. JoMpb, anecdote ot, 783, 7^ 
Bullock, Israel, 426. 47& 
Bnlloek, StiubMl, 4M, ML 151; fined, 4Da 

Bollock, William, m 

Btirgoyno, Gen. John, 567 ; advance of hi* 
forces, 80S, 808 ; lastroctloas oi; 808 ; defeat 

Bork or Borke, Capt. JesM, 406, 3S8 i orden 

to, 8S0 ; sheriff. liHL 
Bnrk, CapL John, 780 ; tebnire 86j a 

ran^r, IM. 
Burk, Jonathan, ^ TG5. 
Bark or Rark^ Capt. Sllaa, 280, 51& BIT. 758. 
Btirke. Blmeon, 
BurlinK'aine, Israel, 257, HL 
Bumbam, Abigail. SST 
Burnbani, John, Jr., 82ft. 
Burr, Peter, ISfi. 

Barr, Tha4ldcus, letters of, 648^ fttf. 

BurroDKha Mr. ,885. 

Borrows, Jarvis F., 36, 
Batrowa, John, 7fW. 

Burt, Capt Boi^amin, 285. ^45. 410. 786; a 

quartor-master, fiUlk 
Burt, David, ttO. 
Burt, Ebeneier, 
Burt, John, 12. 
Burt, Jonathan, 2QjL 
Burton, Asa, lli 
Barton, .lacob. 
Butli r, John, 9^ iCA. 
Butler. Valentine, 142. 

BotterfloUi, Capt. , g»l 

Butterfli'M, Benjamin, 2"S, m SS2. 811 ; Im- 

prliMined, 28< : trial o048. 844 ; deposition 

of, 8!>U; petition ot fiA2: (itatcmeot ot, UA, 

747 ; offlres held by, 7ft4, Ifil 
Bntterflcld. Benjamin, HrlTiai 
Button, Charles, 880. 
Button, Ellas, death of, 880l 

Cady, Elijah, m 
Calkins, 8imon, 758. 

Campbell, Dr. , Jfi. 

Campbell, Archlf^ald, IfiL 
Capen, Abljah, 550. 
Carey, KIcbard, IfiL 
Carleton, Gen. Guv, 233. 
Carlisle, David, 111 71& 
Carpenter, AmoN gl. 

CariM?nter, Asaph. 426, T88j fined, 460i 521; 

his fine remitted, 
Carr>enter. Col. Benjamin, 254, 255^ 816, 475, 

771. 772: seizure of, 505^ SMT 
Carpenter, Cyril, 506^ ^57^ his trial, 680; his 

fine remltteil, fiii, 
Cary)enter, Edward, ««, Hff; fined, 450. 521 ; 

petition of, M ; his fine remitted, 
Caq>enter, Ira, 110. 
Carpenter, Mary, 509. 

Carpenter, Nathaniel, 42A.506^Ufi; leeda An 

atUck.51Q; letter from, iSBT 
CwToll, Daniel, 122. 
Caryl, .John, liL 
Cuweil, John, ZSfi. 

50 



Ouwell, Nathaniel, 78a 

Chadboum, Benjamin, 821. 

Chaffee, Mr. , escajie ot 888L 

Chaffee, Atherton, 61^ 175, 768. 
Chamberlain, AMel, ISfi. 
Chamb^-rlain, Amos, 772. 
Cluunborlain, Isaac, 69. 

Chamberlain, Jacob Baylejr, first male bom la 

Newbury, ISi 
Chamberlain, John, T4S. 
Chamberlain, JoBeph7 627. 758 ; reelstanoe oL 

489: trial of. 449 ; fined, 521. 
Chamberlain, Nathaniel, UL 
Chamberlain, litt hard, 12& 
Chamberlain. Snsannah, the first person bom 

in Thetford, lift. 
ChamlK-riaIn, Thomas, 89, 120, XflB. 
Champlain^ Samuel, 6, L 
Cliandler, Charle^ 8jk 
Chandler, Henry, ifi. 

Chan.ller. John, TO?, 110, Itt, IM, 287.m<»8>. 
684. 654 (!!56 ; county clerk,~804; notice ot, 
688 :"offlce»held by. 768, 764. IfiS. 

Chandler, Nathaniel, arrest ot 5<>C. 

Chandler, CoL Thomas. Ki9, 148. 228. 689. 652 ; 
petitions ot 182, 1S0,THI; assTiened of the 
quorum, 184 : receives a colonelcy, 185 ; is 
tnreatene«l while holding a court at Wind* 
sor, 164, liJf!; promises to build a court- 
house and Jail, 118; jail ot 174, Ufi; court- 
house of 176; letters ot 17T=17», 1S8, 677. 
725: Is blamed, 181. 1^2; modenit<»r 6fa 
patriotic meeting, l97, 198; expostulations 
with, 217, 2M; his Bttempts at paclflcation, 
220; Imprisoned, 286, ^s8, 687; chosen to 
prepare a memorial, 211} ; act for the relief 
ot 088, fill; singular burial ot 5.S:i, BM, 63T; 
commlsaioDer, 628 ; biography ofjSSA—SSCL ; 
statement ot 746. HI ; itatrona^ ot 208; 
offices held by,U^ 764, 765. 766. 

Chandler, ThomaaTJrnognTS. 177, C34. 651 
666; examination by. Cff^ advice otMLj • 
oommissloner. 823; bide judge, 840; notice 
ot m (^; libel on, 780-782; offices held 
by. 764, 7ri5. 

Cliandler. Thomas Chester, the first person 
born in Chester, K*, 684. 

Chandler. WllHam,"l[II — 

Charles I^ print of the trial ot ISA, 

Charles IT. grants the pmvinc© of New Tork 
to his brother James, 125. 1A!L 

Chase, Dr. , 14L 

Chase, Benjamin, 42(L 

Chase, Dean, 426, 757. 

Chase, Hon. Dudley, ISfi. 

Chase, Paul, ILL 

Oiase, Stephen, 42fl; trial ot 4BSL 
Chauncey, Israel, L 
Chaunoey. Josiah, 12SL 
Chipman, Ihutiel, 556. gg. 
Chii)man. I^cmuel, fifiiL 

Chipman. Hon. Nathaniel. 564, 887 ; side Indira, 
MS; letters otKVSj IiM; letters to, Iffl; 
commi.xeioner, 559,568 ; able address ot 562, 
663 : ol>servations ot IM. 

Chittenden, Gov. Thotim*. 299, 818, 876, 488, 
444). 4^3, 46L 470. 471, 478, 474, 476, 47^ ^ 
4?SC MI ^ !^ 

596. 6<;«, 7t«. 754 ;~ eTecte»l governor 814; 
his orders, 889 : proclamation ot 847. 848; 
drafts men, 866, 8*2, 878 ; interview between 
a committee of Congress and, 857 — 859; let- 
ters ot 862, 868, 8^1. 477, 481—488, 607. 608, 
fiSS; notltlon to, 4i»9,4ia; recommendation 
to, 489; remarks ot 484, 585- requested to 
issue a proclamation, 502; address ot 641: 
^aldent of convention, 582; memoir ot 

Church. Capt Benjnmln. R 
Church, Bethuel, a justice. 4jn, Ififl. 
Church, EK-azer. 4^ IS; arrest ot, SOfi. 
Church, John, 626, C2T, IfiS. 
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Chnrch. Jotuthw, 76?, Ilil deporitloM ot, 
8*=»0. Hi ; resistance of; 4ffi) ; trial oC, 448. 

Church, Jtjftcph. 8T8. 

Church, Malachl, IM ; a courier, 2t6, 

Church, NathanleK 118. 

Church, Oliver, a courier, SM, depodUon 
of; 292, m iifi. 

ChurcT»rR«Q»>«n. I^n5. 

Church, Richard, BlIL 

Church, Richard B., 759= _ ^ , 

Church. Col. Tlmothv. 4W, 478, m. fl21 ; trial 
of, M,% SU, 446, ML'llOxi; communication 
of,W; hln opinion, A13; letters to. 414, 4«, 
486. 468. 4»»— OOP: a militia omcer,ialTT«d«- 
mont aKalD»t, 48S, 44^ 4fla M4 ; reflcuo oi; 
4^ 44»; hU arrest, 445~474— iH ; resolve 
of Connrewi touchlntr, 4IQ ; a prisoner, 413 ; 
account of hU imprisonment, 4*S — 4W, 400, 
49ft. 4S£i : petition of, 50L ML Mi ; letters 
.if, :>U. 519, ^683; Umls granU'd to, 84»— 
5AI~^'2. 757. 758, 7M, TflO. 

Clap, Ellphaa, £11 

Clap, rrcserved, L 

Ctapp. Thoma^ 183. 

Clark and NIehtlngale, 

Clark, Asa, IAS. 

Clark. Ebcnezer, I£!L 

Clark, Elijah, 

Clark, Rev. John, m ' 

Clark, Joseph, 12L 

Clark, Josiah, JWiO. 

Clark, Nathan, ^ 

Clark, Samncl, 158. 

Clark, Seth, IM ; arrMt oi; 6S&. 

Clark, Thomas, 816, 76L 

Clark, William, L ISfi. 

Clark, William, Jr., L 

i;iark«. Rev. Dr. , the wife of; fi2(L 

Clarke, Lleut-Gov. Oeorjfc. IIKL 

Clav, Ephraim, 112; trial of, 818, 844. 

ClftV, Hon. Henry, reference to, tjQL 

CUv, Jamos. 249, 257, M7, 268, 270, 
8te. 4<ll. I56j~I^tter sl^d bv, 2S*L ^BT; TeP 
ter ol7§^'j,2>a: a commis»ionor. 2g9, 481. fi^, 
768 : report of 284—296; imprii<oue4 289 ; 
agent, 8<>6. 809 ; opiiosc* the Isws of Ver- 
mont, 834 ; trinl of, ^43, 844 ; offlcea held by, 
m 764, 765. 166, 

Clav, .rSmoXjr., 113 ; trial of, 848, 844 
■ Cleseon, Matthew, 38, fifiQ. 

Clinton, Oov. Oeor>;c. l«a 82B, 418, 4|R 4^ 
451. 4.V3, 462. 4tV>. 46C."4Tt). 4H2.^. W. W, 
6U. 5?nr6'l7, 60S, glfftsG, IM : elertcd pov- 
ern«>r. BO.%; proclam-itlcn. of,809. 810; letters 
to, 814, 8H, 819, 8*), 822. 823, .^OfL**!, 88.\ 
886, 84n, 350. 858—856, 'm, 861. 87f), 871, 878, 
874, 881. 414, 421, 427. 4--tO. 4.^4. 4:.9. 467. 46^. 
480. 4-H6. 4^il. 490, m 496, 514. MIL MO. ^8m, 
588. 585! 545,^ tKT fcia.^ lii^fT^tt-Ts 
from. 821. 822.358, 88.S. 836, 33L88S. 849— 
858, 877, 87h, 879, 8W>, 8h1. 414, 417, 422. 42H, 
424. 481. 4-T2. 4-Tt. 436, 48L ^ 4ii I]^ 4«il, 
463. iM. HE ?73— 474.1T5, AliL 4'^'>. 4^1. 
498-^?>00. 676. 123; me8sag»i oC 862 ; pelltiona 
to, 485. i^STSii ; a correspondent of, IQQ. 

Clinton, Gen. James, orders by, 888 ; letter ol, 
884. 

Cobb, IHvid, m. 
Cobh, Ebenozer, IM, 
Coblt. Morjran, I3i 
0)hb, Morj.'an, 2d, 73^ 132. 
Cobb, Simeon, 122. 
G>ckbnrne, William. 565, IfLL 
Cockran, Robert. 225, 226. 2.')6. 6:>S, m 
Coe, Benjamin, 524. 

Cofnn, Capt, John, III ; his ho.'«plt*llty, 12L 
Colby, Jonathan, IL 

Colden, Lieut, Oov. Cadwalladar. 100. IIH. 141. 
155, iMj 160, 17L (ka 60?j TmTTMrTT5 
752; memori.-vl to, 122; proclaiiiathvns of, 
n?ri30. 145: petltlonsU). 18L 132, 188, 2H7i 
bl« opinion concerning masting trees, 148, 



144; special measae* ot 286. «87 ; his dla- 

patches. 2^ 746] helra^ BSSTML 

Cole. DanieTTSlQ. 
Colefax, .Samson, S5, SA, 
Oolefax, Samuel. ISl 

Coleman, Mr. . ]^ 

Ooleman, Joseph. I5L 
Collaa, Oeonre, 652. 
Collamer. Hon. Jacob, UkL 
Collins, John, TSS^^Iii 
Comlns, Francis, t 

Comins, James, I£S ; James, Jr., T59. 

Connelghau, 24. 

Cooke, Capt Oliver, m HL 

Coolldge, Gov. Carlos, lU, 

Cooper, Anson, Si 

Cooper, Joshua, 

Cooper, Mosos, 4£L 

Cooper, Robert, 82; wounded by the IndluM, 

SO, 

Cooper, Dea. Thomas, 118. 
Cooper, William, IIL 
Copley, Ellrabeth. 6!»9, 680. 
Cornwallis, Lord Charles, 406. 
Goeaump. II. 

Goes or Cross, James, his Joornal of an expe- 
dition, 21. 22, 23. 
Cox, B«njamiu, a captain, 868. 

CrawfonC Jame^ JiSL 

Crawford, Hon. Theophilu^M; notlo«0<^IIZ; 

U>stimony of, m; at Guilford, 6i± 
Crisson, Thoma*, N>. 
CromwclU Oliver. 593. 594. «Bk 
Crook, Andrew, 7.'A 
Crook, Robert, 
Crook, William. 6>«, TTS. 
Croeby. Isaac, Nj^TT^i US. 
Crosemao, Benjamin, 13^ 
Grossman, John, 78 rt . 
Crowf<M>t, John, 15. 
Cruger. Henry. 157, 76L 
Gruikshank, Alexander, IfiL 
Cndworth. Samuel, I6i 
Culver, David, IfiL 
Culver, Nathan, lii 

Cummlngs, Mr. , 884. 

Cummlngs Francis, trial ot, 848, S4i. 
Gummlngs, Jacob, 113. 
Cummlng.% James, 95, 9«i trial ot, U3, S44. 
Cummlngs, Jonathan. 739. LtSL 
Gummincs. Samuel, 7:V.^ lAiL 

Cunningham, Mr. , iiiiiL 

CunniagLam. David. 613. 
Currio, Archibald, IfiL 
CurteniuN Peter T . 262. 254. JM. 
Cnrt^^ Ebeneier, 1^ ^ 88S, 771. 
Curtiii, Ella.^captui-o.if.3>-»; a<lvcntureaof the 

wife of; 892. 393. 
Onrti^ Elijah, 52L "Ml t^al ot 
Curtis, Capt. Israel, 118; his rough coadnet, 

14S; letter by, 168: threatena the oowt, 

Tmri65; ofllce held by.IfiSk 
CuTtTs, Samuel, 511!.. "ilnL 

Gushing, Miss , ^ 

Gushing, Mr. . ««. 

Cu?hinK, Daniel 7T8. 

Gushing, Job, IQJ). 

Gushing. Noah, trial of. 343, 844 

Cutbeth. Benonl, -^ 436/ 778. 

Cutler, Dorca^ I2fi. 

CuUer, Thoma^ 111. 814. 401. 4S&. 

Dalcv, David, 2H. 
Dalh'ousie. Earl ot, XQ& 
Dan Hill, his scrvicea,5aL 
Dana, Francis, lOJL 
Dana, Isaac, 107, 114. 
Dana, John Winchester, 906, »L TSL 
D.inforth, Samuel. 5giL 
Darby, Samuel 

Dart, Capt . onells a riot, 64>; hit 

duct applauded, 550, SU. 
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Dartmouth, Lord, 28^^. 8«9 ; dlspatche* to. 744 
Dtubwood, CrdL Samuel, hb Atore rubb<Ml, 

616, filfi; petition ot fi2S. 
Dat«r, JoMpb, dopOMltion ot, 41^ 
DaTen[>ort, Addini^ton, 
Dnvenpori, Charley retort of^SSQ. 
Diivlft NsthaDii-l, m 

DaviMin or DavidsoiL, Jame&, fiOC; depo«iUon 
of, G22 ; grant o1 lands to, 645, IfiL 

Day, Dr. Elka.nah. 245, 26L iOT, gPO, 747; 
trial of, S4a, M4 ; rcprcsonUtlroTn the New 
York A.s»fmblv. m, «67. H6H. Iffi; an a<lju- 
Unt, Ui; sheriff, 4<>j, 493, 414, 4^ at Oull- 
ford, 617: notice oiTWoj a aeaator, 766; a 
niajorTHL 

Dean, Ebenozer, I3S. 

Dean. Kpbniim, 736, 789. lA 

Dean, Ezra, 79H. 

Dfian, Hni'Lcl. m 

Dean, Mla.% letter to, 122. 

Dean, Willard, 146, 17 .'i ; arre8t<>d for cutting 
masting timber, 147; journey ol^ to New 
York, US— 154: his trial 16fr-lfl8. 

Dean,CapL William, applies fur pennisslon to 
cut timber, 146, 147; Is informed of the ar- 
rest of his sons, IM : is arrested and tried, 
1»— 16K; petitionoi; 18^ 132. 

Dean, Wllllaia, Jr., 146; arrested for catting 
masting timber, lil; receives rmigh treat- 
ment, lid; Journey to New York, 14l>~ 154 ; 
trial of; 156—168. 

Debeline, Monsieur, 88w 

De Lancey, James, his motion, flOfi. 

De Lancey, John, i£L 

De Lancey, Oliver. 182, ISL 

Dennle, Joseph, Hi 

Dennlson, Jos^-ph, WL 

Dcnnlson, Samuel, 611.. 

De NoyellK John, 182, fiffiL 

Dewev, Noah, ISL 

De \S'Ut, CharleA, 1^ 286, 418j rcpreaenU- 
Uon of, 

D« Witt^ Bim»on,SiS; a commiaaioner, 888. 

Dexter, Joseph, 42&. 
Dickenjvon, Obadlah, I5L 
Dickinson, Samuel, 
Dleskau, Bar«>n, I:L 
Dlvel, .Manawah. 742. 
Dodd, John, ii 
Donalilson. Daniel, I2& 
Doollttlo. Ephraim, IDQ. 
Doubleday. Nathaniel, 280. 
DouclaM, iV>a, liHL 
Douifiass, Joseph. 116, 778l 
Douultistv, Samuel, Hi 
Douw. Volkert P.. {yj. 
Downine, John. ZiS, 
Drake, Joseph, 7&< 

Dua^^ Jame.s 271, 275, 2S«, 649; 

Sroctor, 154: dffends the Deans, 165. 156; 
efends Col. S. Wells, 167j letter to, ^ 
letU'ra of, 4''<8, 685, fts^JTnstructlons pre 
pared by, SKTw^fil hTTrs of; 666, 761j docu 
ment prep>ar<'d by, tiiiO. 
Dudley, Oov. Joisepb, 735, ISfi. 
Dudley. Paul. MfL 
Dudley. Col. William, Mi 
Duer, William, 2IL 
Dnmmer, Jeremiah, Qfi. 
Dummcr, Uent-Gov. WillUm, U, 15, l<i 10& 

Duncan, Capt . ML 

Dnnkley, Jonathan, 261; aaaault by, ar- 
rest of, QlvL 

Dunmore, John, Earl of, governor, M, 725: 
letters to, 176, 177— 1T»: petitions to, 178, 178. 

190,181 
Donscouibe. Daniel, 264 
Durkoe, .Vdam. a prisoner. S$<) ; death of^ 881. 
Durkee, Andrew, a jjfisonrr, fVi'i. 
Durkee, CapU Bartbolomew, ALL 



Dnycklng. Gerardns, Jr , ISL 

Dw'igbt, Ilev. Daniel, chaplain at Fort Dam> 

mer. IS. 
Dwijfht, Oen. Joseph, 81. 6L 
Dwight, Joelah, 682, 
Dwlj:ht, Selh. 

DwiKht, Timothy. IB. !«, IL 1?. »L SIL 
Dwisht. Kev. Dr. TlmotfiyThU tniTeU, 692. 
Dver. Eb«nexer, liML 
Dyer, EUpbalet, letter to, 7Si 

Earl, George, MO, 257, IIL 

Earl, Newell or E^ Nawludl, 416. 805. ISL 

Eiirl. .'*smnel, 750. 
KatU, Natb.in,l!i5, 

Eastman, Amos, runs the gftontlet, 44 ; taken 

prisoner, 02. 
Easton, Bildad, 202, !iS5 : trial of; 848, aii. 
Eaton, Gov. Theophllua, 
Eddy. J<*eph, go, 7HH. 
EdKehill. John, captured bj the Indiana, fiO. 
Edward VI.. fiiJL 
Edwards, Elijah. 816. 

Edwards, Simeon. 86^ 42C ; agreement of; 

47.'>.476 • a shefifr, I^fi. 
Edwards, Timothy, 860. 
Eliot, Elizabeth, m. 
Eliot, Joseph, examination ot 686. 
Elkina, Dee. Jonathan, attack on hia boose, 

Elkina. Col. Jonathan, 412 ; a prisoner, MA ; 

his adventure.^ HA. 
Elkina, Moft«>h. captured and released, 405. 4fl4 
Elliott, Jf>s«-i)h. 817, 759, Hjk 
Ellis r-aleb. I5&. 
Ellis, Matthew. UB. 
Ellis, Keuben. 59. fiL 
ElUs. lilcbard, 59, 6f|, 5L 
Ellis, Thomas. 233. 
Ellsworth. Oliver, 850, 868. 
Elmer. Elijah. 817. 

Ely, Samuel, his diaraoter, 4fi&; his trial and 

punishment, 454 ; notoriety of, 488. 
Emerson, Benjamin, 126. 
Emmons, Benjamin. 25L 815, 771. 
Emmons Solomon, 114,1^ 168. 
Enos, Bojrer. 875. 
Erwln, Elliabi'th. f2a 
Ethcrington, Oeorire, 7<>1. 
Etherln^on. 1*homas, ISL 
Evans, Asa, 660. 
Eracs, Ashur. 8861, 778. 
EraiiS Elzi. 6N\ 

Evans, Henry. 5<V5. 609J»0, 021 : his boldness, 
424—426 ; a inTlTtlft officer. 4^11. TTSiarrcJt of, 
444; his trial, 446. 441; bis tentenco. 44d. 
460. 6yj an ae.-nt 4fi2, 4fia : at Pon^jfakcep- 
8ie,4M: at Pbiladolphia. 465. 686; rc.«olve 
of Congress touchin;:, 467. 4Ill: returns 
home, 46s, 4^9, 414 : ktU-rs of. 4S0, 4S1, 5ji 
61fl ; account of, 4»7.: p*'titloris of. b'.ij. Ml. 
542 : Sijarch for, fiilS; examlnution o^ fiSfi ; 
lan(^ foimted to, 548—647, 757. '5S. 

Evans, llenry, Jr., 6o5 ; his HSi, 

Evans, Zera, 

Exenia, 17. 

Farmer. Daniel 50. 

Famhworth. David, 85, Bfl, 

Farnsworth. Ebenezer. taken captive. 6L 6& 

Farnsworth. Ooiu Jofl<>ph, 5111 ; remonstrstee 

with the Yorkers, 51 L 
Farnsworth, Oliver, 116. 
Fam«worth. Thoma-S Ml 
Farquliar, James, 7rtl 
Fsrrar, John. 12, 

Farwell, Mr. . 228, 

Farwell Benjamin, 789, 141 
Fassett, Jr.hn, &4j2. 

Faiwott, John. Jr., side Judgo, 840, M. 
Faukaqnliit, IL 

Fay, Jonaa, 26S ; secretary of state, 848 ; sji- 
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pnlnttd to rUlt tb« Torkm, 875; iid« 

F»y. T>r. JoMph, appeal to, 4fek 
Far. Nathan, a Jailer, m 
Fenton, Jacob, llH 

F<rr«ll, ;«tic«on, IIS; his tilal aod flna, 40^ 

FUld. ChMtlm IL, JS&. 

FlolA Harld, 112. 

Flrl<l. KbcneMr. 789. 748. 

Fl. ld. I»ra*l. JJA raepoaWon oC ili. 

Field, R4>ub«ii, m. 

FWh, Nathan. ML 155. 

FMier, Atnoa, "M. 

Fl»her, Eb«n<>ser. bla Amat, 14$^ 1S(L IM, 12^^ 

¥MwT. IchatMXt. 11& 

Fhher. J«>»lab, 84. 

FUiL, Exp«rieDc«. HiL 

Fl»k, JoaUh, a captain, GISL 

Flak, Nathan, ; eramtnadoQ b«fora, BOt. 

&ufi : exp«<lt«Qt ot t&tL 
FlJ*. Rufuik ML 

Fl»k. Mlvaaua, mortallf woand«d at OoOford, 
td± AM, AIM : prooecdinga eoaeernlpf. 587. 

t>.y..&a6. 

Fitrh. John, bl« conflict wttb th« Indiana, 5L 
Fitch. Nathan, 

Fitch. PeUtiah. 818 ; Iett«r o£ S19. 833 : Iett«r 
to. Sm. :ne4 : promt«« ot; 8S& ; of&c«a held 
br. I&llM- 

Fit^b. Pelatiah, Jr„ 118. 

Fitch, Thomaa, 186- 

FlaffK. H^oiamln, HXL 

Fletch«-r, dor. B«n)amin, ISSL. 

Flftrber. Robert, 

Fletcher. Robert. Jr., liS. 

Fletcher. 0«n. 8aiiiuel 801 MS, 257. 884, 478, 
001. Oaa. fiSL m ; conaalUtlon ot 888 ; hit 
force, 88^. 839 ; orders oC 859. ^ : his brl- 
4iL 451. MA : requested to repair to 
Windham c.antj. i^L ^ ^ sheriff, fiSS; 
blopaiihical skt tch nf. 640—643. 

Fletcher, ^qulre IL, lil^ 

Flowera. llira. .Hn. 

Flovd, Col. William, 534 ; letters to, ttT, 

479. 490^ HI 
Flrnt, John, monitor of; 7^ 140. 
Fo'nda, Jcllls .\., Ul 
Fonda, John letter of; 4Ifi. 
Foot, Qc<>rgt>, a laller, 44&. 
Ford, Hiram, 
Ford, Jacob, 524. 
Foeter, Rot. A., 9BL 
Foater, Jodlah. $8. 
Foater, bubmit. liS. 
Fowler, Abner, a lu^tlco. 1£SL 
For, Right Hon. Henrv. I-ord Holland, UL 
Fox, Right Hon. J^tt-pficn, Karl of Illche^ter, 

140. 

Foxcroft, John, petition of, 558. 

Franklin, Dr. Henjaniin, bi« klndDCM,4M; a 

state9ro3n. SHI. 
Franklin, \V alter. 100, fiZ2L 
Freak, Thomas. 132. 

Freeman, rhlnea.v diclaratlon ot 479 ; depo- 
sition of. iidL 

French, John, 128. 

French, Jonathan. M 

French. NathanU-l. 22L 82S. 

French, William, T0<^ : grave of, '1\4 : epitaph 
on. 215: Inqnest on the bodrnf. 325. 880, 
ma ; blotrrapblca) notice of, ^7—339 : hi0 
burial. £11 2ai ; the proto-uiartyr, 24iL 2=il ; 
efforts to xaiae a monunu'nt to Lis memory, 
754. 155. 

Frink, Thoma.\ conrcrsitlon ot 4IS. 

FrUbee. Philip. lliL 75^.760; PbUlp, Jr., T«. 

Fri^bee, Bamuel. LfiLL 

Fro»t, John, 4± 

Fuller, Kbeneier. SSL 

Fuller, John, a captain, U& 

Fuller, Jonathan, iLl. 



Follcr, Joaeph. ^ 

Oaffleld. Renjamin, death of, H ; eiptlTltj d 

bin family. 7.''. 7". 
6a«e, (». n. tWiaa. lUj 389, 509, m. 149; 

csi>iiimiMlon from. 610; memorial to, 611, 

ail : leXtor to, 790. 
Oalbreaih. John. IM. 

Gale J*amucl, 30" tl^l. 22g. m TML TH ; M> 
loyalty. 319 ; iinpriaonvd, £^ ; monej paid 
to. jQW; county clerk, 604: blomphieal 
•ketch oC 648— «M ; memorial ot tSk : 
stat^mtiiit ot HI ; relmboned, Z4A ; oOet* 
h*-ld by. Tfia^ Ii)5. 

Oalluti, £tl»ha. Jr.. .VA 

Oaloaoa, Oot. Jonae. iOL 

Oamllng. Benjamin. 785. 

OanaeToort, Leonard. 

Qareey. Joe4^-ph, 759. 

Gardner. ReT. Andrew, 7M : ehapbln at Fort 
Dummor. 411 : preacbea a sermon on a spe- 
cial occanlon. 49 ; cbymrseon, 5Q ; preaeoet 
at the fort on the Great Meadow, Zlk 

Gardner, .\ndrcw, Jr., 142. 

Gary. Stephen, luS. 

Gates, Mr. . 288. 

Gatoa. Daniel ^ : a lieutenant, 516 

Gatea, Gen. Horatio. MS, 370, STt. 

Gate^ fhepard, 773, US. 

Gates, Stephen, 511. 

Ganit, John. 758. 

Gsalt. William. 159. 

Gay, Rer. Bunker, settled at Hlindala, liS. 

HM : epIUph by, 706, IfiL 
Oeer, 8hubaeL 
Geer. W liliam, 138. 
George II., acu of IM 

Georg* III., acta of 191, 193, 193. IK 196. 

IM : sentiments towa^d^ IW, 201, fQe. 

■2ir>. 331. 335. 4TS 
Gt tchel, David. 148>.18a. 16g. IW. lffi. 
Getcbel. Jacob, 168. 

Glbb^ Giles, a prisoner, 886 ; daath ci, 890. 
Gibb^ John. 35L 

GlU>ert, CapL , 887. 

Gilbert, Kira, orders to, 661, 
Gilbert, Nathaniel, a prbtoner, t8T. 
Gilbert, Thomas, HI. 78>. ZIL 
Glle, Anlo^ 111. 
Gile, Mo!«««, 206. 
Giles, William, ZfiL 
Gillett, Kbonezer. 111. 

Glllett, Roger, first child bom at Hartford, 
112. 

Gilliland. WillUm, a JndgA, 184l offices held 

by, IS^Ififi. 
Gllson, CapL Michael. 8fi.89,m4Cg. 7S9.77S: 

trial of 848, 844 ; a jusUce, 481, 764. ISL 
Gilson, Rusannfth. 743. 
OilMon, Zachariah. 280. 
Ooffe, 0»1. John. SL 
Gold, Nathan, 
GoDKeffua. L 
Goo^lall, Thomas, ffi. 

Goodell, Rev. ^ notice ot 806, ISL 

Goodenougb, Artema*. 51il. 75 1. 
Goodenough, DaTl<L 416. 436. 505^ 151: hi* at- 

tachmeDt to New York,52S4 narrow escape 

ot 529. 

Goodenough, Ebenexer, IIL 
Goo<lenouuh, Ithainar. 510^ I5S. 
Gooilenouirh, Levi, Jr., threatened, 848. 
G<x>(ihue. Jo^ph. 849; moderator, fiBft. 

G«.««lrich, .Tohu, I4L 

Goodrich. Hon. &. G., extract ftt>m hla writ* 

Ing!^ ft'l. 
OooUl, Setb. UML 
Goolcl, William. 158. 

Gordon, Gen. , wouade<l, 888. 

Gore, John. IBS. 

Gorton, Reniamin, 2(>2: charged with hood 
dde, 280; Impriaoaed, S8& 
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Gorton. Jonftth&n, 118. 
Goald, John, fiL 
Guulil, Nathan. 8S. 
Goiil.J, WlllUm, &L 4AL 
Gouliiint;. John, liifl 

Graham, Dr. John Andrew, oxtraoto fro in his 
Dcscrii.tlve 8k<>trh of Vermont, Wl, Ma, 
678. g76. 788. 784.7M. ia2. 

Oran<l«y, Utnirge W., Ifiii. 

Gratik'tT, ZadociL, 888 ; agreement of, 475, 

Grant, Ll«>at. . fiiL 

Grant. Mi\J. , filL 

Grave«, .\Mhel. 48. 

OreTe^ Hamuel, Jr., woand«d br the Indiaiu, 
19.41. 

Gnv. Cant Samnol. ^SL 

Grocly, Samuel, m 144. 

Green, Khcneier, 16t>. 

Greenleaf, Jtremlali, IIL 

Gre. nK af. 8t<-phcn, 724, 747, I&L ISL 

Greenleaf, St^-phen. Jr., 842. 

OriitU-v. ^aInuol. 

GritHn', John, 'i9i\ a courier, 286; dopoaitloD 

of. m 146. 
Grimtha, John, I6&. 
GrimfN John, 
Griswold, John, 754. 
GrUwold, Joseph, 7gl. 

Grout, Elijah, 2uS, 2^ sUtemeot ot, 661; 

notice oC 667. 
Grout, Hozckiah, 

Grout, Hilktnh. UQS. 401. «84 ; captivity of hi* 
fcmllv, 15. 77j rt-rx.rt of, 894— recom- 
men<f«>d a* "sherUT, 819 : arrt-st and trial o(^ 
8S9 — 881; aju»tii-e and conimiAxioncr, 481 ; 
noUc« of; 60? ; ofllces hi Id by, 768. T6I, 768. 
TIL 

Grout, John, 176^195^99^ an attorney, 148 ; 
hU opinion on a law qursition, Utf, ISO; 
counsels the Deano. IftL l^L IMx 154 ; ha- 
tred towards, 16Sj 168: iHconiplained uf. 165; 
is arretted by a mob, 166— 168; biography 
of, 600— 6ne. 

Grouty Jonathan. 116, 124; notice of; 667, tB&. 

Gunn, Samuel. 46. 

Gurley, lf»rael, iSL 

Guthrie, Kphraim. ISSL 

Guthrie, Jnniev 761. 

Guthrie, Willlum, 768, I6Q : William, Jr., ns, 
Halle, Amos, £6, 

Ualdimand, Gen. Frederick, 407: rorre^pon- 
denoe of; 8S1; parole from, 666; letter to, 
ZSL 

Hale, Ronlamin, fifiO. 

Hale, l>avid, m 

Hal.-, Hon. Harrv. li?L SS&. 

Hale, Haniuel. a Jnstici-, 769. 

Hale. Sna«, fiSQ. 

Hall. Daniel. IBS. 

Hall. Kllhu. ISSL 

Hall. Knoeh, UiO. 

Hall, Geonre, 11B,.UJL 

Hull, JereiiiUh, llA. 

Hall. L<.t. 4M; biojrraphy of, 668—666. 

Hamilton, Mr. . a (tnlde. 888. 

Hamilton. Alexan^lt r. 4fl9: aruTimont of. 6M. 

6M: letters to, Kift, 550; Kliere ftom, 566, 

fifiL 

Hammond, Jonathan, 118. 

Hancock. Got. John. )>etiti<in to, 254; letter 
to, 682 ; proclamation of. bSS. 

Hancock, .lotienh. a courier, 22fi^ 23C: deposi- 
tion of. ^ ^ 146. 

Hanson. John, ftN-'* 

Hardiday, John, IL 

Hardwav, IL 

Hariow.' RI.'ii/.-r.gn. 

Harney, John, 

Harney, Jonathan, fiO. 

Harper or Harpur, Sobert, 649; petition of; 



182; aasitrned of the quorum, 184: office 
Seldbv,lfifi. 

Harria, fid ward, ISS. 206^846, 114. 

Harria, Nathaniel, llIT"^ 

Harriaon, Kichard. 66& 

Hart, Richard, a ship owner, CIS. <^ 

Harvey, Dr. Solomon, 206, 206^ 65a. 7S0 ; town 
clerk of Dummerston,2dQ; bla account of a 
disturbance at Dommerston, 201— 208; bi« 
patriotism, 226. 

Haj^kell, PHn< e, captnre oi; 882, 888. 

Hatch, John, 816. Ttt. 

Hatch, Joneiih, 112. 

Hathom, John, 

Haven, Kbencier, 267. Blfi. 

Haven.\ Dantel, t-^oaiH) oi; 884, 887; bomlog 
of the house ot 888. 

Havens, Rohert, 116; his escape, 884. 

Havilttud, Col. -^^Tfia. 

Hawks Ool. Zadok, TT, 92. 

Hawley, Elt»b.%118. 1B8, 168, 771. 112. 

Hawley, li«v. Uideun, notice of. i572, 628 

Hawley. Joecph, 88, CfijL 

Haynea, Abel, && 

Haynes Rev. Asa, 111. 

Hayward, Daniel. lOfi. 

Hays, Rutherford. TSTj 778; petition of, ML 

Hueltlne, Jacob, SSL 

HaielUnc, Col. John, 101. 204, m MB, 
244. 24A, 24S. §4L <UaTcbalrnian of patriotic 
meotlnjrs. 19:1, '-''Hi. 2M; chosen a delegate, 
24r.. '.MT. Ifil ; li tter to, ftM, tm 

Harehine, Mary. punishmeDt oi; 

Hasen. John, LifL 

Haien. Gen. Mosea. 412. 

HazeltoD, Betsey, flrat person bom In New* 
bury, 125. 

Ha»leton, John, IM, 12<L 

Heath. Mr. .TIT 

Heath. Gen. AVllliam. 281.301. 

llendee. i*. . coura^re of his wife, her ex- 
ploits and humanity, 888, 898—895. 

Henderson. Henry. 8i6. 

Henderson. John, 

Uendrick Ma^jua, 16, IL 

Henry, Benjamin, 40L 112.. 

Henry, •lohu, b7_l wounded by the Indiana, 
5<J. 

Henry, Got. Patrick, fifiL 
Hensdale, John, "Bl 
Hejrwood, John. 42. 
Bide. Jo.«hua, 92. 
Hlldreth, Joseph. 2aL 

UilL, John, at the sietre of Bo«ton, 618. filfi ; 

Kn>ceodlng» concerning, fi2L 
I. Rlchnrd, Imprisoned, 286 ; at the siege of 
Boston. MS. 
Hill. William, aconatsble, 816; •doctor, 2^ 
Z4L 

Hills. James or Jeame*, Ttt, 14^ 
H inkle V. Mr. .112. 

Hlnsdell. Rev. Ebenecer, chaplain at Fort 
Dnmmer, 2Sj. builds a fort, JTj undcr- 
eomml.ssary, S& ; letters of; 77i IS; his cha- 
racter, ml- 

Hlns<'n, Capt , 6«1, 

Hitchcock. Samuel. fi<52. 

Hi.x, Henry, his punishment, 868w 

Holmrt, John hloss, 164. 

Uobbs, Cnpt. Humphrey, Rt);, 4^1; Ms cele- 
brated conflict with tho Indians, 45-^. 

HcmIkcs. Ilrnry, liffl. 

Hod^•e^ William, 2d. 78a 

HolTtnan, Anthony. 242. 

Hoi«lngt4>n, Ebi-nezer, 163,2^L258. 

HoiJlnsrton, Ebencier, Jr.. 1G£L 

Hoislngton, Col. Joab. m '2AlL 299, 7W, 7701, 
771 ; major of the ranpi^rs, 2C\ 6liL 112 :"ETs 
commission. 2M ; his conduct, 251 26^, 21;^ 
2IL 219 : report respecting, 274^216 ; wage« 
paid to, 2S2 ; death of; 2g(L 

Holt, Lieut , 49L 
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Holbrook, John, Jr., fifiS. 
Ilolbrook, Tlmothr, ^ 
Hold«n. KrmDei«,ZAl. 
llotlnnd, I>urd, UL. 
llollsiid, S*nlu flft. 

Ilult. .loba, Mt, liiS ; Axtnet from faU gMetU, 
Holt, WUIUm, IIL 

llolton. }Ar% ^ troop* g»tb«r at her boose, 

Ilolton, Mra. B«thUh. doUm of, 660. 
lloltoD, KbenttMr. U«. lijL 
ll(>in«r, MaJ7, notic«< ot MS- 
Hooker. John. mii»c<l<>te ot j^i, 
Hopklo*. Boswcll, HM. 
Hnpklot. WlllUm, m 
Ho|>kln»on. David. IM. 
HopMJo, ■loba, &£lL 
HoramanUen, Hon. UanteL \^ ML 

Hortuti, UeaL . 868 ; bU ooaUuct, 8M. 

Uo«r.rd IkmlJT. llfi. 

HiiaktnA, Wlilktn. m 

HooxMr, A*ron, &L 

Ho«m«r, 'loba, liS. 

lloofrh, Benjunlo. Mtltion oC WT. 

Uoaxliton. Aanm. 

Houghton, Daniel. mortAllr wounded at the 

We*irainst«r MaMiacr«. SSL 
IIoDgbtoQ, Kdward. ftlQ 
Houghtoa, Jobn. IM ; Mtitioii o( BQL 
Uoogbum, .loner hen, tft. 
House, C<H>mbe. 11* 

Boom. CoL Joba, oomnuinds a fbroe, 889 ; 

purtne* th« Indiana, 89<) ; bis oonduet blein* 

ed and defended. H91, m 
Houac. Natbanlfl. m. 
How, .Vrt«niaa, T&*. T7». 
How. ( 'aleb, ^ M>. IM ; wounded, IS ; his 

di-atti and epitanh, 76, II. 
How. Danld, 8ti. ^ IIL 
How. David. ILtL 
How. Hon. Kbeneior, 'Tr.. iL 
How or Howe. Mra. .lemlina, efterwards Mra, 

Tnto, ber adrentarea, ; ber epit^ih, 7^ 

II ; iiotioo of; lufL 
How. NehemUb. 

Howard, Col. . a tnimtee of Hlntdale (now 

Vernon) and OuUfurd, 171. Id 
Howard, Abner. 160. 
Howe. DaTid.m 
Howe. Mu8««, 817. 
Howe, Koubea, ISiL 
Howe, i^itneon. l^^O 

Howo. bir WtllUm. hia oondaet at the ateM 

of lUi»ton. 61U-619 ; InstnictlonB of, 614^ fllA ; 

tn«u)<>rial to. 62<t. 
Hobbard. Abel. M 
Unbbard. Hannah, ZZL 
Hubbard. Jonathan. 789. 
Hnbbard. Joseph. 120, lifi. 
Hnlbart, John. lilL 

Hunt, Heat. , ^ 

Hunt, Arad, £U ; a conrior, 22& 
Hunt. KlUha, UL 
Hunt. Hunry. lett<-r ot UL. 
Hunt. Johallfi. liS. 

Hunt Jonathan, LllL IM. 4K». MS. "08. 
IM ; a ineiwi'Dfter. 8i4. X'ft ; letter entraatod 
t^), 877 ; hiKh sberlfr,4^ iM ; reabted,ia8; 
letter to. iikJ ; jK-tltlon of, fijJL 

Hunt. Saninel, Vji^ llo. 111. 

Hunt. >lmon, Hi^ 

Huutin;;ton, Samnol, 

Hurlbnrt, .losbh. .VV* 

Hntehlna, Iletijamin. liS. 

Hutchlns. Charles, "til. 

Uatchlns4iu familr. HB. 

Hutchinsun, Abljiin, 8>vl. 

Hutcbiuaon, i^bba, "sm ; B«v., anecdote oil 

HutchtnsoD, John. 8^ : bishooM burned, 889. 
Uatcblnson, Thomaa, 78, 80. 
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Hjde, waUam, 

Ide, lebabod. IW.TM. 
Ide, IchabcKl, Jr., 2WJL 
Ide, Israel IM. 
Ide. Joseph. >«9. TLA. 
lUebeater, Earl of, IML 

Jackson. James, at the siege of Boeton, Clfi^ 

Jackson. William, his oonduet at the slefe of 
li<«ton. 618 — 618; Imprisoned, 618 ; exam- 
ined, fl?L 622. 

Jacob, ^itei>hcn. IM; prompt conduct ot,Bi&; 
wounded, 5&0 ; a c<»mmijftloner. 

Janncev, James, an addroM br, fr'T. 6<K 

Jay, J.Ain, 271. m 888; letters u.. 887. 888, 
M9. 852. 8M, MMA ; letters fh>m, 8S0, 856^ 
866. «>»2. 

Jay, J(>>epb, trial of 848,844. 

Jefferwin. Thomas, fill ; poUoj ot, Bfi9. 

Jenne, John, fi&Q. 

Jethro, I'eter, L 

Jewel, James or Jcames, T88. 112. 

Jewett or Jewet, I'apL Daniel, 96, ^ 884, 

nS ; conduct of, tSUL 
Johnson, Aaron, 2iS. 
JobuMtn, Caleb, 12L. 

Johnson, Captive, her birth, 64, Q91 ; ston«* 

ooromenioratlve 'if the birth of. 66. fld. 
Johnston, David, Sdfi. 
Johnson, Edwarfl, UHi ; an author, 9S^ 
Johnson, Isaiah, 108. 

Johnson, Jamea, and wife, adventure* ol^ 64p— 
66, fid. 

Jol >nson, Je«M>, 120. 

Johnson, Jm l, 4d; compelled to ton the 

eauntlet. idL 
Jonnaon, John, 669. 

Johniwn, Mmes, 95. 96, SS6 ; conduct ot Mfl. 

Johnson, Col. Thoinrv*, 125. 5"'6 ; notice of. 404; 
taken prisoner, : his ailvontnn-a in cap- 
tivity, 406-40^ ; biojrraphv of, 666—669. 

Johnson, William, mi &Ir,^ 

Johnston, DillinKton, ZH. 

Johnston. John, 761. 

Jones, Benjamin, Jr.. 886. 

Jones, Daniel, petition of, 132 : Justice of 

Seaoe, 146 : deputy sunreyor. 148; bis con- 
uct lyi. 151. lAL 
Jones, Joseph, IM. 

Jones, Dr. Keuheo, 196; bifl patriotism, MT, 
928. £tL ^ ; his narratlTe, 646, 746; noUoe 

of, 75:1, ihL 
JonesTHon. Thoma«,IDQ. 
Joy, David, a Justice, I6&. 
Judd, Enoch, 148. 168, 168. 

Kathan, Charlea, 889 ; a lieutenant-colonel, 

444. 

Kathan, Daniel, 848, 771 118; a Joatice, ^ 

Kathan, John, B|, 87, 84i ; his character. 106, 
109: refuses to serve in the Vermont miU- 
tla, 866 ; petition of. 

Kathan, John. Jr., »|, 842. 

Keigliley. Edward, statvmenta ot, 61S; Un- 
prisontMl, filfi. 

KclloicK. Daniel, JSL 

Kello^^', Capt Joseph. IS. 2Q; commander of 
Fort Dummer, 21 ; his friendship with the 
Indiana. 28. 24: an interpreter, 26; biogra- 
phy of. 609 — 678 ; a comnuixsinner. T»< 

Kell('>gt:. Capt Martin, Jr., 12, fifii ; notice ot, 
672. 678. 

Kelly, John. 6<)!L 629, 632, m 

Reiser, Jame*, fitVl. 

Kemldc, Peter. IfiL 

Kemble. Samuel. 610. 

Kendall. Amos, £i&(L 

Kendall, Edward Aucostua, extracta from his 
Travels, fiet^-BM. 
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Kendall, Immc, 608, 5m TSfi. 

Kent, Jaoib, notice <»f, Vl.\ 128 ; » comml*- 

Bloncr, 2^ IM; oflic.^fl^icld by, IfiL 
Kent, John, captaro 888. 
K«waurbcum, H. 
Keres, iIonaK, Jr., 8fi. 

Klddor, Oliver, a coroner, Tfil; an ensign, HI ; 

a lieutenant, IIS. 
Kilbum, John, ill; account of the fight at his 

fort, 74, 789-741 ; his euiUph, lAi. 
Killam, PhinehaN 
Kimball, Amos, 120. 
Kimball, Col. George, 8& 
Kimball, Phlnehas, IIL 
King, John, 7, 69a 
King, Joseph, IfiB. 
King, Kufu.v a commiaaioner, 
King, TltUB, TOiLL 
KlrbT, Keuben, 758, MQ. 
KlrkIej',John, SreT 
Knapp, Ephralm, 508, 
Kneeland, Mr. — ^^TwW. 
Kne<-land, Joseph, a priitoner, 8S5 : marder ot 

800 

Knight, CoL Elijah, &15; stotioned at Guilford, 
621, conduct of his int-n, t/2i; iDcrease 
oTlls force, 681; he retreata, 582. 

Knight, JiK-l, wounded, 618. 

Knlis'ht, Jonathan, 77i: wounded at the 
Westminster Ma-ssacro, 

Knlcht, Samuel, 2os, 811. 410, OOP ; chars«d 
with homicide, i^K petltion3~o^ 607, cSj; 
biography of, 67&=8t5; ulficea held by.TBa. 
IfL 

Knight, Simeon, lOL 

Knowloo, Sir Charlea, S& 

Knowlton, C^alvln, notice oC fillL 

Knowlton, Luke, m 227, 257, 291, 401. 410, 
761 ; an agent, 85TT rornon.Mrates with Con - 
gre.<Mi, 8»2 : llight ot 485, 508; aelzuro of, 604, 
020; a siue-judge, 64»(; notice of, ^76. 076: 
Inimical conduct of, 721—728; office Held 
by. Ififi. 

Knowlton, Hon. Paul IT, 676. 

Laharee, Peter, taken captive, fift, 

Lafayette, Tf llbcrt Motler de, SSH 

Lamb, David, 7.M>. 778; his arrvat, 444: trial 

and fine of, 45^~458; de{>oslilon otTiSB. 
Lunb, John, 
Lamont, ('apt , fifik 

Landers, Et><?n, 760. 
Landers, Jfi-eph, BQ. 

LangdoQ, Mark, clmrged with homicide, ^Q. 
LanMng, Jolm, Jr., a oommiaatoner, 66b, 656, 

Latherbee, Timothy, lASL 

Laughton, Jacob, notice of, 809. 

Laughton. John, 690. 

Laurens, ilenrr, letter to, 824. 

Law, Andrew, '218. 

Law, Mlcha«-1, 8^ m 

Lawrence, John, 761, 760, 770. 

Lawrence, Jonathan. Jr., SQ. 

LeaTln^ Jedcdlah, 429. 

Lee, Charles, Hi; Gen., letter offiifi. 

Lee, Thomas, holds a court martial, 899. 

Lee<ls, Capt . 49^ 

Le Mott, , aaststa to lead a party agaioat 

Royalton. 88a 
Leonard, Kliphalet, 788. 
Leonard, Capt. Jamea, 788; Jamea, 9d, 788; 

Jaraea, 8*1, 788. 
Ltt.>nAnC William, 788. 
levins. Peter, IM. 
L««iN Cron, a Frenchaun, 7S. 
L»•wi^ Kobert, ML 

L'llominedieu, Ejirn, 41S. 463; letters f^om, 

ifil 466, 46L 605, fiM ; rep^^rt of, 642, 6^8. 
LlncolnTGen. B. niamin, 406, WLIiST 
Llnc<iln, Jofiiah. 
Lincoln, Thoma^ 8<i, 788. 



Llwjmb, Francis, 
Ltttie, Joseph, lli 

Livingston, Peter Van Brngb, W>. 246, 25JL 
Livingston, Kobert K., 2'.'(i, 762; a couimiA* 

sioner, R^S, Mg. 
LivlngstonTGov. William, UL 
Lloyd, IJvtteld, 14a. 
Locklin, l>ennla, HL 
I^rd, Dr. , ^ 

Lord, Joseph, 164 ; aaslgned of tho qnoram, 
184: examinaHon by, 178^ letter of, «Mi 
notice of bis life, IJ77, Sg; offices held by, 
TW, 764. 765. 

Loria; Nathaniel, JJS. 

Lord, Barah, 

Lot, Abraham, SfiB. 724, Ifl, 

Lott, Johannes K, tSA/ 

Loudon, Ix>rd, 84 

Lovejoy, Abljah, 206, HL 

Love oy Peter, curious wedding of 

Lovell, Elijah, 88L 

LovelL, Enoin, 886. 

Lorell, Michat'l, IM. 

Lovell, Oliver, 401. 410, T66. 7T1. 

LoTell, Timothy, 82^rhIswo<>dfarm, 627, 

Love well, Capt. John, victory of, 6<>6. 

Loveweli, Capt Nehemiah, 125; his services, 

Low, Isaac, letter ftom, 196, Ifil; hia letter 
read at Weetminater, ^\ action on the 
letter of, IW, 20(1. 

Lowell, John, attorney, 63^ 

Ludlow, t^ary, surrogate, 624 

Ludlow, Thoma^ 147, 

Lukena, Mr. , M. 

Lull, Capt. ^ fig&t at his hooae, 6tf, QfiQ. 

Lull, Mosee, 

Lu^Tlmothy, 114,111; nanea Lull's brook. 

Lull, Timothy, Jr., 429; the first person bom 

In HarUand, ILL 
Lusher, Joseph, 888. 
Lyman, £lia^ (SO. 
Lyman, Elijah. 761. 
Lyman, George, 156. 
Lyman, Kev. Gershom C, 898. 
Lyman, Gideon, 117, 118, 119,faQ. 
Lyman, Jool, IfiL 
Lyman, Phinehais 

Lynd or Lynde, Daniel, 425^ 426; fined, 452. 
Lynd or Lynde, Joshna,"ga,^g; fined, 462. 
Lynd, Lemuel, 757. 
Lynd burst, I^rd. SiQ. 
Lynds, Daniel, LLL 
Lyon, Zebalon, 771^ Hi, 

MacNachtcn, Alexander, 765. 

.M:»comber, Stephen. 

MadlAon, Jamea, 601 ; election of 699; opi- 
nion of. 72a 
Malcom, WIIIUm,!!A4. 
Manly, C^m. John, hla ezploita, 618, 622, 
M:»nn, Charles, liHL 
Mann, Daniel, 42. 

Mann or Man, laaac, petition ol^ 1S2- assigned 
of the quorum, 1»4; offlcaa held by, 78a 

ManftflebL, Martha, punishmont of, fi^ 

Marsh, Mr. , £13. 

Marsh, Abel, 8'il. 

Mandi, Ellas, first person bom in Sharon, 116. 
Marfth, Joel, a Just!c«L Ifig; a captain, IIL 
Marsh, John. 248j John, Jr., 
Marsh, .lonnthnn. 112. 

Mamh, CoL Jov nh. 248, 266. 974. 287. 291, 802. 
818. 708. 770. 1 71 ; a d^Wnte. 254, ^ 2&^ 
268, 767; elected deputy governor, 814 ; 
orders to. 889. 

Marsh. William, 26i, 425. 

Marshall, ^'amucl, fiSQ, 

Martin, Kbenezer. IM 

Martin. Oraoe, SSQ. 
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Martin, Mutthow, tlH 

MarriD, Kbt-neifr, 7ii8. 
MA»<>n. rrU r, « i>rl4on«r, I 
MAMAniali, US. 

MAlher, Dr. t otton, IT, Ifi. 

M*tthoirii. Joel, ^ UL 

Mftttoon. Nftthanl«<l, Zll 

MmrmIL Cnl John, MtltloD of; AMl 

May. .lobn. tSL 

Mc(%n«, .lam«a, ISL 

MeClorc, Bama*l, a<M4»Ufai, MO. 

Mc(^ttD, John, 

McDouf^l, Alt^xandcr, 

McI)ou(pill, William, 701. 

MoFarland. Jf-Me, IftL 

McKcan, Thomaa, motion oC 4^)9, 470. 

McKtfiAoa, John, 22:2 ; letters to, &U, A4«, ML 

McKlnlar, Alexander. fiUft. 

McKlnnev, Daniel, woanded by the Tndtot, 

McT^llan, Mrt. , »«, 

Mrrhcpw>n, .Inhn, Ifii 

UcWnin. William, a sergeant, 884; complaint 

of. sa-*. 84a 
Mct^anlchcha, L 

Molendy, Bamuel, 42«, 510, ISt ; fined, 4^ ; 
examination of, ,^S6■ 

Melrln, Capt. EleaMr. commands a scoot, 40| 
Is attackod by the Indiana, 41 ; his ooarage, 
and fate of his men, 42. 48, 48, &L 

Mercy, Jobn, a captain, 

Merrick, Imuu% TS^f^. 

Merrill, Nathaniel, a shertfl; 

MeMontrcr famllr. 113. 

Matcalf, I'uthartnc. 181, 1^52. 

Metcalfe. BImon. itiA ; heirs ot, 5^ IfiL 

Miller, lAiiac &lfL 

Miner, R.>bert, ][53. 

Miller, Samuel, im. 

MlUar, William, 422. 

Mills, Abraham, 6t£t. 

Mills, Blmoon. IAS. 

Minott !*amnel. 8ft9, 8T5, 15fl ; address Mgned 
by, «», 88«, 874 ; letter* to, 88«, 887. 850, 
851, 856. 867. 877, 87'? ; report j)repar(d by, 
840 ; letters fh>m, 800, 861, 8«9, 870, 8n ; • 
mi^or, &UL 

Minott, Samael, Jr., UL 

Minott, Dea. Samuel, 6l>, 9^ 2QfL 

Mitchel, Ebonerer, Ifi. 

Moffiit, John, 807. 

Monroe, James, rcferenoo to, B9t. 

Muntuzan, Francei*, 6o4. 

Sef Btu-hatuin, Franot$. 

Montozan, Margaret, ftiH. 

Moor, I Icut ^, 44L 

Moor, John, lia : John, Jr., 

Moora, Ab^ah, 112. 

Moore, lU nJamln, S2. 

Moore, C'apt. Fairbank, 82 : his death and that 
of his son, and capture of his family, 96, ^ ; 
an earllv settler of Brattleborongh, 

Mooro, Falrl-ank, Jr.. 82^ 84 

Moore, Frank, notice ofTja 

Moore, Got. Henry, 107, lU^ 116, 128. 124. 184. 
Hi : letter firom, laa ; bin efforts to adraoco 
clTlillation, m lii] ; grants bv, m ; ap- 
gloations to, 142, lH ; eommlsalon ttova, 

Moore, Jonas, 2fi ; his boose robbed, 11^ 

Moore, Newell. M. 
Mooro, Roderick, IfiiL 
Moore, William, conductor CT6. 
Moredock, B<>njara!n. 248. 
Moredock. OUrer, ^ 

Morgan, Mr. , a British seeretarj. TSL 

MorrU, Ooaremear, 287, 290, 222 ; letter to, 
824. 

Monia, Lewis R., oonsoltatloa with, ; a 
eommlailoner, 5fl& 



Morris, Richard. 147. 4?L <»i 852 : letter o^ 
4811 : Inrat of; fifiTT affi«laTit ot li& : offle* 

held by. 
Morris, kobert, UH 
Mo^ri^ Hoger, l^OL 
MorrlMjn, John, 87. 

Morrison, Bobert, beadi a riot, ^ : trial ot, 

54» 550. 
Morrison, Thomas, 766l 
Morse, Kbenem-r, 100. 
Morse. John, &^6. 
Morst', .Moses, 4i8^ 
Mos^'ley, Increase, 70flL 
Moylan, Stephen. 52i 
Mamford. Paul, 122. 
Munroe. Reuben, punishment ot 
Muniwll, Uenlamin. .'hW 
Mnnsell, Danlol, Ms : Daniel, Jr., &4i 
Mansell, Thotiias Lazel, 
Mnrdock, Tbuma^ 815. 
Mnrray, Gen. Ocorge, Si, 
Myrlci, Oapt « 89T. 

Nailer. MIrbael. a prisoner, (524. 
Nannatofvhau, 'i^ 
Niwh. Kj'hralm, 71S. 
Nash, Timothy, 120. 
N»weletj7. 

Nelson, Thomas, trial of; 848, 844 

Nesbit. Jane, US. 

Newell, Ellhn, 880 

Newman. Henry. 786. 

Newton, Rev. Ephmlm !L. W6, (SL 

Newton, John, talien p>rl>f>ner. 8s2, 

Newton, Richard, lnii>ri.*«iiied. CI P. 

Nichols or NIchol la. Kphralm, 86ti, 

Nichols, r.-uul. 486, ISL 

Nichols, Samuel 25L Ifift 

Nicholson, VoX. . 12. 

Nicholson. John. 684. 
Nlooll Wllll.<im. m 
Niles Nathaniel, a side Judge, 
Nixon, Klla-v IiLi. 
Noble, Jonathan. Iffl. 
Noble, Samuel, 759. 
Noonoowaomet, IL 
Nonnan, Henry M.. 688. 

Norman, Thomas, 565 : and wife, «2, ^ Mi. 

Norton, Andrew. 116, 1^ 828. 

Norton, John, 257, 2<2l, ML 153: notice << 

221 ; objections to. |5L ^ ; trial oi; 848, 

844 ; anecdote of. 6}yi 
Noyce, John, his services. Ml. 
Noyea, Oorham. 51L 
Noyea, John. 511 : Hon. John, iL 
Nurse, Caleb, m 
Nar»i>, Jochna, 426, ^ Iia. 

Oaks, Beth, ^ 
Odell. Mr. , 2ffi. 

Ogden, Cant , his march with Bobevt 

Rogers. «L 

Oloott, Mr. , a Justice of the peace, ITS. 

Oleott, Eltas, 410. 

Olcott, Peter, 818 ; a commissioner, 289, 788. 

Oloott, Simeon, 626, fifiL TM. 

Oloott Timothy. Wl ; a coroner, ML 

Olden, John, 757. 

Old Quail John. llfi. 

01 in, Gideon. &ft2 ; consnltatlOD with, fifi& 

Oliver, Wllllani, 829. 880. 
Onslow, liobort^ a capture by, 6fiL 
Ontau».*<>ogoe. tn>atv with, »4, 786 — 78R. 
Oothoudt, llenrv, ilfi. 
Orr. Isaac 816. T'78. 
Ortley. Barbara, TCI 
Orrlf, Oerflioin. 4.S^ 
Orria, Weightstill, 778. 

Osgood, BeqJam^ 48 ; Ids esptlrlty and 
death, 44. 

Osifood, Christopher, charged with homldda, 
280 ; a letter carrier, Til ; arrest <d, Z& 
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Owner. John, m 

OUj, CapL . 124 

Owen, Caleb, ML 

Piokard, Squire, flsht $t the booM ot, SIT, 
fiift- 

Ftcker, rbtrles, 158. 

Ptcker, Icbabod, I5d. 

Packer. Jwnes, 42rt, ISL 

Paddlefnrd, Jonath&n, Jr., ISS. 

Page, David, 115. m 

Pafre, Jacob. inrcat>tlTity, 406, ^ 

Page. Samuel, 12JL 

Pa^-e. William, letter to. Ml. 

Paine, El^ah, a comiuiMloDer, 6M ; United 

States senator, 69*^ 
Paine, Kphraini, !i2A ; r('i>reseQtatlon fiSfi. 
Paine, Kobert Treat, fiilL 
Painter, Kllzabeth, 63ii. 
Palmer, Oeurge. a Justice, IfiL 
PanneL John, ■^VL 7% 7781 
Park, Dea. Jonatliao, lllQ. 
Park, Loc7, the first child bora In Newftn*, 

Parker, Am, ISL 
Parker, Ebeneter, fiUL 
Parker, iMac, SL 
Parker, Jamna, Sfl. 
Parker, Joehua, 95. 
Parker, Capt Koswell, 
Parkhuret, Capt K, 

ParkhurBL, Capt John, his kind conduct, 886. 

Parkhnrjit, I'htncaA, his endurance, 867. 

Parkhurst Tilly, 8S7. 

Parkia, baiiiuel. 24^ 

Parka, Aiiiariah, 168. 

Pannelce, Alexander, 280. 

Parsons, Simeon, fiSiL 

Par8on^ Timothy, 9L 

Partridge, Oliver, 96, yL Cfl2. 

PartrirlRe, Capt 8^is elore robbed, 06; 

petition of, m. 
Partridge, Samuel, Ifi. 10B. Igj. 
Paterson, William, 282, 82X, 726; hl«h aberlfl; 

202j 21S, 1M \ hia measures for defrnce, 819; 

charged with homicide, 2^^4J ; ImpriaoDed, 

886; money paid to, 2a?s; notice ol; 67^fi8, 
Patrick, Matthew, a captain, 
Patrick, Samuel, UT, 

Patt<'r*on, Eleaier, W\ m, 299. 8tV>, 817, 884, 
888, 846 : reiH)rl ofTZJft— 29«TTeWrs of, 888, 
879 ; trial of, 848, &U ; letter to, 87» ; com- 
munication of, 880; a Justice, Ml : petition 
of, 6&2j offices held by, 764, 765. UJL 

Patters*>n, P.obort, II2» 

PatterK>n, Walter, 14a 

Paugua, !>>i(L 

Pi^ne, Elijah Freeman, a lieutenant, 658^ 659, 

Peabodv, Nathaniel' letter of. fijSa. 
Peak, John, 74, 740: hla death, li^ 
Pearaon, Mr. — — , L 
Pease, John, 18. 

Peck, Capt Joseph, 476, 60fi. 546, 778 : order* 
a reecue, 426 ; his trial. 45o ; soarch for. 50$ ; 
grant of lamTi to, 545^7fiar^ 

Pel irce, Anthonr, 742. 

Pelrce, John. 789, Hi 

Pember, Thomais death o^ 8S4. 

Pemberton, Ebenezer, ISt 

Penniman, Dr. Jabez, £21 ; hia wife, fil, 

Pennock, Jamca, oflicea held by, 769. 

Pennock, Samuel, ISiL 

Perham, Jonathan, 8ML 

Perin, John, 771. 

Perkin^ Mofte\ 48. 

Perry, Jabez, 758, US. 

Perry, John, 61, 9& 

Perry, William, 881. 

Peter Parley, reference to, fiQL 

Petor^ Antkew 121 
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Petent, John, .84, 160, 7C8, IfflL 
Petty, John, 168, 
Petty, Jo8«-ph, 42. 

Pheloe, Charles, 97, 206. 24*, 401 . 488. 499; 606. 
60T, ^i, 69:) ; removes with hla faTHtty to 
Marlborougii, 99; petition drawn by, 2(l7 ; 
letters of. 27*,^. 4^44^ 4n9, 496; his etfoita 
for the defence of Cumlx-rland county, 2klD 
—802; memorial of. ?<»(>, '.iol ; sent to Kin ^a- 
ton, 861 ; at Pblladi^lphia, 862, 468. 4^ 
4fi8 ; attacks an officer and is iine<ir872, h73^ 
remonstrance bv, 421 ; loyalty of hiuiseli | 
and f&uiilr to New York, 428; documenta 
prepared hy, 427 — 129 ; miasiun U) Tough- 
keepele, 48a 46t>; appointed to offlco, 42l; 
charges against 44C. 44" ; his library sold, 
44'.< ; an agent, 45*1, 4^1 ; reefdve of Congress 
touching, ilil; depo^ltiona of, 479, 41*a; re- 
turn of; 466. 4bl ; impriMinmcnt of, 606; 
petition for release of, (gjx ; sale of hla e*tate, 
018; trial of. 620; attainted of treason, 621 ; 
petition ami pardon of, 620, 627, 636, 
grant of landa to, 646. iftt ; biography ol, 
679 — 688; genealogyOT the lamilv of, 669— 
£9i ; offices held by, 7^ 764, 766, IfiL 

Phelpe, Charlea, Jr., iiH- bceno at his honse. 
611—618; genealogy o^ 6b»— «91 ; notice oil 

Phel[ia, Hon. Charles, 642, fiftL 

Phelpa, Hon. James HTTTetter fSrom, SiL 

Pbelp^ John. 442, fiSfcL 

Phel|.«, Nathaniel. f.71», fi§Q. 

Pheli>6, Solomon, 99. 245 ; ordered ont of town, 
ill; library of, lAlfTgcnealogy of, 6^9—891; 
blographv of, 091, CiS; an alU>rney, IfiL 

Pheljw, Tlniothv, 4s9, 4W, 621, 6^, TBS, 
771 ; attacks an officer andlTflnea.STStS^ 
att«-m[it to arrest 44li ; tloors a constable, 
441, 44'> ; firm ana prudent conduct of hie 
wife, 442, 44:) ; is arr»»sted by Ethan Allen, 
448^4TTrtrIarot. 446. 44l; sentence ol, 446^ 
4i.''hi. 6>4; re)M)lvo of Congreas touching. 
letter ot, 49<); account of hia imprisonment 
and release, 492—49^: petition of; 602; 
bearer of dlsnatchea, 611 ; capture and re- 
lease of, 612. DlS ; hltt proceedings, &iS ; tea- 
tifles be^Jre the Senate of New York, 624; 
genealogy of, 6s9— 691 ; biography o^ M8, 
SM ; his family, 694; a aherlfl, Ififi. 

Philip, an Indian, 740. liL 

Phillpa, Mr. , 

Philllpa, Elijah, 6IL 

Phippen, Atwater, 

Phlppen, Joeeph, llA. 

Phlppen, Samuel, 168. 

PbipR, Lieut-Qo%-. Spencer, 88. 

Phips, William, death of, 84, 7& 

Pierce, EUisha, 769j quarter-maaier, 486i "HS^ 

Pierce, Ephraim, 772. 

Pierce, Joa< ph, 21iQ. 

Pierce, Thotiiaa, trial of, 848, 844 

Pierce, William, TMj trial of; 848, 844 

Pike, Jacob, 50. 

PIngry, lion. William M.. 119, 1S4, 267, 

PInneo, Jamee, Jr., 11^ 

Pitkin. William, ISfi. 

Pitt, William, 649. 

Piatt, Elizabeth, 

putt Zepbaniah, 2IL 

Plenderieaf. John, 565, 1^2. 

Pomagun, IL 

Pomroy, Ebenezer, tSL. 

Pomrov, Nathaniel, Ifl. 

Pond, Caleb, his ahrewdneea, 4^ 411 

Poopoonuck, IL 

Porter, CoL Eleazer, 24i 49, Ifi2 ; a eommlB> 
■loner, 788. 

Porter, Elisha, aaherifi; 61S; hla conduct, 
B18. 

Porter, Jamea, Jr., 5S. 
Porter, Noah, llfi. 
Porter, lion. Samuel, 
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to, 818; imprtaoned. 



Powell, AnnA. 1(ML 

Powers, Ephrilm, woonded by the IndUiu. 

60. • 
Powers, B«T. Orant, reeearehea ot IM, 56& 
Powers, Jerathmlol, 2fiL 
Powers, Nsthanlel, lift, US. 
Powers, Peter, liflj Key. Peter. ISg, 
Powers, Sltneonme: Simeon. Jr., Ud. 
Poweni, WlllUtn, Hi 
Pownsll, Gov. Thomaa, BL 
Prstt, Isaac, 9^ 
Pratt, Samuel, 788, 
Pr«*cott, Gov. Kobert, Alfi. 

Price, Capu , 874 

Priest, Kleaier. 40. 
Princts 8an)uel, 

Pritchard, CjtpL , 4fflL 

Proutr, Elijah, 418,420,4^,757; depositioot 

of. iU a Jolil^^sr; peUUoo ot 807; 

office* held by, 764, Tto, 76a 
Prouty, Francis, T78 ; asaanlt by, 808, 604: 

petition of, fiill ; captore ot, fiQs. ; "Da trffl, 

62(1 ; (rrant of lands U>, 646, 757, Ififi. 
Proaty, Kichard, 778. 
Putnam, Ad4inllah, 4J«. 606, IfijL 
Putnam, Gt-n. l»rai l, 75,"T«, 114 
Putnam, James, letter oif; ~BBQ. 
Pjncheon, John, L 

Quimby, Mr. , a 

Bale, ScbasUan, 14. 
Eamsar, Davj^l, 4IL 
Bamaaj, iVter, onler 

filA; a caiiUin. 
Ban>l, Robert, Ifia. 
Bandolpb, John, his sentiments, WJ. 
Banner, Ephralm. 202. 778^ an Innkeeper, 

14S,1S6; a captain, 445; aJnsUce, 766. 
Ranner, tsilonce, 1^ 

lUnsom, Hun. Epaphrodltaa, his mother. Hi ; 

letter of, 
Rathbum, Wait, fiSe. 
Ear, Patrick, SsL 
Keail, John, 786. 

Beed, Mr. , slsrm by, 89& 

Beed, L<iac, 886, 773. 
Beere, Tai>i>ing, 
Bejnobla, B., 2fi. 

Blco Aaa, 78; Capt Asa, 843, 778] letter 

Bice, Banlllal, 401, 460j deputy sheriff. 428- 

prudence of, bi>4. resioUnce to, fiiu. 
o« ^ TWj his property sold. 

Bice, Joslah, 426. JSL 

Bice, .Micah. 110^ m, M% 778. 

Bice, Capt 78, 

Bice, Phineas, 8«d 

Bice, Ralph, 47, 

Rich, Daniel, Hi 

PirhardM.n, Mr. , lawmltot Jill. 

Kichanlson, James, 7&i 

BichanUon, Joseph, ^ 

Riohnii.n*!, Henry, 7.1'*. 

Blchmon«l, Joseph, 7tW. 

Elder, Oliver, 2ik 

Bittenbouse, David, OU. 

^KA**"'*^ *»cap«? of himself and famUy,885, 

Blx, Gardner, a prisoner, 88«. 857. 

Bobbins, Jehicl,772. ^ 

Bobbins Thoinaa. ^4. 

Bobbin^ William. 24 

Eo^^^t^ Eb«>uezer, 757. 

EoUrts, Giles, ^ ^7; examlnatloB ot 

Boberts, William, 88a 

Bobertson, Amois, a commissioner, 2S9 7W. 

Bobertson, Gen. Jameiv advice ot~8P: con- 
Si" *»'^«" «^ memo- 
nal to, 880. 



Bobertaoa, NathuddJI 
BobOTtsoB, BeabeaTuL 
Bobertson, 8uiimL||C 
Robinson, Amoi. jy. TTL 
Roblnson, Bererly. letter from, 
Robinaoo, Emah, a61, TOflL 



411; anat, m , 
muriifa — 



If. 



life of, 
Btatea 
ffiL 

Boblnson, XathaatoL KWL 

Bobinson, SamiwlL^W; his opinion. 47f : • 

jastlce.7aBL ' 

Bogers, James, SM. 770: notice ot ML fli: 

offloeahridSyTWM » » 

Bogen, Jamea, Jr^BS. 
Bogera, Oltrer, (ffiL 
Bogen, Paol, 660. 

B^nn^MaL Robert, the dbtl^^likad 1 

Fnu)eia,ffi; hto dtaMtroiu march, 90, fL 
Rood, Daniel, 878, 87». ^ 

litMJsevelt, Mr. , 

l;«ot, Dorothy, 67S». 
Root, EnaEa,m 
Root, Ueieklah, g7». 

Boot, Jease, deputed to rlsit the GraatuML 
8B& 

Boot, Samuel, T^i trial oC S48, 844 

So®*. T>P><rthy777i, TWi aeta as a ja4g^ lOL 

Bosbrook, Eleaaer.na 

Boebrook, James, laO- 

Boee, Joseph, iS 

Bosebrook, Jamea, 147. 14a 148. 

Boeereit, laaae, Ifli. 

Roarille, Maj. TT ertel de, 10. 11. H 

Row, Daniel, Mar>-, <lAUKhter ot HI 

Ro^a/<(M Munroe, Reuben, pnakteMla^ 

R^e, John, robbery oi; eifi^ petlttai 



Rogg. David, 20, 8flL 
Ruggtea. Benjamin, . 
Russel, NoadlahrML 
RuUedg^ John, 464, 




Sabin, DanleL trial oi; 848, 844. 
babin, Noah, iw. 808,8" 

»^M; hU iIrmnMa.~ 

prisoned,^; trial ot, om, ow ; 

899, 899 : biography ot 084— a»f; mm 

ot, 72*. 747i office held by. TM, IS. 
SablnTNoaET Jr., 889, 410^ biography ot tg, 

888l 

Sackett, an Indian chlei; flghta with CksL 

Hobba,46— la -a- « 

S^jjrd, CapL ^ commander of a fort, 

Safford, MaJ. Jeaso, 651. 
BalTord, Jonathan. 81«, 719. 
Bafford, Joseph, 619. 

Safford, Philip, TOj his brareij, HO, «, 



Salisbury, Hale, 7B& 
Saltonstall, Got. Gordon, 14, 
Saltonstail, Mary, JSL 
Saltonstall, Richard, 786. 
Sanderson, Jamea, 116, 118. 
Sargeuit, Darld, KatD*vl<l Jr-, Ml 
Sargeant, Jabea, m SS& 
Baneant, John, tEeflrat whlta perm 

Vermont, Sts StrotamL J" * 
^areeant, CapL Stephen, g^W. 
Sartreant, Thomaa, IStL 
Sargent, John, |4 
Sargent, Exra, 816. 
SargL-ntA, Lemuel, _ 
Sartwell, Jonathao, 
Sartwell, Josiah,|l 
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Bartwell, Ob*di*h, ^ 

Barage. Saiiiuc) 8tow, HA. 

Bawtell, I>»niel, 116j IIT. 

Bawtell. J»«»b, nsr 

Bawtell, Oliver, llfi. 

Bawyer, Abner, tSL 

Bchlatter, Michael, execnton of, 769. 

BchuvUT. CoL Pct«r, 17. 7ft, IDIL 

BchuVler. Ocn. PhllipT-jTBT iiSd. ^7. 289, 668. 

66*v *w, I2SL 
Bcollny, John, roMn-d, 615i 616; certiflcato ot, 

621 ; iH^Ution of, fi^ 
Beott, Eli, 

Bcott, John Morin, 243.»6. Zffl. 
6«0tt, ^^arnuel, lli 
Boott, TbomaA, &LL 

Beaman, Benjamin, 190] memorial of; 60^609. 
Beely^ Abner, 778. 

Bergeant, or Sergeanta, or Seriganta, or 8or* 
leant*, or Bargeant, or Sargeanta, CoL Jobs, 
867. 8a8. 8^1, 897, 4iU ; moednn at th« 
EouMof. 294—297, 811, 818, 869, ^60; trial 
of, 848, 844 ; conimunlcatiun nf, 880 * ordors 
ont tnllltla, 476. 5liA ; regiment of.M^ ; peti- 
tion of, aair««acc held by, 764, 772, 778. 

Benceant, Rev. John. 67'i. 

bffgeant, Thomas, 2^ 

BorJeantA, Daniel, iil 

He^eaiits, LiouL John, 4fi 

beaaions, Darius. 81& 

Beosiuna, John, 199, iSl 866, 211 2S1 : • dele- 
sate, 2^ 2C8 ; Information of. 270. iJll ; 
loan toTliiaTTetters ot, 2^7. 2^8, 2^y, ikifi ; 
letter to, iM ; trial of, SiS^ SU \ agent to 
Got. Clinton. 868; repre!<«i)tatiye In the 
New York Assembly. 861, 7*)7, ttV^ ; exa- 
mination before, aaeodwte of^ iM; 
offlc4-9 held by. 7^ 764. 

Bererance. Samuel, 42. 

Berera, Nathaniel. 

Bewail. Samuel, l^. 

Bbattiiclc. Daniel, h2 : Daniel, Jr., ^ 

Bhattuclt, Gideon, 8^ 

Bhaltuck, William, 426. 485, 4.M, 4<>2, 521 ; hte 
bolducaa. 4ii; a InlllTirofflctT. 773 ; 
bia arreet, 444, 6^)6, QLfi ; bis trial, ^ 447 ; 
bla aentcncc, 4fr'. fibl ; an a^ent, 402, 
iiSi; at Poaglilieep-iu, 4^,46:^ 4fi2;~jrt 
Philadrlphia. 46ft, i>0 ; con(rrei«i>ioual re- 
solve concorniti);, 407, 470 ; reochee home, 
41A ; an expedition of, 4I& ; atttdavlt oi^ 
413 ; account of; ^ ; petition for re- 
lease ot, fi!]I ; petitions of, .^26, Ml. M2 ; 
landj granted to. 542— M7, iSTTtS^Ti^ ; a 
member of Aaaembly, l&L 

Phaw. Mr. , 513. 

BhavN Daniel, lOfL 

Bhciiff. Samson, 148. 

Hh4'fflln, Jacob, 702, 

Bhelbume, l-Iarl of; letter to, 18& 

Bbeliion, Lieut ,47,48. 

Bheldon. llannab.Ill 

Bbepardson, Daniel, 426, letter* ot 414, 
416. 484, Mft, ; a nieoMoger. 42i ; a }ai- 
tlce, i»L I6fti tbreaU egalnst, 474j agent, 
4'Mt ; arreeted, 522. 

Bhepardaoa, John, 111 ; asidejadge, 840; at- 
tempt to arrest, 476. 

Bb^^dson, Joseph, 606, 106 : Joseph, Jr., 

Bhepardson, Nathaniel, 610. 

bhepardson, Noah. 426. 510. 
t«hei«*rd»tin, Samuel, a pilot, fill^ 
bhe{>artl.*on. Stephen, 7i2. 
Phepardson, /^ei>hanlah, 75T. 
Bherburne, Andrew, memoirs of. 406. 
Bherburnc or Sherbnrn, Henry, 817, 748, 113; 
acu as a Judge, 868 ; petition of tbe widow 

Bberbnme, John, 7.t7. 

Bheridan. Rirl urd Krinsler, aneedote oi; 684. 
Bberlfi; M^. , adrioe of; 617. 
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Sberwood. Capt , 808, 40T. 

Bbipmaii, Edmund. 758. 

BLiriey, Got. William, 84, 8L 88, 62, 67, ^ 
670. 672, 14ii; correspondence oTooncemlng 
Fort Dummer, 2J> — 32; proposes a protec- 
tlTo anion. 68 ; bis measures for defence, 64. 

Shnldham, Admiral , fHI ; orders of, (518. 

Uichard, a coumisalonsr, : letter ot, 

m 

PIm. Peter, m 

t-immons, Jehlel, 119, 

eimonds, Titus, 826, 898. 

Blmondsor Bimona, WllUam, i5T; foremen, 

Blma, Capt , 74, 

Biiinner, Bamoel, 1^ 

i^lade. Got. William, remerke of; 667, BIS. 
Hlafter, John, IIIL 
Biater, Isaac, 

Sleeper, Bamael. 128, IM; a Qoaker preeeber, 

126 ; otncea beldTyn^ im 
BmaUey. Rev. Elam, D.D.. 41L 
Bmith, Asahel, a captain, fiBL 
Bmlth. Diana, l&L 
Bnilth, Ebenezcr, 113, m 
Bmith. Kdward, his opinion, 418. 414 \ oom- 

plalnt of. 5oi 
Bmitb. Gov. Israel. 25L 297, 811, 889. 602, 758; 

a commissioner. .V)9. 7»>8 UiH ; ati aK^nt, 

292. 414: his miasion toUew York, 2&4 ; 

leUers of; 814. 820 ; letter to, 821; eUtement 

of, M; a Justice, liaL 
Bmith, John, 2d, ISi 

Bmith. Mt Uncton, 4£I ; a commissioner, 659. 
Smith, N(i«h, state's attorney, 840, 848 ; anec- 
dote ot fHiQ. 
Smith, Keiiben, I5S. 
Bmlth. Kichard, m 

Bmlth, bamuel, IJO, 743 ; first ebild bom In 
Windsor, LLL 

Smith, Beth, 291, 292. 15L 158, HI ; to arrest- 
ed, 414, 415 ; agent and representative for 
theTrfinda of New York, 4i6~419 ; arroeU 
Micah Townsend, "m. 

Smith, Capt Bteel or Steele, 118. 11< Iffl; 
remarks of, 1C7. IfiS. 

Smith, William. 12.S, IM. lOT. W TH M ; • 
chief lusUce, I2L 

Bpefford, Am^hS. 

Bpafford, tlh.hiiJot, 778. 

Bpaulding, Lieut Leonard, 96, 172, 262, 41(K 
627 ; his imprisonment 2C)2TT>isreleaae. ^18, 
21^ ; bis patriotic ezertloDe, £^ ; arreetTy; 

m 

Bpauldlng, Jotham, T5&. 
Bjicar, Andrew, 118. 
Spencer. Gen. Joseph, 626. 
BjK'ncer, Abel, 880. 
Bpencer, Dr. Elihu, IflQ. 
Bpencer, Taylor. 118. 773, 
Bpencer, Timothy, 11\ IIL 
Bpicer, Daniel, account of tbe deetb of, 698 — 
688, 

Bpicer. Jabez, death oi; BSSL 

Br>ooner, Eliaklm, an aiiUntaiit, 5HL filL 

Bi>ooner, Dr. Paul, 19K. 9()6. 2477251. 252. 958. 

986. 814; chosen a dok-Kate. 24*57^71^ 

chosen sheriff, 291, 7 ri6 ; a side judge, 446 ; 

a deputy governor. 4«^: a chief Judije. M^; 

a commi.'ssloner, fiil; biography of; <98. flB8» 
Bprague. Cujit Elkanah, 411. 
B^nlre, Kotiben, 880. 
Staer, Philemon, 6IL 
Stafford, Johe, Jr., 42& 
BUlTord, Bamuel, 77& 
BUple^ Seth, m 
Blar Comfort 878. 

Burk, Gen. John, 88, 99, 114; mns tbe gaunt- 
let, M ; tjiken prisoner, 62, &L 
Stark, William, tii. 
Stearns, Daviil, 148. 

Steama, Jonatb&u, 2(^ 674 ; Qotioe of; OSS. 
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Stibbtiu, Aiahel, 8L 

$t«bblD», Ki>njamin, lead* ft riot, HA. 

SU bWna, Jt>«M'j>l», 81T. 

6u>hblD*, Z«buioii, hit oooiUet wlLb th« lo- 

dlaos, tfiL 
SUdnun, NathwleU liML 
8t««le, Zsdock, ft prtaoner. MO; hi* ftdven* 

tar«>i«, SHI ; bis account of ais uwn suffniinin 
ftnd cspUviij, ftad uf the burnloc of Koyftl- 
tun, 89& 

8tfi>hfns LJout . S2. 

Stephens, Nicholas, 7!tS. 

Steveiu, C'hftrkus iiL 

Bt4>vcna, Gen. KIIea, his valiftBt conduct, 88S>, 
m ; wi>*' of hU wife, 887, 888. 

St«vena, Pnuicift, JSL 

Stovena, Henry, Jr., bis CftpMrlty, 43, 11> 

8t«venft John, ^ IftS. 

SUsreiM, Oftpt FHlneftft, 89, 40, 4L ^ 4^ 

4H, O; ennfedln ftOooUng expuditluais tf, 

SO. 

Stevenft, Bftmael, 565, Ifii; Uttor from, SU; 

offlcM held by, 764, 
8t«veiu, Simeon, IS^L 

SUvi.n*, rtimon, IIH. 117.118. 119, »>6.t?«. MT. 

git. »1. glgi, :-t"5. Hinj, Hit*. 401. 
754, Ilii; d«jK>»IUon oi; litl ; rc»<?lve6 t c«p- 
tftlncjr ftiid Ia mado ft constable, 185, &i4: ft 
deleieaf*', ^ tS^i. 767; a brijcadt> major, *6T, 
lnf..nnaU..n of ^70,871; loan tu, ^^ 
ft Jiuticc, 4.S1, 7ft4 l6Sr ^ 

8tt»wart, Jaine*. I5L 

Stewart, .li».vMih, Jr., 773. 

btimpitun, K|iQraitQ, Ud, 

Btiitaon, David. 02. 

bUrllnfC Earl of, 6iL 

8u»cl(wc>ll, Aaron, first person bora in lUrl- 

borouKii, 2L 

St'Mrkwell, Abel, 897; flrtt seUler of Marl- 
borough, 97, 99; ft guide. 159; ftn Inn-keep- 
er. 158; rosutancc to. 872. 

BtockwiTl, Abt 1, Jr., 9L 

Stofldard, Anthony, 14, lOSj 736. 

SVHManl, Jacob, xfifi. 

Stfxldard, OoL John, 15. 1«L IT 13^ W. lOBj 870, 
786; ft ■u|>orintea<leDU^"j7/wrbiade>th. 
45: ft eotnmi.osionor, ISi 

8tod<Urd, Juofttluui, 5(^ ZfiL Jonntlun, Jr., 

Stone, DftTld, lU, ; eaptare of, 889. 

8U.no, David, MTlLL 
8tone, UermftD, likL 
Stone, J«k1, lifi. 

Stone, CoL NftthftO, 114. ftttempta to 

stop the court ftF^'in.laor, 161—165; his 
trefttment towftrds John Grout. 166—168; 
petition of, 181, 18-2; flne4l for defftmfttion, 
831 ; offices lieT<l byrTf>4. 7 65, 766. 

Stone, Sauiuel. 162^ IM 

Stone, r^cili, IfitL 

Stone, Thomaa, 65^ 

Stone, Ze.S. klah, 118, 114, 651. 764. IIS. 

Story, Willlatn, ISL 

Btou'ghton, John, a instice, 765. 

Stoughton lion. WilHain, 135. 

Stowell, Mr. w troopa at the hooM ot 518. 

siLftia. 

StowclL, Asa, ISL 
Stowell, David, 132. 

Stowell, Hezekialt, m 817, 868, ^ letter oi; 

414; ft Justice, MOW ; peUUon of, 607j 

gnuit of Iftnds to, 6457757. m 
StowolU Hugh, ^ 
Stowell, Isrftel, 

Strfttton, Lieut ^ 4fi. 

Stratton, John, his punishment, 8I81. 

Strfttton, Kuth,817. 

Stratum. Samuel, 817. 

Strong, Benidah, 112. 

Stronjt. Kiijah, 112. 

Strong, KlnatUaa, USj 168^ Ifii 



Strong, J't^U IL 
String. John, -257. 848. 582. 771. 
Strong. S<domon, ILL 
Stuart, Air under, 81 & 
Suckke*coo, 17. 

Sullivan, Mr. , CIL 

Sumner, Jo<>l, Ml. 
Sumner, Jonathan, a jnstiee, ZflL 
Sumner, Samuid. 788^ 
Sumner, St th, T.ts 

Sumner, Tbomaa, offleee held bj, 7^ 789. 

Taft, I>ea. , M. 

Taplln, John, 12«». 160; letter ot 247; ofllcM 

held by. 76\ m 
Taplin, John. Jr. 180; a sherlS, IflB. 
Tftppen, Christopher. 998^ 
Tftrbell, Jonftthftn, 991, lU. 
Taylor, Abrabftm, punishment of, P81. 
Tftylor, A*a, IlL 
Tftylor, Isaac, 49. 

Tavlor, John, 100, 116, 974. 978. 98*. g7Bi. TML 

Taylor, Sftmnel, ft coroner, 787. 

Tftylor, Tbomfts, 80^ his description of ft roatd 

to Canailft, &L 
Teftll, Oliver, 75a 
Temple, Joseph, ftneedote ot ^4. 
Ten Broeck. Col Altraham, fiuL. 
Thftre, Jonathan, 74=1 
Thatcher, Samuel, LSi 
Thayer, Jonathan. &L 
Thayer, Wllllttm, laS. 
Thomas, Ualah, tV>. 

Thomas, John, propodtlon o( AOS; John, Jr., 
Ufi. 

Thornlinsnn, Oapt John, 89. 

Thompson, Hon. Dant«l P., reference to bis 

writings 5H4. 687. 674. flML 
Thompwjn, DavTtlTliO. 
Thompson, Dea. Ilerekiah, 113. 
Thom{>8«»n, Joseph, Ifii Ifii 
Thompson, Nathaniel. 
Thompson, Robert. 7H5. 
ThomfMon, William, lill 
Thr(M)p, John, a side Judge, 840l 
Thurber, David, 597; fined. Ml; gnnt Uad« 

to, f4^,I5L 
Thurb«r, David, Jr., W, HIL 
Thurston, Benjamin, 168, IfiA. 
Thrhausilhan, 2i. 

Ticlienor, Gov. Isaac, 48L fiOi; his ritAt ot 
oonciliation, 482, 4^ 484, 485; ft eommi*> 
■loner, 5^ 

Tilden, Cbnrlea, wonnded, 889, 890. 

Tisdale, Abraha^^ 78K. 

Tisdftle, Israel, I&L 

Tlsdale, John, 788. 

Tisdale, Capt Jos^'ph. 69, 181 

Tisdale, Joseph. Jr., 

Tisdale, Kuth. 52. 

Tisdale, Seth. fijL 

Titt^ John, Iffl. 

Tobe, Eleajter, HSft. 

Tolles, Henry, a captain, BSL 

Tompkins, Jonathan O., 

Townsend, Henrv, lUfL 

Townsend, Mloali, 811. ««9. 878. 4ni. ^.T88L 
ns^Iil; letters ot 814. HHK 863— SiCiB^ 
871,879; Information of, 819 ; l. itor* to, 821, 
880 ; papers entrusted to, SM, 887 : arrested, 
841 ; trial of, 848, 844 : a ret.re>enUHve in 
the New York Assembly, 881. 887. a&s. I&S ; 
biography of, 700— 708; 'oflaces hold by, 78>L 

Townsend. Ber. Canon Mioajnh. liKI; rcmmrit 

ot 845 ; letters ot 850, 704, IfliL 
Townshend. Lord, lifi. 
Tracy, Andrew, a captain, 550. 
Tmcy, Prince, lli. 

Tryon. Gov. William, miSL2QL 225. 2*8. «H. 
^6^5,696^ Injuillclou* gratits by, ITi^ 179; 
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petttlona to, 17B, 180, 181, 182j tddreM to, 
IS*' ; burning of the hoiigo of, 607 ; lettt-rs 
ti\l52, 677, 72M2fi : letter of, eTST 

Tucker, Joseph, &*7; captures and i« c«p- 
tureil. 611— 613, 

Tute, Amos, 78, 14», ISO; petition of, B07; 
blojfTuphy oCTOg^OS; a coroner, IffL 

Tute. Mr». Jctnlina, ber epitat>b, Ifi. 

Tute, Jonathan, his epitaph, TO^ ZQL 

Twichel, Benjamin, 3i 

Twichel, Daniel, death ot 74.740L 

Tyler. Joseph, 101. 2fi7, 7717 ^ 

Tyler, Koyall, TW\ liTmtraphy of, T08— Til 

T^ler, WtlUam Clark, 70S. 

Cdall, OllTer, HL 
Umnaumet, 17. 
Unaerwood, Jonathan, 454 

Underwood, Timothy. 25. 
Upham, William, 25t 
Upton, aotworthy, iiL 
Usher, John, 7.19. iii 
Usher, RobertTTTia, m 
UUey, CapL 

Van Cortlandt, Pierre, ^ 

Yandenburgh, Cornelius, 

Van Suntvoord, Oeorge, 574. 

Van Schaak, Peter, 76'J. 

Van Vechten, Abraham, a commissioner, 

Varlck, Richard, a commissioner, 65% 559. 

Vaiidreull, Marquis de, 'K^ "'>. 

Verplanck, Gullan, a couimlabiuDer, 666, 669. 

VUaeber, Matthew, UMl 

Wadsworth, BctOamln, 19s ^ 
Wahwa, iM. 
Walnwrlght, John, iSfi. 

Wait, Col B««njnmln, 14T, 148. 149, 181, 1B2, 
162j UV<. 2«>6, 26^T>rri,"SriT. 5oCi; 5T5 
770, 772 ; conim«n<ler of the rnnKers, 259j 
8QQ , onlers to, 60ii, (IDl; valuable' serylc«« 
of. Ma &4», 051 ; wounded, m 

Walt,"T5ad78lT. 

Walt, Joseph, 1«4, 1®*^ Tft\ !««. l^L. 651 
WalbrUlge, Col. Ebcnozer, 7< i3 ; his replment 

ordered out, 488, arrest* by, 444. 
Wales. Eleaier.Ua. 
Walker, Eliakim, m 
Walker. Husslan, 22fi. 
Walker, Janu-N 1^ IBS: James, Jr., 
Walker, Nathan, wounded by the Indiana, 

Walker, Reuben, fifi. 

Walker. Thomas, punishment of^ 6S1. 

Wall, Patrick, noUce oL fi^j ; his wife, m, 68L 

Wallace, James, 7ST. 

Waller, UanU l, capture of, 88T. 

Wallls, Thoula^ : a commissioner, IE 

Walsworth, James, Jr., 77<L 

Walton. Oerard, ISL 

Walton, Henry, 25, 

Walton, William, 782, 

Walworth, Daniel, SIL 

Ward, Stephen, lift. 

Ware, William, ISL 

Warner, Daniel, ^ 

WarntT, Jfwhna, ^ 

Warner, .Mark, 690. 

Warner, t<eth, ^ 889, MS, TM.; formation of 
the reKiment~ol; 8Sl>, 822, 828, 834 : letter oU 

m 

Warner, William, 109, 

Warren. Capt. Jonathan, '^iL M4. 

Warrtner, Samuel, 292^ Si9; dedsrktlon of, 

46Q ; a coroner, 76 1. 
Washburn, James, ftl 

Wa«hln>rton, Geortrc. %Xr\ 281. 407, 40S, 418, 
M^rCfiTrSSSTSlTTetters 
to. 851, 862. m TitU'rs of; 481^ 728; 
eulogy on, 6S8 — w5*. 



Waters, Capt Daniel, his «xp1olt^ 818, 621 
WaU'rs, OllTer, Mfi, \ arreat by, 5l>6 ; Is 

captured by the Yorkers, 511 ; escape and 

recapture of. M5. 
WatiKtn. Br<K>ke, 665, 7C2. 
Watson, Kbenezer, printer, fiftk 
Watts, John. 162, 
Watts, .Hainuel. ISL 
Wattson, John. a|nstlce, 765. 
Wattuiikjujieeg, 1 1. 
Waunoonooeeet, IL 
Wansaunla, iHS. 

Weare, Pres. Meshech, letter oi; «fiS. 

Webb, Calrln, notice of; 22& ; testimony ot, 

288. ML 
Webb, Jehlel. Iia 

Webb, Joshua, 1^ 199, 199. 2iift: notlo* 
229. 

Webb, SlUs, 848. 
Webster, DanlelJKS. 
Webster, Cut Kbeneier, ^ 
Weld, Isaac, IIS ; trial and fine of; 452, 15S. 
Wells. Henrv, a lusllce, 765. 
Wells, Hubbell. 816. 
Wells, John. U, m 
WelK Jonathan, IL US. 
WellN Joseph, ; his trial, &2Q ; bis punish- 
ment, ML 
Wells, Joshna, 40, 

WelK ObMliah, 292, 297. 806, ISfi ; petlUon 

oca. 

WelK OllTer, m 

WellN Samuel, I'H. 175, 206. Sl^ 226, 245, 262, 
879. 604. »U4. <yr6Tfi7ruO(H: d^siaonof 
lai ; asitlirned of the quorum, IM^ ; Jndg« 
of the Inferior court, 14ft ; fkvors the Dean^ 
160 — 156; bis conduct approTcd oi; 157; 
supports the goTemment oi New York, Iffit 
—166 ; allusion to bis site, US ; petition o^ 
I'il. l'<'i: elected to the Oenenu Asaemblj 
of NewT ork, Imn 1^ 606, 767 ; Instructions 



to, 2Q4 ; information of; HA ; moner paid 
to. ^5 ; offer of, 856 ; conversotlon or, 418 ; 
flight of. 4S6, ; biography oC 718—785 ; 
representation of, 726 ; exaui'lnatlon oi; 749; 
ofBceft held br. 7^ 164. 765, 

Wentworth, GoT.TIennlng, 6h 62, 68. 78, 142, 
169 ; his correspondence reiatlTe to Fort 
Dnmmer, 8(V— 82 : grants of land br, 98 — 

' 12L '>'9, 739 ; disputes arising from 

his grants, 12S ; counter proclamation of; 
129. ; reserves Und for himself, 140, 678, 
748 : rcserres masting trees, IM ;~u suc- 
ceeded in office, IAIl. 

Wentworth. Gov. John, 748 ; bis offlees, 145, 
tSA ; applications to, US ; coinmi iiGes a 
maIlciou.« pro«ecntion for cutting mastlnff 
timber, llx.; dislikes the residents west <» 
Connecticut rlrer, lift; oorrespondenoe 
15fr-15h. 

Wentworth, Joshua, an attorney, £22. 

West, Mr. . 88a 

West, Elijah. SBL 

Weston, Nathnalel, 651. TTl. 

Wheat Samuel, triaToI; 848, 844. 

Wheaton, Capt. , 616, filL 

Wheeler, Darius, assault by, 5£S ; arrest oi; 

Wheeler, Gcorse, 120. 

Wheeler, Harrison, 69. 7ft. 

Wheeler, Capt. Isaat\l44. 515. 

Wheeler, Jethro. 789. 748. 

Wbeeler. John, assault by, ftM ; arrest of, 6Q4, 

Wheelock. .Iohn.2Sfi. 

Wheelwright, John, 12 ; commissary geneiali 
43. 

Whipple, Benjamin, 889. 

Whipple. Daniel. 162, 115, H?, I«« • his sets as 
high sheriff, IflSTls resisted, 163 ; bond tOi, 
; notice of 72\ TM. 

Whipple, Joseph, li^ ; reslstsnee oi; 4ffi ; 
trlaroi;4i2. 
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Wblpple, Mary, m 

Whipple, Polkrd, ftiaOer, m. 

Whipple, TboinM, IM ; MHolt hj, 608 ; amat 

of; kA. 
Wblfton, 8«ma«I, IfiL 

Wblteomb, Lleat , robberj by, tBL 

Whitcomb, I^^nj&mln, •Jaatlee, IfflL 

Wbltoumb, Juba, 

Whlt«, Mr. , wooDded at Um W«ttmlnst«r 

niMMer*, £11. 
WhlUs, Ebt-nezer, 134. 
WlilU\ Henry. 
Whlt«, Joel, m 
White. .Tohn. U. lOa. 107.168. 111 
Wblt«. JuciAhTMl 
WhIU, I^einnrl. 880. 
WhIUi, M*rr, 

whit«, N<«1». m 

WhlU-, H<.n. P , • 

WhIUi, Col. ThouiM. IISL 

Wblt«, WlllUra, 4-'«, 610, Iia ; deposition 

oC&aL M": fxjualrittnon of, 586; letter << 

&d2 ; >crant of land* to, Mft^ 
Whiting, Benjamin, a iloputv surv^yor-ffcne- 

ral. lifl ; arri-atsby, 147. lik ; bl» Journ«y to 

New York, Uj, 1.jO-^I54 ; ajtwtlc*-, 166, 
Whiting. BvTT^muel, letter to, ftU. 
WhltlnK, CoL WiUiani, T85, lafi. 
Whiting. William B.. ilST 
Whltln<lr^ Daniel. 

Whituinrv, Capt FraneU. ^ SOS ; bU tolls 
and those or his wlfs, tJielr asefalness and 
death, 2± 

WhltnfT, ("apt Beivjsinln, M5, TJ^ TTii 
of, 84». 844 ; leads an atUcE, ^Tj sUUoned 
at Oiiilford, ^ 

Whitney, DanlrL, JSL 

Whitney, Kzra, tmnUhmeot of, iSL 

Whitney, Job, .m 

Whitney, Jonathan, IIL 

Whitney, Natlianlel, 511^ 1^ 

Wlblnl, Kicbard. liH, 

Wirkham, William7l24, Ifli 

Wickwire, J»w*et>h, ii2. 

Wiersbury, Anthonv, ilL 

WlllH>re, Joefph,!^ 

Wllbore, Stephen, IM. 

Wilcox, Mr. V 88». 

Wilki^^ Dr. Isaac, an addreaa oi; 807, 003; 
r. ftfrred to, fti!L 

Wilkina, CapL Daniel, ilfl. 

Wllklns, Daniel, Jr., IfiL 

WillanI, .\aron, HL 

WillanU B«la, trial of, 848, ft44. 

Willar.l, Billy or Billey, Toy. lii 

Willar.1, Henry, 

Willard Jonathan. TW, 148. 

Willard, Jo»e|,h. 285^21 ; his flimlly eaptarod, 
92i trial of, 848, 5m. 

Wniard, Col. Joslab, 8U 43, 7^ 
commander of Fort Uammor, ^ letter ot, 
27, M I ander-commlMary, ^ engagea In a 
skirmish with the Indians, M ; Is 9Ucc<?oded 
In the command at Fort Dummer and re- 
storetL, 8LS8jill; a prlncli>al proprietor of 
Number One, 61 ; his death, e«tat« of^ 
UA; blofraphy~5t m 

Willard, CoL Jiwiah, Jr., 61, lOL 748; 
commander at Ashuelot, 44^ Mj suceecds 
his father in the ct»mraand of Fort Dummer, 
82 : orders to, 63: gifts by, ^ TOj obtains a 
renewal of the~cnarter of W<>fttmtn»ter. 93, 
Mj a proprietor of BratUeborongb, 104; 
blojjrapLy of, I2L 

Willar.l, S. <!. J.«iah, 61, BL 

Willard, Miriam, j^. 

Willard, Lieut MoM», S8, Ml killed by the 

Indians S3. 

Willard, Nathan, 104. 742; commander at Fort 
Dummer, fi!i;~Iett«r at, IS; complalnU 
ainiinst. 81, 82. 

WHlard, Nalhan, Jr., Zift, 



Willard, OUTer, 82, 101. 116, 143 ; depoaiUon 

of, 121; petition oirT>T7~lij2 ; olfic«s held 

by, 7^ ria. 

WllbinL I'renticc, 78?, 143. 

Willard, lier. baniuel, I:^ 

Willard, MaJ. flmon, ^1, 72<. 

Willard, .Sdoinon, 6^ 782, T4S. 

Willard, Wilder. T-fSTUA. 

Willanl, William, CyT^ ^ 7^ 112; eiaml- 
Dation by, 17H: lm|iri»one<i, 288; Incident 
eonceminK. 768; offices held by, 784, ISik 

Willard, William, Jr., lil 

WlllUm and .Mary, laws o^ 190, 1^ 

Williams, Aden, 422. 

WUliama, Gov. Charles 754. 

William^ David. 816, 511, 

William^ Rev. Eleaxer, liL 

Williams Elijah, IKi; a oommlsaary, 48, ^ 

Williams, Elh.lm.Ta. 

Williams, CI. Et.hraira. ft^ 70, 512; hto 
death, 79: founder of Wflllam's college, 79. 
WllliamsTEunice, IL 

Williams Col. Israel, 16. 24, 49, 62, ?L 807, 
870: a commissary, SI; general superin- 
tendent, 46; letter of, 62; plan of defenco 
by, fil; surveys a militarv rowl, h4, 86; de- 
jMwition o^ liw; a coinmifisloner, lifiL 

Williams Jatms ^ 'Hs. 

Williams Jesse, a ouarter-master, fiBl. 

Williams John, Ml 

Williams Hev. John, 10, 8T8; bis sermon, IL 
Williams Bamuel, 2d. 788. 
Williams Simeon, 4i!SL 
Williams J^taltham, 762. 

Williams <^.l. William, 98, 198, IW, M2, 
947. 266, 276, ^ 647:770, Hi; petition 
ol^ ISl, 1S2; Imprisoned. 288 ; ch<»»en a 
delegate, 246, Wo, 264. 767; letter of, 2&9; 
statt^ment of, 874 ; character, of, 441 ; his 
fkihire to make an arrest, 442; biography ot, 
72-»— 780; a Justice, 165. 

Williams Zlpt«>rah, 694 

Willis Benjamin. I3i 

Willis Jonej.h. mL 

Willson, Benjamin, oppoaea the lam of Y«r> 

mont, 884 

Willson or Wilson, Lacaa, 267, HS ; trial of, 
848,844. 

Wilson, Peter. Bfi 
Wilson, Wllllftm, 7®, 748. 
Wlnch<rster, Joseph, a Justice, 481. 
Wlso. John, 280 

Wlther»poon, Dr. John, IQQ ; depat«d to rlalt 
the Grants 860 ; his Interrlew with Chtt- 
teuden, 866 ; report of 86?>, 300. 

WIttnell, Jeremiah. 78S. 

Wood, Silvanus liiiL 

Wood. Stephen, 

Woodhull, < Nathaniel, a patriot, 606. 

Woods .I<>.*orih. \''k 

Woixiward, Hozttlecl. earneet appeal ol^ SQ^ 
Woodward, Robert, 188, 
Woodward, Timothv. blL 
Woolcot, Mr. , iSL. 

Wooeter, Oen. David, petition of; lltS ; death 

of; 696. 
Wooster, Timothy, 660, 
Worthlngton, John, fi82, 
Wrmy. George, 76-i. 
Wright, Amasa, lij, 

Wright, Capt Atarlah, 196^ 281, CSS, 112 : hia 
patriotism. 21S ; Id.-* conversation with Judge 
Chandler, 220; a leader at the W«Rtmirister 
maftsacre. ^20, 2:i4 ; biography i»C 730—784 ; 
names of the members of his company, 7M, 

Wright, Aariah. ?d. m 

Wright, CapL lU niamin, 19j Lieut, HL 

Wright, Benonl. lia : his punishment, 

Wright, Jonathan. 817, 818, 620. 

Wright, Medad, 135, 753 ; trial of 848, 844. 

Wri«ht, Mosee, 101, Ea. 
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Wright, 

sa. 

Wright, Salmon, testimony ot 238. 
Wrtgbt, TkomA» M., takaa jig^Ktmtt S69L 
Wright, Zadock, 828, T66. 
Wyiuaa, Capt Isaac, 70. 
Wrman. Matthew, 48 : bit 



Yaw, Amos, i6y. 

1 avv , A n . ^ Jr., 4M, 087, TBS ; tdri CfML 

Yiiw, Mm 1 s, 426, 510, 
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